God’s Power and Sovereignty
Lesson 1

In Choosing His People

Day One: Read the book of Ephesians
1. What is the key word or phrase in the book?

2. List any special blessings and/or challenges you received from your reading.

Day Two: Read Ephesians 1:1–2
1.
What authority does Paul claim for himself in verse 1? Was he justified in his claim? (See Acts 22:6–21.) Why or why not?

2.
From the following verses, what were some of the duties of an apostle?


a.
I Corinthians 1:17

b.
Acts 6:4

c.
2 Corinthians 12:12


d.
Acts 14:23

3.
Notice the duos (twos) in Ephesians 1:1–2 and give:


a.
The dual source of authority


b.
The dual description of believers 


c.
The duo of blessings of believers 


d.
The dual source of blessing 

Day Three: Read Ephesians 1:3–14

1. 
God sends His blessings of sunshine and rain on everybody, whether they’re good or evil. What two words in verse 3 tell us that the blessings outlined in verses 3–14 are only for Christians?

2.
List the statements of God’s will and purpose from the following verses in the first chapter of Ephesians:


a.
1:4


b.
1:5


c.
1:9–10


d.
1:11


e.
1:12

3. 
In which verses do you find reference to each member of the Trinity, and what part does each play in our salvation?

4.
Read 1 Corinthians 15:27–28 and Philippians 2:10–11. How do these verses relate to God’s purpose stated in Ephesians 1:9–10?

Day Four: Read Ephesians 1:3–14

1.
List all the blessings promised to us in these verses. Can you think of any needed spiritual blessing that is missing? Stop now and thank God for each of these blessings that are yours in Christ.

2.
From Ephesians 1:6 (NKJV), what does it mean to you to be “accepted in the Beloved”?

3.
What is it in our salvation, mentioned in 2 Corinthians 5:21, that makes us acceptable to God?

Day Five: Read Ephesians 1:3–14

1.
Three times God speaks of “to the praise of His glory”. Using 1:6, 12 and 14, explain what this means to you.

2.
How does this affect the way you live daily? (See I Corinthians 10:31.)

3.
List the reasons you witness to and pray for the salvation of unsaved loved ones.

4. 
Does your list include the subject of question 1? Do you think it should? If so, why?

Marilyn Layfield                                                                                                                                         Fall 2007
