Winter Freeze Out 

Feb 7-9, 2014
MIAMI NATION INDUCTION, RECRUITS & 8-CLAW CEREMONI ES

CODES:
CHIEF - Nation Chief


TB - Torch Bearers

(12 copies)  
HLK - Haylushka Chief


TomTom - Tom-Tom Beater



MM - Medicine Man





MESH - Meshenewa

Kabibonka (North Wind), 



Shawondasse (South Wind), 



Wabun (East Wind), 



Kabeyun (West Wind)



Extra copy for Fire Starter to follow along

Tom Tom Beater drums slowly as the Tribes assemble around the council fire. There should be no talking and total darkness except for the torch bearers.
Upon arrival of the Nation Chief:

TomTom:  
Music stops, 5 seconds pause, and then 3 loud rapid beats of the tom tom

INTRODUCTION & STARTING OF THE COUNCIL FIRE
Torch bearers assume the four points of the compass that indicate the direction of the four winds (this will include the four winds accompanied by a torch bearer). 

CHIEF:
Welcome Miami Nation and greetings to all our friends both new and old.  Fathers, Mothers and Sons it is I, Bald Eagle, your Nation Chief.  From this point on, you must be quiet and listen to the words of wisdom you are about to hear from our Nation’s Wise Elders.

It makes me happy to have all of us gathered together at our Sacred Winter Council Fire.  Tonight, we will begin by inducting a new tribe into our Nation.  We will also honor those braves that have achieved their 8 claw award. 

I now call our council to order and ask our Mighty Medicine Mom Shining Deer– to call upon the Great Spirit, Gitchie Manitou,  to start (or bless) our sacred bonfire.

TomTom:  
Beats the drum quickly, loudly, for about 5 times.

MM:
It is I, your mighty medicine mom Shining Deer. Fellow Big Braves and Little Braves, welcome to our council fire. Here we show our respect for the traditions of the Native Americans who lived here many years ago. As you watch and listen at this campfire tonight, be aware of the nature around you.  Keep silent and listen to everything that will be said this evening, as this is the wish of the Great Spirit Gitchie Manitou.

TomTom:  Beats the drum quickly, loudly, for about 3 times.

MM:  

My forefathers directed me:



To the South, so I might have the power of the bear;

To the West, so I might have the courage of the eagle;

To the East, so I might have the wisdom of the owl;

To the North, so I might have the cunning of the fox;

To the Earth, so I might receive her fruits;

To the Sky, so I might lead a virtuous life.

I now ask the Great Spirit, Gitchie Manitou to join us tonight.  Great Spirit, please show us you are here tonight! 
(If the fire has not been started, the Medicine Mom begins her dance around the fire as it mystically lights or calls upon the “Fire starter” to light the fire.)
TomTom:  
Keep the beat steady, but increase the tempo and intensity over a short period of time.  Medicine Man will dance around the fire until the fire begins. If the fire is already lit upon arrival, the Medicine Mom will dance around the fire 2-3 times.
End of Introduction

MIGHTY MIAMI NATION NEW TRIBE INDUCTION CEREMONY

TomTom: 
(Soft, steady drumbeat)

CHIEF:
Mighty Miami Nation, many moons have passed and our nation continues to become stronger. We are honored to have a new tribe join the mighty Miami Nation and walk in the footsteps of the tribes that have come before them.
I call forth Recycling Hawk and his son Playful Bird to join me next to the council fire. 

The Blackhawk tribe seeks to join this strong nation and grow the bonds between Father and Son. May the Blackhawk tribe cherish the joys and memories of the time they spend in the Miami Nation. May all present and future members be friends always as fathers/mothers and sons. Many braves will grow with the Blackhawk tribe.  We hope that the time they spend with the tribe will be rewarding. The love between a father/mother and son is the greatest gift we can give to each other. May the Great Spirit will be with your tribe.
Recycling Hawk, with this Head Dress I pass on to you the power and wisdom of the ancestors of the Miami Nation. Lead your tribe wisely and seek to teach the ways of the Algonquin Longhouse Indian Guides Program to all who pass through the Blackhawk tribe. 

Playful Bird with this headdress encourage you to support your Chief and be an example to your fellow little braves in the Blackhawk tribe.

I, Bald Eagle, Chief of the Mighty Miami Nation declare Recycling Hawk Chief of the Blackhawk tribe.  

Big Braves and Little Braves of the Miami Nation, I ask you to support our new tribe they strive to make the Miami Nation ever strong with a mighty HOW HOW!

TomTom:   
(Ten loud beats.)

CHIEF:  
Will all the Big Braves and little braves of the Blackhawk tribe please step forward. Big Braves, hold your son’s hand and both Big Brave and Little Brave will repeat after me in saying the AIMS of the Miami Nation.
To be clean in body and pure in heart.
To be been pals forever with my Father/Son.
To  love the sacred circle of our families.
To be attentive while others speak.
To love our neighbors as ourselves.
To seek and preserve the beauty of the Great Spirit's work in forest, field, and stream. 
These AIMS will be your compass to guide you throughout your life. Promise to uphold the aims of the Indian Guides program.
TomTom: 
(Six loud beats to symbolize the 6 Aims of the Promise.)

CHIEF:  
I, Bald Eagle, Chief of the Mighty Miami Nation declare the Blackhawk tribe a members of the Mighty Miami Nation!  Let us welcome our new Tribe with three mighty HOW HOW’s!

End of New Tribe Induction Ceremony

MIAMI NATION INDUCTION CEREMONY

TomTom: 
Beats slow, soft beats. Once all is in readiness, the tom tom beater ends with two loud beats. 

CHIEF:
New inductees when your name is called please step forward. Little Brave stand in front of your Big Brave. Please form a circle facing the fire. 

TomTom:

Start slow soft beat.

SACHEM:
Hear us, Oh Chief (TomTom beater stops)
CHIEF:


Who speaks?

SACHEM:
It is I, Hunts with Arrows, Sachem of the Miami Nation, speaking for a number of Big Braves and Little Braves who have heard the call of the Great Spirit.

CHIEF:
Hunts with Arrows, Nation Sachem, have you the names of the braves seeking induction?  

SACHEM:
O mighty Chief, I have their names. 

CHIEF:
Please bring them forward and proceed.

SACHEM: 
Will each Big Brave and Little Brave step forward when your names are called.  (Sachem reads the following).

	Little Brave
	Big Brave
	Tribe

	Logan Ball, Flash Thunder

	Kevin Ball, Big Thunder 
	Blackhawk

	Liam Newman, Playful Bird

	Chris Newman, Recycling Hawk
	Blackhawk

	Lucas Fernandez-Geddes, Snow Bear

	Dan Fernandez, Snow Glider
	Blackhawk

	Beckett McKeough, Rushing River

	Brian McKeough, Snapping Twig
	Blackhawk

	Kieran McKeough, Storm Cloud

	Brian McKeough, Snapping Twig
	Blackhawk


SACHEM: 
O Mighty Chief, these Big Braves and Little Braves standing with me have heard the call of Gitchie Manitou. They are here because they wish to become members of the Miami Nation.

CHIEF:

It is well!  Are your Braves prepared for induction?
SACHEM: 

Chief they are ready!

TomTom:

Again starts a slow steady beat.

CHIEF:
Have they heard the purpose, slogan, pledge and aims of the Algonquin Longhouse?

SACHEM: 
They have.

CHIEF: 
Shining Deer, Medicine Mom of the Miami Nation, call forth the Great Spirit that these new braves are prepared and worthy to come into the MIGHTY Miami Nation.

MM:
Gitchie Manitou, Great Spirit, Master of Life, in the spirit of council, peace and brotherhood we ask you to be with us and take part in our ceremony.  (brief pause)


Chief, these Braves are worthy!

CHIEF:
Soon to be members, here in the camp of the four winds, you will learn of the things you must do to be worthy members of the Algonquin Longhouse Indian Guides program.  You will also learn what you must give up if you want to be warmed before the Council Fire of the Great Spirit.  

MM:
The winds that roam the world will tell you what they have seen in all the tribes, the qualities that make a good Algonquin Guide.  Let the voice of the tom tom call the North Wind – KABIBONKA

TomTom:

2 loud beats

KABIBONKA:

Kabibonka dramatically waves his/her torch  

I am Kabibonka, the North Wind.  I am strong.  I do great things.  From my lodge I see the beaver hard at work, working always together, and I tell you that the way to be strong is to do your part always, to help others, and never to shirk duty.  Then your lodges will always be filled with happiness.

MM:
So speaks the North Wind.  Now let the tom tom summon SHAWONDASSE, the South Wind.

TomTom:

4 loud beats.

SHAWONDASSE:

(follow same procedure as Kabibonka)

I am Shawondasse, the South Wind.  I am the warm wind, the bearer of love.  On the winds I carry laughter, and I tell you that the way to bring happiness is to love your family, even as it tells you in the ritual – to love the sacred circle of your family, so you may always live together in peace and honor.

MM:
So speaks Shawondasse.  Now let the tom tom call to WABUN, the East Wind.

TomTom:

6 loud beats.

WABUN:

(follow same procedure as Kabibonka)

I am Wabun, the East Wind.  I am the one that blows from the lodge of the sunrise.  With me comes the life giving sunshine of the Great Spirit, the Master of Life.  Just as every living thing must have the sun to live, I tell you that every good brave must recognize the importance of the Great Spirit, and do only those things, which will be acceptable in his sight.

MM:
So speaks Wabun, and now let the tom tom call KABEYUN, the West Wind.

TomTom:

8 loud beats.

KABEYUN:

(follow same procedure as Kabibonka)

I am Kabeyun, the West Wind.  I am the father of all winds because I live in the sunset land where the day has grown old.  And I tell you that everything that lives must change.  Small Braves will become braver, and this is as it should be; if they remember that good Algonquin Guides are Pals Forever, father/ mother and son, for not even the four winds are as strong as a parent and son standing together.

TomTom:
12 loud beats, then return to soft steady beats as the four winds return to their original place.
MM:
You have heard the great spirits of the world tell you of those things that will bring happiness and good to your wigwams.  But it is not possible to achieve these things unless both father/mother and son are willing to make sacrifices.

The Med Man & son walk in front of the new big braves as they hand out the corn kernels to the father/mother (only) inductees.

CHIEF: 


(As the Med man hands out the corn)  

Fathers and Mothers, I know each of you has the best

interests of your son at heart, or you would not be here tonight.  But there is one trait of character that may ruin your success as an Algonquin Longhouse Brave.  This is SELFISHNESS.  When your brave wants you to spend time with him, you must find time.  The years go by quickly, and it will not be long that they will be asking this of you.  I am going to ask each of you to sacrifice this trait so that you can work with your son as a true Indian Brave should.  Big Braves, if you are willing to do this, step forward and drop your sacrifice in the fire to show that you are willing to burn selfishness out of you heart, and put THOUGHTFULNESS in its place.  (Med Man leads the way by dropping his kernel in the fire)

TomTom:
Loud, quick beats as fathers and mothers put their corn kernels in the fire.  Then return to the soft steady beat.

MM:
The Med Man & Son walks in front of the new little braves as they hand out the corn kernels to the Son only inductees.

CHIEF: 
Little Braves, you have seen your father/mother ready to sacrifice selfishness.  This means that they have resolved to find time to do things with you.  But that does not mean that they will always do things when and where you want them to.  You must have PATIENCE.  Little Braves step forward and drop your sacrifice in the fire to burn impatience out of your heart and replace it with PATIENCE. 
MM: 



Med Man’s son leads the way by dropping his corn in the fire.
TomTom:
Again loud, quick beats as little braves put corn kernels in the fire.

SACHEM:

O chief, my brothers are ready for induction.

CHIEF:
It is well. Big Braves and Little Braves face each other and clasp your right hands. Place your left hand on the shoulder of the person next to you. 

The position you have now assumed has a meaning.  The right hand clasp denotes the close relationship of father/mother and son.  The hands on the shoulders of your pals denote the unity of our nation.  The handclasp of the Big Chief with the braves shows the connecting bonds of the Nation with the Algonquin Longhouse’s guiding hand of this Program.  Please repeat our oath with me: I promise to observe - all the aims of the Algonquin Guides Program – and to foster the companionship - of father/mother and son – in Teepee, Village and Tribe – under the four winds of heaven. 

TomTom:

Start slow steady beat.

MM:
Braves, you have indeed heard the call of the Great Spirit, Gitchie Manitou, and have learned well the aims and ideals of the Algonquin Longhouse Guides Program.  The companionship that you seek is true friendship of father/mother and son.

CHIEF:
My brothers, I welcome you to the Miami Nation of the Algonquin Federation.  As you continue in this program, think often about what you have heard tonight, and strive always to practice these ideals.  NOONWAY!





You may now return to your tribes.

End of Induction Ceremony

EIGHT-CLAW AND HAYLUSHKA CEREMONIES
TomTom:
(Slow, soft beating.)

HLK:
The Mighty Miami Nation will now proceed with the 8 Claw and Haylushka Ceremonies.

TomTom: 


(Stop with 1 loud beat)

CHIEF:
I would like to call forward White Cloud, the Haylushka Chief of the Mighty Miami Nation, who will lead us in our 8 Claw and Haylushka Ceremony.

HLK:
Thank you Bald Eagle.  How! How! Mighty Miami! (Pause for response.)  It is good.  Mighty Miami, I am honored to lead you in the Mighty Brave Eight Claw and Haylushka Ceremonies.  Let the Ceremony begin!

TomTom:
(3 loud beats.)
EIGHT-CLAW AWARD
HLK:
Nation Sachem, have we any braves worthy to receive the Mighty Brave Eight Claw Award or the highest honor of Hay-Lush-Ka?

SACHEM:
Yes, O Mighty HayLushKa Chief. We do have braves that have proven worthy to receive the Mighty Brave Eight Claw Award. 

To begin our Eight Claw ceremony, I now call forth those members ready to receive their award.
	Little Brave
	Big Brave
	Tribe

	Rhett Allord Hunting Eagle


	Shane Allord, Hunts with Arrows, 
	SAC

	Ronan Allord Thinking Bear


	Shane Allord, Hunts with Arrows,
	SAC

	Colin O'Kelly Lone Howling Wolf


	Mark O’Kelly, Thunder Bolt
	SAC

	Cooper O'Kelly Clever Running Fox


	Mark O’Kelly, Thunder Bolt
	SAC


SACHEM:
(Line the braves in a row off to the side of the stage area)

HLK:
The highest award in the Algonquin Longhouse Guides Program is the Hay-Lush-Ka Award. However, before a brave can achieve this award, he must first earn all eight Bear Claws.

HLK:
(Holding up the Mighty Eight Claw Patch)


This is the special Mighty Brave Eight Claw Award. It can only be received after a Big and Little Brave earn all eight basic bear claws. The meaning of each claw is:
Yellow:
Know the Indian and Paleface names of all Tribal Members

Orange: 
Know all the Aims, Slogan and Pledge

White:
Make a Tribal Craft or Property

Green:
Attend a Nation Campout

Gold:
Bring a new member into the tribe or attend a recruitment event

Black:
Sing “Pals Forever”

Red:
Attend the meeting of another Tribe

Blue:
Attend a Tribal Overnight

This in itself is a great achievement. Therefore, candidates, it gives me great honor to present you with the Miami Nation, Mighty Brave Eight Claw Award, as you have worked hard to earn this. As Hay-Lush-Ka Chief I proclaim you all to be Mighty Braves and I encourage you to continue your journey to attain the status of Hay-Lush-ka.  [If you are also being inducted into the Hay-Lush-Ka Counsel this evening, I invite you to remain here.]

[Turning to the audience . . . ]  And now Miami Nation this ends our 8 Claw Ceremony.  But first, please join me in giving our new 8 Claw braves a loud How How!
End of Eight Claw Ceremony

CLOSING CEREMONY
MED Mom: 
Closing Prayer AND DANCE!

NATION CHIEF:   How How Mighty Miami Nation (wait for response).  Say a few “closing words” and make any necessary announcements.
 End with:  MAY THE GREAT SPIRIT OF ALL GOOD SPIRITS BE WITH YOU

NOW AND FOREVERMORE, COUNCIL IS ENDED

NOONWAY!
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