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Indoor Opening and Induction Ceremonies 
Wilderness Lodge 

January 12th 
 
Speaking Parts (9): 
Nation Chief, Medicine Man, Tallykeeper, Meshenewa, Hay-Lush-Ka 
Chief, Kabibonka (North Wind), Shawondasse (South Wind), Wabun 
(East Wind), Kabeyun (West Wind) 
 
Setting 
On a table in the center of the stage area, a series of candles should be 
positioned so that the large white candle is in the center. The large red and 
slightly shorter candle should be positioned to one side of the white candle. As 
many tribes as a Nation has, there should be one equal sized candle for each 
tribe forming a circle around the two large candles. 
 
Music playing or Tom Tom Beater drums slowly as the Tribes assemble to 
form a circle around the staging area and candle display. There should be no 
talking and the lights should be dimmed. Upon arrival of the Nation Chief: 
 
Tom Tom Beater –   Music stops, 10sec. pause and then 3 loud rapid  
    beats of the tom tom 
 
Introduction & Starting of the Sacred Council Meeting 
 
Chief: Welcome Miami Nation and greetings to all our friends both new  

and old.  It makes me happy to have all these tribes join together at 
our Sacred Council Meeting.  Tonight I invite all tribes to join me 
as we honor those dads/moms and sons that will be inducted into 
our Nation, that have achieved their 8 feather award and that have 
completed and will receive the great honor of Hay-lush-ka. 

 
Fathers, Mothers and Sons it is I, Painted Horse your Nation Chief.  
And from this point on, you must be quiet and listen to the words 
of wisdom you are about to hear from our Nation’s Wise Elders.   
I now call our council to order and ask our Medicine Man BEAR 
PAW – to call upon the Great Spirit, Gitchie Manitou to start our 
sacred ceremony. 
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Tom-Tom:  Beats the drum quickly, loudly, for about 15 times. 
 
Medicine Man:  

I am your mighty medicine man BEAR PAW. Fellow Big Braves 
and Little Braves, welcome to our Nation’s Sacred Council. Here 
we show our respect for the traditions of the Native Americans 
who lived here many years ago. As you watch and listen tonight, 
please keep silent and listen to everything that will be said this 
evening, as this is the wish of the Great Spirit Gitchie Manitou. 

 
Tom-Tom:  Beats the drum quickly, loudly, for about 15 times. 
 
Medicine Man:  My forefathers directed me: 
   

To the South, so I might have the power of the bear; 
To the West, so I might have the courage of the eagle; 
To the East, so I might have the wisdom of the owl; 
To the North, so I might have the cunning of the fox; 
To the Earth, so I might receive her fruits; 
To the Sky, so I might lead a virtuous life. 

 
I now ask the Great Spirit, Gitchie Manitou to join us tonight.  
Great Spirit, please show us you are here tonight.  Medicine Man 
begins his dance around as the largest candle of the display lights 
magically. 

 
Tom-Tom:  Keeps the beat steady, but increased the tempo and intensity over a short  
     period of time.  Medicine Man will dance around the candle until it lights. 
 
NC: Mighty Miami Nation, before you stand 2 large candles and 11 smaller 

candles. The large white candle represents our Federation, the 
Algonquin Longhouse and the purity of our program, parent and child. 
The Algonquin Longhouse gives us strength and support, and lights the 
way for all Nations. The large red candle represents our Nation, The 
Mighty and Powerful Miami Nation. The smaller candles forming a 
circle around the two larger candles represent the 11 tribes of the Miami 
Nation, joined in continuous unity as one family. 
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NC: I now call upon our mighty Medicine Man “Bear Paw” to light the 
Miami Nation Candle from the flame of the Algonquin Longhouse. 
The Medicine Man steps forward and lights the Nation Candle. 

 
Thank you “Bear Paw”. Miami Nation, as I call your tribe name, I 
would like the tribal chief and their son or sons to make their 
presence known and come forward and light a candle for their 
tribe. 

 
Apache Tribe, Blackfoot Tribe, Chippewa Tribe, Choctaw Tribe, Illinois 
Tribe, Mohican Tribe, Piankashaw Tribe, Sac Tribe, Shawnee Tribe, Wind 
River Tribe and the Zuni Tribe 
 

It is good!  How How! 
 

MIAMI NATION INDUCTION CEREMONY 
 

Tom Tom Beater: beats slow soft beat. Once all is in readiness, the tom tom 
     beater ends with two loud beats. The Nation Chief then   
     steps forward. 

 
CHIEF: Kabibonka, Shawondasse, Wabun and Kabeyun assume 

the four points of the compass that indicate the 
direction of the four winds.  

 
TOM TOM:  Start slow soft beat. 
 
MESHENEWA: Hear us, Oh Chief   (tom tom beater stops) 
 
CHIEF:   Who speaks? 
 
MESHENEWA: It is I, SOARING EAGLE, Meshenewa of the Miami 

Nation, speaking for a number of Big Braves and Little 
Braves who have heard the call of the Great Spirit. 

 
CHIEF: Mighty BLACK CAT, Nation Tallykeeper, have you 

the names of the braves seeking induction?   
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Tallykeeper: O mighty Chief, I have their names.  
 
CHIEF: Please bring them forward and proceed. 
 
Tallykeeper:   New inductees when your name is called please step  
    forward. Little Braves stand in front of your big brave. 

Please form a semi-circle facing the Nation.  
 

 (Tallykeeper reads the Indian name and Tribal name of new inductees).  
Tribe Paleface Names    Indian Names 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
  (Wait until all names are called).  
 
MESHENEWA:  O Mighty Chief, these Big Braves and Little Braves 

standing with me have heard the call of Gitchie 
Manitou. They are here because they wish to become 
members of the Miami Nation. 

 
CHIEF:  It is well!  Prepare your braves for induction. 
 
MWSHENEWA:  Chief they are ready now! 
 
Tom Tom:  Again starts a slow steady beat. 
 
CHIEF: Have they heard the purpose, slogan, pledge and aims 

of the Algonquin Longhouse? 
 
MESHENEWA:  They have. 
 
CHIEF:  BEAR PAW, Medicine man of the Miami Nation, call 

forth the Great Spirit that these new braves are prepared 
and worthy to come into the MIGHTY Miami Nation. 
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MEDICINE MAN: Gitchie Manitou, Great Spirit, Master of Life, in the 
spirit of council, peace and brotherhood we ask you to 
be with us and take part in our ceremony.  

 Chief, these Braves are worthy! 
 
CHIEF: Soon to be members, here in the lodge of the four 

winds, you will learn of the things you must do to be 
worthy members of the Algonquin Longhouse Guides 
Program.  You will also learn what you must give up if 
you want to be warmed before the Council Fire of the 
Great Spirit.   

 
MEDICINE MAN: The winds that roam the world will tell you what they 

have seen in all the tribes, the qualities that make a 
good Algonquin Guide.  Let the voice of the tom tom 
call the North Wind – KABIBONKA 

 
Tom Tom:  4 loud beats 
 
KABIBONKA:  Kabibonka dramatically waves his/her torch or hands  
 

I am Kabibonka, the North Wind.  I am strong.  I do 
Great things.  From my lodge I see the beaver hard at 
work, working always together, and I tell you that the 
way to be strong is to do your part always, to help 
others, and never to shirk duty.  Then your lodges will 
always be filled with happiness. 

 
MEDICINE MAN: So speaks the North Wind.  Now let the tom tom 

summon Shawondasse, the South Wind. 
 
Tom Tom:  6 loud beats. 
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SHAWONDASSE: (follow same procedure as Kabibonka) 
I am Shawondasse, the South Wind.  I am the warm 
wind, the bearer of love.  On the winds I carry laughter, 
and I tell you that the way to bring happiness is to love 
your family, even as it tells you in the ritual – to love 
the sacred circle of your family, so you may always live 
together in peace and honor. 

 
MEDICINE MAN: So speaks Shawondasse.  Now let the tom tom call to 

Wabun, the East Wind. 
 
Tom Tom:  8 loud beats. 
 
WABUN:  (follow same procedure as Kabibonka) 

I am Wabun, the East Wind.  I am the one that blows 
from the lodge of the sunrise.  With me comes the life 
giving sunshine of the Great Spirit, the Master of Life.  
Just as every living thing must have the sun to live, I 
tell you that every good big brave and little brave must 
recognize the importance of the Great Spirit, and do 
only those things, which will be acceptable in his sight. 

 
MEDICINE MAN: So speaks Wabun, and now let the tom tom call 

Kabeyun, the West Wind. 
 
Tom Tom:  10 loud beats. 
 
KABEYUN:  (follow same procedure as Kabibonka) 

I am Kabeyun, the West Wind.  I am the father of all 
winds because I live in the sunset land where the day 
has grown old.  And I tell you that everything that lives 
must change.  Small Braves will become braver, and 
this is as it should be; if they remember that good 
Algonquin Guides are Palls Forever, father/ mother and 
son, for not even the four winds are as strong as a 
parent and son standing together. 
 



 7 

Tom Tom: 12 loud beats, then return to soft steady beats as the 
four winds return to their original place. 

 
MEDICINE MAN: You have heard the great spirits of the world tell you of 

those things that will bring happiness and good to your 
wigwams.  But it is not possible to achieve these things 
unless both father/mother and son are willing to make 
sacrifices. 

 
MEDICINE MAN: The Medicine Man & Son walks in front of the new big 

braves as they hand out the Sacrifice to the 
father/mother (only) inductees. This could be corn 
kernels or flash paper on the end of a stick. 

 
CHIEF:    (As the medicine man hands out the sacrifice)   

Fathers and Mothers, I know each of you has the best 
interests of your son at heart, or you would not be here 
tonight.  But there is one trait of character that may ruin 
your success as an Algonquin Longhouse Brave.  This 
is SELFISHNESS.  When your brave wants you to 
spend time with him, you must find time.  The years go 
by quickly, and it will not be long that they will be 
asking this of you.  I am going to ask each of you to 
sacrifice this trait so that you can work with your son as 
a true Indian Brave should.  Big Braves, if you are 
willing to do this, step forward and drop your sacrifice 
in the fire to show that you are willing to burn 
selfishness out of you heart, and put 
THOUGHTFULNESS in its place.  (Medicine Man 
leads the way by dropping his kernel in the fire or flash 
paper over the candle flame) 

 
Tom Tom: Loud, quick beats as fathers and mothers put their corn 

kernels in the fire.  Then return to the soft steady beat. 
 
MEDICINE MAN: The Medicine Man & Son walks in front of the new 

little braves as they hand out the corn kernels to the 
Son (only) inductees. 
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CHIEF:  Little Braves, you have seen your 
father/mother ready to sacrifice selfishness.  This means 
that they have resolved to find time to do things with 
you.  But that does not mean that they will always do 
things when and where you want them to.  You must 
have PATIENCE.  Little Braves step forward and drop 
your sacrifice in the fire to burn impatience out of your 
heart and replace it with PATIENTCE. (Medicine 
Man’s son leads the way by dropping his kernel in the 
fire or flash paper over the candle flame) 

 
Tom Tom: Again loud, quick beats as little braves put corn kernels 

or flash paper in the fire. 
 
MESHENUHWA: O chief, my brothers and sisters are ready for induction. 
 
CHIEF: It is well. Big Braves and Little Braves face each other 

and clasp your right hands. Place you left hand on the 
shoulder of the person next to you.  

 
The position you have now assumed has a meaning.  
The right hand clasp denotes the close relationship of 
father/mother and son.  The hands on the shoulders of 
your pals denote the unity of our nation.  The handclasp 
of the Big Chief with the braves shows the connecting 
bonds of the Nation with the Algonquin Longhouse’s 
guiding hand of this Program.  Please repeat our oath 
with me: I promise to, observe all the aims of the 
Algonquin Guides Program – and to foster the 
companionship of father/mother and son – in Teepee - 
Village and Tribe – under the four winds of heaven.   

  
ALL BRAVES let us repeat the pledge of the Miami 
Nation and Algonquin Longhouse. 
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NATION: We, Father/Mother and Son, through friendly service to 
each other, to our family, to our tribe, to our community 
and country, seek a world pleasing to the eye of the 
Great Spirit. 

 
Tom Tom:  Start slow steady beat. 
 
MEDICINE MAN: Braves, you have indeed heard the call of the Great 

Spirit, Gitchie Manitou, and have learned well the aims 
and ideals of the Algonquin Longhouse Guides 
Program.  The companionship that you seek is true 
friendship of father/mother and son. 

 
CHIEF: My brother and sisters, I welcome you to the Miami 

Nation of the Algonquin Federation.  As you continue 
in this program, think often about what you have heard 
tonight, and strive always to practice these ideals.  
NOONWAY! 

 
End of Induction Ceremony 

 


