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Superior Real Estate
202 E. Superior, Alma Sue Welling, Kris Olejniczak, Heath Hunt, Brian Unruh, 

Kay Douglass, Sherry Mitchell, Charlie Barnard, Lois Giesken

989-463-1219  www.alma-real-estate.com

“WE NEVER STOP MOVING”
We have been supporting you by example 

with good family values since 1906.
Enjoy your sports season and have fun!

Publisher NOTe
It’s another great day at Sports Scene!!
It’s March. It’s Madness. What else can a sports fan ask for?

My team of photographers and writers need to be commended for 
a great job at Battle Creek and at The Palace these last couple weeks 
shooting photos for wrestlers statewide to cherish for the rest of their 
lives!!

Also, thanks to John Johnson for giving Sports Scene the opportunity 
and thank you Mark Uyl for your dedication to the sport of wrestling over 
the last 10 years.

We are truly blessed to be able to wake up every morning with the 
sun shining (snow and ice hopefully melting), the birds chirping, children 
playing, and a game on somewhere every day during the month of March. 
It’s times like this that I am glad I am a sports fanatic.

The first wave of champions has been crowned at the high school 
level, with wrestling taking center stage for two straight weekends. 
There were 56 individual champions crowned and four team champions, 
including New Lothrop (D4) and Lowell (D2), who knocked off state 
powers Hudson and St. Johns in the finals. Detroit Catholic Central and 
Dundee repeated in Division 1 and Division 3, respectively.

I am very happy for Coach Campbell and the New Lothrop faithful, 
as I wrestled with some of the parents and uncles of this team’s wrestlers. 
I am also happy for the Red Arrows seniors and coach Dean, who worked 
very hard to finally get to that moment on Saturday, February 23rd, when 
they snatched the trophy away from the St. Johns Redwings. It is a little 
bittersweet, knowing most of the St. Johns kids and wrestling community, 
and my old wrestling teammates at Michigan State, Hudson head coach 
Scott Marry and Davison head coach Roy Hall, but it was  great wrestling, 
full of intensity and down-to-the-wire matches; what more could a fan 
and fellow wrestler ask for?

We saw Zac Hall cap his career by becoming only the 18th four-time 
state champion. Next year, he will join University of Michigan teammates 
Taylor Massa and Adam Coon, who accomplished the feat the previous 
two seasons. Great job Zac! It was a privilege coaching you during your 
days at Ithaca and watching you wrestle during the years at St. Johns, and 
I look forward to watching you wrestle for the Wolverines in the near 
future.

We also saw another career come to a close, as Alma’s Maddy Seeley 
fought to the bitter end in the final game of her high school career, scoring 
39 points in the Panthers’ 68-62 regional semifinal loss to Freeland. 
Maddy put her team on her back and nearly pulled off an epic comeback. 
It’s performances like hers that make the month of March so special. 

Another special shout to my dear Yellowjackets Travis, Logan, and 
Josh, who will be moving on to play football at the next level; I also look 
forward to following you!

March is a time where dreams are made and hearts are broken, but it’s 
times like this where I am glad I am a coach and a high school sports fan.

Thanks to my three seniors from this year’s Alma wrestling team, 
Alex, Stephen, and Johnny; it was a pleasure and I wish you three the 
best!! Boyd and Damian, I am proud of you as well!

Good luck to the rest of our area teams that are still fighting the good 
fight. One and done is what March is all about, so stay focused and 
mentally aware of your surroundings. This is what dreams are made of.

Randy Miniard
Publisher

Alma’s Maddy Seeley 
nearly wills her team to 
victory during a regional 
semi-finals loss against 
Freeland. Seeley scored 38 
points, including 21 of 21 
from the free throw line 
during the Panthers 68-62 
loss to Freeland. 
(Scott Keyes Photo)
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Three Area Pom Teams Win State Saginaw Nouvel Repeats; Heritage, John Glenn Win Respective Divisions

St. Johns’ Hall Caps Career Will Go Down In Record Books As One Of States All-Time Greats
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New Lothrop, Lowell End Streaks Of State Wrestling Royalty; Bring Home D4, D2 Crowns
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Cutline: Alma’s Maddy Seeley nearly wills her team to victory during a regional semi-finals 
loss against Freeland. Seeley scored 38 points, including 21 of 21 from the free throw line 
during the Panthers 68-62 loss to Freeland. (Scott Keyes Photo)
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Molding 
Young 
Minds

56 Champions 
Crowned 

During MHSAA 
Wrestling Finals

Davison’s Hall 
Continues 
To Build 
Champions

Another Stellar 
Performance

Davison Girls Bowling Team 
Captures Another State Title

Ithaca Boys Bowling, Merrill Cheer 
Finish Second In D4 Finals

So Close!

Funeral Homes, Inc.
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In Your Hour of Darkness Let Us Be Your Light

www.luxfuneralhomes.com
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Funeral Home
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COVENANT CENTER FOR
 

ADVANCED 
ORTHOPAEDICS

FRANKENMUTH
600 NORTH MAIN ST.
989.921.3500

MIDLAND
1549 WASHINGTON
989.921.3500

SAGINAW
4701 TOWNE CENTRE, SUITE 301

989.921.3500

SAGINAW 
3875 BAY RD., SUITE 2-S
989.793.1372

SAGINAW 
800 COOPER, SUITE 5 
989.583.7450

Colleen Linehan, MD
Board Certified 

Orthopaedic Surgeon

Jason Maxa, PA-CB.C. de Beaubien, MD
Board Certified 

Orthopaedic Surgeon
Fellowship Trained in 
Adult Reconstruction

Michael J Tucker, Jr., DO
Board Eligible 

Orthopaedic Surgeon 
Fellowship Trained in 
Orthopaedic Trauma

Lindsey Pilling, PA-CAnthony de Bari, MD
Board Certified 

Orthopaedic Surgeon
Fellowship Trained

SPORTS INJURIES • SHOULDER REPLACEMENTS • ADVANCED SHOULDER SURGERY
JOINT PAIN • HIP AND KNEE REVISIONS  • TOTAL HIP AND KNEE REPLACEMENTS 
FRACTURES • ACETABULUM AND PELVIC FRACTURES • NONUNION FRACTURES

COMPLEX INTRA-ARTICULAR JOINT FRACTURES   

Algevon
Eichelberger

Taryn 
Taugher

The Algevon Eichelberger File
Saginaw High School 

Grade: Sophomore

Sport: Basketball

Season Accolades: Nominated player of 
the year by channel 12 News. Helped lead 
the Trojans past Saginaw Arthur Hill in 
the opening round of districts.

GPA: 3.9

Accomplishments: Varsity basketball since 
ninth grade, National Honor Society, ‘A’ 
average in high school, peer mentor, tutor.

Future: Plans to to be class valedictorian, 
get recruited to a Division I college for 
academics as well as athletics, and major 
in mathematics. Knows that God has 
GREAT plans for his life and all things are 
possible through Him. 

The Taryn Taugher File
Freeland High School
Sports: Basketball, soccer, and volleyball
Grade: Junior
GPA: 3.7
Season Accolades: Averaged over 20 points, 
eight rebounds, and seven assists per game. 
Helped lead the Falcons to a district basketball 
championship and into the regional final 
against Bullock Creek. (No Results before 
press time.)

Accomplishments: Basketball: second-team 
all-conference sophomore year. Honorable 
mention freshman year. Three-year starter 
on varsity. Went to final four as a freshman. 
Soccer: All-state, three-year starter, 
district champion. Volleyball: Three-year 
starter. Outside school: Member of elite travel 
basketball team, Michigan Crossover Elite, 
that played in Nike Nationals in Augusta, 
Georgia.

Future: Plans to study nursing in college and 
hopes to play a sport at the next level.

Male and Female 
Scholar-Athlete of the 

Month presented by:
ADVANCED

ORTHOPAEDICS

COVENANT CENTER FOR

WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE® TAX & PLATES INCLUDED IN ALL PAYMENTS!
989-224-3900

EXIT 99 Off US-127 ST. JOhnS fOr SavIngS

877SUndancE.cOm *New & Used Vehicles: 
All Payments are with approved 

credit, see dealer for details.

WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE®

We Take Anything In On Trade

BUICK • GMC In St. 
Johns

SunDAnCESunDAnCE

We Pay A $1 A Mile To Shop & Buy

opeN suNdays  
 NooN - 5pm!

24 MPG2014 GMC ACADIA FWD

24 MONTh 10k LEASE gM CArD, gMS, gM LOYALTY 
TAX & PLATE INCLUDED IN PAYMENT

SAVE
$7,356

$225/Dn.* 
$225/MO.*

$3000/Dn.* $99/MO.*

MSRP $35,260

uP 
TO

$27,904*SALE
PRICE 

21 MPG2014 GMC SIERRA 2WD REG

10k 39 MONTh LEASE, gMS, gM CArD, gM LOYALTY 
TAX & PLATE INCLUDED IN PAYMENT

SAVE
$5,587

$245/Dn.* 
$245/MO.*

$3000/Dn.* $170/MO.*
MSRP $27,170

uP 
TO

$21,583*SALE
PRICE 

30 MPG2014 BuICk VERAnO

SAVE
$6,071

$149/Dn.* 
$149/MO.*

$3000/Dn.* $49/MO.*
MSRP $24,625

24 MONTh LEASE 10k gMS, gM CArD, gM LOYALTY 
TAX & PLATE INCLUDED IN PAYMENT

uP 
TO

$18,554*SALE
PRICE 

30 MPG2014 BuICk EnCORE

SAVE
$5,607

$225/Dn.* 
$225/MO.*

$3000/Dn.* $140/MO.*

MSRP $25,085

39 MONTh LEASE 10k gMS, gM CArD, gM LOYALTY 
TAX & PLATE INCLUDED IN PAYMENT

uP 
TO

$19,478*SALE
PRICE 

32 MPG2014 GMC TERRAIn FWD

24 MONTh LEASE 10k gMS, gM CArD, gM LOYALTY 
TAX & PLATE INCLUDED IN PAYMENT

$20,276*SALE
PRICE 

SAVE
$7,114

$149/Dn.* 
$149/MO.*

$3000/Dn.* $69/MO.*

MSRP $27,390

uP 
TO ALL NEW

BUICKS
• 2 years of OnStar 
directions & 
connections

• Over $1,000 
MSRP in 
added value

• 2 years of 
Sirius XM radio

• 2 years of 
maintenance

24 MONTh LEASE 10k gMS, gM CArD, gM LOYALTY 
TAX & PLATE INCLUDED IN PAYMENT

SAVE
$6,429

$259/Dn.* 
$259/MO.*

$3000/Dn.* $129/MO.*
MSRP $34,060

$27,631*SALE
PRICE 

36 MPG2014 BuICk LACROSSE uP 
TO

$129/DOWn $129/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2002 CHEVY MOnTE CARLO SS

SALE PRICE
$4,300

LEATHER, 
SUNROOF

$259/DOWn $259/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2013 FORD FOCuS SE

SALE 
PRICE

$15,500
$159/DOWn $159/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2008 MERCuRY GRAnD MARQuIS

SALE 
PRICE

$6,500

LEATHER

$129/DOWn $129/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2000 POnTIAC GRAnD PRIX GT

SALE PRICE
$3,900

SUNROOF, 
LEATHER

$199/DOWn $199/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2007 MITSuBISHI ECLIPSE

SALE 
PRICE

$9,900

$189/DOWn $189/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2008 SATuRn AuRA XE

SALE 
PRICE

$8,900

$169/DOWn $169/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2007 CHRYSLER PT CRuISER

SALE 
PRICE

$6,900

$179/DOWn $179/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2007 CHRSYLER SEBRInG

SALE 
PRICE

$7,900

$199/DOWn $199/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2008 DODGE RAM 1500

SALE 
PRICE

$9,500

$229/DOWn $229/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2010 DODGE JOuRnEY SXT

SALE 
PRICE

$13,500

$179/DOWn $179/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2008 nISSAn SEnTRA

SALE 
PRICE

$7,900

$129/DOWn $129/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2005 FORD 500

SALE 
PRICE

$4,500

LEATHER

$199/DOWn $199/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2010 FORD FOCuS

SALE 
PRICE

$9,500

$129/DOWn $129/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2005 BuICk LuCERnE CX

SALE 
PRICE

$4,900

$339/DOWn $339/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2011 CHEVY TRAVERSE LT

SALE 
PRICE

$20,900

$189/DOWn $189/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2007 POnTIAC G6

SALE 
PRICE

$8,500

$289/DOWn $289/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2012 FORD  TAuRuS SEL

SALE 
PRICE

$16,900

$219/DOWn $219/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2011 FORD FuSIOn SE

SALE 
PRICE

$12,900

SUNROOF

$309/DOWn $309/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2012 CHEVY EQuInOX LT

SALE 
PRICE

$18,500

$145/DOWn $145/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2007 CHRYSLER PACIFICA

SALE 
PRICE

$5,500

$219/DOWn $219/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2010 CHEVY COBALT LT

SALE 
PRICE

$11,900

$209/DOWn $209/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2003 BuICk PARk AVEnuE

SALE 
PRICE

$10,500

LEATHER

$219/DOWn $219/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2008 CHEVY HHR LS

SALE 
PRICE

$11,500

$189/DOWn $189/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2006 SuBuRAu FORRESTER

SALE 
PRICE

$8,900

AWD

$149/DOWn $149/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2003 FORD EXPEDITIOn

SALE PRICE
$5,900

3RD ROW, 
LEATHER4X4

$449/DOWn $449/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2010 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500

SALE 
PRICE

$26,900

CREW CAB4X4

$289/DOWn $289/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2007 CHEVY k1500 LT

SALE 
PRICE

$16,900

4x4

$339/DOWn $339/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2007 DODGE RAM 2500

SALE 
PRICE

$19,900

CREW CAB4X4

$229/DOWn $229/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2009 VW JETTA TDI

SALE PRICE
$11,900

LEATHER, 
SUNROOF

$299/DOWn $299/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2011 DODGE CHARGER

SALE 
PRICE

$18,200
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Grand  Ledge  High  School
Gymnastics  Team

City: Grand Ledge, MI           Head Coach: Duane Haring

Accomplishments: 100+ consecutive wins, six consecutive 
Team State titles, and multiple Individual State Champions

How has the chocolate milk helped your team achieve  
your goals? By providing chocolate milk to our athletes, it sets 
the tone for good nutrition and it helps keep our athletes 
nourished between rotations during long competitions. 

What is your favorite thing about the Chocolate Milk:  
Nature’s Sports Drink grant? Participating in this grant has 
been a very positive experience. When we visited the dairy 
farm for our photo shoot this provided an opportunity for our 
girls to bond in a different way than they do at practice, so it 
brought our team closer as a whole. We LOVED the posters, 
which offered more exposure than we have ever had before!

Chocolate milk is a natural, nutrient-packed food that 

is an excellent source of nine essential nutrients – 

calcium, potassium, protein, phosphorus, vitamins A,  

       D and B12, riboflavin and niacin – nutrients   

 that ALL athletes need for good health!

For more information about chocolate milk and the 
Chocolate Milk: Nature’s Sports Drink grant, please visit 

our website at www.udim.org, or call 1-800-241-MILK (6455)

2013-2014 Winter Season Winners
Brethren High School - Basketball

Centreville High School - Basketball
Chippewa Hills High School - Wrestling

Concord High School - Wrestling
De Tour High School - Basketball

Grand Ledge High School - Gymnastics
Hanover Horton High School - Bowling

Hart High School - Basketball
Holton High School - Basketball

Hopkins High School - Basketball
Lansing Catholic High School - Basketball

Leslie High School - Basketball
Manistee High School - Ice Hockey

Norway High School - Wrestling
Oakland Christian School - Basketball
Oscoda Area High School - Wrestling

Unionville-Sebewaing High School - Basketball
West Catholic High School – Basketball

West Side Academy High School – Basketball

Our underlying mission is to tip the scales of sport 
in your favor. If there is an advantage to be had, 

we’re the ones to find it. Our proven methods 
safely push you past your limits – increasing the 

competitive skills required to be a champion.

We offer a complete spectrum of services including:
 • Rehabilitation of orthopedic and sports injuries and 

sports training and injury prevention
• Treatment of neurological conditions
• Pediatric therapy • Massage therapy  

• Vestibular and balance therapy
Find out about additional services.

Student Athlete 
of the Month 

is awarded 4 weeks of 
performance training at 

Athletic Republic. 
Your hard work won’t 

go unnoticed.
www.athleticrepublicmidland.com

2205 Jefferson Avenue, Midland, MI
989.923.1952

Email: 
athleticrepublicmidland@gmail.com

Medical Professional Building
555 W. Wackerly St, Ste 2600

Midland, MI 48640
989-631-3570

www.ptandrehab.com

The Tania Davis File
Goodrich High School
Grade: Junior
Sport: Basketball
Season Accolades: Guided the Martians to 
a 20-2 record and a district championship. 
Goodrich made it into the regional final, where 
it played Powers Catholic. (No results before 
press time.)
GPA: 3.7
Accomplishments: Back-to-back Class B 
state champion. All-state honorable mention. 
National Honor Society.
Future: Playing college basketball and pursuing 
a career in medicine.

The Josh Wendling File
New Lothrop High School
Grade: Senior
Sports: Wrestling and football
Season Accolades: Helped lead New Lothrop to 
the D4 state wrestling championship. Wrapped 
up his high school career by winning the D4 
state championship at 160 pounds. Helped lead 
the football team to the state semifinals before 
losing to Muskegon Catholic Central.

Josh
Wendling

Tania 
Davis

High School Sports Scene 
Male and Female Athlete 

of the Month presented by:
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replace pot hole specials with-
Fall Service Special
Oil Change, 4 tire rotation,coolant flush  only $159.99*
* on most vehicles, synthetic,synthetic blend and die-
sels extra

1205 N. US-27, St. Johns, MI 48879

(989) 224-3900
Sale Hours 

Mon-Thurs: 8am-9pm; Fri: 8am-6pm 
Sat: 12pm-5pm
Service Hours 

Mon: 7am-7pm; Tues-Fri: 7am-6pm
Accepted 

Credit Cards

WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE®

*On most vehicles, synthetic,synthetic 
blend and diesels extra

WINTER SERvIcE SpEcIal
Oil Change, 4 Tire Rotation, Coolant Flush

ONLY  $159.95*

Butch Harmon and Randy Miniard Photos

Lowell, St. Johns Wrestle Hearts 
Out In D2 Finals; Red Arrows Win 

By Criteria, Red Wings Bid For 
5-Peat Comes Up Short.

Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

For the five seniors in the Lowell starting lineup, it 
was sweet vindication.

After having their seasons end with losses to St. 
Johns the last three years, including the past two in 
the Division 2 state finals, the Red Arrows seniors 
finally purged their nemeses from down the road on 
M-21. The Lowell seniors ended their careers with 
a victory over St. Johns to win the Division 2 state 
championship, and they did it in dramatic fashion, 
winning 34-34 on criteria.

The win snapped a string of four state champion-
ships for St. Johns and gave Lowell its first state team 
wrestling title since 2009.

“It’s just an amazing feeling,” said Lowell senior 

Jeff Chaney
Sports Scene

Dave Dean says that he has a lot of great memo-
ries from the past nine years of leading the Lowell 
High School wrestling team.

The best memory being all the young men he 
molded to not only to be great wrestlers, but to also be 
great people in society.

Dean steps down after this year to become the 
Olympic Development Coordinator at Cornell Univer-
sity in Ithaca, N.Y. He will begin his new job after this 
school year.

“It was bittersweet [after the season ended after 
the MHSAA Individual Finals],” Dean said. “I have 
such great friends and acquaintances from coaching 
here. I got to know a lot of great coaches and friends 
in wrestling. I felt a little sad, and still do. I know I’m 
going to miss it.”

Bailey Jack, who was dancing with his teammates on the mats 
of Kellogg Arena in Battle Creek  minutes after the decision was 
announced. “It is surreal. It is better than anything I could imagine. 
Winning individual finals last year was nothing compared to this. 
I was kind of surprised that it was this close, but it makes it all the 
more special. They have beaten us the last three years, but we got 
them today.”

It took a total team effort to get past St. Johns, as every point 
mattered. The Lowell seniors also needed plenty of contributions 
from the underclassmen to get the job done. Sophomore Dan 
Kruse, who came in with a .500 record, came up big against three-
time state champion Zac Hall, as he avoided a pin and only gave 
up five team points with a technical fall. Fellow sophomore Max 
Dean also came up big, as he went up in weight class and wrestled 
undefeated returning state champion Angus Arthur and gave up 
just three team points by dropping a two-point decision. Freshman 
Eli Boulton, who entered with a sub-.500 mark and went up against 
defending state champion senior Mark Bozzo, also stayed off his 
back and gave up a technical fall. All of those matches meant just as 
much to the Lowell win as did the pins from sophomore Lucas Hall, 

junior Jordan Hall, and senior Kanon Dean.

“Every kid went out there and followed the game plan,” Lowell 
coach Dave Dean said. “They all went out there and did the best 
they could. A point here, a point there, it all added up in the end. 
I’m just so proud of all these kids.”

Senior Garrett Stehley provided the final points needed for the 
win. With the Red Arrows trailing by six points entering the final 
match, Stehley needed to come up with enough points to tie the 
score and send the decision to criteria. He came through for the 
Red Arrows, as he was awarded a forfeit win and six points after his 
St. Johns opponent was disqualified for excessive stalling warnings.

“We’ve been here every year, and it has always come down to us 
and St. Johns,” Stehley said. “We knew what we had to do to win 
the match. It always seems to come down to the two of us, and we 
wanted to send the seniors out on top and send Coach Dean out on 
top. Everyone on the team did what they had to do to save points 
and to get points. It’s just the greatest feeling to beat them in the 
finals.”  

He leaves behind is a program that won two team 
state titles and finished runner-up three times. It also 
produced a total of nine individual champions, in-
cluding three this year in Lucas Hall, Josh Colegrove, 
and his son Max Dean.

Another one of those nine champions is his other 
son Gabe Dean, who is currently a freshman wrestler 
at Cornell.

This year, the Red Arrows won their second team 
title under Coach Dean.

“It was a pretty special year,” Dave Dean said. “I 
have two nephews and a son on the team, and with 
the other boys on the team, it’s been special.

“It’s been nine years, and some of these boys I have 
been with for nine years. Bailey Jack, Derek Krajew-
ski, and Garett Stehley. Time has gone by so fast. It 
seems like I just got here, and now I’m leaving.”

It was a decade ago when Dean arrived at Lowell 
after 20 years as a coach at Michigan State University.

“I have had a few remarkable moments in my nine 
years here,” he said “My first one was my first day 
driving into work. I traded in my cushy office job at 
MSU and 30 kids [I coached] to come to a school of 
1,200 high school kids.”

That meant new challenges.

“When I got to Lowell, it was awesome,” he 
said..”Some of the best professional years in my life. 
It was awesome to be a part of so many kids’ lives. I 
loved that part, the ability to have an impact in kids’ 
lives. All the years I spent in college wrestling, it was 
remarkable to drop down into the high school level.

“I spent so many years at the college level, 20 
years, that when got to high school I wondered if 
high school moments would be just as special, and 
they are. There is nothing like a kid that meets a goal, 
that lofty moment.”

 Many Red Arrows did just that.

Check Out 
More Photos At

www.highschoolsportsscene.com

Lowell and St. Johns battled to the bitter end and both teams 
wrestled to a 34-34 tie during the Division 2 state finals held 
Feb. 22 at Kellogg Arena in Battle Creek. The Red Arrows would 
go on to win the championship on criteria. The loss ended the 
Redwings four-year winning streak. 
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Butch Harmon / Jeff Chaney
Sports Scene

A week after winning a team 
state championship, the Lowell Red 
Arrow wrestlers stormed The Palace 
of Auburn Hills and flexed their 
muscles again.

A total of nine Lowell wrestlers 
placed in the Division 2 individual 
state tournament, including three state 
champions.

Lowell’s state championship 
parade was led by a pair of 
sophomores. Lucas Hall capped a 
perfect season by pinning Bryan 
LaVearn of Brandon in 2:19 to win 
the 112-pound state title. 

“To win a state title and a team 
title is amazing,” said Hall. “We have 
nine that placed and four in the finals; 
that’s awesome.”

Hall finished the year with a 37-0 
record.

Sophomore Max Dean also came 
away with a state championship. 

He outlasted sophomore Devon 
Pingel of North Branch 14-8 in a 
grueling match to win the 171-pound 
state title. Like Hall, Dean was most 
pleased with the individual state 
title going hand in hand with a team 
state championship. “It can’t get any 
better than this,” he said. “To go two 
for two this year, that’s an incredible 
feeling.”

Dean wrapped up his season with a 
34-2 record.

Junior Josh Colegrove claimed 
the third individual state title for the 
Red Arrows. Colegrove pinned Jacob 
Alarie of Bay City Western in 1:50 to 
win the 215-pound title.

 “This feels awesome; all my hard 
work to get back is paying off,” he 

Lowell takes home three individual titles

Lowell's  Max 
Dean celebrates 

with his dad 
Dave Dean 

and coach RJ 
Boudro during 
the individual 

state wrestling 
finals March 1  
at the Palace 

of Auburn Hills. 
Dean won 

a Division 2 
wrestling title 

at 171 pounds. 
(Jeff McGinthy 

Photo)

Jeff Chaney 
Sports Scene

It’s not easy to become a four-time state champion wrestler.
It takes a lot of hard work, and a lot of sacrifices are made along the way, 

according to the state of Michigan’s newest member to the elite club.
St. Johns senior Zac Hall became just the 18th wrestler to win four titles when 

he accomplished the feat March 1 at The Palace of Auburn Hills. He accomplished 
it when he beat Greenville’s Alec Ward 12-2 in the 140-pound final in Division 2.

The journey to become a four-time champion began at age five for Hall. But 
wrestling wasn’t the only sport in which he participated as a young athlete, and 
he wasn’t even sure how much time he wanted to dedicate to it. “I didn’t know at 
first,” he said “I played football and a little baseball, but I started to have so much 
success in wrestling, that I decided to quit baseball to concentrate on wrestling.

“I played football through the eighth grade, but then I gave that up, too. Once I 
got into high school, I realized I could get a college scholarship in wrestling, and I 
concentrated on wrestling solely.”

But giving up football wasn’t that easy, especially because he 
played quarterback. “It was definitely hard to give up football,” Hall said. “I look 
back now and I wonder if I still played football. At that time, I was still at Ithaca 
High School, and we never lost. Football was so much fun, and I loved to play 
quarterback.”

But size matters in football! “I was good at football, but I was small,” Hall said. 
“I was trying to look at this long-term, and I didn’t see myself playing college 
football, so that was the ultimate decider.”

So he made the decision to stay with wrestling and change to St. Johns High 
School, which rarely loses in wrestling.

It was a good decision, not only because he won three team titles to go along 
with his four individual titles, but also because of the work he got in the St. Johns 
practice room and beyond.

Success breeds success, and that’s what happened at St. Johns, and that is what 
Hall loves so much about the sport.

“Best part of wrestling has got to be the winning,” Hall said. “The feeling you 
get when you get your hand raised. And the bigger the match, the bigger the 
victory, the more rewarding.”

It was a thrilling moment for Hall when he won his fourth title, and 
the large crowd at The Palace gave him a standing ovation for his great 
accomplishment. “That will be a moment I will never forget.”

Hall also pointed to all the relationships he has formed along the way – not only 
at St. Johns, but across the country. That’s because champions in wrestling are 
made with long car trips to national tournaments across the country.

“All the people you meet along the way, you travel a lot, and you meet so many 
great people,” Hall said. “I have a wrestling family; it’s a brotherhood.”

Now he leaves this chapter of his life and moves on to the University of 
Michigan, where he will wrestle for the Wolverines next year.

He leaves St. Johns with a 198-2 record, three team titles, and individual 
championships in the 103-, 112-, 125-, and 140-pound weight classes.

Did he ever think he could accomplish all of that?
“It was always in the back of my mind [that I could win four],” Hall said. “I 

heard of it being done before, but never witnessed it [until his teammate Taylor 
Massa did it two years ago]. I wanted to be a state champ, but it didn’t set in that I 
could win four until I won that first one. And now four years later, here we are.”

But even as a four-time champion, he knows he still has to get better before he 
heads to Ann Arbor.

“I need to keep working hard,” he said. “The biggest thing, and it should take a 
couple of months to settle in, is that I will be wrestling men. But I don’t think there 
is a better place to get ready for that than at Michigan. I will be working with a 
great coaching staff at Michigan, and I’m ready to get started.”

 Zac Hall's last hurrah
Becomes MHSAA's 18th 4-time 

state champ; Named Sports 
Scene's Wrestler of  Year

said.
Colegrove ended the season with a 

35-1 overall record.
With all three champions returning 

next year, the Red Arrows will again be 
aiming for a big season.

The Red Arrows had a fourth wrestler 

compete in a championship match, as 
senior Garrett Stehley placed second at 
189 pounds. 

Stehley dropped a 5-2 decision to 
St. Johns junior Angus Arthur. Stehley 
finished the season with a 31-2 record.

A pair of Lowell wrestlers placed 

third, senior Bailey Jack at 130 
pounds and junior Jordan Hall at 135 
pounds. 

Senior Derek Krajewski finished 
fourth at 125 pounds, while sophomore 
Zeth Dean was fifth at 119 pounds, and 
senior Kanon Dean was fifth at 160. 

St. Johns  Zac 
Hall capped a 
stellar career 

by winning his 
fourth straight 

MHSAA state 
title March 

1 during the 
Individual 
Wrestling 
Finals  at 

the Palace 
of Auburn 
Hills. Hall 

was named 
Sports Scene's 
Wrestler of the 

Year
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SPORTS SCENE’S INSIDE WRESTLING
John Raffel
Sports Scene

Angus Arthur badly wanted 
to help St. Johns win its 
fifth straight state title at the 
Division 2 team finals. He did 
his part, with an 8-6 decision, 
but the Redwings came up 
short in a 34-34 tie, with the 
match going to Lowell on 
criteria.

Arthur finished the team 
final with a 47-0 record as he 
prepared for the individual 
finals. It’s been quite a career 
for the junior.

“I think as a team we fought 
hard,” he said. “We didn’t 
pick up the extra bonus points 
where we needed to. It cost us. 
I didn’t get a major. We didn’t 
get pins at a couple of places. 
The match could have been 
decided in numerous matches. 
It was such a close dual.”

At the individual state finals, 
Angus won another state title 
by going 4-0 at 189. In the 
finals, he beat Garett Stehley 
of Lowell for the undefeated 
season.

After his freshman season, 
Arthur transferred from 
Lowell, ironically, because 
since that’s the squad St. Johns 
wrestled in the finals the last 
three seasons.

“It was pretty fun,” he said. 
“It’s a big rivalry. It was more 
intense on both sides. I don’t 
think they took to me leaving 
so well.”

Arthur wrestled at 189 
pounds this season after 
winning the state title at 171 
last season. He lost three 
matches as a sophomore.

“It’s not a huge deal to 

Beast Mode:

me,” he said of being 
undefeated. “I don’t 
think people remember 
your record at the end of 
the year. They remember 
how you finished at state. 
Last year, I was upset 
with my three losses. But 
winning the state title 
satisfied me.”

But when the 
individual state finals 
ended, Arthur was king 
of his division again.

“I’ve had some close 
matches,” he said. “I 

don’t think I’ve been 
losing in any match. One 
of the biggest things is 
getting the first takedown 
of the match. It really 
sets the tone. If the 
guy’s stalling, they have 
to come after you. It’s 
important in what you 
do, in the first couple 
seconds of the match.”

He’s feels that he has 
definitely improved since 
last season.

“I made the Cadet 
world team, so I wrestled 

all summer and got the 
chance to wrestle for 
Team USA, and that 
was one of the best 
experiences of my life,” 
he said. The experience 
included a trip to Serbia.

Arthur has been 
wrestling for 10 years. 
Wrestling on his feet has 
been a strength for him. 
“I’ve tried to put a lot 
more work on top and 
bottom,” he said. “You 
have to learn to ride kids 
out. I know that will be a 

big thing for college.”
He is optimistic about 

St. Johns’ prospects 
in 2015. “Next year 
we’ll have a good 
year,” he said. “We’re 
losing Zac [Hall] and 
Mark [Bozzo], our two 
seniors. That will be 
two pretty big losses. I 
think our freshmen and 
underclassmen are really 
stepping up. summer, 
they should be ready for 
next year.”

St. Johns 
Angus Arthur 

finished his 
junior season 

by winning 
the Division 
2 state title 

over Lowell's 
Garrett Stehley. 

Arthur, who is 
also a standout 

football 
player for the 

Redwings, 
finished 47-0 
and  will be a 
contender to 

defend his title 
next season. 

(Jeff McGinthy 
Photo)

St. Johns' Angus Arthur wins D2 
title at 189 pounds; already talking 

about  next season

Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

It was a family affair for the Melton 
brothers of DeWitt at the Division 2 
state individual wrestling finals at The 
Palace of Auburn Hills.

Brothers Austin and Kameron Melton 
both competed in the 135-pound weight 
class and both earned all-state honors.

Sophomore Austin Melton not only 
earned all-state honors but also took 
home the top prize, as he defeated 
Collin Lieber of Croswell-Lexington 
13-4 in the championship match. 

“It’s just a great feeling,” Austin said. 
“It’s the greatest feeling I’ve ever felt. I 
brought pressure in the match, and I just 
kept it up. My coaches told me to stick 
to what I’ve always been doing, to take 
it to them and score as many points as 
possible.”

Austin finished the season with a 
48-3 overall record.

Austin’s older brother, Kameron, a 
senior, finished in seventh place. He 
finished the season with a 35-9 overall 
record.

The brothers were on track to meet 
in the semifinal round before Jordan 
Hall of Lowell defeated Kameron in the 

quarterfinals.     
“I think he [Kameron] was going to 

let me get the win, because I let him get 
the win at regionals,” said Austin of his 
potential matchup with his brother.

DeWitt's Melton brothers earn 
All-State honors;  Austin wins D2 

state title at 135-pounds

Koenig becomes Laingsburg's first state champ
Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

Although the Laingsburg 
wrestling program is only four 
years old, it now has a state 
champion it can be proud of.

Lainsgburg sophomore 
Kevin Koenig became the 
first state champion in school 
history when he won the 
215-pound title in Division 

3. Koening turned in a 
dominating performance as he 
defeated Patrick Harbin, Jr. of 
Detroit Loyola 14-3.

“I knew I had him after the 
first takedown,” Koenig said. 
“He couldn’t stop it. I wanted 
to go for a pin, but he kept 
stalling on the bottom.”

Winning by a pin was 
important to Koening, who lost 
in the final round of last year’s 

state tournament.
“I would have liked to have 

pinned him, but it felt pretty 
good beating him by a bunch of 
points.”

With the win, Koenig 
finished the season with a 48-3 
record.

After losing in the final by 
technical fall last year, Koenig 
was on a mission this season, 
and he didn’t let up until he 

captured the first MHSAA title 
in school history.

“I wanted to be the first state 
champion in school history,” 
Koenig said. “Ever since the 
eighth grade, I have been 
working for this.” Koening 
believes that winning a state 
title will help the Laingsburg 
wrestling program continue 
to grow. “We’ve only had a 
wrestling team for four years,” 

he said. “I 
feel that by 
winning a 
state title, 
it will help 
get a bunch 
more kids 
to come 
out and 
see what 
wrestling is 
all about.” Kevin Koenig

Dewitt sophomore Austin Melton 
won the Division 2 state title at 
135-pounds after defeating Collin 
Lieber 13-4 in the championship 
match. (Jeff McGinthy Photo)
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Dethroned
New Lothrop, Behind 

Seniors Cody Symons, 
Josh Wendling And Taylor 
Krupp Stopped, Hudson’s 

Bid For Winning Its 
Sixth Consecutive State 

Championship When 
They Defeated The Tigers 

During The D4 Finals Held 
Feb. 22 At Kellogg Arena In 

Battle Creek 

Check Out 
More Photos At

www.highschoolsportsscene.com

John Raffel
Sports Scene

New Lothrop celebrated a Division 4 state title in wrestling 
this season. But achieving championship success isn’t new for the 
Hornets.

New Lothrop was most recently in a championship match in 
2007 when it lost to Addison. However, the Hornets hoisted the 
trophy in 2003 and 2004. The title this year ends the 10-year 
drought.

Jeff Campbell was co-coach with Craig Funsch on the 2003 and 
2004 teams and took care of the coaching this season.

The Hornets stopped Hudson’s bid for a sixth straight state title. 
“It’s a big win; we’ve been chasing these guys for a long time, trying 
to get a chance at them in the finals,” Campbell said. “What’s really 
special for us, besides the win, is seeing the turnout, seeing all the 
support we’ve had, having a little town like we have come together 
with some high schoolers giving everything they’ve got.”

Campbell believes that getting a shot at Hudson made his wres-
tlers more focused.

“What Scott Marry and the coaching staff and their kids have 
done [at Hudson] 
rewriting the re-
cord book of high 
school wrestling,” 
Campbell said. “If 
we were going to 
win it, that’s the 
team we wanted 
to be able to beat. 
They’re the kind 
of program other 

teams are trying to be like.”

Campbell has a 13-year record of 339-63 as New Lothrop’s 
coach.

“I’ve been there 14 years, but it started a long time before I was 
there,” Campbell said. “They’ve been winning at wrestling for a 
long time. It really starts with the youth program. The kids on our 
team wrestled together when they were in first grade.

“They had fun at the youth level. Junior high starts to be more 
serious. We try to make a run each year. It’s one of the programs in 
the state that we can start with the goal of wanting to win a state 
title. We’ve had some great teams that haven’t gotten it done. That 
just shows how hard it is to do because of programs like Hudson, 
Hesperia, Addison, and other teams you always see down there.”

The senior class came through in a major way for New Lothrop, 
Campbell pointed out. “They all play football and they all play 
baseball or run track. They’re all two- or three-sport athletes. 
They’re top 10 in their class. They’re great kids and leaders.”

The fans enjoyed every minute of this season.

“It’s exciting, but it’s nerve-wracking, too,” one of the New 
Lothrop wrestling mothers said, adding that “half the town” follows 
the wresters. “They take it very seriously. These boys put in a lot of 
hours and a lot of time.”

“We have the whole community following,” another wrestling 
mother said. “It’s been such a long four years, and finally, it paid off 
and we are here. Every year was a hope that this would be the year, 
and we left disappointed. But not this year.

“It’s a very big sport. These kids start when they’re six or seven 
years old and keep wrestling right on through. They become a fam-
ily and they’re tight brothers. This year, we have a big group, which 
makes it even better. I’ll keep following them. I have a younger son 
coming up.”

Symons Key 
Contributor 

In Hornets 
Championship Run

Julius Widman Photos

“One thing I always do is pay attention,” Symons said. “I am 
constantly paying attention. Listening to teachers, listening 
to coaches, doing everything they tell you to do. Doing all the 
little things, study, do the homework, get everything done. Do 
things right, and make sure you know what you are doing, or ask 
questions. Sometimes you don’t get the best response out of your 
teacher or coach, but you learn.”

He learned those attributes at home. “I’m really busy, but 
I have a good work ethic,” Symons said. “I got that from my 
parents.”

According to New Lothrop wrestling coach Jeff Campbell, 
that is why New Lothrop High School has produced great stu-
dent/athletes over the years – family.

“This says a lot about his family,” Campbell said of Symons. 
“He has a family that is involved in all levels of our youth sports 
and varsity sports. He has a younger brother on the team, and 
two more younger brothers coming up, and his parents have 
done a good job with those four boys.”

But Campbell sees this all over New Lothrop, starting with his 
team.

“Our team GPA is 3.89, so we have a lot of kids like Cody,” 
Campbell said. “That is a testament to our community as much 
as anything. Our test scores are high in our town, and grades 
and test scores are important. Community, church, and family is 

very important in New Lothrop.”

All of the hard work is paying off for Symons.

Last fall, playing offensive tackle and defensive end, he helped 
his football team to the state semifinals.

In wrestling, he helped lead the Hornets to the Division 4 
state championship, knocking off five-time champion Hudson in 
the process. He also finished his individual career with his third 
medal and all-state performance, taking third for the second 
straight year.

“After last week I was pretty proud,” Symons said. “My senior 
year has been awesome. In football we made it to the semifinals 
there. And then going to wrestling and winning a team title 
there. It’s been a great senior year.”

But now, he is thinking of his future and deciding where to 
continue his studies.

“Right now I am thinking about the University of Michigan,” 
Symons said. “I just got accepted a couple of weeks ago, and 
I’m really proud of that. Right now I’m thinking I want to study 
engineering, but I’m not 100 percent sure.”

Another successful Hornet in the making. “The kid has his 
priorities in order,” Campbell said. “Sports are a privilege, and 
he has the right to do them if he does it the right way and can 
manage his time and keep his grades high. And he’s done that.”

Jeff Chaney
Sports Scene

AUBURN HILLS, MI – To say that New Lo-
throp senior Cody Symons has a busy schedule 
would be a bit of an understatement.

Not only does Symons work on his family’s 
1,000-acre farm, waking early to do chores, 
but he also is a two-sport athlete, participating 
in football and wrestling.

Besides that, he is his class valedictorian, 
carrying a GPA of 4.0.

He fits chores, practices, games, and meets 
into his busy schedule, and he also studies, 
which makes him a true student/athlete.

How does he do it?

New Lothrop Knocks Off 
Hudson To Win D4 Title

www.laclair.com

FINDNEW ROADS
TM

12709 W. Brady Rd. Chesaning • 989-845-3057

Your Winning Team in Chesaning
Jeff Flory
New Car 
Sales Manager

Kurt 
Nichols
Sales

Dave 
Sanders
Sales

Bob
Bovee
Sales

ALMA
3680 W MONROE RD  
800.990.4299
HOURS: M-F 7AM -5:30PM, SAT 8AM -12PM



16                    February / March               High School Sports Scene - Keeping Kids In The News                      www.highschoolsportsscence.com 17  www.highschoolsportsscence.com                    High School Sports Scene - Keeping Kids In The News            February / March 

Full Color Printing
Brochures
Invitations

Office Supplies

Arrow Swift Printing

Tickets
Fax & Copy Services

Booklet Binding
Offset Printing

Let us help your business

“Think Beyond the Ink”
We offer a variety of services including...

Lamination
Envelopes
Stationary
Resumes

221 E. Saginaw Street ~ Breckenridge, MI 48615
arrowswift@frontier.com

989-842-1300  Fax: 989-842-1301

WE HAVE MOVED! 3984 W. Monroe (M-46)
Alma, MI 48801
www.premier-com.com

Ph.: (989) 463-4532
Fax: (989) 463-4560
Toll Free: 1-877-681-3064

YOUR #1 SOURCE FOR MILL ACCESSORIES

• Square & Round Spouting & Accessories • Truss Kits •Screw Conveyors & Parts
• Power Transmission Components • Belting, Buckets & Fasteners • Drag Conveyors & Accessories

• Level Controls • Bin Sweeps and Unloading Equipment

SPORTS SCENE’S INSIDE WRESTLING

Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

For those who think that winning a state 
championship is easy, a conversation with New 
Lothrop senior Josh Wendling may change their 
minds.

As a returning state champion, many people 
around New Lothrop and in wrestling circles 
thought that a repeat state title for Wending was a 
given.

Not so fast, according to Wendling. “A lot of 
people thought that I would win the state title 
automatically,” he said. “Everyone thought I would 
win easy. It’s not that easy. I felt a lot of pressure. 
Winning another one is sweet. It was just a blast.”

Wendling needed to grind to win his title, as he 
defeated Mark Workman of Hesperia 13-7 to win 

the 160-pound title in Division 4.
Wendling finished his career at New Lothrop 

with a 202-24 overall record. This year, he turned 
in a 56-4 record.

Along with the expectation of winning a second 
state title, Wendling had another distraction that 
made winning the second title more difficult. The 
week leading up to the individual state title came 
on the heels of New Lothrop’s dramatic win over 
Hudson to take the Division 4 team state title. After 
helping New Lothrop win the team title, he had 
to deal with the post-championship celebrations 
around New Lothrop.

“I had to keep my mind right,” Wendling said. 
“Everyone was talking about the team state all 
week, and it was tough keeping my mind on the 
task at hand. I thought I was able to do that and 
keep myself at the top of my game.”

Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

This year’s Division 4 
individual state finals had an 
extra-special meaning for the 
Krupp family of New Lothrop.

After experiencing 
disappointments in the past at 
the finals, this year’s led to sweet 
celebration.

Last year, as a junior, Taylor 
Krupp lost in overtime in the 
160-pound championship match.

Taylor’s older brother Justin 
was there to experience that 
disappointment with Taylor. 
Like Taylor, Justin knew the 
disappointment of coming up 
just short in the finals. During his 
high school career, Justin twice 
reached the state finals and twice 
came up short.

This year, the disappointments 
of coming up short were swept 
away in one moment, as Taylor 
scored a takedown in the final 
10 seconds of his match with 
Shane Rodenburg of Kent City. 
The takedown provided the 
deciding points, giving Krupp 
a 6-5 decision over Rodenburg. 
Making the moment even more 
special was having Justin, a New 
Lothrop assistant, right there on 

the mat.
“Justin is my coach, and he 

was the first one who hugged me 
after the match,” Taylor said. “It 
was sweet having Justin there 
when I finally won it. It was a 
great brother-bonding moment. It 
was great to share it with him. He 
was there to see me lose last year, 
and now he was here to see me 
win this year. ” 

With the win, Krupp ended the 
season with a 56-0 record.

Krupp’s opponent Rodenburg 
ended his season with a 52-2 
record. Krupp had defeated 
Rodenburg 5-3 in overtime two 
weeks prior in the regional finals.

“I felt like we were going to 
overtime again,” Krupp said. “I 
didn’t want to be in that position 
again, so I saw an opportunity 
and took it.”  

Making the day even sweeter 
for the Krupp family was that 
younger brother Connor, a 
freshman, placed fifth at 103 
pounds.

“This was not only a great day 
for me but for my family, also,” 
Taylor said. “Having Justin there 
when I finally won it was special. 
He’s my coach, and he knows all 
the work that I put in. That was 
huge having him here.”

New 
Lothrop's 

Taylor Krupp 
finished 

the season 
56-0 after 

winning the 
Division 4  

state title at 
171 pounds. 

A week  
earlier 
Krupp 

helped New 
Lothrop win 

the D4 team 
title over 
Hudson. 

(Paige 
Bennett 

Photo)

Sweet repeat for New Lothrop's Josh Wendling
New 

Lothrop's 
Josh 

Wendling 
repeated 
as state 

champion 
with his 

win at 160 
pounds. 

(Paige 
Bennett 

Photo)

Family Tradition

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Dundee vs. Richmond.
It just seems like a natural match-up in the Division 

3 wrestling state finals.
That was the case again this year, with the two 

teams going at it on Feb. 22 at Battle Creek’s Kellogg 
Arena. Dundee prevailed 35-26. Last year when the 
two teams met, Richmond prevailed 34-23. Richmond 
also won in 2011 over Lake Fenton 33-22 and in 2010 
over Dundee 24-23.

Dundee finished runner-up to Goodrich in 2008 and 
2009, also, but won it in 2007 over Richmond 29-26. 
Richmond faced other teams in the finals in 2000, 
2002, and 2004, winning it in 2000 and 2002.

“How many times have we wrestled in the finals?” 

asked Dundee coach Tim Roberts, who has a 15-year 
record of 414-55-1. “It’s a bunch. I have a ton of 
respect for them. They’re such a well-coached team 
and a class community and program. They do such a 
good job.

“It’s a great rivalry. I respect them so much. It’s 
tough to be with them in the finals.”

Why are the two teams almost always in the finals?
“I don’t know,” Roberts replied. “I guess we’re both 

doing good jobs.”
He’s hoping it will continue in the future, but “[w]

e’re losing a lot of seniors,” he said. “This is one of 
my heavier senior groups. We’ll have to do a lot of 
work to get back here next year.”

Blue Devils coach Brandon Day would like to see 
his team return to the finals again, but with better 
results.

“I’m proud of the kids,” he said. “We have awesome 
kids, awesome parents. The best fans here. It is what it 
is. You can’t win every time. But we’ll do whatever it 
takes to come back and give it another shot.”

Day gives credit to both programs. “You win all 
the time when you do things right all the time,” Day 
said. “We have two programs that do things right. You 
win some times when you cut corners and you cheat. 
We’re here every year because other teams in our 
division cut corners and it gets exposed out here in the 
semifinals. They [Dundee] don’t cut corners, and we 
don’t cut corners.

“We’re similar programs. Their kids are tough, our 
kids are tough.”

Will it continue?
“It’d better,” Day smiled. “We’re not going 

anywhere.” 

Dundee
Repeats
in D3
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The much-anticipated 
rematch between Detroit 
Catholic Central and 
Davison was what the 
fans wanted to see 
during the Division 1 
final at Kellogg Arena 
in Battle Creek on 
February 22. And that is 
exactly what they got, as 

the wrestling powers squared off for the second 
year in a row to determine the top D1 team in the 
state.

Earlier in the year, Davison defeated Catholic 
Central by three points, but this time around, 
the Shamrocks claimed a 34-19 victory over the 
Cardinals. They finished the match by scoring the 
final 21 points to claim the victory.

Davison, top-ranked all season and top-seeded 
coming into the MHSAA finals, couldn’t hang 
on to a 19-13 lead through eight matches, and 
the match was decided when two of the premier 
wrestlers in the state squared off. Catholic Central’s 
Drew Garcia outlasted Davison’s Jordan Cooks 
3-1 in overtime to help clinch the Shamrocks’ third 
straight D1 title. Both Garcia and Cooks were 
reigning two-time individual champions.

Garcia would go on to win this third title a 
week later, while Cooks was ousted on his way to 
another state championship.

“This was what the fans wanted to see, and 
hopefully we didn’t disappoint,” said Catholic 
Central coach Mitch Hancock. “This is what the 
kids dream about. Getting here is one thing, but 
taking it to that next level and winning a state 
championship is so rewarding. When DCC and 
Davison gets together, its always going to be a 
grudge match, and that’s exactly what the fans 
got.”

The win marked Catholic Central’s 11th team 
title, which ties the MHSAA record for most in 
Class A/Division 1 history.

“This ties Temperance-Bedford for the most in 
Division 1 history. That shows how hard the kids 
work in this wrestling program,” said Hancock, 
who has guided the Shamrocks to a 149-32 
record over seven seasons as head coach. “That’s 
something we take a lot of pride in. But I told the 
entire team, coaches, and parents at the beginning 
of the season that we were not to mention the 
[word] three-peat. Every year is different, and 
our goal was to go out and try to win a state 
championship.”

Davison coach Roy Hall is no stranger to the big 
stage of the state tournament. From 2000-2006, he 
guided the Cardinals to six state titles, and during 
the last 14 years, Davison has made the final match 
14 times.

Although Davison lost, Hall credited Garcia 
and Cooks for putting on a great show for the 
fans. “Garcia is tough,” he said. “Those are two of 
the better kids in the country. Cooks is legit.”

Davison led 19-13 with Justin Oliver’s pin at 140 
pounds. Then Myles Amine (145) and older brother 
Malik Amine (152) earned consecutive decisions to 
pull the Shamrocks even before Nick Bennett’s pin 
at 160 opened up a 25-19 lead for Catholic Central.

Catholic Central freshman Tyler Morland faced 
senior Thomas Garty at 171, coming back from a 
5-4 deficit to win 9-5 and set the scene for Garcia’s 
heroics.

Catholic Central’s Nick Geise (215) ended 
the match with a 4-1 triumph. “This is all about 
Catholic Central High school, representing 
Catholic Central, the administration, the parents, 
and giving glory to God,” added Hancock. 

“We would not be able to do this without any of 
them.” 

DCC 3-peats Defeats Davison for 
second year in row in D1 

finals
Swan Valley wrestling coach Darrell 

Burchfield said, “Don’t let the score 
fool you,” after his team lost a 58-9 
Division 3 semifinal match to eventual 
state champion Dundee.

“When someone sees that score, 
they will think that we were blown 
off the mat,” he continued. “Do I like 
to see that score? Heck no, I don’t, 
but Dundee is a better team than we 
are, but not by much. I guess if you 
have to lose, it doesn’t hurt to lose to a 
defending state champion.”

Swan Valley’s Matt Santos gave 
the Vikings a 3-0 lead, earning a 
6-5 decision in the first match. He 
was coming off a gut-wrenching 
performance in the quarterfinal the 

night before, where he needed a 
three-overtime performance to defeat 
defending state champion Devin 
Schroeder of Grand Rapids Catholic 
Central so that the Vikings could 
advance to the semifinal.

“When you need a victory over a 
state champion like Devin, and you are 
the guy that needs to get the victory, 
now that’s pressure,” Santos said after 
his victory over Schroeder. “That kind 
of stuff right there I live for.”

Santos’ victory against Dundee got 
Swan Valley started on the right foot, 
but Dundee won the next nine matches, 
a string that included five consecutive 
pins, to take a 46-3 lead.

“We made a few mistakes along 

the way, and at this level you can’t do 
that,” said Burchfield. “At this point, I 
couldn’t be happier for a great bunch 
of kids, who have dedicated themselves 
to getting better. We have to get our 
numbers up, and we have to get down 
here again to get that experience. These 
teams are not that much better than we 
are.”

Steve Becker broke the Dundee string 
at 285 pounds with a 4-2 win. KJ Suitor 
gave the Vikings their other win, a 5-2 
decision at 112.

Swan Valley made it to the semifinal 
with a 32-27 win over Grand Rapids 
Catholic Central. It finished the season 
with a record of 41-2.

 

Vikings enjoy solid season

 KJ Suitor ousted in D3 finals at 112 pounds

Left: Davison battled, but Detroit Catholic Central pulled away late, scoring the final 21 points 
to defeat the Cardinals 34-19 in the Division 1 finals held at Kellogg Arena in Battle Creek. This 
page top: Swan Valley's Darrell Burchfield guided his team to a 41-2 record in 2013-14. Bottom: 
Swan Valley's KJ Suitor finished second in the Division 2 finals. (Staff Photos)

Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

Although Swan Valley sophomore KJ Suitor finished second at the 
Division 3 individual state finals, the future appears bright for him 
and his teammates.

Suitor finished second in the 112-pound weight class and ended 
the season with a 54-3 record. 

“I was very excited to make the state finals,” Suitor said. “A lot 
of people don’t get that chance. I just tried to go out and execute the 
game plan. It was just disappointing it didn’t go like I wanted it to.”

Suitor was not the only Swan Valley wrestler to earn all-state 
honors. Fellow sophomore Matt Santos placed fourth at 125 pounds 
and ended the season with a 58-2 record. Junior Collin Dole placed 
third at 135 pounds and ended the year with a 53-6 record, while 
junior Sam McLean placed seventh at 145 pounds and ended the 
year with a 60-5 mark.

“We had three other guys make all-state, and I’m very proud of 
how they wrestled,” Suitor said. “All of the guys placed, and every 
one battled.”

With those wrestlers all returning next season, Swan Valley has 
some high expectations. “We have a bright future ahead of us,” 
Suitor said.

Suitor plans to use this year’s second-place finish as motivation 
to improve next year. “I finished seventh last year, and I used it as 
motivation this year,” he said. “Now I’m going to use second place 
this year as motivation to win a state championship next year.”  
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TT he Shark wrestlers 
made a historic run at 
an elusive regional 
title, but came up one 

point short 39-38 in a hard-fought 
battle with Carson City during the 
2014 regional finals. 

   Just to get to that point in their 
season, St. Louis wrestlers had to 
top a tough Montabella team in the 
district, which they did 43-22.  
Then they ended Kent City’s sea-
son in dramatic fashion when the 
Sharks won the regional semifinal 
match 30-27. 

   Overall, the 2013-2014 Sharks 
compiled an 18-2 record and fin-
ished in either first or second in 
four weekend tournaments.  They 
also enjoyed breaking the top-10 in 
Michigangrappler’s division four 
team rankings. 

   The team’s first goal of the sea-
son was to win the TVC West, 
which they did with a 5-0 dual meet 
record.  Individual conference hon-
ors are as follows: 

First team 

 103 Marcus Beeson 

 125 Konnor Holton 

 135 Jed Abbott 

 140 Zack Ross 

 189 Clayton Howd 

 285 Mykhalo Hetmanskyy 

Second team 

 112 Adam Zimmerman 

 119 Martin Lopez 

 130 Logan Seeley 

   Other individual honors were 
earned by two wrestlers who sur-
passed the 100 win mark.  These 
athletes include Zack Ross and Jed 
Abbott. 

   Ross (left) re-
ceived his 100th 
win  at the Mon-
tabella team du-
als and finished 
his career with  
124 wins. 

   Meanwhile, 
Abbott (left), 
earned his 100th 
win at the Bob 
Threloff Invita-
tional and ended 
his career with 

124.  He also broke the all-time 
school record for pins, which was 
107.  The new record by Abbott is 
111. 

   As far as individuals go, the team 
also managed to place nine wres-
tlers in the top four at the district 
tournament.   

The top four placers were: 

 103 Marcus Beeson 

 119 Konnor Holton 

 135 Jed Abbott 

 145 Zack Ross 

 152 Joe Eager 

 160 Jackson Miller 

 189 Clayton Howd 

 285 Mykhalo Hetmanskyy 

   The Sharks’ wrestling future  
seems to be looking bright as they 
will return 10 starters, two of whom 
are state qualifiers and four others 
who qualified for regionals. 

   “We have youth, which is good 
for numbers, but that doesn’t guar-
antee we reach our goal of a region-
al championship.  We got beat by a 
team that put more into off-season 
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John Raffel
Sports Scene

Boyd Hubbard comes from an avid 
wrestling family in Alma, and it’s not 
surprising that he had a strong season 
on the mat for the Panthers.

Hubbard is a junior who has been 
wrestling for 13 years, three years in 
high school. He went to the state finals 
in 2013 and lost in the blood round.

He won the Sparta and Leslie 
tournaments this season as well as a 
District Title beating eventual state 
champ, Tristin Zienkiewicz and 
qualified for state after placing second 
in the regional , losing to Zienkiewicz. 
He entered the state tournament with a 
record of 44-6.

At The Palace of Auburn Hills for 
the state finals, Hubbard was eighth at 
160 pounds in Division 3. He lost his 
first match, won his next two and fell 
to Brandon Dyke of Allendale in the 
match for seventh place.

“This is my best season so far,” 
Hubbard said. “It’s probably from a 
lot of mat time, like wrestling over the 
summer.”

On the mat, Hubbard considers 
himself quick on his feet. “I get in on 
a lot of shots,” he said. “I normally 
escape from everyone I wrestle.”

He’s wrestling at 160 pounds this 
year after being at 145 and 152 his 
previous seasons. “It was kind of a 
struggle at first,” Hubbard said. “Now, 
it’s just as easy as it was last year, I just 
need to continue to work harder this 
summer and come back stronger and 
quicker than ever!”

Hubbard has three older brothers who 
wrestled at Alma, Bruce, Brett, and 
William. Bruce placed eighth at one 

state final. Brett and William were both 
state qualifiers.

“I’m a lot like them,” Boyd said. 
“The reason I’m wrestling is because 
of them. I had them to wrestle with me. 
Bruce and Brett were lighter weights. 
Will was a heavier weight.”

Their dad, William, wrestled in a high 
school briefly, also, Boyd noted.

Boyd has also lettered in football and 
has run track and played baseball in the 
spring.

Teammate Damian Castillo, who 
has also had a strong season, is a 
junior at 130 pounds. He has wrestled 
since he was four years old and is 
in his third high school season. As a 
freshman at 103, he qualified for state. 
As a sophomore at 125, he was TVC 
champ. He didn’t qualify for state last 
season but did this year as a district and 
regional champ. At the 2014 state finals, 
he won his first match but lost his next 
two and didn’t place.

“I’ve been pretty satisfied with my 
season,” he said. “There have been a 
couple of matches here and there that I 
should not have lost, It happens.”

It was Damian’s best high school 
season.

“I’ve improved a lot,” he said. “I’ve 
been working on moving my feet more 
and getting off from bottom. That’s the 
main thing, keeping my feet moving.”

Working on his feet and getting 
takedowns have been major strengths 
for Castillo.

Standing as high as he can on the 
podium at the state finals is a major 
goal for Castillo.

“A state championship is very 
reasonable for me, I am ready  to 
continue to work for that and see what 
happens?” I will continue to get better,  
“I need to wrestle my best.”

Hubbard leads way for Alma

Alma's 
Boyd  
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best  high 
school 

season 
to date  
earning 
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SPORTS SCENE’S INSIDE WRESTLING

5th Annual
Team and Individual Camps

June 18-21 • June 22-25
Grades 7-12

• Technique Sessions: Wrestlers will go through 
a minimum of 14 hours of instruction and technique.

• Dual Meets: Each wrestler will compete in a minimum of 8 matches. Individual 
wrestlers will be added to teams or used to form separate teams.

• Drill Sessions: Wrestlers will learn the art of drilling. They will spend time each 
day learning to drill what they have learned during their technique sessions.

• Strength and Conditioning: Wrestlers and coaches will learn wrestling specific 
strength and conditioning practices.

Price includes:
• Three nights lodging in award winning hotel
• Four days of exceptional training and competition
• All meals (9) at local restaurants
• A camp t-shirt

ST. IGNACE, MICHIGAN
Individual wrestlers welcome!

Cam Simaz – Div. 1 NCAA Champion
Ryan Churella – Div. 1 NCAA Finalist
Josh Churella – Div. 1 NCAA Finalist
Bubba Gritter – Div. 1 NCAA All-American
Mike Wilcox – Div. 3 NCAA Champion
Roger Chandler – NCAA Div. 1 Fianlist/MSU 
Assoc. Head Coach
Sam Wendlend – MSU Assistant Coach
Brandon Brisette – Olivet Head Coach
Mike McClure – MSU
Bebeto Yewah – 2X Div. 3 NCAA Champion

Dan Osterman – MSU
Jackson Morse – Illinois
Dan Osterman – MSU
Taylor Simaz – Cornell
Gage Peterson – Olivet
Brian Gibbs – MSU
Anthony Jones – MSU
Caleb Grummet – Olivet Assistant Coach
Luke Jones – MSU
John Kargbo – Flat River Wrestling
Boudro R.J., Paul, Brian, Benjamin Boudro

2013 Camp Clinicians

FORMAT

For more info and to 
register see us online at
www.boudrowrestling.com

COST - $250 per Wrestler!

SELL US YOUR CAR MID MICHIGAN”S ONLY 
AUTOTRADER BUYING CENTER

517-803-2568
632 American Rd. • Lansing, Ml

www.shaheenchevrolet.com

FINDNEW ROADS
TM

Next To Celebration Cinema 
Lansing

Mid-Michigan’s Largest 
Chevy Dealer!
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Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

Greenville senior Alec Ward 
may have come up short in his 
bid to win an individual state 
championship at the Division 
2 wrestling finals, but it took 
one of the best wrestlers in 
the history of Michigan high 
school wrestling to knock him 
out.

Ward made it to the 
championship match at 140 
pounds before falling 12-2 to 
four-time state champion Zac 
Hall of St. Johns.

“I was just happy being in 
the finals,” Ward said. 

“I just went out there and 
tried everything I could.”

While Ward was unable 
to snag a state title, he did 
accomplish something that 
few high school wrestlers have 
done, as he placed at state for 
the third time. 

After placing fifth as a 
sophomore, Ward took seventh 
last year and was determined to 
finish higher this year.

“I was pretty upset last year,” 

Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

While a number of Michigan 
high schools have had 
periods when they dominated 
wrestling, few schools can 
boast the overall winning 
consistency of Holt.

In the 48 years that wrestling 
has been a varsity sport at 
Holt, the Rams have posted a 
winning season each and every 
one.

Current head coach Rocky 
Shaft has been involved 
in many of those winning 
seasons. He just completed his 
34th season as head coach and, 
like the previous 33 seasons, 
it was another success. The 
Rams turned in a 26-5 record in 
dual meets. They  also won the 
conference championship and 
a district title before falling to 
Hartland in the team regional.

“It was a good year,” Shaft 
said. “We had our ups and 
downs here and there, but the 
kids learned from those, and 
it was a good year. We had a 
good group of kids.”

The Rams had a number of 
highlights during the season. 
They began the season by 
travelling to North Canton, 
Ohio, to take part in a 33-
team tournament, where they 
finished fourth against some of 
the top wrestling programs in 
the state of Ohio.

Holt also won its own 
tournament in January that 
included state-ranked teams 
Davison, Detroit Catholic 
Central, Bedford, and Princeton 
City from Cincinnati, Ohio. 

The Rams also featured 
outstanding individual 
wrestlers like Benny Gomez 
at 112 pounds. Gomez, a 

2013 state champion, took a 
47-1 record into this year’s 
state individual finals. Martin 
Rodriguez also had a good 
year. Wrestling at 125 pounds, 
Rodriguez took a 41-1 record 
into the state finals, where he 
is wrestled in the 119-pound 

weight class.
“Benny and Martin have had 

great years, but we had a lot of 
good wrestlers this year,” Shaft 
said. “We had a lot of good role 
players and kids doing fine jobs 
all through the lineup. We also 
had a good group of younger 

kids step up this year.”
Wrestlers stepping up each 

year has been a key to Holt’s 
success over the years under 
Shaft.

“We’ve won state three 
times, and we finished second 
in the state once,” Shaft said. 

“We’ve never had a losing 
season, and the tradition of 
winning has been here a long 
time. No senior class ever 
wants to be the first class to 
have a losing season at Holt.”

An important factor in Holt’s 
winning seasons is the feeder 
program. “A big reason for our 
success is the Holt Wrestling 
Club,” Shaft said. “The kids 
get on the mat and receive solid 
instruction. You can’t ask for 
more than that.”

Shaft also likes his wrestlers 
to be involved in more than just 
one sport. 

“I’m old school in that I 
like the kids to do more than 
just one sport,” Shaft said. 
“Some of my best wrestlers 
played multiple sports. Playing 
different sports just helps kids 
overall.”

Shaft himself was a multiple-
sport athlete at Holt High 
School. While he was an 
accomplished wrestler who 
made it to the state meet, 
he also played football and 
baseball during his playing 
days. 

Holt wrestlers also take pride 
in the tradition of the program 
and do whatever it takes to 
keep the string of winning 
seasons going.

“The kids learn in the lower 
levels what it takes to be 
successful,” Shaft said. 

“They know what it takes to 
win, and it starts when the kids 
get in the program. Everyone 
is expected to pull their weight 
and step up to the plate, even 
a kid who may not have a 
winning record. They will not 
roll over and get pinned. If they 
lose by one point, they will do 
what it takes to get a one-point 
win next time.”   

Holt wrestlers have tradition of excellence

Holt's Rocky Shaft keeps going strong after 33 years on the bench coaching the Rams. Shaft 
guided Holt to a 26-5 dual meet record this season. (Alan Holben Photo)

Greenville's Ward loses to Hall in finals

he said. 
“I finished seventh after 

placing fifth as a sophomore. 

I worked real hard all summer 
to improve and finish higher. I 
was happy to get here.”

Ward hopes to wrestle in 
college and is still deciding 
where to continue his wrestling 

career and his academic 
studies.   

Greenville's 
Alec Ward   

put up a good 
fight, but was 

tasked with 
facing St. 

Johns' Zac 
Hall in the 

finals. Ward 
lost to Hall 
12-2. (Jeff 
McGinthy 

Photo)
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 H
ILLS, M

I – Th
is year’s M

ichigan H
igh 

School 
A

thletic 
A

ssociation 
Individual 

W
restling 

C
ham

pionships once again show
cased the best high 

school w
restlers in the state.

Th
e three-day spectacle of athleticism

 and brute force 
at Th

e Palace of A
uburn H

ills culm
inated w

ith 56 
cham

pions being crow
ned in four divisions.

Th
e follow

ing is H
igh School Sports Scene’s D

ream
 

Team
 – the best of the best in our opinion. It is a team

 
that is m

ade up of w
restlers in all four divisions.

Sports Scene's wrestler of the year

Sports 
Scene's
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Zac H
all, Sr. St. Johns H

igh School: H
all becam

e just the 18th w
restler 

to w
in four state titles. H

e did that w
hen he beat G

reenville’s A
lec W

ard 12-2 in the 
140-pound final of D

ivision 2. Th
is accom

plishm
ent has now

 happened three straight 
years, as Fow

lerville heavyw
eight A

dam
 C

oon did it last year, and form
er St. Johns 

team
m

ate Taylor M
assa did it tw

o years ago. A
ll three of these special w

restlers w
ill 

now
 be team

m
ates at the U

niversity of M
ichigan.

Ben 
Freem

an, 
Fr. 

W
alled 

Lake 
Central 

High School: Th
is ninth grader m

ade a huge 
statem

ent at this year’s finals, winning a 
state title by beating all four of his D

ivision 
1 opponents by technical fall. H

e finishes his 
freshm

an year with a 46-1 record.

Lincoln Olson, Jr. Davison High School: Th
e 

talented junior easily won his third state title 
by beating all four of his opponents at the state 
m

eet by technical fall. N
ext year he will be on a 

m
ission to be the 19th four-tim

er in the state.

Logan M
assa, Jr. St. Johns High School: 

Th
is is another wrestler with the sport in 

his blood. H
is father wrestled at Ferris State 

University, and his brother Taylor, who was a 
four-tim

e state cham
pion, now wrestles for the 

University of M
ichigan. Logan M

assa won his 
second state title the sam

e way he won his first, 
with a pin.

Jordan Atienza, Sr. Livonia Franklin High 
School: Atienza had an im

pressive senior 
season, finishing his year with an incredible 
67-1 record. H

is only loss cam
e when he 

bum
ped up two weight classes to wrestle 

D
avison two-tim

e cham
pion Jordan Cooks at 

the team
 state finals.

Drew Garcia, Sr. Detroit Catholic Central High 
School: Th

is Cornell-bound wrestler won his 
third state title and did it by winning a very 
diffi

cult weight class. N
ot only did he have to 

beat D
avison’s Jordan Cooks, a returning two-

tim
e cham

pion, in the sem
ifinal, but he also 

had to beat a very athletic and strong D
evan 

Richter in the final.

Angus Arthur, Jr. St. Johns High School: Th
is 

Redwing had to beat a form
er team

m
ate to 

win his second state cham
pionship, beating 

Lowell senior G
arett Stehley in the D

ivision 2 
189-pound final to do so. Arthur and Stehley 
were team

m
ates on the Lowell team

 during 
Arthur’s freshm

an season. H
e transferred to 

St. Johns after his ninth-grade year.

Josh 
Colegrove, 

Jr. 
Lowell 

High 
School: 

Colegrove m
issed last year’s state finals, as he 

was recovering from
 ACL surgery to repair 

an injury that he sustained during football 
season. But he cam

e back strong his junior 
season, winning the state title at 215. H

e also 
helped the Red Arrows to win the team

 title 
in D

ivision 2.

Ryan Prescott, Jr. W
hittem

ore-Prescott High 
School: Prescott cruised through his junior 
season with an undefeated record and his 
second state title. H

e pinned his way through 
his four opponents to win the D

ivision 4 
heavyweight title.

Ben Griffin, Sr. Canton High School: Th
is m

ay 
have been the m

ost diffi
cult weight class to 

pick, but our nod goes to G
riffi

n, who wrestled 
a strong state finals in winning his first state 
title. And he needed som

e late heroics to win 
the cham

pionship m
atch over H

owell’s Ben 
Calandrino.

Austin 
Eicher, 

Sr. 
Hartland 

High 
School: 

Eicher won his second state title while injured. 
H

e wrestled through the D
ivision 1 135-pound 

weight class with torn cartilage in his ribs but 
toughed it out to becom

e not only  a two-tim
e 

state cham
pion, but also H

artland’s only two-
tim

e state placer.

Cole W
eaver, Sr. Hudson High School: Th

is 
weight class was very top heavy. N

ot only do 
you have W

eaver, a three-tim
e state cham

pion 
for H

udson, but you also have our W
restler of 

the Year in H
all, and three-tim

e finalist, two-
tim

e D
ivision 3 state cham

pion, Leslie’s Zehlin 
Storr. It was a tough call, but winning three 
team

 titles and three individual titles gave 
W

eaver the edge over Storr.

Kyle 
Simaz, 

Sr. 
Allegan 

High 
School: 

Th
is 

im
pressive athlete has wrestling in his blood. His 

father and his uncle were great wrestlers, as were 
his older brothers: Eric, Cam

, and Taylor who were 
all state cham

pions. W
ith Kyle’s two state titles, the 

brothers have a total of eight, as Eric won one, Cam
 

won three, and Taylor won two. Kyle will be joining 
Cam

 and Taylor at Cornell University next year. 
Cam

 is a coach and form
er National Cham

pion for 
the Big Red, and Taylor will be a sophom

ore.

Lucas Hall, So. Lowell High School: Th
is 

sophom
ore had quite the final week of the 

high school wrestling season. N
ot only was 

he instrum
ental in helping his team

 win the 
D

ivision 2 team
 title, but he also capped off his 

season with an undefeated record by winning 
the 112-pound cham

pionship.

Devin Schroder, So. Grand Rapids Catholic 
Central High School: Th

is sophom
ore won 

his second state title by winning one of the 
m

ore diffi
cult weight classes in D

ivision 3, if 
not in all four divisions. N

ot only did he have 
to beat Ida’s Alex M

artinez, a wrestler he beat 
in the finals last year at 112, in the sem

ifinals, 
but he also had to beat another returning state 
cham

pion, Leslie’s Kanen Storr, in the final.

Jacob A
larie, sr., B

ay C
ity W

estern
Brandon A

yris, sr., C
lare

A
aron B

aum
an, sr., N

ew
 Lothrop

G
lenn B

eardsley, fr., Farw
ell

Jared B
ennett, jr., R

ockford
Jordan B

ennett, jr., Lakew
ood

K
evin Briscoe, jr., C

hippew
a H

ills
C

hase C
hallender, sr., C

harlotte
D

on D
avidson, sr., M

ontabella
K

anon D
ean, sr., Low

ell
Zeth D

ean, soph., Low
ell

D
erek D

ecker, jr., C
arson C

ity-C
rystal

D
illon D

ecker, jr., C
arson C

ity-C
rystal

C
ollin D

ole, jr., Sw
an Valley

R
ylan D

roscha, sr., M
ason

Johnny D
urham

, sr., M
ontabella

Logan Em
ery, sr., C

lare
Joe Foret, sr., G

arber

M
itch Franklin, Sr., Birch Run

Th
om

as G
arty, sr., D

avison
B

enny G
om

ez, jr., H
olt

Jordan H
all, jr., Low

ell
John H

ollingshead, sr., M
idland D

ow
Brandon H

oule, sr., R
ockford

B
oyd H

ubbard, jr., A
lm

a
D

erek H
um

phrey, sr., D
avison

D
erek K

rajew
ski, sr., Low

ell
G

eorge Lahar, jr., Birch Run
N

ick M
cG

han, soph., Tri C
ounty

M
att M

iller, sr., D
avison

D
allas O

’G
reen, soph., C

arson C
ity-C

rystal
R

ichie O
strander, sr., C

hippew
a H

ills
D

evon Pingel, soph., N
orth Branch

D
alton R

oberts, sr., Fow
lerville

D
om

inic Russ, sr., D
avison

M
att Santos, soph., Sw

an Valley

C
hristian Schoenherr, jr., B

ay C
ity W

estern
Th

om
as Schoenherr, soph., B

ay C
ity W

estern
Joe Shuler, jr., M

eridian
K

J Suitor, soph., Sw
an Valley

C
ody Sym

ons, sr., N
ew

 Lothrop
N

ick Torres, sr., Bullock C
reek

N
ate W

eckesser, sr., Big R
apids

Ty W
ildm

o, jr., St. Johns
D

rew
 W

ixson, jr., St. Johns

Jordan C
ooks, sr., D

avison
Jared Elliott, sr., Birch Run
Eric Fader, sr., M

eridian
B

ailey Jack, sr., Low
ell

Taylor K
rupp, sr., N

ew
 Lothrop

Justin O
liver, sr., D

avison
Ian Parker, soph., St. Johns
A

lec W
ard, sr., G

reenville
A

lex Young, jr., Portland
Tristen Zienkiew

icz, sr., Farw
ell
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SPORTS SCENE’S INSIDE WRESTLING
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John Raffel
Sports Scene

Brad Osterman’s wrestling 
career for the Carson City-Crystal 
Eagle wrestling team ended at the 
Division 4 team finals on Feb. 21 at 
Battle Creek.

In the Eagles’ quarterfinal match 
with Hesperia, Osterman, wrestling 
at 285 pounds, decisioned Josh 
Erke 3-1 in overtime. With five 
matches left, Osterman’s win cut 
Hesperia’s lead to 23-18. But the 
Panthers won the next four matches 
to clinch a 44-21 win and end the 
Eagles’ strong season at 25-3.

Osterman, a senior, ended a 
two-year career and brought back 
memories of his brother Dan, who 
had a stellar three-year stint with 
the Eagles before wrestling at St. 
Johns and later at Michigan State 
University.

Brad, a heavyweight, finished 
with a 31-11 record this year. 
He did not advance to the state 
individual finals.

“He’s wrestled well for us this 
year,” said coach Kacy Datema. 
“He’s beaten some real good 
kids, and he’s had some close 
matches with some ranked kids.” 
He had several second places at 
tournaments.

Brad wrestled until seventh grade 
then decided to take a break and 
focus on football.

“I started back up my sophomore 
year and got an injury,” he said. 
“So I’ve only wrestled last year and 
this year. Last year was sort of a 
‘getting-back-into it’ year. I forgot 
some things. I won some matches 
and lost some matches. It was a 
matter of getting it all back.

“This year, I’ve excelled 
at heavyweight. I have more 
endurance than most of the guys 
I’ve wrestled.”

He’s definitely improved this 
season. “My brother comes down 
and helps us in practices; he brings 
one of his friends and helps out,” 
Brad said. “He showed me a lot.”

Brad said he likes the individual 
aspect of wrestling but tends to be 
more team-oriented.

Datema’s current assistant, Trent 
Ward, was coaching when Dan 
Osterman wrestled for the Eagles.

“I’ve had Brad the last two 
years,” Ward said. “Danny lived 
and breathed and ate and slept 
wrestling. Both are great kids, kids 
you want around. They’re very 
quiet and do not say a whole lot. 
Danny, I remember his freshman 
year winning the state title. He 
probably wasn’t expected to win a 
state title that year. But he was an 
extremely hard worker and very 
goal-oriented. He had his mind set 
on what he wanted to do, and he 
did it.

“Brad had to come up in the 
shoes of Danny, and I think some 
of that pressure might have gotten 
to Brad a little bit, trying to fill the 
shoes of a brother who’s a three-
time state champion and a state 
runner-up. Quality-wise, Brad 
has all the intangibles Danny had. 
He’s a very solid wrestler and a 
very hard worker. They’re totally 
different, with their body styles.”

Dan was with the Eagles three 
seasons and was at St. Johns as a 
senior. He was state runner-up as 
a sophomore and was state champ 
the other three years. He started 
at 103 pounds as a freshman and 
finished his high school career at 
135.

Dan wrestled four seasons at 
MSU and qualified for NCAA 
tournament action three times.

“We have a great relationship,” 
Dan said. “We’re really close. This 
year, I’ve really got to be a part of 
his senior year. My eligibility is 
up for MSU. During the season, I 
was coming up a couple of times a 
week to help with practice. During 
his matches, I coach him. We’re 
pretty close.”

Both Ostermans got into 
wrestling at a young age.

They’re at different weight 
classes, “but I almost wrestled 
like a bigger guy,” Dan said. “I 
was good at Greco, so I like to 
lock up and go upper body. That’s 
something [Brad] does. We both 
have that type of a style.”

“I like to pace myself and see 
how the guy is moving,” Brad said. 
“I’m normally quicker than my 
opponent. They have size on me. 
I use my speed and strength to my 
advantage. I can normally break 
them down.”

Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

A takedown 
with fewer than 10 
seconds remaining 
in the 160-pound 
championship 
match proved to 
be the difference 
for Farwell 
senior Tristen 
Zienkiewicz, who 
brought home the 
state title.

The takedown 
proved to be the 
deciding points, 
and Zienkiewicz 
defeated Jared 
Elliott of Birch Run 

4-3 to win the title 
in the Division 3 
individual finals 
at The Palace of 
Auburn Hills.

“I was thinking, 
‘Oh my God, 
oh my God,’ ” 
Zienkiewicz said. 
“This was a dream 
come true. I just 
went out there and 
decided to go for it. 
I just decided to go 
for it at the end and 
whatever was there 
to take it.”

He used an inside 
trip to score the 
takedown to win 
the title.

Zienkiewicz 

finished sixth at last 
year’s state finals 
and trained all off-
season to prepare 
for one final run at 
a championship.

“This is just 
awesome,” he 
said. “It has been 
a dream of mine 
to win state since I 
was six years old.”

Zienkiewicz 
finished the season 
with a 50-2 record 
and hopes to 
wrestle in college. 
“I want to wrestle 
Division I in 
college,” he said. “I 
don’t want to settle 
for anything less.”  

CC-C's Osterman follows brother's lead

Carson City's Brad Osterman played a key role in helping the Eagles to advance to the 
Division 4 quarterfinals at Kellogg Arena against Hesperia. Hesperia would go on to win 
the match 44-21. Carson City finished the year 25-3. (Joe Vozar Photo)

Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

Corunna sophomore Tristan 
Serbus did something that has 
not been done by a Corunna 
wrestler in a while,  and he 
avenged his only defeat in the 
process.

He won a state 
championship.

Serbus defeated Brendan 
Abrigo of Manchester 10-6 in 
the Division 3 championship 
match at 103 pounds. Serbus 
kept on the pressure from 
beginning to the end to 
claim the state title. The win 
avenged the only that loss 
Serbus suffered this season, 
as he finished with a 46-1 
record.

“It feels awesome,” Serbus 
said. “I just worked hard and 

did what my coaches said: 
attack, attack, attack. I’m 
so glad I have my coaches 
and all my other teammates 
behind me.”

Serbus was the first 
Corunna wrestler to bring 
home a state title in over two 
decades. “I have been told 
that it’s like 23 years since 
we’ve had a state champion,” 
he said. “I hope winning 
this state title makes more 
kids want to come out for 
wrestling and makes other 
Corunna wrestlers want to go 
to state, also.”

Serbus put in plenty of time 
to make his dream come true. 
“I worked hard in the off-
season,” he said. “I just want 
to work harder and harder this 
summer to come back and 
have an even better season.”

Corunna's Serbus wins state championship

Farwell's Zienkiewicz lives out lifelong dream

Farwell's 
Tristen 

Zienkiewicz  
won the 

Division 3 
160-pound 

state title 
over Birch 

Run' s Jerry 
Elliott. (Jamie 

McNich 
Photo)

Corunna 
sophomore 

Tristan 
Serbus  

defeated 
Manchester's  

Brendan 
Abrigo 10-

6  in the 
Division 3 

title match at 
103 pounds 

(Jaime 
McNich 

Photo
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SPORTS SCENE’S INSIDE WRESTLING
John Raffel
Sports Scene

Randy Lark has had a 
long and illustrious career 
as a high school educator 
and as a football coach. 
That career has given him 
plenty of memories that 
he can relish as he settles 
into retirement from 
both positions at Alma. 
The fall season closed 
the door on 30 years of 
coaching for Lark. He 
then recently retired as 
a physical education 
instructor.

Lark was born in 
Gaylord and raised in 
Wyoming, Michigan. 
He played football 
at Michigan State 
University and was a free 
agent for the Washington 
Redskins for a period of 
time. He was hired as 
offensive line coach at 
Ferris State University, 
a position that he held 
for three seasons in the 
1980s. He later went to 
Fulton, and then finished 
his career at Alma. He 
was assistant coach at 
Alma the last four years 
after being head coach 
there for 15 seasons.

There were plenty of 
highlights during Lark’s 
coaching tenure. “Taking 
both programs over, 
they were kind of both 
down in the dumps,” he 
recalled. “When I came 
to Fulton, they were 
2-7 and 1-8 before I 
got there. We got to the 
playoffs three times in 
the 1990s when I was 
here. We were Class C 

back then, and you had to 
be 8-1 or 9-0 to get into 
the playoffs back then.”

At Alma, Lark 
inherited a program with 
only 16 players and built 
it to a playoff contender. 

Alma made the playoffs 
nine times during his 
tenure. In 2007, Lark 
led Alma to the state 
semifinals

Lark recalls what it 
took to get the programs 

turned around. “A lot of it 
was just showing a lot of 
interest and putting your 
time into it and stressing 
a weight program,” he 
said. “The kids bought 
into it.”

Lark recalls having 
been a disciplinarian 
as a coach while using 
enthusiasm at the same 
time.

A hereditary muscular 
disease in his leg was 

among the motivating 
issues in Lark’s decision 
to retire. 

“It’s not like a 
wheelchair-bound thing, 
but I have braces on, 
and it was kind of hard 
to stand when I was 
coaching,” he said. “I put 
in for disability.”

Lark will miss 
coaching, “especially the 
relationship with the kids, 
having them come back 
and tell me their days of 
football were some of the 
best days of their life,” 
he said. 

“And then the coaches. 
I’ve had a lot of them 
around for a long time. 
They were a big part of 
my life. It’s time to do 
a few other things like 
hunting and fishing, 
which I didn’t have the 
time to do in the fall.”

Lark’s son, Kyle, 
finished the 2013 football 
season playing linebacker 
at Western Michigan 
University. Lark coached 
both his sons, including 
Brett, who was a running 
back at Hillsdale College. 
His daughter, Sarah, 
played volleyball at 
Ferris State.

“It was a neat thing 
to be able to coach the 
kids all the way through, 
watch them, and see them 
mature as athletes,” he 
said. 

“I look back and it was 
a great time.”

He will be inducted 
into the Michigan High 
School Football Coaches 
Hall of Fame later this 
year.
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Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

For Portland junior Alex Young, the 
2014 Division 3 individual state finals are a 
tournament that he will never forget.

Wrestling in the 135-pound weight class, 
Young reached the championship match before 
falling to Nate Limmex of Grand Rapids 
Catholic Central.

“Making it to the championship match was 
life changing,” Young said. “It was unreal. It 
was like a dream that I didn’t want to wake up 
from.”

Young qualified for the state meet last year but 
did not win any matches there. This year, he not 

only qualified, but he also won three matches in 
a row to make it to the semifinals, including a 
3-1 semifinal win against Collin Dole of Swan 
Valley.

“Making it to the finals makes me want to 
push forward and keep working hard and see 
what I can do next year,” Young said.

Young was joined at the finals by teammates 
Paul Savage (112 pounds), Dominic Gardner 
(112), and Derek Gardner (145).

Young credits former Portland wrestlers for 
helping him improve. “A lot of Portland kids 
who graduated come back and work with us in 
the wrestling room,” he said. “They make us 
push ourselves, and I’ve improved a lot being 
able to work with them.”

"Oorah" 

Portland's Alex Young made it all the way to the Division 3 finals 
at 135-pounds before losing to Grand Rapids Catholic Central's 
Nate Limmex. (Jaime McNich Photo)

Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

Meridian heavyweight wrestler Eric Fader 
responded with a big “oorah!” when asked to 
talk about the Division 3 state championship he 
had just won at The Palace of Auburn Hills.

That’s because he was not only stoked about 
winning a state title in overtime against an 
undefeated wrestler, but also because he will be 
leaving to become a United States Marine when 
school gets out this spring.

Fader, who ended his season with a 48-5 
record, defeated Glenn Geurink of Allendale 7-6 
in overtime in the 285-pound final. The loss was 
the first of the season for Geurink, who came in 
with a 46-0 record.

“I just wanted to go out and to do my best,” 
Fader said. “I had to grind it out, do some set 
ups, and hit my blast double.”

Fader did just that in a match that went back 
and forth and then went to overtime.

Fader received a boost of 
confidence from an assistant 
coach who told him that 
he had defeated Geurink 
the previous summer in a 
tournament match. “I just 
found out a few days ago that 
I had beaten him during the 
summer,” Fader said.

The win was a little 
bittersweet for Fader. “I felt 
bad at the end, because I 
knew this was going to be the 
last time I wrestled,” he said. 
“It’s been my whole life, being out on the mat 
and wrestling. I’m going into the Marines now.”

A big oorah to that!

Eric Fader

 Sanford Meridian's Eric Fader 
is a state champion

Portland's  Young comes up short

Alma's Randy Lark retires

Longtime Alma football coach and educator Randy Lark retired recently after spending 30 years at
Gratiot County schools. Lark spent nearly 20 years patrolling the sidelines in the fall at Alma,
including 15 years as head coach. In 2007 Lark led Alma to Division 5 semis.
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John Raffel
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Mount Pleasant’s Brianna Zimmer 
had a banner day at the Division 2 state 
finals on Feb. 24.

Zimmer took 17th in the giant slalom 
with a time of 52.84 seconds and earned 
all-state honors.

“Brianna had a great day and made all 
state,” said her coach Charlie Zimmer.

For the Mount Pleasant boys, Julian 
Latoski was 27th in the slalom and Jack 
Fleming 40th in the slalom.

“The boys’ team finished fourth at 
regionals, only six points from making 
state as a team,” Zimmer said.

Marian won the Division 2 women’s 
meet at Nub’s Nob with 74 points, 
including 38 in the slalom and 36 in 
the giant slalom. Houghton-Hancock 
was second with 82 and Harbor Springs 
third with 121. Mia Ciccoretti of 
Petoskey was individual champion in 
the slalom at 1:10.92. Sydney Reynolds 
of Forest Hills Central was second in 
1:12.21, and Breanna Lungyhammer of 
Marian was third in 1:12.78. In the giant 

slalom, Carlee McCardel of Elk Rapids-
St. Francis was first in 50.47. Mallory 
Eliopolous of West Catholic was second 
in 50.71.

In the boys’ Division 2 meet, Keenan 
Cooper of Cadillac was first in the giant 
slalom in 46.38 seconds, followed by 
Robbie Cort of Brother Rice in 46.62, 
Andrew Schumacher of Grand Rapids 
Christian in 46.64, Gunnar Lundteigen 
of Petoskey in 46.73, Nate Houk of 
Cadillac in 46.97, and Gregory Aikens 
of Cranbrook Kingswood in 47.33.

Cooper also won the slalom, 
becaming the first male skier in Cadillac 
history to take both individual titles.

Petoskey won the team title, for the 
fourth straight year, with 41.5 points. 
It was led by Lundteigen, who notched 
two medals. Petoskey was followed by 
Cadillac at 103.5, East Grand Rapids 
at 135, Elk Rapids-St. Francis at 138, 
Brother Rice at 163.5, Ironwood at 
179.5, Forest Hills Central at 199.5, 
Harrison Community at 242, and 
Powers Catholic at 299.5.

Division 1 Skiing
The Division 1 meet was held at 

Schuss Mountain, with Marquette 

finishing first with 498. It was 
Marquette’s second straight state title. 
Traverse City Central finished second 
and Clarkston was third.

For the girls, Brighton was first at 92, 
Traverse City Central second at 101, 
Traverse City West third at 103, and 
Marquette fourth at 202.

In the men’s giant slalom, Derek 
Vanitallie was first in 46.69, Nick Weber 
of Marquette second in 47.21, and Ryan 
Callahan of Clarkston third in 47.25.

In the slalom, Marquette took three of 
the top fourth spots, with Luke Johnson 
first in 1:00.02, Nick Weber third in 
1:01.89, and Bradley Seaborg fourth in 
1:02.25.

Gabrielle Gencheff of Marquette won 
the women’s giant slalom in 47.52, Lili 
Lockwood of  Traverse City Central 
was second in 47.92, Morgan Culp of 
Traverse City West was third in 49.87, 
and Hanna Johnson of Marquette was 
fourth in 50.35.

Gencheff was first in the slalom in 
1.00.51, while Culp was second in 
1:04.51, Lockwood third in 1:05.55 , 
and Johnson fourth in 1:05.76.

Heritage coach David Corcoran noted 

that from his team, Ashleigh Bicknell 
qualified 12th in slalom at regional. 
“Ashleigh walked out of a ski in chatter 
rut on the first run and was a DNF,” 
Corcoran said. “Tom Yura qualified 15th 
at regional and finished 33rd at state 
final.

“Heritage girls’ team was fourth place 
all-academic team in D1 based on GPA. 
Tom Yura was all-conference (Central 
Alpine Ski Conference) 5th in slalom 
and all-conference second in GS. Ben 
Buscarino was all-conference honorable 
mention in GS. Ashleigh Bicknell was 
all-conference fourth in slalom and all-
conference second in GS.”

Greenville coach Jonathan Duley 
noted that  the ski team finished fifth 
overall in Division 2 for academics. 
Team member Josh Scott competed at 
the state meet. 

“Josh qualified in GS and did an 
amazing job throughout the season to 
get there,” Duley said. “He put in a 
great first run at states, and then went 
for it all on his second. Unfortunately, 
the course got the best of Josh, and he 
fell about one-third of the way through. 
He had a great season, though.”

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Brianna Zimmer doesn’t mind the 
heavy snowfall that has blanketed the 
area this winter.

It’s no wonder. Zimmer is a talented 
junior skiing for the Mount Pleasant 
athletic program. She has been skiing 
overall for four seasons and in high 
school for three.

Zimmer went to the state meet as a 
sophomore. In her first two seasons, 
she’s had strong performances at 
various meets.

“This year, I think I’ve taken 
another giant step in becoming an 
all-around skier,” she said, adding 
that her conference meet was a strong 
performance, while she struggled 
somewhat in the regional.

This season, she won the slalom 
event at the Cadillac Invitational. She 
also took the slalom at the conference 
championship meet, which qualified 
her for the Division state finals in 
that event. In meet at Harbor Springs, 
Zimmer took 17th place in the giant 
slalom.

“She’s had a stellar season,” said 
coach Charlie Zeiter. “She’s one of 
the best female ski racers I’ve ever 
had, and this is my 47th year of doing 
this. She’s the complete package. She 
knows how to get ready for race day, 
she knows how to train. She’s always 
working hard.

“She’s a scholar-athlete in the truest 
sense of the word,” Zeiter  said. “I got 
a hold of her in about eighth grade and 
she got hooked on ski racing. She’s 
the kind of athlete that is the coach’s 
dream. She’s so coachable. You tell 
her how to take a certain part of the 
course, or a combination or whatever, 
and it’s a done deal.”

“Coach always tells me I usually 

have a pretty good line in GS,” 
Zimmer said. “I’ve always been 
good at that. The slalom, it’s my 
competitiveness, I guess.”

Two teammates from the boys’ team 
qualified for the slalom event at state 
finals.

“Skiing isn’t really a big sport at 
my school,” Zimmer said. “We don’t 
have a big amount of girls for the team 
This year’s team had five girls. You 
usually want six on a team. Our guys’ 
team had a fair amount of boys. It’s 
growing.”

Zimmer got interested in the ski 
team through her brother. “He is three 
years older than me,” she said. “In his 
junior year, he was on the ski team. 
The coach asked me to be a manager. 
So I would go up to Snow Snake with 
the team. Then I started doing it from 
then on.”

Snow Snake Ski and Golf in 
Harrison is the team’s home course.

Zimmer, like other skiers, benefitted 
from the onslaught of snow that started 
falling in late November and continued 
all season.

“Usually we never get to go to the 
hill before Christmas break,” Zimmer 
said. “Usually Christmas is the first 
time we get to go. This year we got to 
go to Snow Snake a few days before 
Christmas break. It gave us a better 
chance to start training.”

Zimmer also takes advantage of her 
chances to ski when the high school 
season is done. “I’ve been to Utah 
a couple of times, and I’ve been to 
Canada,” she said.

At Mount Pleasant, Zimmer also 
plays volleyball and soccer. Her 
favorite sport is a tossup between 
volleyball and skiing.

“The atmosphere in skiing is laid 
back, and it’s a lot of fun,” Zimmer 
said.

MP's Zimmer excels on slopes

MHSSA  crowns skiing champs

Mt. Pleasant's 
Brianna 
Zimmer was 
17th at the 
Division 2 ski 
finals held at 
Nub's Nob 
near Petoskey.
(Scott Keyes 
Photos)
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Ben Murphy
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With a roster of 26 girls, the John Glenn pompon team 
focused on a simple mentality to win the class B state champi-
onship at the Breslin Center on Feb. 8.

“One team, one heart, one love,” third-year head coach 
Shelby Anderson said of her team’s success. “I love these 26 as 
if they were my own daughters. They are all kind, beautiful, 
and intelligent young women. We truly are a family, as our 
season runs nine months out of the year... No matter what 
has happened outside of practice, these 26 enter the floor as 
one unit.”

On top of their on-court success, the Bobcats have also 
combined for one of the highest team GPAs at the school, 
are volunteers at the Dow Bay Area Family YMCA, and won 
numerous other awards at invitationals throughout the year.

“This team has been so successful because of their drive, 
dedication, and perseverance,” Anderson said. “This team 
wants to be pushed the extra mile. They want to do the work, 
and they wanted there to be no regrets.”

Not only did they want to be better than the competition, 
but the Bobcats also wanted to be better than themselves.

“Our team motto is ‘Beat John Glenn,’ ” Anderson said 
. “Many heard this and thought it was a dare or an arrogant 
statement, but it was actually about being our personal best 
each time. We decided that worrying about everyone else 
would not help us win. We needed to respect our competitors 
and their strengths and work on our own weaknesses and 
focus if we wanted to show the world what these 26 athletes 
were made of and capable of.”

Seniors on the championship team were Kelly Carmien, 
Miranda Johnson, Kelsey Kukla, Emily Landry, Bailley Lowell, 
and Nicole Reich.

“Carmien is an amazing leader, listener ,and peacekeeper 
in our family,” Anderson said. “Johnson has as much dedica-
tion and heart as the day is long. Kukla has great jumps and a 
kind heart. Landry has sharp form and the ability to relate to 
anyone. Lowell has the motivational speaking skills of a pro, 
and Reich is creative and always thinking outside the box.”

Juniors on the team are Caitlyn Doran, Samantha Gerken, 
Stacie Kussro, Lexi Rau, Courtney Rezmer, and Allison Vlk.

“Doran is willing to help anyone and always has a random 
fact of the day to keep the team smiling,” Anderson said. 
“Gerken is a sweetheart and is like a big sister to all members. 

Kussro has strong athletic ability and has extreme dedication 
and leadership. Rau is a perfectionist and also our class clown; 
she can break any tense moment with her wit. Rezmer has 
great showmanship and the ability to cut any tension with a 
quick random story and a giggle, and Vlk can learn extremely 
fast and has great form and a huge heart.”

Sophomores on the team are Katelynn Barber, Molly Car-
mien, Brittney Frost, Briana Krayscir, Sydney Kukla, Alisha 
Lodewyk, Miranda Powell, Haleigh Reed, and Alex Steff.

“Barber has been out due to an injury but has supported 
her team and is always there to listen and console,” Anderson 
said. “Carmien has a huge smile and a whole lot of power. 
Frost is a friend to to all and always puts the team first. Kray-
scir has battled injuries but has stayed positive and supported 
the team the whole way.

“Kukla has great skills and a kind heart; she is very polite 
and a hard worker,” Anderson added. “Lodewyk captivates the 
audience with her spirit and her performance skills. Powell 
has a lot of flair and personality on the floor, with great show-
manship and skill. Reed has kicks that are out of this world; 
her height makes her easy to spot, but her skill is what makes 
her stand out, and Steff is one of the hardest workers; she does 
not quit until it is right and is always listening.”

Freshmen on the team are Kimmie Cnudde, Brooke 
Gillespie, Carlie McCarthy, Lauren Rivet, and Alexis Zim-
merman.

“Cnudde always had words of wisdom for the team, she 
takes every critique to heart and dedicates herself to be the 
best she can be for her team,” Anderson said. “Gillespie has a 
spitfire personality and drive. McCarthy has dedication and 
poise; she is always ready to go and is prepared. Rivet may 
be tiny, but she has a lot of heart, she is always working when 
she has a moment to spare to ensure she has everything right. 
Zimmerman is shy and sweet; that being said, it all falls away 
when she hits the floor and she performs with no qualms.”

The Bobcats hope that this year’s success continues into 
the future, and with a roster that will boast plenty of familiar 
faces next season, the coach doesn’t see any reason why it 
can’t. 

“The Glenn pompon program has been around for 
decades, and it stays strong because of the dedication and love 
these young women have for each other and the respect they 
have for this sport,” Anderson said. “The team knows what 
is expected of them, and they work hard to keep the proud 
tradition alive. With the support from their families, friends, 
and mine as well, we have kept alive the spirit that has fueled 
the Bobcat athletics for years.”

Ben Murphy
Sports Scene

Heritage capped off what first-year head coach 
Kyleigh Sepulveda called a perfect season at the class A 
state pompon finals on Feb. 8 at the Breslin Center in 
East Lansing.

The Hawks beat out 25 other teams that day to cap 
off a season that saw many invitational wins.

“I think this team is so successful because it consists 
of 21 brilliant, classy girls that all strive for one goal 
only, and that is to be the best they possibly can,” 
Sepulveda said. “They don’t go out to beat anyone else, 
we simply go there to best ourselves. We have come 
in fourth the last couple years, so the girls just really 
strived to get better... No matter if they were sick or 
hurt, they gave 100 percent.”

Filling out the Hawk’s championship roster are 
seniors Marissa Alfano, Haylee Bucholz, Shania Con-

ley, Emma Sizelove, Kasey Kalandyk, Tabitha Frakes, 
Maddy Rodriguez, and Alyssa Marsh.

“Alfano is a very well-organized girl and a great 
performer; she was voted MVP (most valuable pom-
mer),” Sepulveda said. “Bucholz is our squad butterfly 
that gets along with everyone. Conley is hilarious, but 
not only is she funny, she is quite the powerhouse, 
never gives up. Sizelove is very creative and artistic, 
loves pompon a lot, and is always dancing at practice. 
Kalandyk is one of my captains and is the epitome of 
pompon, this girl lives and breathes pompon 24-7.

“Frakes is one of my my captains, this girl is unstop-
pable, she has been injured most of the season due to 
her knee, but she never lets that stop her,” Sepulveda 
added. “Rodriguez is a great listener, loves pompon 
so much, and is a great worker. Marsh is such a sweet-
heart, and if she is told a comment, she tries to fix it 
immediately; she is very dedicated.”

Juniors on the team are Olivia Chapa, Alyson 
Feldotte, Maite Hardaway, Sydney Kubiak, Megan Lee, 
Allyson Leipert, Alyssa Martin, and Santana Romero.

“Chapa has a great smile and really pushes herself,” 
Sepulveda said. “Feldotte has a great head on her shoul-
ders and has good leadership skills. Hardaway is a very 

quick learner, always 
strives to get better. 
Kubiak is a very 
sweet girl, works 
very hard, and has 
great showmanship.

“Lee is quite 
the squad clown but works hard,” Sepulveda added. 
“Leipert has battled a leg injury but always pushes her-
self through it and doesn’t let the pain get in her way. 
Martin truly loves pompon, has a great attitude, and 
works her butt off. Romero has some of the best head 
reflections, along with some great muscle.”

Sophomores on the team are Emma Dittmar, 
Paige Hammis, Jensen Kalandyk, Anna Newman, and 
Katarina Romero.

“Dittmar is the quietest girl I have ever met [and] 
was voted most improved,” Sepulveda said. “Hammis 
is definitely a hard-working girl, doesn’t let anything 
phase her, and just pushes herself 100 percent. Kalan-
dyk, for only being a sophomore, has quite the muscle 
and has great power in all her jumps. Newman has to 
have one of the best smiles I have ever seen; she just 
makes you happy when you look at her performing  

and you can tell she loves what she does. Romero has 
beautiful kicks and great posture.”

Winning the state title isn’t a rare occurrence for 
the Hawk pompon team. It was the sixth time the 
squad has done so in school history, joining teams 
from 1989, 1997, 2002, 2003, and 2005 as state champi-
ons. If the coach has anything to say about it, Heritage 
will add another title sooner rather than later.

 “I think we have a great pompon team because of 
Traci Hammis who, as my coach growing up, taught 
me on the foundation of working hard and staying 
classy while doing it,” Sepulveda said. “It also helps that 
we get extremely hard-working girls that are mentally 
and physically strong. They are taught tremendous 
amounts of time management to handle all the 
activities. Overall, it has been a joy to coach these 21 
hardworking girls; they are the dream team.” 

Ben Murphy
Sports Scene

Nouvel Catholic Central could have a dynasty 
brewing in pompon. The Panthers claimed their second 
class C/D state title at the Breslin Center in East Lansing 
on Feb. 8.

“The reason why I believe this team was successful 
at state competition this year is because they persevere,” 
second-year head coach Madeline Gorney said.

The future of the Panthers could be promising, too, 
as the squad featured four seniors, one junior, and seven 
sophomores.

“Our team was very young this year,” Gorney 
said. “This team had to concentrate and work hard at 
mastering the basics this year. [Assistant coach] Ashly 
Ginderske and I did not expect them to go out there and 
win another state championship, we expected them to 
go out there and give us their personal best performance, 
and we expected them to have fun.”

It turns out, though, that was enough for Nouvel to 
win another state title.

“We told them the night before the competition that 
we wanted them to go out there and show the audience 
how much they loved this sport by having fun while 
performing,” Gorney said.

On this year’s championship team were seniors Liber-
ty Solek, Julie Feinauer, Maria Buko, and Justine Schultz.

“Solek has done pom for all four years in high school, 
and she has excelled to achieve great things through the 
sport of pom,” Gorney said. “She has been a joy to watch 
perform and transform into a strong leader the last two 
years. Feinauer has a dedication for pom that goes deep 
within her heart. She is a natural leader, and the younger 
kids look up to her for guidance and advice, not just 
about pom but about life.

“Buko is the mother hen of our group,” Gorney 
added. “She is a caring and hardworking leader on this 
team. She has shown the girls how to be dedicated to 
pom and how to balance social life and school. Schultz 
has overcome numerous injuries this season and can 
crack a joke just at the right moment. Her heart of gold 
is what helps this team run as a well-oiled machine. She 
never gives up and is a natural leader.”

The lone junior on the team was Kaylee Pilz.

“I have never met a teenage girl more hard-working 
than Pilz,” Gorney said. “Her demand for perfection is 
infectious and sets a great example for the younger girls.”

Sophomores on the team were Sarah Ehlman, 
Brianna Bivins, Sadie Benjamin, Alexa Wright, Morgan 
Velez, Elizabeth McConnell, Savannah Teneyuque, and 
Brittany Jurgens.

“These sophomores are our babies,” Gorney said. 
“Ginderske and I started coaching most of them as 
freshmen, and we are so excited to see them grow into 
talented, strong young women as the time passes.”

The coach is clearly excited about what her sopho-
mores have to offer.

“Ehlman is big talent wrapped in a little package; 

she may be the smallest 
member of the team, 
but her drive and 
goofy personality have 
allowed her to shine on 
the floor,” Gorney said. 
“Bivins is 100 percent 
pom 100 percent of 
the time; her love and 
dedication for this sport 
is what allowed us to 
incorporate some of the 
newer quirkier elements 
of our routine this year. 
Benjamin is our shorty 
who got stuck in the 
back of formation this 
year, behind the tallest 
girl on the team, but 
when she gets her time to shine in the front there’s no 
doubt that her performance will amaze you.

“Wright, the tallest girl on the team, has shown 
tremendous growth during her second year on the 
team; she takes constructive criticism home and uses it 
to make herself better,” Gorney added. “Velez is new to 
pom this year but has a very strong dance background; 
she joined us in camp this past summer and has shown 
so much progress since then. McConnell is another one 
of our newbies this year... her heart quickly got attached 
to pom, and I can tell that it’s not letting go any time 
soon. Teneyuque is the epitome of perseverance; she had 
no dance background when she joined our team this 
summer... she has worked hard continually throughout 
the season, and with the help of her teammates, has 

overcome her fear of performing in front of thousands of 
people. Jurgens has worked hard to fix all her bad pom 
habits. The smile on her face when she performs comes 
from how much she loves this sport.”

The coach hopes that with a strong group coming 
back next year, Nouvel pom can stay high amongst the 
state ranks.

“We [coaches] love this sport and genuinely care 
about these girls, not just how they perform during a 
pom competition, but we care if they are good people,” 
Gorney said. “These girls also genuinely care about 
working together as a team to accomplish a team goal... 
These girls want to leave a good impression for their 
school, their peers, their families, and the future pom 
girls of Nouvel.” 

Three Area Teams Win 
State Pom Pon Titles

John Glenn Wins D3 Title

Heritage Wins Pom Title 
For First Time In Nine 
Years In Class A

Nouvel Repeats in D4

Crowning Achievements

Submitted Photos

John Glenn, Nouvel Catholic, and Heritage Pompon 
Teams All Captured State Titles During the State 

Finals Held in February at the Breslin Center on the 
Campus of Michigan State University
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Standard Room
Monday-Thursday

*$7999

*$79.99 Monday-Thursday, per night, standard room and includes 4 waterpark passes. 
Tax, resort fee, room upgrades, or additional guests are not included. Management 
reserves the right to modify or cancel this promotion at any time. Some restrictions 
may apply. Valid February 3 - May 22, 2014.

*Includes 4 
  waterpark passes!

*Tax, resort fees, room upgrades, or 
additional guests are not included. 
Management reserves the right to 
modify or cancel this promotion at any 
time. Some restrictions may apply.

CORPORATE RATE
Sunday-Thursday 
Single Occupancy

Includes: 
• Breakfast for one. On-site Nbakade Family Restaurant/Lounge & Veranda,    
   serving breakfast, lunch, and dinner.
• Hotel Pool, Sauna, Steam Room, and Hot Tub
• Full 24-Hour Fitness Center
• Free Wi-Fi and Business Center

Stay for 12 nights and get one 
FREE night stay for your family at 

the waterpark! 
*Includes waterpark passes*

*

5665 E. Pickard Rd. • Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
Reservations: 1.877.2EAGLE2 • Direct: 989.817.4800 
www.soaringeaglewaterpark.com

Like us on Facebook to receive 
extra specials!
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2014 Chevrolet’s Arriving DAily!!!
ithaca Chevrolet - strike Up A great Deal!

1031 E. Center Street, Ithaca
989 875-4181

HOURS
Mon, Thurs 8:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.. 

Tues, Wed, Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 6 
p.m.Saturday 9-4 FINDNEW ROADS

TM

See Ithaca Chevrolet for details

Tommy 
Fuerst

Brad 
Rummer

Carl 
Rummer Jake 

McConkie

ithaca’s home of the 
$9.95 oil Change!

Keri Tillman

www.ithacachevy.com

Thank You
Helman’s Market

Home of the 
WORLD’s 

BEST BRATS!

from

122 E. Superior St. Alma, Michigan 48801

Monday - Thrusday: 8:00-5:30
Friday: 8:00-7:00 Saturday: 8:00-1:00

(989) 463-4891

989-681-6000
308 W. Washington, St. Louis

Monte Reichard
mreicha@fbinsmi.com
FarmBureauInsurance.com

Your local agent insures your
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BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW  
LASER BOWL - CHRISTMAS - BIRTHDAY - ANY BIG EVENT

All You Can Bowl!

Great Food, Great Fun!

300 BOWL
Regular 

Or Laser 
$5.00

300 BOWL 3000 West Monroe (M-46)
Alma, Mi 48801 • (989) 463-3000

SAT. noon-11pm • sun.-fri. 4pm-11pm

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Dan Macha has been excited about 
his Ithaca girls varsity bowling team 
this season and for good reason.

The Yellow Jackets were state 
qualifiers and had an excellent 
experience at the state tournament Feb. 
28-March 1.

“The girls struggled after being in 
sixth place after the bakers, Macha 
said of the state finals. “We started 
getting some momentum back and our 
lane broke down for 20 minutes in first 
Peterson. Not an excuse (but it) just 
did not help the cause. Especially when 
you had some momentum going. They 
were starting to make a move and this 
hurt as they came back after breakdown 
and struggled to get it going again...too 
many missed spares.”

The Jackets, Macha said, bowled 
better in the third game but weren’t able 
to stay in the top 8 and finished 10th 
about 70 pins off the cut.

“This is a young team, no seniors, 
and they just could not get a break after 
bakers,” Macha said. “I am happy with 
their efforts even though we came up 
short. We are a better team than the 
team that struggled this weekend.”

The Jackets bowled at M66 Lanes in 

Battle Creek.
“The middle of the road pattern is 

not a real friendly pattern,” Macha 
said. “The tournament committee really 
needs to look at another pattern. I takes 

just the right speed and hitting your 
mark together. If you are too fast it does 
not come back and too slow it takes off. 
Speed is very hard aspect for girls to be 
consistent. I just think it is time for a 

different pattern.”
But Macha likes the experience his 

team received.
“In singles, both my girls were 

freshman and they had first time jitters,” 
he said. “I am happy that they got better 
as the day progressed. That indicated 
they will be back and relaxed next time. 
Good season. This is a very good group 
of young ladies that will make some 
noise next year. I cannot wait.”

Experience has not been an issue 
for what Macha calls a “youth mature 
team.”

The squad has no seniors, but going 
into the postseason, they had a 16-2 
overall record and 8-2 mark in the TVC 
West Conference.

“I have a unique group of very 
talented young ladies,” Macha said.

“They have all bowled in YABA 
since they were five or six and are 
always striving to make improvements 
on the lanes.”

The girls lost the conference 
championship to an 18-12 loss to a 
more experienced St Louis team the 
second weekend of February.

“We were down then up and then the 
Sharks KO’d us in the last Peterson 
Game with their season high 933 after 
we bowled our season high 891 the 
game prior,” said Macha. “It was a 

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Wally Schneider has coached a boys’ bowling 
team this season at Ithaca that has pulled off some 
impressive accomplishments. The top one occurred at 
the Division 4 state finals on Feb. 28 at M-66 Lanes in 
Battle Creek.

Ithaca advanced to the finals against Jonesville 
and fell 1,153-1094. But the Jackets stll brought 
home a runner-up trophy. Contributing for Ithaca in 
the finals were Blake Gulick at 151, Jared Baublit at 
156, Kaeden Greer at 167, donal Carl at 137 and Joe 
Whittaker at 172.

February was quite a month for Ithaca.
On Saturday, Feb. 1, at Riverwood Lanes in Mount 

Pleasant, the Yellowjackets had an outstanding 
performance. “In our first Peterson game against 
Alma, the boys shot a 1,292 game, which is the 
highest game ever shot by a Division 4 school and 
the third highest game ever shot in MHSAA history,” 
Schneider said. “Joe Whitaker shot 300 during the 
game, and Kaeden Greer carried a possible 300 into 
the 10th frame before settling for a 277. Donald Carl 
shot 247 and Jared Baublitz 236 and Blake Gulick 
232.

“Everything went right. All five guys were hitting so 

well. They were all throwing a lot of strikes. It was a 
great day, a really fun day. It was an amazing thing to 
be a part of.”

Carl, Greer, and Whitaker are seniors, while 
Baublitz and Gulick are sophomores. Baublitz started 
out with the junior varsity and was moved up to the 
varsity during the season.

The Yellowjackets finished second in the Tri-Valley 
West with an 8-2 record. Both losses came to St. 
Louis. Overall, Ithaca was 15-2.

“The boys bowled really well,” Schneider said. “It’s 
not always the same person. It’s important that our big 
guys are hitting. But we’ve had times when those guys 
aren’t necessarily right on. Someone else comes up to 
fill that void. It’s been an amazing season.”

The intensive rivalry between Ithaca and St. Louis 
has continued onto the bowling lanes.

“It’s always been a great rivalry,” Schneider said. 
“I’ve been doing this for 11 years. St. Louis coach’ 
has been Al Post or his brother basically that period 
of time. It’s always been tough between the two of us. 
We’ve always battled, it seems like every year.

“We get along well with each other. It’s been a lot 
of fun. It’s always back and forth between those two 
teams. We and St. Louis have always been tight. I’m 
sure there’s been a year or two where one of the teams 
has been up or down. It’s not very often. We’re both 

usually there.” 
Ithaca has been in the top six of the final Division 4 

state standings a couple of times. In February, Ithaca 
competed in the entire Tri-Valley Conference meet and 
took second in that tournament behind Caro. Several 
Class B schools participated.

“It’s pretty competitive,” said nine-year bowling 
coach Al Post of St. Louis, referring to the rivalry with 
Ithaca. “Ithaca and us always seem to butt heads.”

St. Louis advanced to the state quarterfinals but lost 
to Sandusky 1,209-1,208.

The previous week at regiojnals, Ithaca was first, 
Hemlock second and St. Louis third.

It’s the type of rivalry that seems to bring out the 
best between the two teams.

“Their only loss was to us,” Post said. “They wanted 
to win. We had a good match, and we happened to win 
it.”

Geographically, the two schools are close, and 
they are competitive in the conference and in the 
postseason.

“The kids all know each other pretty well,” Post 
said. “It’s a very respected rivalry, I will say that. It 
might not have been a few years back. But now, it’s a 
very respectable rivalry. Both programs are so strong 
now. We both want to beat each other bad. Wally has a 
great program, so do we.”

typical Ithaca-St Louis barn burner.”
The two juniors on the team, Chelsea MacLennan 

and Kristy Godley, have been pleasing Macha with 
their efforts at the fourth and fifth position in the line-
up.

“Chelsea has come through time after time this 
year at anchor when games were teetering one way 
or the other,” he said.  “Kristy is our never-give-up 
ambassador.”

Macha praised the efforts of freshmen Heidi Seeley 

and Haylee Sigafoose. 
They both bowled in the individual state finals 

event.
“Ithaca had the tools they needed to be a strong 

team this year, with returning sophomores Channing 
Gulick and Arianna Woodrow, but these two freshman 
are very talented young bowlers,” Macha said. 

“I had Channing and Arianna with a years 
experience making the middle of my lineup strong and 
then these two freshman stepped in and wowed me as 

they bowl like they have no fear.”
Junior Kathryne Beck has also been in the top seven 

for Ithaca.  
“I brought Kat up in January to give us an extra sub 

and she just fit right in,” said Macha.
This was a team with potential that excited Macha.
“The 2010 state runner-up team was composed of 

more overall  talented bowlers but this group of girls 
truly emphasize the team element of bowling and 
work together so well,” said Macha.

Ithaca bowlers find success on lanes

The Ithaca boys bowling team finished second at the recent Division 4 finals 
held in Battle Creek. The girls' team also qualified for the state tournament." 
(Submitted Photo)

Continue from page 34

The St. Louis 
boys bowling 
team advanced 
all the way to 
the Division 4 
quarterfinals 
before losing to 
Sandusky by one 
pin. (Submitted 
Photo)

Ithaca boys finish  
2nd in D4 bowling 

finals;  St. 
Louis concludes 

another 
successful 

season
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Heritage Fencing & Vinyl Products

Heritage Fencing

Chuck Oatten

“The Fence Specialist”
Everything you need in Fencing-Vinyl-Porch railings-Decking-

514 E. Saginaw St.
St. Louis, MI 48880
989-681-4958
Cell: 989-330-0535
Fax: 989-681-5650
heritagefencing@yahoo.com
heritagefencing-mi.com

Owner

Animal Health Care
Of Chesaning

726 E. Broad St.,
Chesaning, MI

989-845-6492
www.ahcofchesaning.com

Offering Animal Health Care Services For 
Different Kinds Of Large And Small Animals.

Guaranteed Quality Service At Affordable Rates.

314 W. Broomfield, next to 7-11 
Mt. Pleasant • 989-779-2727

Dine In 
Or Take OutRestauRant

BEST ORANGE CHICKEN 
IN TOWN!!!

THE WHEEL INN
Smoke-Free Environment

VISA/MC/Discover Accepted
Open 24 Hours Everyday

John & Pam Foster
Owners

“Home Cooking” at its Best

1825 South US-27
Saint Johns, MI 48879

989-224-4263
THE MAYAN AGENCY

Merrill, MI  48637
(989) 643-7207
(800) 646-2926 

www.mayanagency.com

John Raffel
Sports Scene

The Swan Valley girls bowling team finished 
another impressive regular season. The state 
tournament, however, was somewhat frustrating again.

Over the past four years, the team has won 40 
straight regular-season matches and has won the Tri-
Valley Central Division all four of those years.

Tony Bremer, head coach for the boys’ and girls’ 
teams, said, “We’ve been real lucky over the years 
where we’ve had girls that graduate and other girls 
step in and know what to do.”

This season, Bremer has two girls on the team who 
have been there for four years, Tammy Crawford and 
Hannah McClean. They’re two of his top bowlers 
along with senior Kiersten Mead, who is on the 
team for her third season. Crawford and McClean 
average in the 170s, while Mead is in the 190s. Mead 
broke her arm midway through the season during a 
cheerleading routine and would have been a sure bet 
to qualify for state if it wasn’t for the injury. 

“Our top bowlers all average 140 or better,” Bremer 
said.

Other top bowlers are Nikki Hayes, Halli Clark, 
and Tia Owens. Owens bowled in the individual state 
finals.

“We’ve had a couple of close calls early on in the 
season,” Bremer said. “We had a close one the last 
week of the season. With any sport, the good teams 
or bad teams can have a good day or bad day. Just 
because we’ve been ranked in the top 10 for most of 
the last four years doesn’t mean we can’t struggle.”

Swan Valley is in Division 3. The girls’ team was  

the defending two-time regional 
champion n 2012 and 2013, but it 
was knocked out both years in the 
qualifying round at state finals. In 
2014, Swan Valley was second to 
Ovid-Elsie in the regionals.

“We’ve missed the cut by about 
15 pins both years,” Bremer 
said going into the postseason. 
“I know we’ll make the cut and 
finish top three in team event 
regionals. I expect them to make 
the state finals again. This team 
has learned the last two years the 
disappointment at state. I think 
we could go a little further this 
year.”

Oh well, it happened again to 
Swan Valley in the 2014 Division 
3 state finals at Airport Lanes 
in Jackson Feb. 28-March 1. 
The team tied with Armada for 
the final qualifying spot and had a baker set playoff, 
which Armada won.

Bremer calls winning 40 regular-season matches 
in a row “a great accomplishment. But falling short 
at the state finals kind of downplays it a little bit. You 
can have a great regular season. But if you can’t put 
the exclamation point on the season at the end and 
win a championship, it kind of leaves you a little 
disappointed.

“I know in the last couple of years, we’ve been 
disappointed by missing the cut by so little.”

This season’s team, compared to the previous 
three, “is just as strong,” Bremer said. “What makes 

this year and last year a little more special is our top 
two bowlers last year were hurt most of the year and 
only bowled a combined 14 games during the regular 
season. But they were still able to go undefeated. 
This year, we lost our top bowler [three] weeks ago, 
Kiersten Mead. She broke her arm. But they won their 
final four matches without her. This team is coming 
together as one.”

It won’t surprise Bremer to see Swan Valley’s 
success continue in future years. “There’s some girls 
coming up through middle school that can still carry 
the torch and continue the success of this program,” 
Bremer said. “It seems like every year the number of 
high schools getting into bowling have gone up.”

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Bay City Western girls and 
Ithaca boys earned runner-up 
finishes in the state bowling 
tournament Feb. 28-March 1 to 
highlight a successful weekend 
for area bowlers.

In addition, Alex Ouellette 
of John Glenn was state singles 
champion in Division 2, and 
Kyle Tuttle of St. Charles was 
champion in Division 4. 

Western lost 1,267-1,120 to 
Kearsley in the final.

Final individual game 
scores for Western were Anna 
Kuehne 190, Claudia Gielda 
173, Haley Delestowicz 137, 
Megan Rabideau/Taryn Butler 
132, and Storm Butler/Kaylee 
Radwick 147.

Western defeated Tecumseh 
in the semifinals and Mason 
in the quarterfinals. Ionia and 

John Glenn were also in the 
quarterfinals.

Last season, Western finished 
third. 

At the state tournament, 
Western qualified in the fourth 
position. “We bowled pretty 
good that day,” coach Rick 
Dodick said. 

Delestowicz and Storm 
Butler were among the top 
bowlers for Western this season 
along with Kuehne and Gielda.

In the Division 4 boys’ final, 
Ithaca lost to Jonesville 1,153-
1,094.

“It was great, obviously one 
step short of our goal,” said 
Ithaca coach Wally Schneider. 
“We bowled well all day, 
up until the finals. We were 
dominant all day. We won the 
qualifying round by 186 pins. 
We beat the No.1-ranked team 
in the state and the defending 
state champions, all on our way 

to the finals. It was a great day 
overall.”

Final individual game scores 
for Ithaca were Blake Gulick 
151, Jared Baublitz 156, 
Kaeden Greer 167, Donald Carl 
137, and Joe Whittaker 172

The Yellowjackets beat 
defending state champion 
Gabriel Richard Catholic in 
the semifinal and No. 1-ranked 
Bendle in the quarterfinal.

DIVISION 1
The event was at Sunnybrook 

Lanes in Sterling Heights. 
Davison was girls champion, 

led in the title match by Kalee 
Johnson with 212, Taylor 
Brown with 201, Sydney 
Brown at 224, Taylor Davis 
at 247, and Brooklyn Green/
Myranda Livingston at 223.

Josh Kukla of Grandville 
was individual champion for 
the boys. Derrick Norman of 
Heritage was a quarterfinalist. 

Emily Dietz of John Glenn was 
the girls’ champion. University 
of Detroit Jesuit was the boys’ 
team champion.

DIVISION 2
Kearsley won the boys’ 

team event at Century Lanes in 
Waterford. It defeated Mount 
Pleasant in the semifinals. John 
Glenn and Owosso were both 
quarterfinalists.

Alex Ouellette beat Alec 
Nunn of Warren Fitzgerald 
479-410 in the final. He had 
bowled a 300 game in the 
morning qualifying blocks.

Cody Vincent of Owosso 
was a semifinalist. Destiny 
Kennedy of John Glenn was a 
quarterfinalist.

DIVISION 3
Sam Brandt of Fremont 

won the boys’ title. Chase 
Badalamenti of Garber was a 
quarterfinalist. For the girls, 
Hannah Chase of Alma was 

a finalist, losing 428-323 to 
Heather Bruci of Richmond for 
the state title. Brianna Cords of 
Perry was a quarterfinalist.

DIVISION 4
Vandercook Lake was girls’ 

team champion. The St. Louis 
boys were quarterfinalists in 
Division 4, failing to make it 
to the semifinal after losing to 
Sandusky by one pin 1,209-
1,208.

For girls, Portland St. Patrick 
Catholic, Ithaca, and All 
Saints Central were among the 
qualifiers.

Kyle Tuttle brought home 
the Division 4 title by beating 
Zach Fenby of St. Louis 
406-324. Fenby had beaten 
teammate Connor Pilmore in 
the quarterfinals 445-373. Josh 
Dubay of Valley Lutheran was 
also a quarterfinalist. 

Melissa Sleda of Sandusky 
won the girls’ event. 

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Merrill had its best performance at a 
state meet on March 1 at the Deltaplex 
in Grand Rapids, and the reward for the 
Vandals was the Division 4 state runner-
up trophy.

For the fourth straight season, 
Michigan Center won the meet. But for 
the first time in three seasons, Pewamo-
Westphalia was not runner up. P-W did 
not qualify for the state meet, and Merrill 
took advantage.

Michigan Center scored 745.12 to 
win the championship, while Merrill 
was a close second with 743.12. Hudson 
was third at 734.52, Vandercook Lake 
fourth at 730.928, Breckenridge fifth at 
725.96, Houghton Lake sixth, Manistique 
seventh, and Munising eighth.

Cheerleaders for coach Courtney 
Schiller’s team were Samantha Brand, 
Alex Coppens, Paige Glazier, Karli 
Good, Hannah Harkrader, Vyky Lamblin, 
Alanna Peake, Megan Playford, and 
Ashly Rich. Coppens, Glazier, and Peake 
are seniors.

“I’m super excited,” Peake said. “We 
just told ourselves we needed to do our 
best, and if we did our best, we could 
win. We did our best.”

“I knew they could do this well,” 
Schiller said. “They haven’t done all 
three of the rounds this well yet. But this 
was the day for them to pull it out.”

This marks the best finish for Merrill at 
the state meet.

“Our third round is always strong 
consistently,” Schiller said. “We 
struggled in rounds one and two this year. 
Sometimes they’re on, and sometimes 
they’re not. This was the right time to 
do it. We feel we nailed it in the second 
round today,” she said.

Merrill was second after round 2 and 
had the best score in round 3.

“It all came together,” Schiller said. 
“We’ve had three seniors leading our 
program, and they’ve been a real strength 

with their leadership and ability. We also 
have girls who will be juniors next year 
stepping up and one senior and some 
talented freshmen coming in. I’m hoping 
they’ll keep it going.”

Coppens has been a high school 
cheerleader four seasons and was 
optimistic about her team’s prospects 
entering the meet. “We recently competed 
against Michigan Center and took second 
against them,” she said. “We knew if we 
pushed ourselves to our fullest, we would 
come out on top. We had confidence in 
all three rounds. We were ready for all of 
them.”

“It was helpful we’ve been here four 
years,” Peake said. “Then you’re not 
nervous when you go out.

“Everyone is super close, and we try 
our best for everyone else,” she said.

Overall, Glazier has cheered for seven 
years. “We were hoping for first, but 
second feels just as good at this point,” 
she said. “We worked hard, and we 
earned it.”

In November, when practices started, 
Glazier recalls “hoping” that this would 
be a special team with a special season.

“It gives the middle schoolers a goal so 
they can be state champions, hopefully,” 
she said. “We have a pretty good middle 
school team.

“I love that we were a family and we 
pushed ourselves and we pushed each 
other,” Glazier continued.

Breckenridge won the title in 2007 
under coach Deb Gaines. Gaines coached 
again this year, along with Jenna Graham, 
and had the following team members: 

Harley Conklin, Lena Crowell, 
Alexandria Gillis, Miranda Smith, 
Justine Brabaw, Dakota Colthorp, 
Kaitlyn Corson, Melony Federspiel, 
Paige Guthrie, Alicia Gutierrez, Katie 
Mortensen, and Lindsey Reichard.

“They did great today,” Gaines said. 
“This is our first year back in seven years, 
and we wanted to come in with three 
strong rounds, make our mark, and let 
everyone know we’re back. We did that 
today.”

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Besides Breckenridge and Merrill, DeWitt and Tri County also qualified 
for the state finals in competitive cheer at the Grand Rapids Deltaplex. 
Teams qualified based on their finishes at regionals the week prior to the 
finals. Eight teams competed in each of the four divisions.

DIVISION 3
Tri County made its first appearance in the state finals. The Vikings were 

actually fifth after Round 1 but fell to seventh after Round 2 and to eighth 
after Round 3.

The team was coached by Jennifer Laskey and consisted of McKenna 
Clark, Alyssa Gardner, Alexis Herschberger. Michaela Lytle, Taylor 
Merchant, Jordin Rubingh, Opal Tafe, Baylee Zemla, Morgan DeVault, 
Nicole Minard, Emily Rienks, Lieci VanRooyen, Kayla Fifield, Sylvia 
Smith, Adrianna Straub, Taylor Stressman, Jamie VanSetters, Belle Caudill, 
and Mariah Duncan.

“I think they did a fantastic job for our first time at the state finals,” 
Laskey said. “We hit Round 1 and did a nice Round 2. Unfortunately in 
Round 3, things didn’t go we as we had hoped. But overall, it’s an awesome 
job. I’m very proud of them.”

Notre Dame Preparatory School finished first with 764.04, while 
Comstock Park was second at 759.68, Grosse Ile third at 749.68, Richmond 
fourth at 735.46, Armada fifth at 728.02, Otsego sixth at 718.62, and Paw 
Paw seventh at 717.90.

DIVISION 2
DeWitt settled for fifth place in the Division 2 meet.
Cheerleaders for coach Candace Heskitt’s team were Haley Baade, 

Kelsey Black, Sarah Bland, Grace Colarossi, Lauren Crooks, Payton Daggy, 
Caroline Deak, Alexis Embs, Lexi Garza, Brittney Gordon, Marissa Gordon, 
Kailin Greenhoe, Allison Gyurich, Melissa Harvey, Lauren Hasse, Hannah 
Heinritz, Jennalyn Jubeck, Meghan Lidgard, MacKenzie Lovellette, Hannah 
Rokosz, Threse Simon, Nicole Stump, Kaitlyn Sweeney, Brittany Vilella, 
Abigail Wassom, Ashley Wilkinson, Nicole Yabs, and Elizabeth Zunker.

DeWitt faltered somewhat in Round 3 after being less than a point out of 
second place at the end of Round 2.

Gibraltar Carlson was first at 780.10, followed by Divine Child with 
772.24, Allen Park with 769.06, St. Joseph with 766.88, and DeWitt with 
764.16.

DIVISION 1
Southgate Anderson took honors in Division 1 competitive cheer with 

785.96, followed by Grandville at 783.54, Dakota at 778.54, Lake Orion 
at 777.79 , East Kentwood at 777.24, Hartland at 776.82, Troy Athens at 
775.38, and Rochester Stoney Creek at 774.20.

Bowling center stage; Vikings impress

The Swan 
Valley girls 
bowling 
team's 
conference 
winning 
streak 
reached 40 
matches 
this season. 
(Submitted 
Photo)

Merrill nearly wins cheer title
Merrill's Cheer 
team finished 
second during the 
recent MHSAA 
state finals held 
at the Deltaplex 
in Grand Rapids. 
Right: DeWitt 
finished 5th in 
Division 1. (John 
Raffel Photos)
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It’s the inaugural Ohio-
Michigan Border Classic, and 
it will feature Michigan’s best 
vs. Ohio’s best on Saturday, 
June 14, at Donnell Stadium 
at the University of Findlay in 
Findlay, Ohio.

The Michigan High School 
Football Coaches Association 
announced its first Border 
Classic team that will be 
playing an Ohio all-star squad. 
All players will be members of 
the Class of 2014.

Local players who have 
been selected to the team 
team include quarterback 
Travis Smith of Ithaca, wide 
receiver Amari Cleman of 
New Lothrop, offensive guard 
Curtis Doyle of Alma, and 
wide receiver Malik Taylor of 
Montrose.

“We’re pretty excited,” said 
Larry Merx, executive director 
of the MHSFCA. “We’ll have a 
chance to build a lot of bridges 
between the two states.”

Head coach is Mike Zdebski 
and offensive line coach is 
Mike Weiskoph, both from 
Walled Lake Western. Zdebski 
is also coaching quarterbacks, 
tailbacks, and kickers. Other 
coaches are Ed Greeman of 
Harper Creek with the wide 
receivers, Tim Szegda and 
Brian Lemons of Father 
Gabriel Richard with the 
defensive line and linebackers, 
and Scott Merchant of 
Chippewa Valley with the 
defensive backs.

The game will replace 
the annual Michigan 
East-West all-
star game, a 
summer 

fixture since 1981.
“This will take 

the place of our 
East-West game, 
because there 
are only two 
weekends in 
June you can 
have an all-
star game 
and get 
players to 
come,” 
Merx 
said. 
“More 
and 
more of them 
report to their 
college 
[teams] 
in late 
June 
or early 
July. 
The 
only 
two 

weekends 
this year 
would be June 
14, which 
we’re doing, 
and June 21. 
We can’t 
man two 
back-to-
back all-
star games. 
There’s 
not 
enough 

people and enough 
time to do two 

games back-to-back.
“Ohio has the ability 

because of their 
[governing] body, the 
Ohio High School 

Athletic Association. 
They can do their North 
and South game in the 

spring. But we can’t do 

that, 
because 

we can’t 
have an all-star 

game during the 
school year or kids 
would lose their 

eligibility for other 
sports. That’s an 

MHSAA rule.”
Merx said the 

MHSFCA was 
approached by the 
Ohio association 
in October 2012 to 
see if there was an 
interest in having 
an all-star game.

“We’re committed 
one year at a time,” 
Merx said. “We 

anticipate that we’ll host it in 
Michigan next year and it will 
be continuing.”

At one time, MHSFCA 
all-star games were staged 
at Division I sites such as 
Michigan State University, 
University of Michigan, and 
Central Michigan University. 
Recent years have seen the 

game at Division II 
Grand Valley State 
University and Division 
III Alma College.

“The NCAA has 
a rule that prohibits 
Division I schools 
from hosting any high 

school-related event 
that’s not associated 
with a specific 
high school, non-
scholastic,” Merx said. 

“So we have to go to 
DII. We’re trying to get 
that rule changed.”

Profits from the 
game will go to the 
scholarship funds 
of the respective 
organizations.

The Michigan 
East-West all-
star game format 

involved twice as 
many players and 

coaches, and Merx 
said there was plenty 

of discussion about 
the change.
“We hope to be 
able to get back 

to that,” he 
explained. “But 

there’s also a lot more regional 
games. There’s a Muskegon 
area all-star game. There’s an 
Upper Peninsula all-star game. 
There’s one in Monroe County. 
Kids still get that all-star 
experience. We’d like to have 
that statewide experience. At 
this time, we can’t do both.”

This will mark the first time 
Michigan football all-stars have 
played all-stars from another 
state. “Ohio is the first to 
approach us,”  Merx said.

The MHSFCA selected the 
six all-star coaches, who then 
recruited the players, he noted. 
“There was a lot of research 
done to do it,” Merx said.

Smith, who led Ithaca to 
its fourth straight 14-0 season 
and state title, will have one 
last high school game prior 
to going to Wake Forest 
University. The thought of 
playing in the game excites 
him. “It’s a great feeling,” he 
said. “It’s top competition in 
the Midwest. It’ a good feeling 
to know they picked me to 
compete in one of the most 
competitive football games in 
the Midwest. It’s going to be a 
lot of fun.”

All-Star football rosters 
announced; Ithaca's Smith, 

Alma's Doyle lead 
way for area players

Ithaca's Travis Smith and 
Alma's Curtis Doyle lead a 
star-studded team into Ohio 
as members of Mchigan's 
All-Star football team. (Staff 
Photos)
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Despite What School Board Proposed, Saginaw High Will Be 
Around For Many Years To Come If Community Has Its Way; 
Trojans Upend Lumberjacks In First Round Of District Action

Community Speaks
Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

Lovers of big-time high school basketball 
in the state of Michigan dodged a bullet in 
the elimination of powerhouse basketball 
schools when Saginaw High School was 
spared closure.

Talks were held this year regarding closing 
Saginaw High and merging it with Saginaw 
Arthur Hill. While the merger would have 
created a Saginaw `super power’ basketball 
school, it would have eliminated one of the 
most storied and successful high school 
basketball programs in the state.

Because of Michigan’s population losses 
over the last two decades, high school basket-
ball has sustained the loss of some of the most 
storied programs in the state, especially in 
Classes A and B.

The list of teams that have fallen by the 
wayside in the past ten years is staggering. A 
prime example of the loss of great basketball 
programs is in Flint. Once considered the 
greatest high school basketball city in the 
nation on a per-person basis, Flint saw the 
loss of flagship program Flint Central in 2009 
and Flint Northern just this past year. Over 
the years, those programs provided the state 
with legendary stars like Mateen Cleaves, 
Eric Turner, Mark Harris, Marty Embury, 
Terrance Greene, Robaire Smith, and many 
others. Together, Central and Northern 
combined to win 52 district titles, 20 regional 
titles, and seven state titles. District basketball 
time in Flint was the greatest time of the year 
for a high school basketball junkie, and show-
case games played in front of standing-room 
only crowds were the norm five or six days a 
week during districts.

Saginaw, too, has been hit by the closure 
of a school. The closure of long-time Class 
B and C powerhouse Buena Vista brought 
to an end one of the greatest Flint-Saginaw 
rivalries, as Beecher and Buena Vista will 
play no more. Buena Vista had a basketball 
tradition second to none, with the likes of 
Mark Macon, Terrance Roberson,  Anthony 
`Peeper’ Roberson, and Torey Jackson. Buena 
Vista closed its doors with a trophy case that 
held 31 district titles, 17 regional titles, and 
six state titles.

Nowhere has the decimation of great 
basketball schools been as prolific as in the 
Motor City. At one time, Detroit was the 
premier hotbed in the nation for big time 
high school basketball. The elimination of 
Detroit high schools has hit both public and 
private schools. It began in earnest in 2005, 
when both Detroit East Catholic and Detroit 
DePorres closed. Those two Catholic schools 

had combined for 48 district, 34 regional, and 
16 state championships. The Detroit Public 
School League (PSL) has also been ravaged. 
Gone are legendary programs like Southwest-
ern, Northern, Cooley, Redford, Mackenzie, 
Murray-Wright ,and Chadsey. Few schools 
had a tradition like Southwestern. The Pros-
pectors produced superstars like Jalen Rose 
and Antoine `the Judge’ Joubert and legend-
ary coach Perry Watson. Southwestern won 
28 district, 15 regional, and three state titles. 
Northern, led by the great Derrick Coleman, 
won 19 district, 11 regional, and two state 
titles. The Cooley Cardinals, home to Larry 
Fogle and Michael Talley, won 14 district 
titles, nine regional, and three state titles.

Other areas of the state have been hit as 
well. Pontiac is without Pontiac Central High 
School. Willow Run High School, winner 
of 33 district, nine regional, and two state 
titles has closed its doors, as has Albion High 
School in southern Michigan.

School closings and mergers have gone on 
for years. Ask people in small towns across 
mid Michigan who have seen the Barryton 
Bulldogs, Blanchard Trojans, Crystal Hawks, 
Dimondale Bearcats, Edmore Panthers, How-
ard City Bulldogs, Lyons-Muir Lions, Ovid 
Romans, Stanton Rams, Sheridan Redskins, 
and Weidman Wildcats pass on into the dusty 
record books of time.

Time marches on, but the memories last 
forever, however faded and old they get.  And 
now, new schools have a chance to come to 
the forefront and establish their own winning 
histories. 

Scott Keyes
Sports Scene

Saginaw Public Schools Board of Edu-
cation Superintendent Carlton Jenkins had 
a tough decision to make, one that was not 
going to be popular with the community, but 
it was one that needed to be made.

Either close Saginaw High School to cut 
money from the school district’s budget deficit 
or come up with a different plan that would 
save the beloved school from the wrath of 
the financial stranglehold.

When Jenkins announced his initial deci-
sion to close The High, the community came 
out in droves in support keeping the school 
open. The  plan called for Saginaw High to 
combine with Arthur Hill and The High 
would close its doors forever.

The community wasn’t having it.

“I know if I was a senior next year and The 
High was closing, I would be going to Bridge-
port,” said Saginaw High point guard Keyon 
Addison after the Trojans 70-64 victory over 
the Lumberjacks earlier this month.

“In my opinion, it’s silly to even be consid-
ering something like that.”

Arthur Hill boys’ basketball coach Greg 
McMath agrees with Addison’s assessment 
of the situation. “For someone that went to 
Saginaw High and now coaches at Arthur 
Hill, it’s hard to ever imagine having both 
schools combine,” he said. “Mr. Jenkins was 
put in rough spot, but I am extremely proud of 
how the community came out and supported 
the cause, and the board listened to their 
concerns.”

February was a headache for the board 
of education, students, administrators, and 
teachers.

The board met nine days during the month, 
as the district leaders dealt with a financial 
crisis.

The Michigan Department of Education 
required the Saginaw Public School District to 
turn in a deficit-elimination plan for the next 
two school years.

From 2011 to 2016, the district is projected 
to fall $32 million short. It has an $81 million 
annual budget. In 2011, when it first went into 
deficit, the state began financial oversight of 
the district.

Although it has not been easy, the district 
has submitted a plan that includes cutting $4.9 

million from the 2014-2015 budget and $5.3 
million from the 2015-2016 budget and keeps 
The High open.

Since 2005, Saginaw Public School District 
has lost more than 3,600 students and has cut 
45 percent of its teachers and 57 percent of its 
administrative staff. Officials have closed 13 
school buildings in the past decade.

Despite all the uncertainty about the pos-
sible closing of Saginaw High, there was still a 
game to be played Feb. 14, one that potentially 
could have been the final regular-season 
game between Saginaw and Arthur Hill. The 
High prevailed behind a triple-double from 
Algevon Eichelberger and 20-plus points from 
Addison.

The two teams hooked up again during 
the first round of districts March 3. The 
raw emotion of a Saginaw High vs. Arthur 
Hill game is intense, but it’s what drives the 
student-athlete.

And now, with a new district plan that does 
not include closing Saginaw High, the rivalry 
between the two crosstown schools lives to see 
another day.

“”Regardless if this year was the last year 
for Saginaw High or not, I’m a Trojan for life,” 
Addison said. “Now that we know Saginaw 
High will stay open, it’s exciting what the 
future holds for the next graduating class that 
comes through those doors of The High.”

Scott Keyes Photos

Saginaw High’s Keyon Addison drives the lane against 
Arthur Hill’s Jamar Hardy during the Trojan’s 70-64 
win over the Lumberjacks earlier this year. Saginaw 
High went on to defeat Arthur Hill in the first round of 
districts 53-51 March 3.

Arthur Hill’s D. Lee launches a 
jumper over Saginaw High’s Algevon 
Eichelberger (No. 52) during 
the Trojans 70-64 win over the 
Lumberjacks. Saginaw High’s Keyon Addison is 

going to play a key role in the Trojans’ 
tournament run this season

Arthur Hill coach Greg McMath (left) 
and Saginaw High coach Julian Taylor 
(right) have to be commended for 
their efforts to keep their teams intact 
as rumors swirled about the possible 
closing of Saginaw High School.

Like Us On
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asketball players from 
Nouvel Catholic Central 
and Frankemuth gave 
back to their respective 

communities Feb. 16 by hosting a 
wheelchair basketball game. They 
partnered with the Special Olympics to 
benefit Elizabeth Kischnick in honor of 
her twin brother Zachary, who passed 
away in his sleep on Jan. 7, 2014, at the 
age of 18. 

Zachary and Elizabeth were both 
born prematurely and are special needs 
children. Mitchell Kischnick is a current 
athlete on the Frankenmuth varsity bas-
ketball team, and his brother Zachary 
was his biggest fan.

The twins were born Feb. 21, 1995, 
the first children of Earl and Karolynn 
Kischnick. Then Mitchell and Madison 
were born, and Team Kischnick was 
formed. Madison and Mitchell are 
 

both standout athletes at Frankenmuth 
High School. 

Nouvel coach Joe Jacobs heard of 
what happened and knew there had to 
be something he could do to help the 
Kischnicks and to celebrate Zachary’s 
life. Jacobs was the Frankenmuth junior 
varsity coach last season, and Mitchell 
Kischnick was one of his players.

Both teams spent a month before 
the game looking for sponsors for the 
wheelchair basketball game, which also 
included a silent auction and other ways 
spectators could enjoy the game.

Overall, it was a  huge success, and 
the community came out in droves to 
support the cause. It was a great game, 
that supported an even better cause. 
Zachary Kischnick would have been 
proud.

This Is What    Sports Is About
Nouvel, Frankenmuth boys 

basketball teams partnered with 
the Special Olympics and  hosted a 

wheelchair basketball game Feb. 16 
at Nouvel High School in Saginaw. 

The game was a benefit for Elizabeth 
Kischnick in honor of her twin 

brother Zachary, who passed away 
in his sleep on Jan 7, 2014 at the 
age of 18. Zachary and Elizabeth 

were both born prematurely and 
are special needs children. Mitchell 

Kischnick is a current athlete on the 
Frankenmuth Varsity Basketball 

team, and his brother Zachary was 
his biggest fan.
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jsaunders@hankgraff.com

Good Luck 

Panthers!

Specializing in MSHDA multi Family Renovations
701 South Main - Ovid, MI 48866

989-834-1500
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“Because it’s your time!” 989-725-2888  800-364-2868
1960 E. Main St., Owosso

www.sigautogroup.com

At Signature, we have built our reputation by providing the 
highest level of convenience and service to our customers. 

That’s what the Signature Advantage is all about.
       

 - Joe Falzon, President

~ Delivers!

Eastman Party Store
www.eastmanpartystore.com

(989) 835-7991    MIDLAND    5205 EASTMAN AVE   . .
DIVERSE 

BEVERAGE SELECTION    

PREMIUM SPIRITS

ARTISANAL CHEESES

GLOBAL SPECIALTY FOODS

DOMESTIC & INTERNATIONALS

Your Farm Bureau Insurance 
agent protects your Auto, 
Home, Business, Farm, 
Retirement, Lake Estate®, and more. 225 East Center Street

Ithaca

989-875-2200
sallen@fbinsmi.com

FarmBureauInsurance.com

Scott Allen989-681-6000
308 W. Washington, St. Louis

Monte Reichard
mreicha@fbinsmi.com
FarmBureauInsurance.com

Your local agent insures your

989-681-6000
308 W. Washington, St. Louis

Monte Reichard
mreicha@fbinsmi.com
FarmBureauInsurance.com

Your local agent insures your

225 East Center Street, Ithaca
989-875-2200 sallen@fbinsmi.com

FarmBureauInsurance.com

Scott Allen

225 East Center Street, Ithaca
989-875-2200 sallen@fbinsmi.com

FarmBureauInsurance.com

Scott Allen

info@1stopbusinesscenter.biz 
www.1stopbusinesscenter.biz

1224 Court Street
Saginaw, MI 48602

(989) 607-1155
Fax (989) 401-3414

Grand OpeninG! Coffee Solves Everything
1220 Court Street
Saginaw, MI 48602

989-401-7922
contact@anniemaecafe.com

Opening Soon

www.highschoolsportsscene.com

Butch Harmon
Sports Scene 

The story lines will be wide-ranging this March as the 
boys’ basketball state tournament tips off. Familiar names 
dot the list of favorites in Classes A and B along with 
some new names. Classes C and D also have some old 
standbys and some squads that have not been heard from 
in a while. High School Sports Scene takes a look at this 
year’s state tournament and predicts who will make it to 
the Breslin Center.   

CLASS A
Area outlook: Saginaw High started the tournament 

with a bang by defeating rival Arthur Hill. Mt. Pleasant 
has enjoyed a successful season, and the Oilers are poised 
for a deep tournament run. They will have to navigate the 
Bay City Western district that includes Midland Dow. If 
the Oilers get through the district, they could run into a 
tough Marquette team in the regional semifinals before a 
potential regional showdown with Arthur Hill in the Lake 
Orion regional. A pair of competitive districts take place 
in the Lansing area. At the East Lansing district, DeWitt, 
Lansing Eastern, Waverly, and host East Lansing will 
be battling. In Mason, Holt and Grand Ledge both have 
squads that are ranked honorable mention in the state. 

HSSS projected FINAL FOUR: Saginaw vs. 
Muskegon, Detroit Pershing vs. De La Salle Collegiate

HSSS projected STATE CHAMPION: Detroit 
Pershing over Muskegon 

CLASS B
Area outlook: Corunna has turned in a solid season 

playing against some rugged competition that has 
prepared it for a postseason run. The Cavaliers host a 
district where they open with Flint Southwestern and may 
have to get past Goodrich in the final if they advance. 
Millington is ranked third in the state and will be the 
favorite at the Powers Catholic district. If Millington 
makes it to the regional at North Branch, it could face 
sixth-ranked Yale or seventh-ranked Imlay City in the 
semifinals, with a potential final involving the Corunna 
district winner. At the Pinconning regional, anything can 
happen. Big Rapids, Clare, and Reed City have solid 
teams that will battle it out at the Reed City district before 
moving on to Pinconning. John Glenn is a potential 
favorite at Pinconning. Alma, Central Montcalm, and 
Ovid-Elsie will be competing for the Ovid-Elsie district 
title, with the winner to face the Bridgeport district 
winner, possibly Carrollton or Swan Valley, in a semifinal 
at Pinconning.

HSSS projected FINAL FOUR: Otsego vs. Big 
Rapids, Detroit Douglass Academy vs. Milan

HSSS projected STATE CHAMPION: Detroit 
Douglass Academy over Otsego

CLASS C

Area outlook: Plenty of district options exist for 
area basketball fans. Valley Lutheran turned in a big 
season and hosts a district where Hemlock will be the 
major challenger. The Montrose district features a trio of 
standout teams. Host Montrose will be tough to beat on 
its own floor, while New Lothrop and Michigan Lutheran 
Seminary have teams capable of winning the district. 
Ithaca has been tough to beat at the district level, and that  
will be the case again when the Yellowjackets, led by 
Logan Hessbrook and Josh Hafner, travel to the Lakeview 
district. The Laingsburg district will be one to watch. 
The Laingsburg/Pewamo-Westphalia rivalry is one of the 
best in mid Michigan, with Pewamo-Westphalia getting 
the best of Laingsburg twice during the regular season. 
Carson City-Crystal is also in the mix at the Laingsburg 
district. Meridian has been ranked in the top ten in the 
state for much of the season and heads north to Pine River 
for district play along with a strong Beal City squad. Pine 
River is also a top-ten team, so this district will be very 
tough.   

HSSS projected FINAL FOUR: Shelby vs. Muskegon 
Heights, Detroit Consortium vs. Boyne City

HSSS projected STATE CHAMPION: Detroit 
Consortium over Shelby 

Class D
Statewide outlook: Defending state champion 

Southfield Christian enters the tournament ranked No. 1 
in the state and is the team to beat for the title. With senior 
guard Lindsay Hunter IV and 6’6” big man DeMarco 
White, Southfield Christian is tough to defend. North 
Central is the prime contender from the Upper Peninsula, 
but it will have to get past Cedarville at the regional level. 
In southern Michigan, St. Philip Catholic is a team to 
watch.

Area outlook: Fulton has been one of the premier 
teams in mid Michigan this season. The Pirates have 
a deep and well-balanced team led by Nathan Davis, 
Gregg Jones, Dalton Trefil, and Colton Antes, and they 
are poised for a long tournament run. If the Pirates win a 
district title, they will journey to the Big Rapids regional, 
where they could be joined by a solid Sacred Heart 
Academy team. Morrice has enjoyed a big year, and the 
Orioles have the talent to not only win a district title but 
to also contend for a regional title at Morenci. 

HSSS projected FINAL FOUR: Fulton vs. Southfield 
Christian, North Central vs. St. Philip Catholic

HSSS projected STATE CHAMPION: North Central 
over Southfield Christian 

Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

A thrilling girls’ basketball 
season comes to an end in March 
with the state tournament. High 
School Sports Scene takes a look 
at this year’s  tournament and 
predicts who will make it to the 
Breslin Center.   

CLASS A
Area outlook: Haslett made 

it three in a row over rival 
DeWitt to earn the district title 
at Haslett. Grand Ledge has 
enjoyed a successful season with 
only two losses - to DeWitt and 
to Detroit King. The Comets 
survived the Gull Lake district 
and face a potential showdown 
at the regional at Ann Arbor 
Huron against Haslett. Midland's 
Jess Walter's stellar career came 
to a close in a regional loss to 
Carman-Ainsworth.

HSSS projected FINAL 
FOUR: Grand Ledge vs. 
Carman-Ainsworth Grosse 
Pointe South vs. Marian

HSSS projected STATE 
CHAMPION: Grosse Pointe 
South over Grand Ledge 

CLASS B
Area outlook: Powers 

Catholic and Goodrich were 
ranked no. 2 and no. 3 in class 
B and were on a collision 
course in the Goodrich regional. 
Powers earned the hard fought 
victory over the Martians. Ionia 
survived one of the toughest 
area districts at Wayland where 
it defeated sixth-ranked Portland 
and host Wayland. Eaton Rapids 
came out of the rugged Olivet 

district where it got past Jackson 
Northwest. The Carrollton 
regional was very interesting. 
Clare, led by senior standout 
Lindsay Winter, was ranked 
seventh in the state in Class B. 
Bullock Creek proved to be the 
team to beat at Carrollton after 
getting past John Glenn at the 
Garber district. Alma came on 
strong down the stretch behind 
standout senior standout Maddy 
Seeley as they won the Ovid-
Elsie district.

HSSS projected FINAL 

FOUR: Grand Rapids South 
Christian vs. Bullock Creek, 
Flint Powers vs. Ionia

HSSS projected STATE 
CHAMPION: Bullock Creek 
over Flint Powers

CLASS C
Area outlook: Nouvel 

Catholic Central, which 
advanced to the Class C state 
title game last year, came out 
of the rugged Breckenridge 
district and went to the Sandusky 
Regional and defeated Reese and 
host Sandusky en route to the 

regional title. This year’s Nouvel 
team is capable of another 
deep tournament run. Since 
making a late season coaching 
change the Panthers have reeled 
over impressive victories over 
Freeland, Flint Powers, Carson 
City, Midland High just to name 
a few. Nouvel will play a very 
scrappy St. Louis team in the 
quarterfinals.    

HSSS projected FINAL 
FOUR: Nouvel Catholic Central 
vs. Gobles, St. Ignace vs. 
Manchester

HSSS projected STATE 
CHAMPION: Nouvel Catholic 
Central over St. Ignace 

CLASS D
Area outlook: Led by 

standout guard Sara Hansen, 
who became the school’s all-time 
leading scorer late in the season, 
Sacred Heart Academy has had a 

memorable season. 
It has a deep and talented team 
that can score in a variety of 
ways. The Irish had impressive 
wins over Gaylord St. Mary 
Cathedral and Carson City-
Crystal this season, while their 
losses came against the likes of 
Class B Clare, Class C Nouvel 
Catholic Central, and Class C 
Beal City. Fowler came up big 
with a upset of Portland St. 
Patrick Catholic at the Fulton 
district. A regional showdown 
between Sacred Heart and 
Fowler is very possible.

HSSS projected FINAL 
FOUR: Sacred Heart Academy 
vs. Cardinal Mooney Catholic, 
Forest Park vs. Lake Michigan 
Catholic

HSSS projected STATE 
CHAMPION: Forest Park over 
Sacred Heart Academy

All roads lead  to Breslin    
Bullock Creek, 
Saginaw 
Nouvel, St. 
Louis, Grand 
Ledge, Mt 
Pleasant 
Sacred Heart 
and Flint 
Powers all 
won regional 
titles in hopes 
of continuing 
the dream at 
the Breslin 
Center. (Scott 
Keyes and 
Randy Miniard 
Photos)
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VViill llaaggee  ooff   BBrreecckkeennrr iiddggee   
Committed 

to our 
Future ...

Inspired by our Past.

Ithaca’s Travis Smith 
and Powers Catholic’s Allyson 
Haran are headed south to 
continue their athletic careers.

Both standout athletes 
signed their National Letters 
of Intent Feb. 5 to attend Wake 
Forest University in Winston-
Salem, NC, in front of friends 
and family at their respective 
schools.

Smith, who was a member of 
Ithaca’s four straight Division 6 
title teams and a key contributor 
in the Yellowjackets’ 56-
game winning streak, originally 
verbally committed to the 
University of Toledo, but after 
receiving a Facebook message 
from the Wake Forest staff right 
before Christmas, he opened his 
options once again.

At first, Smith couldn’t figure 
out why he was receiving a 
recruiting pitch from a coach at 
Wake Forest. “I was confused 
at first, because I didn’t really 
realize that the coaching staff at 
Wake Forest was the Bowling 
Green coaching staff,” he said. 
“When I learned it was Bowling 
Green’s coaches, I realized what 
was going on.”

Head coach Dave 
Clawson left Bowling Green 
University to take over the 
Wake Forest program in mid-
December and took several 
assistants with him, including 
offensive coordinator Warren 
Ruggiero. The new staff was 
scrambling when it came to the 
most important position on the 
field.

Smith had been on Clawson’s 
radar for the previous three 
years while he was coaching at 
Bowling Green. In fact, Travis 
and his dad Brett Smith visited 
Bowling Green last spring and 
liked what they saw.

“Travis has always dreamed 
about playing big-time football, 
and when this opportunity came 
about, he jumped at it,” Brett 
Smith said. “To play in the ACC 
with the likes of defending 
national champion Florida State 
University is pretty amazing. 
I’m looking forward to heading 
south quite a bit in the coming 
years.”

The Wake Forest coaches 
offered Smith a scholarship 
before he visited the school, 

which he fell in love with the 
minute he arrived.

“When I went down there 
to visit, it just blew me away,” 
said Smith. “The coaches have 
the program going in the right 
direction, and all the players 
are buying in. The academics at 
Wake Forest are top-five in the 
country, too.”

For his career, Smith finished 
with 104 touchdown passes 
and 8,044 yards passing, which 
ranks second in state history. 
In 2013, he completed 188 
of 264 passes (71 percent) 
for 42 touchdowns with only 
seven interceptions. His 42 
touchdown passes ranks fourth 
in the MHSAA single-season 
record book. Additionally, he 
also carried the ball 91 times 
for 640 yards and 10 scores last 
fall.

Harran, a first-team all-state 
defender in 2012, verbally 
committed to the Demon 
Deacons almost two seasons 
ago, and now the opportunity 
to play for an NCAA national 
soccer power has become 
reality. It is something that 
she has dreamed about since 
she started playing the game 
she loves nearly a decade 
ago. “Being able to play in the 
ACC with a team like Wake 
Forest is pretty special,” she 
said. “To go up against the top 

teams in the country is going 
to be tough, but I’m ready for 
the challenge, not to mention 
the opportunity of getting an 
education from one of the top 
schools in the country.”

On National Signing Day, 
Smith was joined by two of his 
teammates, Logan Hessbrook 
and Josh Hafner, who also 
announced their college 
decisions. “It’s cool to be 
signing to play in college with 
two of my receivers and best 
friends,” Smith commented.

Hessbrook, who is 
headed to Saginaw Valley 
State University, is a 6’3”,  
200-pound wide out who earned 
first-team all-state honors last 
fall. The future Cardinal caught 
62 passes for 1,262 yards and 
19 touchdowns in 2013 and was 
a key player on both sides of 
the ball for Ithaca. Defensively, 
he was a ball hawk, as he 
picked off nine passes and had 
63 tackles. 

Hafner, who will attend 
Northern Michigan University, 
earned honorable mention 
all-state honors last fall, 
as the the 6’2”, 175-pound 
wide out reeled in 48 passes 
for 770 yards and 10 scores. 
Defensively, he had 39 
tackles and seven interceptions.

 

Smith, Haran heading south to Wake Forest
A pair of area trios are 
headed for big things 
in the coming years, as 
Ithaca football players 
Josh Hafner (Northern 
Michigan), Travis 
Smith (Wake Forest), 
and Logan Hessbrook 
(Saginaw Valley) signed 
their National Letters 
of Intent Feb. 5 at 
Ithaca High School. 
Below: They join 
Powers Catholic soccer 
players Ally Haran 
(Wake Forest), Heather 
Rolls (Georgetown), 
and Morgan 
McKerchie(Michigan 
State), who also signed 
in February. (Scott 
Keyes and Randy 
Miniard Photos)

Scott Keyes
Sports Scene

Breckenridge’s Kirsten Olling 
will not have to deal with Mother 
Nature’s winter wrath for at least 
the next four years. She will trade 
in her winter boots for sandals, as 
she officially signed her National 
Letter of Intent with Arizona 
State University.

“This is definitely a big step 
for me, and it’s definitely what 
I want,” Olling said. “When 
you want to race against the 
best runners in the country, you 
want to do it at a school and a 
conference that is considered 
one of the best. I am proud of the 
decision that I made.”

Olling, a four-time Division 4 
state champion in cross country 
and a three-time state champion 
in the 3200-meter run in track 
and field, will run for  Meridian 
graduate Ryan Cole.

“To be able to run in the 
PAC-10 is pretty exciting,” she 

said. “I really like the team and 
the coach. This [right fit] is 
something I’ve been looking for 
for a long time, and I’m glad I 
found it at Arizona State.”

Olling had narrowed down her 
choices to Arizona State and 
Michigan State, and a visit to 
Tempe helped seal her decision.

“It’s going to take a little 
getting used to in the beginning, 
I think, but overall I think 
it’s perfect for me,” she said. 

Olling’s personal best time in 
the cross country 5K distance is 
17 minutes, 17 seconds, which 
she achieved at the Division 4 
regional in Harbor Beach in 2011.

Olling has the chance to 
become a four-time Division 4 
state champion in the 3200-meter 
run in track and field this spring. 
She also won the 1600-meter run 
her freshman year.

“I knew five or six years ago 
when Kirsten started running 
for us, that she was going to be 
special,” Breckenridge coach 

Royce Humm said. “Watching 
her sign her Letter of Intent is a 
great day for our program, cause 
she has worked so hard to get 
where she is today. It’s going to 
be sad to watch her leave.”

Meanwhile, Olling’s four-
year teammate at Breckenridge, 
senior Dominique Adams, will 
also continue her standout cross 
country and track and field 
careers in college. 

She signed a National Letter of 
Intent with Saginaw Valley State 
University last week.

In cross country, Adams earned 
all-state honors as a freshman 
and as a sophomore and all-
conference honors as a senior.

She helped the Huskies achieve 
their state runner-up finish in 
Division 4 last fall.

In track, Adams earned all-
state in the 1600- and 3200-meter 
runs as a sophomore and in 
the 3200-meter run and the 
3200-meter relay as a junior.

Powers Catholic’s Morgan McKerchie is not usually 
one who’s at a loss for words. But on Feb. 7, the day that 
she and 10 of her classmates signed their National Letters 
of Intent, the senior was humbled.

“When you sign your name on that dotted line, you 
realize all of your hard work and dreams have paid 
off,” said McKerchie, who signed to play soccer at 
Michigan State University. “MSU was somewhere that I 
knew I wanted to be. It’s close to home, but I just loved 
everything about the program. I couldn’t be happier with 
my decision I made.”

McKerchie signed her letter along with two of 
her soccer teammates, Heather Rolls and Allyson 
Haran. Signing with them made the day even 
more special. “You want to celebrate this day with 
everyone that helped make it possible,” she said. 
“Having Ally and Heather alongside me, as well as our 
other classmates, is pretty special.”

McKerchie, a forward,  tallied 41 goals and 38 assists 
in two seasons. Sitting out last season only made her 
hungrier heading into her final season. “I want us to have 
a great year and another run at a state title,” she said.

Powers won a state a championship in 2011 and was 
runner-up in 2012 and posted a combined 31 shutouts 
and an undefeated conference record.

Rolls, a goalkeeper who held opponents to 2.5 
goals per game over those two seasons, signed with 
Georgetown University in Washington, D.C.

She is as fearless as they come in goal. “When she 
leaves, she’s dirty, she’s wet, and she’s tired,” Powers 
assistant coach Jeff Tippett said. “She’s very dedicated, 
and anybody that thinks her job is easy, because she 
doesn’t have to run a lot, I invite you to try and keep a 
ball from going into a big space.”

Rolls expects a big season in the spring for the 
Chargers. “I love these girls,” she said, referring to 
her teammates McKerchie and Harran. “I would love 
nothing more than going out on top with another state 
championship.”

Rounding out the three was Haran, a first-team all-state 
defender in 2012, who signed with perennial NCAA 
tournament team Wake Forest University.

POWERS CATHOLIC SIGNING DAY
Michela Coury (basketball) – Lake Superior State 

University
Sara Ruhstorfer (basketball) – Wayne State University
Philip Stair (soccer) – Michigan State University
Madison Sabourin (lacrosse) – Siena Heights 

University
Trent Grimes (football) – Central Michigan University
Kristen Wolfe (golf) – Central Michigan University
Morgan McKerchie (soccer) – Michigan State 

University
Allyson Haran (soccer) – Wake Forest University
Heather Rolls (soccer) – Georgetown University
Jared Pechette (soccer) – Missouri University of 

Science & Technology

Check out the complete list of area signings go to 
www.highschoolsportsscene.com

Olling signs with  ASU

Big signing day for 
Powers Catholic;
numerous athletes 
head to next level

Ithaca's  Hessbrook, Hafner  sign with SVSU , Northern Michigan Breckenridge's  
Kirsten Olling 
signs her 
Mational of Intent 
to attend Arizona 
State University 
inthe fall. (Scott 
Keyes Photo)
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w w w . h i g h s c h o o l s p o r t s s c e n e . c o m
Alma, St. Louis Among Many Area 

Teams That Won District Titles

Heritage Hockey 
Team Continues To

Get It Done...

District Champs

Collision Course

Where Dreams 
Are Made; 

Hearts Are 
Broken

Girls Tourney
In Full Swing...

Boys Just 
Heating Up... 

Are You Ready?

MarCh...


