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Area Teams Win Three Of Four State Titles; 
East Lansing (Division 2), Flint Powers (Division 3), 

Lansing Christian (Division 4) 
Flex Muscles During Tough Championship Seasons

Cedar Springs Duo Win Boys, 
Girls D2 Championships

Triple 
Threat!

More Cross Country....

Triple 
Threat!

SELL US YOUR CAR MID MICHIGAN”S ONLY 
AUTOTRADER BUYING CENTER

517-803-2568
632 American Rd. • Lansing, Ml

www.shaheenchevrolet.com

FINDNEW ROADS
TM

Next To Celebration Cinema 
Lansing

Mid-Michigan’s Largest 
Chevy Dealer!

New • Used • Finance • Service • Parts • Body Shop

If you have a story idea 
or suggestions please 

contact Randy Miniard at 
517-202-1808. or randy@

highschoolsportsscene.com.
Thanks again for your 

support.

Publisher’s note

Randy Miniard

Where excellent care, 
the latest technology, 

and friendliness live

Martha A. Bamfield, D.D.S. • Dale A. Nester. D.D.S.
610 N. Pine River Street • Ithaca, Michigan 48847

w w w.pineriverdentalc are.com(989) 875-2888

We 
Love New 
Patients!

Call Today!

It’s a great day here at High School 
Sports Scene.

The holidays are now upon us 
and the football season is at its apex 
with the state finals taking place the 

Friday and Saturday after Thanksgiving. 
Three area teams will be battling it out 
for state titles this season. In Division 3, 
DeWitt will be playing in its fifth state title 
game in school history. Ithaca is making 
its fourth straight trip to Ford Field and 
the Yellowjackets are gunning for a fourth 
fabulous state title after edging Montrose by 
a single point in a dramatic state semifinal 
game. In Division 8, Beal City will be 
looking to add another state championship 
trophy to its trophy case.

With the fall season coming to an end, 
the winter sports season is right around 
the corner. Winter means the mats will be 
coming out for another year of high school 
wrestling. It will be hard to beat the success 
of area teams the past few seasons, and 
area wrestlers are set to add to that success 

this year. St. Johns will be 
looking to add to its list 
of titles, and other area 
powerhouses like Davison, 
Holt, Grand Ledge, Lowell, 
Greenville, Swan Valley, 
Chippewa Hills, Birch 
Run, Carson City-Crystal, 
and New Lothrop have 
outstanding teams waiting 
to be let loose.

The boys’ and girls’ basketball seasons 
are also set to open up. The news out of 
Saginaw is promising for both Saginaw 
and Arthur Hill, who both look to have 
powerhouse teams this season, while the 
Pewamo-Westphalia boys are also primed 
for a big year. 

So grab a turkey leg, enjoy friends and 
family, and take in some football and good 
luck to all the area teams and athletes, 
both in the football finals and in the winter 
season.  

Ford 
Field 
Bound
Although  the 
Ithaca football  
endured its 
toughest test 
since the 
inception 
of the 
consecutive 
game winning 
streak with its 
21-20 win in 
the Division 6 
semis against 
Montrose, the 
Yellowjackets 
head back to 
Ford Field with 
another state 
title in  their  
grasp. (Scott 
Keyes Photoi)
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Our underlying mission is to tip the scales of sport 
in your favor. If there is an advantage to be had, 

we’re the ones to find it. Our proven methods 
safely push you past your limits – increasing the 

competitive skills required to be a champion.

We offer a complete spectrum of services including:
 • Rehabilitation of orthopedic and sports injuries and 

sports training and injury prevention
• Treatment of neurological conditions
• Pediatric therapy • Massage therapy  

• Vestibular and balance therapy
Find out about additional services.

Student Athlete 
of the Month 

is awarded 4 weeks of 
performance training at 

Athletic Republic. 
Your hard work won’t 

go unnoticed.
www.athleticrepublicmidland.com

2205 Jefferson Avenue, Midland, MI
989.923.1952

Email: 
athleticrepublicmidland@gmail.com

Medical Professional Building
555 W. Wackerly St, Ste 2600

Midland, MI 48640
989-631-3570

www.ptandrehab.com

The Lexie Methner File
Sacred Heart Academy
Class: Senior
Accomplishments: Was a standout football 
player on both offense and defense for the 
Lumberjacks. Helped lead his team to its best 
record since the 2007 season.
Hobbies: Watching TV, lifting weights, sleeping
Favorite Subject: ELA
College: Hopes to play football at the next level 
but is currently undecided on what college he 
plans to attend.

The Ecka Henderson File
Saginaw Arthur Hill
Class: Senior
Accomplishments: Was a standout football 
player on both offense and defense for the 
Lumberjacks. Helped lead his team to its best 
record since the 2007 season.
Hobbies: Watching TV, lifting weights, sleeping
Favorite Subject: ELA
College: Hopes to play football at the next level 
but is currently undecided on what college he 
plans to attend.

Ecka 
Henderson

Lexie 
Methner

High School Sports Scene 
Male and Female Athlete 

of the Month presented by:

Class: Junior
Accomplishments: Led the Irish to the volleyball 
quarterfinals before losing in four sets to Leland. 
Guided her team to a Class D regional title via 
wins over Pentwater and Ashley. Had 36 kills 
during regionals.
Favorite Subject: English
Hobbies: Country music, hanging out with 
friends, and watching movies

 – specializing in – 

  
 

 

COVENANT CENTER FOR
 

ADVANCED 
ORTHOPAEDICS

FRANKENMUTH
600 NORTH MAIN ST.
989.921.3500

MIDLAND
1549 WASHINGTON
989.921.3500

SAGINAW
4701 TOWNE CENTRE, SUITE 301

989.921.3500

SAGINAW 
3875 BAY RD., SUITE 2-S
989.793.1372

SAGINAW 
800 COOPER, SUITE 5 
989.583.7450

Colleen Linehan, MD
Board Certified 

Orthopaedic Surgeon

Jason Maxa, PA-CB.C. de Beaubien, MD
Board Certified 

Orthopaedic Surgeon
Fellowship Trained in 
Adult Reconstruction

Michael J Tucker, Jr., DO
Board Eligible 

Orthopaedic Surgeon 
Fellowship Trained in 
Orthopaedic Trauma

Lindsey Pilling, PA-CAnthony de Bari, MD
Board Certified 

Orthopaedic Surgeon
Fellowship Trained

SPORTS INJURIES • SHOULDER REPLACEMENTS • ADVANCED SHOULDER SURGERY
JOINT PAIN • HIP AND KNEE REVISIONS  • TOTAL HIP AND KNEE REPLACEMENTS 
FRACTURES • ACETABULUM AND PELVIC FRACTURES • NONUNION FRACTURES

COMPLEX INTRA-ARTICULAR JOINT FRACTURES   

ALEX
Grace

Kaylie 
Rhynard

The Alex Grace File
Swan Valley High School
Class: Junior
Sport: Football
Accomplishments: Grace ran for 236 
yards and two touchdowns in Swan 
Valley’s 26-21 Division 4 quarterfinal loss 
to Lansing Sexton. He also completed 2 of 
2 passes for 17 yards. With the 236 yards 
rushing, Grace finished the season with 
2,952 yards, a state single-season rushing 
record. He averaged more than 10 yards a 
carry during the season.
College: Grace is receiving a lot of 
attention from Big Ten and MAC Schools 
as one of the top juniors in Michigan.

The Kaylie Rhynard File
Shepherd High School
Class: Senior
Sport: Cross Country and Softball
Accomplishments: Rhynard helped the 
Shepherd girls cross country team to its 
first Division 3 state championship since 
1994. She placed fifth overall  in the state 
final in a time of 18:55.5.

GPA: Academic All-State in both cross 
country and softball. 

College: Rhynard will attend Grand 
Valley State University, where she plans 
on running cross country and playing 
softball for the Lakers. 

Male and Female 
Scholar-Athlete of the 

Month presented by:
ADVANCED

ORTHOPAEDICS

COVENANT CENTER FOR
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Breckenridge’s Kirsten Olling 
made her final cross country 
race a memorable by winning 

her fourth consecutive cross 
country championship earlier 
this month at Michigan 

International Speedway. 
Olling will leave high 
school as one of the most 
decorated runners in the 

history of Michigan cross 
country. The Huskies finished 

second as a team.  
(Jeff McGinthy photos)

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Kirsten Olling made it four straight state titles and she set a state 
record when she covered the Michigan International Speedway 
course in 17:44.9 for first place in the Division 4 meet on 
Nov. 2.

She also helped Breckenridge get second place as a 
team with 136 points, behind first place Beal City.

During her race, Olling “was crying because it 
was my last year,” she said. “This is over, this is 
it; I have to give it my all.”

Dominique Adams finished 19th in 20:22.6, 
Rachel Reiber 23rd in 20:39.1, Lindsay Hoard 26th 
in 20:43.3, Ayanna Williams 67th in 21:34.8, Carly 
Jenkins 78th in 21:51.1 and Kaitlin Fleming 113th in 
23:13.6.

“We had some freshmen that matched up well for 
us, said Breckenridge coach Royce Humm, referring to 
Ayanna Williams. “We knew we were gong to be in a hunt 
for the title and would be this close. We were going after 
that.”

It's the highest finish school history.
Olling became the seventh female runner in state history to win 

four straight titles.
“That's amazing,” she said. “So few have done it.”
Entering her high school career, “I was expecting all-state or 

something like that, but not four state championships,” she smiled.
Olling beat Tessa Fornari of Our Lady of the Lakes by almost a 

minute. Fornari had a second place time of 18:41.7. Olling's time 
set a new Division 4 record.

“She's been running well all season,” Humm said. “Dominique 
Adams ran well and ia a solid leader for our program.”

Olling “helps set a benchmark for everyone,” Humm said. “She 
knows you have to go out there and work hard. She's out there 
running every day. That sets the benchmark for the rest of the 
girls. They see that and know that's what makes her better.”

Adams, Hoard, and Olling will graduate in the spring, 
but “[w]e've got some underclassmen that are shining 
really well,” Humm said. “We'll reload next year.”

The only remaining unknown for Olling is for what 
team she run her next cross country race.

“I'm looking forward to going to college,” said 
Olling, who said after her race that she hasn't 
yet made up her mind where she is going, 

but that she is intrigued by Michigan State 
University.

Meanwhile, it's been a unique recruiting 
process for Olling. “It's been kind of weird,” 
she smiled. “I feel the coach and athlete 
relationship should be where you can 
trust your coaches. That's what I look 
for, finding the right coach and the right 
teammates.”

She's made an unofficial visit to 
MSU. “I really, really liked it,” she 

said. “I'm very 
comfortable with 
the coaches. It's fun 
knowing I have 
all these options 
open and there's 
no limit. I don't 

want to get so far 
away that I can't visit 

home. But I don't want 
to be too close that it 

doesn't feel like I ever left.”

Olling goes out with

BANG!
Wins D4 title for fourth year in row; 
Breckenridge finishes second as team

WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE® TAX & PLATES INCLUDED IN ALL PAYMENTS!
989-224-3900

EXIT 99 Off US-127 ST. JOhnS fOr SavIngS

877SUndancE.cOm *New & Used Vehicles: 
All Payments are with approved 

credit, see dealer for details.

WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE®

We Take Anything In On Trade

BUICK • GMC In St. 
Johns

SunDAnCESunDAnCE

We Pay A $1 A Mile To Shop & Buy

opeN suNdays  
 NooN - 5pm!

24 MPG2014 GMC ACADIA FWD

39 MO, 10K LEASE, ALLY BANK, GMS, ENTErPrISE CErT
TAX & PLATE INCLUDED IN PAYMENT

SAVE
$5,870

$299/Dn.* 
$299/MO.*

$3000/Dn.* $219/MO.*

MSRP $35,260

uP 
TO

$29,390*SALE
PRICE 

21 MPG2014 GMC SIERRA 2WD REG

39 MO 10K LEASE, ALLY BANK, GMS, ENTErPrIESE CErT 
TAX & PLATE INCLUDED IN PAYMENT

SAVE
$4,945

$319/Dn.* 
$319/MO.*

$3000/Dn.* $249/MO.*
MSRP $27,170

uP 
TO

$22,225*SALE
PRICE 

24 MPG2014 BuICk EnCLAVE FWD

SAVE
$6,215

$349/Dn.* 
$349/MO.*

$3000/Dn.* $269/MO.*

MSRP $39,665

39 MO 10K LEASE, ALLY BANK, GMS, ENTErPrISE CErT 
TAX & PLATE INCLUDED IN PAYMENT

uP 
TO

$33,450*SALE
PRICE 

32 MPG2014 GMC TERRAIn FWD

39 MO 10K LEASE, ALLY BANK,  ENTErPrISE CErT, GMS 
TAX & PLATE INCLUDED IN PAYMENT

$23,100*SALE
PRICE 

SAVE
$4,235

$239/Dn.* 
$239/MO.*

$3000/Dn.* $159/MO.*

MSRP $27,390

uP 
TO ALL NEW

BUICKS
• 2 years of OnStar 
directions & 
connections

• Over $1,000 
MSRP in 
added value

• 2 years of 
Sirius XM radio

• 2 years of 
maintenance 39 MO 10K LEASE, ALLY BANK, GMS, ENTErPrISE CErT 

TAX & PLATE INCLUDED IN PAYMENT

SAVE
$3,715

$295/Dn.* 
$295/MO.*

$3000/Dn.* $215/MO.*

MSRP $30,615

$26,900*SALE
PRICE 

30 MPG2014 BuICk REGAL uP 
TO

39 MO 10K LEASE, ALLY BANK, GMS, ENTErPrISE CErT 
TAX & PLATE INCLUDED IN PAYMENT

SAVE
$4,440

$339/Dn.* 
$339/MO.*

$3000/Dn.* $259/MO.*
MSRP $34,060

$29,620*SALE
PRICE 

36 MPG2014 BuICk LACROSSE uP 
TO

$259/DOWn $259/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2011 CHEVY SILVERADO

SALE PRICE
$15,900

SHORT 
BOX, AUTO

$115/DOWn $115/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2003 POnTIAC GRAnD AM GT

SALE 
PRICE

$5,900

MOON

$135/DOWn $135/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2005 FORD FOCuS SES

SALE 
PRICE

$6,900

ZX5

$175/DOWn $175/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2009 POnTIAC G6

SALE 
PRICE

$8,900

AUTO

$149/DOWn $149/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2008 FORD FuSIOn SE

SALE 
PRICE

$7,900

$229/DOWn $229/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2008 POnTIAC MOnTAnA

SALE 
PRICE

$11,900

DVD

$315/DOWn $315/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2011 CHEVY TRAVERSE LTZ

SALE 
PRICE

$21,900

MOON

$189/DOWn $189/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2009 CHEVY COBALT LT

SALE PRICE
$9,900

2DR, 
MOON

$339/DOWn $339/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2013 CHRYSLER TOWn & COunTRY

SALE PRICE
$23,900

LEATHER, 
DVD

$269/DOWn $269/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2010 CHEVY MALIBu LTZ

SALE 
PRICE

$16,500

MOON

$149/DOWn $149/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2009 CHRYSLER PT CRuISER

SALE 
PRICE

$7,900

TOURING

$245/DOWn $245/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2011 FORD FuSIOn SE

SALE 
PRICE

$14,900

MOON

$175/DOWn $175/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2006 CADILLAC DTS

SALE 
PRICE

$8,900

LEATHER

$175/DOWn $175/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2005 CADILLAC CTS

SALE PRICE
$8,900

LEATHER, 
MOON

$175/DOWn $175/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2005 DODGE DuRAnGO SLT

SALE 
PRICE

$8,900

HEMI

$145/DOWn $145/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2008 CHEVY HHR LT

SALE 
PRICE

$7,500

$235/DOWn $235/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2013 CHEVY IMPALA LT

SALE 
PRICE

$14,500

MOON

$209/DOWn $209/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2010 FORD FOCuS SEL

SALE PRICE
$10,900

LEATHER, 
MOON

$229/DOWn $229/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2009 CHEVY MALIBu LS

SALE 
PRICE

$11,900

$175/DOWn $175/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2005 CHEVY IMPALA LS

SALE 
PRICE

$8,900

MOON

$149/DOWn $149/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2006 CHEVY IMPALA LTZ

SALE 
PRICE

$7,900

LEATHER

$225/DOWn $225/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2008 SATuRn AuRA XE

SALE 
PRICE

$11,500

$105/DOWn $105/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2002 OLDS BRAVADA

SALE 
PRICE

$4,900

LEATHERAWD

$89/DOWn $89/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2003 POnTIAC GRAnD PRIX SE

SALE 
PRICE

$3,900

V6

$149/DOWn $149/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2008 POnTIAC GRAnD PRIX

SALE 
PRICE

$7,900

$325/DOWn $325/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2012 JEEP LIBERTY LTD

SALE PRICE
$22,900

LEATHER, 
MOON4X4

$259/DOWn $259/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2005 DODGE RAM 1500 SLT

SALE PRICE
$15,900

LEATHER, 
MOON4X4

$209/DOWn $209/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2005 DODGE DAkOTA SLT

SALE PRICE
$10,900

LEATHER, 
MOON4X4

$259/DOWn $259/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2005 CHEVY SILVERADO LT

SALE 
PRICE

$15,900

Z-714X4

$239/DOWn $239/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2008 JEEP GRAnD CHEROkEE

SALE 
PRICE

$14,500

LAREDO4X4

VViill llaaggee  ooff   BBrreecckkeennrr iiddggee   
Committed 

to our 
Future ...

Inspired by our Past.
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Sacred Heart comes up 
short in D4

Aggies win first-ever girls state 
championship in any sport

The Mt Pleasant boys cross country team 
came up short in its quest of winning a 
D4 state title finishing eight points behind 
Saugatuck,, who finished the day with 113. 
Cooper Terry paced the Irish with a third place 
finish. (Jeff McGinthy photos)

Beal City posted 120 points at the state meet 
and finished first out of 27 teams. Breckenridge 
was second at 136. (Jeff McGinthy photos)

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Chad Zitzelsberger coached three all-state runners for Sacred Heart 
Academy’s cross country team this season. Just as impressively, he also 
skippered a team that finished second in the state in Division 4 in the 
Lower Peninsula meet Nov. 2 at Michigan International Speedway.

Cooper Terry was third in 16:39.4 for the Irish, while Jim English 
was ninth in 16:58.1, Logan Moyle 10th in 16:59.3, Tony Perez 41st in 
17:5.2, Sam Meyer 57th in 18:07.4, Nate Thering 162nd in 20:52.6, and 
John Obeid 168th in 21:25.6.

Terry and English are seniors, while the other five are sophomores 
and will return for the next two seasons.

Saugatuck won the championship with 113 points, while Sacred 
Heart had 121. Saugatuck had places two, seven, 26, 38, and 40 for 
team scoring. Concord was third at 134.

“We thought it was gong to be a four-team race,” Zitzelsberger 
said. “Pretty much all season, we’ve been battling with Concord and 
Saugatuck and Pewamo. We’ve raced all three of those teams. Every 
time we’ve raced them, it’s been close.”

“I think I could have done a lot better,” Terry said. “But we’re second 
place as a team. It’s been a very memorable season. We’re doing what I 
thought we’d do. We came out here and we did our best as a team.”

Sacred Heart was also runner-up in 2011. “We came so close that 
year,” Zitzelsberger said. “Our goal was to get back as soon as possible 
and do it again. We were close to accomplishing that. I’m proud of 
the guys. They ran very well.”

Zitzelsberger was happy with the effort of his two seniors. 
“I’ve coached them four years, and they were a key part of that 
team in 2011,” Zitzelsberger said. He indicated that the muddy 
conditions probably didn’t make a difference in the final results. 
“We talked all week  that it might be a wet day and muddy. We 
were prepared for it. I told them the toughest team will come 
down on top. They didn’t let it slow them down too much.”

“Other than the mud, it was perfect,” Terry said. But it 
did slow my time down.” 

Pewamo-Westphalia was sixth, led by Tanner Droste, 
who finished fourth in 16:43.4. Beal City was seventh, led 
by Nick Pung, eighth in 16:56.6.

Rhynard leads way for Bluejays
John Raffel
Sports Scene

Shepherd netted outstanding runs from its top six runners and 
posted an easy first-place finish Nov. 2 in the Division 2 cross 
country state finals at Michigan International Speedway.

The Bluejays had 120 points to earn their first cross 
country state title since 1994. Second-place Benzie 
Central had 186 points.

Kaylie Rhynard placed fifth overall  in 18:55.5, 
while Katelyn Hutchinson was 10th in 19:12.8, Kylie 
Hutchinson 33rd in 20:15, Rachel Mathers 35th in 
20:20.4, Taylor Thrush 37th in 20:21.6, Taylor Priest 39th 
in 20:27.3 and Sarah Bellinger 56th in 20:44.9.

“It is amazing; it is everything I could have imagined,” 
said Rhynard, a senior. “We worked so hard, and it’s awesome 
to see it pay off with this group of girls. It’s unbelievable.”

Rhynard was part of two Bluejay teams that placed ninth at 
state in previous years. The two Hutchinson girls and Mathers are 
freshmen.

“We were shooting for this before the season started,” Rhynard said. 
“In August, we were preparing to be the best team we could be. We did 
not come in thinking we were going to win it. We came in thinking we’d 
run our hearts out, and if we all run well, we should be able to win.”

The top two runners were all-staters, but others ran well enough to give 
Rhynard a strong notion even before seeing the final results that her team 
had won.

“Once we found out, it was the best feeling ever,” Rhynard said. “It was 
not my best [race]. The season didn’t go as individually well as I would 
have liked it to. What we’ve done as a team has made up for it. I have a 
strained muscle in my stomach and that started in the summer. I’m able 
to run pretty close to what I have in past years.”

“Anytime you’re in a state meet and you have a chance to do 
well, you’re a little bit nervous,” said coach Carey Hammel. 

The Shepherd girls cross country team won its first state 
championship since the 1994 season.  
(Jeff McGinthy photos)
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“I was pretty confident. I knew the girls were ready. I knew 
they were going to run well, and it worked out.

“Kaylie Rhynard finishing in the top 10 was awesome. 
She finished all-state all four years. One of the biggest 
things was Kylie Hutchinson, our third girl today, ran an 
exceptional race. Taylor Thrush our  fifth runner today, is 
normally one of our top three runners. But she was running 
with mono, so that was a really gutty performance. It 
wasn’t easy for her, but she really kept it up. Overall, all 
seven runners ran exceptionally well, and I couldn’t be 
prouder of them than I am.”                

 Clare finished 
ninth, Ithaca 10th, 
and Lansing 
Catholic 13th.

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Beal City now has a girls’ state 
championship team.

The school has won several boys’ 
titles in baseball and football. But the 
cross country team winning a state title 
in Division 4 on Nov. 2 at Michigan 
International Speedway was a first for a 
girls’ program.

The Aggies posted 120 points at the 
state meet and finished first out of 27 
teams. Breckenridge was second at 136.

“It was a fantastic race,” said Beal City 
coach Dave King. “Our kids came in ready 
to run and went out and did their job. It 
wasn’t a fast day on the course, and times 
weren’t exceptional. But they raced for a 
championship, and that’s what they needed 
to do today. It’s about places, and they ran 
for their places and did a great job.”

Hannah Steffke led the Aggies with a 
seventh-place finish in 19:27.0. Hannah 
Neyer was 14th in 19:57.0, Emily Steffke 
18th in 20:12.5, Ariel Salter 37th in 
20:52.6, Brenda Faber 44th in 21:04.2, 
Hayley Neyer 48th in 21:11.5 and Rachel 
Schwerwin 171st in 25:43.7.

“I knew we had a shot,” King said. “I 
felt we were under-ranked for most of 

the season. I knew we were in the top 
three or four that had a chance.”

“It’s so amazing, I’m so happy for 
myself and the team even more,” said 
Hannah Steffke. “We worked so hard 
for it.”

Beal City finished fourth in the 
state last year, and the Aggies 
started thinking about a title in 2014 
immediately after last year’s season 
ended, Steffke noted. “It was really 
close last year,” she said. “We knew 
we were one of the top teams and 
only lost one girl from last year. 
We had a couple of girls, including 
myself, getting over sicknesses. 
Everyone gave it their all, no matter 
what.”

Course conditions were muddy 
because of heavy rains which 

stopped prior to race time. The 
Division 4 girls race was the 

first of eight races for the day.

“I was close to a PR,” Steffke said. “With the way 
the course was today, it was super muddy and sucked 
in your feet and didn’t want to let you go.”

“Our one senior on the team ran her lifetime best and 
got an all-state position,” King said, referring to Hannah 
Neyer. “She broke 20 minutes for the first time in her 
life. It was her last high school race but finished with an 
all-state medal and state championship. She was key to 
making that happen. Her finish was big for us.”

Salter and Faber are freshmen. Talking about them, 
King indicated that “[t]hey worked hard all summer 
long, came in, and stepped in for what was already a 
good team coming back. We will have a good team 
coming back next year.”

“My youngest sister is coming 
up and she’s really excited,” 
Steffke said.

King noted that the Beal 
City football and volleyball 
teams are highly-ranked 
in their respective 
postseason tournaments.

“From the history 
of the people I talked 
to, I think this might 
be the first girls’ state 
championship in Beal City,” 
King said.

Future Stars Basketball Skill & Evaluation Camp (6th - 8th grade) 
Boys 12/7, Girls 12/8

Elite Power League Volleyball Tryouts (12U - 18U) on 12/8/13
Boys Travel Team Basketball Tryouts (5th - 8th grade) on 12/15/13

Volleyball 4 v 4 High School League. 6 weeks (1/05/14)
Boys & Girls Middle School Basketball League. 5 weeks (1/22/14)

Boys & Girls Basketball Tournaments all Winter & Spring (5th - 8th grade)

- Fall Events -

5175 East Remus Road
Mount Pleasant, MI 48858

989-953-7529
www.moreycourts.com

• 8 Basketball/Volleyball Courts

• 3 Racquetball Courts

• 2 Tennis Courts

• Complete Fitness Center

• Walking/Jogging Track

• Championship Sports 
 Individual Training

• Basketball & Volleyball

*$89.99 Monday-Thursday, per night, 
standard room and includes 4 waterpark 
passes. Tax, resort fee, room upgrades, 
or additional guests are not included. 
Management reserves the right to 
modify or cancel this promotion at any 
time. Some restrictions may apply. 
Valid until January 31, 2014.

*$89.99
Standard Room
Monday-Thursday

*Includes 4 
  waterpark passes!

EARLY BONUS OFFER
HOLIDAY GIFT CARD OPTIONS
Celebrate the 2013-2014 Holiday Season
at Soaring Eagle Waterpark and Hotel!

*All bonus offers are valid from January 5, 2014 - April 30, 2014
We have designed 5 unique packages & made them into 

Holiday Gift Cards for a FUN gift giving experience this Holiday!
This special bonus offer applies to guests using this years 

holiday gift cards during the dates listed on the card. If the 
guest is unable to redeem this during this time frame - the 

gift card value will remain intact, and may be applied at 
dollar value to other options available in the future.

5665 E. Pickard Rd. • Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
Reservations: 1.877.2EAGLE2 • Direct: 989.817.4800 
www.soaringeaglewaterpark.com

The  Sacred Heart boys cross country team came 
up short in its quest of winning a D4 state title, 
finishing eight points behind Saugatuck, which 
finished the day with 113. Cooper Terry paced 
the Irish with a third place finish. (Jeff McGinthy 
Photos)
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Rockford, Chippewa Hills girls have strong races
John Raffel
Sports Scene

Lauren Brasure made her last cross country race a 
memorable one.

The Rockford senior placed second in the Division 
I race Nov. 2 at Michigan International Speedway. 
Audrey Belf of Birmingham Seaholm won the race in 
17:31.1. Brasure was second in 17:40.8.

Brasure’s performance helped Rockford take fifth as 
a team. Hudsonville was third at 164, Seaholm fourth 
at 165, Rockford fifth at 169 and Traverse City Central 
was sixth at 170.

Kerianne Schoff was 17th in the team race for the  
Rams in 18:31.7, while Morgan Harney was 30th in 
18:46.5, Morgan Benoit 41st in 19:03.4 and Larissa 
Medich 79th in 19:38.7.

It was Brasure’s best finish at a state meet, which 
was dramatic considering it’s also the first time she 
broke into the top 100.

“I had a lot of confidence coming into this race,” she 
said, adding that in the final 1,000 meters, she realized 
she wasn’t going to catch Belf.  She felt secure in 
second place.

“I felt really happy,” she said. “I couldn’t have 
asked for a more successful season. “

The team had hopes for a strong finish, Brasure 
acknowledged.

Chippewa Hills’ Megan O’Neil earned All-State 
honors for the fourth straight year during the 
Division 2 race at MIS earlier this month.

The Rockford girls cross country team finished 
fifth the Division 1 state meet held at Michigan 
International Speedway earlier this month. 
Lauren Brasure led the way for the Rams with a 
second place finish.

Cedar Springs boasts state Division 2 champ in XC for boys and girls

Lansing Catholic runner wins state title

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Cedar Springs showcased its cross country program 
at the Lower Peninsula state finals by having the 
individual winner in both the girls’ and boys’ races 
Nov. 2 at Michigan International Speedway.

Kenzie Weiler won the girls’ race in 17:55.1 in 
dramatic fashion, while Austin Sargeant took the boys’ 
race with a few more seconds to spare.

Weiler, locked in second place most of the race, 
sprinted to pass Jackie Bredenberg of Detroit Country 
Day in the final yards of the girls’ race. Weiler’s time 
was 17:55.1, while Bredenberg came in at 17:55.9.

“I have goals, but I don’t have strategies because 
when things go wrong...my strategy was to listen to my 
heart and then make up my mind to take over,” Weiler 
said. “I was tired. Never did I give up.”

After the frontrunners had separated from the pack, 
Weiler was as far as 20 yards behind Bredenberg at one 
stage of the race.

“I was happy,” she said. “I wouldn’t have been upset 
with a second-place finish. I definitely am happier with 
a first-place finish.”

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Lansing Catholic senior Keenan Rebera won the 
Division 3 boys’ cross country state championship at 
Michigan International Speedway on Nov. 2 with time 
to spare.

Robera clocked the course in 15:31.0. He beat 
second-place finisher Chase Barnett of Mason County 
in 16:00.9.

Rebera helped Lansing Catholic take third place in 
the team standings with 189 points. Benzie Central was 
first at 111. Stockbridge was second at 129 and Clare 
was fourth at 192.

For Lansing Catholic, Jefferey Lorencen was 25th 
in 17:57.8, Nick Kelsey 41st in 17:15.6, Ethan Markey 
60th in 17:31.3, Teddy Terzian 62nd in 17:33.9, Teddy 
Jurkovic 90th in 18:00.9, and Max Hayden 146th in 
18:57.1.

“I took the first mile very hard,” Rebera said. “I 
managed to hold on to that second mile. I tried as 
hard as I could in that third mile, when there was hard 
footing.”

Rebera said he was confident of victory at about the 
second mile. “I knew if I had to, I had enough energy 

Lansing Catholic senior Keenan Rebera runs 
to victory during the Division 3 finals at MIS 
earlier this month. Rebera led the Cougars to 
a third place finish. 

Grand Blanc’s Fisher wins Division 1 state CC title

Grand Blanc’s Grant Fisher gets set to cross the 
finish line during the Division 1 state finals held 
at MIS earlier this month.  
(Jeff McGinthy photos)

“We’re happy with what we got,” she said. “We met 
(expectations).”

Brasure plans on running after high school but isn’t 
sure yet of her exact plans.”

Meanwhile, it was the final Division 2 race for 
Chippewa Hills’ Megan O’Neil, an all-stater the fourth 
straight year.

O’Neil was eighth in the Division 2 race with a 
time of 18:50.5. But because of previous downpours, 
runners were presented with muddy course conditions 
at MIS.

Kenzie Weiler and Austin Sargeant won their 
respective races during the D2 state finals at 
Michigan International Speedway.

It’s her first state title after two straight runner-up 
finishes.

“One of my really good friends won the boys’ race. 
So it’s been a good day for our school,” Weiler smiled. 
“My teammates had PRs.”

Cedar Springs finished 15th as a team. In the team 
standings. Kelsie Webber was 71st in 20:26.4, Maddie 
Pekrul 90th in 20:46.4, Ellie Ovokaitys 91st in 20:46.4. 
and Shayne Mann 103rd in 20:55.6. Of the top five 
runners for Cedar Springs, only Pekrul graduates.

In the boys’ race, Sargeant timed a 15:42.7 to beat 
second-place runner Mason Van Dyke of Mason in 
15:48.5.

Sargeant was 27th in the Division 2 final race 
in 2012. He hasn’t lost a race all season and was 
confident that he could keep that streak going at the 
final. He was confident of victory at the 2 1/2-mile 
mark.

“It’s been a lot of hard work in the off-season and 
staying with the pack for pretty much the whole race 
until I can keep it down,” Sargeant said. 

His finishes have usually been strong, he added.
Winning the same year that Weiler did made it even 

more special, Sargeant noted.
“That was our goal this year,” he said.

to kick it in if someone came up on me,” he said. 
“I knew if I had a larger lead by the second mile I 
could get it. I’m very happy with it.”

Being at state was definitely a goal for Rebera 
coming into the season.

On his team’s third place finish, “I’m really 
proud of them. They worked really hard,” Rebera 
said. “We’ve been struggling all year. It’s a great 
way to end the season.”

Clare was led by Hunter Nivison, ninth in 
16:27.4. Kyler Phillips was 15th in 16:39.9, Kevin 
Spicer-Torres 34th in 17:09.3, Ben Haupt 50th in 
17:24.8, and Chase Field 84th in 17:56.2.

St. Louis was ninth as a team. Connor Pilmore 
was 18th in 16:44.3, while Evan Goodell was 29th 
in 17:06.5, Collin Shaw 36th in 17:11.5, and Zack 
Ross 96th in 18:08.7.

Bullock Creek was 11th, led by James Sira, 
seventh in 16:15.9.

“I think I did OK but I would have liked to have been 
higher, but it’s all right,” O’Neil said. “I wasn’t at where I 
wanted to be at the start.”

When it got down to the nitty gritty, O’Neil found herself 
too far behind to challenge for a top spot.

She smiled while talking about the muddy conditions.
“I wore half-inch spikes which may not have been the 

best idea,” she said. “Everything else was good.”
O’Neil was third as a freshman in 2010. She was ninth as 

a sophomore and seventh as a junior.

DAN STICKRADT
For Sports Scene
dan.stickradt@northoaklandsports.com
Twitter: @LocalSportsFans

 
BROOKLYN — Grant Fisher had to make a choice last 

November. The Grand Blanc sophomore had to choose 
between the boys’ soccer state finals and the boys’ cross-
country state championship.

Being involved in two sports in the same season, Fisher 
was caught in a pickle. The Bobcats soccer team reached 
the Division 1 state title game against East Kentwood, 
while the previous weekend, the cross country team  had 
qualified for the championship.

Same day at the same time equaled conflict.
Fisher headed to Troy Athens for the soccer finals 

that day and left his cross country dreams behind. East 
Kentwood defeated Grand Blanc 1-0 for the  title that day.

This year, Fisher decided before the state tournament that 
he would attend the cross country state meet, regardless 
of his soccer team’s postseason success. As it turned out, 
Grand Blanc was upset in the boys’ soccer district final by 
Clarkston, 1-0.

“I knew before the season that I was definitely going to 
cross country,” said Fisher. “I really wanted to do well this 
year, especially missing last year.”

Fisher capped an unbeaten season against Michigan 
runners Saturday at Michigan International Speedway, 

cruising to the Division 1 title in 15:13.7, despite chilly 
temperatures that hovered around 45 degrees and solid 
mud at some points of the 3.1-mile course.

Locked in a tight race with Milford’s Brian Kettle 
at the two-mile mark, Fisher pulled away. Kettle, the 
defending state champion, ran 15:31.7 and finished 
second. Royal Oak’s Ben Hill (15:41.2), Waterford 
Mott’s Ryan Robinson (15:42.6) ,and Okemos’ Daniel 
Kroth (15:43.5) finished out the top five.

“This is my first state title in cross country. This is 
what I trained for,” said Fisher. “I knew I it would be 
close. I had to keep pushing. I really picked it up after 
the two-mile mark.”

A total of 22 runners broke 16 minutes in the 
unfavorable conditions. Milford, the defending 
champion, only had one other runner in the top 30 but 
came through in the clutch with four in the top 61 to 
win the team crown again with 165 points. Ranked 
third in the polls going in, Milford prevailed despite 
their No. 5 runner, Clinton Caddell, fighting through 
an injury.

“It’s nice considering the adversary we had to face,” 
noted veteran Milford coach Bryan Saylers, whose 
team captured its fifth state crown since 2003. “Clinton 
was just coming back and was not at full strength. We 
had to have other runners step up, and we did. In a 
wide-open, high-scoring race, we had enough to win it 
again. Anything can happen. We were five points better 
today and only 15 better than the third place team.”

There Is 
No Limit To 
The Fun You 
Will Have!

To Go Orders Welcomed
517.244.1090

801 N Cedar St
Mason, MI 48854 citylimitssportsgrill.com

Pizza • Burgers • Grinders
Steaks • Salads • Ribs

Randy, here is the new ad      directions:

      For All Your Trailer Needs!  (change to)
      I Have The Trailer U Need!

      logo as is

      700+ New And Used, E-Z Financing (change to)
      800 Trailers, Low Prices & E-Z Financing

      relocate what was the center photo and place it on the left
      remove the rh photo and what was the left photo
      insert this attached photo of fred 

      Special Pricing For ALL MMSS Readers (change to)
      Ask For Fred- Get A MMSS Discount

      change the Number to bright red
      change the www.BecksTrailerStore.com to bright royal blue

      7607 US-127
      St. Johns
      Mi. 48879

I Have The Trailer U Need!

Ask For Fred - Get A MMSS Discount
1-888-336-0271
www.BecksTrailerStore.com

 800 Trailers, Low Prices & E-Z Financing

7607 N US-27
St. Johns
MI. 48879

Trailer SUPERstore & Service Center

BECK’S!
Trailer SUPERstore & Service Center

Trailer SUPERstore & Service Center

17-Aug-11 8: PM

17-Aug-11 8: PM

17-Aug-11 8: PM

www.chippewacab.com

Available for All of Your Central & Northern Michigan Needs!
No Distance Too Far!

NEED A RIDE? WE CAN HELP! LIFT VAN AVAILABLE.

Casino Trips Ski Resorts Bar Runs
Senior Transport Party Vans Medical Transport
Airport Pick Up/Drop Off Weddings           Wine Tours In Traverse City
Airline Vouchers Accepted Corporate Accounts And Petoskey

24/7/365  •  800-298-7801

Full Color Printing
Brochures
Invitations

Office Supplies

Arrow Swift Printing

Tickets
Fax & Copy Services

Booklet Binding
Offset Printing

Let us help your business

“Think Beyond the Ink”
We offer a variety of services including...

Lamination
Envelopes
Stationary
Resumes

221 E. Saginaw Street ~ Breckenridge, MI 48615
arrowswift@frontier.com

989-842-1300  Fax: 989-842-1301

WE HAVE MOVED! 3984 W. Monroe (M-46)
Alma, MI 48801
www.premier-com.com

Ph.: (989) 463-4532
Fax: (989) 463-4560
Toll Free: 1-877-681-3064

YOUR #1 SOURCE FOR MILL ACCESSORIES

• Square & Round Spouting & Accessories • Truss Kits •Screw Conveyors & Parts
• Power Transmission Components • Belting, Buckets & Fasteners • Drag Conveyors & Accessories

• Level Controls • Bin Sweeps and Unloading Equipment

The Rockford girls cross country team finished 
fifth in the Division 1 state meet held at Michigan 
International Speedway earlier this month. Lauren 
Brasure led wthe way for the rams with a second 
place finish.



12                  November / December               High School Sports Scene - Keeping Kids In The News                      www.highschoolsportsscence.com 13  www.highschoolsportsscence.com                    High School Sports Scene - Keeping Kids In The News               November / December

Jason Saunders
Sales Professional

9009 Lansing Road
Durand, Michigan 48429

www.graffchevydurand.com

(989) 288-2657
Flint (810) 232-9157
Fax (989) 288-2347
jsaunders@hankgraff.com

Good Luck 

Panthers!

Specializing in MSHDA multi Family Renovations
701 South Main - Ovid, MI 48866

989-834-1500
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of Hemlock
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of St. Johns

Lindsay Winter 
of Clare

Lacy Tolfree of
Saginaw Heritage

Garrett Stehley
of Lowell

Sara Hansen of 
Mt. Pleasant 
Sacred Heart

Signed...Sealed...Delivered
Area Athletes take advantage of early signing period to decide their future

Make into Graphic....

Area Early signings:
Jess Walter, Midland High, basketball, (Indiana University) 
Zac Hall, St. Johns, wrestling, (University of Michigan)
Karli Herrington, Hemlock, basketball, (Central Michigan University)
Lacy Tolfree, Saginaw Heritage, softball, (Central Michigan University)
Sara Hansen, Mt. Pleasant Sacred Heart, softball, (Central Michigan University)
Maison Kalina, Midland Bullock Creek, softball, (Central Michigan University)
Maddy Seeley, Alma, basketball, (Northwood)
Mike Young, Alma, baseball, (Hillsdale)
Courtney Reinhold, Saginaw Swan Valley, softball, (Grand Valley State University)
Lindsay Winter, Clare, basketball, (Michigan Tech University)
Rachael McInerney, Saginaw Nouvel, basketball, (Ferris State University)
Brenna Pawelkowsk, Saginaw Nouvel, soccer, (Butler University)
Garrett Stehley, Lowell, wrestling, (Lehigh University)
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Signing Period To Decide Their Future
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Eastman Party Store
www.eastmanpartystore.com

(989) 835-7991    MIDLAND    5205 EASTMAN AVE   . .
DIVERSE 

BEVERAGE SELECTION    

PREMIUM SPIRITS

ARTISANAL CHEESES

GLOBAL SPECIALTY FOODS

DOMESTIC & INTERNATIONALS

7625 N. Alger Rd. 
Alma 

- Between Walmart 
& K-Mart Center

Ask About Our

speciAlizing in custOmers With ssi,
DisAbility AnD sOciAl security incOme

buy here, pAy here prOgrAm

989-463-AUTO (2886)  
seeleycars.com

eeley
05 GMC Canyon Z71 SLE

I5 3.5L 
Automatic

$10,595

00 Ford Windstar LX
3 Door, 

V6 3.8L OHV

$4,595

03 Chevrolet Impala LS
V6 3.8L OHV
Automatic

$5,995

02 Jeep Grand Cherokee 
Laredo,

I6 4L, Automatic

$6,595

Aaron Crites
Sales Representative 1960 Main St. Owosso

800-364-2868 989-725-2888
www.sigautogroup.com

E-Mail: acrites@signatureautogroup.com

PAULA ARNDT
BROKER OWNER
989-560-3000

OFFICE 989-775-3800
FAX 989-775-3400

PaulaArndt@gmail.com
www.weichertrealtorsbroadwayrealty.com

BROADWAY REALTY
614 E Broadway

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858

Weichert

Weichert
Realtors

,
®

BROADWAY REALTY

6701 W. Grand River Hwy
Lansing, MI 48906
(517) 321-9331
Gregg Thompson
thompsong@tds.net

Save 10% 
On Your 
Repair!

Up to $100 savings applied to deductable or car rental with coupong. 1 per customer per repair.

See Us Today!

   Near 
Grand Ledge!
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The East Lansing boys soccer team celebrates after defeating Spring Lake earlier this month during 
the D2 soccer finals at East Kentwood Middle School. East Lansing finishes the season 25-2.  
(Tom Reynolds photo)

Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

So much for the experts.
Despite finishing the season with an unbeaten record, the 

Lansing Christian boys soccer team never cracked the top 
ten of the state soccer rankings all season and were listed as 
honorable mention in the final regular-season poll.

Despite being unranked, the Pilgrims shocked the 
state and captured the Division 4 state championship by 
defeating top-ranked Covenant Christian 1-0 in the state 
final. The win capped the finest season in school history, as 
the team finished with a 22-0-1 record.

“It has been a lot of hard work, especially from our 
seniors,” said coach Joel Vande Kopple. “After three 
tough years losing in the regional finals, we 
finally broke through. Everything just fell in 
place for us. Everything came together, and 
it starts with the seniors. It was their last 
chance. They really wanted to give it 
their all.”

It’s not as if the Pilgrims were 
an unknown coming into the 
season. They had reached 
the regional final the 
last three years but 
were unable to break 
through and secure 
a regional title until 
this season.

“It’s always 
been a 
dream to go to the state 
championship,” said senior 
forward Jordan Terry. “We’ve 
been working hard and striving 
hard every year to get there. 
It felt good to get past the 
regional finals.”

A four-year varsity player, 
Terry has been a team 
leader for the Pilgrims, and 
he came up big in the state 
title game by scoring the 
game-winning goal early in 
the second half off an assist 
from Alex McDowell.

Terry also led the way for 
the Pilgrims in their state 
semifinal match with Roeper 
School. He scored a pair of 
goals in a 4-1 Christian win, 
with Jacob Lyon and 
Brayan Guzman-Ortiz 
also scoring for the 
Pilgrims.

Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

While the East Lansing boys soccer team won the 
Division 2 state title with a 2-0 victory over Spring 
Lake this month, the seeds of that championship 
were planted last October, when the Trojans lost in 
the regional championship match.

“We lost in the regional finals last year, and the guys 
were kind of upset they let that one get away,” said 
veteran head coach Nick Archer, who completed his 
38th year of coaching with the Trojans this fall. “From 
where we came from, we were a work in progress. We 
had our scorers coming back from last year, but it took 
us awhile; it was near midseason when they somehow 
decided to play both sides of the ball.”

Once the Trojans put their explosive offense 
together with their stingy defense, they proved to 
be tough to beat. They began their title run down 
the stretch when they captured the CAAC Cup 
Tournament.

“We played real well in cup play,” Archer said. 
“There were four teams rated in the state - Holt, 
Okemos, DeWitt, Mason. We made it all the way 
through, and we gained some confidence heading into 
state tournament play.” East Lansing won the CAAC 
Cup Tournament with a 2-1 win over Holt in the 
championship match.

Once the Trojans hit the state tournament, they 
were unbeatable. They went 3-0 in district play and 
outscored their three opponents by a 12-1 combined 
score, finishing by defeating DeWitt 4-1 in the title 
match.

They were just as dominant in the regional at Fenton, 
as they defeated Lapeer East 4-0 in the semifinal and 
Linden 3-0 in the final.

East Lansing’s closest match of the state tournament 
came in the state semifinal, when it edged Lake Shore 
1-0. “That was our closest call,” Archer said. “We were 
up 1-0, and they hit a crossbar late in the game, but we 
went on to win it.”

East Lansing finished the season with a 25-2 overall 

East Lansing (D2), 
Lansing Christian 
(D4) win state 
boys soccer titles

Lansing area flexes

MUSCLES
 East Lansing secures championship with 2-0 win over Spring Lake

Lansing Christian too much for Covenant Christian; wins D4 crown 1-0

record. The state title was the fourth in school history, 
adding to those won in 1987, 2002, and 2005. The 
school also finished as state runner-up twice.

East Lansing outscored its opponents 95-17 this 
season. Junior forward DeJuan Jones led the team 
in scoring with 27 goals and eight assists. He was 
also named first-team all-state. Senior forward Ben 
Swanson-Ralph was selected second-team all-state, 
while senior midfielder Tommy Lammers was a 
third-team all-state selection. Senior 
goalkeeper Blair Moore 
and senior defender 
Michie Nimsombun 
were both named 
honorable-
mention all-
state.

Moore missed part of the early season because of an 
injury. “We lost Blair to a hand injury early in the season,” 
Archer said. “Chris Wallace stepped in and did a nice job 
for us. We got Blair back just before Cup play. The kids 
have a lot of confidence with him back there.”  

With a fourth state title in the trophy case, the Trojans 
will be looking to add another next year.

“We have DeJuan back and some other kids back,” Archer 
said. “Some of our younger kids did very well, and we 

expect them to improve. Next year 
will be a new season, and it depends 

on how hard they want it and are 
willing to work.”

Terry was the catalyst of the team all season, leading 
in scoring with 27 goals and 11 assists. Junior Martin 
Lang, Jr. added 18 goals during the season, while 
Guzman-Ortiz and McDowell scored 11 goals apiece.

While the Pilgrims had a potent offense, it 
was the play of the defense that was key in the 
state tournament. Lansing Christian outscored its 

tournament opponents 22-1, with 
the lone goal allowed in the state 
semifinal win.

“At the beginning of the year, our 
big worry 

The Lansing Christian boys soccer team wrapped up an undefeated 
season by defeating Grand Rapids Covenant Christian 1-0 during the 
Division 4 state soccer finals earlier this month at East Kentwood Middle 
School. The Pilgrims finished the Year 22-0-1. (Tom Reynolds photo)

was if we can keep teams from scoring, because we 
knew we were going to score a lot of goals,” Vande 
Kopple said. 

The Pilgrims had six seniors on this year’s roster, 
and the state title capped what has been a memorable 
four-year run.

“It was a lot of hard work,” Vande Kopple said. 
“Three months put into it, and really for a lot of 
these guys, it was a lot more than that, for the seniors 
especially.”

“It feels really good,” Terry said. “I can’t really 
describe it. It is something we all wanted. I am just 
happy we pulled it out.”

“Because it’s your time!” 989-725-2888  800-364-2868
1960 E. Main St., Owosso

www.sigautogroup.com

At Signature, we have built our reputation by providing the 
highest level of convenience and service to our customers. 

That’s what the Signature Advantage is all about.
       

 - Joe Falzon, President

~ Delivers!



16                  November / December               High School Sports Scene - Keeping Kids In The News                      www.highschoolsportsscence.com 17  www.highschoolsportsscence.com                    High School Sports Scene - Keeping Kids In The News               November / December

Superior Real Estate
202 E. Superior, Alma Sue Welling, Kris Olejniczak, Heath Hunt, Brian Unruh, 

Kay Douglass, Sherry Mitchell, Charlie Barnard, Lois Giesken

989-463-1219  www.alma-real-estate.com

“WE NEVER STOP MOVING”
We have been supporting you by example 

with good family values since 1906.
Enjoy your sports season and have fun!

Funeral Homes, Inc.
Lux

In Your Hour of Darkness Let Us Be Your Light

www.luxfuneralhomes.com

Lux-Moody-Wolfel 
Funeral Home

531 N State St.
Alma, MI 48801

Phone: 989-463-8970

Lux and Whiting 
Funeral Chapel

204 Second St.
Breckenridge, MI 48615

Phone: 989-842-3547

Lux and Schnepp 
Funeral Home

521 S. Main St.
Crystal, MI 48818

Phone: 989-235-4212

Dodge 
Funeral Home

404 S. Newton
Middleton, MI 48856
Phone: 989-236-7270

Lux 
Funeral Home

228 W. Center
St. Louis, MI 48880

Phone: 989-681-2982

Lux and Schnepp 
Funeral Home

816 E. Main St.
Carson City, MI 48811
Phone: 989-584-3504

Lux and Schnepp 
Funeral Home

6479 N. Lumberjack Rd.
Riverdale, MI 48877
Phone: 989-833-7352

Funeral Directors
Paul C. Lux

C. Mark Dodge
Nicholas P. Lux
Laura E. Krebs

Assistant 
Directors
Carl Cecil

Chris Krebs
Mike Krebs

The Flint Powers boys soccer team was 4-8 at one point during the season, but got hot 
late in the year winning its last 10 games en route to a Division 3 state title. The title 
match was a defensive struggle from start to finish. After a back and forth first half, Grand 
Rapids South Christian began to carry the play in the second half, but the game ended 
in regulation in a 0-0 tie. The two teams finished an overtime period with no goals being 
scored, which sent the game into a shootout.. The Chargers finished the year 14-8. 
(Butch Harmon photos)

CINDERELLA 
RUN

Heritage soccer falls in district finals

Saginaw Heritage made it all the way through to the district finals before losing to Traverse 
City West. The Hawks had a solid district showing by defeating Midland High and Midland Dow 
before losing to West. (Scott Keyes photo)

Flint Powers gets hot in playoffs; 
caps magical season with D3 title
Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

“What a long, strange trip it’s 
been.”

The album by the Grateful Dead best 
sums up the storybook season that the Powers Catholic 
boys soccer team put together this season.

At one point during the season, the Chargers had a 4-8 
record, and a state championship was one of the last things 
on the minds of the players and coaches.

Turning the season around was something that the 
Chargers were determined to do. Not only did they turn 
the season around, but they also went on a thrilling 
state-tournament run that ended with a dramatic, 
sudden-death shootout victory in the Division 
3 state final against Grand Rapids South 
Christian.

“It’s just unbelievable,” Powers coach 
Tony Rowe said. “It is a storybook. We were 4-8 
at one point this season. I told one of my friends that it was 
like a 30 for 30 feature. We just got on a roll at the right time 
and kept on rolling.”

While a state title seemed next to impossible at the time the 
Chargers were sitting at 4-8, the team was not ready to lower its 
goals or expectations.

 “We didn’t think it was impossible to get to state,” Rowe said. 
“Any time you play, you want to get to the state finals. These guys 
were just awesome.”

Not only was the regular-season a strange ride for the Chargers, 
but the state tournament was also filled with twists and turns.

Powers opened up tournament play by winning the district it 
hosted. The Chargers scored 19 goals in three district wins, while 
they gave up seven goals. They defeated Lake Fenton 6-2 in the 
opener, Corunna 7-1 in the semifinal, and Durand 6-4 in a district 
final barnburner.

Defense took center stage in the regional at Freeland. Powers 
blanked Hemlock 3-0 in the semifinal and then defeated Williamston 
1-0 in the final.

After just nine wins in the regular season, 
the Heritage soccer team came together in the 
postseason. The Hawks topped Midland and 
Midland Dow in the first two rounds of districts 
before falling to Traverse City West in the 
championship game.

“The guys were a very talented group that 
struggled with playing to our potential all season,” 
head coach Michelle Noble said of the 11-6-6 team. 
“During the last regular season game of the season, 
something seemed to click. We unfortunately lost 
in a battle and a shoot-out against T.C. West, but 
we peaked at the right time but have some thoughts 
of unfinished business linger.”

As for what hindered the team’s success earlier 
in the year, the coach felt it was because a few 
players needed to let go.

“Some of the guys were resistant to the plan 

and what they had to contribute in order for us to be 
successful, because everyone has a role,” Noble said. 
“Once they bought into hard work and realizing we 
need to play as one unit, things began to change.”

The coach pointed to several players as reasons for 
their late season surge, including 20-plus goal scorer 
Connor Flynn, Jake Lopez, Riley Cavenaugh, AJ 
Williams, Trevor Swartz, and Noah Troxell.

“Very difficult [to have season end], but this season 
I knew we had it in us to go farther than what we did,” 
Noble said “I was very happy with how we played in 
districts. Hopefully it lights a fire for us next season. 

“I’m encouraged, even though we will be 
graduating 10 seniors and some very talented players,” 
Noble added. “I hope the guys realize what hard work 
can get you and live it out. I’m confident we have 
learned from this season and will use it as a learning 
tool for what’s to come.”

 The Chargers 
moved on to defeat Lutheran 

High School North 2-1 in the 
state semifinal to get into the 

final against South Christian.
 The title match was a 

defensive struggle from start to finish. 
After a back and forth first half, South 

Christian began to carry the play in the second 
half, but the game ended in regulation in a 0-0 tie. 

The two teams finished an overtime period with no goals 
being scored, which sent the game into a shootout.
 South Christian led 3-2 in the shootout, but Powers tied 

the match when Christian Mansour scored on the final shot 
to send the match into a sudden-death shootout. Both teams 
scored on their first two shots of sudden death. In the third 
round, Powers’ goalkeeper Stephen Wilbur came up with a 
save. That set the stage for Powers sophomore Erich Ruth 
to win the game on the next shot.

“When I stepped up to the ball, I kept my eyes on one 
post the whole time,” Ruth said. “Then I shot it the 
other way. I just tried to keep my composure.”

After Ruth’s shot went in the goal, the Chargers 
erupted onto the field, their storybook finish complete.

“It’s just crazy,” Wilbur said. “It’s a dream 
come true.”

It’s a dream that the Chargers never gave up 
on. “We just kept working all season,” said 
senior captain Charlie Emmert. “We went to 

practice every day and kept working. I told 
the guys the state finals are November 

2, so keep your parking passes 
until November first.”
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When injuries happen, you can rely
on our team of orthopedic surgeons,
physical medicine and rehabilitation
specialists to help you navigate the
road to recovery.

Mid Michigan Orthopedics
113 E. Williams - Owosso

989-725-6101

TO THE REHABILITATION SPECIALISTS  
AT MEMORIAL HEALTHCARE

When injuries happen, you can rely  
on our team of physical therapists  
to help you navigate the road  
to recovery.

Four Locations to Serve You!
•	 Chesaning - 989.845.4575
•	 Durand - 989.288.7215
•	 Owosso - 989.723.9488
•	 Perry - 517.625.1111 

memorialhealthcare.org

TO THE ORTHOPEDIC SPECIALISTS  
AT MEMORIAL HEALTHCARE

When injuries happen, you can rely  
on our team of orthopedic surgeons, 
physical medicine and rehabilitation 
specialists to help you navigate the 
road to recovery.

Mid Michigan Orthopedics
113 E. Williams

Owosso
989-725-6101 

memorialhealthcare.org
TO THE ORTHOPEDIC SPECIALISTS

AT MEMORIAL HEALTHCARE

memorialhealthcare.org

Become a School Coach 
or Game Official

Contact your local high school athletic administrator 
or the Michigan High School Athletic Association

1661 Ramblewood Dr.
East Lansing, MI 48823
517-332-5046

www.mhsaa.com

SECOND TEAM
Landon Collier, Okemos, Sr., Goalkeeper; Dillon Herried, Rockford, Jr., Midfield; Dominic Mastromatteo, Grand Blanc, 
Sr., Forward; Dylan Matthews. Midland, Sr., Midfield; Ross Needler, Williamston, Midfield, Sr.; Tyler Raab, Mason, Sr., 
Forward; Jamie Staley, Rockford, Sr.; Defender; Chris Sullivant, Grand Blanc, Sr., Midfield: Kyle Szirovecz, Cedar Springs, 
Sr., Forward; David Watterson, DeWitt, Sr., Midfield

HONORABLE MENTION:
Justin Barden, Powers Catholic; Ian Blanchard, Williamston; DJ Bonkowski, Frankenmuth; Robby Boyes, Freeland; Austin 
Crawford, Swan Valley; Cade Dailey, Tri-County; Phil Erickson, Williamston; Dylan Fernandez, Haslett; Josh Flamme, 
Mason; Chris Hanneman, Mason; Matt Hinds, Frankenmuth; Kellon Johnston-Roper, East Lansing; Jonathan Jordan, 
Mason; Sean Khodl, Lowell; Robert Klein, Cedar Springs; Tomy Lammers, East Lansing; Hunter Lyle, Williamston; Josh 
Lyon, Lansing Christian; JP Navarro, East Lansing; Jordan Noey, Bullock Creek; Michael Perrin, Durand; Tyler Piechows-
ki, Powers Catholic; Eric Plaehn, Lansing Catholic; Logan Rechsteiner, Valley Lutheran; Trevor Rice, Alma; Nathan Riley, 
Lansing Catholic; Hunter Selby, Genesee Christian; Mitch Smith, DeWitt; Nate Spencer, Valley Lutheran; Zach Sundin, 
Williamston; Jordan Terry, Lansing Christian; Robert Trahan, Freeland; Dallas VanDeusen, Birch Run; Nick Wheeler, East 
Lansing; Brennan Zimmer, Frankenmuth. 

HONORABLE MENTION
John Clark, Grand Blanc; Grant Fisher, Grand Blanc; Jacob Schroer, Grand Blanc; Brian Steele, Grand Blanc; Zach Bakos, 
Linden; Ben Thornton, Linden; Kevin Wright, Linden; Brandon DeSmyter, DeWitt; Omar Shady, Haslett; Spencer Lyon, 
Lowell; Leutrim Shefkiu, Mason; Isiah Shefkiu, DeWitt; Evan Smith, DeWitt; Nathan Bell, Goodrich; Garrett Nitschke, 
Goodrich; Corbin Kuhns, Ionia; Sam Falardeau, Mason; Christian Mansour, Flint Powers; Josh Ward, Williamston; Kyle 
Brady, Big Rapids; D.J. Bonkowski, Frankenmuth; Justin Neilson, Swan Valley; Ryan Spaulding, Freeland; Alex Vander-
ploeg, Ithaca; Avery McGroarty, Ovid-Elsie; Martin Vavrovic, Ovid-Elsie; Connor Macksood, Flint Powers; Jacob Mora, 
Flint Powers; Bradley Tuttle, Flint Powers; Collin Dole, Swan Valley; Aidan Pace, Willianston; Chase Hansen, Lansing 
Christian; Jacob Lyon, Williamston; AJ Williams, Saginaw Heritage; Malachi Marshall, Laingsburg; David Becker, Valley 
Lutheran;  Logan Rechsteiner; Honorio Babinski, Laingsburg; Alex McDowell, Lansing Christian; Trevor Byers, Saginaw 
Nouvel; Hugh LeFevre, Saginaw Nouvel; Ricky Butler, Saginaw Valley Lutheran; Mike Weiss, Saginaw Valley Lutheran

Nick Berklich, Grand Blanc, Sr., Forward
Dadiri Mussa, Lansing Everett, Sr., Field Player
Mitch Smith, DeWitt, Sr., Forward
Zach Bakos, Linden, Sr., Forward
Lyle Hunter, Williamston, Sr., Defender

Nathan Weeks, Montrose, Sr., Keeper
Nathan Garpiel, Saginaw Nouvel, Sr., Defender
Tommy Lammers, East Lansing, Sr., Midfield
Jimmy Johnson, Frankenmuth, Sr., Forward
Alec Gnass, Holt, Sr., Midfield

SECOND TEAM

Lou Plascencia, 
Okemos,  Sr., TBD

Josh Flamme, 
Mason, Sr.,

Keeper
Dejuan Jones, 
East Lansing, 
Jr., Midfield

Jake Waier, 
Grand Blanc, Sr., 

Defender

Ben Swanson-Ralph, 
East Lansing, Sr., 

Forward

Martin Lang Jr., 
Lansing Christian, Jr.,  

Forward

Jordan Terry, 
Lansing Christian, 

Sr.,  Forward

Matt Hinds, 
Frankenmuth, Sr., 

Midfield

Charlie Emmert, 
Powers Catholic, Sr., 

Midfield

Jared Pechette 
Powers Catholic, Sr. 

Midfield
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All-State 
Honors 
Go To....

Area Runners Run 
Toward All-State Status

 Many area teams competed and 
many athletes earned all-state honors 
at the Lower Peninsula State cross 
country finals Nov. 2 at Michigan 

International Speedway.
Teams and individuals competed. The 
top 30 individuals overall earned all-
state honors in their respective classes.

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Rockford’s Lauren 
Brasure Finished 

The Division 1 
Race Second, While 

Earning Miss. 
Cross Country For 

The Rams. 

Haslett’s Alex 
McCormick 

Finished Fourth 
In The Division 

2 State Finals To 
Receive All-State 

Honors.

Austin Sargeant 
Gave Cedar Springs 

A Clean Sweep In 
The  Division 2 Finals 

Joining Teammate 
Kenzie Weiler, Who 
Won The Girls Race.

Breckenridge’s Kirsten Olling 
Earned Her Fourth Straight 
Division 4 State Championship 
During The Recent State Cross 
Country Finals At Michigan 
International Speedway. Olling 
And The Huskies Finished 
Second In D4 Behind Beal City. 

Cedar Springs 
Kenzie Weiler 
Finished First 
In The Division 
2 Race.

Jeff McGinthy Photo

Jeff McGinthy Photo

All-State 
Honors 
Go To.... DIVISION 1 GIRLS 

Team: Rockford, 5th, 169; Midland Dow, 12th, 357; East Lansing, 17th, 439; 
Bay City Western, 21st, 511. 
All-Staters: 2-Lauren Brasure, Rockford, 17:48; 5-Jordan Storer, Midland Dow, 18:09.9; 
9-Kali Dent, Midland Dow, 18:20.1; 17-Kerianna Schoff, Rockford, 18:31.7.

DIVISION 1 BOYS 
Team: Heritage, 6th, 205; Rockford, 12th, 336 
All-Staters: 5-Daniel Kroth, Okemos, 15:43.4; 25-Dietrich Hittner, East Lansing, 16:01.7

DIVISION 2 GIRLS 
Team: Dewitt, 11th, 309; Cedar Springs, 15th, 356; Garber, 17th, 429; Charlotte, 22nd, 19:05.7 
All-Staters: 1-Kenzie Weiler, Cedar Springs, 17:55.1; 3-Karrigan Smith, St. Johns, 18:04.0; 
4-Meg Darmofal, Mason, 18:21.8; 8-Megan O’Neil, Chippewa Hills, 18:50.5; 
18-Teresa Myles, Belding, 19:14.3; 21-Kayla Kraft, St. Johns, 19:17.2; 
24-Shelby Waterson, DeWitt, 19:23.2

DIVISION 2 BOYS 
Team: Mason, 12th, 326; Corunna, 16th, 389; Essexville-Garber, 25th, 606. 
All-Staters: 1-Austin Sargeant, Cedar Springs, 15:42.7; 2-Mason VanDyke, Mason, 15;48.5; 
3-Blake Watson, Corunna, 15:52.5; 4-Alex McCormick, Haslett, 15:58.1; 
7-Codey Cook, St. Johns, 16:08.8; 16-Paul Pioszak, Mason, 16:16.1

DIVISION 3 GIRLS 
Team: Shepherd, 1st, 120; Clare, 9th, 257; Ithaca, 10th, 260; Lansing Catholic, 13th, 294. 
Frankenmuth 21st, 560; Freeland 23rd, 571; Reese, 25, 611, 
All-Staters: 7-Kaylie Rhynard, Shepherd, 18:55.5; 10-Jasmine Harper, Clare, 18:59; 
11-Courtney Allen, Ithaca, 19:08.3; 12-Katelyn Hutchinson, Shepherd, 19:12.8; 
13-Hannah Davis, St. Louis, 19:19.4; 14-Abigail Gilmore, Lansing Catholic, 19:20.2; 
16-Emily Sievert, Frankenmuth, 19:21.5; 17-Kaitlin Beyer, Carson City-Crystal, 19:22.8; 
24-Megan Heft, Hopkins, 19:33.2.

DIVISION 3 BOYS  
Team: Lansing Catholic, 3rd, 189; Clare, 4th, 192; St. Louis, 9th, 292; Bullock Creek, 11th, 332; 
Hemlock, 17th, 363; Frankenmuth, 21st, 560; Freeland, 23rd, 571; Reese, 25th, 611 
All-Staters: 1-Keenan Rebera, Lansing Catholic, 15:31; 11-James Sira, Bullock Creek, 16:15.9; 
14-Hunter Nivison, Clare, 16:27.4; 17-Alex Stowell, Freeland, 16:33; 
25-Kyler Phillips, Clare, 16:39.9;  28-Brendan Klynstra, Saranac, 16:42.9; 
29-Connor Pilmore, St. Louis, 16:44.3

DIVISION 4 GIRLS 
Team: Beal City, 1st, 120; Breckenridge, 2nd, 136; Pewamo-Westphalia, 4th, 160; 
Montabella, 9th, 260 
All-Staters: 1-Kirsten Olling, Breckenridge, 17:44.9; 10-Hannah Steffke, Beal City, 19:27; 
11-Taylor Smith, Montabella, 19:28.2; 13-Betsy Arens, Pewamo-Westphalia, 19:45.2; 
15-Alexis McConnell, Sacred Heart, 19:46.3; 19-Hannah Neyer, Beal City, 19:57.0; 
27-Kensington Garvey, Montabella, 20:07.7; 30-Emily Steffke, Beal City, 20:12.5

DIVISION 4 BOYS 
Team: Sacred Heart Academy, 2nd, 121; Pewamo-Westphalia, 6th, 162; Beal City, 7th 242; 
Michigan Lutheran Seminary, 14th, 411 
All-Staters: 4-Cooper Terry, Sacred Heart, 16:39.4; 5-Tanner Droste, Pewamo-Westphalia, 16:43.4; 
10-Nick Pung, Beal City, 16:56.5; 11-Zach Feldpausch, Fowler, 16;57.7; 
12- Jim English, Sacred Heart, 16:58.1; 16-Logan Moyle, Sacred Heart, 16:59.3; 
18-Caleb Barker, Pewamo-Westphalia, 17:01.3; 30-Ethan Schafer,  Beal City, 17:13
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PAINT SPECIAL
START RIGHT. START HERE.SM EDMORE

Edmore True Value
418 E. Main Street

Phone (989) 427-5637

ALMA
Alma True Value

102 W. Superior Street
Phone (989) 463-4921

CARSON CITY
Barnes Ture Value Hardware

132 W. Main Street
Phone (989) 584-6411

ALMA
3680 W MONROE RD  
800.990.4299
HOURS: M-F 7AM -5:30PM, SAT 8AM -12PM

• Hitches
• Remote Starters
• Auto Detailing

• Lift Kits Installed
• Step Bars
• Web Specials

www.qtaonline.com
(989) 698-8900

Quality Truck And 
Auto Accessories
Midland

Custom Screen Printing 
Custom In Store Embroidery

Team Uniforms
Trophies

Business Apparel
Workwear

Varsity Jackets

1221 Salzburg
Bay City, MI 48706
989-391-9684

152 Ashman Circle
Midland, MI 48640 
989-835-9696

www.sandlotsports301.com

5605 State St.
Saginaw. MI 48602
989-791-5900

Lisa Jankoska, LUTCF
Senior Account Agent  • Honor Ring • LUTC Fellow

2135 N. Center • Saginaw, MI 48603
Office: (989) 799-7100 Fax: (989) 799-8881

www.allstateagencies.com/LisaJankoska

Since 1925.

Lindsay Soft Water Co.

KEVIN EAREGOOD

1209 Michigan Ave. P.O. Box 401
St. Louis, MI 48880 Gladwin, MI 48624

(989) 681•5436 (989) 426•4220
1•800•244•3464 Cell (989) 429•6576
www.ecowater.com
E-mail:  waterboy@cmsinter.net

Certified Water Specialist

Geoff Mott
Sports Scene

FREELAND – Injuries never slowed 
Kyle Guster.

Through his time on the football field, 
the basketball court, and the track, the 
Freeland senior missed just three days of 
competition because of the flu.

His health allowed him to improve in 
each sport over the years, culminating in a 
2013 summer that drew attention from both 
collegiate track and football coaches.

Last summer, he qualified for the 
400-meter relay with Swan Valley’s Alex 
Grace, Nouvel Catholic Central’s Tyler 
Hendricks, and Arthur Hill’s Anthony 
DeBardelaben at the USA Junior 
Nationals. Later in the summer, Guster 
joined Grace, Heritage’s Brian Cole, and 
Saginaw’s Keyon Addison in winning 
the NFL 7-on-7 National Tournament 
championship in Cleveland.

All signs pointed to a big senior season 
of football on a talented Freeland team.

Then, on the final scrimmage of the 
preseason, Guster took a sweep play around 
end against Bay City Western.

“I beat the guy to the edge and he 
kind of dove at my backside,” the 5’11”, 
170-pound Guster said. “Another guy 
came, and I put my shoulder into him to 
fight for yards instead of hopping out of 
bounds like I could have.

“I planted and my knee was exposed, 
and the first guy rolled up on me. It 
popped and cracked. It was the worst pain 
I’ve felt in my life.”

Guster tore the anterior cruciate ligament 
in his left knee, along with partially tearing 
both menisci in his left knee.

It was the third straight season that 
Freeland lost its best running back during 
preseason play. David Ruhlman separated 
a shoulder in 2011, while Matt Schauman 
also tore the ACL in his left knee.

“It’s pretty tough to get over mentally,” 
said Schauman, a freshman at Delta College. 
“The hardest part is watching your team play 
in a close game. You want to be out there and 
see if you could make the difference.”

Schauman tried to rehabilitate his knee 
instead of having surgery. He was on the 
mend for a month and played two and a half 
games before twisting it again. He then had 

it scoped at St. Mary’s of Michigan, and an ankle tendon  
graft from a cadaver was used to repair it.

Schauman was on his way to watch Guster and the 
Falcons scrimmage when he heard news that his friend 
had suffered the same injury.

“I was about five minutes away and my mom called 
me,” Schauman said. “I texted him, and he was busy 
with the doctors. Once I got a hold of him, I just told 
him to keep his head high and look to the future. He’s an 
all-stater in track, and he’s going to have a great season 
in the spring.

“You have to keep your head in the right place. 
Freak accidents happen, but he’s a hard worker. He’ll 
get over this.”

It was devastating for Guster after a summer without 
a vacation. While he worked out with the USA Junior 
National relay team and the 7-on-7 football team, he 
also went to basketball camps and worked for his father, 
Craig Guster, at All-Terrain Landscaping.

“I lifted weights every day and then went to work,” 
Guster said. “After work, it was track and basketball, 
or football and track, or football and basketball. I was 
getting faster and stronger by doing all the extra stuff. I 
didn’t get tired easily. I felt really good.”

After the injury, Craig Guster helped his son to his 
feet and into the car. They went for x-rays, and after five 

days got the bad news from the MRI.
“My dad was hit pretty hard by the injury,” Kyle 

said. “He played football and baseball throughout, 
and he beat himself up that he could have done more. 
He pushed me. He was my youth football coach and 
always helped me along.”

The healing process didn’t get off to as fast a 
start as Guster does on the track, where he holds the 
school record in the 100-meter dash at 11.0 seconds. 
He’s close to schools records in the 200- and 400- 
dashes and helped the 400-meter relay team to an 
all-state finish.

He was originally scheduled for surgery on Sept. 
18, which would have taken away his chance to dress 
and take the final three snaps in Freeland’s 34-6 win 
over Shepherd in the school’s annual Clash for a 
Cure game.

He had the surgery rescheduled for the following 
week at McLaren Bay Region Medical Center, but 
the doctor declined to do the surgery, forcing Guster 
to look elsewhere. He ended up going to Dr. Michael 
B. Shingles at Michigan State University for surgery 
in early October.

“They put me in the pre-op room at 9 a.m. and 
surgery was at 10:30 a.m. It was the longest hour 
and a half of my life,” said Guster, who passed time 

watching SportsCenter. “They slowly drugged me 
down, and I was out while getting carted down the 
hallway.

“Next thing I know I’m talking to a lady 
holding a big knee brace with a gauze pad and 
cooler on my knee.”

Doctors used a graft from Guster’s hamstring and 
two small pieces of tendons from his ankle. The 
doctor sutured the tendons together and attached 
them on both ends of his knee. The doctor also 
repaired the lateral meniscus, which had a small 
tear from an earlier injury.

“I missed a week of school and spent two weeks 
of non-weight bearing on two crutches,” Kyle 
Guster said. “Then I went to one crutch, and now 
I have range of motion nearly completely back. It 
doesn’t hurt anymore, but it’s tight after therapy.”

He now trains at Auburn Physical Therapy. 
He tosses around a medicine ball, does various 
flexibility stretches on huge exercise balls, and 
works on balance three days a week. “I love it over 
there,” Kyle said. “They make it fun and have me 
doing a lot of different types of exercises.”

Guster still has interest from track programs at 
Division III schools, including Hillsdale College, 
but he is driven to attend Michigan State University 
and walk on to the football team. He’s been 
interested since playing 7-on-7 with MSU football 
camp coordinator Curtis Blackwell.

“He’s a good guy and has done a lot to get my 
name out there,” Kyle said. “I went down on 
a couple visits to practices and games, and it’s 
been nice to stick around football and the games. 
I have planned to play college football since the 
beginning of last year, hitting the weight room and 
gaining more speed.

“I’m hoping to walk on at MSU. If I do or 
don’t play football, I want to at least try. It’s go 
big or go home.”

And it’s that spirit that will help carry Guster 
through six months of rehabilitation before he gets 
the chance to salvage his senior year of athletics 
on the track. The senior will support the basketball 
team, even though he’s not allowed to lace up.

“My goal was always to get back for track 
season; work hard and get back for track,” 
Schauman said. “It’s a bummer, but it’s something 
that happens in life. I told Kyle that your athletic 
career could end sooner or later, but it’s not going 
to end now.

“You need something to look forward to, and he 
has a lot to look forward to.”

Kyle Guster won’t 
let an ACL injury 
slow him down; 
Expects to make 
full recovery

Freeland’s Kyle Guster saw a promising senior season flash before his eyes as he tore his ACL during a 
scrimmage before the start of the football season; Guster is determined to get back to good health and 
possibly walk on as a college freshman at Michigan State University next summer. Guster hopes to be 
healthy in time for track season in the spring. (Scott Keyes photos)



24                  November / December               High School Sports Scene - Keeping Kids In The News                      www.highschoolsportsscence.com 25  www.highschoolsportsscence.com                    High School Sports Scene - Keeping Kids In The News               November / December

Superior
Barber Shop

WE’VE MOVED! 216 E. Superior Street - Suite A (Next to The Pub)
Hours: Mon-Fri 9-5 Sat 9-12  •  Email: superior.barbershop@yahoo.com

989-463-0500

Honey Oberlitner - barber/owner
Klay Patton - barber

$9 Hair Cuts 
For Men 62 And Older!

THE MAYAN AGENCY
Merrill, MI  48637

(989) 643-7207
(800) 646-2926 

www.mayanagency.com

Learning, 
TaiLor Made 

for YoU!

www.learningta ilormade.com

Mathematics, Reading, Writing, 
Spelling, Test Prep, Study Skills, 

Online/e-Tutoring Available. 
Tailor Made Learning accommodates 

the Homeschooled students. 866-575-2716

Study Skills • Online/e-Tutoring available. Tailor Made Learning accommodates the Homeschooled students.

Insurance since 1915

www.ga-ins.com

Knowledgeable.  Committed.  Trusted.

(989) 773-6981 (800) 589-6982

Kingsley Insurance Group
Rich and Louanne Kingsley 

800-783-0817
Alma 

116 W. Superior Street
Suite 1

989-463-5347

St. Johns
1000 E. Stugis St

Suite 12
989-224-3505

Lansing
526 S. Creyts Rd.

Suite C. 
517-489-2257

Auto / Home Boat / Umbrella

www.KingsleyInsuranceGroup.com
www.shorelinesms.com 
www.active-ankles.com

SPORT   MEDICAL   SUPPLY   INC.

318 East Main Street, Suite B 
Lowell, MI 49331

Ph: (616) 897-6505 • Toll: (888) 238-1800 
Fax: (616) 897-5361

7480 West Polk Road, Alma, MI 48801
Local 989-466-2300| 
Or Toll free 866-507-2300

• Haulers of Agricultural Commodities
• Van and Flatbed Hauling

• Temporary Dumpster Service
 • 10, 15, 20 & 30 Yard Containers

Call Marci Browne
 for your next home

108 E. Center St., Suite A, Ithaca
Phone: (989) 875-5148
Phone: (989) 681-6063

Carman’s Tree Service

Gary Carman

(989) 330-9782 cell

& Stump Removal

Owner/Operator

8426 N. Wheeler
Wheeler, MI 48662

25yrs. Experienced
Free Estimates

License/Insured
Taking Pride in our Exceptional “Clean up!”

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS • SCREEN PRINTING 
EMBROIDERY • LOGO DIGITIZING 

SCHOOL SPIRIT WEAR • ON-SIGHT DESIGNER

No idea too big or too small. • We make your ideas a reality!

 
The

Center for 
Women’s 

HealthCare

Women’s issues Women’s answers? !
The team of women at the Center provides yearly wellness exams along with treatment for numerous female conditions.
Specializing in urine loss, daVinci® surgery, menstrual concerns, postmenopausal conditions, birth control, STD 
diagnosis and a wide range of other health issues.

Serving you in Ithaca, St. johns, Greenville, Mt Pleasant, and Carson City.  Call 989.584.3107 for an appointment in all locations.

The Center For Women’s HealthCare            http://cfwhc.com
The Center For Women’s HealthCare            http://cfwhc.com

The Center For Women’s HealthCare            http://cfwhc.com

Smith
Smith&

Ithaca’s Travis Smith is headed to the 
University of Toledo next season and along 
with his younger brother (Jake) have helped 
lead the Ithaca football team to its fourth 
consecutive D6 title game. Heading into the 
state championship game Travis Smith was 
a perfect 42-0 during his career. (Scott Keyes 
and Kevin Chaffin photos)

Brothers show Ithaca football 
is more than just winning; 

Family means everything

Geoff Mott
Sports Scene

ITHACA – On a much smaller scale, the football-
playing Smith family from Ithaca High School can draw 
comparisons to the NFL royal family of Manning.

Father Archie Manning played NFL football. Ithaca 
High School football players Travis and Jacob Smith’s 
mother Aubrey comes from a family that produced 
five all-state athletes at Meridian High School.

Both families have three sons that include two 
quarterbacks and, at the moment, one receiver.

While Cooper Manning didn’t make it to the 
pro level, brothers Peyton and Eli Manning have a 
combined three Super Bowl titles at quarterback.

Travis Smith is in his senior season at quarterback, 
and after getting brought up to varsity as a 
freshman, he helped Ithaca win three straight state 
championships. Sophomore Jacob Smith is one of 
Travis Smith’s top targets this season, while sixth 
grader and appropriately named Peyton Smith could 
be the best quarterback of the group.

“He probably better than either of us,” boasts the 
6’2”, 205-pound Travis Smith, who has committed 
to play football at University of Toledo next fall. “He 
works out all the time, and he’ll be a hard worker up 
here someday.”

Travis Smith is 41-0 as a starter for the Yellowjackets. 
Going into the Division 6 state semifinal game against Montrose, 
Ithaca was on a 54-game winning streak. As a sophomore, he 
completed 159 of 234 passes for 1,999 yards and 19 touchdowns 
and only threw two interceptions. He also ran for 879 yards  and 18 
touchdowns on 116 carries.

Last season, Travis connected on 108 of 174 passes for 1,651 yards 
and 28 touchdowns with five interceptions. He ran the ball 90 times for 
600 yards and 10 touchdowns.

Heading into the Montrose game, the 18-year-old had completed 
154 of 211 passes for 2,773 yards and 35 touchdowns with six 
interceptions this season. On the ground he has 475 yards and nine 
touchdowns on 59 carries.

Jacob Smith caught 26 of his older brother’s passes this year for 441 yards 
and five touchdowns. He also has 241 rushing yards and four touchdowns and 
has completed 14 of 18 passes for 180 yards as backup quarterback.

“The season has gone great, and with this being his senior year, I’m 
giving it my all,” Jacob said. “I love playing with him. He’s always 
focused on game day, and that’s what helps him perform well.

“I didn’t get the chance to play with him on the field until 
this year, but we have worked out together in the backyard. 
We’ve got great chemistry out there and the timing to make 
things happen.”

The two brothers have a tight bond. “It’s definitely cool to 
be able to play with my little brother this year,” Travis said. 
“We’ve played basketball together but not football, so this 
is special.

“We’re really close. We have a little rivalry in 1-on-1 
basketball.”

While the brothers enjoy the bond on the field, 
father Bret Smith watches anxiously from the stands.

“It’s pretty exciting, but I’m not sure how to 
explain how I feel watching it,” said Brett Smith, 
a 1989 graduate of Ithaca. I’m pretty nervous 
during the game.”

The worst feeling was during last year’s third 
state title game when Travis went down with a 
shoulder injury at Ford Field. Logan Hessbrook 
came in relief to lead the Yellowjackets to a 37-27 
win over Constantine.

“It was a terrible feeling for a parent to go through,” 
Bret Smith said. “I went down to the sidelines to try and lift 
his spirit. But he stayed close to Logan and kept focused on 
helping him.”

Travis Smith believes he set a good example for his 
brothers to follow as field general at quarterback for the 
Ithaca program.

“I definitely think [Jacob] is ready for it, and I’m pretty 
proud to hand it over to him,” Travis said. “Yeah, there will be 
pressure. But I had a lot of pressure filling in for [Central Michigan 
quarterback] Alex Niznak.”

Jacob knows he has to be ready for the fall of 2014. “I’ll be preparing all 
off-season,” he said. “I’ve got to make sure this team will be ready to go.”

Jacob Smith will graduate one year before Peyton Smith enters high school, 
so the Smith era will span 10 seasons at Ithaca. Will Peyton Smith outshine his 
older brothers, much like Eli Manning did with his two Super Bowl titles?

“As of right now, judging by their arms in sixth grade, Peyton has the most 
intangibles to be better in everything on the field,” Bret Smith said. “We’ll wait 
and see.”

A           place to joingreat
see how       can help youwe

(989) 463-8321

JIM NAVARRE Supporting Gratiot County’s Youth
for Over 25 Years!

Central Michigan’s Fastest Growing Ford
and Lincoln Mercury Dealership

- Our Hard Working Sales Staff.
Bob Bechill    Jim Britting    Tom Wesolek    TJ Hodges

M-46 • Alma • Between Alma & St. Louis • (989) 681-5776 • www.jimnavarreford.com
We Service What We Sell, Just Ask Our Many Satisfied Customers!!! 

Ithaca's Jake Smith
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Tommy 
Fuerst

www.ithacachevy.com
1031 E. Center Street, Ithaca
989 875-4181

HOURS
Mon, Thurs 8:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.. 

Tues, Wed, Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 6 
p.m.Saturday 9-4 FINDNEW ROADS

TM

Good Luck On Your Quest For A

Your Winning Team At Ithaca Chevrolet 
Congratulates Our Yellowjackets On Another 

Record Breaking Season!

Ithaca’s Home Of The 
$9.95 Oil Change!

See Ithaca Chevrolet for details

4-Peat at Ford Field

Jake McConkie
Carl Rummer

Brent Fuller

Brad Rummer

4-Peat at Ford Field
Hours: 

Monday and Wednesday 9 to 8 
Tuesday, Thursday Friday 9-6, Saturday 9-3

W. M57 Greenville, MI

Ph. (616) 754-5566
Toll Free (866) 358-7473

Over 100 Available Cars to 
Choose From

Come Shop 

At Our New 

Location!

www.Blakehollenbeckinc.com
CheCk Out Our InventOry

E-mail: jim@widemanappraisal.com
www.widemanappraisal.com

1002 E. Center St.
Ithaca, MI 48847

James J. Wideman
Owner

Office:
(989) 875-4544

Fax:
(989) 875-4838

Full Line Of Appraisals
WIDEMAN APPRAISAL SERVICE

COMMERCIAL 
BANK

Safe, Secure and Sound since 1893.
Alma • Ithaca • St. Louis • Greenville

Mt. Pleasant • Middleton • Hastings • Lake Odessa

DLH

Daily Living HomeCare, Inc.
145 E. Center St, P.O. Box 133 

Ithaca, MI 48847

Helping people stay home with dignity and independence.
“We Care Enough To Make A Difference”

Non-Medical In-Home Services

Phone: (989) 875-7405 
Fax: (989) 875-8685

Toll Free: (800) 834-1915

Kim Hodge, President 
Locally Owned & Operated
www.dailylivinghomecare.com

Jake Oszust Brief
Jacob Oszust became the first Ithaca High School 

tennis player in five years to win the Tri Valley 
Conference Tournament.

“Jacob has had a great year and has been the most 
valuable player on our team this year,” said Ithaca 
tennis coach Marc Mercer.

At the TVC event, Jacob was seeded No. 4 overall 
and beat his Ovid-Elsie opponent in the first round 
for the fourth straight time.

“It was a good match and Jacob played great, 
winning the first set in a tie breaker.” Mercer said. “In 
his second round, Jacob faced the No. 1 seed from 
Essexville Garber. With Essexville winning the dual 
match earlier in the year, it looked as if this would 
not be a close match at all. However, Jacob stuck 
with their three singles player point for point and 
could have won the first set. He did, however, win the 
second set and sent it to a three setter where he won a 
memorable match in a back-and-forth tie-breaker. 

“Once Jacob beat Garber, he was on to the finals 
match, where he faced Frankenmuth, a team he 
lost to earlier in the year in straight sets. Jacob was 
determined and took a close first set. In the second 
set, Jacob was focused and closed out very nicely. It 
was nice to see a player knock off a perennial giant 
in Essexville Garber, a team that has won almost 
all flights each season I have coached. I spoke with 
Jacob before his final match, and we talked about 
how beating Garber was not our only goal, and how 
he had bigger goals to meet. We also discussed how 
momentum was in his court, and he was playing 
great tennis.”

Geoff Mott
Sports Scene

MIDLAND – Every week of the season, Midland 
High’s football team improved.

The growth and improvement was not lost 
on head coach Eric Methner. “You are always 
optimistic to start the season as a coach, and you 
know a lot of things are going to occur,” he said. 
“We got better as the season went on. We had a 
lot of seniors starting for the first time this year, 
because they had good players in front of them last 
year. We had question marks, and these guys did a 
good job.”

Midland High’s only blemish during the regular 
season was a 50-42 shootout loss to Mount Pleasant 
in Week 5. Mount Pleasant finished unbeaten in the 
league and won the Saginaw Valley League North, 
while the Chemics finished second.

Midland thrashed rival Midland 
Dow 45-6 to close the regular season, 
and it and beat Marquette 41-10 in 
the playoff opener before beating 
Dow again, 56-28, in the second 
round of the playoffs. Muskegon, 
which advanced to the Division 2 
state title game, ended the Chemics 
season at 10-2 with a 24-7 win in the 
quarterfinals.

Senior Will Williams was 
dynamic in the backfield, 
finishing with 1,841 yards and 26 
touchdowns on 295 carries . He 
averaged 6.2 yards per carry before 
an all-senior offensive line that 
included three first-year starters.

“They really gained confidence 
and worked together as a unit,” 
Methner said. “We started putting 
together an effective running 
game in the three to four weeks before playing 
Muskegon.”

Tanner Gross completed 122 of 207 passes 
for 1,720 yards and 14 touchdowns, with six 

Midland High has another 
standout campaign; 
falls to Muskegon in regionals

The Midland High football team traveled 
to Muskegon Nov. 16 and lost 24-7 in the 
regional finals. (Kim Johnson photo)

interceptions. Austen Irrer was his favorite 
target, catching 48 passes for 689 yards and five 
touchdowns.

Linebacker Michael Alexander led the defense 
with 138 tackles and two interceptions. “In my 
opinion, [Alexander] was the best defensive 
football player on the field every week,” Methner 
said. “He’s a senior who is starting to be recruited 
by Division 2 schools.”

Williams, offensive linemen Austin Rapanos and 
Zach Stirn, and kicker Phil Wandor all received 
All-SVL North first team offense honors, while 
Alexander and defensive lineman Colin Coltson 
earned All-SVL North first team defense honors.

“We started three sophomores and a couple of 
juniors, but for the most part, this was a senior-
laden team,” Methner said. “It will be another 
challenge for next year’s senior class to work hard 
over the winter and put in the work.

“Hopefully they can leave a legacy in their senior 
season.”

DAVID RAYBURN

308 Gratiot Avenue  
Alma, Michigan 48801
www.rpccpas.com  

Ph. (989) 463-6123
Fax (989) 463-4055

e-mail: dave.rayburn@rpccpas.com

Mr. Consistent
Geoff Mott
Sports Scene

ITHACA – Eli Villalobos has been a consistent 
contributor at wide receiver, at defensive back, and on 
special teams for the Ithaca football team this season.

But it was his attitude last season that impressed 
Ithaca coach Terry Hessbrook the most.

“He’s so skilled and talented, and yet he was a kid 
who couldn’t get on the field last season,” Hessbrook 
said. “He’s a kid that kept his mouth shut and kept 
working and working. I’m so proud of that attitude, 
and that really helps out on a team like this.

“And he came in this season ready to play.”
Villalobos has made contributions in all facets 

of the game this postseason, as the Yellowjackets 
pursue a fourth-straight Division 6 state 
championship.

He had a 30-yard kick return and a rushing 
touchdown in the first round, 36-0 win over 
Meridian. He returned a punt 47 yards for a 
touchdown, had nine tackles, and caught six balls 
for 83 yards in the 42-7 win over Glen Lake. He 
followed that with a 25-yard touchdown reception, 
five catches for 66 yards, and an interception on 
defense in the 62-34 win over Negaunee in the state 
quarterfinal game at Ithaca.

Villalobos contributed on special teams throughout 
last season’s run to the state title, and he’s happy 
to have made a seamless transition into the starting 
lineup this year.

“I played a lot in the second half of 
games last year, and that experience 
helped,” Villalobos said. “It didn’t 
discourage me. I just wanted to 
help out in any way that I could. It 
was all worth it, because it prepared 
me for this season.”

Villalobos had scored in nine of the 
Ithaca’s 12 games heading into the state 
semifinal game with Montrose. Of his 13 
touchdowns, six came through the air, two on 
the ground, four on punt returns, and one on an 
interception return.

“I feel I can go out there and do whatever to 
help the team win,” Villalobos said.

The 5’8”, 150-pounder played with 
quarterback Travis Smith on the freshman 
football  team and made an easy adjustment 
into the passing game.

“He knows exactly how to run this system 
out here,” Villalobos said. “It took a little while 
for me to figure it out, but we’ve played a lot of 
catch, and the timing is there.”

The Yellowjackets are on an amazing run of 54 
straight victories heading into the state semifinal, 
but that mark isn’t what inspired Villalobos to give 
everything to the program.

“I remember watching [former Ithaca receiver] 
J.T. Jones when I was little,” Villalobos said. 
“I couldn’t wait to get out here and be part 
of this.”

Senior wide receiver Eli 
Villalobos has been one of 

the most consistent players 
for the Ithaca football team this 

season. (Scott Keyes photos)

Eli Villalobos 
continues to get 
it done for the 
Yellowjackets

Midland High  puts together 
another solid season
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“Our Winning Team to Yours”   See One of our Sales Leaders today!!

www.krapohlford.comVisit Our Website for Entire Inventory:MT. PLEASANT   772-2991 • 1-800-772-5974

KRAPOHL
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MILLER

44 Years Experience
23 Years at Krapohl’s

JEREMY 
SKELTON

21 Years Experience
6 Years at Krapohl’s
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WEEKLEY

26 Years Experience
23 Years at Krapohl’s
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O’SHAY

37 Years Experience
7 Years at Krapohl’s

BOB 
MIHALYFI

35 Years Experience
22 Years at Krapohl’s

JAMES
YUN

7 Years Experience
4 Years at Krapohl’s

Jeremy
Haskel

Sales Associate
1 Year at Krapohl’s

Bob 
Yost

Sales Associate
25 Years Experience

63 Years Strong!
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Unsung Heroes
Beal City linemen lead way for Aggies tough ground game

Mt Pleasant 
enjoys another 
solid season; 
falls to Zeeland West  
in regionals

Guard Tom Fussman (No. 53), Jake Flaugher (No. 73) and tackle Austin Cook (No. 69) have paved 
the way for the Aggies dominate running game this season. (Jared Moore photos) 

Oilers’ Blackford 
reflects on senior 
seasonJohn Raffel

Sports Scene

Any successful high school football team most 
likely has a top-notch offensive line. This has been 
true for the Beal City Aggies this season.

The tight ends are Carson Salisbury at the left 
side and Ryan Tilmann on the right. Left tackle is 
Nick Ward. Right tackle Austin Cook was a running 
back who was moved to the line. Tackles are Jacob 
Flaugher and Thomas Fussman, who both return from 
last season. The center is Kevin Bleise. The two tight 
ends, plus Ware and Bleise, are seniors.

Both tight ends and guards, plus the left tackle, 
started last year. Cook and Bleise were both on the 
varsity at different positions. Cook was fullback and 
Bleise was at linebacker.

“Salisbury is a great blocking tight end and has 
really caught the ball well this year,” said coach Lou 
Rau. “He’s made some spectacular catches when you 
least expect it.”

Tilmann “is nicknamed ‘Megatron’ for his 
spectacular catches,” Rau said. “He’s a 6’3” guy with 
wide range in catching the ball.”

Rau called Ward the “cerebral one of the bunch. Our 
other tackle, Austin Cook, is a converted fullback from 
last year,” Rau said. “We like his athleticism up front.”

Flaugher and Fussman started as sophomores for 

Beal City last year. “They spent the off-season and 
really hit the weights hard,” Rau said. “They put on 
probably 30 pounds each since last year. They really 
developed their strength and speed.”

Bleise “is the steady hand who makes sure the ball 
gets to the same place every time,” Rau said

“This is a very athletic and strong line, physically,” 
Rau said. “They’re not huge but are physically strong 
and quick.”

The best part of the line is that it’s stayed intact 
all season with no notable absences. “They have to 
be able to play as a unit and be able to do different 
combination blocks,” Rau said. “They all but Bleise 
play on defense, too.”

Flaugher is the biggest lineman at 210 pounds. 
The smallest is 185 pounds. “We try to stress lean, fit 
physiques to be able to do the things we want to do,” 
Rau said. 

The impact of the offensive line on a team that 
started out 12-0 and is making a serious bid for a state 
title has been “huge,” Rau said. “They’ve struggled 
at times but have always come up big when we’ve 
needed them to. They do a wide range of things from 
beginning our sweeps to pass blocking to all sorts of 
things. It’s a very versatile group.”

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Blake Blackford won’t ever forget his senior football season at 
Mount Pleasant. The Oilers made it to the regional final, where 
they lost to Zeeland West and finished with a 10-2 record.

Mount Pleasant opened the season with a 28-16 loss to DeWitt. 
But starting with 21-14 and 42-21 victories over Powers Catholic 
and Bay City Central, the Oilers rolled off 10 straight triumphs. 
They qualified for the playoffs and collected 42-21 and 42-27 
victories over Sparta and Sault Ste. Marie. But Zeeland West was 
too tough for the Oilers and defeated them 62-27 .

A second-year varsity player, Blackford started at left guard 
and saw some action at middle linebacker. “I’m pretty quick off 
my feet,” he said of being an offensive lineman. “I’m usually one 
of the first people off the ball.”

This was Blackford’s first year as a starter. “I thought I 
prepared pretty good for this year,” he said. “I went to the weight 
room quite a bit.”

Beating Midland 50-42 was a memorable moment for Mount 
Pleasant. “That’s always our rivalry match of the year,” Blackford 
said, adding that he felt his team “exceeded expectations. We 
were coming in from last season being kind of down. We did 
really good this year.”

Against Zeeland West, “I thought we did pretty good on 
offense,” Blackford said. “We scored quite a bit, but we couldn’t 
get the ball back.”

Blackford was happy with his improvement throughout the 
season.

“Coming into this year, we didn’t know what to expect out 
of Blake,” said coach Jason McIntyre. “He grew and got a little 
stronger. In two-a-days, we noticed his intensity and how hard he 
practiced. He was definitely going to get a shot at the starting spot 
in the offensive line. He battled with some other guys for two 
or three weeks before he earned the spot permanently. He does 
whatever he can to help the team.”

2013 marked the end of a six-year football career for 
Blackford. “I’Il miss going out there,” he said. “We have a good 
community. Everyone comes out and cheers us on. Every game 
we felt we had something to prove. Everyone was doubting us 
from the year before.”

“It’s a story of handling adversity,” McIntyre said. “We lost our 
starting running back in week one and our starting receiver. We 
had so many guys step up and take on different roles for us during 
the year. Guys needed to make plays for us, and we found a way 
to win. I think the season’s a story of playing through adversity 
and players stepping up and making big plays and taking on other 
roles. It’s definitely a season that was about a team. We did this 
all together. Every guy, at some point, was a key contributor. It 
was great for our seniors after not making the playoffs last year. 
I’m happy for them; they worked hard for it.”

Geoff Mott
Sports Scene

MOUNT PLEASANT – Mount Pleasant lost just 
two football games this fall.

DeWitt beat the Oilers 28-16 in the season opener 
and Zeeland West knocked off the Oilers 62-27 in a 
Division 3 quarterfinal game.

Mount Pleasant went on to win the Saginaw Valley 
League North for the fourth time in five seasons, and 
DeWitt advanced to meet Zeeland West in the Division 
3 state championship game.

“It’s really a neat storyline that those two teams that 
beat us are playing for the title,” Mount Pleasant coach 
Jason McIntyre said. “It should be pretty fun to see.”

After losing a large group of seniors from 
a run to the state runner-up finish in 2011, the 
Oilers finished 5-4 last season, but were forced 
to forfeit three games and ended up 2-7. Mount 
Pleasant came back with another large group of 
experienced seniors this fall.

“We had a group of seniors that set their mind 
to be a part of something that we’ve done here,” 
McIntyre said. “As a group last year, maybe we 
took for granted what we have, and that reality 
hits that you didn’t commit.

“Individually this year, we were fundamentally 
there, and that success became reality. I’m really 
happy for what my seniors did.”

After splitting time last season at quarterback, 
senior Robert Backus turned in a strong 
season, completing 112 of 168 passes for 1,708 
yards. The 5’11”, 165-pounder threw for 18 
touchdowns against five interceptions and ran 87 
times for 380 yards and four touchdowns.

“He threw three of those interceptions against 
DeWitt, including his first pass of the season,” 
said McIntyre, who was voted the SVL North’s 
Coach of the Year. “All that hard work and 
an interception, but he rebounded and stayed 

The Mt. Pleasant football 
team finished the season 
10-2 after losing to Zeeland 
West in the regionals. (Scott 
Keyes photos)

Mt. Pleasant senior Blake Blackford (No. 63) 
celebrates with his teammates during a district 
finals win against Sault Ste. Marie.

focused. He only threw one more interception 
the rest of the year.

“In our biggest game of the year against  
Midland High, he threw for 311 and five 
touchdowns.”

While Senior Michael Tweh led the ground 
attack with 993 yards on 146 carries in seven 
games played, senior receiver Eric Huber was 
named the SVL North’s Most Valuable Player 
after doing about everything for the Oilers.

Huber caught 45 passes for 768 yards and six 
touchdowns, ran 22 times for 272 yards and four 
touchdowns, returned a kickoff 95 yards for a 
touchdown against Midland, and averaged 30 
yards a punt for the season.

Hunter Buczkowski, one of three sophomore 
starters for the Oilers, led the defense with 121 
tackles.

“We’ll have kind of the issue next year [like 
in 2012], with a small senior class,” McIntyre 
said. “We’ll have a really strong junior class with 
those three sophomores getting experience, and 
we’ll mix them in with our seniors.

“We have a lot of work ahead of us.”

Unsung Heroes Oilers' Blake Blackford 
reflects on  senior 

campaign; team solid

Tom Fussman (No. 53), Jake Flaugher (No. 73) and tackle Austin Cook (No. 69) have paved the way for the 
Aggies dominant running game this season. (Jared Moore Photos)
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Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

For the fourth time in the 
last nine years, the DeWitt 
football team will end the 
season playing for the state 
championship.

After a thrilling 21-20 
win against St. Clair in the 
Division 3 state semifinal, 
DeWitt earned a trip to Ford 
Field to play in the Division 
3 state championship game 
against Zeeland West. The 
title game appearance will be 
the fifth for the Panthers, who 
are still looking to win a state 
championship.

DeWitt improved to 13-0 
on the season with the win 
against St. Clair after a 
back-and-forth battle. Junior 
running back Ben Heinritz 
scored a pair of touchdowns 
for the Panthers, while 
Christopher Ruby scored one 
touchdown. DeWitt relied 
on its ground game to earn 
the win in a game played 
in very windy and cold 
conditions. Ruby paced the 
ground game for the Panthers 
with 77 yards, while junior 
quarterback Jacob Johnson 
rushed for 68 yards and 
Heinritz added 62.

Heinritz has been DeWitt’s 

leading rusher with over 
1,300 yards for the season.

Johnson has enjoyed a big 
season throwing the football 
for DeWitt, totaling over 
1,600 yards.

DeWitt’s defense came up 
big against St. Clair. Tyler 
Madar paced the Panthers 
with 13 tackles, while Joshua 
Hanna added 11 tackles and 
Zachary Deak 10 tackles.

“I’m incredibly proud 
of these kids,” coach Rob 
Zimmerman said. “I couldn’t 
be more proud of them.”

DeWitt’s offensive and 
defensive units have both 
come up big during the 
postseason. The Panthers 
opened the postseason with 
a 14-8 win over Haslett in a 
defensive struggle. DeWitt 
followed that win with a 
27-14 win against Linden 
in the regionals and then 
won the regional title with 
a 49-0 win against Eaton 
Rapids. The Panther offense 
received 145 yards passing 
and three touchdowns from 
Johnson, and Heinritz added 
183 yards rushing and three 
touchdowns.

Along with going unbeaten 
during the season, DeWitt 
also captured its eighth 
straight league championship.   

Butch Harmon 
Sports Scene

Led by a senior class that 
has left a lasting legacy, the 
Pewamo-Westphalia football 
team enjoyed another big 
season this fall.

After going 8-1 during the 
regular season and winning the 
Central Michigan Conference 
title, the Pirates added a district 
title and reached the Division 7 
regional final before dropping 
a 31-14 decision to defending 
Division 8 state champion 
Harbor Beach.

The loss marked the end of 
the career of a senior class that 
has left a lasting impression. 
This year’s senior class won 
three district titles and two 
regional titles over the last 
three seasons.

“These guys left a great 
legacy,” said coach Jeremy 
Miller.

This year’s team was ranked 
as high as 5th in the state 
in Division 7. The Pirates 
began the season with eight 
consecutive wins that started 
with a 20-7 win against 
Lansing Catholic in week one.

The Pirates reeled off eight 
straight wins before falling 
in week nine to New Lothrop 
47-33.

Pewamo-Westphalia finished 
the conference season with 
a perfect record. The Pirates 
allowed just four touchdowns 
during league play and 
recorded three shutouts.

For the season, the Pirates 

averaged 36.3 points per game. 
They boasted a balanced 
offense, led by quarterback 
Kyle Nurenberg. Ross 
Wolniakowski paced the 

ground game, while senior 
wide receiver Lane Simon was 
the leading receiver and a force 
on defense.

Pewamo-Westphalia defeated 

Saugatuck 57-21 to win the 
district title, as Wolniakowski 
rushed for 107 yards and 
scored five touchdowns. The 
Pirates then defeated Carson-

City Crystral 
20-14 in the regional semifinal 
before falling to Harbor Beach 
in the regional final.

It was quite a football 
season for the Carson City-
Crystal Eagles, who lost to 
Pewamo-Westphalia 20-14 
in the district final to finish 
at 10-1. After  a 9-0 regular 
season, they beat Evart 21-6 in 
the first round of the playoffs 
at home.

They took advantage of two 
fumbles and an interception 
against Evart. The Wildcats 
gained 108 yards passing but 
only 52 on the ground and 
were penalized nine times for 
97 yards including five crucial 
unsportsmanlike penalties.

“They were physical and 

we knew they would be,” said 
Carson City-Crystal coach 
Devin Pringle. “Our defense, 
those kids stepped up. I told 
them [at halftime] this is 
playoff football and you’re 
beating a very good football 
team.”

CC-C lost to Evart 16-12 
in the first round of districts 
last year. Pringle said, “I’d be 
lying if our seniors weren’t 
up for this one. They had a 
little revenge in mind to even 
things up.”

The Eagles first scored on 
Will Beedy’s 4-yard run and 
kicked the PAT for a 7-6 lead.

“We have intelligent kids up 
front,” Pringle said. “They’re 
the ones that came up with the 
scheme that busted a couple 
of runs and got that first 
touchdown for us.”

The Eagles took advantage 
of key Evart penalties and 
scored in the fourth quarter 
on touchdown runs of two 
yards and one yard by Dallas 
O’Green and Robert Failing.

Beedy had 45 yards rushing, 
while Haines had 34.

Carson City-Crystal enjoyed 
the first 9-0 regular season in 
school history.                 

The Haslett volleyball team turned in a memorable 
season this year, and it took the best of the best to put 
an end to it.

Haslett finished the season with a 49-4 record and 
advanced to the Class A state quarterfinals, where its 
tournament trail came to an end. Eventual Class A 
state champion East Grand Rapids defeated Haslett in 

three sets 25-22, 25-14, 25-23.
Haslett reached the round of eight after winning the 

Class A regional at Kalamazoo Central. The Vikings 
defeated Lakeview in three sets 25-23, 25-15, 25-15 
in the regional championship game. Makenna Ott and 
Heather Holton led the way for Haslett with eight kills 
apiece, while Courtney Brassington fueled the offense 

with 25 assists.
Haslett advanced to the regional title match by 

defeating Ann Arbor Huron in four sets 25-21, 25-22, 
21-25, 27-25. Maria Kronner led the Vikings with 
nine kills and eight blocks, while Ott added nine kills 
and 18 digs. Haslett reached the regional by defeating 
Okemos in three sets in the district finals.     

DeWitt heads back to familar territory

The DeWitt football team has made it to the Division 3 state finals for the four time in nine 
seasons, while capturing its eighth consecutive league championship in 2013. DeWitt played 
Zeeland West in the state finals game. (Scott Keyes Photo)

Carson City enjoys one of best seasons in school history
The 
Carson 
City 
football 
team 
enjoyed 
its first-
ever 9-0 
regular 
season 
in 2013. 
(Dave 
Knarr 
Photo)

P-W  enjoys another solid season

The Pewamo-
Westphalia 
football team 
put together 
another 
impressive 
football season 
losing just one 
regular season 
game to New 
Lothrop in a 
game played at 
Alma College. 
The Pirates 
made it all the 
way to regionals 
before losing to 
Harbor Beach. 
(Zip Widman 
Photo)

Haslett volleyball loses  in Class A quarters to East Grand Rapids
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Jeff Chaney
Sports Scene

It’s been a great fall for sports teams in the 
West Michigan area.

Many teams and athletes made runs to state 
championships in their respective Michigan 
High School Athletic Association state 
tournaments.

The following is a run down of the fabulous 
fall.

GIRLS SWIMMING – A pair of West 
Michigan dynasties continued to make waves in 
girls swimming this fall.

The Holland girls swimming team won its 
third straight title in Division 2 at Eastern 
Michigan University, while East Grand Rapids 
won its third title in five years in Division 3 at 
the Holland Aquatic Center last weekend.

Senior Holly Morren and junior Taylor Garcia 
had big weekends in the pool for Holland, while 
sophomore Emily Converse and freshman 
Gabby Higgins swam extremely well for the 
Pioneers in Holland.

BOYS TENNIS – Three West Michigan 
teams cam close in boys tennis this fall, but 
were unable to bring home state championship 
trophies.

In Division 2 at Hope, Forest Hills Northern 
was third, while East Grand Rapids was runner-
up in Division 3 at Kalamazoo College, and 
West Catholic was runner-up at Grand Blanc/
Holly.

It’s been a bit of a drought for area teams to 
win a state championship in tennis. The last 
team from West Michigan to win a title was 

East Grand Rapids in Division 3 in 2007.
VOLLEYBALL – This past weekend 

champions were crowned in Volleyball at 
Battle Creek’s Kellogg Arena. And two teams 
came home with a championship trophy, while 
another came home with a runner-up trophy.

In Class A, East Grand Rapids beat 
Bloomfield Hills Marian in four sets. Caroline 
Knooihuizen led the Pioneers with 15 kills, and 
Maeve McDonald had 27 assists.

In Class C, Grand Rapids Covenant Christian 
beat Beal City in three sets. Alyssa Scholten and 
Shelby Lubbers each had 13 kills for Covenant 
Christian, while Cailey DeJong had 21 assists.

In Class B, the South Christian Sailors lost 
a hard-fought five-set match to Pontiac Notre 
Dame, completing a very successful weekend 
for area teams in Battle Creek.

FOOTBALL – One sport still needed crown 
its champions at the time of print. Football will 
be played this weekend at Ford Field, and three 
area teams are still alive.

In Division 3, Zeeland West will be looking 
to win its third state championship in eight 
years when it plays DeWitt Saturday at 7:30 
p.m.. It’s only the ninth year the Dux have been 
a program.

In Division 4, South Christian will be looking 
to win its second straight state title, and third 
in 12 years, when it plays Marine City Friday 
night at 7:30 p.m.

And in Division 5, West Catholic is making 
its third trip to the finals in four years, and will 
be looking to win its second title in that time. 
The Falcons play Menominee on Saturday at 5 
p.m.

Your Family Fun & Entertainment Center
Open/League/Cosmic Bowling, Parties, Arcade, Proshop

Val’s - Dine In, Carryout Delivery
CB’s Hot Spot - Sports Viewing, Pool, Weekend Bands/DJs

989-725-7717 989-725-VALS (8257)

219 S. Washington St. Owosso, MI 48867 capitolbowl@yahoo.com

www.capitolbowl.net        Become a Facebook Fand Today!

NEW LOTHROP – While 
New Lothrop’s football season 
came to an end with a 45-14 
loss to Muskegon Catholic 
Central in the Division 8 state 
semifinals, it ended a four-year 
run of one loss seasons.

The Hornets have compiled 
a 43-4 record since 2010, 
advancing to the state 
semifinals twice. Six of the 
Hornets players played in the 
state semifinal game in 2011 
and had experience through 
winning seasons.

“With six guys returning that 
played in that game two years 
ago, I think they got a good 
picture of what it’s like to play 
on this stage,” New Lothrop 
coach Clint Galvas told 
MLive before the Muskegon 
CC game. “We’re excited for 
where we’re at now, but these 
guys have been putting in work 
since the last week in March.

“That’s 244 straight days 
of football-related activities, 
so we have a lot invested this 
year, and these guys definitely 
deserve to be where they’re 
at.”

Returning all-stater Amari 
Coleman had an explosive 
season as an offensive utility 
weapon. Coleman verbally 
committed to Central Michigan 
University and the 6-foot, 
185-pound was 5-for-5 on punt 
returns for touchdowns heading 
into the MCC game.

While Coleman was limited 
to 17 yards rushing on 14 
carries against MCC, he 
eclipsed the 1,000-yard mark 
on the ground with 1,004 yards 
on a remarkable 65 carries for 
a 15.4-yard per carry average. 
He scored 18 touchdowns 
on the ground and four more 
through the air with 282 

receiving yards.
“He’s a huge weapon to have 

back there,” Galvas told MLive 
on Coleman’s punt returning 
abilities. “It forces teams to 
kick out of bounds, and we’re 
constantly getting good field 
position just by having him 
stand back there.”

New Lothrop got its 
offense rolling throughout 
the postseason. The Hornets 
opened with a 35-0 win over 
Michigan Lutheran Seminary 
and then won a district 

title with a 41-28 win over 
Waterford Our Lady of the 
Lakes.

Coleman scored on 
touchdown runs of 9 and 39 
yards in a 28-0 New Lothrop 
first quarter lead against 
Ottawa Lake-Whiteford in the 
state quarterfinal game. The 
Hornets cruised to the 58-22 
win over the regional title.

Coleman had five carries for 
118 yards while seven other 
ball carries tallied 167 yards on 
the ground.

Hornets just miss

New Lothrop's Amari Coleman led his team all the way to the 
DIvision 8 semi finals before losing to Muskegon Catholic. New 
Lothrop finished the year 12-1. (Randy Miniard Photo)

Chesaning’s season came to a close losing to three 
sets to Freeland during the first round of district play.

The Indians 3-0 sweep over Shepherd on Sept. 11 
was the lone volleyball victory for the Indians in Tri-
Valley Central play.

After a 1-3 finish at the season-opening Carrollton 
Invitational, the Indians swept Owosso 3-0 and had a 
strong 3-2 showing at the Durand Invitational, finishing 
in third place.

Chesaning added a 1-1-3 finish at the Ithaca 
Sweetheart Tournament and broke up a four-match 
losing streak by sweeping St. Charles in a non-
conference match on Oct. 14.

The Indians finished the season at 3-9 and 1-6 in 
the TVC Central. They lost 25-15, 25-9 and 25-21 to 
Freeland in the opening round of the Class B district 
tournament at Carrollton.

Jalen Lary led the Indians with well over 400 digs 
while Katelyn Beckman led the team in kills. Savannah 
Smith led the team in assists.

West side represents

Jeff Chaney
Sports Scene

LOWELL, MI – Dave Dean 
acknowledges this was one of 
the toughest decisions he has 
had to make, but believes he 
will be leaving his program in 
good hands.

After nine successful seasons 
of leading the Lowell wrestling 
team, Dean will be leaving 
the program and the state of 
Michigan after this school 
year to take a job at Cornell 
University and its wrestling 
program.

Dean will be joining the 
Cornell program as its new 
coach in charge of its Olympic 
Developmental Program.

“This was a very difficult 
decision,” Dean said. “I 
have so many friends here at 
Lowell that have been a great 
influence on me. Lowell is an 
outstanding and exceptional 
place.”

Dean and his family, which 
includes son Max, who is 
a sophomore on Lowell’s 
wrestling team, and daughter 
Cassie, who is in eighth grade, 
will be moving to Ithaca, N.Y. 
This summer to start his new 
position.

They will be joining the 
Dean’s oldest son, Gabe Dean, 
who is a freshman on the 
Cornell wrestling team.

Dave Dean doesn’t have 
the final say on who will be 
his replacement, but is giving 
a vote of confidence that 
assistant R. J. Boudro take his 
place after he leaves.

“I don’t want to speak for 
our athletic director, but I 
think R.J. Would be a great 
transition. He is great with 
the parents, a great organizer 

and has great respect from the 
kids.”

Boudro, 
who 
wrestled 
at Armada 
High 
School, 
then at the 
University 
of 
Michigan, 
before 
transferring 
to Michigan 
State 
where Dave Dean was an 
assistant coach before coming 
to Lowell, said he would be 
honored to take over the Red 
Arrows for his head coach.

Boudro has been on Dave 
Dean’s staff for the past six 
years.

“First of all, Dave was 
a big deal when I went to 
(MSU),” Boudro said. “He and 
(fellow MSU assistant) Roger 
Chandler had a lot to do with 
me going to MSU. He then 
brought me to Lowell

“When I came from 
Michigan, he helped me be 
captain my first year there,” he 
added. “We hit off right away, 
and then he was big in bringing 
me here at Lowell. I can’t put 
into words what he has done 
for me in being a coach. Him 
and (Lowell football coach 
and Dave Dean brother Noel 
Dean), have both helped 
me become the coach I am, 
because I also coached football 
for five years here.”

If he gets the job, what 
Boudro will get to coach is a 
Lowell program that won the 
Division 2 state title in 2009 
and has been runner-up three 
times, including the past two 
years.

Dave Dean

Dave Dean leaving Lowell 
at end of school yearZeeland 

West and 
Muskegon 
are two West 
Michigan 
teams that 
will be 
making the 
trip to Ford 
Field this 
season. (Kim 
Johnson 
and Randy 
Miniard 
Photos)
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John Raffel
Sports Scene

In his third season as Ashley’s 
volleyball coach, Casey Hilts hit the 
jackpot with his volleyball team.

The Bears fell to Sacred Heart 
Academy 3-1 in the regional final in 
early November at Coopersville, ending 
their season at 28-16-3. Three seasons 
ago, the Ashley volleyball team was 
0-32.

Hilt was previously an assistant 
coach at Alma College. “We did very 
well and kind of rebuilt that program,” 
Hilts said. “My head coach took 
another job. As an assistant coach, you 
find yourself out of the mix. I knew that 
Ashley had struggled. But they were 
down the road, and I wanted to take 
the challenge of turning them into a 
program. It was the same at Alma. They 
had a 3-26 season and we took them to 
22-9 the first year there.”

In Hilts’ first year at Ashley, the 
Bears were 14-21. They were 21-19 last 
season and then got to the 28-win level. 
It was the first time since 2000 that any 
team at Ashley had won a district title, 
Hilts said.

Hilts was hired at Ashley shortly 
before the 2011 season started.

“It was teaching them how to play 
defense.” Hilts said. “It was the bulk 
of everything we tried to do. We had 
a couple of kids that could hit the ball 
over the net a little bit, but nobody who 
could win a game for us. It was about 
making ourselves competitive. In high 
school volleyball, so many times one 
team plays until one team loses. This 
year, we finally got to the stage where 
we could go out and compete where 
you actually have the offense. If you 
play good defense, you can usually be 
competitive with anybody. That first 
season, that’s what it was all about.”

His second year at Ashley, Hilts had 
a chance to work with his girls during 

the off-season. “Between that first and 
second year, coming into a program 
like that, what I wanted to do was have 
the kids enjoy the sport so much,” Hilts 
said. “My goal was to get the kids to 
fall in love with it, and once they fall in 
love with it, they’ll do whatever they 
have to do to be very good at it. They 
were having a lot of fun and winning 
some games.”

Ashley girls started playing AAU 
volleyball. The physical conditioning 
part started taking root when Liza 
Gross joined Hilts’ staff as assistant 
coach.

Coming into this season, Hilts was 
confident that the Bears had plenty of 
potential, with the return of several 
three-year varsity players.

“I had 17 years of returning varsity 
experience,” he said. “It allowed us to 
turn our offense up.”

Ashley was led against Sacred 
Heart, a fellow Mid-State Activities 
Association member, by Sierra 
Belongia with eight kills; Meggan 
Andrews with four aces, eight kills and 
17 digs; Megan Seifert with 24 assists; 
and Kelsey Smith with seven kills. 
Andrews and Smith are middle hitters.

“Sierra became the third [attacker] 
that forced teams to not focus on the 
other two,” Hilts said.

Seifert, the setter, was the 
quarterback of the team. She set for 
a Haslett team during the off-season. 
Smith and Andrews also played for 
that team, Hilts said. “They had 
the opportunity to play with some 
outstanding players.”

Hilts said the program is designed 
to try to have competitive teams 
each season. “We’re heading in that 
direction,” he said. “We’re going to 
struggle a little bit in the beginning. 
By the end of the season, I expect next 
year’s team to be at or above the level 
we finished with. [Sierra] will be one 
of those kids coaches want to know 
about.”

Ashley turning corner

It was less than 
three years 
ago that the 
Ashley volleyball 
team finished 
a season 0-32. 
This year Ashley 
made it all 
the way to the 
regional finals 
before losing 
to Mt. Pleasant 
Sacred Heart 
in four sets. 
(Chuck Prikasky 
Photo)

It was another competitive season for the Morley 
Stanwood volleyball team.

With a 9-0 Central State Activities Association 
record, the Mohawks won the conference title for the 
11th straight season. They were led by first-team all-
CSAA selections Kayla Rosman, Mekayla Carey, and 
Lindsey Veersma.

A highlight of the season came when the Mohawks 
defeated St. Louis in the district final on the Sharks’ 
home floor. The Sharks were considered possible state 
contenders.

The Mohawks (41-10-1)  posted a 19-25, 25-18, 25-
19, 25-23 victory over the Sharks for the district title. In 
the win, Carey had two aces, three blocks, 17 kills, and 
19 digs for the Mohawks; while Rosman had five aces 
and 21 kills; Lindsey Veersma netted seven kills and 36 

assists; Jennie Kizer posted 18 digs; and Heather Hart 
added 16 digs.

The Mohawks had high hopes in the regionals, which 
were held in their home gym. 

They opened with a 25-15, 25-13, 25-15 win over 
White Cloud.  It was Carey and Rosman again leading 
the way. Carey had 12 kills, eight digs, and three 
blocks; and Rosman had 12 kills and eight digs. But 
in the regional final, the Mohawks could not outlast 
Covenant Christian in a very competitive match and lost 
20-25, 25-22, 25-23, 25-23.

Carey led the Mohawks with 22 kills, 12 digs, three 
blocks, and three aces, while Rosman had 15 kills and 
20 digs.

Morley Stanwood, the 2011 state champion, ended 
the season at 42-11-1.

The Morley-Standwood volleyball team won a 
district championship by defeating St. Louis in 
four sets earlier this month. The team won a 
conference championship for the 11th straight 
season. (Randy Miniard Photo)

Morley Stanwood concludes another successful volleyball season

Hemlock, Swan Valley post solid showings in tourney
Butch Harmon 
Sports Scene

One of the finest seasons in 
Hemlock volleyball history 
ended in the regional final, and 
with it, so did a very successful 
run for Hemlock’s head coach.

Hemlock dropped a three-set 
match to Unionville-Sebewaing, 
the 4th-ranked team in the state, 
in the regional final at Ubly, 
despite 16 kills from senior 
standout Karlie Herrington.

“I’m very proud of my girls,” 
Hemlock coach Russ Kela said. 
“We’ve come so far this season; 
this is the first time Hemlock has 
gone this far.”

The match marked the final 
match coached by Kela, who 
stepped down after seven years at 
the helm. He guided the Huskies 
to three district titles during his 
seven seasons, including two 
district titles in the past three 
years.

Hemlock won the district in 
thrilling fashion by defeating 
Valley Lutheran in five games 
(25-20, 19-25, 25-22, 24-26, 
15-5) at the Nouvel district. 
Herrington led Hemlock with 34 
kills and five blocks in the final.

Hemlock won its regional semifinal match against New Lothrop in four 
games (17-25, 26-24, 27-25, 25-21). Herrington led Hemlock with 31 kills 
and seven blocks. Abbi Phillipson recorded 14 kills and five blocks, while 
Brooke Phillion put the offense in motion with 50 assists.

Hemlock finished the season with a 26-18-2 record.

Both the Swan Valley and 
Hemlock volleyball teams 
enjoyed one of the finest 
seasons in their schools history. 
Swan Valley won a regional 
championship defeating 
Essexville Garber in five sets 
while Hemlock lost to Unionville-
Sebewaing in three sets in the 
regional finals. Swan Valley 
dropped a three set decision 
to Cadillac in the quarterfinals. 
(Scott Keyes Photos)
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Tony Blackford 
“Class of 1984”

Good Luck
Yellowjackets On

Another Great Season!

Good Luck Oilers 
On Another 

Great Season!
Blake Blackford 
“Class of 2014”
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So Close:

Beal City’s Division 3 state title dreams came 
to an end as the Aggies lost to Grand Rapids 
Covenant Christian in four sets Nov. 23 at 
Kellogg Arena in Battle Creek. The Aggies were 
emotional after the loss. Beal City lost in the D4 
state finals a year ago. Beal City finished the 
year 56-4-1. (Shannon Millard photos)

Finals loss disappointing 
to Aggies

Irish lose in quarters
John Raffel
Sports Scene

Beal City’s dream of a Class C state title in 
volleyball ended with a 3-1 loss to Covenant Christian 
Nov. 23 in the title game at Battle Creek.

Covenant Christian took the first game 25-21 by 
netting the game’s last seven points and took the 
second game 25-16. Beal City won the third game 25-
20. Covenant Christian ruled the fourth game 25-17 
and took the match.

In the first game, Beal City fell behind early 8-3 and 
had problems with Covenant Christian’s net play. The 
Aggies rallied on an ace from Addie Schumacher, who 
then served for four more points and led them to a 
21-18 lead. Covenant came back on Brianna Norman’s 
serving for a 23-21 lead, and the Chargers notched the 
winning point on a Beal City passing error.

Covenant fired out to a 6-2 lead in the second game. 
Cailey DeJong tormented the Aggies with her jump 
serves and had two straight aces for a 14-11 lead. 
Alyssa Scholten’s ace gave her team an 18-13 lead. 
Shelby Lubbers and Arika Engelsma combined for a 
block and 22-15 lead. The Chargers went from there 
for the win and 2-0 lead.

The Chargers enjoyed a 6-3 lead in game 3. Beal 
City came back and took an 11-8 lead and extended it 
to 14-10. Grace Schafer’s ace gave the Aggies a 17-12 
lead, which became 22-17 moments later on Jordan 
Schneider’s kill. Schneider and Nicole Gross had a 
block for a 24-19 lead. A net error gave Beal City the  
25th point.

The Chargers bolted to a 5-0 lead in the fourth game 
on Cailey DeJong’s serving. Beal City settled down 
and got back in it. Scholten’s tip gave the Chargers a 
16-13 lead. They later stretched it to 20-14. Lubber’s 
thundering kill made it 23-15 and Sydney Hauck 
followed with an ace. Lubbers ended the match with 
a kill.

Scholten stands 6’2” and Lubbers 5’10”. “They 
were definitely a big team, and they put up a big 
block,” said Aggie coach Kelly David. “That was 
definitely a tough part of the game. They were a tough 
team and had big girls. It was a tough loss. We fought 
as  hard as we could and left it on the court. That’s all 
we could do.”

Schumacher had 15 kills and eight digs for the 
Aggies. Melanie Schafer had six kills and 17 digs, 
while Jenna Theisen added 26 assists and seven digs, 
and Schneider had seven kills.

“I think our defense on our blocks had to stop their 
offense,” David said. “That was the key of the third 
game. They found a way around our blocking. It was 

tough on the defense. “
Scholten and Lubbers had 13 kills apiece. DeJong 

had 21 assists and 15 digs for Covenant Christian.
The season ended at 56-4-1 for Beal City. Covenant 

Christian was 47-9-0.
“I think it was definitely our serving and our 

hitting,” said Charger coach Denise Uittenbogaard. 
“We are an attacking team. We have to attack the ball 
to win games. We have power in the front row and 
have power in our serves.”

The Aggies were in the Class D title match last 
year and lost to perennial power St. Philips Catholic 
Central, which won its class again. The hope this 
season for the Aggies was that they could prevail in 
Class C. 

“They weren’t satisfied with last year because they 
got second,” David said. “They really wanted to come 
in and win a state championship. We fell a little short. 
They gave it all they had. I’m proud of how they 
played.”

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Addie Schumacher had a phenomenal volleyball season 
for the Beal City Aggies, but the 5’11” senior middle 
blocker had problems holding back the tears after her 
team lost 3-1 to Covenant Christian in the Class C state 
volleyball final.

The Aggies and Schumacher were runners-up last season. 
They wanted the title badly this year but fell short.

John Raffel
Sports Scene

It was fun while it lasted for the Sacred Heart 
Academy volleyball team, which advanced to the 
state quarterfinals this season before losing to Leland.

Sacred Heart posted a Class D regional final 
victory over Ashley on Nov. 14.  It won the first 
two games handily 25-18, 25-9. Then Ashley came 
back for a 25-23 win in the third game. Sacred Heart 
prevailed 25-7 in the fourth to take the match. The 
Irish were led by Sara Hansen with 33 assists, 10 
digs, and 10 kills; junior Lexie Methner with 19 kills 
and seven blocks; and Riley Terwillger with eight 
kills and four aces.

 The Irish were 
confident going into 
the quarterfinals 
against Leland but 
lost 3-1. It was 2-1, 
Leland, going to the 
fourth game, and the 
Irish had a 20-14 
lead. It appeared a 
fifth game was going 
to be necessary. But 
Sacred Heart lost 28-
26, and the season 
ended at 49-12-5 for 
the Irish. Methner 
had 18 kills; while 
senior team captain 
and setter Sara 
Hanson compiled six 
kills, 26 assists, and 
nine digs.

Michael Kruscke 
coached the Sacred 
Heart squad for his 
fifth season. The 
team also made it to 
the quarterfinals in 
2010.

“It think our record 
was more sound this 
year,” Kruscke said. 
“We put ourselves 
into some heavier 
tournaments, 
hopefully to better 
prepare us for 
tight matches. The 
girls don’t panic 
under pressure. 

We’re trying to keep them comfortable when it gets 
uncomfortable. That’s the name of the game.”

Kruscke said that Sara Hanson “has been getting the 
ball in key spots.  She’s finding out who’s comfortable, 
who’s swinging and who’s not and trying to work with 
the one doing well. Methner has been coming into her 
own this year.”

During the regular season, a major highlight “was 
to see the growth of the team,” Kruscke said. “We 
weren’t quite sure how we were going to match up 
when all was said and done. They just continue to 
work every week, every match and got a little better 
and the team chemistry has come together nicely. It’s 
even a highlight to see that growth.”

After the regional title, Kruscke’s assertion was that 
his team was meeting its goals.

“We’ve always set the bar high,” he said. “Back in 
August, we said one of our goals was to make the trip 

to Battle Creek. We don’t 
think any team in the 
school has done that. We 
have to take one step at a 
time.”

That goal was almost, 
but not quite, met with the 
loss in the quarterfinals.

“The biggest thing 
is that they have been 
controlling the ball when 
it’s on our side of the net,”  
Kruscke said. “They’ve 
been taking care of the 
ball. When we’re playing 
well and keeping our 
unforced errors under 
control, we’re a pretty 
solid team. It’s trying not 
to beat ourselves. “

Maggie Voisin, another 
captain, plays all the way 
around and said her team 
has been good at all the 
spots. “We have the hitters 
able to put the ball down,” 
she said. 

“Maggie is the energy, 
keeps the spirits up, and 
keeps the team jelled as 
one,” Kruscke said.

Terwillger and junior 
Bainy Scully have been 
solid outside hitters for 
the Irish. “When those 
two are on, it makes a 
huge difference and takes 
a lot of pressure off our 
middle,” Kruscke said.

David said. “Our serve receive struggled at times 
which hurt us.”

“We knew they had a big block, and we’d have to 
hit around it and be aggressive,” Schumacher said. 
“We knew we had to be tough on defense. It just didn’t 
work out today.”

“I thought we were gong to have to put up a good 
block, and in the third game we got there, but in the 
second game we didn’t,” said Beal City outside hitter 
Melanie Schafer. “We needed to tip on them. I thought 
we needed to tip more.

Beal City trailed 2-1, but after winning the third 
game, David thought her team had captured the 
momentum.

“We got into a hole that fourth game, and it was hard 
to get out of after that,” she sad.

In the third game, “when we got our passes up, we 
put it down,” Schafer said.

In the semifinal, the Aggies prevailed 25-22, 25-15, 
25-18 and took a 56-3-1 record into the title match.

“That was pretty special, because we got to stay 
with the team overnight,” Schafer said. “We had a 
good bond. I thought this team meshed well together 
compared to other teams.”

The Aggies graduate only four seniors, but they’re 
all key players - Anna Reihl, Schafer, Schumacher, and 
Chloe Steffke.

“We learned from last year,” Schafer said. “Everyone 
wants to win. But I’m proud we got the chance to get 
here again.”

“I couldn’t have asked for a better team my senior 
year,” Schumacher said. “The whole season has been a 
joy ride.”

“Every year, there’s always girls that step up,” David 
said. “We’re looking forward to next year.”

Beal City’s dream season comes to a close

“As disappointed as I am right now, I’m more proud to 
be on this team with this great group of girls,” said a very 
emotional Schumacher. “You do wish something different 
would have happened. But you can’t change anything.”

Against a team like Beal City, “[o]ur strategy was 
play our game. It was our strategy all along,” said 
Covenant Christian coach Denise Uittenbogaard. “I have 
a determined group of volleyball players. They were 
determined to win and got the job done. They were not 
going to go home without the trophy.”

Beal City had the same type of determination but not the 
result the Aggies obviously wanted.

“It’s definitely an empty feeling for the girls,” coach 
Kelly David said. “They’re a great group of girls. We want 
to look at the positive things we have going for us. We have 
to hold our heads up high and walk out of here knowing we 
did everything we could to win.”

The Aggies had defeated Oakland Christian in the 
semifinals and watched Covenant Christian take care of 
Mendon.

“We knew we had to spread the ball, since they had big 
blockers and play good defense, because they’re big,” 
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State finals loss 
disappointing to Aggies
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Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

Led by senior Hannah Kopydlowski, who was 
named the meet’s outstanding swimmer, the Powers 
Catholic girls swim team capped the season with 
a top-ten finish at the Division 3 state finals at the 
Holland Aquatics Center.

Kopydlowski won the 100 backstroke and finished 
third in the 50 freestyle. She was also a part of two 
relay teams that placed eighth. Kopydlowski teamed 
up with Natalie Seifert, Erin Emmert, and Morgan 
Szczeepaniak in both the 200 medley relay and the 
400 free relay.

Emmert placed seventh in both the 200 IM and the 
100 butterfly for the Chargers, who placed eighth as a 
team with 104 points.

East Grand Rapids won the team title with 362 
points, while Cranbrook Kingswood placed second 
with 220.

Alma finished in 12th place overall with 71 points.
All three of Alma’s relay teams placed in the top 

12. The 200 medley relay team of senior Laura Lowe, 
freshman Aissa Adams, freshman Evelyn Vandemark, 
and senior Kaleigh Kovac placed 10th, as did the 200 
free relay team of senior Natalie Walsh, senior Kamila 
Tlegenova, Lowe, and Kovac. The 400 free relay team 
of Walsh, Vandemark, Lowe, and Kovac placed 12th.

Individually, Vandemark had a big day, as she took 
fifth in the 100 butterfly and ninth in the 500 free. 
Lowe placed 11th in the 100 backstroke and Kovac 
was 13th in the 200 free.

DeWitt took 17th place with 33 points. Senior 
Rosalie Yockey paced the Panthers with a pair of top-
eight finishes. Yockey was third in the 500 free and 
fourth in the 200 free.

John Glenn placed 19th overall and was paced 
by senior Kali Hartt, who placed fifth in the 100 
backstroke.

Haslett and Nouvel Catholic Central tied for 21st.
Freshman Makenna McCartney led the way for 

Nouvel, as she placed sixth in the 500 free and ninth 
in the 200 free. Sophomore Elsa Borrello took 13th in 
the 200 IM.

Claire Beckett led the way for Haslett, as she placed 
sixth in the 100 breaststroke and 14th in the 200 IM. 
Kate Lehman finished 12th in both the 100 butterfly 
and 200 IM.

DIVISION 1
Rockford finished fifth with 127 points at the 

Division 1 state finals at Oakland University, while 
Grand Blanc placed 14th with 75 points. Mercy won 
the meet with 271 points, and Saline took second with 
251.

Junior Erin Hudson led the way for Rockford, as she 
placed second in the 50 free and seventh in the 100 
free. She was a member of the 200 free relay team that 
placed second overall with Marissa Marion, Dakota 

Noble, and Madison Trimble. Hudson was also part 
of the 200 medley relay team with Kara Vandawater, 
Sydney McDowell, and Trimble that placed third 
overall.

Junior Eryn Scannell led the charge for Grand 
Blanc. Scannell placed fourth in the 50 free and also 
finished 11th in diving. She was part of the 200 free 
relay team that placed seventh along with Emma 
Curtis, Rachel Eaton, and Lindsay Baywol.

DIVISION 2
Midland Dow placed in the top ten at the Division 2 

state finals at Eastern Michigan University by totaling 
112 points. Holland won the title with 287 points 
followed by Portage Central with 235.

Kara Dean led the way for Dow, as she took fifth in 
the 200 IM and eighth in the 100 free. Ellie Dean also 
had a strong meet, as she placed sixth in the 500 free 
and seventh in the 200 free. The 400 free relay team 
of Kara Dean, Ellie Dean, Jasmine Purtell, and Mary 
Noble placed sixth.

Okemos finished in 13th place with 73 points. Katie 
Dudley led the way for the Chieftains, as she placed 
second in the 200 IM and fourth in the 100 free.

Bay City Western finished in 15th place with 54 
points. Junior Krissy Harmon enjoyed a big meet for 
Western, as she won the 500 freestyle in 4:59.42 and 
finished third in the 200 free.

Fenton placed 19th with 25 points. Gabriele 
Haaraoja led the way for Fenton, taking third place in 
the 50 free.

Kopydlowski,

State Swimming Finals Recap

 Flint Powers Hannah Kopydlowski named top 
swimmer in D3; Alma places 12th

Top: The Alma girls swim team finished 12th during 
the Nov. 22-23 swim finals held in Holland. Above: 
A diver takes flight during the D1 finals held at 
Oakland University. (Butch Harmon and Alan Holben 
Photos)
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Job Well Done!

Amazin’ Grace 
Swan Valley’s Alex Grace 
Became The State’s 
Single-Season Leading 
Rusher In 2013

State Swimming 
Where Did Your Favorite 

Swimmer Place?

Congratulations To All Of 
Our Regional Winners And 

State Football Finalists;
Ithaca, Montrose, New Lothrop, Beal City, Dewitt,

Flint-Carman-Ainsworth, & Lansing Sexton Saw Their Fates
Sealed During The Semi-Finals With The Aggies, Yellowjackets 
And Panthers Moving On To Ford Field. Ithaca Is Gunning For 

56Th Straight Victory And Fourth Consecutive D6 Crown, 
While Beal City Seeks Redemption. A Great Season Was Had 

By All Our Area Teams. Thanks For The Memories.


