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I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself.  My name is Doug Kirby, I am a 

Technical Engineer who lives and works on the North side of Brisbane. 

My involvement with horses began at a very early age.  My parents kept and bred show 

ponies, mostly of the Welsh Pony (Sections A & B) and Australian Pony varieties. I was 

given my first pony, a grey Welsh B gelding when I was three and have been involved with 

horses ever since.  Including being involved with and holding positions on committees and 

spending untold hours helping to organise and run events. 

My introduction to the Arabian horse happened when I was 20.  I hadn’t been looking for one 

and had never thought of myself owning one.  It came about when a friend of mine owed me 

some money that they could not afford to pay back, so in place they gave me a two-year-old 

Arabian Filly.  My initial intention was to sell her on to recover the loss, but within a week, I 

was hooked.  She was the most amazing animal I had ever come across.  I still have her in my 

paddock to this day, still just as loved. 

Together we made our debut into the Arabian show ring and really did have to teach each 

other.  After some success with her and others I decided to put an end to showing, although I 

do hope to make a return to the show ring with a young filly that I bred.  So, my passion for 

the Arabian horse began many years ago.  Now, all those years and several horses later I am 

still just as passionate about the breed. 

I have met so many wonderful people, some of whom have become good friends, and look 

forward to meeting many more.  I believe in the Arabian Horse and their owners.  I feel it is a 

breed that must be preserved and not politicised or fall victim to fads and trends as other 

breeds have done.  I strongly believe that the Society and its Board are there to serve all 

members and to govern in the best interests of the Arabian Horse in Australia.  I also firmly 

believe that a Board serves and does not dictate.  I feel that there has been a shift toward 

promoting certain uses of the Arabian Horse whilst disregarding others.  I would like to see a 

balance restored, we are after all claiming to be the ‘versatile breed’.  I would like the Society 

to engage with members, to take their concerns on board and to work with the members to 

better the Society and the Arabian breed in Australia. 


