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Private showings and  
group rates are available by  

contacting your local  
NCG Cinema  

location or by e-mailing  
Groupshows@NCGmovies.com 

NCG offers 10 regional  
locations including: 

Alma, Auburn, Courtland,    
Coldwater, Grand Blanc, 

Greenville, Owosso  
Lansing, Lapeer & Midland  

BECOME AN OFFICIAL – 
STAY CONNECTED TO HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

They don’t make the headlines, their names are not in 
the box scores and they don’t make the all-star teams. But 
perhaps the most important individuals in high school sports 
are the contest officials.

These individuals are so important that, in fact, there 
would be no organized competitive sports at the high 
school level without the men and women who officiate these 
contests every day across the country. Subtract the dedicat-
ed men and women who officiate high school sports, and 
competitive sports would no longer be organized; they would 
be chaotic.

In some areas of our country, high school officials are 
retiring faster than new ones are being added. And junior 
varsity, freshmen and middle school games are being post-
poned – or even canceled – because there are not enough 
men and women to officiate them.

Anyone looking for a unique way to contribute to the 
local community should consider becoming a registered high 
school official. For individuals who played sports in high 
school, officiating is a great way to stay close to the sport after 
their playing days have ended. Officiating helps people stay 
in shape, expands their social and professional networks and 
offers part-time work that is flexible, yet pays. In fact, officiat-
ing is a form of community service, but with compensation.

Another benefit of officiating is that individuals become 
role models so that teenagers in the community can learn 
the life lessons that high school sports teach. Students learn 
to respect their opponents and the rules of the game and 
the importance of practicing good sportsmanship thanks, 
in part, to those men and women who officiate. And the ob-
jectivity and integrity that high school officials display is an 
example that every young person needs to observe firsthand. 
In short, communities around the country will be stronger 
because of the life lessons that high school officials help teach 
the next generation.   

Officiating is a great way to stay connected to sports and to 
give back to the local high school and community. We need 
dedicated men and women to become involved so that high 
school sports can continue to prosper for years to come.

Individuals interested in learning more about becoming 
a high school official, and even beginning the application 
process, can do so at www.HighSchoolOfficials.com.

Bob Gardner 
Executive Director of the National Federation 
of State High School Associations

Mark Uyl, 
Assistant Director of the Michigan High 
School Athletic Association
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Nate Schneider 
Sports Scene

Everything for Alma wrestling 
was building toward this season.

Bolstered by the best roster 
number of 30 varsity wrestlers 
Panthers head coach Randy Min-
iard has had in his time with the 
program, there was plenty of rea-
son to be optimistic as the winter 
approached.

Now a month-and-a-half into 
the campaign, Alma is getting it 
done on the mat.

The Panthers, ranked 6th in Di-
vision 3, most recently traveled to 
a tournament at Hudson on Jan. 20 
and came away with four placers 

out of 10 wrestlers who made the 
trip. Nine out of 10 wrestlers won 
at least one match.

Greg Simmons (HWT) placed 
third and Alex Rosas was fourth  
while Nolan Rodriguez (103) and 
Justin VanBlaricum (152) each 
placed sixth.

Miniard is pleased with how 
the season has gone to date, with 
brighter days ahead as Alma 
continues to get healthier as several 
wrestlers have been absent for the 
lineup in order to be at peak condi-
tion as the postseason nears.

“We’re in pretty good shape at 
our district in Ithaca,” Miniard 
said. “We’ve seen Portland and 

beat them 48-26. We haven’t seen 
the other two teams, but should 
match up well. Obviously, anything 
can happen but we like our draw. 
And not to look ahead, but we like 
what we see in regionals too. Right 
now we’re just getting healthy and 
getting ourselves ready for what is 
in front of us.”

Alma won the Tri-Valley Con-
ference Central with a perfect 7-0 
record last season and are 4-0 in 
conference action this year.

“All our goals are still ahead of 
us and I’m satisfied with where 
we’re at,” Miniard remarked.

A lot of credit for the continued 
improvement and rising numbers 

at the varsity level goes to coaches 
at the lower levels of the Alma 
wrestling program, according to 
Miniard.

“It starts with my assistant 
coaches, Zip Widman and Jarod 
Hughes,” Miniard added. “It’s a tes-
tament of getting the right people 

in the right positions. Our middle 
school coach is Jaquine Castillo 
along with Matt Hoppe. And then 
our youth program is being spear-
headed by Marty Wright, Adam 
Garcia, Adam Forist and others. 
They’re all doing a fantastic job in 
helping to build our program.”

Nate Schneider 
Sports Scene

One of the benefits to playing in the 
Tri-Valley Conference are the crossover 
games that become a good measuring 
stick for teams, especially those in the 
upper portion of the standings.

Such was the case for the Alma girls 
basketball team on Jan. 26 when it hosted 
Saginaw Valley Lutheran in a TVC 
Central-West crossover between two 
squads positioned in second place in its 
respective divisions.

The Panthers came into action 
sporting a 10-1 record, but as it was they 
suffered their second loss of the season in 
a heartbreaker to the Chargers by a count 
of 39-38 in overtime.

Alma head coach Scott Apple put a 

good amount of 
blame on himself 
for the uneven 
performance.

“I think Valley 
Lutheran wanted 
it more than we 
did,” Apple opened. 

“There was some confusion on certain 
plays and at this point of the season, that 
shouldn’t happen. And there were a cou-
ple breakdowns on transition defense. 
We pride ourselves on good defense and 
giving up those easy buckets didn’t help 
at all on a night when buckets were hard 
to come by. And we failed to execute 
down the stretch at the free throw line.

“And we took a 30-foot shot at the 
end when we were only down one point. 
That’s on me, because I don’t have them 
disciplined enough. Hopefully this is 
a wakeup call and a step in the right 
direction. We need to have some tougher 
practices.”

Apple went on to also commend the 
effort of his team in nearly pulling off a 
last-minute comeback in overtime. After 

the game went into the extra session at 
34-34, neither squad scored until Valley 
Lutheran scored five points in quick suc-
cession to grab a 39-34 advantage with a 
little over a minute remaining.

The Panthers managed to bring the 
score within 39-38 and had a chance to 
win it with one final possession, but the 
long-range shot was off the mark.

Freshman Alyssa Leister, who leads 
Alma in scoring this season, put in a 
team-best 10 points as the only Panther 
player in double figures.

“These crossover games are great and 
lets us see where we’re at,” Apple added. 
“It’s a disappointment because we like to 
win all our home games, no matter who 
it is. I thought we let this one get away, 
but Valley outplayed and outcoached us.”

Alma will go on the road next week for 
another crossover at TVC East opponent 
Frankenmuth (Jan. 30) followed by a 
tilt at Carrollton (Feb. 2). The Panthers 
return home Feb. 6 for a big 6 p.m. game 
versus Freeland, which handed them the 
first of their two defeats.

Butch Harmon 
Sports Scene

The team wrestling state tournament be-
gins Feb 7 and 8 and a number of Mid-Mich-
igan wrestling teams are primed for tour-
nament runs with hopes of making it to 
Kalamazoo for the team wrestling finals Feb. 
23 and 24.

High School Sports Scene takes a look at 
some of the state-ranked wrestling teams in 
the area that are prime for deep tournament 
runs.

DIVISION 1
Ranked 10th in the state in Division 1, 

Grand Ledge has faced a number of state-
ranked teams in Division 1 and 2 including 
Detroit Catholic Central, Clarkston, Hudson-
ville, Eaton Rapids and DeWitt. The schedule 
has prepared the Comets for what they will 
see in the state tournament, especially at the 
regional level where they will likely face sec-

ond-ranked Brighton at some point.

The Comes feature a solid group of wres-
tlers in the lower weights led by sophomore 
Andrew Hughes at 112 pounds along with 
Tommy Lear (125), Alex Kingsley (130) and 
Ryan Legal (135).

In the middle of the lineup, junior Karson 
Kost and senior Adam Castaneda are inter-
changeable at 140 and 145.

Up top, James Sharpe (171), Adam Aguilar 
(215) and heavyweight Brady Riggs can pro-
vide points.

DIVISION 3
Ranked third in the state in Division 3, 

Chippewa Hills has the talent to make a re-
turn to the state semifinals and even take it a 
step further this season.

The Warriors have a loaded lineup this 
season. Heavyweight Billy Vinton and Billy 
Koepf (215) provide a strong one-two com-
bination up top. David Spedowski (160/171) 
and Austin Young (152) are big point scorers 
in the middle. Daylin Wittig (103), Carson 
Hayes (112), Bray Haynes (119) and Mason 
Hayes (140) leads a solid group of wrestlers in 
the lower weights. 

With its depth and talent, Chippewa Hills 
is a strong favorite to make it to Kalamazoo.

• Birch Run is ranked two spots behind Chip-

pewa Hills at fifth in the state. The 
Panthers are led by several outstanding 
wrestlers in the lower weights. Chris-
tian Miller (112), Macintyre Breece 
(119), Kyle Parlberg (130) and Mason 
Breece (140) provide the Panthers with 
plenty of points in the lower classes. 
Up top, Brock Cook (189) and soph-
omore heavyweight Terrance Watson 
have been solid all season.  

• Alma has faced a loaded schedule 
this season to prepare for a run at mak-
ing it to state. The Panthers main com-
petition at the district will be as solid 
Portland team led by standouts Des-
mond Garner (140) and Owen Guil-
ford (171) while at the regional level 
a Lake Fenton team led by standouts 
Jarrett Trombley (135), Sean Trombley 
(140) and Jackson Nevadomski (160) 
will be the main challenger.

Alma is solid up and down. Nolan 
Rodriguez is one of the best in D3 at 
103 while heavyweight Greg Simmons is one 
of the premier heavyweights in D3. In be-
tween are a solid group of talented wrestlers 
led by Demetrius Castillo (119), Jacob Tor-
rez (125), Jarrett Ferman (130), Alex Rosas 
(145) and Justin VanBlaricum (152). Up top, 
Norman and Hunter Frost (189/215) are two 
more solid wrestlers.

DIVISION 4
• Ranked second in the state in Division 4, 
New Lothrop is poised to make a run at re-
gaining the top spot. The Panthers have a 
number of standout wrestlers led by Tom-

my Malloy at 125 along with Austin Wolford 
(140) and Austin Wendling (160). New Lo-
throp has also received strong seasons from 
Andrew Krupp (103), Jackson Knieper (112), 
Logan Zell (130), Zack Riley (152) and Justin 
Carnahan (171).

• Carson City-Crystal is ranked sixth in the 
state and is also geared up for a run at Ka-
lamazoo. Nolan Datema (103), Jamison Ward 
(112) and Daryn Shepler (119) provide plenty 
of points in the lower weights. Braxton Seida 
(145), Kolton Blasher (130) and Caleb Col-
lins (152) are solid in the middle with Brian 
Yeakey (215) and Daniel Smith (189) topping 
off the lineup.  

January was a milestone month for several area wrestlers.

At St. Louis, both Jayce Keuhnlein and Ernie Diaz won 
their 150th career match.

A pair of Alma wrestlers also reached significant career 
marks. Alex Rosas picked up his 150th win while Greg Sim-
mons won his 100th career match.

Austin Wolford of New Lothrop notched his 100th career 

victory while competing at the Lake Fenton duals where he 
helped the Hornets to a 5-0 record and the team title.

Jack Thayer of Corunna picked up his 100th career win at 
the Mooney Classic at Williamston where he also took first 
place in the 215-pound weight class.

At Blanchard-Montabella, Carson Dalrymple won his 
100th career match.

Alma Wrestlers Optimistic 
Heading Into Postseason

Alma Drops Heartbreaker 
To Valley Lutheran

Area Teams Jockeying For Position 
Entering Final Stretch Of Season

Area Wrestlers Reach Milestones 

SPORTS SCENE’S EYE ON WRESTLING

Working hard to get 
wrestlers ready for 

competition!
1109 River St. • Lansing, MI

517-819-8381 • saw121.com

The Alma wrestling team is starting to come together as a team 
and is expected to be a tough out during tournament time. 

(Skip Traynor, High School Sports Scene photo)

The Alma girls basketball team is 10-2 prior to press time after 
suffering a tough 39-38 loss to Valley Lutheran Jan. 26. (Randy 
Miniard, High School Sports Scene photo)

The Grand Ledge wrestling team was ranked No. 
10 in the recent Division 1 rankings. (Marvin Hall, 
High School Sports Scene photos)

Carson City-Crystal wrestlers Daniel Smith (left) and Daryn Shepler (right) recently 
recorded their 100th career wins of their high school careers. (Submitted photo)
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www.YoungAutoSales.com

1500 East Main Street 
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DIVISION 1
1 DAVISON
2 BRIGHTON
3 ROCKFORD 
4 GRAND LEDGE
5 HOLT
6 GRAND BLANC
7 HOWELL
8 FLUSHING
9 MIDLAND 
10 BAY CITY WESTERN

DIVISION 2
1 LOWELL 
2 EATON RAPIDS 
3 DEWITT 
4 St. JOHNS 
5 CEDAR SPRINGS 
6 GOODRICH 
7 LINDEN 
8 FLINT KEARSLEY 
9 FENTON 
10 OWOSSO

DIVISION 3
1 CHIPPEWA HILLS 
2 BIRCH RUN 
3 ALMA
4 LAKEWOOD-LAKE ODESSA 
5 LAKE FENTON 
6 MT. MORRIS
7 PORTLAND 
8 CLARE
9 ESSEXVILLE-GARBER 
10 SANFORD-MERIDIAN

DIVISION 4
1 NEW LOTHROP 
2 CARSON CITY-CRYSTAL 
3 BEAVERTON
4 ST. LOUIS 
5 BLANCHARD-MONTABEL-
LA

John Raffel 
Sports Scene

New Lothrop wrestling coach 
Jeff Campbell has another cham-
pionship caliber team on the mat 
which doesn’t surprise many who 
have witnessed strong Hornet 

programs over the years.
New Lothrop’s three-year Divi-

sion 4 state championship streak 
ended last season with a 51-13 loss 
to Hudson in the title match. They 
had three extremely competitive 
matches against Hudson the three 
previous years for the state title and 
won each one 33-22, 38-24 and 
35-27.

As of mid-January, the team’s 
record is 13-2.

“Our team has been doing very 
well I feel thus far,” Campbell said. 
“We have a nice mix of seniors, ju-
niors and sophomores and a large 
and talented freshman class. We 
are just coming off a team tourna-
ment victory at Lake Fenton where 
we were able to compete with and 

beat five larger schools including a 
nice win over Lake Fenton which 
we have not been able to do in a 
couple of years.

“As a team we placed third at 
the Marquette Challenge. We 
went 3-1 at the Grandville Team 
Tournament. We placed seventh 
at the New Lothrop Hall of Fame 
tournament which featured many 
of the top teams from all divisions. 
Overall I believe we are a more 
experienced and a deeper team 
than last season, and I am looking 
forward to seeing how the guys 
progress the rest of the year.”

Tommy Malloy is a senior 
125-pounder who has placed in the 
state three times so far taking fifth 
last season.

“He has been wrestling at 125 
primarily so far this year,” Camp-
bell said. “Tommy currently has 
a record of 15-6 which includes a 
tournament victory at Howell back 
in December.”

Austin Wolford is a junior 
140-pounder and a two-time state 
placer finishing fourth last season.

“He is currently ranked first in 
Division 4 at 140.” Campbell said. 
“He has big wins and his current 
record is 21-1 with big wins over 
many wrestlers ranked in vari-
ous divisions including the No. 1 
ranked wrestler in Division 3, with 
his only loss coming to the No. 1 
ranked wrestler in Division 1.

Justin Carnahan is a sophomore 
at 171.

“Justin placed fifth in the state 
last season and is currently ranked 
fifth this year as well,” Campbell 
said. “He has wrestled a lot at 189 
and beaten many ranked kids 
at both weight classes. He has 
placed at every tournament he has 
entered this year and is one of our 
true pinners on this year’s squad 
making him very valuable in dual 
meets. He scrambles very well and 
is exciting to watch. His current 
record is 16-3.”

Allan Jamick is a junior 
189-pounder with a record of 14-6.

“Allan has been making huge 
improvements over the season,” 
Campbell said. “He recently fin-
ished 5-0 at the Lake Fenton Duals. 
Allan is another one of our guys 
we count on for a pin and he has 
delivered a lot this season.”

Campbell, like most coaches this 
time of year, is cautious in predict-
ing what this team might do in the 
post season.

“Its always difficult to predict 
especially after last year’s drama,” 
Campbell said. “I think we have a 
very solid line-up that is capable 
of competing with all of the D4 
teams. That said, there is a lot of 
parity in D4 this year. Carson City, 
Clinton, Mendon, and of course 
Hudson all look very strong this 
year. We will have our hands full 
for sure. We are looking forward to 
the challenge and testing ourselves. 
It should be fun.”

New Lothrop Wrestlers Hope 
To Be State Contender
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DIVISION 1
103
Andrew Chambal, Davison 
Mason Shrader, Brighton 
Treyton Gabold, Flushing 
Zach Platte, Holt 
Connor Scheld, Midland : p. J..Coffey(By-
CWestern) 
112
Steven Garty, Davison 
Andrew Hughes, Grand Ledge 
Ben Manly, Brighton 
Connor Humphrey, Grand Blanc
 Nolan Johnson, Howell 
119
Jaron Wilson, Davison 
Brecken Griswatsch, Swartz Creek 
Brennen Herr, Flushing 
Logan Kehres, Brighton 
Dylan Phelps, Holt 
125
Brody Kemper, Grand Blanc 
Eddie Homrock, Brighton 
Mateo Diaz, Midland 
Tommy Lear, Grand Ledge 
Zach Johnson, Brighton 
130
Joe Carpenter, Swartz Creek 
Austin Hale, Bay City Western 
Alex Kingsley, Grand Ledge 
Marco Shinn, Howell 
Evan Kaser, Rockford 
135
Marc Shaeffer, Davison 
Ryan Legal, Grand Ledge 
Aiden Brown, Brighton 
Griffin Redmond, Grand Blanc 
Jack Wooster, Howell 
140
Kaleb Kemper, Grand Blanc 
Karson Kost, Grand Ledge
Connor White, Rockford 
Adam Castaneda, Grand Ledge 
Dane Donabedian, Brighton 
145
Alex Facundo, Davison 
Victor Schoenherr, Bay City Western 
Jay Nivison, Davison 
Nick Bleise, Brighton 
Braxton Gabold, Flushing 
152
Brian Case, Davison 
Jack Richardson, Rockford 
Cole Gleason, Rockford 
Aaron Stearn-Raskin, Howell 
Sam Martin, Midland Dow 
160
Seth Dominguez, Grand Blanc 
Brennan Doyle, Midland Dow 
Matt Waier, Midland 
Harley Berne, Brighton 
Colby Deberry, Holt 
171
Cal Stefanko, Davison 
Sam Hine, Midland 

Jonah Schrock, Howell 
Tyler Waterstrat, Rockford 
James Sharpe, Grand Ledge 
189
Ben Cushman, Flushing 
Trevor McGowan, Davison 
Logan Kozarian, Howell 
Grayson Stevens, Brighton 
Mason Schumacher, Bay City Central 
215
Brent Booth, Midland Dow 
Alex Wilson, Howell 
Adam Aguilar, Grand Ledge 
Luke Stanton, Brighton 
Travis Eads, Davison 
285
Arron Gilmore, Davison 
Lance Clapp, Swartz Creek 
Brady Riggs, Grand Ledge 
Colby Ford, Brighton 
Conner Melancon, Flushing 

DIVISION 2
103
Nick Korhorn, Lowell 
Luke Thornton, Fenton 
Robert Davids, Eaton Rapids 
Jason Judd, Kearsley 
Nick Ebright, DeWitt 
112
Hunter Browning, Lowell 
Brendon Smith, St. Johns 
Tyler Koehn, Eaton Rapids 
Matt Foddrill, DeWitt 
Darren Wilson, Mt. Pleasant 
119
Caleb Teague, Goodrich 
Brendan Zelenka, St. Johns 
Dawson Jankowski, Lowell 
La`Ron Ruffin, Flint Kearsley 
Chris Haynes, Eaton Rapids
125
Seth Strejc, Lowell 
Aaron Smith, Cedar Springs 
Richard Mayes, Mason 
Luke York, DeWitt 
Preston Baker, Charlotte 
130
Andy Runstorfer, Flint Kearsley 
Kaleob Whitford, St. Johns 
Jeff Leach, Lowell 
D`Andre Sage, Greenville 
Carson Turnbow, Goodrich
135
Avry Mutschler, Lowell 
Chris Fauson, Charlotte 
Jackson Severns, DeWitt 
Chad Haynes, Eaton Rapids 
Jayden Rittenbury, Fenton 
140
James Whitaker, St. Johns 
James Fotis, Lowell 
Caleb Fish, Eaton Rapids 
Quenten Hall, DeWitt 
Tyler Brandt, DeWitt 
145
Austin Boone, Lowell 
Kilion Southworth, DeWitt 
Colton Blaha, Owosso 
Spencer Sillman, St. Johns 
Jacob Lee, Lowell 
152
Channing Perry, Lowell 
Lucas Pienton, Cedar Springs
Tommy Adams, Fenton 
Jacob Smith, Clio 
Malik Davis, Flint Kearsley 
160
Austin O’Hearon, Eaton Rapids 
Sam York, DeWitt 
AJ Moore, Clio 
Cross Gonzalez, St. Johns 
Derek Mohr, Lowell 

171
Ryan Ringler, Cedar Springs 
Austin Engle, Lowell 
Braxton Parks, St. Johns 
Avery Jacobs, Linden 
Jared Davis, Eaton Rapids 
189
Dave Kruse, Lowell 
Honour Kline, Goodrich 
Dan Clevenger, Owosso 
Tristan Foster, Fenton 
CJ Krum, St. Johns 
215
Keigan Yuhas, Lowell 
Tyler Secord, St. Johns 
Connor Nugent, Lowell 
Ben Surato, Mason 
Dallas Price, Eaton Rapids 
285
Riley Smith, Mason 
Blake Coffell, Goodrich 

Tyler Deloof, Lowell 
Devin Fuller, Fenton 
Blake Amy, Clio 
DIVISION 3
103
Jordan Rodriguez, Chesaning 
Garret Mogg, Sanford-Meridian 
Nolan Rodriguez, Alma 
Jake Elasovich, Montrose 
Daylin Wittig, Chippewa Hills 
112
Mason Malin, Frankenmuth 
Christian Miller, Birch Run 
Curtis Perry, Lakeview 
Kanon Atwell, Lakewood-Lake Odessa 
Carson Hayes, Chippewa Hills 
119
Sean Spidle, Flint Powers 
Kyle Schaaf, Clare 
Macintyre Breece, Birch Run 
Demetrius Castillo, Alma 
Bray Haynes, Chippewa Hills 
125
Dakota Greer, Howard City Tri-County 
Reese Wallis, Montrose 
Jordan Scofield, Stanton Central Montcalm
Cole Jackson, Lakewood-Lake Odessa 
Jacob Torrez, Alma 
130
Mitchel Christensen, Essexville-Garber 
Colt Smedley, Clare 
Jarrett Ferman, Alma 
Kyle Parlberg, Birch Run 
Devon Anderson, Corunna 
135
Jarrett Trombley, Lake Fenton 
Trevor Robinson, Shepherd 
Trevor Briggs, Montrose 
Cole Federer, Sanford-Meridian 
Jon Maag, Lakewood-Lake Odessa
140
Sean Trombley, Lake Fenton 
Mason Hayes, Chippewa Hills 

Desmond Gardner, Portland 
Mason Breece, Birch Run 
Scotty Amaya, Mt. Morris 
145
Alex Rosas, Alma 
Jacob Spiess, Perry 
Charlie Newton, Essexville-Garber 
Brandon Avery, Sanford-Meridian
Logan Buckner, Shepherd
152
Austin Young, Chippewa Hills 
Justin VanBlaricum, Alma 
Tanner Orweller, Perry 
Isaiah Dole, Clare 
Kyle Hinds, Portland 
160
Jackson Nevadomski, Lake Fenton 
Gavin Morgan, Mt. Morris 
Brandon Russell, Chippewa Hills 
Trenton Naragon, Birch Run 
Jimmy Viar, Montrose
171
David Spedowski, Chippewa Hills 
Owen Guilford, Portland 
Mitchell Ward, Belding 
Jon Clack, Lakewood-Lake Odessa 
Logan Julian, Lake Fenton 
189
Brock Cook, Birch Run 
Logan Young, Mt. Morris 
Robert Granberry, Chippewa Hills 
Norman Davis, Alma 
Lane Allen, Lakewood-Lake Odessa 
215
Billy Koepf, Chippewa Hills 
Jack Thayer, Corunna 
Zolan Marron, Lake Fenton 
Toby Niedzwiecki, Freeland 
Diontae Givens, Tri-County 
285
Greg Simmons, Alma 
Emiliano Flores, Hemlock 
Andrew Vinton, Chippewa Hills
Zachary Morris, Ovid-Elsie 

Terrance Watson, Birch Run 
DIVISION 4
103
Nolan Datema, Carson City-Crystal 
Andrew Krupp, New Lothrop 
Alex Newton, St. Louis 
Korbin Ingram, Blanchard-Montabella 
112
Jamison Ward, Carson City-Crystal 
Jackson Knieper, New Lothrop 
Jordan Allen, Flint Beecher 
Mason Dalrymple, Blanchard-Montabella 
119
Khalil Moten, Flint Beecher 
Gavin Giles, St. Louis 
Ethan Crawford, Blanchard Montabella 
Logan Wolford, New Lothrop
125
Tommy Malloy, New Lothrop 
Daryn Shepler, Carson City-Crystal 

Logan Erskine, St. Charles 
Jason Johnson, Carson City-Crystal 
Carson Solomon, Mich Luth Sem 
130
Robert Rogers, Burton Bentley 
Anthony Mack, Dansville 
Jake Brand, Burton Bentley 
Kohlton Blasher, Carson City-Crystal
Carson Dalrymple, Blanchard Montabella 
135
Solomon O’Brien, Mich. Luth. Sem. 
Austin Barnette, New Lothrop 
Ethan Summer, Breckenridge 
Andrew Shattuck, St. Louis 
140
Jayce Kuehnlein, St. Louis 
Austin Wolford, New Lothrop  
Ryan Downs, St. Louis 
Matt Chaney, Blanchard-Montabella 
145
Braxton Seida, Carson City-Crystal
Isaac Howd, St. Louis 
David Shattuck, Blanchard-Montabella 
Chase Motney, Laingsburg 
152
Jake Davis, St. Louis 
Zack Riley, New Lothrop 
Jacob Cassiday, Beaverton 
Caleb Collins, Carson City-Crystal
Kai Pearce, Mich. Lutheran Seminary 
160
Austin Wendling, New Lothrop 
Brandon Murray, Carson City-Crystal
Harry Carlquist, Burton Bentley 
Cole Wendling, New Lothrop 
171
Justin Carnahan, New Lothrop 
Jack Owens, Beaverton 
Hunter Sweatland, St. Charles 
Ethen Stiffler, Webberville 
Nash Akin, Carson City-Crystal
189
Kyle Cassiday, Beaverton 
Ernie Diaz, St. Louis 
Daniel Smith, Carson City-Crystal
Allan Jamick, New Lothrop 
215
Eric Cassiday, Beaverton 
Brian Yeakey, Carson City-Crystal
Seth DeMoines, Beaverton 
Alex Bauer, Sag Mich Luth Sem
285
Jacob Cecil, Laingsburg 
Cameron Dusenberry, New Lothrop
Grant Brandon, Beaverton 
Victor Shaw, Bentley 

Sport Scene Individual Wrestling Rankings

New Lothrop coach Jeff Campbell is hoping to lead the 
Hornets to another Division 4 title this season. (File photo)
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David Cook 
Sports Scene

Year in and year out, Mid-Mich-
igan wrestlers are among the tops 
in the state and in the Midwest. 
College wrestling programs make 
it a habit of recruiting the area hard 
and area wrestlers annually make 
their mark on the college level. 

Following is a look at some of 
the top area wrestlers making an 
impact in NCAA Division 1 wres-
tling this season.

• The Michigan Wolverines are 
ranked fifth in the country in 
Division 1 and a number of area 
wrestlers are playing major roles in 
that success. Senior heavyweight 
Adam Coon, a Fowlerville gradu-
ate, is ranked second in the nation 
at heavyweight. Coon is 16-0 this 
season with seven falls.
• Sophomore Logan Massa, a St. 
Johns graduate, is ranked fifth in 
the nation at 165 pounds. Massa 
came into the season with a 45-4 
career record and is 9-2 this 

season. Massa placed 
second in the Big Ten 
last year and third at 
the NCAA finals.

Fellow sophomore 
Myles Amine is 
ranked sixth in the 
nation at 174 pounds. 
A Brighton native, 
Amine is 12-5 this 
season after going 
32-7 last year and 
placing fourth at the 
NCAA finals.

• The Central Michigan University 
wrestling team is ranked 16th in 
the nation in Division 1. Davi-
son High School graduate Justin 
Oliver is among the leaders for the 
Chippewas this season. A junior, 
Olson has compiled a 22-2 record 
this season and is ranked third in 
Division 1 at 149 pounds.
• Sophomore Mason Smith, a Clio 
graduate, is ranked ninth in the na-
tion at 141 pounds. Smith is 25-3 
this season and is ranked second 
at 141 in the Mid-American Con-
ference. Freshman Nolan Saxton, a 
state champion at Chippewa Hills 
High School last year, is off to a 
strong start to his college career 
with a 14-6 record for CMU.
• Although two-time, NCAA 
national champion Gabe Dean has 
graduated, the Cornell wrestling 
team still has a Dean making an 
impact. Freshman Max Dean is 
ranked 11th in the country at 184 
pounds. Dean is 17-2 this this sea-
son with three falls and has helped 
Cornell crack the national rankings 

at No. 17.
• Cornell is also 
receiving a big 
season from Bay 
City Western grad 
Chris Schoenherr. 
A sophomore, 
Schoenherr is 9-2 
this season with 
one fall at 149 
pounds. 
• Former Davison 
High School and 
University of 
Iowa standout 
Brent Metcalf is a 
volunteer assistant 
coach at Iowa 
State University 
this season. Metcalf 
is working with a 
pair of local wrestlers 
that are making 
big impacts in college in their 
redshirt-freshmen seasons. Leslie 
High School grad Kanen Storr is 
ranked 16th in the nation at 141 
pounds. Storr is 15-6 this season 
including an 8th-place finish at 
the Cliff Keen tournament in Las 
Vegas where he placed in a weight 
class that included 12 wrestlers 
ranked in the top 20 in the nation.
• Ian Parker, a St. Johns grad, is 
also off to a strong start with the 
Cyclones. Parker is ranked 20th in 

the nation at 133 pounds and has 
fashioned a 15-5 record.
• At Michigan State University, 
freshman Brad Wilton is off to a 
solid start. A graduate of Mason 
High School, Wilton is 21-6 this 
season at 197 pounds. Wilton has 
placed third at both the Michigan 
State and Eastern Michigan open.

Redshirt-freshman Danny 
Kruse, a Lowell grad, is 8-5 this 
season and also took third at the 
Michigan State Open.

Butch Harmon 
Sports Scene

The Battle of M-57 basketball tournament was 
a success both on the court and off.

The games between the Carson City-Crystal 
and Middleton-Fulton boys and girls varsity and 
junior varsity teams provided some great action 
on the court and raised sub-
stantial funds to benefit the 
community in the process. 
Some $1,500 was raised to 
go toward the purchase of 
mobile vital signs equip-
ment for Sparrow Carson 
City Hospital.

The boys varsity game 
was won by Fulton in a 
barn-burner. In a game tied 
after three quarters, Fulton 
used a big fourth quarter 
to edge Carson City 50-46. 
Evan Barton led the way 
for Fulton with 19 points, 
including 17 second-half points. Barton also 
came up big on defense with seven steals. Brevin 
Cassady added 10 points and five steals while 
Cole Blair totaled nine points, four rebounds and 
three assists.

Carson City-Crystal won 
the girls junior varsity game 
in The Battle of M-57 by a 
44-27 score. The Carson City 
girls extended a mid-Janu-
ary winning streak to five 
in a row with a 47-22 win 
against Ithaca to improve 
to 9-2 overall. A balanced 
offense has been a big part of the win streak. In a 
win against Blanchard-Montabella the Eagles had 

four players in double figures led by junior guard 
Bailey Fitzpatrick with 16 points and seven steals. 
Sophomore Allyson Stevens added 11 points in 
the win while junior Kaylea Stone finished with 
10 points and eight rebounds and junior Megan 
Dailey added 10 points.

• The Fulton-Middleton girls basketball team 
reeled off a three-game win streak in mid-January 

with wins against Dansville, 
Bath and Merrill. Senior 
points guard Kylie Slavik 
led the way for the Pirates 
who also have been getting 
strong play in the post from 
Lyndsi Wolfe and Morgan 
Warnke and wing Miakoda 
Canfield.

• The Carson City-Crys-
tal boys basketball team 
improved to 5-1 in the Mid 
State Athletic Conference 
with a 77-60 win over 
Blanchard-Montabella. 

Kolbe Rohne scored 20 points and Jackson Mur-
phy added 19 points in the win.

• The Carson City-Crystal wrestling team dom-
inated the competition enroute to winning the 
conference dual-meet championship. Carson City 

outscored conference foes by 
a combined score of 454-22 
in league duals. The Eagles 
also claimed the title at their 
own invitational with a 65-
13 win against Leslie.

A number of Eagle wres-
tlers also reached individual 
career milestones. Daryn 

Shepler, Daniel Smith, Braxton Seida and Nolan 
Datema all recorded their 100th career victories 
during the month of January. 

John Raffel 
Sports Scene

Nate Ethridge has passed the 
500-win mark as a wrestling 
coach this season in his 18th year 
with the Warriors.

It wouldn’t surprise anyone 
knowing Ethridge’s devotion 
to the sport if he would keep it 
going for another 18 years and 
another 500 wins for 1,000.

“It’s exciting,” Ethridge said. 
“It’s a program milestone, not a 
personal milestone.”

Ethridge hit the 500 mark 
when his team defeated Big Rap-
ids 81-0 and Newaygo 72-16

“That’s really cool,” Chippewa 
Hills senior heavyweight Andrew 
Vinton said. “We’ve been around 

him forever and it’s really good 
to see that. I never thought I 
would see something like that.”

Ethridge has spent all of his 18 
years of high school coaching at 
Chippewa Hills

“My philosophy is that as long 
as I feel like I’m doing the right 
thing and the kids respond to 
me and as long as I can still get 
results from them and they buy 
into it and are accountable to 
what we want them to do, I’m 
still effective,” Ethridge said. 
“When I feel I’m not effective 
anymore, I need to be done.”

 Ethridge was named the 
National Wrestling Coaches 
Association Coach of the Year 
for Michigan for 2016-17.

The Warriors were a team state 

semifinalist last season.
Ethridge had 11 state qualifi-

ers, five state place winners and 
one state champion.

Ethridge has been wrestling 
coach 17 seasons.

“I’m excited for our program,” 
Ethridge said. “I don’t see these 
as a reflection on me but our 
staff, kids and community. These 
types of things are program 
awards about the accomplish-
ments as a whole.

“I’m honored to even be con-
sidered for this award, much less 
win it.” Chippewa Hills was 28-2 
last season and Ethridge entered 
this season with a career record 
of 492-93.

“Buy in and accountability are 
the reason we are successful,” 

Ethridge said. “It goes from our 
kids to our parents and coaches. 
They believe in the process and 
are accountable to it.

“The most enjoyable thing has 
been my relationships with the 
kids and watching them grow 
throughout high school and into 
adulthood and watching what 
we teach impact their lives in a 
positive way.”

Ethridge entered this season 
anticipating more success for 
2017-18.

“We bring in an excellent class 
of eighth-graders who have been 
successful at the lower levels for 
years,” Ethridge said. “We also 
have some guys who wrestled 
on our Red team (other varsity 
team) who had exceptional 
records and that team’s overall 
record was 15-5 and they won 
three varsity tournaments.”

Former Area Wrestling Standouts Among The 
Best In The Nation On The Collegiate Level

Sparrow Carson City 
Hospital A Big-Winner 
In M-57 Hoops Tourney 

Chippewa Hills Coach Passes 500 Wins

Adam Coon, a Fowlerville High School graduate, 
is ranked second in the nation at heavyweight 
for the University of Michigan wrestling team. 

(Submitted photo)

Justin Oliver, a Davison High School graduate, is ranked 
third in the nation at 149 pounds for the Central Michigan 
University wrestling team.  (Submitted Photo)

Sparrow.org/SparrowCarson  •  989.584.3131

Making the right decision is important. Especially when it comes to your health. Sparrow is a leader in every 
major area of care. Choosing Sparrow means getting clinical expertise, exceptional nurses and breakthrough 
treatments, unavailable anywhere else in the region. Call 1.800.Sparrow to find your Sparrow Physician today.

Choose Wisely. Choose Sparrow.

Sparrow Carson Hospital Presents
AREA TEAMS TO WATCH

Chippewa Hills wrestling coach Nate 
Etheridge recently celebrated his 5ooth 

coaching victory for the Warriors. 
(File photo)

Carson City and Fulton High Schools helped raise $1,500 to 
go toward the purchase of mobile vital signs equipment for 

Sparrow Carson City Hospital. (Chuck Prikasky, Skip Traynor, 
High School Sports Scene photos)
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Butch Harmon 
Sports Scene

With the wrestling state team tournament 
about to begin, long-time rivals DeWitt, 
Eaton Rapids and St. Johns are putting in 
their final tune-ups for what they hope are 
tournament runs that end with a trip to the 
Division 2 state team finals in Kalamazoo.

When it comes to wrestling, these three, 
long-time mid-Michigan powers annually 
put outstanding teams on the mat. Since 
1996, St. Johns and Eaton Rapids have won 
a combined six Division 
2 state championships 
while DeWitt has steadily 
been building a team 
capable of winning a state 
team title.

This year the three 
teams are in separate Di-
vision 2 districts that they 
are hosting. DeWitt and 
Eaton Rapids could pos-
sibly meet in the regional 
while St. Johns is heading 
north for its regional.

Eaton Rapids has an 
outstanding team this 
season and has posted 
wins over both St. Johns 
(33-31) and DeWitt 
(33-18). The Greyhounds 
have also posted non-league wins over strong 
Division 1 programs like Grand Ledge and 
Hudsonville.

Balance is the key for Eaton Rapids this 
season. That balance was on display at the 
Williamston invitational where a total of 
10 Eaton Rapids wrestlers placed to help 
the Greyhounds win the team title. Senior 
Austin O’Hearon improved his record to 
21-1 for the season as he won the 160-pound 
title while sophomore Caleb Fish upped 
his record to 21-2 as he won the title at 140 
pounds. Robert Davids (103 pounds) and 
Hayden Campbell (130) both placed second 
at Williamston while Chris Haynes (125), 

Chad Haynes (135) and Brayden McNamara 
(152) placed third.

To make it to Kalamazoo, Eaton Rapids 
may have to get past an equally deep and 
talented DeWitt team for a second time this 
season. Since the first meeting with Eaton 
Rapids the Panthers have been making 
solid progress including wins against solid 
Division 1 teams like Grandville (52-16), 
Clarkston (40-21) and Hudsonville (50-18) 
along with a tough 34-29 loss to Division 1 
powerhouse Davison.

DeWitt has a talent-
ed roster from top to 
bottom. Nick Ebright 
(103), Matt Foddrill 
(112) and Jordan Weber 
(119) give the Panthers 
strength in the lower 
weights. DeWitt is loaded 
with talent in the middle 
of the lineup. Quenten 
Hall (140/145/152), 
Kilion Southworth 
(145/152/160) and Sam 
York (160/171) have been 
turning in big seasons 
and give the Panthers 
plenty of versatility.

St. Johns has lost 
duals against state-ranked 
powerhouses like Lowell, 
Detroit Catholic Central 

and Davison but the rugged schedule has 
put the Redwings through the fire and have 
them battle-hardened for the team district 
and regional. 

Junior 140-pounder James Whitaker 
has won individual titles at Hudson and 
Goodrich this season and leads a lineup that 
also features Brendon Smith (112), Brendan 
Zalenka (119) and Kaleob Whitford (130). 
Seniors Spencer Sillman (145) and Cross 
Gonzalez (160) and junior Braxton Parks 
(171) have also turned in solid efforts this 
season along with CJ Krum (189) and Tyler 
Secord (215) in the upper weights.

 Familiar Rivals DeWitt, Eaton 
Rapids,  St. Johns Looking To
Battle In Division 2 State Meet

1031 E. Center Street 
Ithaca, Michigan
Phone 989 875-4181
Fax 989 875-4841
www.ithacachevy.com When Vehicle Purchased From Ithaca Chevy

Ithaca’s Home Of The 
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‘Jackets Pride...

Nate Schneider 
Sports Scene
Boys Basketball

The Yellowjackets have yet to fully hit their 
stride through nine games, but is coming off a 
positive result after a 56-31 victory Jan. 19 at 
home over St. Charles to improve to 5-4 on the 
season. 

After completing the 2017 portion of its sched-
ule with a 53-46 home win over a tough Fulton 
squad on Dec. 28, Ithaca lost back-to-back games 
to begin the new year via a 66-59 home setback 
versus Ovid-Elsie and a 57-55 tilt at Ovid-Elsie.

On a positive note, both of those losses can 
be chalked up as close losses to strong teams but 
Yellowjackets head coach Jim Thompson knows 
there is plenty of room for improvement.

“Our league is very, very good this year,” 
Thompson said. “Ovid-Elsie and Hemlock are 
very good. Valley Lutheran too. I’d say Fulton 
was a quality win for us, but we struggle against 
good teams right now because we struggle to 
score. And along with that, we turn the ball over 
too many times. It’s cost us. Plus, as a varsity 
basketball team we’re shooting 50 percent from 
the free throw line.”

Junior Baylee Chaffin leads a balanced scoring 
attack for the Yellowjackets at 11.9 points per 
game plus 8.5 rebounds and 1.4 steals. Senior 
Joey Bentley is tallying 10..4 points, 4.9 boards, 
3.5 assists and 2.3 steals. Junior Tom Steward is 
putting in 10.3 per game, connecting on 20-of-55 
from 3-point range.

Due to a snowed out game against Pinconning, 
Ithaca began a stretch with St. Charles where it 
will play five games in eight days.

“Sometimes the best remedy is just getting 
out on the court and playing games,” Thompson 
added. “They won’t have to listen to me at prac-
tice and can just work things out on the court 
in games. Hopefully that will get us on the right 
track.”

Girls Basketball
Ithaca has struggled to the tune of a 2-7 record 

with future Michigan State Spartan Kayla Belles 
sidelined with a torn ACL.

While hope is still being held on the chance 

that Belles could return by the end of the season, 
right now she acts as an extra assistant coach and 
the team’s top supporter from the sideline.

The Yellowjackets dropped to their current 
record following a 38-29 home loss to Ovid-El-
sie, in which Lindy Litwiller had her head cut 
open in the second quarter and had to go to the 
hospital.

While Litwiller was ultimately OK and cleared 
to play in the next game, her absence the rest of 
the way versus the Marauders sapped Ithaca of a 
player who has been key thus far this season.

“Litwiller going out really hurt us and [point 
guard] Sam Vermeesch got into foul trouble,” 
Yellowjackets coach Ty Warczinsky said. “So we 
had to play through some adversity. And we were 
tied with them at 28-28 with about 2:30 left, but 
just kind of ran out of steam at the end.”

Prior to the O-E game, the Yellowjackets did 
win their contest over the holidays as it rolled 
past Shepherd 52-31 at home on Dec. 29.

“There is definitely reward in watching these 
young players grow on the court,” Warczinsky 
added. “Even though we’re not having the season 
we wanted, we know improvements are being 
made and we’re happy with the progress that has 
been made to this point.”

Wrestling
Ithaca split its double dual at Michigan 

Lutheran Seminary on Jan. 17, dropping a close 
heartbreaker 35-33 to Hemlock while rolling past 
Saginaw Valley Lutheran to the tune of 54-9.

Tristan Sparks (152) and Cole Tilton (160) 
both won by fall against Hemlock. Dakota 
Hamilton (145) won his match via decision. 
Jared Barden (171), Guillermo Macias (189) and 
Chance McCormick (215) all won their matches 
by forfeit. 

Kyle Wood (119), Sparks, Hamilton, Macias 
and Ethan Schall (HWT) each won by fall versus 
Valley Lutheran. Harrison Cameron (130), Juan 
Ixcotoyac (135), Darren Gutierrez (171) and 
Zack Hessbrook (215) all won due to forfeit.

Macias is a team-best 26-3 this season with 18 
of his wins coming by fall. Schall is 19-6 with 14 
victories via fall, while Hamilton comes in with 
an 18-8 record.

Ithaca Boys Basketball 
Starting To Hit Its Stride

St. Johns, DeWitt and Eaton Rapids are all expected to be in 
the running to make the Division 2 state meet this season. 

Lowell will be gunning for its fifth straight D2 title. (File photos)

Top: Joey Bentley is starting to find his legs heading into the second half of 
the basketball season averaging 10.4 points a game for the Yellowjackets this 
season. Below: The Ithaca girls team was struggling prior to press time posting 

a 2-7 record. (Russ Pierce, High School Sports Scene photos)
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The name you’ve grown 
to trust just got better

Put Our Team To Work For You

Butch Harmon 
Sports Scene

The boys basketball season is rounding the halfway 
mark and is headed for the home stretch. The 2017-18 
season is shaping up as a memorable one and High 
School Sports Scene takes a look at some of the teams 
and players making an impact so far this season.

• Some of the best basketball in the area is taking 
place in the Tri-Valley Conference East Division. 
Bridgeport is shaping up as the team to beat in the 
TVC East as it won its first five league games. After 
falling to Lansing Everett in its season opener, Bridge-
port has reeled off six consecutive wins including an 
85-72 non-conference win against Flint Beecher and 
a 68-54 win against Frankenmuth in a showdown for 
first place in the TVC East. Senior Charles Garrett is 
turning in a big season as he leads the team in scoring 
at 26 points per game.

• Frankenmuth is hot on Bridgeport’s heels in the 
East. Led by standout senior Mario Whitley, Franken-
muth opened the season with nine wins in its first 10 
games. Whitley is averaging 27.1 points per game and 
9.6 rebounds while senior Sam Gray is adding 15.7 
points per game.

• A sizzling conference title chase is unfolding 
in the Central Michigan Athletic Conference. As 
the season reaches the halfway point, Dansville and 
Laingsburg are tied atop the conference with 5-0 
records while Fowler is a half-game behind at 5-1.

Pewamo-Westphalia, with 6-foot-4 senior Jimmy 
Lehman back on the floor after recovering from an 

injury suffered during the Division state title football 
game, is back in the race after handing Fowler its first 
loss of the season on Fowler’s home court.

Dansville junior center is making a case for all-state 
honors as he is averaging 23.8 points per game along 
with 14 rebounds per game. Senior Carter Frantz is 
also having a big season for the Aggies as he is averag-
ing 15.4 points per game.

• One of the big stories of the early season is the 
run that Mt. Pleasant is making. The Oilers opened 
the season by reeling off seven straight wins. High 
school basketball fans need to check out sophomore 
guard Mason Wojtusik, an up and coming player that 
is a treat to watch with his ball-handling and shooting 
skills. Wojtusik kept the Oilers undefeated with a 
jump shot at the buzzer to defeat Midland 54-52. 
Wojtusik finished the game with 28 points.

• In Class D, keep an eye on the Ashley Bears. After 
dropping their season opener 60-57 against Portland 
St. Patrick, Ashley reeled off nine straight wins, in-
cluding six straight league wins to take control of the 
Mid State Conference. Senior big man Nick Sperling 
(6-foot-7) and senior guard Colin Dolloff (6-foot-2) 
lead the way for Ashley.

• The Haslett Vikings have taken the upper hand 
in the CAAC Red. Haslett defeated DeWitt 49-48 and 
went on the road to stop Waverly 58-53 to improve 
to 5-0 in the league and 7-3 overall. Junior guard Ty 
Andrades is a major impact player for the Vikings. 
Andrades pumped in 17 points in the win against 
DeWitt and added 11 against Waverly. Forward Sam 
Laczynski (6-foot-5) is another standout for Haslett. 
Laczynski scored 23 points in the win at Waverly. 

Area Boys Basketball Teams Turning 
In Impressive Performances During 
First Half Of Season

SPORTS SCENE’S EYE ON BOYS BASKETBALL
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Junior Mitchell Mowid has also come up 
big for Haslett including a 25-point effort 
in a win against St. Johns.

• Grand Ledge turned in one of the 
biggest efforts of the first half of the season 
when it snapped East Lansing’s 45-game 
regular-season winning streak. Grand 
Ledge upended East Lansing 59-53 to 
hand the Trojans their first CAAC Blue 
Conference loss since 2015.

• Williamston wrapped up the first-
half of the CAAC White schedule with a 
5-0 record and has a two-game lead over 
Lansing Catholic Central and Fowler-
ville. Williamston guard Cole Kleiver is 
one of the premier outside shooters in 
Mid-Michigan and he showed just how 
hot he can get in a 99-66 win against Fowl-
erville. Kleiver connected on 10, three-
point shots and finished with a career-high 
41 points in the win.

• Ovid-Elsie turned in a 7-0 mark in 
the first half of the conference schedule in 
the TVC West and has a two-game lead 

over Hemlock and Valley Lutheran. The 
Marauders have won seven straight games 
since a 69-60 loss to Fowler in the season 
opener. Carson Vincent is leading the 
offense for Ovid-Elsie as he is averaging 
18.7 points per game.

• Looking for an under the radar team 
that could get hot in March? If so, Co-
runna could be that team. A junior-dom-
inated team, the Cavaliers started the 
season 5-5 but have dropped contests with 
Flint Beecher, Flint Hamady and Class A 
Rockford. Corunna picked up a 64-48 win 
against Sterling Heights Parkway Christian 
in the Battle of the Midway tournament 
at Corunna. Junior guard Logan LePage 
came close to a triple-double with 20 
points, eight rebounds and nine assists 
in the win. Corunna handed Almont is 
first loss of the season, 35-34, when junior 
guard Mitchel Skym hit a three-point shot 
at the buzzer. The Cavaliers also have a 
standout big man in 6-foot-9 junior Sage 
Walker who is averaging 10 points, 6.6 
rebounds and 2.4 blocked shots per game.  

Left: Prior to press time, Swan Valley was leading the Tri-Valley Conference Central Division by one game 
over Alma. Right: East Lansing and Lansing Eastern are putting together solid seasons in the CACC, 
meanwhile Bridgeport and Frankenmuth will do battle again later this season to decide the TVC East 
championship. (Nick Rethman, Skip Traynor, Randy Miniard, High School Sports Scene Photos)
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Nate Schneider 
Sports Scene

A picture shared by Dansville 
athletics on Twitter back in Sep-
tember of 2015 shows all you need 
to know about how regarded Caleb 
Hodgson is as a basketball player.

Then a freshman for the Aggies, 
Hodgson was shown in the picture 
at a Michigan State football game 
after an invite from Spartans men’s 
basketball coach Tom Izzo.

The 6-foot-9 Hodgson has 
received plenty of invites and over-

tures in the couple of years since, 
with the same Twitter account 
showing him last November as 
a guest recruit at a University of 
Michigan men’s basketball game.

Hodgson has received scholar-
ship offers from Western Michigan 
and Central Michigan to name a 
couple, while the junior will cer-
tainly see more offers and attention 
come his way before making a 
decision on his future.

But in the present, he is pro-
viding a dominating force in the 
interior for the Aggies once again. 

In helping lead the charge 
to an 8-1 start this season, 
Hodgson is averaging 23.8 
points per game along 
with 14.0 rebounds and 3.0 
blocks. He is also adding 
2.8 assists and 1.9 steals 
per.

“He’s scoring at a great pace for 
us but he does so many other things 
as well,” eighth-year Dansville 
head coach Cole Feldpausch said. 
“He gets so many rebounds and he 
blocks a lot of shots, so he’s anchor-
ing our defense as well. He’s a great 
passer. Our offense runs through 
him. He’s a great scorer, but he’s 
capable of doing so much more.”

Hodgson has managed to not 
only embrace the spotlight and all 
the attention that comes with being 
a high-profile Division I recruit, 

but also keep the focus on his high 
school team and the goals that have 
been laid out.

“Credit to him for being able to 
take care of both responsibilities,” 
Feldpausch said. “On the one hand, 
he recognizes his responsibility to 
the team as far as being a great play-
er and needing to be more aggres-
sive. But at the same time, it’s never 
about him. More than anything, 
he cares about winning and doing 
what’s best for the team. But he also 
knows he has an important future 
choice and he puts a lot of stock 
into doing what will best for him.”

Dansville has won four in a row, 
the latest being a 69-60 triumph 
at Fulton on Jan. 17. The Aggies 
hosted Pewamo-Westphalia on Jan. 
24 after our print deadline.

The Michigan High School Athletic 
Association announced its annual Schol-
ar-Athlete award finalists and as always 
the Sports Scene coverage area in heavily 
represented.

Of the 120 finalists the top 32 earn 
$1,000 scholarships. The program, in its 
29th year, has awarded 736 scholarships 
to students who participate in at least one 
MHSAA-sponsored sport and own a 3.50 
grade-point average.

Of the 32 scholarships, 12 will go to Class 

A athletes, eight to Class B athletes, six to 
Class C athletes and four to Class D ath-
letes. Also, two at-large scholarships will 
go to minority student-athletes.

Winners will be announced in February 
with Class C and D winners announced 
on Feb. 6, Class B on Feb. 13 and Class 
A on Feb. 20. Scholarship winners will 
be honored during halftime of the Class 
C boys basketball state final on Saturday, 
March 24, at Michigan State University’s 
Breslin Center.

Dansville’s Hodgson Considered 
To Be One Of Top Juniors In State

Area Finalists Announced For 
MHSAA Scholar-Athlete Award

Class B Girls Finalists
Hannah Shorkey, Essexville Garber
Megan Brooks, Saginaw Swan Valley
Emily Buska, Saginaw Swan Valley

Class B Boys Finalists
Jackson Lund, Big Rapids
Vincent Goyette, Flint Powers Catholic
Anthony Harris, Frankenmuth
Hunter Goldensoph, Saginaw Swan Valley

Class C Girls Finalists
Shelby Trevino, Beal City
Ellen Charlotte Laurenz, Breckenridge
Emily Spitzley, Pewamo-Westphalia
Kendahl Grace Overbeck, Saranac
Emma Pachulski, Saranac
Class C Boys Finalists
Parker Hayes, Beaverton
Eric Vandefifer, Montrose

Class D Girls Finalists
Katelyn Smith, Akron-Fairgrove
Sophie Ruggles, Mt. Pleasant Sacred Heart

Class D Boys Finalists
Nicholas Burlingame, Ashley
Aaron Jacob Fahrner, Owendale-Gagetown
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Nate Schneider 
Sports Scene

Don’t count Scott Lewis 
among those surprised at the 
fantastic 9-1 start Grand Ledge 
boys basketball is enjoying.

The head coach of the Comets 
oversaw a seven-win team last 
season, so what is transpiring 
this winter is clearly a huge step 
forward.

But in digging deeper, it all 
makes sense that Grand Ledge 
would be turning those deflating 
losses into thrilling victory a 
year later.

“Our record last season was 
very misleading,” Lewis said. 
“We had all these guys last year 
and we lost nine games by three 

possessions or less. They were in 
every single game and battled. 
That helped motivated them 
in the offseason and into this 
season, to make sure those tight 
ones go our way this year.”

The senior-laden Comets are 
getting the job done with a bal-
anced attack most nights, with 
quite often no one on the roster 
compiling huge statistics on a 
nightly basis.

“Every Thursday the Lansing 
State Journal puts stats out,” 
Lewis stated. “The last time 
they ran those stats, we had one 
person toward the bottom in 
rebounding. Aside from that, 
we didn’t have anyone stand out 
in their statistics. That speaks 
to how they play as a unit. In so 

many games we’ll have three, 
four or five guys in double 
figures. We’re able to switch 
up starting lineups based on 
matchups and we play 10-deep 
on a regular basis. Everyone is 
contributing.”

Grand Ledge’s lone blemish is 
a 68-63 loss to Lansing Everett 
in the second game of the sea-
son. Since then, the Comets have 
reeled off eight straight victories.

Among the wins is a 59-53 
triumph at East Lansing on Jan. 
9, which effectively ended the 
Trojans’ 45-game regular season 
winning streak. 

Al McCready had a huge 
game against East Lansing as he 
went for 23 points, then added 
24 in the next game versus 

Lansing Eastern. He is putting 
in 23.5 points per game to lead 
the way.

“Al is one of those guys who 
can take over a game,” Lewis 
added. “He can do a little bit 
of everything. He’s really crafty 
and smooth. He can go to the 
basket and finish well above 
the rim. He’s long. He’s a really 
good player and an even better 
person. He gets A’s and B’s in the 
classroom. 

A really quiet kid who we 
almost have to stoke a fire to get 
him going. We sometimes try to 
get him to be more verbal be-
cause he tries to lead by example 
so much, but he’s a really good 
kid who is having a great season. 
Al is collecting some interest 
from colleges now and rightfully 
so.”

Grand Ledge continues its 
season Jan. 26 at home as it 
attempts to get avenge its lone 
defeat versus Everett.

Nate Schneider 
Sports Scene

Alma boys basketball coach JT Cleveland 
has been asked plenty this season whether he 
is surprised about the strong start his squad is 
enjoying.

To an extent, yes. But he also knew the po-
tential for the current version of the Panthers 
was immense, an outlook they are clearly 
living up to.

With a 56-31 victory at Fowlerville on 
Jan. 22, Alma improved its record to 9-1 and 
pushed its win streak to four games. The only 
setback thus far is a 48-42 loss at Swan Valley, 

pushing the Panthers 
down to second place 
in the Tri-Valley 
Conference Central 
standings.

“It proves that the 
kids we have this year 
wanted to continue 

to play championship basketball and at that 
high level we have the last five years,” Cleve-
land said. “They’ve worked their absolute 
butt off all summer, all fall, last spring. And 
now every practice is a dogfight. They’re just 
getting after it and competing like mad. When 
you do those things, great things happen.”

Alma graduated five key seniors - Konner 
Vedrode, CJ Thompson, Anthony Humm, 
Ryan Cornejo and Troy Bastian - from last 
year’s roster. Gone was a lot of scoring punch 
and leadership, but the Panthers have man-
aged to prowl on with a new-look team.

“We go through [senior point guard] 

Damon Anguiano when we need a basket, 
whether we look for him to score or find a 
teammate,” Cleveland explained. “But we 
don’t necessarily have that one go-to scorer 
like Vedrode was. And we’re not as big as we 
have been the last several years, but we’re ac-
tually rebounding better than we did last year. 
Our press always helps disrupt opponents, but 
we’re also defending really well in the half-
court. I love this team and I’m proud of the 
way they’ve been able to get rolling so far.”

The Panthers finished last season 17-7 over-
all and 12-2 in TVC Central play before fall-
ing to Frankenmuth in the Class B regionals. 

Now Alma is ahead of last year’s pace 
record-wise as it prepares for another tough 
home game Jan. 25 versus 7-2 Hemlock.

“We’ve got some tough games ahead against 
some really good opponents so we need to 
keep our focus and continue to get after it,” 
Cleveland added. 

Grand Ledge Boys Turning Heads; 
Upsets Previous Unbeaten East Lansing

Alma “In It To Win It”
Panthers Playing Championship 
Basketball During First Half Of Season

Class A Boys Finalists
Anthony Joseph, DeWitt
Anthony Kim, Grand Blanc
Joseph Corner, Holt
Aditya Middha, Midland Dow
Paul Cheng McKinley, Okemos
Cole Johnson, Rockford 

Class A Girls Finalists
Samantha Hild, Holly
Anushka Murthy, Okemos

Grand Ledge was 9-1 entering the 
second half of the season including a 
victory over previously unbeaten East 

Lansing. (Marvin Hall, High School 
Sports Scene photo)

Alma posted a 10-1 record prior to its TVC crossover showdown against 
Frankenmuth. (Randy Miniard, High School Sports Scene photo)

Caleb Hodgson is putting up 
All-State kind of numbers 
this season for Dansville. 

(Submitted photo)

Mt. Pleasant Sacred Heart Academy’s 
Sophie Ruggles was one of the MHSAA 

Scholar-Athlete finalists for the 2017-
18 school year. (Scott Keyes, High 

School Sports Scene photo)
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Nate Schneider 
Sports Scene

East Lansing star Brandon Johns was sit-
ting in the stands earlier this month prior to 
a game at Holt when he was caught off guard 
by a request from a young kid.

Johns was asked for 
his autograph by a child 
wearing University of 
Michigan colors, along-
side his father who was 
also donning maize and 
blue.

“I’d never seen that be-
fore,” Trojans head coach 
Steve Finamore said. “I 
believe that might have 
been his first autograph 
request. This poor kid had 
a nice basketball to sign 
and was very polite as we 
were watching the girls 
game. It shows you how 
much everyone looks up 
to Brandon. He is such a great role model 
for kids. He has a younger brother in fourth 
grade and he’s so great to him. Aside from 
everything he does on the basketball court, 
what also stands out about Brandon is how 
tremendous he is as a person. He has no ego 
at all. It makes it pleasurable for a coach to 
come to practice.”

Johns, a University of Michigan commit, 
is a four-year varsity performer at East Lan-
sing and has continued his rise each season. 
This year, he is averaging an astounding 29 
points per game along with 12 rebounds and 
four blocked shots.

His scoring prowess is well-documented 
and he’s scored as many as 51 in a game 
this season, which he accomplished against 
Lansing Sexton in a 114-82 victory despite 

sitting out a couple stretches in the contest.
But it is his defensive ability that really 

sets the tone for the Trojans (8-2).
“He plays both ends of the court at a 

high level which allows him to impact the 
game in two different ways,” Finamore said. 

“His on-ball defense and 
off-the-ball defense is 
unbelievable. We put him 
at the top of our 1-3-1 
zone and he’s amazing 
with his long arms. It 
makes it difficult for the 
opposing point guard to 
do anything.”

Johns has sat out the 
last couple games with a 
knee injury, which was 
a big reason why East 
Lansing eked out a 52-50 
overtime win at Lansing 
Eastern on Jan. 16 before 
falling at home to Oke-
mos by a count of 60-55 
on Jan. 19.

The 6-foot-8 and 206-pound power 
forward should be a perfect fit in the scheme 
that John Beilein runs at Michigan.

“If he would have chose Michigan State, 
it would have been an outstanding choice,” 
Finamore said. “But what appealed to 
Brandon was Coach Beilein and his style of 
play, where guys his size are allowed to shoot 
threes. Not to say Michigan State doesn’t 
allow that, but he just felt comfortable with 
those two things at Michigan - the coach 
and the style of play.”

Johns will look to get healthy and back in 
the lineup as the Trojans have some tough 
upcoming games as they prepare for the 
postseason.

Skies The Limit For East 
Lansing’s Brandon Johns

U of M commit can do it all for Trojans
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Nate Schneider 
Sports Scene

Four years ago, Mario Whitley was not even con-
vinced he belonged on the varsity team at Franken-
muth.

Nowadays, confidence isn’t an issue at all as Whitley 
is one of the leading scorers in the state and a Saginaw 
Valley State commit who has helped guide the Eagles to 
a 9-1 start this season.

“In the summer and even the fall leading into his 
freshman year he did not want to play with the varsity,” 
Frankenmuth head coach Andy Donovan said. “He 
didn’t think he was ready and finally during some 
workouts that fall, he started to come around. The rest 
is history. He made his mark pretty quickly.”

Whitley averaged a very respectable 10.7 points 
per game as a freshman despite his reservations about 
being ready for the varsity level. 
He improved that to a 15.3 average 
his sophomore season, while as a 
junior he took a huge jump forward 
and poured in 25 per.

Now he is once again bumping 
his scoring average up, boosted 
by a recent 37-point explosion in 
a 68-52 victory at Reese. Whitley 
is also tallying 9.6 rebounds, 4.1 
steals, 2.8 assists and 1.1 blocks per 
game as an all-around star on the 
hardwood.

“All four years he’s improved,” 
Donovan said. “He’s always been 
a guy who could rebound the ball 
and finish around the rim, plus he 
could catch and shoot it. But over 
the course of four years he’s become 
a really good passer and created his own shot more. 
He’s also become a really good defender.”

For the last couple seasons, there has been no ele-
ment of surprise in Whitley’s game as every opponent 
knows exactly what he brings to the table. With draw-
ing so much attention from defenses, he has to work 
for every basket he gets and has managed to do so with 
flying colors.

Prior to his senior season of basketball, Whitley 

made the 
decision to play high school football. He had previously 
played two games on varsity as a junior before quitting.

Needless to say, he was also a rousing success on the 
gridiron.

In nine games played, Whitley caught six passes for 
185 yards and five of the receptions went for touch-
downs. He also returned a kickoff for a score.

Donovan barely even had to worry about injury with 
Whitley because no one could touch him.

“There was a point well into the season where he 
hadn’t even been tackled all year,” Donovan quipped. 
“He either returned a kick or caught a pass for a touch-
down every time. Coaches commented on his physi-
cality in practice and I thought the whole experience 
was good for him. It allowed Mario to have a fall where 
basketball wasn’t his sole focus.”

Frankenmuth finished the 
football season with a 12-1 record, 
not losing until the Division 5 
semifinals when it fell to five-time 
defending state champion Grand 
Rapids West Catholic.

Despite the commitment to 
Saginaw Valley State, Whitley is 
still getting inquiries from various 
college coaches on a regular basis 
as he is clearly a hot commodity as 
a player so many programs would 
love to add.

“There’s always people filling 
your ear and coaches that still call,” 
Donovan remarked. “So saying that 
committing to SVSU in November 
was a relief is sort of a cliche an-
swer. Ultimately it is on Mario to be 
done with the recruiting process. It 

is on him to decide whether Saginaw Valley State is the 
place he wants to be. If it is, that’s great for him.”

Frankenmuth fell 68-52 last season to Lake Fenton in 
the Class B regional hosted by Corunna. With a loaded 
roster led by Whitley and senior point guard Sam Gray 
(15.7 ppg, 5.0 apg), it appears the Eagles are a prime 
candidate for an even deeper run this March.

Frankenmuth has never won a boys basketball state 
championship.

Super Mario
Whitley Has Frankenmuth Believing
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East Lansing’s Brandon Johns, a University of Michigan commit is 
making a case for himself this season as a strong candidate for Mr. 
Basketball. (Marvin Hall, High School Sports Scene photos)

Frankenmuth’s Mario Whitley is averaging close to 
30 points a contest this season for the Eagles. (Nick 

Rethman, High School Sports Scene photos)
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SPORTS SCENE’S EYE ON GIRLS BASKETBALL

Butch Harmon 
Sports Scene

There is defense and then there is Dee-
fense!

The type of defense that the Mt. Pleasant 
Sacred Heart and Pewamo-Westphalia girls 
basketball teams are playing this season needs 
an even new category created.

When it comes to playing outstanding 
defense, both the Sacred Heart and Pewa-
mo-Westphalia are taking it to a different 
level this season. At the halfway points of the 
season, Sacred Heart’s defense is allowing 
just 18.5 points per game. The Irish have held 
seven of their first 10 opponents to 20 points 
or less. That type of defense has Sacred Heart 
in control of the Mid State Activities Confer-
ence and among the teams to beat come state 
tournament time.

Pewamo-Westphalia is putting up similar 
numbers. The Pirates are allowing 18.45 
points per game. In its first 11 wins of the 
season, Pewamo-Westphalia has allowed 
20 points or less in seven of the wins. That 
defense is a big reason the Pirates are the lone 
undefeated team in the Central Michigan 
Athletic Conference and poised for a long 
tournament run in Class C.

• The Williamston girls basketball team 
has fashioned a 13-0 record as of mid-Janu-
ary and is among the premier teams in the 
state in Class B. Making a run at a state title, 
however, became much more difficult in early 
January when Maddie Watters was lost for 
the rest of the year with a season-ending knee 
injury. The Western Michigan University 
recruit and Miss Basketball candidate was av-
eraging 22.6 points per game when she went 
down. The Hornets have an all-around talent-

ed team with plenty of depth and will still be 
a major factor come state tournament time. 
Senior center Allison Peplowski looks to pick 
up some of the scoring slack as evidenced by 
a 21-point effort in a win against Fowlerville 
in the game after Watters’ injury.

• Big Rapids and Stanton Central Mont-
calm are waging a spirited battle for the 
Central States Activities Association Gold 
title this season. Central Montcalm is 13-0 
heading into late January while Big Rapids is 
11-1. Big Rapids, the defending league cham-
pions, dropped a 48-39 decision to at Central 
Montcalm for its lone loss of the season. 
Seniors Jayla Strickland and Kaitlyn Rays lead 
the way for Big Rapids. Central Montcalm 
is a young and talented team led by juniors 
Kiara Wernette, Kiley Guelzo and Hannah 
Putnam with an emerging freshman standout 
in Bailey Vissman. The two teams will collide 
once more on Feb. 16 in Big Rapids.    

• The DeWitt Panthers continue to surge 
this season. Led by Wayne State University 
signee Grace George, the Panthers are ranked 
fourth in the state in Class A. The Panthers 
are undefeated in the CAAC Red and have an 
impressive win over fifth-ranked Howell to 
their credit.

• Hemlock continues to roll in the Tri 
Valley Conference West division. The Huskies 
have won nine of their first 10 games this sea-
son by double-digit point margins and lead 
the conference by a full two games.

• Freeland and Alma are battling it out in 
the Tri Valley West. Freeland is unbeaten in 
the conference and handed Alma its lone loss 
of the season 47-38. Freeland won 10 of its 
first 12 games this season with the lone losses 
coming against Saginaw Valley League pow-
ers Saginaw Heritage and Bay City Western.

Area Girls Basketball Teams 
Turning In Some Eye-Catching 
Efforts This Season
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John Raffel 
Sports Scene

Breckenridge’s boys basketball team 
has had its ups and downs, but coach Jeff 
Ostrander is gearing his team up for a late 
season and postseason tournament run.

The Huskies started out the season 3-5.
“I would describe it as average,”  Os-

trander said. “We’re doing OK. We played 
a pretty good game against MLS (Michi-
gan Lutheran Seminary). We came out six 
points from winning. It was 24-11 going 
into halftime and we scored 38 points in 
the second half (in a 55-49 loss).

“They’re coming on. They have a really 

good quarter, then they have two bad 
quarters. It’s mostly juniors and sopho-
mores. They’re trying to get used to the 
speed.”

The Huskies are coming off a banner 
2016-17 season when they were 17-4. They 
started out 5-0.

Three-year starter Caleb Hurt is back 
this year and a junior who has been com-
ing on is Braydon Aldrich, who scored 22 
points in the second half against MLS.

“Braydon is a real good guard and has 
good speed,” Ostrander said. “He’s about 
6-foot tall and is a good ball handler and 
a good shooter. He understands the game 

and knows when to do what.
“The biggest thing I’m trying to teach 

this young group is sometimes you have 
to score at all costs and sometimes the 
clock is more important than more points. 
They’re learning. They’re trying to figure 
out what to do and when to do it. A lot 
of it is about getting reps. Going from JV 
to varsity is a big step. I try not to put too 
much emphasis on the win and loss stuff. 
My emphasis is to get better every day. 
Otherwise, what are we doing? I only have 
two seniors and I want them to have a 
good experience. I want my juniors to be-
come a team who next year could compete 
for a title.”

Nate Schneider 
Sports Scene

Dan Schell envisioned maybe some-
where between five and eight total wins 
this season.

No need to be greedy when playing 
in the top-notch Saginaw Valley League 
and having graduated a pair of Class A 
All-State honorable mention players in 
Noah Ingram and Obie Ricumstrict from 
the 2016-17 roster.

The Oilers came into this campaign 
with some varsity experience, but it is a 
roster loaded with juniors and sopho-
mores that had yet to have any experi-
ence being go-to difference makers at the 
varsity level.

So much for tempered expectations.
Mount Pleasant has roared out of the 

gates with an undefeated 7-0 record, the 
latest win coming on Jan. 19 with a 72-47 
home win over Bay City Central. The 

Oilers played at Midland Dow, a team it 
has already defeated on their home court 
65-43, on Jan. 23 in a game that took 
place after print deadline.

“This has definitely surprised me,” 
Mount Pleasant head coach Dan Schell 
said. “I knew we were really young. But 
give credit to the kids, they’ve worked 
their tails off in the offseason. Everyone 
who didn’t play football didn’t miss a day 
of weight room. They’ve worked on their 
games and have all gotten substantially 
better. That’s a huge difference.”

The Oilers have only played two games 
decided by single digits, defeating Mid-
land 54-52 and following that up with a a 
65-57 triumph over Flint Powers.

A dramatic finish in the contest 
against the rival Chemics saw sophomore 
Mason Wojtusik scored the final two of 
his game-best 28 points as time expired 
as he drained a jumper from the free 
throw line to send Mount Pleasant to the 

win.
Wojtusik is leading the Oilers in scor-

ing at 21 points per.
“He was a role player last year as a 

freshman averaging maybe four or five 
points per game,” Schell said of Woj-
tusik. “He made a considerable jump 
in the offseason, knowing he’d have a 
very important role this year. He’s also 
probably leading us in rebounding, so 
numbers-wise he’s had a huge impact.”

Mount Pleasant has also received a big 
boost from the additions of the Ostrows-
ky brothers, junior forward Jackson and 
sophomore point guard Joe. Their father, 
Chris, is the offensive coordinator for the 
Central Michigan football team.

“We have a lot of young contributors 
who will only get better,” Schell said. 
“The schedule gets tougher from here on 
out with some very quality Saginaw Val-
ley League opponents, but we’re looking 
forward to those tests.”

Breckenridge Boys Coach Eyes Improvement

Mt. Pleasant Boys Hoops 
Continue To Impress

VViill llaaggee  ooff   BBrreecckkeennrr iiddggee   
Committed 

to our 
Future ...

Inspired by our Past.

Breckenridge coach Jeff Ostrander is hoping to see 
improvement by his team during the second half of the the 
season. (Skip Traynor, High School Sports Scene photo)

Mt. Pleasant coach Dan Schell has his team believing 
that this could be another special season for the 
Oilers. Mt. Pleasant was 8-0 prior to press time. 
(Skip Traynor, High School Sports Scene photo)
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John Raffel 
Sports Scene

St. Louis Sharks girls basketball coach 
BJ Tomanek has good reason to be pleased 
with his team so far this season.

The Sharks have gotten off to an 8-3 
start overall and 5-3 in the TVC West.

“So far, we’ve done ok,” Tomanek said. 
“We’re pretty young and we’re pretty 
athletic. We’re trying to put together our 
offense. It’s a new coaching staff and new 
scheme. I think we’ve won most of the 
games we’re supposed to win so far. We 
lost to Hemlock but they’re a pretty good 
and pretty experienced team with a lot of 
success the last couple of years.”

It’s Tomanek’s first season of coaching. 
The Sharks were 10-11 last year.

“We have talent 
and we have girls 
that work hard,” 
Tomanek said. 
“Last year, they got 
into a slump and 
things kind of fell 

apart. We’ve been trying to focus our team 
around defense because we’re athletic. You 
can do well on defense with effort and 
things like that. We’ve been trying to go all 
out on defense.”

One of the top players and top scorers 
has been Allison Taipalus, who is averag-
ing 12 points and seven rebounds a game.

“She does a lot of good things for us,” 
Tomanek said.

Another standout is Chloe Pestrue, a 
senior guard, averaging eight points and 
eight rebounds a game.

“She also averages around four assists,” 
Tomanek said. “She does a lot of different 
things for us.”

Brook Filipiak is averaging five points 
and five steals a game.

“She’s one of our better defenders,” 
Tomanek said.

He’s hopeful for the rest of the season.
“Our goal is to finish as far up in the 

conference as possible,” he said. “Then 
we’ll see what we can do against Hemlock 
in the playoffs. We have them first round.” John Raffel 

Sports Scene
Scout Nelson and her brother are 

having successful ath-
letic careers at Mount 
Pleasant Sacred Heart 
and the Fighting 
Irish are reaping the 
rewards.

They are two of 
three triplets and are 
in their junior season 
of basketball

Scout was third last 
fall in the Division 4 
state cross country 
meet for the state 
championship Irish 
team.

Damon Brown 
coaches Scout on the girls team. She’s 
been a two-time all-stater.

“She’s been a three-year starter for 
me at point guard,” Brown said. “She 
has been on state contending teams for 
three years and is a pretty well-rounded 
athlete. She’s grown tremendously each 
year in her knowledge of the game of 
basketball. She is probably averaging 13 
points, six assists and five steals a game. 
She’s a very efficient point guard for us. 
She does a lot of good things for us on 
both ends of the floor.

“She came as a starting freshman for 
us and hasn’t given up the job yet. She’s 
improved a lot from last year. Her point 
totals are a little down but her assists 

and rebounding are 
up. She’s taken the 
approach of being a 
more well-rounded 
player. She’s getting 
her teammates 
involved and making 
sure the team is suc-
cessful and knowing 
she can get her points 
in other ways.”

 Nelson makes her 
mark in big games, 
Brown has observed.

“We played Grand 
Rapids West Cath-
olic and she had 18 

points, seven rebounds and nine steals,” 
Brown said. “She’s a big-game player. 
When the game is big is when she shows 
up.”

Colten Nelson “is a heckuva player” 
for the boys team, Brown said. “He’s 
probably one of the best players in 
the area as far as boys goes. He’s been 
leading the team in scoring the last two 
years. He can shoot the ball and run 
the floor. They’re very athletic. They’re 
always competing with each other. The 
other triplet (Chase) doesn’t play (bas-

ketball) but they always compete.
“Growing up, Sout played baseball 

she didn’t play softball. She played all 
the boys sports. That’s why she’s been so 
tough.”

Chase Nelson does run cross country 
and was 31st at the 2017 state finals.

Brown see similarities in Scout’s and 
Chase’s basketball styles.

“They both have a strong basketball 
IQ,”  Brown said. “They loved contact. 
They’re both very aggressive. They both 
like to compete. They’re always challeng-
ing each other which is good for both 
teams. Scott, from a girls standpoint 
doesn’t back down from anybody. She’s 
very aggressive and rather physical. She’s 
tall for a point guard, 5-8. They’re twins 
and very similar in how they approach 
and play the game.”                                                                  

Sharks Off To 
Impressive Start

Nelson Siblings Doing 
It All For Sacred Heart

John Raffel 
Sports Scene

Hemlock’s girls basketball team has fired out to a 
10-0 start under coach Joe Rodriguez.

“Defense has been the key so far,” he said.
Huskies were 21-5 last season.
Seven players return from that team and there 

are two newcomers.
Among the standouts are Natalie Hoffman, 

who is averaging 12 points a game, and is a senior 
captain.

“She’s been our defensive specialist,” Rodriguez 
said. “She guards the best player from every team.”

Morgan Mulvaney is a senior, “who has been 
contributing off the bench,” Rodriguez said. “She’s 
our second leading scorer and averages around 
three steals a game.”

Sophomore Sydney Peake is the team’s leading 

rebounder, and is averaging 10 points a game.
Junior Katy Snyder is 6-foot tall and has been the 

third leading scorer and another top rebounder.
There are big tests coming up, including against 

perennial state power Freeland.
“I was the JV coach over there last year,” Rodri-

guez said. “This is my first year at Hemlock. They’re 
ranked in the state. That will be one of our biggest 
challenges.”

The key in that game will be “defense, whomever 
can stop each other,” Rodriguez said. “Both teams 
can shoot, both teams can score. The best defense is 
going to win, I believe.”

As a first-year coach “the girls picked up my 
plans, systems, everything, right away,” Rodriguez 
said. “They had a foundation when  I came here. All 
I’m, doing is adding to that foundation, and they 
picked it up.

“We were ranked No. 5 by the Associated Press. 
That’s the highest ranking we’ve had here in years.”

Hemlock Continues To Improve 
Under First-Year Coach

St. Louis high school was 9-3 on the season prior to press 
time. (Randy Miniard, High School Sports Scene photos)

Hemlock jumped out to a perfect 10-0 start to the 
season before losing to Freeland Jan. 26 under 

first-year coach Joe Rodriguez. (Nick Rethman, High 
School Sports Scene photo)

Mt. Pleasant Sacred Heart siblings Colten and  Skylar 
Nelson have been staples in the school’s athletic 
department the last three years. (Skip Traynor, 
High School Sports Scene photos)
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Nate Schneider 
Sports Scene

One of the biggest prep stories 
in Michigan this winter has 
involved the MHSAA ruling Clark-
ston senior Thomas Kithier ineligi-
ble to play basketball following his 
transfer from Macomb Dakota.

The situation has become 
more contentious by the day, but 
ultimately the MHSAA has not 
budged on its decision that Kithier 
transferred to Clarkston for athlet-
ic motivations which is prohibited.

The MHSAA’s case is a valid one 
as Kithier is committed to Michi-

gan State University and it believes 
he transferred to the defending 
Class A state champion Wolves 
to team up with fellow Spartans 
commit Foster Loyer. Transferring 
to a school of choice is allowed in 
Michigan as long as it is not for 
athletic reasons.

The transfer waiver from Kithier 
was delivered to Macomb Dakota 
in early August and within a week 
or two later, Dakota refused to sign 
off on it. Additionally, MHSAA 
executive director Jack Roberts 
agreed with the decision in an Oct. 
31 ruling and cited that Kithier had 
spoken to local media about his 
desire to play on the same team as 

Loyer.
In a lawsuit filed in late Decem-

ber by the Kithier family, they state 
that Thomas moved into an apart-
ment in Clarkston in early August. 
Transfer options had been looked 
at, according to the Kithiers, since 
his sophomore year due to Dakota 
not offering certain classes he 
needed. 

But the arguments have not 
been enough to convince the MH-
SAA that the transfer reasons were 
solely for basketball and Kithier 
teaming up to play with Loyer and 
a loaded Clarkston squad would 
create an unnecessary superteam. 
One in which Kithier would be 
breaking Michigan transfer rules 
and therefore his senior season is 
lost because of his decision to not 

stay at Macomb Dakota.
It’s an unfortunate situation, but 

one that would have been avoid-
able had the Kithier family played 
by the transfer rules set by the 
MHSAA and the state of Michigan.

As for the Clarkston boys 
basketball team, it is getting along 
just fine even if it is without an 
outstanding player in Kithier. 
The Wolves come in with an 11-1 
record and secured their sixth 
straight victory Jan. 25 with a 
61-48 home triumph over West 
Bloomfield.

Clarkston played again Jan. 30 
at Hazel Park in a game that took 
place after our print deadline, 
while the Wolves are back home on 
Feb. 2 versus Bloomfield Hills.

Scott Keyes 
Sports Scene

Each of the last four years 
Heritage senior Jessi Bicknell has 
watched her offensive numbers 
improve every season.

Led my a strong junior class 
that includes Moira Joiner, 
Mallory McCartney and Shine 
Strickland-Gills, all three will be 
be playing at the next level, it’s the 

University of Detroit commit that 
has Heritage believing anything is 
possible when the Hawks step on 
the court.

Bicknell scored 23 points and 
Strickland-Gills added 13 to lead 
Heritage a 65-23 Saginaw Valley 
League victory over Flint Powers 
Jan. 23. Even with the convincing 
wins, Bicknell said there is always 
room for improvement.

“In order to continue our level 
of play we have to continue to get 
better,” Bicknell said. “I think in 
the past we might have peaked 
kind of early and we lost games 
we probably shouldn’t have. If we 
play our game the way I know we 
can everything else should fall into 
place.”

Bicknell knows Heritage needs 
to go for the juggler when the 

Hawks are up big in a game in-
stead of coasting to a victory.

“When we set goals as a team 
we look at scored this many 
against a particular team, now 
we have to go out and win buy 
this many. It’s a mindset. It’s an 
attitude,” she said.

As far as her  senior season 
goes, she said she is gaining 
confidence every time she hits the 
court.

“My senior season is going 
pretty well,” Bicknell said. “I have 
progressed each of my last four 
seasons and that’s all I can hope 
for.”

John Raffel 
Sports Scene

Molly Davis has gained 
attention as a basketball 
player for a long time, and 
for good reasons.

Davis plays for Midland 
Dow. She’s a junior but has 
already made the commit-
ment to Central Michigan 
University. 

“She’s been a starter 
since her freshman year,” 
Dow coach Kyle Theisen 
points out. “She’s having 
her best year. The last 
couple of years, we’ve had 
really a lot of talent on 
the team, plus girls who 
are playing in college, 
graduated from last year. 
They’re all playing college 
basketball. Molly was part 
of a great puzzle last year.”

But this year, “she’s 
really the main piece for 

us and is stepping up her 
scoring, her assists and her 
leadership. All-around, she 
is having a great year.”

Theisen said the coach-
ing staff knew prior to 
Davis’ freshman season 
she was more than ready to 
play on varsity. 
“We knew Molly was com-
ing through our middle 
school feeder program,” 
Theisen said. “We were 
well aware of how talented 
she was in middle school. 
She played with the varsity 
team over the summer. 
She had to earn it. But she 
earned it during summer 
and she earned it during 
tryouts. We knew she was 
coming into a starting role 
right away.”

Davis averaged 9.0 
points a game as a fresh-
man, 11 as a sophomore 
and is at 17 per game as a 

junior.
“It’s experience and hard 

work,” Theisen said. “She 
puts a lot of hard work into 
her game. She’s our only 
returning varsity player. 
The entire rest of the team 
hasn’t played varsity. She’s 
doing her best to take a 
lot of the scoring load and 
responsibility of the team 
on her shoulders while the 
younger girls are trying 
to gain that experience. 
It’s falling a lot of her 
shoulders this year to be 
successful.”

Davis verbally commit-
ted to Central Michigan 
when she was a sopho-
more. Theisen indicated 
she was getting interest 
as early as middle school. 
She stopped playing other 
sports by middle school, 
Theisen said, to focus on 
hoops.

“With all the seniors 
having graduated this 
year, she has become more 
vocal,” Theisen said. “She’s 
a good example of working 
hard. She had a great 
game at regionals last year, 
playing on a bad ankle this 
year.”

Dow is 8-4 overall.                                                                                      
“Overall, we’ve had pret-

ty good success,” Theisen 
said. “We played pretty 
good competition. Three of 
the four teams we’ve lost to 
are ranked in the top 10 in 
the state. We’re holding our 
own and beating the teams 
we’re supposed to beat, for 
the most part. We’ve run 
into some tough competi-
tion right now.”

Scott Keyes 
Sports Scene

Vonnie Delong, the Saginaw 
Heritage girls basketball coach 
is known for her suffercating 
defense since she has taken over 
the program five seasons ago.

The 2-3 zone has been staple 
of the Hawks defense since De-
long has gotten to Heritage.

This season, DeLong has 
opened eyes in the Saginaw 
Valley League with the addittion 
to man-to-man, that has caught 
teams off guard.

The  result is still the same as 
Heritage is ranked No. 1 in Class 
A in the recent Associated Press 
polls and was 11-0 prior to press 
time.

All in a days work for the 
Hawks.

“You know when I was at 
Arthur Hill I didn’t coach one 
minute of zone,” DeLong said.

“I was strictly man-to-man. 
Sometimes you look at where 
your kids are and to put them in 
the best position to win games 
so zone was the direction I took. 
And if you look and where the 
game of basketball is as a whole 
right now Coach K and Duke 
is playing zone. I mean, college 
teams are playing zones. Teams 
you would have never guessed 
would be playing zones, are 
playing zones. They do it because 
it works sometimes. Some kids 
aren’t really good shooters. 
When they are wide open, kids 
can knock down a wide open 
three. But if you put a body on 
them, a hand in their face they 
struggle to attack the zone.”

DeLong admits she would 

have loved to play man from the 
start, but she said she won’t play 
it, if her team wasn’t good at.

However through the first sev-
en games this season, Delong has 
surprised teams playing man-to-
man. It wasn’t until game eight 
against Carman-Ainsworth that 
Delong brought back the zone. 

“It took us awhile to get to 
where we are at currently, and 
we still struggle with it,” Delong 
said. “I think a big problem is 
AAU. They don’t teach defense. 
They tell you to go get your man.
The college coaches want to see 
an offensive display right out of 
the gate. I am sorry this is not 
college. I am trying to win high 
school basketball games and if 
I am playing man and normally 
win a game and beat that team 
pretty convincing in a zone you 
know I will be playing zone no 

question.”
Junior Moira Joiner loves 

playing more man-to-man, but 
she said there were some limita-
tions in the beginning.

“I think the biggest thing as a 
team we have to work on is play-
ing better defense as a whole, but 
a big reason for that is because 
we started playing more and 
more man defense,” Joiner said.

“We have run the 2-3 zone as 
people know, but this season we 
are runnning more man than we 
ever have. It’s a new concept for 
this team. We are giving up more 
penetration points than we have 
had in the past. But I think by 
changing the defense up we are 
surprising teams now compared 
to previous seasons. That will 
definitely help us come tourna-
ment time.”

MHSAA Rules On Kithier CaseBicknell Provides Senior 
Leadership For Top-Ranked Hawks

Midland Dow Junior Taking On 
Heavier Load For Her Team

Heritage Hoops Aren’t Letting Up; Continues 
To Be Team To Beat In Mid-Michigan

Heritage junior Moira Joiner drives to 
the  hoop in a recent game against 
Freeland. (Nick Rethman, High School 
Sports Scene photo)

Heritage senior Jessi Bicknell lines up her three throw in a game against 
Freeland. (Nick Rethman, High School Sports Scene photo)

Midland Dow junior Molly 
Davis is averaging close 
to 18 points this season 

for the Chargers. 
(Scott Keyes, High School 

Sports Scene photo)

Despite all the distractions this 
season Clarkston's basketball 

coach Dan Fife still has the 
Wolves sitting atop of the Class A 
basketball rankings this season. 

(Submitted photo)
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SPORTS SCENE’S EYE ON BOWLING

SPORTS SCENE’S EYE ON GYMNASTICS

Butch Harmon 
Sports Scene

After winning the Division 2 boys state 
bowling title last season, the Lowell boys 
bowling team is gearing up for a repeat 
performance.

Ranked No. 1 in the state in Division 2, 
the Red Arrows picked up a pair of league 
wins by defeating Cedar Springs 21-9 and 
Forest Hills Central 25-5.

Carson Clark, a second-team, all-state 
bowler last year, led the way against Cedar 
Springs with games of 277 and 242 for a 
season-best series of 519. Collin Clark added 
games of 197 and 210 for a 407 series while 
Marcel Primeau rolled a 187 game and Fos-
ter Skoog a 184.

Collin Clark led the way against Forest 
Hills Central with games of 196 and 203 for 
a 399 series.

Lowell also placed fifth at their own 
Lowell Invitational. Collin Clark made the 
all-tournament team with games of 270 and 
224. Foster Skoog and Carson Clark were 
also named to the all-tournament team with 
series scores of 431 and 433.

• It’s been a big season for both the Owos-
so boys and the Owosso girls bowling teams.

The Owosso girls are ranked third in the 
state in Division 2. Owosso upped its confer-
ence record to 6-1 for the season with a 22-8 
win against Ortonville-Brandon. Raeanne 
Forrester has a high game of 207 while Shel-
by Gokee added a 204 high game and Ashley 
Abrams had a 203.

The Owosso girls also took third at the 
Lila Furnish Tournament and third at the 
Flushing tournament.

The Owosso boys are ranked eighth in 
Division 2. The boys placed fourth at John 
Glenn and sixth at the Lila Furnish tourna-
ments. Owosso also took fourth at the Flint 
Metro Championships. Thomas Trecha led 
the way with a 670 series at the Metro cham-
pionships. Along with Trecha, the Owosso 
boys have received strong efforts this season 
from Collin Wood, Braden Triggs and Jhak-
ab Hickey.

• The Swan Valley boys and girls are both 
turning in huge seasons. The Swan Valley 
boys are ranked No. 1 in the state in Division 
3 while the Swan Valley girls are ranked No. 
2 in Division 3.

Undefeated in 
the league, the 
Swan Valley boys 
are led by Mason 
Eddy who has a 
234 league average. 
Noah Conley 
has a 207 league 
average while Loga 
Lemmer has a 203 
league average.

The Swan Valley 
girls are led by Bec-
ca Curtis who has a 
195 league average. 
Zoe Mitchell has a 
171 league average 
while Abby Bremer 
is averaging 165 in 
the league.

• The Alma girls 
are ranked first in 
the state in Division 
3 and have a perfect 
8-0 league record.

The Panthers 
have a deep and talented roster of bowlers 
led by Kemmie Shunk who has a 179 league 
average and Aaliyah Wilson with a 178. Mor-
gan Johnson has a 173 average and Hallie 
Weaver is at 170.

• In Division 4, the St. Charles boys are 
ranked first in the state. The Bulldogs are a 
perfect 8-0 in the league. Michael Pratt is 
turning in a big season for St. Charles with a 
212 average in the league. Luke Martell has 
a 190 average while Alex DiHenber is at 172 

and Drake McFarland at 171.
• The Ithaca boys bowling team is ranked 

second in the state in Division 3. The Yellow-
jackets have a dynamic one-two combination 
in Dalton Carl with a 205 league average 
and Matt Hoard with a 202 average. Dylan 
Macha has a 193 average.

The Ithaca girls bowling team is ranked 
sixth in Division 3. Bethany Slater leads the 
Yellowjacket girls with a 159 league average 
while Fiona Woodrow is averaging 157.  

Scott Keyes 
Sports Scene

The Saginaw Valley League will 
look vastly different next season as a 
quarter of its teams introduced new 
football coaches this off season. Here 
is a look at the new hires.

Weingartz Hired 
In Davison

Jacob Weingartz, a former 

All-State player and head coach 
at Lapeer East, has been hired to 
replace Kyle Zimmerman, the school 
announced earlier this month. 

Zimmerman resigned in No-
vember after four seasons as the 
Cardinals head coach. 

Weingartz began his coaching 
career at Lapeer East in 2007 and 
served as the school’s head coach 
until it merged with Lapeer West 
in 2014. He was an assistant coach 
with the new Lapeer Lightning until 
being hired by Davison.

Under Zimmerman, Davison 
posted a 28-13 record.

That included a 9-2 mark last 
season, when the Cardinals finished 
second in the Saginaw Valley Red 
with a 6-2 record and reached the 
Division 1 state playoffs before los-
ing in the second round to eventual 
state champion Clarkston.

Willertz Heading North
Chris Willertz, the former T.L. 

Handy and Michigan State Univer-
sity football star was recently named 
Bay City Western’s new head coach. 

Willertz is a 1985 graduate of 
Handy, where he starred in football, 
basketball and track and field. The 
son of John Willertz – the late for-
mer mayor of Bay City – and Jackie 
Willertz, who still resides in the area, 
he is returning to his roots in Bay 
County and returning to the side-
lines for the first time in 12 years.

At Western, Willertz tackles a 
mighty challenge. He replaces Jeff 
Rahl, who stepped down after going 
0-9 in his fourth season at the helm. 
Western has posted a 10-35 record 
the past five seasons since notching 
its most recent winning campaign 
in 2012.

Kevin Frederick 
Is Coming Home

Kevin Frederick, a 1997 Cen-
tral graduate, who has spent the 
past four seasons as head coach 
at Sterling Heights Stevenson, has 
been selected to take the reins of the 

Central football program.

Frederick was a standout quar-
terback for the Wolves, passing for 
1,460 yards as a senior in 1996. He 
led Central to its first Saginaw Valley 
League championship in 14 years 
and a berth in the regional final, 
earning the Golden Helmet Award 
as the area’s Class A player of the 
year.

He went on to play at Kansas 
Wesleyan before finishing his college 
degree at Saginaw Valley State 
University.

Frederick takes over coaching 
duties from longtime coach Morley 
Fraser.

Peterson Takes Over For 
Willey At Heritage

Matt Peterson, a 27-year-old 
Bullock Creek graduate was recently 
announced as the new football 
coach at Heritage High School.

Peterson replaces Joe Willey, who 
was 7-20 in three seasons as the 
Heritage football coach. The Hawks, 
who were 2-7, have not qualified for 
the playoffs since 2007.

Peterson played for Bullock 

Creek and Darren Kalina from 2004 
through 2007, starting at quarter-
back his junior and season seasons. 
The Lancers were 6-4 in 2006 and 
8-2 in 2007, falling in the first round 
of the Division 5 playoffs each 
season.

He walked on at Saginaw Valley 
State University in 2008, Jim Collins’ 
first season as the SVSU head 
coach. Peterson eventually earned 
a starting job as a cornerback and a 
scholarship. In his senior season, the 
Cardinals were 8-3.

Butch Harmon 
Sports Scene

The Grand Ledge gymnastics team has 
a different look this season and the early 
results are promising for one of the top 
gymnastics programs in the area.

Grand Ledge placed second at the 
regional tournament last year and placed 
11th at the state finals. The Comets, 
however, are minus two of last year’s top 

gymnasts. Afton LaFrance, the regional 
all-around champion last season, and 
Janelle Hall, who placed in the top six in 
the all-around at the regional have both 
graduated.

This year’s team is led by junior Ari-
anna Guerrero who is coming off a solid 
season.

Grand Ledge opened the season 
by placing fourth at the East Lansing 

Invitational.  Guerrero placed fourth on 
the floor at East Lansing. Lizzie Maurer 
turned in a strong effort at East Lansing as 
she took first place on the floor, second 
on the beam and fifth all-around. Maggie 
Mullins took seventh place on the vault.

The Comets followed that perfor-
mance with a fourth-place finish at the 
Haslett Invitational. Maurer turned in a 
big effort with a first place on the floor, a 
fourth on the beam and an eighth-place 

finish on the vault to place fifth in the 
all-around. Guerrero took fourth on the 
floor and sixth on the beam and the bars 
to finish eighth all-around.

Mullins also placed second on the vault.
Grand Ledge hosts this year’s regional 

tournament on March, 3. The Comets 
travel to St. Johns for the Capital Area 
Activities Conference championships on 
Feb. 17.

Area Girls And Boys Bowling Teams 
Among Best In The State

Area Schools Introduce 
New Football Coaches

Grand Ledge Gymnastics 
Team Continues To Thrive
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Nate Schneider 
Sports Scene

Each year almost 1,500 high 
school and college football coaches 
from around the state make the 
trip to Lansing for Michigan High 
School Football Coaches Clinic.

This year’s coaches get-together 
was the 46th annual and took place 
from Jan. 18-20 at the Lansing 
Center/Radisson Hotel.

Three of the winningest coaches 

in state history were honored in 
John Herrington (Farmington Hills 
Harrison), Al Fracassa (Birming-
ham Brother Rice) and Tom Mach 
(Detroit Catholic Central). 

Keynote speakers included Big 
Ten Conference head coaches Paul 
Chryst (Wisconsin), Kirk Ferentz 
(Iowa) and Mark Dantonio (Mich-
igan State). Other collegiate head 
coaches in attendance included 
Tim Lester (Western Michigan), 
Matt Mitchell (Grand Valley State) 
and Tony Annese (Ferris State).

Among the prep coaches in 
attendance was Coleman’s Chad 
Klopf, who went to the final day of 
the event and took away plenty of 
positives.

“You’re always looking to add 
something,” Klopf said. “This year 
I went in looking to add some-
thing to our run game. You don’t 
always get a lot of things when 
you attend, but you’re trying to get 
one thing. Maybe it’s a wrinkle. 
Maybe it’s a new concept. I think 
we picked that up. We’re not going 

to completely change our offensive 
scheme, but we found something 
that will help us do it better.”

Coleman enjoyed back-to-back 
7-3 playoff seasons in 2013 and ‘14 
before slipping to 1-8 the subse-
quent two years. After improving 
to 3-6 last season, the Comets are 
looking to push forward further 
next fall.

“You always want to go in with 
the mindset of seeking out coaches 
who can provide something that 
can help your team become better,” 
Klopf said. “Or just coaches that 
you haven’t seen for a long while 
and want to catch up with. All of 
that, plus listening to major college 
coaches speak, it’s a fantastic 
experience.”

Area Football Coaches Try To Find 
Winning Formula At Coaches Clinic

The Ithaca boys bowling team, coached by longtime coach 
Wally Schneider is led by a strong group of seniors this season. 

(Submitted photo)

The Grand Ledge girls gymnastics 
team will host the Division 1 

regionals March 3. (Marvin Hall, 
High School Sports Scene photo)

Jacob Weingartz

Matt Peterson

Coleman’s Chad Klopf patrols 
the sidelines during the football 

season for the Comets. 
(Skip Traynor, High School 

Sports Scene photos)
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Nate Schneider 
Sports Scene

Keep an eye out for the Alma High 
School varsity competitive cheer team.

The Panthers are putting together a 
fantastic season, scoring as high as 731.8 in 
a meet this season and currently holding 
first place in the Tri-Valley Conference West 
with 10 points. The final TVC West meet 
was Jan. 24 at St. Charles..

There are 14 girls on the Alma roster with 
senior captains Mara Benitez and Payton 

Sullivan along with a junior captain in Kar-
en Nguyen helping to lead the way. Among 
the other standouts this season have been 
a junior in Cornelia Gotaas and freshman 
Christa Fornusak.

“It’s our goal to finish first in the con-
ference and win our district,” Alma coach 
Laura McCarthy said. “This team definitely 
has the potential to go to the state finals.”

The Panthers have never been to the state 
finals in program history.

Alma will also compete in the All-TVC 
meet February 3 at Frankenmuth.

Butch Harmon 
Sports Scene

Area hockey teams are in the middle of 
another exciting season on the ice. One team 
in particular that has been on a roll this sea-
son is the Flint Powers Catholic squad.

Going into the final week of January Pow-
ers is ranked third in the state in Division 

3. The Chargers picked up a key Saginaw 
Valley Conference win on Jan. 17 when the 
defeated rival Davison 4-3 in a thrilling 
overtime battle at the Polar Palace. Luke Evo 
led Powers with a pair of goals, including the 
winning goal in overtime off an assist from 
Josh Kovach.

The Davison win improved Powers’ record 
to 11-1-2 for the season. Powers’ lone loss 
this season came in mid-January when it 
dropped a 3-2 decision to Orchard Lake St. 
Mary’s, the second-ranked team in the state 
in Division 1. Powers led the game 2-0 in the 
third period before Orchard Lake St. Mary’s 
scored three times, including the game-win-
ner with 22 seconds remaining in the third 
period, to pull out the win.

Sam Lechel led Powers with a pair of goals 
in the game.

Lechel, a senior, and Evo, a junior, have 
led the Chargers in scoring this season. As 
of mid-January, Evo had tallied 13 goals 
and 15 assists while Lechel totaled 16 goals 

and 11 assists. The Powers offense has also 
been boosted by 10 goals and 16 assists from 
senior Cam Conover and 20 assists from 
senior defenseman Josh Warda.

Powers has also received strong play in 
goal from Adam Cantley who has a .912 save 
percentage and a 1.96 goals-against average.

DIVISION 1
The Brighton Bulldogs continue to be one 

of the top teams in Division 1. Brighton is 
ranked No. 3 in the state in Division 1 as of 
mid-January. The Bulldogs have turned in a 
number of strong efforts this season high-
lighted by a 3-2 win against No. 2-ranked 
Orchard Lake St. Mary’s.

Senior forward Adam Conquest is leading 
a balanced attack for Brighton. The Bowling 
Green University commit has totaled 10 
goals and 10 assists through mid-January. 
Senior defenseman Sam Brennan has six 
goals and 12 assists, junior defender Tim 
Erkkila has added three goals and 15 assists 
while senior forward Mathew Kahra has 
scored seven goals with 11 assists.

• Saginaw Heritage is ranked 8th in the 
state in Division 1. The Hawks have posted 
key league victories over both Midland and 
Midland Dow and battled to a 5-5 tie with 
Flint Powers.

Junior forward David Helpap is turning 
in a huge season for the Hawks. Helpap has 
recorded at least one point in every game 
he has played in as of the middle of January. 
Helpap has a total of 12 goals and 18 assists 
including four power-play goals. Junior 

forward Parker Severson is also turning in a 
solid offensive season with 15 goals and 14 
assists while junior Jacob Best has 11 goals 
and 13 assists and sophomore Brady Rap-
puhn has 11 goals and 12 assists.

• The DeWitt/St. Johns hockey team is 
playing some solid hockey in the CAAC. The 
DeWitt/St. Johns co-op is in second place in 
the league behind Jackson.

Junior defenseman Cameron VanTighem 
is one of the catalysts of the team. VanTi-
ghem has eight goals and 14 assists through 
mid-January and turned in a strong effort 
with four assists in a 6-4 win against Holt. 
Junior forwards Derek Hamp (10 goals, 10 
assists) and Cole Fenech (12 goals, 6 assists) 
are also turning in strong seasons. 

DIVISION 2
• Midland Dow is leading the area schools 

in Division 2 this season and were ranked 
8th in the state in Division 2 heading into 
the final week of January.

Senior goalkeeper Jeremy Slasor is having 
a strong season in goal for the Chargers as he 
has a .919 save-percentage and a 1.84 goals-
against average along with a pair of shutouts.

Dow is using a total-team effort to get 
the job done on the offensive end of the ice. 
Junior Joey Johnson leads the team with 19 
points including 12 assists. Fellow junior 
Shane Astrike leads in goals with 10 and 
has 16 points. Senior Brendan Sanders has 
15 points while senior Casey LaRue has 14 
points and sophomore Luke Blasy has 12 
points.

Nate Schneider 
Sports Scene

Okemos girls skiing enjoyed a banner 
year last season, qualifying for the Division 1 
state finals a first time in school history and 
finishing eighth.

Now the Chieftains are hoping to build on 
that success.

But getting a gauge on how Okemos will 
fare on the slopes has not been easy in the 
early going, with a pair of meets already 
called due to a lack of weather and not much 
in the way of results against opponents.

There is plenty of reason to be optimistic, 
however, as head coach Jeff David has a team 
brimming with potential.

“I like this team a lot and am really 
looking forward to seeing what they can 
accomplish this season,” David said. “We just 
haven’t had any consistency with our meets 
yet. Being a ski team in the southern part of 
Michigan, we don’t always get the necessary 
snowfall down here and it’s been an issue this 
winter. So we’re just hoping to get some com-
petitive meets in over the next few weeks.”

Okemos is led by sophomore Mattie 
Hartle, who placed ninth in the giant slalom 

(58.11) and 21st in the slalom (1:18.49) at 
last last year’s state finals. She’ll be joined by 
a promising newcomer that David expects 
“big things from” in freshman Sarra Gugge-
mos.

Both Hartle and Guggemos are both Unit-
ed States Ski & Snowboard Association club 
skiers, which has provided them more expo-

sure to top-notch competition and prepares 
them well for the high school season.

“Last year was a really great year for us,” 
David added. “We gave up three seniors, but 
I’m equally excited for this year. Especially 
having Mattie back and adding Sarra, I think 
we’ll be just as competitive.”

David Cook 
Sports Scene

After placing 13th in at the Division 2 
state swimming and diving finals last season, 
the Midland Dow swim team is gearing up 
for an even loftier finish this season.

The Chargers are off to a strong start 
this season and are up to 8th in the state 
in the Division 2 state rankings. The Dow 
swimmers opened the season by winning 
their own invitational and in the month of 
January added a second-place finish at the 
Grand Rapids Forest Hills Invitational and a 
second-place finish at the Spartan Quad in 
Battle Creek.

Jacob Krzciok, who will be swimming 
in college at Miami University next season, 
is one of the Chargers leading the way. A 
fourth-place finisher in the 100 free at last 
year’s state finals, Krzciok has posted times 
of 21.76 in the 50 free and 47.89 in the 100 
free this season. Krzciok won both the 50 
and 100 free at the Dow invitational and won 

the 100 free and the 200 free at Forest Hills.
Dow has a number of standout perfor-

mances at Forest Hills. Gage Bunker won 
both the 100 butterfly and 500 freestyle while 
Ben Newman won the 100 breaststroke. 
Sophomore Collin Che is also turning in 
a solid season in both the 100 and 200 
freestyle.

• Okemos is ranked among the honor-
able-mention in Division 2. Okemos claimed 
a big league win against Grand Ledge and 
also placed fourth at the East Grand Rapids 
Pioneer Classic. Okemos diver Hunter 
Hollenbeck, who placed eighth in diving at 
the Division 2 state meet last season, is off to 
a fast start this season. Hollenbeck won the 
diving competition at the East Grand Rapids 
meet and placed second at the Jenison 
Invitational.

Alexander Eddy is having a strong season 
in the pool for the Chieftains. Eddy placed 
second in the 200 freestyle at the Spartan 
Quad and took third in the 500 freestyle at 
East Grand Rapids. Kevin Yan claimed first 

place in the 200 IM at the Spartan Quad and 
took second in the 100 breaststroke at the 
same event.

• The Alma swim team is putting together 
a solid campaign. The Panthers are ranked 
9th in the state in Division 3 as of mid-Jan-
uary.

Senior Kyle Lovas, who placed third at 
last year’s Division 3 state meet in the 500 
freestyle, is off to a solid start. Lovas placed 
second in the 100 butterfly and second in the 
200 freestyle at the Midland Dow invitation-

al. 
Junior Brody Ross earned all-state honors 

in both the 100 breaststroke and the 200 IM 
last season. Ross began this season by taking 
second in both the 100 breaststroke and the 
200 IM at Midland.

Jack Lesinger also turned strong swims 
at Midland as he placed fifth in the 100 but-
terfly and sixth in the 100 backstroke while 
Dayton Hedrick took seventh in the 100 free 
and eighth in the 50 free. 

Alma Cheer Has Sights On States Flint Powers Hockey Team 
Putting Together A Banner 
Season In Division 3

Okemos Ski Team Building 
On Last Season’s Success

Area Swimmers 
Putting Up Fast Times

SPORTS SCENE’S EYE ON COMPETITIVE CHEER SPORTS SCENE’S EYE ON HOCKEY

SPORTS SCENE’S EYE ON SWIMMING

SPORTS SCENE’S EYE ON SKIING

The Alma cheer team celebrates after finishing in first 
place in the Tri-Valley Conference West with 10 points. 

The meet was held in St. Charles. (Submitted photo)

Midland Dow’s Jacob Krzciok, who will be swimming in college at Miami 
University next season, was a fourth-place finisher in the 100 free at last year’s 

Division 2 state finals. (Gary Williams, High School Sports Scene photos)

Flint Powers Sam Lechel rushes the puck up the ice during 
last year’s Division 3 finals. (Submitted photo)

Okemos sophomore Mattie Hartle, who placed ninth in the giant slalom a year ago is 
back this season leading the Chieftains. Okemos is hoping to make the state meet for 

the second straight year. (Daniel Tetor, High School Sports Scene photos)
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Cole Kleiver, 
Williamston, Basketball
The senior guard improved his 
scoring average to 30.5 points per 
game as he helped the Hornets to 
wins over Haslett and Fowlerville. 
He tied a school-record with 10 
3-pointers and scored 41 in the 99-
66 victory over Fowlerville.

Zeke Ely, St. Johns, Swimming 
Won 50-meter freestyle (23.57 
seconds) and 500 freestyle (5:09.7) 
plus was part of 200 relay win in 
victory over Swartz Creek. Also 
won 200 freestyle (1:53.27) and 
100 freestyle (51.67) as Redwings 
topped Jackson.

Isabelle Litz, 
Fowlerville/Byron Gymnastics 
The sophomore helped her team 
to a league win against Haslett/
Williamston/Bath and a runner-up 
finish at the East Lansing Invita-
tional earlier this month. She had 
the second-best all-around mark at 
the East Lansing Invitational.

Al McCready, 
Grand Ledge, Basketball 
McCready scored 23 points to help 
the Comets end East Lansing’s 
45-game regular season winning 
streak, then contributed 24 points 
in a triumph over Lansing Eastern. 
He is averaging 23.5 points per 
contest as Grand Ledge is tied atop 
the CAAC Blue standings.

Maddie Beck, 
Clarkston, Basketball
Beck is a senior leader for a 9-2 
Wolves squad as she is compiling 
stats of 14.9 points, 4.9 rebounds, 
3.2 steals and 1.9 assists per game. 
Clarkston has won nine of its 
last 10 after dropping the season 
opener.

Elie Smith, Fowlerville, Basketball
A 6-foot-1 junior small forward, 
Smith is averaging 14.8 points per 
game as well as 6.9 rebounds, 3.0 
steals, 1.5 blocks and 1.1 assists. 
The Gladiators are 8-3 overall 
and 4-1 in conference play after a 
53-23 home triumph over Lansing 
Catholic Central on Jan. 19.

Matt Hoard, Ithaca, Bowling
Finished tied for 22nd at the 
Division 3 state finals as a junior 
last year with a total of 1094 and 
is again one of the leaders for the 
Yellowjackets, which are ranked 
second in the initial rankings 
which came out last week. 

Kemmie Shunk, Alma, Bowling
Shunk is a leader on the top-
ranked girls bowling team in Divi-
sion 3. She totaled a 988 last year 
to place 26th at the state finals. The 
Panthers finished second in the 
team state finals last winter.

Austin Brown, 
Madison Heights, Basketball
After earning All-State Division 
7-8 recognition in football during 
a record-breaking junior season at 
quarterback, Brown has continued 
his stellar play on the hardwood 
as he is averaging 21.6 points 
per game for an Eagles team that 
has downed Clawson 75-46 and 
Center Line 66-63 in their last two 
games.

Carson Vincent, 
Ovid-Elsie, Basketball
Averaging 18.7 points per game 
plus 6.4 rebounds and 2.7 assists 
for a Marauders team that began 
the season with a 7-1 record and 
is a contender in the Tri-Valley 
Conference Central.

Sam Gray,  
Frankenmuth, Basketball
Putting in 15.7 points per game 
along with 5.0 assists, 3.7 steals 
and 3.0 rebounds as an all-around 
senior playmaker for an Eagles 
squad that improved to 9-1 on Jan. 
19 with a 69-36 home victory over 
Birch Run.

Cheyenne McEvans, 
Southfield A&T, Basketball
A versatile 5-foot-10 sophomore 
who can play anywhere from 
point guard and shooting guard 
to small forward, McEvans is 
putting in 16.0 points per contest 
for a Warriors team that is 8-5 and 
3-1 in the OAA Red with three 
straight wins. She also tallies 12.0 
rebounds, 2.8 steals, 1.7 assists and 
1.3 blocks.

Kyle Lovas, Alma, Swimming
Lovas took third in the 500 free-
style (4:44.14) and ninth in the 200 
freestyle (1:44) at the Division 3 
state finals as a junior. He helped 
the Panthers to a 15th-place finish 
and they are team to watch out for 
once again.

AJ Facundo, Davison, Wrestling
Facundo won the 125-pound 
individual state title for the second 
time as a junior last March and 
will again be the favorite this 
winter as he looks to defend his 
crown. He committed to Notre 
Dame College last month. 

Kyle Schaaf, Clare Wrestling
The junior recorded his 100th ca-
reer victory last month and he is a 
top contender to win a Division 3 
state championship after finishing 
third in the 119-pound division 
last year. 

Jasmine Clerkley, Okemos
One of the premier sophomores 
in the state, Clerkley has commit-
ted to Michigan State University. 
Clerkley is turning in a big season 
as she is averaging 16 points and 
12 rebounds per game and has 
helped Okemos to an 8-3 overall 
record and 6-1 league mark.

Hannah Spitzley, 
Pewamo-Westphalia, Basketball 
The sophomore poured in 20 
points as the Pirates stayed unbeat-
en bytopping previously undefeat-
ed Laingsburg by a count of 53-19. 
She was also a key contributor in a 
victory over Dansville.

Mason Wojtusik, Mount Pleasant
The sophomore guard helped the 
Oilers improve to 5-0 on Jan. 12 
as his jumper from the free throw 
line as time expired lifted his 
squad to a 54-52 victory over rival 
Midland. He finished with a game-
high 28 points.

Charles Garrett, 
Bridgeport, Basketball
The senior guard/forward has 
dominated through six games 
this season, guiding his team to 
a 5-1 start. Garrett is putting in 
26 points per contest, shooting 
56 percent from the floor and 
connecting on 4-of-7 from 3-point 
range. He is also hitting a solid 
71 percent at the free throw line. 
Scored his 1,000th career point last 
week.

Ryan Schafer, Beal City, Basketball
Connected on a free throw with 
four seconds remaining to send 
the Aggies (6-2) to a 55-54 victory 
over Baldwin. Schafer, Class C All-
State honorable mention last year, 
is averaging 11 points along with 
nine rebounds and three assists. 

Jeremy Slasor, Midland Dow, 
Hockey
Comes in with a sparkling 1.84 
goals-against average and a .919 
save percentage to post an 8-4 
record, while the Chargers are 10-4 
overall and enjoying a three-game 
winning streak.

Tyler David, Bay City, Hockey
Has racked up 16 goals and 13 
assists in 14 games thus far for the 
Wolves. Bay City is 10-4 overall 
and won a third consecutive game 
with a 7-1 triumph Jan. 17 at 
Mount Pleasant. 

Emily Odykirk, Mount Pleasant, Ski
The senior finished 37th in the 
giant slalom (1:06.58) and 40th in 
the slalom (1:13.96) at the Division 
2 state finals last year. She is 
focused on leading the Oilers back 
to the state finals this winter and 
improving on her times.

Serving Gratiot, Isabella Clinton and Midland counties
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228 E. Saginaw St.
Breckenridge, MI 48615

(989) 481-3165
Tue-Fri 9-5

Sat 9-1We Accept All Major Credit Cards.

Cupcake Creations by Megan
We Specialize In Gourmet Cupcakes and Old Fashion Sugar Cookies!

Jayla Strickland, Big Rapids, Girls 
Basketball
A junior, Strickland has been 
among the top scorers in the 
Central State Activities Associa-
tion Gold Division this year. She 
scored 30 points against Chippewa 
Hills and 27 against Reed City in 
mid-January.
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Cierra Cole, Durand
A senior guard, Cole is one of the 
most versatile players in the area 
and has helped Durand to an 8-3 
overall record and 4-1 league mark 
this season. Cole is averaging 20.9 
points per game along with 6.3 
assists per game and 6.2 steals.

Betsy Cook, Freeland
A senior setter on the Freeland 
volleyball team, Cook recently 
signed with Madonna University 
to continue her volleyball and 
academic career. A four-year 
letterwinner at Freeland, Cook was 
also a three-time, all-conference 
and two-time all-state player. Cook 
finished her career 13th all-time on 
the MHSAA career assist list.

David Helpap, Saginaw Heritage
Helpap has played a key role in 
Heritage’s top-ten ranking in Di-
vision 1 hockey. A junior forward, 
Helpap has scored at least one 
point in every game this season. 
Helpap has totaled 12 goals and 18 
assists in helping the Hawks to a 
10-2-1 record.  

Luke Evo, Flint Powers
A junior forward, Evo has helped 
the Chargers climb to second in 
the state in the Division 3 state 
hockey rankings. Evo recorded a 
hat trick in a win against Chelsea 
and scored a game-winning goal 
in overtime against league-rival 
Davison.  

Curtis Perry, Lakeview, Wrestling
A junior, Perry has a 28-4 record 
with 33 takedowns and 23 pins. 
Perry is a returning state placer. 
He has been wrestling 119 most of 
the season, but has made 112. He 
is looking to make a run at a state 
title this year. 

Gideon Scott, Central Montcalm, 
Boys Basketball
Scott, a junior, is averaging 10.4 
points per game on the season. 
Scott is shooting 53 percent from 
the field this year with 62 percent 
from two-point range and 35 per-
cent from 3-point range. He is also 
averaging 3.6 rebounds, 1.8 assists, 
and 1.2 steals per game.

Hannah Putnam, 
Central Montcalm, 
Girls Basketball
A junior, Putnam is averaging 
13.4 points, and 6.3 rebounds, 2.0 
assists and 3.0 steals per game. 
Putnam has developed her game 
to be both an inside and outside 
threat this season. She is the team 
leader in points and rebounds. 
Central is off to a 13-0 start this 
season.

Breanna Berry, 
Morley Stanwood, Girls Basketball
Berry, a sophomore, scored 13 
points against Holton and has 
been among the top performers 
for Morley Stanwood, a contend-
er in the Central State Activities 
Association Silver Division.

Caleb Pitts, 
Farwell, Boys Basketball
Pitts, a sophomore, has been a key 
spark plug for Farwell this season. 
He had a strong floor game for the 
Eagles in a 57-51 loss to Evart on 
Jan. 15. The Eagles are young with 
five sophomores, including Pitts, 
and continue to improve.

Brighton Miller, 
Cedar Springs, Girls Basketball
Brighton Miller has been doing 
more than just scoring as a 5-foot-
3 junior guard for Cedar Springs 
girls basketball team. Miller is 
averaging 15 points, four rebounds 
and 2.5 assists a game for the Red 
Hawks.

Dakota Greer, Tri County, Wrestling
Greer has a career record 154-5, 
and is a two-time state champ 
at 119. He is  23-1 this year and 
is one of the top wrestlers in the 
Central State Activities Associa-
tion Gold Division. He currently 
has all A’s this semester.

Ryan Saxton, Lakeview, Wrestling
Saxton is a senior with a 22-3 
record, 41 takedowns, 14 pins and 
two technical falls. He is wres-
tling extremely well now and has 
come on strong this season. He’s 
proven to be a tough competitor 
with hopes of placing in the state 
tournament.

St. Johns Dance Team
The St. Johns dance team earned the Grand Champion 
honors at the Grand Rapids Kenowa Hills Invitational.  The 
Redwings also finished in first place in Hip Hop out of 40 
performances at the invite. The St. Johns Middle School 
team also placed first.  

Ryan Schwab, Corunna
Corunna senior Ryan Schwab 
on the diving competition at the 
Greater Genesee County Cham-
pionships. Schwab posted a score 
of 335.60 and is closing in on the 
Corunna school record for an 11-
dive meet. Schwab is coming off a 
season where he qualified for the 
state meet.

Brent Booth, Midland Dow
A state qualifier last year, Booth 
recently won the 150th match of his 
high school career. One of the top 
215-pounders in the state in Di-
vision 1, Booth took first place at 
215 pounds at the Genesee County 
meet earlier this season.

Bray Haynes, 
Chippewa Hills, Wrestling
Haynes, a 125-pounder, netted his 
100th career win during Chippewa 
Hills Hills’ dual meet in Central 
State Activities Association action 
on Jan. 17 in Reed City. He beat 
his opponents from Newaygo and 
Reed City to reach 100.

Haley Jankowski, 
Crossroads, Girls Basketball
Jankowski, also a standout vol-
leyball player, has been a leading 
scorer for the basketball team and 
has also helped the team on the 
rebounding side. She has been 
a leader for a team bidding to 
compete in the West Michigan D 
League.

Jenna Dove, 
Vestaburg, Girls Basketball
Dove is a freshman guard-forward 
who is having an excellent season 
for a ninth grader. She’s averag-
ing seven points, five rebounds, 
three steals and two assists per 
game. She’s led Vestaburg to wins 
over Big Rapids Crossroads and 
Marion.

Farwell Competitive Cheer
After placing seventh in the Division 4 state finals in 2017, 
the Eagles are looking to improve on that finish this winter 
and are currently ranked third by only Hudson and Merrill.

Sport Scene Scene Stealers 
Compiled By Sports Scene Staff
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To Auto-Owners Insurance and your local 
independent agent, being trustworthy means 
that we will be there when you need us most - 
just like we have been for 100 years.

trust •wor• thy
able to be relied on
as honest or truthful.

1
adj.
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L I F E  •  H O M E  •  C A R  •  B U S I N E S S

215 Ross Street 
Beaverton, MI 48612

989.435.7715 

404 N. McEwan 
Clare, MI 48617
989.386.3387

schumacherinsurance.com

SCHUMACHER 
INSURANCE AGENCY

MT. PLEASANT   772-2991 • 1-800-772-5974

KRAPOHL
Serving You 
Since 1950

www.krapohlford.com

The Right Choice
Ford Certified Pre-Owned
Before you hit the road in a Certified Pre-Owned Ford vehicle, 
we put every car, truck, SUV and crossover to the test. Only the 
vehicles that pass our 172-point inspection become Ford 
Certified Pre-Owned (CPO) vehicles.

Why Ford CPO?
· The Ford Certified Pre-Owned Program takes the risk out of 

buying a previously owned vehicle. Driving a Ford CPO vehicle 
means driving with the knowledge and confidence that the 
vehicle you purchased has been thoroughly inspected and 
comes with manufacturer-backed limited-warranty coverage

· Ford cars, SUVs, crossovers and trucks (up to 350-Series) that 
are current or five previous model years and have less than 
80,000 miles can qualify

· 12-month/12,000-miles Co mprehensive Limited Warranty 
Coverage

· 7-year/100,000-mile Powertrain Limited Warranty Coverage
· 172 points of inspection by certified mechanics
· Vehicle History Report
· 24-hour roadside assistance
· A full tank of fuel, fresh oil and filter, and new wiper blades at 

delivery
· Service available at any Ford or Lincoln Dealer in the 50 states 

and Canada

northern report

Flying “Gs” Flying High
Scott Salowich 
Sports Scene

Gladwin girls’ basketball coach 
Emily Cote was looking for a leader 
heading into this season.

Senior guard Brenna Hover was 
a candidate, but not necessarily an 
overwhelming favorite to win the 
job.

“She’d been a good player for 
us, but I saw a sleeping giant in 
her,” Cote said. “When we were 
getting started, I asked her, ‘If not 
you, who? If not now, when?’ This 
is her last go-around for us and 
she’s been the total package. She’s 
quick, she gets to the rim, she has a 
sweet stroke and she’s been great on 
defense.”

The Flying G’s got off to an 8-0 
start in Jack Pine Conference play, 
with none of those wins bigger than 
the first one.

They were trailing Farwell 38-37 
in the final five seconds when Hov-
er got the ball, drove to the Eagles 

3-point line and drilled a triple for 
the win.

“The buzzer went off as the ball 
was flying through the air,” Cote 
said. “Whenever I need a smile, I 
watch that tape. It was beautiful 
and I think it set a high bar, for our 
team and for Brenna personally.

“I ask a lot from our kids and I 
am always on her to improve, but 
I think she’s the best player in our 
league and that play in the first 
game gave her the confidence she 
needed to take that step.”

Hover has been averaging about 
16 points per game in league play. 
Gabby Airbets has been good for 
about 10 a game and Cote is look-
ing for a consistent third option as 
the season comes to a boil.

“Our defense has been pretty 
good, but there are games where 
our offense gets kind of stagnant,” 
Cote said. “I need one more scorer 
every night and that’s what we’re 
working on.”

Gladwin won the Jack Pine 

outright two years ago and shared 
the crown with rival Beaverton last 
season.

Most of the games were close 
the first time through the schedule 
and Cote expects more of the same 
down the stretch.

“I think we’re the best team in the 
league and we definitely don’t want 
to share the trophy with anyone this 
time,” she said, “but the Jack Pine 
is getting better and we’re going to 
have to keep improving if we want 
to get through it unscathed.”

Cote noted that her team caught 
a break when it ran into Beaverton 
on a night when Alicia Aldrich 
--the Jack Pine’s top scorer with 
over 20 points per game --  was out 
of the lineup.

“She’s a strong, solid player who 
has given us a lot of trouble over the 
years,” Cote said. “I expect her to be 
a factor when we play them again.”

Working in Gladwin’s favor when 
it comes to snagging the outright 
crown is the fact that its pursuers 
beat up on each other in the first 
half of the season, as Beaverton, 
Clare, Farwell and Houghton Lake 

all emerged from the first 
eight games with 5-3 re-
cords that left them tied for 
second, three games back.

“That’s a nice lead to 
have in the middle of the 
season,” Core said, “but 
we can’t take anything for 
granted.”

The Flying G’s opened 
the season with an overall 
record of 10-2 with the 
losses to Bay City John 
Glenn and Saginaw Swan 
Valley.

“We schedule tough 
games like that to prepare 
us for the districts,” Cote 
said. “We have to learn 
from our losses and move 
forward. We’ve had a good 
start, but we need to get a 
little tougher and I’m hoping 
games like those help us at the 
end because I’d like to see us 
win a district championship.”

Gladwin was ousted in the 
district finals by Tawas last year and 
has drawn a rematch in the first 
round at the end of February.

“They have a good program and 
it’s going to be a tough game,” Cote 
said, “but we’re hoping to get a little 
revenge this time and I think that, if 
we can get by Tawas, we can go on 
to win the district.”

John Raffel 
Sports Scene

It’s been a fun season so far for 
coach Mitch Bohn and the Sanford 
Meridian boys basketball team.

But the Mustangs are hoping the 
fun has just begun.

They beat Roscommon 67-33 on 
Jan. 19 and have won eight straight 
after a 50-40 loss to Saginaw Her-

itage in early 
December. The 
most dramatic 
win was at 
Beaverton 
on Jan. 4 in a 
42-41 overtime 
triumph.

Bohn is in his 21st season. The 
Mustangs were 19-2 last season.

“I don’t think we’ve reached 
our potential,” he said. “We’re just 
starting to get our entire team back. 
We had three starters out at one 
point. We’re hoping we’ll play at a 
higher level we have right now. But 
we think we’re getting there.”

Four senior starters graduated 
from last season.

“I thought we’d be very good 
because our sixth man was a junior 
and we started a sophomore and 
our JV was 19-1,” Bohn said. “So 
we felt we’d be good. The win over 
Beaverton was especially dramatic 
since it puts the Mustangs on top of 
the Jack Pine Conference standings.

Lucas Lueder is averaging 15 
points per game as the team’s lead-
ing scorer. Gabe Brady is averaging 
10 points a game.

“After those two, it’s pretty even, 
pretty spread out,” Bohn said.

He indicated this year’s team is 
similar to those in the recent past.

“We have willing and able 
passers,” Bohn said. “We have 
shooters. We can share the ball. We 
don’t have to have one go-to guy to 
monopolize the ball.”

Many big games are coming up 
for the Mustangs and Bohn points 
out what he feels will be the key for 
success.

“It will be the ability of our de-
fense to stay focused on forcing the 
opponent to take a bad shot over 
a good one and the ability of the 
offense to get everybody involved,” 
he said.

Meridian Boys Hoops 
Peaking At Right Time

Gladwin’s Brenna Hover works through 
a drill during a recent Flying Gs practice. 

Gladwin was 9-3 prior to press time. 
(Submitted photo)

Mitch Bohn


