
AUGUST 2020
Dear Members,

Although events have been on hold due to Covid-19, the Board has ‘’discovered’’ Zoom. Regular night time meetings have been held 
and it is hoped that once life returns to normal that Board meetings can be held as a mixture of face-to-face and online. This will result in 
cost saving to the Society and will possibly also permit people who may have problems in obtaining a lot of time off work to consider 
standing for the Board.

⇒ The Board has reluctantly accepted the resignations of three people who have assisted the Society over the last few years, 
contributing many hours of work:

• Deb Watson has recently resigned as the Society bookkeeper, her increased workload coupled with the extra Finance Zoom 
meetings meant that she felt she no longer could commit to the amount of hours that the position required. The Board wishes to 
thank Deb for her assistance over the past few years. Kristen Elvy from Integrity BAS and Bookkeeping Solutions has been 
appointed at the Society bookkeeper. Kristen, as well as being a BAS agent, is also a qualified accountant with audit experience. 
She has recently been providing some much-needed MYOB training to the staff as well as assisting with integration problems 
between the main AHSA registry system and the MYOB accounting system used.

• The Board has also reluctantly accepted the resignation of Leonie Williamson from the Judge & Official Committee (JOC). Leonie, 
in the position of Secretary, has been a driving force behind this Committee. Leonie is currently enjoying a year (or so) travelling 
around Australia and was finding it increasingly difficult to commit to the position while battling often very substandard internet 
service in remote areas. The Board has appointed Yvonne Downes to fulfil the role of JOC Secretary until the Committee is 
reappointed in 2021.

• Aaron Schmidt has been a member of the AHSA Advisory Committee for the last couple of years as well as the Constitution 
committee. He provided valuable assistance drafting the proposed new Constitution and his expertise and considered opinions 
will be missed. Aaron has resigned from the Committee due to another appointment. Following Aaron’s resignation, the Board 
reviewed the need to have a formal Advisory Committee and have determined that this was not needed. I wish to thank Tegan 
Harris and Nikki Frisby for their time on this Committee and am pleased to report that they have both confirmed that they are still 
happy to assist the Board when required.

⇒ Members will recall that towards the end of 2019, the Board appointed Ron and Val Males to be joint Patrons of The Arabian Horse 
Society of Australia Ltd. It was hoped to officially present Ron and Val with their Patron badges at the 2020 AGM, unfortunately covid-19 
means that a

physical AGM is unlikely to be held this year. On 15th July, I had the pleasure of presenting Ron and Val with their badges on a beautiful 
winter’s day in Bathurst. The first task of these amazing people was to present the newest Honorary Life Member with her Life Member 
badge. The Board is very pleased to announce that Pam Roydhouse has been awarded an Honorary Life Membership of the Society. 
Pam has been a member of the Society for over 60 years, was a very active and influential National Panel judge and is a breeder that is 
recognised throughout the world.

⇒ The AHSA Competition Rule Book has been undergoing its annual review and is expected to be published on the AHSA website 
soon. All such documents can be found on the Fees, Form, Rules & Regulations section of the website and members are reminded 
that the onus is on the member to ensure that these documents are complied with. There are a few minor changes to the document and 
a couple of major ones. The rules relating to eligibility to compete and exhibition of Broodmares has had a major review. The Board 
considered the issue of approved safety helmets which have been mandatory for Youth competitors for many years. An increasing 
amount of Societies have introduced mandatory wearing of approved safety helmets for all competitors in all events. The Board is aware 
that some members may not be in favour of such a regulation but felt that as a duty of care it was essential to introduce such a rule.

⇒ Older NSW members may remember the late Jean Findlay-Gower who bred a number of very good horses under the prefix Balfron 
and was a regular judge around the Sydney area for many years. Jean recently passed away and left the Society a bequest in her will. It 
was felt that this should be used for a purpose that would further educate and it has been decided that Youth should benefit from this 
generous donation. Youth clinics will be established to be held on a rotating basis between the states with a maximum budget of $1000 
per year. Affiliates will be advised once all criteria have been established.

⇒ The Board have been concerned about the amount of transfers that are never processed as the new owners do not wish to become 
members. In year gone past, geldings and derivative mares could be transferred and registered by non-members with an additional non-
member levy added to the normal transaction fee. The Board has decided, on a trial basis, to introduce a similar incentive. Until the end 
of the year people may transfer and reciprocal register all geldings and derivative and API mares without the requirement of AHSA 
membership with an additional non-member transaction fee of $40 in addition to the usual fee. Membership of AHSA or an Affiliate will 
still be required in order to attend shows as a condition of insurance cover.

⇒ The Registration amnesty, originally scheduled to end on 31 July, has been so popular that the decision has been made to extend it 
until the end of the year. This initiative has resulted in many people submitting registration applications for older horses, most choosing 
to pay at the time of registration rather than availing themselves of the pay-off option. It is wonderful that members have taken 
advantage of this opportunity, it is very important that all eligible horses are registered in order that their breeding is recorded.

⇒ Export paperwork continues to be a major problem for the Society. The Board is aware that many endurance horses are exported 
without any export documentation being done at the time of export. This often causes problems in future years when the new owners 
decide that they want paperwork especially if the horse has been exported without DNA having been done or if the horse is only foal 
recorded. Foal Recording is a domestic recording that allows members to decide if they wish a colt foal to remain a colt or become a 
gelding. It is not a registration that is recognised in other countries and therefore must be upgraded to stallion or gelding in order for 
export documents to be provided. A bigger problem is when a horse is exported prior to registration. A new owner often then decides, 
sometimes years later, that they would like registration and sometimes, especially with older horses, this can be very problematic as 
breeders and service certificates need to be sourced. These ‘’problem’’ exports can take considerable time, months in fact, and some 
are never resolved. The Board has determined that where substantial additional investigation is required a $500 additional processing 
fee may be required. A number of exports remain in the ‘export file’ as they have been sold, transfers submitted but the purchaser is 
expected to finalise payment and supply export photos. These often remain ‘unexported’ for years and some are never resolved. Again 
these require considerable chasing over many months and sometimes years, the Board has therefore determined that incomplete 
Export paperwork be archived after six (6) months and an archive retrieval fee of $100 be received before any further work is performed 
on that paperwork.
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⇒  Plans are underway for the Australian Arabian National Championships to be held at Boneo Park. Victoria, at the beginning of 
March 2021. Although the situation in Victoria looks grim at the moment, it is hoped that by the time entries open later this year that the 
covid-19 situation will have improved sufficiently to permit the show to proceed. Katherine McMahon, Jayne Bellchambers and their 
team of enthusiastic workers have some new incentives for exhibitors and the show will include a Youth Championships component 
replacing some of the Youth Championships event that was unable to proceed in 2020. The Board has been contacted by a number of 
members concerned about the fact that they are unable to qualify horses for the Australian Arabian National Championships. Due to 
the unusual situation this year the Board has resolved that for the 2021 AANC, only, there will be no performance requirements for 
horses to enter the show.

⇒  Due to covid-19 restrictions the Archive committee have not been able to attend the AHSA office as yet, so not a lot has happened.  
This year Gudrun Martini and Adam King have been welcomed onto the committee, assisting Yvonne Downes and Greg Liddle The 
Archives committee is interested in obtaining archival material for safekeeping. Unfortunately, personal memorabilia, although of great 
value to the person who collected it, may not be relevant to the AHSA as a whole and therefore not technically Archive material 
although very interesting. Any member who feels that they have some archival material that they would be prepared to send to the 
Society is asked to please take a photo of it prior to sending it in order that the historical archival value to the Society and membership 
as a whole can be ascertained. The Society has received some wonderful historical photos and items that can be safeguarded for the 
future. If anyone has any items that they feel would be archival please take a photo of it and email it to Yvonne at ennovyar@gmail.com 
(or one of the Archives committee) or phone Yvonne on
0427 562314.   Old photos that may be part of a family collection can be shared on one of the many Facebook sites so that all 
members and Arabian enthusiasts can enjoy them.

⇒  ECAHO – the Board has been considering whether it is in the best interests of the Society membership as a whole to proceed with 
the membership application to ECAHO. ECAHO has recently amended its policy relating to guest judges and this, together with the 
differences in the competition rule books for both organisations, has resulted in the Board determining that the AHSA should not 
proceed with membership of ECAHO.

⇒  It is anticipated that The Society AGM will be held in September on the Zoom meeting platform. All relevant information and 
documentation will be emailed to all members soon. Reports for all the Committees and Subcommittees as well at the usual AGM 
reports and a revised Proxy form will be found on the Society website. Members will need to register for the meeting.

⇒  The proposed new Constitution for the Society has had a major review and will be presented to the membership for approval at the 
upcoming Annual General Meeting. The Board was very keen to be able to hold a face-to-face AGM this year but due to the 
deteriorating covid-19 situation the decision has been made to hold it via a Zoom meeting platform. The Board wishes to thank 
Vanessa Crosland, Helen Rutland, Cheryl Clegg, Marie Hutchison, Mark Saggers, Mark Skinner, Aaron Schmidt and Tegan Harris for 
the amazing amount of work they have put into the document in order to get it to the point of distribution. No document will ever be 
100% what every single



member wants but it is felt that this document will fulfil the needs and wishes of most of the members, if not all. A Constitution is a 
living document and can be amended by a Notice of Motion to a future AGM at any time.

⇒  Congratulations to Victorian member, Mathew Haddow on undertaking to run a very successful online Liberty Show for Arabians. 
What set this apart from other similar events was that it was supported throughout the world and gave Arabian enthusiasts the 
opportunity to compete in a unique event while physical shows were being cancelled.

⇒  All judges, please note that there is a new email address for the Judges & Officials Committee (JOC) – joc@ahsa.asn.au

⇒  On a sad note, I would personally like to express my condolences to Les Bradney on the loss of Tom Tancred of Eastwinds 
Arabian Stud. Tom was a walking studbook and encyclopedia of knowledge of all things Arabian. He was always happy to share his 
knowledge and expertise with old and new members, encouraging many breeders venturing into the Arabian industry. Tom and Les 
imported a number of very influential Arabians and their genetics have contributed to many studs throughout Australia and overseas. 
Due to the current covid-19 situation, a service for Tom will be held later in the year at Dogs NSW, Orchard Hills.

⇒  On behalf of the Board, I also wish to express condolences to Norma Walker and Tracey Fry on the passing of Paul Walker. Paul 
and Norma founded Bluegrass Arabian Stud in Victoria and were well known as the breeders of a dynasty of beautiful Arabians that 
were a force to be reckoned with in the showring. Paul was also an exceptional farrier and will be very much missed.

⇒  Resumption of competitions – while a lot of members are very keen to resume competitive events, sadly this is unlikely for the 
majority of our members.  At this stage, Affiliates are only free to conduct events, provided they are in accordance with their individual 
state government legislation and guidelines.

These are the requirements for running a sanctioned AHSA Affiliate Event in the current climate:

• Show must be conducted in accordance with individual State COVID Legislation and Guidelines.
• Shows must be pre-entry only (this will capture ALL Participant/Attendee Details).
• A risk assessment, signed by all committee, which includes that they agree to adhere to all state guidelines must be submitted 

to AHSA. This will be filed with AHSA and submitted to the Insurance Company (if requested).

o Neither the AHSA nor our Insurers can provide you with a Risk Assessment or COVID Checklist as there are such large 
variations between the states.  We do suggest however, that you use the State Government Regulations and perhaps the EA 
Covid Safe Plan https://www.qld.equestrian.org.au/covid-19 whilst also adapting and addressing matters such as: contact 
handing out ribbons, wristbands etc, cleaning of surfaces and toilets, having a register of everyone on the grounds etc.

• There must be a notice to participants stating that entry to the show is done with their knowledge that a pandemic named 
Covid-19 is still active in Australia and neither the Affiliate, AHSA or the Committee will be held liable for any Covid related 
incident that may occur as a result of participation.  (This could be in the form of a signed declaration upon entry to the 
show).  No signed acknowledgment, no entry.

• An on the day declaration would also be advisable to cover the typical covid related questions (ie. Are you aware of the covid 
risk, have you been unwell, have you had a temperature etc.) !

Affiliates must adhere to the requirements above as failure to do so may affect not only your own Affiliate Insurance but possibly 
other AHSA and AHSA Affiliate Insurance.

The completed and signed Risk Assessment must be lodged in ample time for the Judges and Officials Committee to review and 
sanction the event.

This newsletter contains a brief profile of Kevin Howard (Treasurer) and myself (Chairman) below. It is hoped to feature two Board 
members each issue.

Some important issues above:

⇒  Rule Book – safety helmets & broodmares
⇒  JOC – new email address joc@ahsa.asn.au
⇒  AGM date – September 2020 via Zoom platform – date to be advised soon
⇒  Registration amnesty extension
⇒  Membership requirement for transfer and reciprocal registration
⇒  Export problems
⇒  AANC – qualifications waived for 2021 Show

Kind Regards,

Greg Liddle
Chairman
AHSA Board of Directors



Double click here to Congratulations to the recipients of the following awards which were to be presented at the AGM of the 
Society, now sadly required to be conducted via Zoom due to Covid-19 restrictions.

Nomination forms for the 2020 Racing, Endurance and Ambassador Awards can be found in this newsletter and on the Society 
website. The Board will consider the nominations received from Members, including Board members, and determine whether 
an award is to be presented for the year. Lifetime Achievement Awards are allocated occasionally to horses that have 
demonstrated exceptional performance over several years. These can only be won by a horse once in its lifetime.

Owner Breeder

WAHO Award 2020 Simeon Saada F16190 Marion Richmond
Marion
Richmond

Lifetime Achievement 
Award – Arabian 
Derivative

Trincada Strike APS1564 Susan Williams Susan Williams

Lifetime Achievement
Award – Arabian
Racing

PVE Remington S27395 Renee & Kane Kelso Peter Rutten

2019 Endurance Horse of 
the Year

Beaucheval Akhiran G22464 Trish Smith
Karen & Andrew
Holmes

2019 Arabian
Racehorse of the Year

Zalina F30906 Richard Collyer Richard Collyer

2020 Arabian
Ambassador

Malleegrove Mandalla S23009
Jessie & John Preece
& Caroline Payne

Peta Dickson

2020 Arabian Derivative 
Ambassador

Aloha Gladiator AWG800 Charlotte Phillips
Mary & James
Triggs

Distinguished service awards are awarded by the Board to 
people who have contributed ‘’above and beyond’’ to the 
Society over several years. They may be show organisers, 
people who have promoted the Society overseas, Affiliate 
Committee members, Board members etc. There is no 
requirement for these to be presented on an annual basis, 
rather when and if the Board deems that a person has 
fulfilled the criteria.
Honorary Life Memberships are presented on rare 
occasions to members who, in the opinion of the Board, 
have contributed in an exceptional manner to the Society 
over many years and are recognised for these 
contributions by their peers.

Honorary Life Membership Pamela Roydhouse NSW
Distinguished Service Award Clint Bilson Vic
Distinguished Service Award Megan Browning Qld
Distinguished Service Award Olivia Cleary Vic
Distinguished Service Award Teresa Edwards NSW
Distinguished Service Award Erica Stotter WA

If you know a horse or a member that you feel is worthy of any of our AHSA Awards, then please go to the website to 
complete a nomination.

AHSA Awards

The Australian Arabian Horse News Issue Two 

will be closing on

1st September so now is the time to get your 

advertising in at these great rates. FREE Layout 

designed

with all advertising purchased. Contact: Kerri

on kerrieditor@gmail.com

or on 0413 500562

Staying at home saves lives

You can help stop the spread of the virus.

•Distancing slows the spread of COVID-19
•The virus spreads mainly through coughs and sneezes
•You’ll help protect essential resources for the sickest patients

#StayHome



My initial introduction to horse breeding was with Partbred Arabians and in those days I was very involved with the Buckskin 
and Palomino Societies. I was a founding member of the committee that organised the very successful All Breeds Gelding 
Show in NSW for many years. Australian Ponies came next and these were bred with great success under the Bureyer prefix 
with stock winning Supremes around Australia at major Stud Shows and Royals. Of these my favourite would have to be a 
mare called Bureyer Katinga, this mare had an exemplary show career and created a dynasty of Royal and National Show 
winners, some of which are still with me today. Those days saw me commit to becoming Federal Councillor of the APSB and 
Federal President, as well as being honoured with a life membership of the Australian Saddle Pony Association. One of my 
biggest thrills showing was a Thoroughbred stallion called Rockman (owned by Bob and Colleen Orr, Parkes) winning 
Supreme Led Thoroughbred Exhibit at the Sydney Royal Easter Show against 350 horses. However, I had always retained 
my original love of Arabians so when the opportunity arose, my partner and I began to acquire some more of these. Like all 
things addictive, these have now taken over. There is nothing more thrilling than seeing Arabians showing off of their own 
accord in big open paddocks.

My family has always been based in Sydney but I have always loved the country life and apart from those years when 
employment deemed that I had to be in Sydney I have lived in regional NSW. Four years ago, after searching for many 
years, Michael and I purchased the beautiful grazing property, “Wiruna”, at Boorowa in southern NSW. This place is our oasis 
and it gives us great pleasure to see our animals grazing on the rolling hills.

MEET THE BOARD – KEVIN HOWARD

(Treasurer and Chairman of Finance Sub-Committee)

I completed my two University Degrees in 1967 and commenced my professional 
career in practice as a Chartered Accountant.

For 6 years I was very fortunate in being able to work and travel overseas in some 
very remote and fascinating locations doing consulting work for both the World Bank 
and the Asian Development Bank.

As a Consultant to the oil industry I also spent 18 months working and living in the 
deep South of the USA.  A lovely Country to work in or visit – but not to live in 
permanently.

For quite a few years I was also a semi-professional musician with a real love for 
Dixieland Jazz and Blues – I still hold that love to this day.

I have owned/bred/trained/shown horses since I was 14 -–60+ years or so -– but my 
love for the Arabian Horse came when I first saw them at the Royal Adelaide Show in 
1961.

At one stage I was conducting my practice full time plus running a Stud with 30+ horses – time became a very precious 
commodity.

I also have had a deep interest and love of aviculture since I was about 7 or 8 years old – have kept and bred nearly every 
specie of Australian Parrot and Cockatoo and a countless number of Finch species.  Today I have cut this back and now just 
concentrate on the Finches, both Red & White Tail Black Cockatoos and Major Mitchells.

Whenever I have spare time I really enjoy my 2 acres of extensive gardens – which includes an extensive number and variety 
(over 200) of Tulips, Azaleas, Camellias and Fuchsias.

For a bit over 40 years I have been actively involved in Native Animal rescue – for both NAN & RSPCA – at last count I had 
hand raised in excess of 150 Red & Grey Kangaroos, Koalas, Wombats, Echidnas etc and various birds – still have a private 
collection.

My other great love is good food and wine – and I have a great interest in Viticulture and Oenology (wine making). My first 
venture in to this industry was in 1971 in the famed Coonawarra District in S.A.  Since 1998 my sole involvement has been in 
the Grampians (Great Western District) in Victoria. This District is rich with fantastic wines and the breath-taking scenery of 
the Grampians Mountains.

I have 2 Sons who I am very proud of – both have excelled in their professional careers and personal lives  -- what more can 
a Parent wish for ?

My 2 beautiful Grand-daughters (8 & 4) keep me grounded and on my toes – never a dull moment with them !!

One day I might get time to retire and enjoy travelling in my Winnebago – it has been out of the shed twice in the 8 years 
since I purchased it.  For an 8 year old motorhome it probably has the lowest number of km on the speedo of any vehicle in 
Australia !!!!!!!!

MEET THE BOARD - GREG LIDDLE 

(Chairman)

I grew up in the western suburbs of Sydney. Coming from a non 
horsey family, my horse fix was limited to attending the Sydney 
Royal Easter Show with my grandfather.

My parents bought me my first horse when I was 14 and then told 
me I had to get a casual job to fund it. My grandfather got me a 
casual job at Harold Park at the trots on Friday nights, my first 
pay check was $11.20 which in those days completely funded my 
horse and allowed

me to save enough money to buy my 1st car which came a few 
years later.

After finishing school I commenced work with the NSW Dept. of 
Agriculture. Through this employment, which spanned more than 
30 years, I became a qualified Meat Inspector and later I gained

an associate diploma in food technology. My job took me to most areas of New South Wales from Warialda in the north, to 
Broken Hill in the west and Culcairn in the south. After leaving the Dept of Ag. I went into private enterprise which saw me 
based in both Sydney and in Cambridge NZ for a short time.




