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PubLISHEr’S NOTE
It’s another great day 

at High School Sports 
Scene!

I hope you are all win-
ning against your New 
Year’s Resolutions! 

As we get ready to roll 
into the 2017 Michigan 
High School Athletics 
Association finals in 
about a month, I can’t help but to reminisce of the 
past eight years of publishing High School Sports 
Scene. 

Wow, it has been fun!

As a coach, I must applaud all of you coaches 
because it’s a grind every day. Teaching your sport, 
leading your school and pushing your kids to the 
max in hopes of having much success on your play-
ing field. At the end of the day, week, month and sea-
son, it’s not really all about wins and losses, rather it’s 
about the character and improvement of your team 
and the passion the kids have of trying to achieve 
their goals, the competition of everyday life and the 
friendships made through high school athletics, it’s 
priceless!!

Things I foresee this tournament season.

Coach Tom Zelinski takes the Freeland girls to the 
Breslin. Lowell coach RJ Boudro leads the Lowell 
wrestling team to a fourth straight MHSAA state title 
and Nate Etheridge and Chippewa Hills wins their 
first-ever MHSAA Division 3 wrestling title.

Also a big congratulations goes out to former Free-
land standout Tori Jankoska, who recently set Michi-
gan State University’s all-time scoring record in early 
January. It just shows you what a student-athlete can 
accomplish when there is determination, drive and 
a strong-mind and body can do when pushed in the 
right direction. 

Enjoy the rest of the winter sports season players, 
coaches and fans!
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In 25 Years

The Coach’s SonMeet Breckenridge’s Gavin Ostrander
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JANKOSKA CEMENTS LEGACY
JANKOSKA CEMENTS LEGACYFormer FreelandStandout BecomesMichigan State University’sAll-Time Leading Scorer
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Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

After getting a taste of the individual 
state wrestling finals last season, Lakev-
iew sophomore Curtis Perry is looking 
for more this season.

Although unranked at 103 pounds in 
Division 3, Perry is putting together an 
impressive season. Heading into the final 
week of January, Perry has put together a 
24-3 record. Perry has won titles at both 
the St. Louis and Sparta invitationals and 
placed second at Chippewa Hills. 

“My goal is to place at state,” Perry 
said. “I went to state last year but I went 
two and out. It was a good learning expe-
rience and it has helped me this year.”
• At Perry High School, senior Anthony 
Gallagher knows what it’s like to have 
success at the state meet as he won the 
103-pound title in Division 3 last season. 
Gallagher is ranked first in the state 
at 112 pounds this season. So far this 
season Gallagher has won titles at New 
Lothrop, Durand and the Orange and 
Blue Invitational in downriver Detroit. 
Gallagher is not the lone ranked wrestler 

at Perry as sophomore Jacob Porter is 
ranked fourth at 103, junior Jacob Spiess 
is ranked third at 125, senior Ethan 
Orweller is ranked seventh at 152 and 
senior Kolten Lauer is ranked seventh 
at 171. 
 • Shepherd sophomore Trevor Robinson 
is on a mission this season. After placing 
second at the Division 3 state meet at 125 
pounds last season, Robinson has picked 
up where he left off this year. Robinson 
is ranked second in the state in Division 
3 at 130 pounds this season. Robinson 
has won titles at both the New Lothrop 
and Hart invitationals and took second 
at Freeland.
• St. Louis has a number of high-
ly-ranked wrestlers this season. Senior 
Konnor Holton is ranked first at 152 
pounds in Division 4 while junior Jake 
Davis is ranked second at 145. Junior 
Ernie Diaz is ranked third at 189 pounds 
while fellow junior Jayce Keuhnlein is 
ranked fourth at 140 pounds and sopho-
more Isaac Howd is ranked eighth at 135 
pounds.
• Carson City-Crystal is ranked ninth in 
the state in the Division 4 team rankings 

and the Eagles have shown signs that 
they are capable of even more this sea-
son. Carson City defeated 6th-ranked 
Bronson 42-36 earlier this season and 
dropped an eight-point decision to 
fifth-ranked Decatur and a seven-point 
decision to eighth-ranked Lawton. 
The Eagles have a number of wrestlers 
turning in strong seasons led by Nolan 
Datema (103), Jamison Ward (112), 
Daryn Shepler (119), Braxton Seida 
(140), Daniel Smith (171) and Brian 
Yeakey (189).
• While many teams struggle to find a 
good heavyweight, the Corunna Cava-
liers have two standout heavyweights in 
seniors Brandon Blair and Luke Cortez. 
Blair is ranked fourth in the state in 
Division 3 while Cortez is ranked sixth 
in the state at 285. The Cavaliers also 
have four other state-ranked wrestlers 
in sophomore Trevor Briggs (7th, 130), 
senior David Dummond (2nd, 160), 
senior Dylan Briggs (4th, 171) and 
senior Taylor Jackson (9th, 189). Jack 
Thayer is also turning in a solid season 
at 215 pounds.     

Area Wrestlers, Teams 
Gearing Up For Post- 
Season Action In February  

WRESTLING
ROUNDUP

Area wrestlers are preparing for the upcoming state 
tournament as many teams are jockeying for position 
heading into the final month of the season. (High 
School Sports Scene Staff Photos)
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Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

Of all the high school sports, build-
ing a successful wrestling team is one 
of the more difficult projects. Many of 
the most successful teams in the state 
like Lowell, New Lothrop, Davison and 
Dundee have been successful year after 
year, and breaking into that top tier 
takes plenty of patience and hard work.

At Alma, head coach Randy Miniard 
is in his sixth season of coaching the 
Panther wrestling team and six years 
of hard work are beginning to bear the 
fruits of winning. With a 78-4 win over 
Saginaw Swan Valley, Alma won the 
Tri-Valley Central Conference title for 
its first conference wrestling title in 25 
years. 

With the win, Alma improved its 
record to 26-12 overall and 7-0 in the 
TVC.

While the conference title is a mile-
stone to how far the Alma wrestling 
team has come, its performance at the 
Gary Rivers Memorial Invitational in 
mid-January reflected on how compet-
itive the Panthers are. Alma went 1-3 
at the tournament that included many 
of the premier Division 1 and 2 teams 
in the state. Against Davison, the No. 2 
ranked team in the state in Division 1, 
the Panthers dropped a 59-16 decision. 
Against Grand Ledge from the CAAC 
Blue, Alma dropped a 48-21 decision 
and against Hudsonville, from the rug-
ged Ottawa-Kent Red Division, Alma 
fell 43-22. Alma also defeated Byron 
Center, a Division 2 school from the 
Ottawa-Kent Green 52-19. To wrestle 

and compete with such large and suc-
cessful program shows just how much 
improvement the Panthers are making.

Miniard and the Alma program have 
concrete goals in mind for the program 
and have been making steady progress 
at achieving those goals.

“Every year we get together as a 
team and set team and individual goals 
that drive us each day, each practice 
and each meet to get better and strive 
to achieve those goals,” Miniard said. 
“Each year our number-one goal is 
to win the conference, then a district, 
then a regional and ultimately a state 
championship.”

Over the last two years Alma has 
been picking off those goals one by 
one.

“Two years ago we won a district 
title with the leadership of Boyd Hub-
bard, Gabe Wadsworth and Damion 
Castillo,” Miniard said. “It was the 
first district title for Alma wrestling in 
many years.”

This season, the Panthers are taking 
the next step.

“This year has been a different story 
since day one which started after last 
year’s state tournament,” Miniard said. 
“We were going to win a conference 
title and no one was going to get in 
our way. Not Swan Valley who had 
dominated the conference in the past, 
not Shepherd who had surprised us last 
year, not Freeland who is always solid 
and definitely not Chesaning who had 
beaten us three years in a row.”          

John Raffel
Sports Scene

The records speak for themselves.
Alma won a 

TVC Central 
Conference title 
thanks to the 
talents of many 
wrestlers who 
have had strong 
records this 
season. Assistant 
coach Zip Wid-
man pointed this 
out by releas-
ing records of 
various Panther 
performers:

152—Sage 
Gonzales Sr. 
31-2; 145—Kyle 
McCreery Sr. 
23-6; 135—Alex 
Rosas Jr. 26-3; 
285—Gregg 
Simmons Jr. 
22-3; 140—Jaden 
Jerome Jr. 26-7; 189—Travis Hamil-
ton Jr. 18-13; 125—Cole Geister Jr. 
14-10; 160—Trenton Knopf Jr. 11-11; 
103—Jana Torrez So. 14-8; 130—Da-
vid Anderson So. 10-7; 152—Caleb 
Collins So. 6-3; 130—Josh Graham 
So. 8-4; 125—Jarrett Ferman Fr. 29-3; 
135—Justin VanBlaricum Fr.16-9; 
119—Austin Kanine Fr. 11-8; 103—
Terry Wentworth 15-12.

Gonzales put in a lot of work 
during the offseason and it paid off.

“I’ve improved my body and con-
ditioning,” he said.

“We worked pretty hard,” Widman 
said. “We had open mats quite often. 
We knew we were on the upswing. 
We won districts the year before last, 

and we felt the 
conference title 
this season was 
ours to take.”

The Panthers 
were 7-0 in 
duals during the 
conference. The 
close match was 
against Chesan-
ing.

Gonzales led 
the way with 
his record. 
He pointed to 
quickness as the 
key behind his 
success.

“We’re still 
weak in a few 
weight classes,” 
Widman said. 
“But we fill 

every class and currently have five 
freshmen in our starting lineup. We 
only have two seniors in our lineup.”

Gonzales, Widman said, “worked 
hard all summer long. He came to 
open mats and everything. He really 
made a committed effort to push 
himself. He lost in the blood round 
at regionals last year and I think he 
decided that wasn’t going to happen 
again. He’s improved tremendously 
each year. Every year he improved 
and worked at it. He’s a takedown 
guy, he’s tough on his feet.”

Alma Wrestling Team Taking 
Game To Next Level This Season

Gonzales Leads 
Alma Mat Attack
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The Alma wrestling team captured 
its first Tri-Valley Conference Central 
league championship in 25 year’s 
earlier this month. Head coach 
Randy Miniard is in his sixth season 
for the Panthers. (Mike Schutt and 
Julius Widman, High School Sports 
Scene Photos.)

Alma senior Sage Gonzales has lost 
only twice this season and hopes to 

end the year with a trip to the individual 
state finals at the Palace of Auburn 

Hills. (Mike Schutt and Julius Widman, 
High School Sports Scene Photos.)
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Ramblings Butch Harmon

Sports Scene
Ranked second in the state in Division 

2 at the beginning of January, the DeWitt 
wrestling team is poised for a deep team 
state tournament run. The Panthers have 
faced plenty of tough competition this sea-
son and that rugged schedule is sharpen-
ing DeWitt for the team tournament.

DeWitt has posted a number of im-
pressive wins this season including wins 
against Lake Fenton, Brighton, Tecum-
seh and Grand Ledge. The Panthers also 
dropped close duels against St. Johns and 
Mason.

“The season has been going good,” said 
DeWitt coach Bryan Byars. “We’ve hit a 
bit of a rough patch lately but that will just 
help us for the tournament.”

This year’s DeWitt team features a large 
group of underclassmen combined with 
some standout seniors. Seniors Lucas Mc-
Farland (160 pounds), Gabe Larner (171) 
and Nick Brandt (189) are all ranked in the 
top 10 in Division 1. Sophomore Quenten 
Hall (130) and juniors Jackson Severns 
(125), Kilion Southworth (140) and Sam 
York (152) are also state-ranked wrestlers.

“Lucas McFarland, Gabe Larner and 

Nick Brandt have really helped our 
freshmen and sophomores come along,” 
Byars said. “We have a lot of freshmen and 
sophomores on this year’s team and they 
have been coming along nicely. We stress 
the team concept and the guys have been 
doing a great job of coming together as a 
team.”

McFarland, ranked second at 160 
pounds and Larner, ranked third at 171, 
are also primed for big runs in the individ-
ual state tournament.

“Lucas is having a very good season,” 
Byars said. “He is looking real good and 
has only one loss this season. Gabe is also 
wrestling real, real tough this year. He’s 
having a tremendous season.”

In the team tournament, DeWitt is 
heading to the Bath district that also in-
cludes Ionia. A win at the Bath district will 
send the Panthers to the Division 2 region-
al at Mason. The Fowlerville, Charlotte and 
Lansing Eastern districts will also be at the 
Mason regional where DeWitt could face 
off against Mason or Eaton Rapids with a 
trip to the team state finals on the line.

“The post-season is looking good,” Byars 
said. “I like our draw in the district and 
the regional. We just have to make sure 
everyone is healthy and ready to go.”

Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

As quarterback of the Low-
ell football team, David Kruse 
understands the value of leader-
ship. Without any state champions 
returning to the lineup for the 
Lowell wrestling team this winter, 
Kruse has stepped up as one of the 
team leaders for the Red Arrows 
who find themselves atop the 
Division 2 state team rankings and 
the favorite to win a fifth straight 
D2 state title.

Kruse, ranked fourth in the state 
at 189 pounds in Division 2, has 
helped the Red Arrows to some 
impressive wins this season. In late 
January the Red Arrows hosted the 
Gary Rivers Memorial. Lowell dis-
played just how deep and strong of 

a team it has this season with im-
pressive wins over Davison (45-22) 
and Grandville (40-19), two teams 
ranked in the top six in Division 1. 
A week prior the Red Arrows post-
ed wins against Richmond (43-16) 
and Whitehall (55-14), two of the 
top four teams in Division 3.

“We’re looking real good this 
year,” said Kruse. “We have a lot 
of younger kids stepping up who 
are up for the challenge. I think we 
have a great shot at state this year.”

Among the young guys stepping 
up for Lowell are freshman Austin 
Boone who is ranked first in the 
state at 135 pounds and sophomore 
Avry Mutschler who is ranked 
third at 140. The Red Arrows are 
also getting strong efforts from 
seniors Eli Boulton (2nd at 215 
pounds) and Bryce Dempsey (4th 

at 160). Juniors Max Bishop (7th at 
285) and Keigan Yuhas (4th at 171) 
are also turning in big seasons.
• The Rockford wrestling team 
picked up a huge victory in their 
quest for an OK Red Conference 
title when it defeated Grandville 
34-27. Coupled with a 30-28 win 
over Hudsonville earlier in the 
season, Rockford is one dual meet 
away from clinching the confer-
ence dual title. A true team effort 
has been the key to success for the 
Rams who have just two wrestlers 
ranked in the top ten in Division 1. 
Senior Andrew Hansen is ranked 
seventh in the state at 140 pounds, 
while senior Tyler Blave is ninth 
at 189.
• The Greenville girls basketball 
team continues its march to an OK 
White title. Greenville went 4-0 in 

its first four league games and 8-2 
in its first 10 games overall. The 
talented duo of sisters Landon, a 
senior, and Adele Kemp, a sopho-
more points guard, have keyed the 
Yellowjackets. Greenville is also 
getting big efforts from Paige Hal-
lock and senior forward Mallory 
Hinken.

• The Lowell girls basketball team 
is giving Greenville a major chal-
lenge for the OK White title. Led 
by talented sophomores Regan Cox 
and Emily DePew, the Red Arrows 
opened the season with a 3-1 
league mark and 8-2 overall record.    

John Raffel
Sports Scene
Maddie Watters has been working to help 
Rockford’s girls basketball team become a 
competitor in the OK Red Conference this 
season, but she’s also striving to get ready for 
the Division 1 level when she plays at Central 
Michigan University next season.
She’s been on the Miss Basketball watch list, 

and for good reason. Earlier in the season, she 
scored 16 points and had nine rebounds and 
six assists in a win over previously unbeat-
en Hudsonville. She had been averaging 18 
points, 3.8 assists, 3.1 rebounds and 2.6 steals 
per game.
Two seasons ago as a sophomore, she was 
already drawing interest from college coaches.
For the third straight season she was named 
to the Cornerstone Holiday Tournament all 
tourney team.
Jim Johnson, of Belding, a local sports pro-
moter whose daughter Taylor Johnson played 
basketball at Belding and Central Michigan, 
has been among the boosters promoting 
Watters for Miss Basketball. In a promotional 
email for Watters, he wrote the following 
about her involvement in the Special Trea-
sures program:
“Special Treasures was founded by Rockford 
parents Amy Kelley and Cindy Quinn. This 
organization is made up of parents of children 
with special needs. The mission of Special 
Treasures is to enrich the lives of children 
with special needs by providing education, 
resources, and support while giving hope for 
brighter tomorrows. RAMS was organized 
by Rockford resident Tom Carlson with the 

objective of having Rockford student-athletes 
contribute to the betterment of their commu-
nity through charitable functions, volunteer-
ism and the investment of their time in help-
ing others. Just another characteristic of what 
a Miss Basketball candidate should have and 
that is caring for the people and volunteering 
with great causes within their community.” 
Waters has liked her team’s prospects despite 
being at the .500 mark.
“It’s going pretty well,” Watters said. “We’ve 
had a lot of close games. I think we’re starting 
to get the hang of everything.
“We aren’t a tall team so rebounding is a key 
to more wins,” Watters continued. “We’re 
trying to work on defense too, but I think 
rebounding would be one of the bigger factors 
to our success.”
Watters gives her own performance passing 
grades
“I feel I’m doing O.K.,” she said. “I have things 
to work on. I just have to get used to the new 
players on the team. I’m not disappointed on 
how I’m playing. But I can do some things 
better.”
Watters has been more of a point guard this 
season.
“The point guard from last year graduated,” 
Watters continued. “We’re all trying to adjust. 
Our goal is to win a district and I think we 
can do that, and another goal is to win the OK 
Red which is very challenging with Hudson-
ville and East Kentwood. I think it’s possible if 
we keep working hard in practice.”

DeWitt Wrestling Packs Punch; 
Gears Up For Long Run In D2

Kruse, Lowell Gearing Up 
For Long Post Season Runs

Rockford Player Remains 
Miss Basketball Candidate

Lowell’s 
David Kruse

Rockford’s Maddy Watters will play 
her college basketball next season 

at Central Michigan University. 
(Butch Harmon, High School 

Sports Scene Photo)

DeWitt seniors Lucas McFarland (top) and Gabe Larner (below) have 
the Panthers in a prime position to make a run at possible district 

and regional titles during the final month of the season. . (Kim 
Larner, High School Sports Scene Photo)
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Dan Stickradt
Sports Scene

After three lengthy tour-
nament stays from 2008-
2010, the district drought for 
Midland Dow has reached six 
years.

The Chargers have the talent 
this year — if they can escape 
one of the tougher Class A 
districts in the state. Fourth-
ranked Dow began the season 
9-2, the only losses coming 
against No. 3 Saginaw Heritage 
— and that came in an 50-47 
overtime defeat — and to Class 
B top-ranked Birmingham De-
troit Country Day. Every team 

in Dow’s district has winning 
record at the mid-point of the 
season.

Dow and Heritage shared 
the Saginaw Valley League 
North Division crown last sea-
son. The rivals tangle in their 
second SVL contest in early 
February, while they will likely 
meet in a district semifinals 
clash in late February.

Dow lost in the district 
finals the past two years, in-
cluding to Heritage a year ago.

“We have to win out 
between now and then and 
hopefully win the next game 
with Heritage,” said Dow 

coach Kyle Theisen. “To be 
honest, we’re not satisfied with 
the way our last two seasons 
have ended. We shared the 
league, but didn’t play well in 
the districts. I think we can 
make a run (this season). I 
think the winner of our district 
can win a regional. It’s going to 
be a (war). But we can’t have 
any slip-ups between now and 
then.”

Dow reached the Class A 
regional semifinals in both 
2008 and 2009 and lost in the 
state quarterfinals in 2010 be-
fore falling to Dexter. Despite 
talented squads over the past 
six years, Heritage or Midland 
have got the best of the Char-
gers in district play. 

This year’s roster is littered 
with college prospects, as 
5-foot-9 senior guard Ellie 
Taylor, a returning All-State 
player, is headed to St. Louis, 
while 6-2 senior post player 
Kaylee Wasco will play at 
Binghamton (N.Y.). Both are 
headed to Division I schools.

Elsewhere, 5-7 sophomore 
combo guard Molly Davis 
recently verbally committed to 
Central Michigan, giving this 
squad three D-I talents. Davis 
is team’s top ball-handler and 
floor leader.

The talent does not stop 
there, as 5-10 senior forward 
Asjia Blanton, 5-8 sophomore 
guard Maizie Taylor, 6-0 
senior forward Nadia Atton, 

5-10 junior forward Quinn 
McCaffrey and 5-7 sophomore 
guard Paige Messick are also 
in a tight-knit, eight-player 
rotation. 

Atton will play college 
volleyball at Northwood Uni-
versity. Blanton has committed 
to D-III Albion College, and 
Taylor has already had some 
offers from D-II schools.

“We only have eight girls 
on varsity right now, but what 
I like about this group is that 
everyone plays their roles,” 
said Theisen. “We play good 
defense, we communicate, we 
have shooters and we have 
good post play. All eight girls 
contribute. We have talent, not 
just 1-2 girls that lead us. We 
have a lot of players that can 
hurt you.”

The Chargers are a team 
that can compete for champi-
onships. They are scoring 59.9 
points a contest while holding 
the opposition to 41.6 points 
a game. Dow is 2-2 in game’s 
decided by 10 points or less, 
although both losses are to 
teams ranked in the top five in 
the state. 

“We’re right there,” said 
Theisen. “I expect that we’ll 
have two more great games 
against Heritage. We could win 
both the league and district or 
finish second in our league and 
lose in the (district) semifinals. 
It will be close. The team that 
wants it the most (will prevail). 
And the winner of our game 
should see Midland High in 
the district finals — and they 
are a solid team. The winner 
of our district will have to 
earn it.”

Veteran Mason football coach Jerry VanHavel 
stepped down as head football coach at Mason 
High School to accept a position with NCAA 
Division 3 football power Mount Union of Ohio.

VanHavel, who took over as Mason head coach 
in 1991, turned in a career record of 169-88 at Ma-
son. During his tenure as head coach of the Bull-
dogs VanHavel led Mason to the state playoffs 15 
times including a district championship in 2014. 
Last year VanHavel led Mason to a 9-2 record.

VanHavel is taking a part-time recruiting 
position with Mount Union. VanHavel will be 
in charge of recruiting the state of Michigan for 
Mount Union. VanHavel’s son, Jared, is in his 
freshman year at Mount Union and is also a mem-
ber of the football team. 

   

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Konnor Holton is having another 
strong wrestling season, but the St. Louis 
grappler is hoping to wrap it up this 
season with a Division 4 state title. 

Holton recently helped the Sharks 
capture their fifth straight Tri-Valley 

West title during a recent 66-6 victory 
over Ovid-Elsie.

With the win, the Sharks improve 
to 27-3 overall prior to press time, and 
finish a perfect 7-0 in TVC West action. 

Gavin Giles (103), Daniel Davis (112), 
Angel Rojas (119), Austin Rios (125), 
Ryan Downs (130), Isaac Howd (135), 
Jayce Kuehnlein (140), Jake Davis (145), 

Holton (152), Eli Abbott 
(160), Matt King (189), 
Ernie Diaz (215) and 
Braden Hanley (HWT) 
all won on the night for 
the Sharks.

Holton is a returning 
state runner-up. He’s a 
senior at 152 pounds and 

his current record is 29-1.
His only loss is to a wrestler in anoth-

er division.
Second place was Holton’s top state 

finish. Being No. 1 is his top goal this 
year.

Holton said he’s improved “a lot from 
last year. I feel nobody is going to stop 
me from taking him down.’ He said 
timing and precision are among his 
strengths, plus the top position.

Holton is in his 11th year of wrestling 
and he’s improved every season.

He’s focused completely on wres-
tling at St. Louis. Holton said he might 
be wrestling for Olivet College after 
graduating.

Midland Dow Climbing Top 
10 With College-Ready Talent

VanHavel Steps 
Down As Mason’s 
Football Coach

St. Louis Wins Fifth Consecutive League Title

Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

For Howard City Tri-County junior 
Dakota Greer, the key to getting back 
to the top of the podium at the indi-
vidual state wrestling finals may be 
staying away from log splitters.

A state champion at 103 pounds as 
a freshman in Division 3, Greer was 
on course for another run at a state 
championship last season. Ranked 
among the top in the state at 112 
pounds last season, Greer’s season 
came to an abrupt end just before the 
state tournament was about to begin.

“Right before the individual district, 
I cut my thumb on a log splitter and 
missed the rest of the season,” Greer 
said. “I was having a good year. I was 
ranked third going into districts and 

had a couple losses against AJ Fac-
undo (Davison) and Dylan Wilkins 
(Sparta) who were both pretty strong 
wrestlers.”

Healthy this season, Greer is 
picking off where he left off. Greer 
is ranked second in the state at 119 
pounds in Division 3 and has been 
taking down every opponent he’s 
faced. After winning the title at 119 
pounds at the Sparta Invitational, 
Greer improved his record to 30-0 for 
the season.

“It was very, very disappointing 
when I cut my thumb,” Greer said. “I 
missed out on the state tournament 
and it seemed like I fell off the face 
of the earth. This year I’m getting my 
name back. I’d really like another shot 
at a state title this year. That is my 

goal.”
Greer would also like to help his 

Viking teammates make a deep tour-
nament run in the team state tourna-
ment. Tri-County has been ranked in 
the top ten in Division 3 for most of 
the season.

“We have a real solid team this 
year,” Greer said. “We have a good 
team and we can possibly make it to 
state. We have had some injuries that 
we have to overcome but when we 
have our full lineup we’ve been real 
tough this year.”

Staying away from the log splitter is 
also something Greer plans to avoid in 
the next few weeks.

“Yeah, no more splitting wood this 
year,” Greer said.

Dakota Greer Of Tri-County On 
Mission To Return To Victory 
Stand At Wrestling State Finals

St. Louis coach Kevin Kuhn has led his team to 
its fifth consecutive league championship. (Randy 

Miniard, High School Sports Scene Photo)

Tri-County’s Dakota Greer prepares 
to do battle during the recent Sparta 

Invitational. (Butch Harmon, High 
School Sports Scene Photo)

Midland Dow’s Ellie Taylor drives to 
the hoop against Heritage’s Mallory 
McCartney. (Submitted Photo)

Mason’s Jerry VanHavel stepped down 
after coaching the Bulldogs’ football 
team for 29 years. (Alan Holben, High 
School Sports Scene Photo)
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John Raffel
Sports Scene

Alma’s Seeley family continues to 
make a big name for itself in sports.

Maddy plays at Northwood 
University while her sister Kenzie is 
having a huge season as a basketball 
senior for Alma.

Their mom Tracy Seeley is an 
educator and former Hall of Fame 
athlete from Bowling Green.

Dad Paul Seeley played football 
and ran track at Bowling Green. He 
was track athlete of the year and 
pole vault and decathlon champ in 
the MAC. 

Maddy Seeley is having a produc-
tive junior season at Northwood. 
She is averaging 13.5 points and 2.0 
assists per game after 17 contests. 
She’s shooting 33.7 percent in 
3-pointers and 75.9 percent in free 
throws. After 75 games in her career, 
including 45 starts, Maddy is aver-
aging 25.5 minutes per game and is 
shooting 40.7 percent from the floor 
in her career. Her career points per 
game is 11.5.

Northwood is 9-8 after its first 17 
games.

Maddy was a first-team all-state 
player and holds the state record 
with 22 free throws in one game. 
She won the districts her senior year 
and was valedictorian of her class. 
At Northwood, she is majoring in 
finance.

Kenzie has already committed to 
Northwood and will play with her 

sister as a freshman. 
“I think we can win districts and 

compete at our regional,” Kenize 
said.

Kenzie is a 5-foot-6 point guard 
who has earned team Most Valuable 
Player honors two times in her 
career and has also earned All-Tri 
Valley Conference honors three 
times in her career.

She was a member of the Mt. 
Pleasant Morning Sun Dream 
Team, and, like her sister, is also an 
outstanding student. She currently 
maintains a 4.0 GPA.

“We are very excited to have 
Kenzie joining our program,” said 
Jeff Curtis, who is in his 13th season 
as Northwood’s head coach, in a 
statement during the November ear-
ly signing period. “She is a dynamic 
point guard who has a great motor, 
is an excellent defender and can 
score from everywhere. Kenzie will 
be able to help us out immediately 
when she arrives next season.”

Alma coach Scott Apple has been 
utilizing Kenzie’s talents in building 
a 9-3 record so far, which includes 
a 6-2 mark for a second place tie in 
the TVC.

“She’s doing outstanding,” Apple 
said. “She’s a great team leader and 
great defensive player, ball handler 
and does it all for us. She’s a hard 
worker. She has a great attitude. I 
can’t say enough good things for 
her.”

Apple has been the coach Kenzie’s 
junior and senior seasons. He has 

especially been impressed with her scoring and ball 
handling.

“I actually think her defensive play is unreal,” 
Apple said. “We put her on the other team’s best 
player and she pretty much neutralizes them. Our 
conference is pretty tough.”

Several conference players are going to the next 
level, but Seeley is able to do the job against them.

“She’s definitely a great player on the defensive 
end,” Apple said. “She goes against the best players.”

Apple has observed Seeley’s improved play from 
a year ago.

“She scored a lot as a freshman and sophomore,” 
Apple said. “As a freshman, she played with Maddy. 
Teams concentrated on her sister and that left Ken-
zie with a lot of open shots. Her sister graduated, so 
now teams try to take her away because of her speed. 
Now she’s getting two or three girls guarding her. 

She did a great job last year. She was outstanding 
and she’s probably better at reading the open area.”

“Defensively, I like to guard the best players,” 
Kenzie said. “Offensively, I have a good 3-point shot. 
I look for the drive, also.”

Apple didn’t coach Maddy, but was able to watch 
her play.

“Maddy is a little taller and is the No. 2 or 3 player 
while Kenzie is a one,” Apple said. “Kenzie is a lot 
faster, and quicker. She can move.”

“It’s going well this season,” Kenzie said. “I got my 
1,000th point (in January). This year, I’m showing 
better leadership, being a senior.”

Kenzie acknowledged that the sports histories of 
her parents has had a major impact on herself and 
her sister. She’s obviously counting down the days 
when they’ll be teammates again.

Seeley Sisters 
Continue To Get 
Job Done On Court

Serving Gratiot, Isabella Clinton and Midland counties

George Boyle
“SAFE RIDE” Alma, Michigan
boyle_irish@hotmail.com

George’s D.D. Service
Designated Driver

Phone: 989-763-9778
CALL ME ANYTIME

Kenzie and Maddy 
Seeley will be reunited 
for at least one season 

in the fall as the 
younger sister recently 
announced she will be 

attending Northwood 
University to continue 
her basketball career. 

Kenzie and Maddy both 
surpassed the 1,000 

point mark in their high 
school careers. (Skip 

Traynor and Submitted, 
High School Sports 

Scene Photos)

Private showings and  
group rates are available by  

contacting your local  
NCG Cinema  

location or by e-mailing  
Groupshows@NCGmovies.com 

NCG offers 10 regional  
locations including: 

Alma, Auburn, Courtland,    
Coldwater, Grand Blanc, 

Greenville, Owosso  
Lansing, Lapeer & Midland  
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John Raffel
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Damon Brown is coaching a different type of 
girls basketball team at Mount Pleasant Sacred 
Heart.

The Irish were undefeated after their first 11 
games. Most of the wins were lopsided, except 
for a 23-17 win over Carson City-Crystal in a 
defensive struggle.

But it’s a different version of a powerhouse 
team for Brown.

“This year it’s a different perspective offen-
sively and defensively,” Brown said. “Averi Gam-
ble could do a lot for us. Yet, when she’s gone, 
we’re still able to do some things. Our team is 
athletic this year. We’re a little more aggressive. 
The key to our success has been more (effec-
tive) defensive and some aggressiveness on the 
defensive end.”

It’s as much talent, perhaps as the Irish have 
had the past few years, which is quite the com-
plement considering the successes they’ve had 
in the past.

The Irish lost to Pittsford 48-30 in the title 
game last year, two years from having won it in 
2014 with a 56-53 win over Crystal Falls Forest 
Park in the title game. Gamble is now at Central 
Michigan University. She was named the Class 
D Associated Press player of the year in 2015-
16. She scored 1,267 career points and set a 
school record for points in a game with 40. She 
was a four-year letter winner in basketball and 
won three letters in volleyball.

This year, the cast of heroes continues with 
players like Scout Nelson, who had one of her 
best games in early January in a 54-28 win over 
Clare. She had 22 points, five assists and five 
steals in that game. Hadyn Teerwilliger had 16 
points, nine rebounds and five steals while So-
phie Ruggles had 13 points and seven rebounds.

Dan Stickradt
Sports Scene

It was just two years ago when DeWitt made a run 
to the Class A Final Four. The season ended with 
a 51-37 setback to Birmingham Marian in the title 
game. 

The Panthers did so despite being only a Class A 
school for five years — mainly since the basement 
enrollment break off from Class A to Class B has 
dropped well over 100 students in recent years to 881 
or above for Class A.

Regardless, DeWitt is again one of the top teams 
in the state. In the Jan. 27 Associated Press polls, the 
Panthers came in at No. 8 in Class A behind a sterling 
10-1 start.

The defending CAAC Red Division co-champions, 
who finished 19-3 last season and 8-2 in the confer-
ence (shared the title with Haslett), DeWitt did not 
return a large roster. Only Mackenzie Dawes and 
Jessah McManus, a pair of 5-foot-4 senior guards, and 
5-10 junior forward Grace George return from the 
rotation.

Dawes and McManus are returning starters and in 
their third varsity campaigns. George was one of the 
first players off the bench a year ago and has seen a 
significant role as a starter this winter. The Panthers 
are quick with a guard-oriented lineup. 

There are two seniors, four juniors and four sopho-
mores on the roster this season, and the Panthers are 
receiving help from all parts of team, which has led to 
the impressive start for Coach Bill McCullen, who is 
in his 21st season. 

One of the traditionally talent-rich schools from 
the Lansing area in the past decade, DeWitt is not the 
only Lansing area squad in the top 10. East Lansing 
(9-1) is tied for sixth in Class A with Clarkston (11-1)

Near the top of the heap, Saginaw Heritage (11-0) 
and Midland Dow (9-2) are third and fourth, respec-
tively, but with No. 1 Detroit King and defending 
state champion Warren Cousino both losing games in 
recent days, Heritage could leapfrog into the top spot 
soon if the Hawks remain unbeaten. 

Heritage is the only unbeaten Class A school as of 
Jan. 27 receiving points. 
CLASS B

While perennial powerhouse Birmingham Detroit 
Country Day holds fort at No. 1 and last year’s Class 

C state champion, Ypsilanti Arbor Prep, is enjoying 
an undefeated campaign and is ranked second in 
their very first season in Class B, there are several 
local teams enjoying success this season.

Williamston is off to an 11-1 start and holds anchor 
in the No. 3 position. Freeland (No. 6), Bay City John 
Glenn (No. 7)) are also ranked, while Ithaca and 
Frankenmuth are both honorable mention.

Ithaca was a Final Four school in Class C last sea-
son before moving to Class B.  
CLASS C

Only around for four school years, Detroit Edison 
Public School Academy is ranked No. 1 in Class C 
with an unbeaten mark.

Pewamo-Westphalia (10-0) and Flint Hamady (9-
1) are third and fourth, respectively, while Laingsburg 
(9-1) is sixth and Hemlock (10-1) is eighth. Every 
school in the top 10 is either undefeated or has just 
one loss.

In honorable mention, both Byron and Burton 
Bendle are honorable mention.
CLASS D

Pittsford is creating a target on its back, as the 
two-time defending state champions are unleashing 
punishment again with a 12-0 mark and the No. 1 
ranking in Class D.

Mount Pleasant Sacred Heart, last year’s state run-
ner-up, is also unbeaten and ranked second at 11-0.

Elsewhere, Portland St. Patrick has climbed to No. 
4 behind a tough schedule and an 8-2 record, while 
Waterford Our Lady of the Lakes (8-3) is ranked 
seventh in a class where the usual suspects dominate 
the scene. 
MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION 
OF CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS

From the department of downright impressive, 
Midland Calvary Baptist is dominating on all fronts. 

The Kings have won two straight Michigan Asso-
ciation of Christian Schools Division I state titles in 
girls basketball to go along with two straight MACS-I 
girls volleyball titles and two straight in girls soccer.

There are seven seniors on this year’s talented ros-
ter and four are starters for the Kings, who are 10-1 to 
start the season.

Calvary Baptist left to Central Michigan Christian 
Athletic Conference two years ago to go indepen-
dent. Playing a tougher schedule has proved to pay 
dividends for the Kings.

Sacred Heart Girls 
Remain UndefeatedMid-Michigan Teams Dot State Rankings

BASKETBALL ROUNDUP

(Russ Pierce and Skip Traynor, 
High School Sports Scene Photo) 

As of Jan. 28, Mt. Pleasant Sacred 
Heart was ranked No. 2 in the recent 

Class D polls with a perfect 11-0 
record. (Skip Traynor, High School 

Sports Scene Photo)
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David Cook
Sports Scene

STANTON – The last time the Central 
Montcalm girls basketball team won a con-
ference championship, Ronald Reagan was 
the U.S. President, the Internet was still seven 
years away and Michael Jordan was selected 
by the Chicago Bulls in the first round of the 
NBA draft.

It was 1984 when the Central Montcalm 
girls last won a girls basketball title. This sea-
son, at the halfway point, the Hornets found 
themselves near the top spot in the Central 
State Activities Association (CSAA) Gold divi-
sion and won eight of their first 10 games.

With five sophomores on the varsity, it may 
have been easy to overlook the Hornets enter-
ing the season, but plenty of hard work put in 
during the off-season is paying off.

“We’ve been progressing very well,” said 
Central-Montcalm coach Rob Putnam. 
“It started this summer when we tried to 
challenge ourselves more than usual. At 
every camp we went to we tried to play the 
best teams. We played Williamston, the No. 
2-ranked team in Class B and split two games 
with them. We also played Traverse City St. 
Francis and big schools like Pinckney and 
Saline. We tried to play the best competition 
we could find and we did well and more than 
held our own.”

The payoff of the summer challenges began 
to show up early this season when the Hornets 
defeated Greenville and won four of its first 
five league games with the lone loss coming at 
Big Rapids.

Central Montcalm has been getting the job 
done with a total-team effort. 

“Our strong point is our balance,” Putnam 
said. “We don’t have that one superstar, we 
have four girls all averaging around nine 
points per game. Some nights we might have 

someone score 15 or 16 points, but we are a 
balanced, deep team. We also play very good 
defense. The girls work real hard on the defen-
sive end everyone helps with the rebounding.” 
Senior Kenzie Rutz, a third-year varsity player, 
provides valuable senior leadership along with 
averaging 9.1 points and 5.6 rebounds per 
game. 

“Kenzie is our leader,” Putnam said. “She is 
a great leader and the five sophomores on the 
varsity look up to her. She is also a very good 
rebounder.”

Fellow senior Bree Bragington also provides 
veteran leadership.

“Bree is a senior and works hard,” Putnam 
said. “She does the little things that need to 
be done and she does them well. None of her 
numbers pop out and she will do whatever it 
takes to help us win.”

Three of the sophomores comprise the back 
court. Kiara Wernette, the team’s point guard, 
is averaging 9.8 points per game and 2.3 steals.

“Kiara is our best defensive player,” Putnam 
said. “We can put her on anyone and she will 
find a way to contain them.”

Sophomores Libby Ledford and Hannah 
Putnam start at the wing guard spots. Ledford 
is averaging 9.4 points and 3.2 rebounds per 
game. Putnam is adding 8.2 points per game 
and 3.2 steals.

“Libby is a great three-point shooter,” Put-
nam said. “She can shoot it from anywhere.

Hannah is another good three-point shoot-
er. She also keys our defense and has come up 
with a lot of steals.”

Central Montcalm has a big month of Feb-
ruary coming up. On Feb. 17 the Hornets host 
Big Rapids in the school’s “Orange out game” 
to raise funds in the fight against Juvenile 
Diabetes. The Hornets play in a rugged district 
tournament that includes both Alma and 
Ithaca.   

Central Montcalm Girls 
Basketball Team Looking 
To End Title Drought

989-725-2184 • 800-725-2188
www.YoungAutoSales.com

1500 East Main Street 
Owosso,MI 48867

Your Best Deals 
are at Young 
in Owosso!!
Supporting High School 
Athletics For 25 Years

Shiawassee County 
Sports UpdatePresents The

Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

When it comes to playing stingy 
defense, few teams can match the suf-
focating man-to-man defense that the 
Laingsburg girls basketball team plays.

Ranked sixth in the state in Class C 
heading into the final week of January, 
the Wolfpack have been posting some 
impressive numbers on the defen-
sive end of the floor. The Laingsburg 
defense is allowing 23 points per game 
this season. Laingsburg has allowed 
just one team to score more than 30 
points this season and has limited 
three teams to less than 20 points in 
a game.

“This is my fifth year at Laingsburg 
and since I took over, we have worked 
on man-to-man defense from day 
one,” said Laingsburg coach Doug 
Hurst. “Over the last three years our 
defense is pretty well known across 
the area. Our defense is our team 
strength and this year we have been 
doing a very good job on the defensive 
end.”

The team has also been develop-
ing into a more cohesive unit as the 
season progresses.

“I think we are gradually getting 
stronger and stronger,” Hurst said. 
“One of the things we’ve worked on 
is become a basketball team. I told 
the girls for us to have any success we 
would have to become more of a unit, 
a complete team, and we have been 
doing that.”

Leading this year’s team has been 
senior captains Alex Randall, Sophie 
Wilsey and Kenedy Franks.

“We have three returning players 
that played on the team that made it 
to the Breslin two years ago,” Hurst 
said. “Alex, Sophie and Kenedy played 
on that team as sophomores and have 
been doing a good job as our captains 
and leaders.”

Laingsburg is also receiving strong 
efforts from sisters Sophie and Silvia 
Strieff. 

“Both Sophie and Silvia have 
stepped up and are playing well,” 
Hurst said. “We also have multiple 
players on the bench that have been 
stepping up. We don’t have anyone 
averaging over 10 points per game. We 
don’t have that one player that aver-
ages 18, 19 points a game. It’s hard for 
other teams to play against us because 
anyone can score. Anyone can step up 
in any one game and lead the offense.”

Laingsburg’s defense and balanced 
scoring are needed in what is a close 
CMAC race between the Wolfpack, 
Bath and Pewamo-Westphalia. 
Laingsburg suffered its lone loss of the 
season against Pewamo-Westphalia 
and that loss is something the team is 
learning from.

“After the Pewamo-Westphalia loss, 
I talked to the girls about them getting 
together and having a team meeting,” 
Hurst said. “They told me they talked 
about their goals and commitment 
level and since then we’ve been 
playing really well. They learned from 
that loss and are moving forward. We 
take each game one at a time but the 
ultimate goal is to win the conference. 
If we can win a share of the league 
it will be the third year in a row and 
that is something we’ve never done in 
Laingsburg.”   

Laingsburg Girls Basketball 
Team Turning Up The Heat On 
Defensive End Of The Floor

The Laingsburg girls basketball team has 
hovered around the top spot of the Class C 

rankings since the start of the season. 
(Alan Holben, High School Sports Scene Photos)

The Central Montcalm girls basketball 
team is looking to break a 33-year dry spell 

and win a conference championship this 
season. (Submitted Photo)
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Tori,  we are so 
proud of you!

From your friends at 
Looking Pretty Pet

Tori,  we are so 
proud of you!

From your friends at 
Looking Pretty Pet
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Office: (989) 799-7100 Fax: (989) 799-8881

www.allstateagencies.com/LisaJankoska

Tori, we are so proud of you an all of your accomplishments! 
   With love - mom and dad.

Scott Keyes
Sports Scene

Former Freeland standout and current Michigan State 
University senior Tori Jankoska continues to rewrite record 
books wherever she goes. 

Freeland’s All-Time leading scorer: Check
Saginaw County’s All-Time leading scorer: Check
2013 Miss Basketball: Check
Big 10 Champ: Check
Now add two more records to her already impressive 

resume as Jankoska is officially the all-time 
leading scorer in Michigan State women’s bas-
ketball history. Jankoska broke the record with 
a corner 3-pointer at the 6:53 mark of the first 
quarter. That 3 gave her 1,819 career points 
and helped her surpass the record of 1,817 
points set by Aerial Powers last season.

The 5-foot-8 guard scored 31 points in the 
first half to finish with 42 points for the MSU 
women’s basketball single-game scoring record 
to lead the Spartans to a 94-75 Big Ten win 
over Ohio State in early January.

Just another day the office for the Freeland native.
“As soon as the first one went in, there’s kind of a sigh 

of relief,” Jankoska said. “Then you get an easy layup. The 
game kind of kept coming to me.”

True to her character, Jankoska was just as pumped 
about the win.

“Everybody stepped up and did what they needed to do,” 
said Jankoska, who also had seven assists and two steals in 
the victory. “It was one of the most fun games I’ve been a 
part of and not just because I was breaking records. Jenna 
(Allen) was getting rebounds. Branndais (Agee) was a 
maniac at the top of the zone. Branndais was hitting shots, 
everybody was hitting shots. Everybody was doing their 
job. It was just really nice to finally see that.”

MSU Coach Suzy Merchant said it was quite a thing to 

watch.
“I felt like I should’ve bought a ticket to the game. I 

didn’t feel like coaching watching her out there. I’ve seen, 
Aerial (Powers) had some games where she’s had 22 or 
20 plus in the first half but I looked up there and she had 
31. Unbelievable. I wasn’t worried about it because Tori’s 
a tough kid, but I was hoping that she would get to that 
seven sooner rather than later, and I swear I looked out and 
she started the game with eight points. That girl broke the 
record. What a way to do it, you know? In front of a really 
good crowd, on TV, here at home. It was just special. It was 
a special moment for sure.”

The Early Years
It was almost eight years ago that I saw a 

little wide-eyed 13-year-old lighting up gyms 
against older opponents while she was in mid-
dle school. She was even schooling boys at the 
time. Now she has molded her game into one 
of the best all-around student athletes to possi-
bly ever come out of Saginaw County. That is a 
bold statement, but the numbers don’t lie.

After committing to Michigan State a fresh-
man, Jankoska’s game continued to evolve. As 

a junior she led Freeland to the Class B finals before losing 
in the semis. 

Her senior season was one for the record books.
Jankoska was named Michigan’s Miss Basketball in 2013.
Jankoska, who averaged 31 points, five steals and four 

assists this season, finished her career with 2,333 points, 
the most for a girl in Saginaw County history and third-
most for any Saginaw County basketball player, behind 
only Tory Jackson and Mark Macon, both from Buena 
Vista.

“It’s incredible to win this because the other girls are so 
good,” Jankoska said after winning Miss Basketball.

The Miss Basketball vote may have come down to the 
Goodrich-Freeland that saw Jankoska drop 34 points 
against the Martians with Merchant watching in the stands. 

Freeland finished the season 22-2, losing in the 
regional to Flint Powers. Jankoska battled the flu and 
finished with 22 points.

The Falcons reached the quarterfinals during 
Jankoska’s freshman season, won a district her 
sophomore season and lost in the state semifinals her 
junior season.

In Jankoska’s career, the Falcons were 83-16.
She credits Coach Tom Zolinski and Merchant for 

molding her into the player and person she is today.
“Coach Z (Zolinski) was in the stands tonight 

and it was awesome for him to be here,” Jankoska 
said, after breaking the record against 
Ohio State. “I gave him a big hug after 
the game and told him thank you for 
everything.”

Putting Life into Perspective
The daughter of Randy and Lisa, Tori 

has always managed to keep her parents 
on their toes during the past decade as 
basketball became more than an activity 
for the Jankoska family. 

She is the third of four children and the youngest 
sister behind Jessi, 26, and Jenni, 24. Tori is 22, and 
little brother Jake Jankoska is 20. Not to mention 
brother-in-law Will Griffin and nieces Sophia and 
Gabby have also been a part of the recent journey 
with Tori. There will be another niece or nephew in 
the mix in June for the Jankoska family.

Even between the grandkids and her business, 
Lisa continues to travel to as many games as she can, 
while only missing two over the last two seasons. 

Family games are for fun. Winning is fun. There-
fore, when the Jankoskas play, it’s to win. Euchre 
games become so intense that their father Randy, a 
former power-lifter, refuses to play.

Jankoska credits her drive to “the big man up-
stairs” and an early life that included competing with 
her older sisters and with boys.

“There would be some two-on-two games that 
would end in fights,” Tori said. “You’re kind of born 
with that mentality. You want to beat the one in front 
of you. I’ve always been that way.”

However a big dose of reality struck the family last 
June as a horrific ATV accident nearly cost Jenni her 
life.

It was touch and go for Jenni there for a while, but 

after numerous surgeries and the strength of God, 
Jenni battled back from her injuries and made a full 
recovery.

However Jenni, who Tori considers to be more 
than just her older sister, but also her best friend, 
wasn’t able to see Tori break the record in person, but 
she knows she was there with her the entire game.

“Not having Jenni there was hard, but I know she 
was watching,” Tori said. “Jenni is a nurse and was 
working, but for her to come back from what she 
went through I am truly amazed how far she has 
come. This season I came into the year with a new 

perspective and realized you can never 
take things for granted in life. Jenni is 
my big sister. My best friend and I love 
her dearly.”

So, What’s Next
Even after breaking all of the records 

coming out of high school and excelling 
her first couple seasons at MSU, still, 
few expected Jankoska to finish as the 
leading scorer in MSU history or as one 
of the greatest players in the history of 

the Spartans women’s basketball program.
“I can remember her calling me after those first 

practices,” Lisa Jankoska said in a recent interview. 
“She said she could compete, but there’s this other 
girl that’s really good and there’s this other girl 
who can really shoot. She said, ‘Mom, I think I can 
compete.’

“Her dream was to go to Michigan State,” Lisa 
continued. “Everything else that has come after that 
is truly a blessing.”

Jankoska just wanted a chance to play, a chance 
to show that a 5-foot-8 player from Freeland High 
School could prosper in the Big Ten, a chance to 
show that there is more to a player than what can be 
measured by a stop-watch or measuring tape.

“There’s no question she can play in the WNBA,” 
Merchant said. “She can score. She can lead. Her 
basketball IQ is off the charts and why she could be 
ready to take my job.

“Her IQ on the court is so high. She understands 
scouting reports. She understands angles. She under-
stands how to get her shot. She’s more athletic than 
people give her credit for, but it’s her IQ that sets her 
apart. It helps dissipate all those other questions once 
she gets on the court.”

Tori Jankoska Cements 
Her Legacy As A Spartan
Former Freeland Standout Becomes 
MSU’s All-Time Leading Scorer

From Freeland to Michigan State University, Tori Jankoska has left her stamp on the 
record books where ever she has gone. Now she can call herself Michigan State 

University’s all-time leading scorer. She also set the single-game record of 42 in the 
same game she set the all-time mark. (Scott Keyes, High School Sports Scene Photos)

A Place You Can 
Count On - Since 1914

989-781-4590 • www.martincars.com
8800 Gratiot Rd. (W. M-46) • Saginaw

Plus tax title and plate fees, see Martin Chevrolet for details

2013 Chevy Spark

 ONLY $7,990*#PG8455A
GM Certified

2013 Chevy Cruze

 ONLY $8,800*
#N9366A

GM CERTIFIED VEHICLES!
0% For 36 Months

On Select Vehicles

2012 Honda Civic

 ONLY $9,900*#N9275A,
4 Door, Auto

Funeral Homes, Inc.
Lux

In Your Hour of Darkness Let Us Be Your Light

www.luxfuneralhomes.com

Lux-Moody-Wolfel 
Funeral Home

531 N State St.
Alma, MI 48801

Phone: 989-463-8970

Lux and Whiting 
Funeral Chapel

156 W. Saginaw
Breckenridge, MI 48615

Phone: 989-842-3547

Lux and Schnepp 
Funeral Home

521 S. Main St.
Crystal, MI 48818

Phone: 989-235-4212

Dodge 
Funeral Home

404 S. Newton
Middleton, MI 48856
Phone: 989-236-7270

Lux 
Funeral Home

228 W. Center
St. Louis, MI 48880

Phone: 989-681-2982

Lux and Schnepp 
Funeral Home

816 E. Main St.
Carson City, MI 48811
Phone: 989-584-3504

Lux and Schnepp 
Funeral Home

6479 N. Lumberjack Rd.
Riverdale, MI 48877
Phone: 989-833-7352

Funeral Directors
Paul C. Lux
Scott Kilgo

Nicholas P. Lux
Laura E. Krebs

Assistant 
Directors
Carl Cecil

Mike Krebs
Chris Krebs

Scott Allen
225 E. Center St., Ithaca

989-875-2200
sallen@fbinsmi.com

FarmBureauInsurance.com

Your Farm Bureau Insurance 
agent protects your Auto, 
Home, Business, Farm, 
Retirement, Lake Estate®, and more.



Page 20 - January/February 2017 High School Sports Scene - Keeping Kids In The News www.highschoolsportsscence.com www.highschoolsportsscence.com High School Sports Scene - Keeping Kids In The News January/February 2017 Page 21

MIDSTATE SALES AND SERVICE
Outdoor Power Equipment

3251 W. M-21
St. Johns, MI 48879

(989) 224-2711
(800) 582-8152

(989) 224-1781 Fax
midstatesales.net

Rebates up to $300

Clearance sale on all
Lawn Mowers

Carman’s Tree Service

Gary Carman

(989) 330-9782 cell

& Stump Removal

Owner/Operator

8426 N. Wheeler
Wheeler, MI 48662

25yrs. Experienced
Free Estimates

License/Insured
Taking Pride in our Exceptional “Clean up!”

CRIPPEN
MANUFACTURING
COMPANY

Providing Quality Grain Equipment Since 1924!

PHONE 989.681.43234000 WOODSIDE DRIVE
ST LOUIS, MICHIGAN 48880

www.crippenmfg.com

the ultimate choice for portable sound

the best full range pa system - ever

“I love my speaker and could not 
live without it. It has saved my 
voice and has changed my life. We 
don’t just use it for PE, but also for 
assemblies, lunchtime activities, 
and after-school release.”

Suzanne Hansen - Oceanside, CA

For more information on the
Sound Projections line call:

888-291-1288 
www.soundprojections.com

Available Through:

Roth Sound
989-779-8828

www.rothsound.com

• Built-in Shure wireless mics. 
(123-channels - 300’ typical range)

• 6-8 hours of battery life 
(Lithium Iron Phosphate 2000 charging cycles)

• Full Range Biamped system 
(10” speaker and horn)

• 200 Watts of power 
(126db clear volume)

• CD/MP3 player with USB port
• Easily adapts most MP3 players to wireless
• Gym, track, swimming pool, cheer, golf, or aero-

bics; The SM-5 goes anywhere you need to be.

SM-5 Sound Machine

Made in the USA
6-year Warranty

SM-5 only 35 pounds fully loaded

John Raffel
Sports Scene

The Undefeated.
In Freeland basketball, the undefeated 

was appropriate for both girls and boys 
basketball teams through Jan. 26 prior to 
press time.

Tom Zolinski’s girls squad was 11-0. Most 
of the games have been one-sided although 
the close ones score-wise were the first two 
to open the season: 41-33 over Midland and 
49-39 over Bay City Western.

In the recent TVC crossover with Ithaca, 
Freeland hit eight 3-pointers in the first 
quarter and rolled to a 58-35 victory over 
the Yellowjackets. 

The Falcons (11-0) led 27-7 after the 
first quarter, and finished the game with 
12 3-pointers. Eight different players hit a 
3-pointer for Freeland.

Jessica Piper led Freeland with 12 points 
and three 3-pointers, while Jenna Gregory-
had 10 points and four steals. Lily Beyer had 
eight points, while Alyssa Argyle had seven 

points and five steals.
Ithaca’s standout junior Kayla Belles was 

held to just 13 points in the loss. 
Zolinski expected to see a tough battle on 

Jan. 27 when his team had a scheduled home 
game against Frankenmuth.

“It’s been our team balance and experi-
ence,” Zolinski said. “We have two seniors 
in their fourth year on varsity. I have two 
juniors that it’s their third year. That really 
helps out a lot.”

The seniors are Gregory and Piper while 
the juniors are Kaylee Argyle and Olivia 
Farrell.

“Olivia is our top rebounder,” Zolinski 
said. “Jessica and Jenna are both top defend-
ers and are also leading in scoring. Jenna 
is averaging around 10 points a game and 
Jessica is right below that. Jessica, Jenna and 
Kaylee are captains.”

Being undefeated, it would have to be 
considered that Freeland’s girls team has met 
its expectations, Zolinski indicated.

“We’ve really improved on our defense,” 

he said. “As a team, we’re averaging almost 60 
points a game and only giving up 28.”

Along with Frankenmuth, other teams that 
could threaten Freeland’s undefeated mark, 
Zolinski indicated, would be Swan Valley and 
Alma.

Freeland boys coach  Kevin Bourcier’s team 
was 9-0 after a 51-44 victory over Saginaw Val-
ley Lutheran on Jan. 24. There were other var-
ious close wins including 54-47 over Bay City 
John Glenn in the season opener, and 54-48 
over Alma. One of the most lopsided wins for 
Freeland came in a 73-40 verdict over Bullock 
Creek. It featured four players in double figures 
with Drew Bakos at 13, Connor Muscott at 12 
and Zac Anderson and Jayce Bourcier at 11.        

Dan Stickradt
Sports Scene

Even as a young kid, Sam 
Krauss knew basketball was her 
first love.

There was never a doubt in 
her mind.

“Oh no. I knew when I was 
kid that basketball was my fa-
vorite sport,” said Krauss, now a 
senior at Hemlock High School. 
“I have always loved basketball 
ever since I can remember.”

Krauss is one of the top play-
ers to come through Hemlock, 
as the fourth-year varsity player 
ranks in the top 10 in numerous 
career categories in basketball. 

The 5-foot-9 guard is averag-
ing around 16.5 points and 6.0 

rebounds a contest for Coach 
Scott Neumeyer’s 10-2 Huskies, 
who are in second place in the 
Tri-Valley Conference West 
Division behind Ithaca as of 
Jan. 25. 

But the talented floor general 
means more to Hemlock than 
hoops. She is a rare three-sport 
standout who will play college 
basketball at Division II Ferris 
State University.

Last spring, Krauss earned 
All-TVC First Team honors 
as a sure-handed shortstop in 
softball. This past fall on the 
volleyball court, Krauss again 
turned heads as a setter and 
earned first-team all-conference 
honors as well.

Carrying a fine 3.5 GPA, 
Krauss has also shot over 80 

percent from the four line in her 
career and even finished 10th in 
the state in 2016 in the BCAM 
Free Throw Shooting Contest.

“She’s a tremendous athlete. 
We’ll miss her next season,” said 
Neumeyer. “She’s the type of 
player that you wish you had on 
your team every year. She just 
loves being out there.”

Krauss loves playing in a one 
high-school district and loves 
the small town atmosphere at 
Hemlock, a rural farm town 
some dozen miles due west of 
Saginaw. 

“Everybody knows every-
body. I like it that way,” said 
Krauss. “It’s a great little town. I 
love the fact that I’ve grown up 
here. It’s true — it can be like a 
family.” 

That is a big reason why 
Krauss is headed to Ferris State 
to continue playing the sport 
that she loves.

“I love the fact that it’s close 
(less than two hours away) and 
my family can still watch me 
play. I didn’t want to leave Mich-
igan, to be honest,” said Krauss. 
“I also loved the coaching staff 
and the players made me feel 
so welcome. It was like a family 
there, too.”

While Krauss and Co. has 
enjoyed their fair share of wins 
and success over the past 3.5 
years, there’s one thing that 
Krauss wants to bring home to 
Hemlock before she departs: A 
district championship.

“I have never won a league or 
district title. That is something 
that we definitely want to do this 
(school) year,” reminded Krauss. 
“That’s the goal. We want to 
leave our mark.”

Hemlock Star Sam Krauss Finishing 
Strong, Taking Talents To Ferris State

Freeland Boys, Girls 
Continue Stellar Season

1661 Ramblewood Dr.
East Lansing, MI 48823
517-332-5046

www.mhsaa.com

Become a School 
Coach or Game Official

Contact your local high school 
athletic administrator or the 

Michigan High School 
Athletic Association

Both the Freeland girls and boys basketball 
teams were holding down the top spots in 
the TVC Central prior to press time. (Russ 

Piece and Scott Keyes, High School Sports 
Scene Photos)

Hemlock’s Samantha Krauss will play 
her college basketball at Ferris State 
University. (Submitted Photo)



Page 22 - January/February 2017 High School Sports Scene - Keeping Kids In The News www.highschoolsportsscence.com www.highschoolsportsscence.com High School Sports Scene - Keeping Kids In The News January/February 2017 Page 23

Jason Saunders
Sales Professional

9009 Lansing Road
Durand, Michigan 48429

www.graffchevydurand.com

(989) 288-2657
Flint (810) 232-9157
Fax (989) 288-2347
jsaunders@hankgraff.com

(989) 875-8484

Custom Screen Printing • Custom In Store Embroidery
Team Uniforms • Trophies • Business Apparel • Workwear • Varsity Jackets

1221 Salzburg
Bay City, MI 48706
989-391-9684

2900 Universal Dr.
Saginaw, MI 48603 
989-781-2991

www.sandlotsports301.com

NOW FEATURING ONLINE TEAM ORDERING
sandlotsports301.com/custom-online-store

5605 State St.
Saginaw. MI 48603
989-791-5900www.shredexperts.com • 989.752.4200 office

1595 Champagne Dr. South  
Saginaw, MI 48604

Proud 
Supporters 
Of Our Area 

Athletes

Dan Stickradt
Sports Scene

The more things change, the more they stay the same.
The personnel has switched slightly each year, but Sag-

inaw Heritage is once again one of the top girls basketball 
programs in the state in 2016-17.

Heritage is currently ranked third in the Class A in the 
Jan. 24 Associated Press polls. The Hawks hit the mid-
point of the season unscathed at 12-0, including 8-0 in the 
Saginaw Valley League North Division — one game ahead 
of Midland Dow. 

“Every year is a little different,” said Heritage coach 
Yvonne DeLong, who has coaches multiple schools to 
success in Michigan. “Last year we had a 6-4 girl and a lot 
of height and depth. This year we are not as tall — we do 
have some decent height. And we are not as deep. But the 
chemistry is there. We have different girls stepping up to 
lead us.”

Saginaw Heritage finished as the state runner-up in 2001 
and the state finals in 2002. The Hawks have enjoyed plenty 
of success in recent years as well. 

Heritage reached the state quarterfinals in 2013 before 
falling to Dexter by a point (34-33). In 2014, the Hawks 
were upended in the district finals by Midland.

In 2015, Heritage made another lengthy run in the post-
season with a third appearance in the Final Four, falling to 
DeWitt (44-36). Last season, the Hawks were upset in the 
regional finals by St. Johns (46-43).

The Hawks took a minor hit when 6-1 junior forward 
Jaela Richardson moved to the Denver, Colorado, area, last 
summer, which hurt Heritage’s depth.

The team has only 10 players on varsity this season with 
a seven-player rotation in close games. Most have been 
blowouts.

Sophomore Moira Joiner, a 5-9 guard, has shown to be a 
game-changer, while junior Jessi Bicknell (5-9) and sopho-
more Mallory McCartney (5-7) are fine complements in a 
talented three-guard backcourt. Senior Courtney McIn-
erney and sophomore Shine Strickland-Gills are a pair of 
interchangeable 6-1 post players that can rebound, score on 
the low block and block shots with regularity. 

Off the bench, senior guard/forward Haley Brefka (5-6) 
and freshman point guard Lauren Reed (5-4) provide im-
mediate depth for a very talented squad.

“One of the goals is to try to win our division in the 

(SVL),” said Delong. “We’re in first place right now. But we 
have some tough games coming up. We have another game 
against (Midland) Dow coming up in a few weeks and we 
beat them in overtime.”

Heritage is beating teams by nearly 20 points an outing 
this season. The Hawks are averaging 49.5 points a game, 
yielding just 28.3 points defensively and even has a 57-point 
win to their credit this season.

The only two close games came against Solon (Ohio) 
High (38-35) and Midland Dow (50-47), a team ranked 
fourth in the state.

Heritage started 8-0 in conference play, one game ahead 
of Midland Dow. The two shared the crown last season.

“I think if we can win our district, we can make a run,” 
said Delong. “But it won’t be easy because our district is so 
tough. There are no weak teams in our district. We would 
likely have to beat Dow just to reach the district finals. We 
open with Mt. Pleasant and they are solid. Midland is in 
our district and they are solid. As long as we stay healthy 
and if we can win our district, we have the talent to go a 
ways. But we have to keep playing the same way we have 
been playing — keep working hard and stay away from 
injuries.”

Saginaw Heritage Remains 
Contender In Class A

Jared Robert
Sports Scene

Thanks to some stingy defense 
this season, the Pewamo-Westpha-
lia girls basketball team has found 
itself battling Laingsburg and Bath 
for the top spot in the rugged Cen-
tral Michigan Athletic Conference 
(CMAC).

Defense has been key for the 
Pirates so far this season. Pewa-
mo-Westphalia opened the season 
with 10 wins in its first 11 games. 
Through those first 11 games the 
Pirates allowed only one team to 
score more than 31 points on their 
defense while holding five points to 
less than 20 points.

“Our biggest strength this year 
has been our ability to turn oppo-
nents over,” said Pewamo-West-

phalia coach Steve Eklund. “We 
are forcing 28 turnovers per game 
through our first 10 games. That 
creates a lot of extra possessions 
for us and has often resulted in 
advantage breaks that we have 
converted.”

The Pirates have also turned 
up the heat with their half-court 
defense.

“Our biggest area of improve-
ment so far has been on the 
defensive end of the ball in the 
half-court,” Eklund said. “We made 
some philosophical adjustments 
over the long Christmas break and 
so far we are very pleased with the 
results. We still need to be more 
disciplined on this side of the 
ball but we’re headed in the right 
direction.  Half-court defense is 
so important in March, as there 

are simply 
teams that can be 
incredibly difficult 
to press as the 
competition gets 
better. We have 
to be able to play 
multiple styles.”

Pewamo-West-
phalia is also 
becoming more 
consistent each 
game out.

“We’re starting 
to play more con-
sistent basketball on 
a nightly basis,” Eklund said. “And 
players are getting more comfort-
able in their roles.”

On the offensive side of the 
floor, Emily Spitzley leads the 
Pirates in scoring at 12 points 

per game and Ellie Droste is at 10 
points per game.

“Both girls are very good 
three-point shooters, but far 
from one-dimensional,” Eklund 
said. “Most nights we have a very 
balanced attack. Often playing 

a 10-player rotation takes away 
from some of the big numbers you 
might see from a 9-1 team but the 
kids are really selfless and don’t 
care who leads the way as the long 
as the scoreboard is in our favor at 
the end of the night.”

Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

With the boys basketball season 
near the midway point, the Pewa-
mo-Westphalia boys basketball 
team has found itself in a familiar 
place: at the top of the Central 
Michigan Athletic Conference 
(CMAC) standings.

Despite graduating a pair of 
all-conference players from a 
team that reached the region-
al finals last season, the Pirates 
are off and running this season. 
Pewamo-Westphalia opened the 
season with eight straight wins and 
opened up a two-game lead in the 
CMAC heading into the final week 
of January.

“We’re progressing well,” said 
Pewamo-Westphalia coach Luke 
Pohl. “So far we are staying healthy 

and have not had any injuries. We 
can put five guys on the floor that 
can shoot the three and pass the 
ball well. We also play pretty good 
defense and make people earn 
what they get.”

Pewamo-Westphalia’s starting 
lineup is comprised of a pair of 
seniors and three juniors. Seniors 
Ryan Smith and Logan Henges-
bach bring plenty of experience 
to the lineup and have started 
the season strong. Junior forward 
Jimmy Lehman (6-foot-4) has also 
been playing strong this season 
and is joined in the starting lineup 
by fellow juniors Bryce Thelen and 
Garrett Trieweiler.

The blend of potent offense and 
stingy defense makes the Pirates a 
tough team to face. In its first eight 
games, the Pirates held all but two 
opponents to less than 40 points 

while offensively 
the Pirates scored 
60 or more points 
in six of the first 
eight games.

Pewamo-West-
phalia also has a 
number of young 
players gaining 
experience.

“Our subs are 
getting better 
and better every 
week,” Pohl said. 
“All of them are 
underclassmen. 
Andre Smith is a 
6-3 sophomore who 
is giving us a lot of 
good minutes. Coy Simon is a 6-5 
junior that has improved a lot.”

The Pirates finished with a 23-3 
record last season on their way 

to the regional finals and another 
strong tournament run is possible.

“We’re hoping to win our league 
and make a good, long run in the 

tournament,” Pohl said. “We are 
not even to the halfway point of 
the season yet so there is a lot of 
basketball left to play.”

Defense Key To Strong Start 
For Pewamo- Westphalia 
Girls Basketball Team

Pewamo-Westphalia Boys Off 
To A Strong Start In The Central 
Michigan Athletic Conference

Left: Heritage senior Courtney McInerney pulls up for 
a jump shot during a game earlier this season. Right: 
Sophomore Mallory McCartney has played a key role 
in Heritage’s success thus far this season. (Scott 
Keyes, High School Sports Scene Photos)

The Pewamo-Westphalia boys and girls basketball teams are 
peaking at the right time heading into the final month of the season. 

(Photo Courtsey of Nobach Creative)

(Photo Courtsey of Nobach Creative)
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Scott Keyes
Sports Scene
(Breckenridge boys basketball coach Jeff Ostrander 
added his firsthand experience to this article)

When I was 9, my baseball team stank. As if 
our hitting and fielding weren’t pitiful enough, our 
baby-blue uniforms carried the name of the local 
mental hospital. One afternoon, our coach tried to 
light a fire under us with a post-practice pep talk. 
“If you loaf,” he announced, “I’m going to put you 
in center field and bat you ninth.” 

At the next game, I was in 
center field and batting ninth. 
Me, Mr. Perfect Attendance. 
And who gotten the glory 
of standing on the pitcher’s 
mound? The coach’s son.

I hated the coach’s son. 
Hated, hated, hated the coach’s 
son. This kid, who sucked just 
as much as the rest of us, got to 
pitch just because his dad got 
the afternoons off? It wasn’t 
just that one year. The coaches’ 
sons got picked for every all-
star traveling team. I stayed 
home, threw the ball against 
the garage door, and cursed 
Little League for not having 
any nepotism laws.

But as you come to realize 
being the coach’s son is not all 
it’s cracked up to be.

It’s the coach’s son who 
allows a community to come 
together as one.

It’s the coach’s son who pulls everyone together 
in a time of need.

Sometimes the coach’s son gets a bad wrap 
because he is the coach’s son.

But in Breckenridge, the coach’s son is a reality. 
High School Sports Scene caught up with Breck-

enridge Head Varsity Coach Jeff Ostrander, and 
here is his and his son Gavin’s story. 

As with every small town, it takes a lot of 
volunteers to make the extra stuff happen. Jeff has 
been very involved with his community, and when 
his kids started school, that involvement shifted to 
school related activities. Jeff has coached every-

thing from football to baseball and even odyssey of 
the mind. Whatever his kids were interested in, he 
helped out.

Basketball has always been a sport he really 
liked. Jeff started teaching his kids how to play 
at an early age and he spent many hours playing 
“HORSE” in the driveway. His son Gavin caught 
on quickly and became a really good shooter at a 
young age. When it came time for youth basketball 
signup, he was the first in line and Jeff was asked to 
help out. When travel ball started in fifth grade Jeff 
volunteered to coach. Now, he has helped out with 

everything else over the years 
so this seemed like a simple 
step in that same direction. 
Little did Jeff know at the time 
that it would take both he and 
Gavin down a very bittersweet 
road. 

“Any time a parent and 
a child can do something 
together that they both have 
a great interest in it’s a very 
special thing,” Jeff said.

“But I’m here to warn 
you that coaching your kid 
in sports is a road that you 
better prepare yourself before 
traveling down it. The truth is I 
wouldn’t change a thing, but if 
I knew then what I know now. 
I don’t think I would do it the 
same way.

“The perception with the 
other players, parents and pub-
lic is the coach is favoring his 

kid in reality you tend to hold your child to a much 
tougher standard,” he continued. “The expectations 
become unachievable at times and the praise is 
few and far between so no one thinks that there 
is favoritism. This becomes the rule and it is very 
unfair to the kid.”

Once Gavin reached high school, he was 
prepared to start playing that level of ball. He had 
been on many school travel teams and played a 
lot of AAU ball as well. He came out gunning and 
his first and only freshmen team game he had 
26 points and 12 assist. From then on he was a 
starter on Junior Varsity. Jeff was still helping with 
different teams he played on and he was coaching 
his daughter’s travel teams. Jeff helped out as an 

assistant coach with JV girls, but as his daughter’s interest 
changed he changed his focus to working with Gavin.

In the fall of Gavin’s sophomore year, the varsity boys’ 
basketball coaching job was posted, and Jeff threw his name 
in the hat. Again this is a move that Jeff said would live to 
regret.

“Don’t get me wrong, I love it and I am honored that 
Breckenridge Community Schools gives me the opportu-
nity to represent my alma mater as the head varsity coach,” 
he said. “But this is where things really got tough for Gavin 
and me”. Gavin was one of the top players in the school, 
and by this point he was practicing hundreds of shots per 
day. He would spend hours in the driveway, the Alma 
College rec center, Morey Courts and anytime someone 
would open the high school gym, he was there. But that’s 
not enough when you’re the coach’s kid. You see, no matter 
how much he could prove his worth, some would still say 
the only reason he made the varsity squad was because Jeff 
was his dad.

The senior-heavy team was reluctant to buy into the new 
program at first, but the season went pretty well all things 
considered. They were a very athletic bunch of guys and 
they were all pretty good basketball players. As the season 
progressed and the two sophomores became scoring lead-
ers, they realized that athleticism doesn’t necessarily equate 
to great basketball skill sets; you could tell which players 
put in the extra time. Watching the games it should have 
been clear that Gavin earned a spot, but that coach’s kid 
thing seamed to always be looming overhead.

By his junior year, Jeff considered resigning so Gavin 
could stand on his own and remove the coach/kid pre-
sumption. Gavin and Jeff talked about the pros and cons 
and they decided to roll with it fearing that two coaching 
changes in two years would only end in disaster to the 
program. Breckenridge had a really good team with a not 
so good record 6-14. The team lost eight games by three 
points or less and it was a struggle and a disappointment.

Heading into this season, Jeff decided that they were far 
past the point of no return and he had to continue. They 
had been through the ringer enough already so why not 
keep going. “By now I was getting a lot of support from the 
school administration and our athletic director, and I was 
receiving some good feedback from the younger player’s 
parents,” said Jeff. Gavin was averaging about 30 hours a 
week in the gym and it was obvious to his peers that he 
has worked for his spot. Breckenridge jumped out to a 7-1 
start and they knew that what they had done for all of those 
years is finally paying off. “I don’t know where the rest of 
this season will go and I don’t know if Gavin will play his 
favorite sport beyond high school,” he added. But Jeff does 
know that whatever happens Gavin has done it on his own 
and he is very proud of him.

The Coach’s Kid
Breckenridge’s Gavin Ostrander 
Excels Under Dad’s Guidance

Breckenridge’s boys basketball coach Jeff 
Ostrander provided insight into what has it been like 

to coach his son Gavin over the last three years in 
a recent conversation with Sports Scene. Ostrander 

shared his first person experience in the matter. 
(Scott Keyes, High School Sports Scene Photos)
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Thanks to a total team effort, the 
Hemlock boys basketball team is hanging 
tough in the Tri-Valley Conference West 
Division. At the midpoint of the season, 
the Huskies were in a tie for second in the 
TVC West with a 5-1 league record.

Contributions from players up and 
down the roster have gone into Hemlock’s 
success. Versatile senior Gabe Kanouse 
has been one of the team leaders for the 
Huskies. Kanouse has been Hemlock’s 
leading scorers this season with high-
point games of 19 points and 16 points 
twice.

Dawson Murphy has also turned in a 
number of strong games for the Huskies. 

Murphy scored 14 points against Ovid-El-
sie and had 10 points, five rebounds and 
four assists in a win against St. Charles. 
Murphy also provides the team with a 
three-point shooting threat.

Senior guard Ryan Bray is another key 
contributor. Bray scored a season-high 20 
points against St. Charles and also turned 
in a double-double with 19 points and 11 
rebounds against Breckenridge. 

Senior Jacob Beckrow (6-foot-3) has 
given Hemlock strong play in the post 
and has been one of the team’s leading 
rebounders. Junior Luke Liebrock is 
another Huskie who has given the team 
solid play this season.

John Raffel
Sports Scene

An impressive Mid-State Activi-
ties Conference victory over previ-
ously undefeated Breckenridge, 
56-41 in mid-January for Carson 
City-Crystal has the Eagles think-
ing seriously of boys basketball 
title contention.

Coach Cory Schneider’s team is 
off to a 6-3 start.

“It’s going pretty good, I think 
we’re starting to put everything 
together,” he said. “Our only 
losses have been to nonconference 
(Fowler, Ithaca and Fulton) teams. 

I think we learned from those.”
Kaleb Barrett is leading the 

team in scoring with 16 points a 
game. Drew Stout is the top re-
bounder with six boards per game.

“He’s had good year so far,” 
Schneider said. “He had an injury 
early but he came back from that 
strong. He broke his pinky in 
practice and had to sit out a few 
games but he’s come back in stride 
after the injury and has played 
well.”

When it comes to rebounding, 
“Stout has been aggressive. He’s 
done a good job blocking shots 

and getting rebounds,” Schneider 
said.

Getting defensive rebounds 
has been an effective aspect of the 
CC-Crystal attack “and stopping 
the other team,” Schneider said. 
“That’s a strength we’ve been 
focusing on, limiting the other 
team’s good shots and good pos-
sessions.”

Team goals for Carson 
City-Crystal are tied in with the 
league and district championships, 
Schneider said, “and then we’ll see 
where it goes from there.”

                                   

Scott Keyes
Sports Scene

Bridgeport has used two convincing 
TVC crossover wins over Ithaca and 
Freeland to end the first half of the sea-
son a perfect 10-0.

Now the question remains, can the 
Bearcats keep the momentum going for 
the remainder of the season and into the 
playoffs?

With the 1-2 combination of the 
Garrett brothers, Charles and Markele, 
Bridgeport coach Eugene Seals remains 
highly optimistic entering the second of 
the season.

“One is a slasher and the other is a 
shooter, and when they are both on we 

are extremely hard to beat,” Seals said 
referring to the Garrett brothers after 
the Bearcats 73-59 victory over Ithaca 
January 20.

Charles Garrett, a junior torched 
Ithaca for 41 points, 20 on free throws. 
Charles Garrett was 20 of 26 from the 
line. The Ithaca team was 10 of 21.

Meanwhile, Markele Garrett hit two 
3-pointers, leading to a 13-0 run in the 
final 1:08 of the game to earn a mislead-
ing victory.

“A 3-pointer is a layup for Markele,” 
Seals said. “Nobody is allowed at 
that point to take an outside shot but 
Markele. Those are the options.”

Ithaca coach Jim Thompson was im-
pressed with the effort of the Yellowjack-

ets even in defeat.
“It was an incredible effort ... we went 

toe-to-toe with an outstanding team for 
30 minutes, but we needed 32,” Thomp-
son said. “It’s a Tri-Valley crossover ... 
that’s what you want. If you can get into 
the crossover against a Bridgeport, a 
Frankenmuth, a Freeland, then you’ve 
done what you’ve wanted to do.”

Markele Garrett finished with 21 
points, including six 3-pointers. Markele 
Garrett hit three 3-pointers in the first 
quarter to help give the Bearcats a 17-16 
lead after one quarter.

Isaiah Hoag finished with 19 points 
to lead Ithaca. Lehman finished with 
18 points and 17 rebounds, while Joey 
Bentley scored 10.

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Demetri Martin is gaining a lot of attention 
from college coaches as the all-state candidate 
tries to gear his Big Rapids boys basketball 
team to another long post-season run.

One of Martin’s best nights was when he 
exploded for 35 points and led the Cardinals 
(6-0, 4-0) to an 86-58 Central State Activities 
Association boys basketball Gold Division 
victory over the Hornets (2-5, 1-3).

“I think I had 36 my sophomore year 
against Alma,” Martin said.

Big Rapids pulled away in the second half.
“We had a little bit of a pep talk in the 

locker room at halftime,” Martin said. “We 
came out really flat. We had to pick up the 
intensity.”

“Martin is the best player in our league in 
the last 10 years,” Central coach Dan Basom 
said. “You have to give him credit. He made 

some tough shots. We played a nice first half 
but backed down a little bit. I thought they 
came out with more energy and we didn’t 
match that in the second half.”

Martin is hoping to help the Cardinals 
make it as far as they did last season when 
they went to the Class B state semifinals at 
the Breslin Center. “We need to improve on 
coming out and playing hard,” Martin said. 
“We can’t come out and play flat.”

The Cardinals may not have as much 
starting depth as they did a year ago. They’re 
a strong three on offense with Martin, 
senior Christian Hector and junior Braeden 
Childress. The two other starters have been 
sophomores Jackob Martinson and Dorian 
Martin, Demetri’s younger brother.

It’s common to make comparisons with 
brothers, but Dorian himself has noticed 
some similarities and contrasts.

“We’re different,” Dorian said. “He can 
shoot, he can dribble; he can do everything. I 
take it to the hole and pass the ball.”

Kent Ingles, who has coached high 
school basketball for more than 40 years at 
Greenville and now Big Rapids “absolutely,” 
believes in Martin’s potential to play college 
basketball. He’s gotten offers from Rochester 
College and is being touted by Division II 
schools including hometown Ferris. Ingles 
acknowledged that Division I might not be an 
immediate possibility for academic reasons.

“There were three or four (college coaches) 
here tonight,” Ingles said after a recent game. 
“He’s immediately eligible for D II. He could 
play D I. He just wants to play. A lot of people 
want to redshirt kids. But he’s not a redshirt 
kid. He wants to play right away.”

Martin played a key role in Big Rapids’ run 
to the state semifinals last season, but has 
impressed Ingles even more this year.

“The thing about Demetri at the next level 
is he can play three different positions for 
you,” Ingles said. “He can the play the one, 
the two or three. He can play forward. He’s a 
complete player.”

Hemlock Boys Basketball 
Hanging Tough In TVC West

Carson City-Crystal Basketball 
Team Making Some Noise

Bridgeport’s Garrett Brothers 
Have Bearcats Believing

All-State Candidate Demetri Martin 
Giving Big Rapid Major Boost

Like 
Us On

The Carson-City Boys basketball team is peaking at the 
right time as the state tournament gets underway in six 
weeks. The Eagles expect to be a tough out against any 
team during tournament time. (Submitted Photo)

Hemlock senior Gabe Kanouse has 
provided an offensive spark to the 
Huskies this season. (Randy Miniard, 
High School Sports Scene Photo)

Bridgeport’s Charles Garrett dropped 
41 points in a recent 73-59 victory 
over Ithaca. (Scott Keyes, High School 
Sports Scene Photo)

Demetri Martin is considered one of 
the top players in Class B this season. 
(Submitted Photo)
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Scott Keyes
Sports Scene

For as long as I can remember, Brian “Tugs” 
Bowen has been referred to as “The Next Big 
Thing” to come out of the city of Saginaw.

That’s a lot of pressure to put on a person at 
such a young age, but Bowen relishes the pressure. 
Pressure drives this young man, and anyone will 
tell you he has ice water in his veins. It’s those kind 
of take no-prisoner attributes that have made him 
into a top 15 player in the country for the Class of 
2017.

A five-star player out of Saginaw Arthur Hill, 
Bowen moved to national basketball power La 
Lumiere High School in La Porte, Indiana, last 
season. Not only did he help lead La Lumiere to a 
No. 1 ranking in the country, but academically he 
is attending one of the most prolific prep schools in 
the country.

It just so happens that La Lumiere is also a giant 
stepping stone into the college ranks for Bowen. 

He chose La Lumiere, close to Michigan City, 
after visiting prep schools in California, Georgia, 
Illinois and Florida, and joins a team that is one of 
the nation’s best, with several high-profile recruits 
and a school that ranks among the nation’s elite in 
terms of ACT scores and acceptance into high-level 
academic universities.

So yes, Bowen moved onto greener pastures via 
the prep school route. He is among a lot of recent 
elite talent from Michigan who have left the state to 
pursue prep school dreams, which turn into college 
dreams and possibly the NBA.

Earlier this month, Bowen along with 23 other 
top basketball players from around the coun-
try were selected to the prestigious McDonald’s 
All-American game to be played in March.

Bowen was the only athlete selected to have 
Michigan ties.

His teammate Jaren Jackson was also selected to 
play in the April 14 Jordan Brand Classic All-Star 
game to be played at the Barclays Center in Brook-
lyn, N.Y. 
Moving On

Bowen’s decision to leave Michigan for prep 
school is a trend that is becoming common in the 
state.

The question remains: is it a bad decision, or is it 
personal preference?

Had he stayed, Bowen would easily be the top 
player in Michigan, and an All-American and likely 
the 2017 Mr. Basketball winner. 

The same scenario happened in 2016. No players 
from Michigan were selected to play in the game 
that year, but both Josh Jackson (Kansas) and Miles 
Bridges (Michigan State) played in it, and are from 
Detroit and Flint, respectively. It is easy to say that 
Michigan does not have any elite talent. We do. 
They always choose to leave.

This has been an ongoing conversation for years 
in the state of Michigan: the state’s best players 
leaving for what is perceived to be greener pastures. 
Jackson, Bridges and Bowen each left Michigan for 
better prep schools around the nation. That is the 
new epidemic going around the nation, and it has 
sucked the state of Michigan dry. And it is only 
going to get worse, if the powers that be do not do 
something about it.

But for the Jacksons, Bridges and Bowens of 
the world, you have the likes of Cassius Winston 
(Michigan State), Eric Davis (Texas) and Deonta 
Davis (NBA) that all stayed in Michigan and made 
names for themselves without taking the prep 
school route.

There is always an exception to the rule. But 
more than not, those who are good enough to 
leave, will do so.
Bucking the Trend

Michigan is far behind in so many areas that 
it’s forcing some of the best players in the nation 
to leave, and damaging the brand of basketball 
in Michigan. It has even trickled down to the 
younger players. Terry Armstrong is one of the 
top sophomores in the nation. He left Flint Car-
man-Ainsworth for Wheeler High School in the 
Atlanta area last year. He eventually returned to 
Michigan, but who is to say that he will not try to 
play somewhere better again in 2017? The same 
concern goes for New Haven’s Romeo Weems. He 
has potential to be a McDonald’s All-American in 
2019, with his top-2 ranking already. He does seem 
like the loyal type, but he is also the caliber of play-
er that prep schools like to attract. Keeping those 
two here, and others down the line will be vital.

But for Bowen, the move has proved to be vital 
in his development as a player, teammate and 
recruit. 

Standing at 6-foot-7 and weighing just under 
200 pounds, Bowen, a five-star recruit a prized 
commodity on the high school basketball scene. 
He recently told Land of 10 that he’s nearing his 

decision.
“I think I’m going to go at the end of this month, 

after the Michigan State visit Jan. 29th.”
The win is down to Arizona, Michigan State, 

Texas, North Carolina State, and Creighton. How-
ever, many presume the battle is only between UA 
and MSU. 

Bowen talked about how UA’s staff has ramped 
up the pressure after Lonnie Walker’s decision to 
head to Miami.

“They were calling a lot before, but now they’ve 
picked it up really heavily,” Bowen told Land of 10 
about Arizona. “It’s an interesting situation because 
you really don’t know who’s going to stay and 
who’s going to go. They do have a lot of guys at my 
position, but if those guys go, it’s a big open spot 
for me.”

Now, Michigan State has the opportunity to lay 
out the red carpet for Bowen. Bowen will also have 
5-star Spartans commit Jaren Jackson Jr. with him 
for the game on Jan. 29.

Bowen has been a top priority for Michigan State 
for quite some time. 

Expect to have his decision made long before 
that. Bowen doesn’t plan to wait long after his trip 
to East Lansing to announce.

Bowen Named A 
McDonald’s All-American
Former Saginaw Standout One 
Of Top Players In Country

Brian Bowen, a Saginaw native recently was named to the 2017 
McDonalds All-American team along with the 2017 Jordan Brand 
Classic team. Bowen is expected to make his college of choice known 
in February. (Scott Keyes, High School Sports Scene Photos)
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Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

With the just one senior in 
the starting lineup, the Fowler 
boys basketball team is on the 
young side this season, but 
being young is not a bad thing 
for the Eagles, who have plenty 
of talented players taking the 
court.

Fowler starts one senior, two 
juniors, one sophomore and 
one freshman and that lineup 
has led the Eagles to a strong 
start through the first half of the 
season.

“I’ve seen improvement in the 
team and there is room for even 
more,” said Fowler coach Jason 
Goerge. “We’re a pretty young 
team this year but for the most 
part we’ve played pretty well.”

Fowler’s lone senior on the 
team is a talented one in Jeremy 
Pung. A four-year varsity player, 
the 6-foot-7 Pung is averaging 
18 points and 9.1 rebounds per 
game. Pung will be continuing 
his career in college at Lawrence 
Tech.

“Jeremy is just a super, super 
kid,” Goerge said. “He is also 
one of the leaders of the team.”

Lining up next to Pung is an-
other talented 6-foot-7 forward 
in junior Mason Pline. Pline 
is averaging 13 points and 7.3 
rebounds per game and is also 
being recruited by schools like 
Ferris State, Grand Valley and 
Cornerstone. A versatile player 
who missed a few weeks early in 
the season with a sprained ankle 
suffered during football season, 
Pline can play either the wing or 
in the post.

At point guard, 6-foot-1 
sophomore Owen Simon is a 
versatile point guard that is 
good at running the offense and 
has also connected on 17 three-

point shots.
“Owen is real good with the 

ball in his hand,” Goerge said. 
“He has made huge strides sine 
last year. He’s a great kid and a 
good point guard.”

Fowler’s starting lineup also 
includes 6-foot-1 junior Dylan 
Antes and 6-foot-4 freshman 
Carter Pline giving the Eagles a 
lineup of all six-footers.

The Eagles are also getting 
strong contributions off the 
bench from 6-foot-2 senior 
Brendan Platte and junior point 
guard Nick Thelen.

“Brandon has been giving us 
solid minutes off the bench,” 
Goerge said. “He also does a lot 
of the dirty work. Nick is our 
backup point guard and can also 
play on the wing. He has been 
doing a real good job for us.”

Jared Robert
Sports Scene

Thanks to a strong senior 
class, the St. Johns boys basket-
ball team has overcome injuries 
to take the lead in the CAAC 
Red near the midpoint of the 
conference season.

St. Johns opened league play 
with five straight victories and 
headed into the second half of 
the season with an 8-3 overall 
record as of press time. The 
Redwings have accomplished 
that despite losing a pair of key 
players, senior Tommy Jury 
and junior Jacob Dorn, for the 
season with injuries.

“Things have been progress-

ing great so far,” said St. Johns 
coach John Archambault. 
“Considering we have lost two 
key players for the season.”

Leading the way for the 
Redwings are seven returning 
seniors. Those seniors provid-
ed the squad with plenty of 
leadership.

“We are led by our seven 
seniors who played last year,” 
Archambault said. “Ben and 
Ross Feldpausch are in their 
third years on varsity. They do 
not get rattled when we get into 
a close game. They understand 
how to finish games this year.”

Ben Felpausch brings a 
versatile game to the floor as he 

is averaging 12 points, 3.2 assists 
and 2.3 steals while also adding 
19 three-point shots.

Like Ben, Ross Feldpausch is 
also a versatile player.

“Ross Feldpausch is our most 
consistent player and best defen-
sive player,” Archambault said.

Caleb Paksi is also turning 
in a big season averaging 11 
points and seven rebounds per 
game while Brandon Huhn has 
drained 18 three-point shots.

Sophomore Konner Near is 
also a key contributor and is 
averaging four steals per game.

“Konner just started playing 
after Christmas break,” Archam-
bault said. “He has been a great 

asset to our team.”
St. Johns has also been steer-

ing clear of the turnover bug.
“We have been taking care 

of the ball better,” Archambault 
said. “We’re not turning it over 
as much.”

With a strong start to the sea-
son, the Redwings are looking 
to keep things rolling down the 
stretch.

“We hope to contend for 
the conference championship 
and look to improve each day 
in practice and each game we 
play,” Archambault said. “We 
still have a really tough schedule 
remaining.”

Dan Stickradt
Sports Scene

Jaron Faulds is his own 
worst critic.

But it was his realization of 
his playing ability a couple of 
years ago and his own criti-
cism that has fueled his fire to 
lead him to become what he 
is today.

Faulds, a 6-foot-10 senior 
center at Holt High School just 
south of Lansing, has devel-
oped a fine all-around game 
in becoming one of Michigan’s 
top 10 senior standouts and 
into one of the top 15 overall 
players in the state by multi-
tude of publications — regard-
less of grade. 

“When I was a freshman 
and sophomore, I was more of 
just a rebounder and (low-
post) defender, not a very 
good offensive player,” said 
Faulds, one of seven Michigan 
seniors to be in the selection 
pool for the McDonald’s 
All-American game. “I have 
really worked on my game the 
past couple of years. I have be-
come much better at stepping 
out and hitting 15-, 18-footers 
and three-pointers. And I can 
attack the basket as well, try 
to get to the rim or (drive and 
dish it off). There’s not much 
of a true center anymore — it’s 
rare. As a big, you need to be 
able to play a lot of different 
styles.”

With a 3.9 overall GPA 
and a weighted 4.1 GPA with 
college-level courses through 
Lansing Community College, 
Faulds has excelled highly in 
the classroom as well.

Faulds, who also plays AAU 
basketball with The Family, 

garnered plenty of college 
interest in recent years, includ-
ing Oakland, DePaul, Central 
Michigan, Toledo, Michigan, 
Michigan State, Iowa and 
Pittsburgh among countless 
others. He selected Columbia 
University of the Ivy League 
due to academics and future 
employment possibilities.

“I really want to play 
professionally somewhere in 
the world, but when the ball 
stops bouncing, you have to 
have a Plan B,” offered Faulds. 
“There’s so much opportu-
nity in going to a school like 
Columbia. I knew it was the 
right place for me and my 
future. Getting a degree at an 
Ivy League school will open up 
so many more opportunities 
for me after basketball.

“I also really wanted to 
commit early, so I didn’t have 
all of the distractions every 
day,” added Faulds. “I can just 
concentrate on school and 
basketball right now.”

With poise beyond his 
years, Faulds has impressed 
many, including his high 
school coach Matt Essell.

“He has come a long ways 
since his freshman year. 
There’s no doubt he’s one of 
the top 10 seniors in the state,” 
said Essell. “He has really 
developed his game from 
being a rebounder to someone 
that has a complete game. He 
didn’t necessarily command 
the ball when he was younger, 
but last year and this year he 
commands the ball. And he 
has not only developed his of-
fensive game, but he’s become 
a great passer and leader. He’s 
developed a mid-range game 
and has become even more 

aggressive on the low block 
and getting rebounds. 

“What a smart kid, a great 
player — just a great young 
man,” added Essell. “He has a 
great future ahead of him.”

This season, Faulds has 
averaged around 19 points, 
12 rebounds, 5.5 blocks and 4 
assists per game. He averaged 
around 12 points, 10 rebounds 
and three blocks as a junior, 
where he garnered All-CAAC 
Blue Division and Associated 
Press Class A All-State Honor-
able Mention honors.

“So much of what we do 
goes through Jaron,” added 
Essell. “Other teams that want 
to stop uses have to try to 
stop him first. But he has a 
strong cast around him. And 
Jaron makes those around him 
better.”

With a possible internship 
on Wall Street already in the 
works in a couple of years, 
Faulds has a solid plan for his 
future. But in the moment, he 
wants to help Holt succeed 
in any way he can out on the 
hardcourt. 

Through Jan. 26, Holt was 
8-3 and in second place in the 
CAAC Blue Division behind 
only Class A No. 3 and unde-
feated East Lansing. 

The Rams last won a district 
title in 2014, Faulds’ freshman 
season. That he would like to 
change.

“We want to take it one 
practice and one game at a 
time. But when the tourna-
ment comes around, we really 
want to win a district,” said 
Faulds. “We want to go as far 
as we can. For us seniors, this 
is our last chance.”

Fowler Boys Turning In Strong 
Season With Young, Talented Squad

St. Johns Boys Basketball Team Overcoming 
Injuries To Soar To The Top Of The CAAC Red

Holt’s 6-10 Star Jaron Faulds Rises 
Into Class Of State’s Elite Big Men

Fowler’s Owen Simon dribbles up court 
in a recent game. (Submitted Photo)

Holt’s Jaron Faulds is taking his 
talents to Columbia University 
in the fall. (Alan Holben, High 

School Sports Scene Photo)

St. Johns boys basketball team has 
fought through the injury bug to sit 

on top of the CACC Red rankings. 
(Submitted Photo)
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John Raffel
Sports Scene

Kyle Tuttle would love being 
4-for-4 when it comes to Divi-
sion 4 state bowling titles.

But a neck injury sustained 
in a car accident may have 
some ramifications that would 
make the St. Charles bowler 
face tougher odds to get the 
fourth title.

So far though, Tuttle seems 
to be on his way to serious title 
contention.

“It could be going better,” 
said Tuttle, who is at 208. “It’s 
probably about the same from 
previous years. I’ve never really 
averaged a whole lot. I wouldn’t 
say I’ve improved at all. I’m just 

trying to get ready for tourna-
ments.”

Tuttle said he was in the car 
accident two months ago and 
had to take off five weeks of 
bowling.

“I’ve been trying to catch 
up for lost time,” he said. “I 
sprained my neck, kind of a 
whiplash deal. I’m pretty good 
now.”

Will he be ready to go by 
tournament time?

“I’m planning on it,” Tuttle 
answered, while adding the 
accident slowed him down “a 
little bit.”

His attitude this season 
remains the same as it was the 
last three when he took first: 
“It’s either first or last, kind of,” 

he said.
As for any type of pressure, 

“it’s just more of a pressure on 
myself to do good,” Tuttle said.

Meanwhile, the St. Charles 
team has gone 8-0 in its confer-
ence and Tuttle has been happy 
with the squad’s performance.

“We’re in pretty good shape,” 
he said. “We finished second 
last year in the state finals, so 
we’re looking to make a run at 
it again.”

Second has been the highest 
St. Charles has finished as a 
team in Tuttle’s high school 
years.

After high school, Tuttle 
indicated if he were to bowl, 
it would be at Saginaw Valley 
State University. 

Davison senior bowler Taylor Davis 
lived every bowler’s dream as she 
rolled a 300 game for the second time 
in her career.

Davis rolled the 300 game in Da-
vison’s 29-1 win against Mt. Pleasant. 
Davis also rolled a 250 against the 
Oilers to end the match with a 550 
series, the second-highest series ever 
by a high school girl in the state of 
Michigan. 

At last season’s individual state fi-
nals, Davis rolled a 300 game en route 
to winning the Division 1 individual 
championship. Davis was the fourth 
girl in state history to roll a 300 game 
during the singles portion of the state 
finals. She also helped Davison to the 
team state title last year.

Davis, who has won six Michigan 
Junior Masters Association champi-
onships during her bowling career, 
will be attending Arkansas State 
University next year. A two-time 
individual state champion, she is 
looking for her third individual state 
championship this season.  

Tuttle Bidding For Fourth 
Straight State Bowling Title

Davison’s Taylor Davis Making Strong 
Bid For Third Straight D1 Bowling Title

Dan Stickradt
Sports Scene

For 10 straight years, Grand Ledge 
has proven to be one of the state’s most 
dominant girls gymnastics programs.

The proof is in the pudding.
The Comets have posted 10 consec-

utive top-10 state finals finishes and 
have qualified for state 
in 12 of the previous 15 
seasons under veteran 
coach Duane Haring.

“We’ve had a great 
run,” said Haring. “I am 
proud of everything we 
have been able to accom-
plish. We don’t have a 
(gymnastics) gym right 
in Grand Ledge. The 
nearest one is Twistars 
over in Dimondale. But 
we’ve been blessed with 
a lot of very talented 
gymnasts over the years.”

After finishing ninth 
at state in 2002 and 
second in 2003, Grand 
Ledge disappeared from 
the state scene for three 
years. In 2007, the Com-
ets again qualified for the state finals to 
finish in the runner-up slot. From 2008 
through 2013, Grand Ledge captured 
six straight open class state titles — 
an MHSAA record for consecutive 
state championships and overall state 
crowns.

Holland is second with five overall 
titles, while both Ludington (175-78) 
and Holland (194-97) have posted four 
straight state championships at one 
point.

“We’ve had an amazing run if you 
think about it,” said Haring. “It’s not 

always easy to make it to the state meet. 
To be there as many years in a row as 
we have and to win all of those titles is 
amazing.

“We have won every conference title 
but one since I’ve been here,” added 
Haring, whose squad is 3-0 atop of the 
Capital Area Athletic Conference. The 
Comets have won 13 of the past 14 

league titles.
“That is something 

to be proud of,” added 
Haring. “We didn’t 
win in 2008, Holt 
came in and won it. 
But we have won just 
about every confer-
ence since I’ve been 
here, and we’ve won 
a bunch of regionals, 
too. That is a tribute 
to the kids and all of 
their hard work.”

Although Grand 
Ledge boasted squads 
of 20-plus athletes a 
decade ago, there are 
only eight members 
on this year’s team.

Seniors Afton 
Lafrance and Janelle 

Hall, juniors Samantha Hetzer and Ar-
iana Guerrero and sophomore Maggie 
Mullins are the leaders of this small 
bunch.

“I still think we can qualify for the 
state again and finish in the top 10 in 
the state again,” said Haring. “But with 
only eight gymnasts, we are one serious 
injury away from not making it. We 
don’t have the depth like we’ve had in 
before. With a team our size, I don’t 
expect to win a state title this year, but 
the goal is to (qualify) and finish as 
high as we can.” 

Grand Ledge Going For 11Th 
Straight Top-10 Season

Grand Ledge’s Rachel Hogan 
celebrates after winning the all-around 
during the 2016 Michigan High School 

Athletic Association finals. (Scott Keyes, 
High School Sports Scene Photo)

St. Charles’ Kyle Tuttle is gunning for his fourth straight 
Division 4 bowling championship in March. If Tuttle 
accomplishes the feat, he will become the first bowler in 
any class to achieve the honor. (Submitted Photo)

Davison’s Taylor Davis is looking to 
become a three time Division 1 individual 

state champion as she leads her team the 
finals in March. (Scott Keyes, High School 

Sports Scene Photo)
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To Auto-Owners Insurance and your local 
independent agent, being trustworthy means 
that we will be there when you need us most - 
just like we have been for 100 years.

trust •wor• thy
able to be relied on
as honest or truthful.

1
adj.
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Scott Salowich
Sports Scene

With the league’s leading scorer 
Carter Johnston doing most of the heavy 
lifting, the Beaverton boys’ basketball 
team rolled through the first half of the 
Jack Pine conference season undefeated 
and with an impressive overall record 
of 9-1.

The Beavers opened the second half 
of the conference campaign with a 49-33 
victory over Harrison to stay atop the 
standings at 7-0.

Johnston scored 23 of those and and 
held a 27 pointer per game average.

Meridian has emerged as the main 
challenger to Beaverton’s title hopes.

The Mustangs lost to the Beavers 43-

37 way back on Dec. 16, but won their 
first three games in January to finish 
the first half at 5-1 and alone in second 
place.

Meridian smacked third-place Clare 
(4-2) 62-34 and even won a non-league 
battle with Midland Dow 48-41 on 
Jan. 24 that was significant in that Dow 
handed Beaverton its only loss of the 
season back before the holiday break.

Lucas Leuder has been averaging 11 
points per game for the Mustangs and 
teammate Taylor Woodcock is right up 
there with him at about 10.

Clare has been getting 16 points per 
game from Tyler Smith in the early 
going.

Roscommon went 3-2 in its first five 
league games, led by Kaleb Keipert and 
his 17 points per game average.

Cameron Sidelko is scoring 13 per 
game for Houghton Lake, which went 
3-4 for openers.

Farwell started off 1-4, with Scotty 
Lucia pouring in 16 per game.

Gladwin oped up 1-5, led by Max 
Wentworth with an average of 10.

Harrison was winless in its first six 
league games, but the Hornets led Bea-
verton at halftime of their most recent 
meeting and are getting eight points per 
game from Joel Coughlin.
GIRLS BASKETBALL

Gladwin won four Jack Pine Confer-
ence games before the Christmas break 
and the first three after it to stay alone 
atop the standings with a 7-0 record.

The Flying G’s nipped arch rival 
Beaverton 40-38 on Jan. 23 to take a 
two-game lead over the Beavers and 
Clare, who were tied for second at 5-2.

The loss to Gladwin was the second 
in a row for the Beavers, who fell to 
Houghton Lake 43-35 on Jan. 19. 

The win lifted the 
Bobcats to 3-3 in the 
league.

Clare won its first 
three league games 
after the break, in-
cluding a tight 44-41 
decision at Harrison 
on Jan. 19. Harrison 
emerged with a 
record of 3-4.

Farwell and 
Roscommon were 
both 2-5 after the 
first seven league 
games, while Merid-
ian dropped its first 
seven.

Gladwin has been 
led by Peyton Rellinger 
with 11 points per game 
and Carley Hickey with 10.

Beaverton’s Ali Aldrich is having an-
other big year, averaging 16 points and 
the same can be said for Clare’s Natalee 
Kunse and her own 16 points per game 

average.
Elle Coughlin has been in double 

figures consistently for Harrison, averag-
ing 11 per game and Karleigh Zmikly is 
averaging 10 for Meridian.

Scott Salowich
Sports Scene

The house was packed at Meadow 
Lanes on Jan. 21, and the home team did 
not disappoint.

The Gladwin girls’ bowling team ran 
its record to 4-0 in the Jack Pine Confer-
ence with a 29-1 victory over Clare in yet 
another dominating performance.

“We’ve got three seniors who are all 
talented bowlers and I think we have a 
great chance to win the regionals and 
make some noise in the state tour-
nament,” said Flying G’s Coach Kent 
Crawford.

Kasidy Easlick finished fourth in the 
state singles tournament last year and she 
isn’t even leading the team this year, even 
though she carries a shiny 174 average 
and is being recruited by Alma College.

Carley VanTiem leads the team and 

the league with an 
eye-popping 193 average 
and she rolled a 279 in a 
meet at Harrison recent-
ly, which was the highest 
game ever by a girl in the 
Jack Pine Conference.

VanTiem has committed to bowl for 
Madonna University next year.

Allison Hager averages 145 and is 
bound for Concordia’s squad.

The seniors aren’t the only ones mak-
ing news. Sophomore Mackenzie Weston 
is second only to VanTiem in average in 
the league with a 179.

“We do a little bit of coaching,” said 
Crawford. “But these kids already have a 
knowledge of how to throw the ball and 
what to do with it. We anticipated a big 
season, and the kids are pulling together 
and living up to our expectations.”

Meridian beat Harrison 24-6 at 
Meadow Lanes and also emerged with a 
4-0 record.

Brittany Altman leads the Mustangs 
with a 174 average and Emma Vandon-
gen is also in the top six in the league 
with a 165.

Beaverton blitzed Roscommon 29-1 
and Farwell topped Houghton Lake 27-3, 
which left the winners tied for second 
place at 3-1.

Hallie Brink averages 162 to lead the 
Beavers and Farwell is led by Jaedalin 
Wilson with a 143.

Harrison and Clare each emerged with 
records of 1-3. Natalie Lewandowski has 
a nice 177 average for the Hornets, while 
the Pioneers are led by Jenna Betts at 162.

Gladwin’s boys also emerged alone 
in first place with a 4-0 record, but the 
competition is much tighter on that side 
of the alley.

The Flying G’s beat Clare 15.5-14.5 to 
stay undefeated.

Crawford’s crew has lost senior 
Aaron Weston to a knee injury, but the 
underclassmen have been able to pick up 
the slack.

“We’ve got a young team,” he said. “But 
these guys have been doing really well 
at every tournament. When somebody 
doesn’t do as well as he should, somebody 
else steps up to the plate and comes 
through when we need it.”

Junior Austin Castillo averages 
191 to lead Gladwin, followed by 
sophomore Ryan Day at 184. Jake 
Pryor averages 192 for the Clare 
squad that gave the Flying G’s a 
battle before falling to 1-3 in the 
standings.

Meridian was undefeated head-
ing into the event, but lost a 17-13 
decision to Harrison.

“We bowled 100 pins over our 
average,” said Mustangs coach Kyle 
Lipp. “But Harrison just bowled 
better. I’m not happy about losing, 
but I really can’t complain. Harrison 
just did a really good job against us.”

Cole Ordiway has a 203 average to 
lead Meridian, which fell into a sec-
ond-place tie with Beaverton at 3-1. The 
Beavers bombed Roscommon 28-2 and 
boast of two of the top three bowlers in 
the league with Madonna-bound Chase 
Castro averaging 207 and Brandon Cerg-
nul running just behind Ordiway at 201.

Harrison evened its record at 2-2, 
good for a tie with Farwell in the stand-
ings after the Eagles lost to Houghton 
Lake 18-12.

Lorne Bush leads the Hornets with 
a 184, while Cody Ison has a 178 for 
Farwell.

Houghton Lake’s win was good for a 
tie with Clare at 1-3. Luke Rieger averages 
175 for the Bobcats.

Roscommon fell to 0-4 and is led by 
Seth Seibert at 157.

Beaverton Continues To Be 
Cream Of Crop In Jack Pine

Gladwin Bowls ‘Em Over 
At Meadow Lanes

Beaverton coach Roy Johnston

Carley VanTiem (2017) Gladwin and 
Chase Castro (2017) Beaverton 

will both be bowling for Madonna 
University in Livonia in the fall. 

(Submitted Photo)


