
Biographical Note of the Nominee – Gudrun Martini 

Nominated by: Val Males 

I have know Gudrun since 1966 and can vouch for her sincere passion for the Arabian Breed.  

Recently retired after ten years with Australia Post, Gudrun has had a burning desire to again 

represent our Society Members on ‘the Board’. 

Gudrun’s long-term association with Arabians began in 1964 when, until 1971, she worked at 

“Fenwick” (then Australia’s foremost Arabian Stud) where she managed many famous 

Stallions, including Silver Spot, Sindh (imp UK), Shafreyn (imp UK), etc. 

Gudrun began her “Heritage Arabian Stud” in 1972 with three foundation mares from 

“Fenwick”.  She has bred many fine Arabians as well as Partbreds and Anglos.  As well, 

Gudrun showed her horses in hand and under saddle with considerable success. 

Now a Life Member, Gudrun joined the Victorian Arabian Horse Association Inc. in 1970 and 

during the next 30 years held all Management positions (except Treasurer).  As Secretary of 

VAHA Inc. she oversaw the transition of the Victorian Arabian Championship Show into the 

“Classic” and saw it moved from Bendigo Showground to the Royal Melbourne Showgrounds. 

In 1975 Gudrun passed the Arabian Judges’ examination.  She later earned the distinction of 

becoming a National Panel Judge.  Gudrun is a former EA accredited judge and is currently on 

the Judging Panels of several Coloured Breeds.  She has judged at the highest levels in every 

State and Territory in Australia, and has also judged in New Zealand (twice) as well as 

Germany. 

From 2010 to 2016 Gudrun was a hard working AHSA Board Member.  During these years, 

she served time of Chairperson of the Judges Executive Committee, and until recently was a 

Judges’ Mentor and Examiner, and Chairperson of the Australian Championships Committee.  

She was also an active member of the Archives Committee. 

A recipient of the Distinguished Service Award in 2010, Gudrun has a wealth of knowledge of 

the Arabian Horse and its Derivatives, a dedicated passion for the Breed, a deep understanding 

of its history in Australia and, experience in the expectations of working as a Board Member. 

Gudrun felt compelled to resign from the Board last year because of her work constraints.  

Now, with much more time available, Gudrun feels she can devote the necessary time and 

effort that a position on the Board deserves. 

Realising that there is still room for building better relationships between our Society Members 

and the Board, Gudrun would dearly like to help achieve this important goal by becoming “a 

listening voice” for Members.  And, if given the opportunity, I am sure this goal would be 

achievable. 

Because of her numerous capabilities, combined with extensive knowledge and long-time 

experience with the Arabian Breed and its Derivatives, her unquestionable sincerity, work ethic 

and practical “common sense” etc., I feel privileged to nominate Gudrun for a position on “The 

Board” where I am quite certain she would prove to be a valuable asset. 


