
Theophilus, I wrote the previous dissertation about everything that Jesus began to 
do—both what he did and taught—to the day that he commanded the apostles whom 
he had chosen by the Holy Spirit and was taken up on the cross. After he suffered, he 
presented himself alive to them with a lot of convincing evidence. He appeared to them 
for forty days and told them about God’s kingdom. 

While he was staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem. On the 
contrary, they were to wait for what the Father promised, which “you heard from me. 
Indeed, John immersed with water, but you will be immersed with the Holy Spirit after 
a few more days.” 

So, after they assembled together, they asked him, “Master, now are you going to 
restore the kingdom to Israel?”

Then he said to them, “It is not your right to understand the times and seasons that 
the Father has appointed by his authority. However, you will receive power after the 
Holy Spirit comes upon you. Then you will be my witnesses—in Jerusalem, all of Judea, 
Samaria, and to the farthest regions of the earth.”

So after he said this—while they were watching—he was lifted up, and a cloud car-
ried him out of their sight. As they were staring into the sky where he had gone (look at 
this!), two men in white clothing appeared to them and said, “Men of Galilee: why are 
you standing there staring at the sky? This Jesus, who was taken up into the sky from you, 
will come back in the same way that you watched him go into the sky!”

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the place called “The Mount of Olives,” 
which is near Jerusalem (about three-fifths of a mile away). When they entered the city, 
they went up to the upstairs room where they were staying (that is, Peter, John, James, 
Andrew, Philip, Thomas, Bartholemew, Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, Simon the 
Zealot, and Judas the son of James were staying there). All of them were unified in pur-
pose, devoting themselves to prayer with their wives and with Jesus’ mother, Mary, and 
his brothers.

THE ACTIONS OF THE

APOSTLES
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In those days, Peter stood up in front of the brothers (The group of people num-
bered about 120). He said, “Gentlemen! Brothers! It was necessary for the Scripture to 
be fulfilled that the Holy Spirit had spoken earlier by the mouth of David, when he spoke 
about Judas, who would become a guide for those who would arrest Jesus. You see, he 
belonged to our assembly, and received this ministry by lot. This man then acquired a 
field by his unrighteous wages. He fell head-first and burst open in the middle, and all of 
his entrails spilled out. This became known to everyone who lives in Jerusalem, and so 
that field in their language is called “Aceldama,” which means “bloody field.” You see, it is 
written in the Book of Psalms:

“’His residence should become deserted,
 And no one should live in it!”

“Furthermore:

“’Another person should take his office.”

“So, it needs to be one of the men who have accompanied us throughout the whole 
time that the Master went in and out among us (beginning at John’s immersion, until the 
day he was taken up from us)—one of these men must become a witness with us of his 
resurrection.”

Then they proposed two men: Joseph, who is called Barsabbas (his last name was 
Justus), and Matthias. Then they prayed: “You, Master, who know everyone’s hearts: re-
veal which one of these two you have chosen to take the position of this ministry and 
mission, from which Judas turned away to follow his own position.” Then they cast lots 
for them, and the lot fell upon Matthias, so he was chosen to accompany the eleven 
apostles.

Now, when the Day of Pentecost  had arrived, all of them were together in the same 
place. Suddenly, a sound came from the sky like a strong, rushing wind, and it filled the 
whole building where they were sitting. Then tongues that looked like fire appeared to 
them, which divided and came to rest on each one of them. All of them were filled with 
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them what to say.

Now, there were Jews living in Jerusalem who were devout men from every nation 
under heaven. So when this sound came, the masses came together and were thrown into 
confusion, because each one of them heard the apostles speaking in his own language. 
They were amazed and surprised, and they said, “Look! Are these not all Galileans? So 
how are all of us hearing this in our own native language? There are Parthians, Medes, 
and Elamites here, as well as some who live in Mesopotamia and Judea; others who live 
in Cappadocia, Pontus, and Asia; others who live in Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt, and 
the regions of Libya that is next to Cyrene; as well as Roman visitors. There are both Jews 
and converts to Judaism here—Cretans and Arabs—and we hear them speaking these 
great things about God in our languages!” All of them were amazed and did not know 
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what to say. They said to one another, “What could this mean?” However, others laughed 
at the apostles and said, “They are drunk on sweet wine!”

Then Peter stood up with the eleven, raised his voice, and spoke to them: “Gentle-
men! Judeans and all of you who are staying in Jerusalem: you need to know this! Listen 
to what I am saying! You see, these men are not drunk like you are assuming, because it 
is only nine in the morning. On the contrary, this is what was spoken through Joel the 
prophet:

“God says, ‘It will happen in the last days.
 I will pour out my Spirit on everybody,
Then your sons and daughters will prophesy,
 Your young men will see visions,
 And your old men will have visions in dreams.
Also in those days, I will pour out my Spirit 
 On both my male and female slaves, and they will prophesy.
I will also provide omens in the sky above and signs on the earth below—
 Blood, fire, and smoky vapor.
The sun will be changed into darkness, and the moon into blood,
 before the great and glorious day of the Master comes.
It will happen that everyone who calls on the Master’s name will be saved.”

“Men of Israel: listen to these words! Jesus of Nazareth is a man confirmed to you by 
God with miracles, omens, and signs that God performed through him in front of you—
you know this yourselves! By God’s established plan and foreknowledge, this man was 
betrayed; then you killed him by using lawless hands to nail him to a cross! God raised 
him up by breaking the stitches of death, because it was impossible for him to be held by 
its power. You see, David says to him:

“I have seen the Master in front of me through everything,
 Because he is at my side, so that I may not be shaken.
Because of this, my heart has rejoiced, and my tongue has celebrated.
 So my body will still dwell with hopefulness.
You see, you will not abandon my life in the grave
 Or allow your holy one to see decay.
You have declared the ways of life to me.
 With your presence you will make me completely happy.”

“Gentlemen! Brothers! As for David our ancestor, I can confidently tell you that 
he died and was buried—and his tomb is with us to this day! Therefore, since he was a 
prophet and knew that God had sworn him an oath that he would install someone on 
his throne from the fruit of his loins, he spoke from his foresight about the resurrection 
of the Messiah (that he would not be abandoned to the grave, and his body would not 
see decay). God has raised this Jesus, and all of us are witnesses of this! So since he has 
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ascended to God and received the promise (Holy Spirit) from the Father, He has poured 
this Spirit out, as you can both see and hear. You see, David did not ascend to the sky, 
but he says:

“The Master said to my Master, 
 ‘Sit at my side until I cause your enemies to be a stool for your feet.’”

So, the whole house of Israel needs to know without a doubt that God has made this 
Jesus—whom you crucified—both Master and Messiah!”

When they heard this, they felt stabbed in the heart. They said to Peter and the rest 
of the apostles, “Gentlemen! Brothers! What should we do?”

Then Peter said to them, “Repent; then each one of you needs to be immersed in 
the name of Jesus the Messiah for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. You see, this promise belongs to you, your children, and everyone 
who is far away whom God our Master has called.”

He urged and encouraged them with many more words. He said, “Be saved from 
this crooked generation!”

So, those who accepted his message were immersed, and about 3,000 souls were 
added to their group that day. They spent a lot of time in the apostles’ teaching, eating in 
fellowship, and prayers. Reverence was present in everyone’s life, and many omens and 
signs were performed through the apostles. So, all of the believers were together and 
shared everything. They sold their property and possessions and distributed the money 
to everyone as he needed it. They would spend a lot of time together in the temple every 
day. They would gather in every house to eat and eat food together with celebration and 
openness in their hearts. They would praise God and show kindness to all people, and 
every day the Master would add those who were being saved to their group.

Well, Peter and John went up to the temple at the time of prayer (three in the after-
noon). Now, a man was carried there who was lame since birth. He was put there every 
day by the temple door that is called “Beautiful,” so that he might beg for money from 
those who came into the temple. When he saw Peter and John approaching to enter the 
temple, he started begging to receive money from them.

Then Peter looked at him at the same time John did and said, “Look at us.”
He fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive something from them.
Then Peter said, “I do not have silver or gold, but I am giving to you what I do 

have—in the name of Jesus the Messiah from Nazareth, get up and walk!”
Then he grabbed him by the right hand and helped him up, and instantly his feet 

and ankles were strengthened. He leaped to his feet and began to walk! He went inside 
the temple with them, walking, leaping, and praising God. All of those people saw him 
walking and praising God. They recognized him: “He was the one who sat at Beautiful 
Gate in the temple to ask for money!” They were filled with amazement and surprise 
because of what had happened to him. While he was holding on to Peter and John, all of 
the amazed people flocked to them at the colonnade named after Solomon.
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When Peter saw this, he responded to the people, “Men of Israel: why are you 
amazed at this or at us? Why do you stare, as if we have made him walk by our own pow-
er or religiousness? The God of Abraham—who is the God of Isaac, the God of Jacob, 
and our Father—has glorified Jesus his Son, whom you betrayed and rejected in front of 
Pilate, who had decided to set him free. However, you rejected the holy and righteous 
person, and asked that a murderer be released to you. You put to death the originator of 
life, and God raised him from the dead! We are witnesses of this!

“Now, brothers, I know that you were acting out of ignorance, just like your rulers 
did. However, that is how God brought the sufferings of his Messiah (which he had pre-
viously proclaimed by the mouth of all of the prophets) to fulfillment. So repent and be 
converted, so that your sins might be scrubbed away, so that times of rest might come 
from the presence of the Master, and that he might send the hand-picked Messiah ( Je-
sus) to you. It was necessary for the sky to take him up until the time comes for the resto-
ration of all that God has spoken through his holy prophets a long time ago. Moses even 
said, ‘God your Master will raise up a prophet like me for you from among your brothers. 
You must listen to him—to everything he says to you. This will happen: whoever does 
not listen to that prophet rooted out from among his people.’ Every one of the prophets 
(from Samuel and those who followed him) spoke and announced the coming of these 
days. You are the descendants of the prophets and of the covenant that God decreed 
to your fathers when he said to Abraham: ‘All of the nations of the earth will receive a 
blessing because of your descendants.’ God has raised up his son, and has sent him to be 
a blessing for you, by turning each of you from your sins.”

So, Peter and John were talking to the people; and the priests, the commander re-
sponsible for the temple, and the Sadducees were standing near them. They were an-
noyed because of what they were teaching the people and proclaiming the resurrection 
from the dead in the name of Jesus. They took hold of them and put them in prison 
until the next morning (because it was already evening). However, many of the people 
who heard the message believed it. Then the number of men who were believers reached 
about 5,000.

Now, this is what happened the next morning, when their rulers, elders, and scribes 
were assembled in Jerusalem (including Annas the High Priest, Caiaphas, John, Alexan-
der, and all who were from the high-priestly family). They stood Peter and John before 
them and interrogated them: “With what kind of power, or in whose name did you do 
this?”

Then Peter (who was filled with the Holy Spirit) said to them, “Rulers of the peo-
ple—elders! If we are being investigated today because of kindness shown to a handi-
capped man in the way he was healed, let it be known to all of you—and to all of the 
people of Israel—that this man has been presented before you healthy in the name of 
Jesus the Messiah of Nazareth, whom you crucified and God raised from the dead! Jesus 
is the stone that was rejected by you builders, and he has become the chief cornerstone. 
Furthermore, there is no salvation at all in anyone else, because among the names given 
by people under heaven, there is no other name by which we must be saved!”
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Now when they saw the confidence of Peter and John and understood that they 
were uneducated and untrained men, they were amazed and recognized that they had 
both been with Jesus. Plus, as they looked at the healed man who was present with them, 
they had nothing more to say in return. So, they commanded them to go out from before 
the Sanhedrin and discussed with one another. “What should we do to these men? You 
see, for one thing it is obvious to everyone who lives in Jerusalem that a remarkable mir-
acle has been done by them, and we cannot deny it! However, so that no rumor worse 
than this is circulated among the people, let us threaten them, so that they may not speak 
to anyone in this name again!”

So, they called them and ordered them not to speak or teach anything at all in the 
name of Jesus.

However, Peter and John responded to them, “Decide whether it is right in the sight 
of God to obey you rather than God. Yet as for us, we cannot help but speak what we 
have seen and heard.”

Then they threatened them further and released them, since they found no way to 
punish them because of the people. You see, they were all praising God because of what 
happened, because the man who received this miraculous healing was more than forty 
years old!

When they had been released, they went to their group and reported everything 
that the high priests and elders had said. Then those who listened lifted their voices to-
gether to God and said, “Master, you are the one who created heaven, earth, the sea, and 
everything that is in them; you are the one who spoke by the mouth of our father—and 
your son—David through the Holy Spirit:

Why are the nations arrogant, and why do the people conspire in vain?
The kings of the earth have come, and the rulers have assembled together
 Against the Master and against his Anointed One.

You see, in fact they have assembled in this city against your holy child Jesus whom 
you anointed—both Herod and Pontius Pilate, together with the nations and the people 
of Israel—to do everything that your hand and your plan predetermined would happen. 
So for now, Master, look at their threats, and grant that your slaves might speak your 
word with complete confidence, and that you might stretch out your hand for healing, 
for miracles, and for wonders by the name of your holy son Jesus.” 

As they were making this request, the place where they were gathered was shaken, 
and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, so they spoke the word of God with confi-
dence.

Now, the congregation of those who believed was of one heart and one mind, and 
not one of them spoke of his possessions as if they were his own. On the contrary, ev-
erything was shared. The apostles were offering testimony of the resurrection of Jesus 
the Master with great power, and there was a lot of grace on all of them. You see, no 
one among them was in need, because whoever owned property or houses sold them, 
brought the money from what was sold, and set it down at the apostles’ feet. Then they 
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distributed it to everyone according to his level of need. There was a man named Joseph, 
who was a Levite born in Cyprus, and he was nicknamed “Barnabas” (translated as “Son 
of Encouragement” by the apostles. He owned a field, but sold it, and brought the money 
and set it at the apostles’ feet.


