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If you have a story idea 
or suggestions please 

contact Randy Miniard at 
517-202-1808. or randy@

highschoolsportsscene.com.
Thanks again for your 

support.

Publisher’s note

Randy Miniard

Where excellent care, 
the latest technology, 

and friendliness live

Martha A. Bamfield, D.D.S. • Dale A. Nester. D.D.S.
610 N. Pine River Street • Ithaca, Michigan 48847

w w w.pineriverdentalc are.com(989) 875-2888

We 
Love New 
Patients!

Call Today!
 – specializing in – 

  
 

 

COVENANT CENTER FOR
 

ADVANCED 
ORTHOPAEDICS

FRANKENMUTH
600 NORTH MAIN ST.
989.921.3500

MIDLAND
1549 WASHINGTON
989.921.3500

SAGINAW
4701 TOWNE CENTRE, SUITE 301

989.921.3500

SAGINAW 
3875 BAY RD., SUITE 2-S
989.793.1372

SAGINAW 
800 COOPER, SUITE 5 
989.583.7450

Colleen Linehan, MD
Board Certified 

Orthopaedic Surgeon

Jason Maxa, PA-CB.C. de Beaubien, MD
Board Certified 

Orthopaedic Surgeon
Fellowship Trained in 
Adult Reconstruction

Michael J Tucker, Jr., DO
Board Eligible 

Orthopaedic Surgeon 
Fellowship Trained in 
Orthopaedic Trauma

Lindsey Pilling, PA-CAnthony de Bari, MD
Board Certified 

Orthopaedic Surgeon
Fellowship Trained

SPORTS INJURIES • SHOULDER REPLACEMENTS • ADVANCED SHOULDER SURGERY
JOINT PAIN • HIP AND KNEE REVISIONS  • TOTAL HIP AND KNEE REPLACEMENTS 
FRACTURES • ACETABULUM AND PELVIC FRACTURES • NONUNION FRACTURES

COMPLEX INTRA-ARTICULAR JOINT FRACTURES   

ALEX
Vanderploeg

Maddy 
Seeley

The Alex Vanderploeg File
Ithaca High School
Sports: Golf, soccer, and football
Accomplishments: As a junior, 
Vanderploeg received all-district awards 
and all-conference honors in soccer. This 
season, he guided the Yellowjackets to 
a 12-4-2 record. In the first eight games 
of the football season, Vanderploeg had 
kicked off 55 times, with 34 of them going 
for touchbacks. He was 47 of 49 in PATs.

GPA: 4.0

The Maddy Seeley File
Alma High School
Sport: Volleyball and basketball
Accomplishments: Seeley has served 
as a volleyball captain for three years 
and basketball captain for two. As a 
sophomore, Seeley was all-conference 
second-team in basketball. As a 
junior, she was all-conference first team.

GPA: 4.0
College: Verbally committed to 
Northwood University, where she will 
play basketball.

Male and Female 
Scholar-Athlete of the 

Month presented by:
ADVANCED

ORTHOPAEDICS

COVENANT CENTER FOR

It’s a great day here at High School Sports Scene 
Magazine.

We are in the middle of the busy fall championship 
season, and there isn’t a more exciting time for high 
school athletes, fans, parents, and boosters.

The high school football playoffs are kicking off, 
and the excitement level is at fever pitch in towns big and small 
all across our great state.

Story lines abound: Can the Ithaca Yellowjackets win a fourth straight state 
title? Can the Lowell Red Arrows get back to Ford Field? How far can super 
junior running back Alex Grace lead Swan Valley? Will Beal City’s high-
powered offense be slowed down?

When it comes to super high school football players, check out our list of 
100 of the greatest players to play high school football in our Great Lakes 
State. The list is a snapshot of 100 of the best and most influential high school 
players to come out of Michigan. While the players could be ranked in any 
order, fans will have a great time talking about who should be ranked higher 
or lower and who might have been left off the list.

Enjoy the piece and let the memory bank go into overdrive!
Hats off to the Midland Dow boys tennis team that brought a fifth straight 

state title back to Midland County. Congratulations also go out to Okemos 
senior Elle Nichols, who battled the field and the elements to win a third 
straight individual golf title at the Division 2 state meet!

Congratulations to all the fall champions! Be it state, conference, league, 
district, or regional title, it takes a lot of hard work, desire, effort ,and 
dedication to win any title in high school sports!

See you at the football fields and volleyball courts in the coming days, and 
good luck to all of the young men and women competing this fall.

Randy Miniard
Publisher
1-517-202-1808
randy@highschoolsportsscene.com     
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WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE® TAX & PLATES INCLUDED IN ALL PAYMENTS!
989-224-3900

EXIT 99 Off US-127 ST. JOhnS fOr SavIngS

877SUndancE.cOm *New & Used Vehicles: 
All Payments are with approved 

credit, see dealer for details.

WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE®

We Take Anything In On Trade

BUICK • GMC In St. 
Johns

SunDAnCESunDAnCE

We Pay A $1 A Mile To Shop & Buy

opeN suNdays  
 NooN - 5pm!

24 MPG2014 GMC ACADIA FWD

39 MO, 10K LEASE, ALLY BANK, GMS, LEASE LOYALTY,
TAX & PLATE INCLUDED IN PAYMENT

SAVE
$5,760

$295/Dn.* 
$295/MO.*

$3000/Dn.* $215/MO.*

MSRP $35,260

uP 
TO

$29,500*SALE
PRICE 

21 MPG2014 GMC SIERRA 2WD REG

39 MO 10K LEASE, ALLY BANK, GMS, LEASE LOYALTY, 
TAX & PLATE INCLUDED IN PAYMENT

SAVE
$5,687

$279/Dn.* 
$279/MO.*

$3000/Dn.* $199/MO.*
MSRP $25,085

uP 
TO

$19,398*SALE
PRICE 

30 MPG2013 BuICk EnCORE

SAVE
$3,150

$269/Dn.* 
$269/MO.*

$3000/Dn.* $189/MO.*

MSRP $24,950

39 MO 10K LEASE, ALLY BANK, GMS, LEASE LOYALTY, 
TAX & PLATE INCLUDED IN PAYMENT

uP 
TO

$21,800*SALE
PRICE 

24 MPG2014 BuICk EnCLAVE FWD

SAVE
$6,165

$369/Dn.* 
$369/MO.*

$3000/Dn.* $289/MO.*

MSRP $39,665

39 MO 10K LEASE, ALLY BANK, GMS, LEASE LOYALTY, 
TAX & PLATE INCLUDED IN PAYMENT

uP 
TO

$33,500*SALE
PRICE 

32 MPG2013 GMC TERRAIn FWD

39 MO 10K LEASE, ALLY BANK, GMS, LEASE LOYALTY, 
TAX & PLATE INCLUDED IN PAYMENT

$22,100*SALE
PRICE 

SAVE
$5,100

$239/Dn.* 
$239/MO.*

$3000/Dn.* $159/MO.*

MSRP $27,200

uP 
TO ALL NEW

BUICKS
• 2 years of OnStar 
directions & 
connections

• Over $1,000 
MSRP in 
added value

• 2 years of 
Sirius XM radio

• 2 years of 
maintenance 39 MO 10K LEASE, ALLY BANK, GMS, LEASE LOYALTY, 

TAX & PLATE INCLUDED IN PAYMENT

SAVE
$5,750

$319/Dn.* 
$319/MO.*

$3000/Dn.* $239/MO.*
MSRP $33,050

$27,300*SALE
PRICE 

36 MPG2013 BuICk LACROSSE uP 
TO

$219/DOWn $219/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2008 FORD FuSIOn SES

SALE 
PRICE

$10,900

SUNROOF

$189/DOWn $189/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2005 BuICk ALLuRE CXL

SALE PRICE
$8,900

LEATHER, 
SUNROOF

$209/DOWn $209/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2011 MITSuBISHI GALAnT

SALE 
PRICE

$9,900

$209/DOWn $209/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2009 kIA OPTIMA LX

SALE 
PRICE

$9,900

$149/DOWn $149/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2004 DODGE DAkOTA

SALE 
PRICE

$6,400

$209/DOWn $209/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2009 POnTIAC G3

SALE 
PRICE

$9,500

SUNROOF

$369/DOWn $369/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2011 GMC ACADIA

SALE 
PRICE

$21,900

$289/DOWn $289/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2010 CHEVY EquInOX LT

SALE 
PRICE

$16,900

$189/DOWn $189/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2009 CHEVY HHR LT

SALE 
PRICE

$8,900

$179/DOWn $179/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2006 FORD EXPEDITIOn XLT

SALE 
PRICE

$7,900

3Rd ROw

$159/DOWn $159/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2007 FORD FOCuS SE

SALE 
PRICE

$7,900

$229/DOWn $229/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2011 CHEVY IMPALA

SALE 
PRICE

$13,400

$249/DOWn $249/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2011 kIA FORTE

SALE 
PRICE

$11,900

$209/DOWn $209/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2006 CHRYSLER 300 TOuRInG

SALE PRICE
$9,500

LEATHER, 
SUNROOF

$269/DOWn $269/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2011 CHEVY C1500

SALE 
PRICE

$15,900
$229/DOWn $229/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2009 POnTIAC G6

SALE 
PRICE

$13,500

$209/DOWn $209/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2008 JEEP PATRIOT

SALE 
PRICE

$9,900

$209/DOWn $209/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2008 HOnDA CIVIC

SALE 
PRICE

$9,900

AUTO

$209/DOWn $209/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2007 CHEVY COBALT SS

SALE 
PRICE

$9,900

SUNROOF

$219/DOWn $219/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2008 SATuRn AuRA XE

SALE 
PRICE

$10,900

$339/DOWn $339/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2008 JEEP WRAnGLER SAHARA

SALE 
PRICE

$19,900

UNLiMiTEd4x4 4x4

$449/DOWn $449/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2010 FORD F-150 LARIAT

SALE 
PRICE

$29,900

TOPPER4x4

$209/DOWn $209/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2008 SATuRn VuE XE

SALE 
PRICE

$9,900

AWD

$289/DOWn $289/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2005 GMC YukOn SLT

SALE 
PRICE

$14,900

dvd4x4

$659/DOWn $659/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2012 GMC SIERRA SLT

SALE PRICE
$43,500

dUALLy, 
diESEL, 

SUNROOF
4x4

$149/DOWn $149/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2001 GMC SOnOMA SLE

SALE 
PRICE

$6,500

$429/DOWn $429/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2009 FORD F-150 XLT

SALE 
PRICE

$24,900

4x4

$189/DOWn $189/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2006 CHEVY SILVERADO

SALE 
PRICE

$8,900

z-714x4

$149/DOWn $149/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

1994 JEEP WRAnGLER

SALE 
PRICE

$4,900

SOFT TOP4x4

$389/DOWn $389/MOnTH
TAX & PLATE InCLuDED In PAYMEnT

2011 CHEVY k2500 LT

SALE 
PRICE

$22,900

4x4

Our underlying mission is to tip the scales of sport 
in your favor. If there is an advantage to be had, 

we’re the ones to find it. Our proven methods 
safely push you past your limits – increasing the 

competitive skills required to be a champion.

We offer a complete spectrum of services including:
 • Rehabilitation of orthopedic and sports injuries and 

sports training and injury prevention
• Treatment of neurological conditions
• Pediatric therapy • Massage therapy  

• Vestibular and balance therapy
Find out about additional services.

Student Athlete 
of the Month 

is awarded 4 weeks of 
performance training at 

Athletic Republic. 
Your hard work won’t 

go unnoticed.
www.athleticrepublicmidland.com

2205 Jefferson Avenue, Midland, MI
989.923.1952

Email: 
athleticrepublicmidland@gmail.com

Medical Professional Building
555 W. Wackerly St, Ste 2600

Midland, MI 48640
989-631-3570

www.ptandrehab.com

The Victoria Harper File
Clare High School
Class: Senior
Accomplishments: Jack Pine Conference MVP 
(2012) , regional medalist (2012, 2013) , 21st at 
state meet (2012)
Favorite Class: English
Hobbies: Spending time with family and 
friends, participating with youth group of 
which she is the worship leader, singing, playing 
the piano and guitar at Clare Assembly of God.
Quote: “I’ve always enjoyed running. My parents 
are runners, and my older brother is a runner. One 
reason I like to run is it’s an act of worship for me. 
It’s a way I can give God the glory.”
 

The Connor Windiate File
John Glenn High School
Class: Senior
Accomplishments: Scored 100 career goals, 
50 in his senior season alone. Also kicker on 
football team.
Hobbies: Playing guitar and hanging out with 
friends.
Quote: “Soccer is a creative and skilled game. 
It takes a lot of creative thinking, a lot of team 
work to make it work. Football has been a great 
experience for me. Playing both sports at the 
same time is stressful but rewarding. I don’t 
regret it one bit.”

Connor 
Windiate

Victoria 
Harper

High School Sports Scene 
Male and Female Athlete 

of the Month presented by:
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Superior Real Estate
202 E. Superior, Alma Sue Welling, Kris Olejniczak, Heath Hunt, Brian Unruh, 

Kay Douglass, Sherry Mitchell, Charlie Barnard, Lois Giesken

989-463-1219  www.alma-real-estate.com

“WE NEVER STOP MOVING”
We have been supporting you by example 

with good family values since 1906.
Enjoy your sports season and have fun!SELL US YOUR CAR MID MICHIGAN”S ONLY 

AUTOTRADER BUYING CENTER

517-803-2568
632 American Rd. • Lansing, Ml

www.shaheenchevrolet.com

FINDNEW ROADS
TM

Next To Celebration Cinema 
Lansing

Mid-Michigan’s Largest 
Chevy Dealer!

New • Used • Finance • Service • Parts • Body Shop

1. KEVIN GRADY, RB 
EAST GRAND RAPIDS (2001-2004): While Grady did 
not carry over his success into college at the University of 
Michigan, nobody can deny what he did on the high school 
level. A four-year starter at running back, Grady helped 
lead the Pioneers to a 49-3 record and two Division 3 state 
championships. He was also the most productive back ever in 
Michigan high school football, as he scored a state-record 924 
points, 138 points more than the second-best point scorer. He 
scored a state record 151 career touchdowns and is also the 
all-time rushing leader in the state with 8,431 career yards, 
618 yards more than the second-best total.

2. MILL COLEMAN, QB 
ALBION/FARMINGTON HARRISON (1986-1989): 
There was a reason Coleman was called “The Thrill,” and high 
school football fans will never forget the electricity that he 
generated. A winner who could beat you with his arm or his 
legs, Coleman led Harrison in three Class B state title games, 
of which he won two. He finished his career with 7,464 passing 
yards, but it was his “big-play” ability on the high school level 
that has not been seen since.

3. TYRONE WHEATLEY, RB 
DEARBORN HEIGHTS ROBICHAUD (1987-1990): 
From a pure talent level, few players could match the gifts that 
Wheatley brought to the football field. With linebacker size 
and world-class speed, he was a threat to go the distance every 
time he touched the ball. Wheatley finished his career with 
70 career touchdowns and 484 points and went on to success 
at the University of Michigan and with the NFL’s Los Angeles 
Raiders.

4. LAMARR WOODLEY, LB, SAGINAW (1999-2002): 
Woodley had the rare ability to dominate a football game from 
the defensive side of the ball and was part of the renaissance 
of Saginaw High School football in the late 1990s and early 
2000s. In 2002 he was rated the No. 4 overall recruit in the 
nation by Rivals.com.  He chose the University of Michigan, 
where he earned all-American honors and was the Big 10 
Defensive Player of the Year. Woodley continues to make his 
mark in high school football in Saginaw through his various 
philanthropic endeavors.

5. EARL MORRALL, MUSKEGON (1949-1951): Few 
quarterbacks can match the legacy of Morrall. In 1951, he led 
the Big Reds to a state championship, as he threw for what 
was then a school-record 851 yards and 11 touchdowns. 
Morrall was a nationally-recruited quarterback. He picked 
Michigan State University over the Universities of Michigan 
and Notre Dame and led it to the 1955 Rose Bowl title. After 
college, Morrall had a 21-year NFL career that included 
winning the 1968 NFL MVP award and being part of three 
Super Bowl champion teams.

6. BRAD VAN PELT, LB, OWOSSO (1967-1969): 
One of the greatest all-around athletes to ever come out of 
Michigan, VanPelt was an all-state quarterback in 1969 who 
also earned all-conference honors on defense and all-state 
honors in basketball and baseball. He was a three-sport 
letterman at Michigan State University and a two-time 
football all-American who won the Maxwell Trophy. VanPelt 
went on to a stellar NFL career and was a five-time Pro Bowl 
linebacker.

7. RICK LEACH, QB 
FLINT SOUTHWESTERN (1972-1974): As one of the 
finest quarterbacks produced in the state, Leach led one of 
the greatest high school teams of all time, the 1974 Flint 
Southwestern squad. The team finished with a perfect season, 
as Leach passed for 1,668 yards and 23 touchdowns in an era 
dominated by the ground game. Leach went on to start at 
quarterback for four years at the University of Michigan in the 
golden era of Wolverine football under Bo Schembechler and 
was a three-time Heisman Trophy finalist.

8. CHARLES ROGERS, WR, SAGINAW (1997-1999): 
While his NFL career left much to be desired, and his potential 
may not have been reached in college at Michigan State 
University, there is no denying that Rogers was arguably the 
most dangerous wide receiver in the history of Michigan high 
school football. He finished his high school career with 2,525 
career receiving yards and 40 career touchdown receptions.

9. T.J. DUCKETT, QB/RB/LB 
KALAMAZOO LOY NORRIX (1996-1998): 
A rare combination of size and speed, Duckett was a Parade 
all-American in 1998. He was also named the National Player 
of the Year by Superprep magazine, as he totaled 102 tackles, 
nine sacks, and four forced fumbles. On offense, he rushed for 
1,623 yards (11.2 yards average) and threw for 920 yards and 
nine touchdowns. During his junior year, Duckett totaled 140 
tackles and three sacks while accounting for 2,080 total yards 
and 20 touchdowns. He went on to play at Michigan State 
University and was drafted 18th overall in the NFL draft by 
the Atlanta Falcons.  

10. JEROME BETTIS, RB/LB 
DETROIT MACKENZIE (1987-1989): The top player in 
the state in 1989 and a high school all-American, Bettis went 
on to fame with the University of Notre Dame in college and 
the Pittsburgh Steelers in the NFL. A dominating linebacker 
and fullback in high school, Bettis led Mackenzie to the West 
Division title in the Detroit PSL and to a state playoff berth. 
However, one of his proudest high school memories was being 
inducted into the National Honor Society, where he served as 
sergeant-at-arms.

11. MARK INGRAM JR., RB, GRAND BLANC/FLINT 
SOUTHWESTERN (2005-2007): The 2009 Heisman 
Trophy winner while attending the University of Alabama, 
Ingram enjoyed a sparkling high school career. He transferred 

to Southwestern his senior year and opened the 2007 season 
by establishing a new Flint rushing record, when he ran for a 
city-record 319 yards and four touchdowns. Ingram ended his 
senior year with 1,699 yards and 24 touchdowns and currently 
plays for the New Orleans Saints.

12. BENNIE OOSTERBAAN, DE 
MUSKEGON (1921-1924): Arguably the first ‘super prep’ 
athlete from the state of Michigan, Oosterbaan was an all-state 
end in football for the Muskegon Big Reds and was also a 
basketball and baseball star. At the University of Michigan, he 
was a three-time all-American football player, and a two-
time all-American basketball player who led the Big Ten in 
scoring. He also led the Big Ten in batting average on the 
baseball team. Oosterbaan became a successful football coach, 
who guided the University of Michigan to the 1948 national 
championship.

13. RON KRAMER, DE, EAST DETROIT (1951-1953): 
One of the greatest football players and athletes in University 
of Michigan history, Kramer was an all-state player in high 
school and a three-time all-American while at Michigan. In 
1999, Sports Illustrated named him the seventh greatest sports 
figure from the state of Michigan. He played in the NFL for 
the Green Bay Packers and the Detroit Lions.

14. DON COLEMAN, OL/DL, FLINT CENTRAL (1954): 
Coleman played only one year of high school football, but it 
was memorable, as he earned all-state honors and helped lead 
Flint Central to a state championship. He went on to Michigan 
State University, where he was the first African-American 
football player. Although he weighed only 180 pounds, 
Coleman was a dominating offensive and defensive lineman 
who is regarded to this day as the greatest Michigan State 
University football player ever. He was also the first Michigan 
State football player to have his uniform retired.

15. BRANDON GRAHAM, LB 
DETROIT CROCKETT (2003-2005): Graham was one of 
the most decorated high school players in state history. After 
making all-PSL in Detroit as a sophomore, he was a two-time 
all-state player who also earned numerous all-American 
honors as a senior, including being named a captain of the U.S. 
Army Bowl game. Graham was an all-American at University 
of Michigan and was drafted in the first round by the NFL’s 
Philadelphia Eagles.

16. STUART SCHWEIGERT, QB/S 
HERITAGE (1997-1999): An outstanding high school 
athlete and football player, Schweigert was a top 100 recruit in 
the nation coming out of high school. He signed with Purdue 
University, where he was a four-year starter before playing 
in the NFL for the Oakland Raiders. He is Purdue’s all-time 
leader in interceptions with 17. As a senior at Heritage, 
Schweigert ran for 1,502 yards and scored 22 touchdowns 
as an option quarterback who passed for over 500 yards. 
He recorded 50 tackles and three interceptions on defense. 

Schweigert defeated Charles Rogers in the 100-meter dash in 
the Division 1 track & field finals in a time of 10.45 seconds.

17. PAUL KRAUSE, WR/DB, BENDLE (1957-1959): 
Krause was an all-state football, basketball, and baseball player 
at Bendle. He played both wide receiver and defensive back at 
University of Iowa and was an eight-time Pro Bowl player for 
the Minnesota Vikings. A member of the professional football 
Hall of Fame, Krause holds the NFL record for interceptions 
in a career with 81.

18. STEVE SMITH, QB 
SWARTZ CREEK/GRAND BLANC (1978-1980):| 
A high school all-American quarterback known for his 
outstanding, sprinter speed, Smith was an underrated passer. 
In 1979, he passed for a then Flint-area record 1,926 yards and 
26 touchdowns in the time before spread offenses. Smith led 
Grand Blanc to a 9-1 record in 1980 and a Flint-area record 
462 points. He went on to University of Michigan, where he 
was a three-year starter at quarterback who led the Wolverines 
to a pair of Rose Bowls and set whata was then the single-
season passing yardage record.

19. CARL BANKS, LB, BEECHER (1976-1979): 
A dominating defender and all-state player for the Buccaneers, 
Banks is one of the greatest high school players ever from 
the city of Flint. He went on to an all-American career at 
Michigan State University and was selected all Big 10 three 
times. Banks played 12 seasons in the NFL and was part of 
two Super Bowl championship teams along with being named 
a member of the all-decade team for the 1980s.

20. JAKE LONG, OT, LAPEER EAST (2000-2002): 
Long was a dominant blocker in high school. During his 
three-year career, he never allowed a quarterback sack and 
graded 90% or higher each year. At defensive end, he totaled 
213 career tackles and added 11 quarterback sacks. Long was 
an all-American offensive tackle at the University of Michigan 
and has played for the Miami Dolphins and the St. Louis Rams 
during his six-year NFL career. 

21. JOE DE LAMIELLEURE, OL 
ST. CLEMENT CATHOLIC (1967-1969): 
One of the finest offensive guards to ever play the game, 
DeLamielleure was a six-time Pro Bowl player for the Buffalo 
Bills after graduating from Michigan State University. He was 
part of the “Electric Company” offensive line that blocked for 
O.J. Simpson.

22. DREW STANTON, QB 
FARMINGTON HARRISON (2000-2001): 
Stanton led Harrison to back-to-back 14-0 seasons and 
two state titles during his two years at the helm. A prep all-
American and all-state selection, Stanton finished his high 
school career completing 234 of 357 passes (65%) for 5,293 
yards and 58 touchdowns. He went on to star at Michigan 
State University and later played for the Detroit Lions.

Best of Michigan SPORTS SCENE RANKS TOP 100 FOOTBALL PLAYERS OF ALL-TIME
After hours and hours of scratching and clawing, we came up with a list of players that are second to none when it comes to high school 
football in Michigan. With players from the UP to Adrian and everywhere in between, Sports Scene brings you a list of players that 
helped pave the way for the youth of today. We hope you enjoy it, because we know how much fun we had bringing it to you.

Owosso’s Brad VanPelt is considered 
one of the finest athletes to ever come 
out of the state of Michigan. He played 
his college ball at Michigan State Uni-
versity before going on to be an All-Pro 
linebacker for the New York Giants. 
VanPelt was 57 when he passed away 
nearly four years ago. 

Carl Banks, a Flint Beecher grad is 
considered one of the finest players 
to ever come out of the Flint area. 
Banks went on to be an All-Pro with 
the New York Giants and helped 
them win a Super Bowl. (Submitted 
Photos)

During his playing days at Farming-
ton Hills Harrison Drew Stanton led 
his team to state title before making 
his way to Michigan State. Stanton is 
currently a backup quarterback for 
the Arizona Cardinals. (Submitted 
Photos)

Farmington Hills Harrison and 
Michigan State grad Mill Coleman.

Rick Leach was a pure athlete that 
was good at every sport he played. 
Teamed with Booker Moore at 
Flint Southwestern during the early 
‘70s to provide one of the finest 
tandems the state has ever seen. 
(Submitted Photos)

Some people considered Saginaw 
High’s Lamarr Woodley to be the 
finest player to ever come out of the 
state of Michigan. Those people are 
not too far off in their assessment. 
An All-State football and basket-
ball player Woodley went on to 
star at the University of Michigan 
before making his mark with the 
Pittsburgh Steelers. Woodley is still 
a huge supporter of the his alma 
mater and the Saginaw schools. 
(Submitted photos)

Charles Rogers was a highlight reel 
waiting to happen during his play-
ing days at Saginaw High. Drafted 
by the Detroit Lions he never lived 
up to expectations and off the field 
problems led to his demise. Regard-
less, Rogers had the ability to take 
over a game every time he touched 
the ball. (Submitted Photos)

Stu Schweigert is one of the finest 
athletes to come out of the Saginaw 
area. As a senior Schweigert defeated 
Charles Rogers in the 100 meter 
dash at the state finals. He played 
his college football at Purdue and 
was drafted by the Oakland Raiders. 
(Submitted Photos)

Flint Southwestern / Grand Blanc 
alumus Mark Ingram burst on 
the scene during his stay at the 
University of Alabama and would 
later win the 2009 Heisman Trophy. 
A superior athlete with great size 
and quickness, Ingram is one of the 
finest running backs to come out of 
the state of Michigan (Mark Rebilas 
Photos / US Presswire)

Continued...
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23. TERRANCE TAYLOR, DL 
MUSKEGON (2001-2004): Few defensive players 
were as talented at Taylor. A four-year varsity player, 
Taylor totaled 100 tackles as a freshman and had 25 
sacks over his final three years. As a senior, he helped 
lead Muskegon to the state title. In the 2005 all-star 
game, he scored two defensive touchdowns. Taylor 
played at University of Michigan and later in the NFL 
with Carolina and Detroit.

24. KIRK GIBSON, WR 
WATERFORD KETTERING (1972-1975): 
Gibson played high school football long before the 
Internet and recruiting services became major cottage 
industries. Those who saw Gibson play in high school 
were treated to something special. His size (6’3”, 230 
pounds) and sprinter speed were known to few, and he 
almost attended Central Michigan University before 
Michigan State University jumped into the game late 
and the rest was history.

25. JON RUNYAN, OT 
CARMAN-AINSWORTH (1995-1997): 
Runyan was a standout in both track & field and 
football for the Cavaliers. A dominating offensive 
lineman, he went on to star at the University of 
Michigan and then in the NFL with the Philadelphia 
Eagles.  

26. DREW HENSON, QB 
BRIGHTON (1995-1997): Few stars shined as 
brightly on the baseball field and football field than 
Henson’s while at Brighton. Along with hitting 
legendary, tape-measure home runs, Henson was one 
of the top prep quarterbacks in the nation. He threw 
for 2,072 yards in 1996 and finished his career with 
5,662 yards. Henson played in college at University of 
Michigan and then played pro football with the Dallas 
Cowboys and pro baseball with the New York Yankees.

27. BRENT CUMMINGS, RB 
BELDING (1995-1998): Few offenses were as 
explosive as Belding’s wing-T offense in the 1990s. 
Belding reached its zenith when Cummings was piling 
up yards at a record clip. Cummings finished his career 
with 85 touchdowns and helped to lead the Redskins to 
the 1995 state title before continuing his career at the 
University of Michigan.

28. KEITH NICHOL, QB 
LOWELL (2003-2006): Nichol enjoyed one of the 
most productive high school careers by a Michigan 
prep quarterback. As a sophomore, he passed for 2,125 
yards and 26 touchdowns in leading the Red Arrows 
to the 2004 Division 2 state title. As a senior, Nichol 
passed for 2,225 yards and 31 touchdowns. He finished 
his career with a record of 33-3; 6,550 passing yards; 
76 passing touchdowns; 3,100 rushing yards; and 58 
rushing touchdowns.

29. MARK DELL, WR 
FARMINGTON HARRISON (2004-2006): Dell 
was a winner who could dominate games from his 
wide receiver position. A member of two state title 

teams, he finished his career with 2,488 receiving yards 
and 34 touchdown passes.

30. MIKE KOSTER, WR 
LOWELL (2002-2004): Even though Lowell is 
known for running the ball, few receivers were as 
efficient as Koster. He holds the career record for 
receptions in the state with 214. A member of the 
2002 state championship team, Koster caught 86 
passes for 1,305 yards that year. He is second in 
career receiving yards with 3,666 and third in career 
touchdown receptions with 42.

31. KIRK ELLSWORTH, RB 
GOODRICH (2002-2004): Ellsworth set a record 
that will be hard to top when he scored 379 points 
in 2004. That total is 73 points higher than the next-
highest point total. Ellsworth scored a state-record 32 
touchdowns in 2004, kicked 57 PATs, scored on a pair 
of two-point conversions, and kicked two field goals. 
For his career, Ellsworth totaled 632 points, good for 
fifth place all-time.

32. TERRY EURICK, RB 
SAGINAW ARTHUR HILL (1971-1973): 
Eurick was an all-state running back while part of the 
1973 Arthur Hill team, a team that is thought to be the 
finest ever in Michigan high school football. Eurick 
rushed for 984 yards and scored 20 touchdowns. He 
went on to play at University of Notre Dame, where he 
was a tri-captain on the 1977 National Championship 
team, and he graced the cover of Sports Illustrated 
after Notre Dame’s win over University of Texas in the 
Cotton Bowl.

33. PAUL WALDERZAK, OT 
SAGINAW ARTHUR HILL (1971-1973): 
Like Eurick, Walderzak was a member of the 1973 
Arthur Hill team that outscored its opponents 433-0. 
Walderzak was an all-state tackle, and he went on to 
play tackle in for University of Nebraska. After college, 
he returned to Michigan, has coached Standish-
Sterling Central High School for the past 36 years, and 
is a member of the Michigan High School Football 
Coaches Hall of Fame.

34. TONY DUNGY, QB 
JACKSON PARKSIDE (1971-1973): Although 
he is better known as the Super Bowl winning coach 
of the Indianapolis Colts, Dungy was an outstanding 
high school athlete. He was a three-year starter at 
quarterback and was all-state in both football and 
basketball. He later starred at the University of 
Minnesota before a lengthty NFL career as a defensive 
back.

35. JOHN MILLER, RB/DB 
FARMINGTON HARRISON (1981-1984): A prep 
all-American, Miller was the premier player in the 
state of Michigan in the early 1980s. An outstanding 
running back, he also finished his career with 20 
interceptions and scored the only touchdown in 
Harrison’s 7-0 win over Muskegon Catholic Central 
in the 1981 Class B state title game. He went on to a 
successful career at Michigan State University.

36. RANDY KINDER, RB 
EAST LANSING (1990-1992): Kinder combined 
good power with outstanding speed and was one of 
the top high school running backs in the country in 
1992. He rushed for 2,464 yards his senior year before 
moving on to University of Notre Dame. His junior 
year in high school, Kinder ran the ball 27 times for 
150 yards and scored a touchdown in East Lansing’s 
Division 2 state title game victory over Brother Rice.

37. BENNY CLARK JR., RB 
RAVENNA (1993-1996): Clark was one of the 
greatest small-school runing backs in state history. 
Along with helping Ravenna win a pair of state titles, 
Clark finished his career with the third-highest yardage 
total in state history with 7,212 yards rushing. He 
rushed for 2,680 yards and scored 248 points in 1996.

38. CHRIS ROBINSON, RB 
OVID-ELSIE (2006-2009): Robinson was a small-
school phenom who scored 99 career touchdowns 
(fourth-best in state history). He finished his career 
with 604 total points and scored 250 points in 2009. He 
achieved the third-highest rushing season ever in 2008 
with 2,844 yards and led Ovid-Elsie to the Division 
5 state final. Robinson also totaled a state-record 27 
straight 100-yard rushing games.

39. SAM SWORD, LB 
SAGINAW ARTHUR HILL (1991-1993): 
An all-state linebacker, Sword was part of Arthur 
Hill’s 1991 state championship team and 1992 state 
runner-up team. He went  to University of Michigan, 
where he was part of the Wolverine’s 1998 National 
Championship team and finished his career third on 
the all-time tackles list with 265. Sword also played four 
years in the NFL with the Colts and the Raiders.

40. CALVIN O’NEAL, LB 
SAGINAW (1969-1971): A two-time all-state 
linebacker, O’Neal averaged 14 tackles per game 
his senior year and was MVP of the Saginaw Valley 
League. He went on to be a two-time all-Big 10 
linebacker at University of Michigan, where he 
was team captain in 1976. He is a member of the 
Saginaw County Hall of Fame.

41. BRETT LESNIAK, RB 
DOWAGIAC (1996-1997): Lesniak was the 
centerpiece of a Dowagiac team that dominated 
football in southwestern Michigan in the mid-1990s. 
In 1996, he rushed for 2,239 yards and scored 37 
touchdowns, as the Chieftains reached the state 
semifinals. Lesniak also set a school record with a 374-
yard rushing game. For his two-year varsity career he 
totaled 4,418 yards and scored 70 career touchdowns.

42. STEVE MARRIUCI, QB 
IRON MOUNTAN (1971-1973): The Upper 
Peninsula has produced plenty of talented players, 
with “Mooch” being perhaps the best quarterback to 
ever come out of the North country. Marriuci was an 
all-Upper Peninsula football and basketball player. 
A three-time all-American in college, Marriuci led 

Northern Michigan University to the 1975 Division 2 
National Championship.

43. ERIC BALL, RB YPSILANTI (1982-1984): 
Ball was a rare combination of size and speed at 
running back. At 6’1” and 215 pounds, Ball possessed 
breakaway speed and was a high school all-American 
along with being an all-state back for Ypsilanti. He went 
on to play college football at UCLA, where tied a Rose 
Bowl record with four touchdowns against University 
of Iowa in 1986 before playing six years in the NFL 
with Cincinnati.

44. MARVIN WRIGHT, QB/DB 
SAGINAW ARTHUR HILL (1990-1992): 
Arthur Hill was one of the premier teams in the state 
in the early 1990s, led by the dangerous Wright at 
quarterback. An all-state quarterback who could 
win with his arm or his legs, Wright led Arthur Hill 
to a state title in 1991 and a state runner-up finish 
in 1992. He then went on to play defensive back at 
Michigan State University.

45. MARK CATLIN, QB/DB 
LOWELL (2000-2002): Catlin was one of the 
finest two-way players in Lowell history. Blessed 
with outstanding athletic ability, he was at his best 
in big games, as he led Lowell to the 2002 Division 2 
state title. He passed for 2,634 yards in 2002 and as a 
defensive back finished fourth all-time in the state with 
24 career interceptions.

46. RICHIE JORDAN, RB 
FENNVILLE (1962-1964): The “Fennville Flash” 
was not just a basketball legend, although in that 
sport, the 5’7” Jordan averaged 44.1 points per game 
and was a high school all-American. However, he 
was also a football standout, who earned high school 
all-American football honors and was a three-time 
all-state player. Jordan set a career rushing record with 
5,132 yards and scored 47 career touchdowns in an 
era when teams played a nine-game schedule with no 
playoffs. He also ran for 2,010 yards as a senior.

47. NICK HILL, RB, CHELSEA (2006-2009): 
Hill was dynamite in a small package. The 5’7” Hill 
totaled 103 career touchdowns, third all-time. For his 
career , he finished with 630 points. Hill also finished 
sixth all-time in career rushing with 6,910 yards before 
moving on to Michigan State University.

48. TOM DEVINE, OE/LB 
LUMEN CHRISTI CATHOLIC (1968-1969): 
The Titans have produced a number of state champions 
over the years, but Devine is without a doubt the 
finest Titan of all time. He was a hulking offensive end 
and linebacker who dominated on both sides of the 
football. He was voted the United Press International 
(UPI) Player of the Year as both a junior and as a 
senior. Devine went on to play at University of Notre 
Dame, but injuries short-circuited his career.

49. ROBERT JACKSON, RB 
ALLENDALE (1973-1976): Jackson put up some 
gaudy numbers during his senior season in 1976, when 
he scored 217 points in nine games, an average of four 

touchdowns per game. He went on to success at Central 
Michigan University before a lengthy NFL career as a 
safety with the Cincinnati Bengals.

50. DAVE YAREMA, QB 
BROTHER RICE (1980-1981): Yarema was the 
premier quarterback in the state in the early 1980s. As a 
junior, he led Brother Rice to the Class A state title and 
earned all-state honors the following year. He went on 
to start at Michigan State University as a freshman and 
is still in the top 10 in many Spartan passing categories.

51. PAUL JOKISCH, WR 
BROTHER RICE (1980-1981): The 6’8”, 240-pound 
Jokisch teamed up with Yarema to form one of the 
most imposing pitch-and-catch duos in state history. 
The two combined on a 38-yard touchdown pass for 
the only points in the 1980 Class A state title game, 
where Brother Rice defeated Dearborn Fordson 6-0. 
Jokisch was the No. 1 recruit in 1981 and went on to a 
career as both a basketball and a football player for the 
Wolverines.   

52. ANDRE RISON, WR 
FLINT NORTHWESTERN (1982-1985): One of 
the greatest all-around high school athletes to come 
out of Flint, Rison was a dynamic wide receiver in 
high school along with being an all-state guard in 
basketball. He broke numerous receiving records at 
Michigan State University before a 12-year NFL career 
that included helping the Green Bay Packers win the 
1997 Super Bowl.

53. PETE METZELAARS, TE 
PORTAGE CENTRAL (1975-1977): At 6’8”, 
Metzelaars was a dominant receiver in high school who 
earned all-state honors and led his team to the 1977 
Class A state title game. Overlooked by major colleges, 
Metzelaars went on to an all-American career at 
Wabash College in Indiana in both basketball and 
football. He then played 16 years in the NFL, primarily 
for the Buffalo Bills, where he was a three-time Pro-
Bowl player and a member of four Super Bowl teams.

54. MAX BULLOUGH, LB 
TRAVERSE CITY ST. FRANCIS (2007-2009): 
Bullough was a three-year starter and two-time all-state 
selection who helped St. Francis win back-to-back state 
titles in 2008-09. He was Division 7 Player of the Year 
as a senior, when he totaled 137 tackles, four sacks, 
and three interceptions. He also rushed for 466 yards 
(11.7 yards/carry) and four touchdowns and was a high 
school all-American linebacker. He totaled 102 tackles 
as a junior and 97.5 as a sophomore.

55. SONNY GRANDELIUS, RB 
MUSKEGON HEIGHTS (1944-1946): 
The Muskegon Heights Tigers were a major high school 
football power in the 1940s, and Grandelius was one 
of the best Tigers ever. He led his team to the 1945 
state title as a quarterback, and in 1946 he switched 
to fullback, earned all-state honors, and again led the 
Tigers to a state title. Grandelius went on to Michigan 
State University, where he earned all-American honors 
as a senior, when he rushed for 1,023 yards.

56. NICK PERRY, DE, DETROIT MACKENZIE/
DETROIT KING (2004-2007): As a senior at 
Detroit King, Perry recorded a state record 36 sacks 
along with 147 tackles, as he helped lead King to 
the Division 1 state title. As a tight end, he caught 
eight touchdown passes. During his junior year at 
Mackenzie, Perry totaled 75 tackles and 11 sacks. He 
was named the MVP of the all-state Dream Team and 
was a first-team all-USA Today pick. Perry went on to 
be a an all-Pac 10 selection at Univversity of Southern 
California and was drafted in the first round by the 
Green Bay Packers.

57. REGGIE MACKENZIE, OL 
HIGHLAND PARK (1965-1967): The finest 
high school player ever produced at Highland Park, 
Mackenzie was a three-year starter at the University 
of Michigan and was an all-American in 1971. He 
went on to a 13-year NFL career, primarily with the 
Buffalo Bills, where he was a two-time Pro Bowl player. 
Mackenzie is a member of both the Michigan Sports 
Hall of Fame and the College Football Hall of Fame.

58. TODD LYGHT, WR/DB 
POWERS CATHOLIC (1985-1986): Lyght earned 
all-state and all-American honors his senior season. 
As a receiver, he caught 34 passes for 887 yards and 11 
touchdowns, while at defensive back, he intercepted 10 
passes. A two-time all-American at University of Notre 
Dame, Lyght was a part of Notre Dame’s 1988 National 
Championship team. He was drafted fifth overall by 
the Los Angeles Rams in 1991 and was a two-time Pro 
Bowl player and member of the 1999 St. Louis Rams 
Super Bowl championship team.

59. BOOKER MOORE, RB, 
FLINT SOUTHWESTERN (1974-1976): 
One of the greatest running backs to ever come out 
of Flint, Moore broke every rushing record in the 
city during his high school career. A two-time all-stater, 
he broke his own record as a senior when he rushed 
for 1,263 yards and led the Colts to a 9-0 record and 
the ranking as the state’s No. 1 team. Moore played at 
Pennsylvania State University, where he became the 
school’s fifth-leading career rusher. He was the No. 1 
draft choice of the Buffalo Bills.

60. MARK BRAMER, TE 
TRAVERSE CITY CENTRAL (1973-1975): 
An all-state tight end, Bramer helped lead the Trojans 
to a No. 1 ranking and to the Class A final in the first 
year of the state playoffs in 1975. He went on to enjoy 
a productive career at Michigan State University and 
then played in the NFL for the Buffalo Bills.

61. BRAD JONES, TE/LB 
EAST LANSING (2001-2003): Jones was a 
dominant presence at linebacker with his combination 
of size and speed. One of the Lansing area’s best 
linebackers ever, he was also a leading receiver in the 
area as a senior and was runner-up as the state player of 
the year. Jones was a standout in college at University 
of Colorado and is currently playing in the NFL for the 
Green Bay Packers.

Ovid Elsie’s Chris Robinson led his team to the 
state finals in 2008 as a junior. He rushed for 
nearly 3,000 yards that year. (File Photos)

Saginaw Arthur Hill product Marvin Wright.

Andre Rison starred for Flint Northwestern 
High School before moving on to Michigan 
State University and then the pros. 
(Submitted Photo)

Max Bullough, a star at Traverse City St. 
Francis during his high school years will leave 
Michigan State after this season with his eyes 
on the pros in the coming years. 
(Submitted Photos)

Kirk Gibson played his high school ball at 
Waterford Kettering before making his way to 
Michigan State. Gibson went on to star for the 
Detroit Tigers helping his team win a World 
Series in 1984. (Submitted Photo)

Saginaw Arthur Hill’s Terry Eurick played 
a huge role on the Lumberjacks 1973 team 
coached by George Ihler, it is stil the only 
Class A high school football team in Michigan 
history to complete a season untied, undefeated 
and unscored upon. It outscored it’s opponents 
443-0. Eurick went on to play at Notre Dame 
(Submitted Photos)

East Lansing’s Randy Kinder. Kinder went on to 
play his college football at Notre Dame.

Best of Michigan - Sports Scene’s top 100 football players of all-time Continued...

Continued...

Pre-Season Basketball Skills Training (8th - 12th grade) - starts 11/3/13
Youth Basketball Instructional League (3rd - 6th)  - starts 11/9/13
Girls Travel Team Basketball Tryouts (5th - 8th grade) on 11/10/13
Future Stars Basketball Skill & Evaluation Camp (6th - 8th grade) 

Boys 12/7, Girls 12/8
Elite Power League Volleyball Tryouts (12U - 18U) on 12/8/13

Boys Travel Team Basketball Tryouts (5th - 8th grade) on 12/18/13

- Fall Events -

5175 East Remus Road
Mount Pleasant, MI 48858

989-953-7529
www.moreycourts.com

• 8 Basketball/Volleyball Courts

• 3 Racquetball Courts

• 2 Tennis Courts

• Complete Fitness Center

• Walking/Jogging Track

• Championship Sports 
 Individual Training

• Basketball & Volleyball

Full Color Printing
Brochures
Invitations

Office Supplies

Arrow Swift Printing

Tickets
Fax & Copy Services

Booklet Binding
Offset Printing

Let us help your business

“Think Beyond the Ink”
We offer a variety of services including...

Lamination
Envelopes
Stationary
Resumes

221 E. Saginaw Street ~ Breckenridge, MI 48615
arrowswift@frontier.com

989-842-1300  Fax: 989-842-1301

WE HAVE MOVED! 3984 W. Monroe (M-46)
Alma, MI 48801
www.premier-com.com

Ph.: (989) 463-4532
Fax: (989) 463-4560
Toll Free: 1-877-681-3064

YOUR #1 SOURCE FOR MILL ACCESSORIES

• Square & Round Spouting & Accessories • Truss Kits •Screw Conveyors & Parts
• Power Transmission Components • Belting, Buckets & Fasteners • Drag Conveyors & Accessories

• Level Controls • Bin Sweeps and Unloading Equipment
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62. RON JOHNSON, WR 
MUSKEGON (2003-2006): RoJo was a big-play 
receiver who led his team to perfect 14-0 seasons 
and state titles in both 2004 and in 2006.  He totaled 
over 1,600 all-purpose yards in 2006, as he caught 26 
passes for 700 yards (26.9 yards/reception) and seven 
touchdowns. The top recruit in Michigan his senior 
year, he picked USC over Texas, Florida, Michigan, 
Michigan State, and Notre Dame. He was selected 
in the 6th round of the 2011 NFL draft by the San 
Francisco 49ers.

63. RICKY BRYANT, WR 
FARMINGTON HARRISON (1995-1998): 
Bryant was a big-play receiver, who finished his career 
with 132 receptions for 2,665 yards and 33 career 
touchdown receptions. In the 1998 Division 2 state 
title game against Hudsonville, he hauled in six passes 
for 146 yards and a pair of touchdowns and also added 
an interception. He was part of two state title teams. 
Bryant then played at Ohio State University and 
Hofstra University and won a Super Bowl ring with the 
New England Patriots.

64. JOSH THORNHILL, LB 
LANSING EASTERN (1994-1997): A four-year 
starter for the Quakers, Thornhill was a dominant 
defensive force, who totaled 151 tackles as a junior and 
150 as a senior. He was one of the premier players in 
the state in 1997 and earned Parade and USA Today 
all-American honors. He went on to play at Michigan 
State University, where he was a two-time all-Big 10 
linebacker.  

65. TONY BOLES, RB 
WESTLAND JOHN GLENN (1983-1985): 
Boles was one of the premier players in the state, 
who combined good size with outstanding speed and 
cutting ability to earn all-state honors. He went on to 
success as a two-time all-Big 10 running back with the 
University of Michigan Wolverines and was the team 
MVP in 1989. Boles played in the NFL with the Dallas 
Cowboys.

66. THOMAS JOHNSON, LB 
DETROIT MACKENZIE (1979-1981): 
“Pepper” Johnson was a dominating linebacker, who 
was an all-state and all-American selection. He went 
on to play four years at Ohio State University, where 
he totaled 379 career tackles and was an all-American 
in 1985. Johnson played 12 years in the NFL and was 
part of two Super Bowl championships with the New 
York Giants. After his playing career ended, he was 
part of three additional Super Bowl championships as a 
defensive coach with the New England Patriots.

67. LARRY FOOTE, LB 
DETROIT PERSHING (1995-1997): Foote was 
an all-state linebacker, who was considered one of the 
top recruits in the state his senior year. He went on to 
star at the University of Michigan, where he earned 
all-American honors and was the Big 10 Defensive 
Player of the Year. He earned two Super Rings as a 
professional with the Pittsburgh Steelers.

68. PETE CHRYPLEWICZ, TE 
UTICA STEVENSON (1989-1991): A dominating 
presence at tight end as a blocker and as a receiver, 
Chryplewicz was the No.1-ranked recruit following the 
1991 season. He went on to play at University of Notre 
Dame and later for the Detroit Lions in the NFL.

69. LUIS SHARPE, OT 
DETROIT SOUTHWESTERN (1976-1978): 
Southwestern was not just a basketball school, and 
Sharpe was not only the premier lineman in Michigan 
but was also a prep all-American who went on to play 
for UCLA. He then played in the NFL for the Cardinals 
for 13 seasons and was a three-time Pro Bowl selection.

70. KERRY SMITH, RB 
FOREST HILLS NORTHERN (1977-1978): 
An all-state running back in 1978, Smith helped lead 
Northern to the Class C state title. In that state title 
game, he rushed for 278 yards to break O.J. Simpson’s 
Silverdome rushing record. He went on to play running 
back at the University of Michigan.

71. DAN LATO, RB 
FOREST PARK (1976-1978): Lato was arguably 
the finest running back to ever come out of the Upper 
Peninsula. In 1977, he scored 206 points, and in 1978 
he scored 212 points, as he led Forest Park to back-to-
back state final appearances. Lato ended his career with 
522 points.

72. MIKE DUMAS, DB, LOWELL (1984-1986): 
Dumas was a dominating player on both sides of the 
ball but was best known for his hard-hitting style on 
defense. He went on to star at the University of Indiana 
and played for eight years in the NFL as a safety, mostly 
for the Houston Oilers and the San Diego Chargers.

73. DAVID BOWENS, LB 
ORCHARD LAKE ST. MARYS (1992-1994): 
Bowens was a dynamic linebacker and the top player in 
the state in 1994, when he helped the Eaglets win the 
Class CC state title. He went on to play at University 
of Michigan and at Western Illinois University before 
playing over a decade in the NFL with several teams.

74. RAY BENTLEY, LB 
HUDSONVILLE (1977-1978): An all-state 
linebacker, Bentley went on to Central Michigan 
University, where he was a two-time all-MAC 
linebacker. He was voted MVP of the MAC in 1982. He 
won a USFL championship with the Michigan Panthers 
in 1983 and later played six seasons for the Buffalo Bills 
of the NFL, with whom he played in two Super Bowls. 
Bentley has been a football color analyst since 1994 and 
with ESPN since 2003.

75. GABE DEAN, QB, LOWELL (2009-2011): 
Dean played the quarterback position with a punishing 
style. A powerful runner, he scored 35 touchdowns in 
the 2010 season, as he helped lead Lowell to a Division 
2 state title.

76. TOM TYSON, RB 
WHITTEMORE-PRESCOTT (1992-1995): 
Tyson was one of the finest football players to ever 
come out of northeastern Michigan. Playing at tiny 
Whittemore-Prescott, he scored 97 career touchdowns 
and is fourth in all-time points scored with 632. Tyson 
finished his career with 6,605 yards, which includes 
the 2,659 yards he gained in 1994.

77. JOHN BREASBOIS, QB 
MERRILL (1997-1999): Merrill football was at 
the heart of the run-and-shoot offensive revolution 
that began to change the face of high school football 
in Michigan  in the mid-1990s. Breasbois totaled 
7,216 career passing yards, as Merrill operated out of 
four and five-receiver sets. In 1999, he passed for a 
then-record 3,2776 yards and led Merrill to the state 
semifinal. He completed 31 of 50 passes for 465 yards 
in that semifinal game against Traverse City St. Francis.

78. J.T. JONES, WR, ITHACA (1999-2001): 
While Ithaca has produced numerous standout 
quarterbacks, few Yellowjackets or receivers in state 
history can match the production of Jones. He holds 
both the career (46) and single-season (26) records 
for touchdown passes caught. Jones is fifth in career 
receptions with 172 and has the third-highest single-
season mark with 93 receptions in 2001. He is also 
third in career receiving yards (3,190) and has the 
sixth-highest single-season mark with 1,457 in 2000.

79. ROGER EMMENDORFER, RB 
NEW LOTHROP (2003-2006): Emmendorfer 
was the catalyst of some high-powered New Lothrop 
offenses. In 2006, he totaled 227 points, as he scored 
26 touchdowns, kicked four field goals, added 47 PATs, 
and scored on six two-point conversions. Emmendorfer 
finished his career with 512 points and helped to lead 
the Hornets to the 2006 Division 8 state title.

80. TERRY MCDANIEL, WR/RB 
SAGINAW (1980-1982): A versatile speedster, 
McDaniel totaled 1,582 yards of total offense as a 
senior and was heavily recruited by Michigan and 
by Michigan State. McDaniel has sprinter speed, and 
he won state titles in the 100- (10.46 seconds) and 
200-meter dashes (21.20 seconds). He was an all-SEC 
performer at University of Tennessee as a defensive 
back and was drafted by the Oakland Raiders in 
the first round of the 1988 draft. He was a five-time 
Pro Bowl player, who finished his career with 35 
interceptions.

81. JASON FRACASSA, QB 
UTICA STEVENSON (2006-2009): The all-time 
passing king in Michigan high school football, Fracassa 
amassed numbers that will be hard to top. In 2009, he 
set the single-single passing yardage mark with 4,433 
yards. He finished his career with 10,615 passing yards, 
which is 2,709 yards more than the number-two passer.

82. DEANDRE JOHNSON, RB 
MADISON (2003-2006): Johnson was one of the 
most productive running backs ever in the Detroit 
area. He finished his career with 7,016 yards, one of 

only five running backs ever with more than 7,000 
career yards. He rushed for 2,697 yards in 2006, as he 
helped lead Madison to the Division 5 state final before 
moving on to the University of Michigan.

83. DAVE BLACKMER, PK 
FARMINGTON HARRISON (1981-1982): 
Blackmer was one of the most successful high school 
kickers in state history. He holds the state record for 
field goals in a season with 16 and finished fourth for 
field goals in a career with 27. He also held the record 
for longest field goal for 13 years after a 55-yard effort 
in 1981 vs. Farmington.

84. RICK GRANATA, RB 
IMLAY CITY (1991-1993): Granata had a 
productive career that was capped in 1993, when he 
led the Spartans to the Class B final. Granata rushed 
for 5,655 yards during his career and finished with 553 
career points. During the 1993 season he rushed for 
2,783 yards.

85. NOAH HERRON, RB 
MATTAWAN (1996-1999): Herron was the most 
productive running back to come out of southwestern 
Michigan. He finished his career with 5,544 yards and 
totaled 552 points. He went on to play at Northwestern 
University, where he was an all-Big 10 player and left as 
the fifth all-time rusher in school history. Herron later 
played in the NFL for the Steelers and for the Packers.

86. ALEX NIZNAK, QB, ITHACA (2008-2010): 
A two-time all-state selection, Niznak led Ithaca to 
a perfect 14-0 season in 2010, as he passed for 2,731 
yards and 31 touchdowns while rushing for 1,161 yards 
and 21 touchdowns. He set a state finals record with 
five touchdowns, as he ran for 138 yards and passed for 
251 in the title game. As a junior, he passed for 2,077 
yards and 22 touchdowns while running for 1,637 
yards and scoring 28 touchdowns in leading Ithaca to 
the state semifinal. 

87. BRIAN PRUITT, RB 
SAGINAW ARTHUR HILL (1988-1990): 
Pruitt was a three-year, two-way starter who played 
defensive end and fullback. At Central Michigan 
University in 1994, he became the first Chippewa to 
earn first-team Division 1 all-American honors. That 
season, he was MVP of the MAC, as he rushed for a 
school record 1,890 yards and scored 22 touchdowns. 
Pruitt holds MAC and school records for rushing yards 
in a game with 356, and he also scored a school-record 
five touchdowns in one game.

88. DAVE VON BEHREN, QB 
FRANKENMUTH (1973-1975): In the early 1970s, 
before the era of teams throwing the ball all over the 
field, Von Behren piloted a Frankenmuth offense that 
was ahead of its time. He was at his best in the 1974 
season, when he passed for 2,589 yards in nine games. 
For his career, he totaled 5,601 yards, which is still a 
top-20 all-time mark.

89. COOPER RUSH, QB 
LANSING CATHOLIC (2009-2011): Few high 
school quarterbacks ever had a game like Rush did 
in the 2011 playoffs against Dowagiac. He completed 
a state-record 20 passes in a row and threw for five 
second-quarter touchdowns enroute to a state-record 
541 yards and eight touchdowns. He finished the 2011 
season with 4,002 yards passing, the second-highest 
total in state history. For his career, Rush passed for 
7,247 yards, good for fourth place on the career list.

90. DWAIN KOSCIELNIAK, RB 
GAYLORD ST. MARY (1987-1990): One of the 
premier players to come out of northern Michigan, 
Koscielniak rushed for 5,078 yards during his career 
and scored 412 points. A two-time all-state player and 
two-time winner of the Bay City Times Golden Helmet 
Award, Koscielniak capped his career by rushing for 
529 yards against Pellston in his final game.

91. FRED RUSSELL, RB 
ROMULUS (1996-1998): Although Romulus was 
known as a basketball school, Russell made a huge 
impact on the football field, as he totaled 5,087 yards 
rushing. He capped his career by rushing for 2,473 
yards as a senior. Romulus experienced its finest season 
that year, when it went 10-1 and reached the Class 
BB regional final, where it dropped a 41-40 thriller to 
DeWitt. Russell played college football at University of 
Iowa, where he twice rushed for over 1,000 yards in a 
season.

92. TIM SHAW, RB 
CLARENCEVILLE (1998-2001): An underrated 
football player, Shaw is second in career points scored 
by a Michigan high school player with 786 and is one 
of only two players to score over 700 career points. He 
also had the second- and third-highest single season 
point totals in state history (306 in 2001 and 288 in 
2000). He is second in career rushing with 7,813 yards. 
Shaw was an academic all-American linebacker at 
Pennsylvania State University and is currently playing 
for the Tennessee Titans in his seventh NFL season.

93. DAN BASS, LB, BATH (1974-1975): 
Bass was a tackling machine and earned all-state 
honors in 1976. At Michigan State University, Bass was 
a two-time all-Big 10 player and was team MVP during 
the 1979 season and is the all-time leader in tackles 
for the Spartans. Bass went on to play in the Canadian 
Football League, where he was a six-time CFL all-star 
and a member of the 1987 Grey Cup champion team.

94. JORDAN JOHNSON, WR 
DE WITT (2008-2010): Johnson piled up the 
receiving yards during his three seasons. He finished 
his career with 2,809 career receiving yards, sixth-most 
in state history. He also caught 189 career passes to 
place fourth on the career list and finished his career 
with 31 touchdown passes.

95. MIKE MCFADDEN, DL 
HERITAGE (2000-2001): McFadden was a 
defensive standout who earned all-state honors both 
as a junior and as a senior. He totaled 98 tackles as a 
junior and 117 tackles as a senior before heading to 
Grand Valley State University, where set a number of 
school records. McFadden was one of the finest D2 
defensive lineman in the nation during the 2005 and 
2006 seasons and was a two-time Gene Upshaw award 
winner as the top lineman in D2 football.

96. GARY VAN ELST, FB/LB 
MIDDLEVILLE (1965-1967): Van Elst was a 
battering ram of a football player who dominated 
on both sides of the football. He was named the UPI 
High School Player of the Year for Michigan in 1967 
and went on to play defensive tackle at Michigan State 
University. He also held the state shot put record until 
T.J. Duckett broke it in 1998.

97. KEATH BARTYNSKI, RB 
NOUVEL CATHOLIC CENTRAL (1995-1997): 
Bartynski was one of the most successful running backs 
in Michigan high school history. During his three years 
at Nouvel, he rushed for 6,336 yards. His best season 
was 1997, when he rushed for 2,553 yards.

98. JAY ACHTERHOFF, OL 
MUSKEGON (1970-1971): Achterhoff anchored 
the offensive line for the unbeaten Muskegon team of 
1971 that won the Class A state champion. He earned 
all-state honors and was selected the state Player of 
the Year in 1971. He went on to play at University of 
Notre Dame and was a member of the 1973 National 
Championship team before playing in the NFL for the 
Miami Dolphins. Achterhoff gained fame when he was 
credited with the sack by Dan “Rudy” Ruettiger in the 
famous “Rudy” play against Georgia Tech.

99. TONY SCHEFFLER, WR/TE 
CHELSEA (1998-2000): An all-state wide receiver 
in 2000, Scheffler set school records with 67 receptions 
for 1,340 yards and 16 touchdowns. He went on to be 
a two-time all-Mid American Conference tight end at 
Western Michigan University and was a John Mackey 
Award finalist before moving on to the NFL with the 
Denver Broncos and the Detroit Lions.

100.  RYAN CUNNINGHAM, RB 
FULTON (1992-1995): A bruising running back, 
Cunningham rushed for 5,337 yards during his 
career. He was also a state-champion wrestler who 
was a three-time all-American at Central Michigan 
University and finished with 104 career wins.
 
All opinions of this story is by the writer 
and solely the Sports Scene staff. It's 
definitely a hard task to do, but we are 
confident in out decisions.

Best of Michigan - Sports Scene’s top 100 football players of all-time Continued...

Former Lansing Eastern standout Josh 
Thornhill. Thornhill played collegiately at 
Michigan State.

Lansing Catholic’s Cooper Rush threw for over 
4,000 yards during his senior season. (Staff 
Photos)

Westland John Glenn’s Tony Boles

Dewitt’s Jordan Johnson is considered one of 
the top receivers to ever strap on a helmet for 
the Panthers. (File Photos)

Lowell’s Gabe Dean amassed over 10,000 yards 
of total offense during his time playing for the 
Red Arrows.

Saginaw Heritage grad Mike McFadden was 
All-State as a Hawk and later helped lead Grand 
Valley State University to three Division 2 
National Championships and was a two-time 
Division 2 Defensive Player of the Year. (Sub-
mitted Photo)

New Lothrop’s Roger Emmendorfer helped lead 
the Hornets to a Division 8 championship in 
2006. (Submitted Photo)

Tony Scheffler starred at Chelsea High School
and played collegiately at Western Michigan
before being drafted by the Denver Broncos. 
(Scott Keyes Photos)

There Is 
No Limit To 
The Fun You 
Will Have!

To Go Orders Welcomed
517.244.1090

801 N Cedar St
Mason, MI 48854 citylimitssportsgrill.com

Pizza • Burgers • Grinders
Steaks • Salads • Ribs

Randy, here is the new ad      directions:

      For All Your Trailer Needs!  (change to)
      I Have The Trailer U Need!

      logo as is

      700+ New And Used, E-Z Financing (change to)
      800 Trailers, Low Prices & E-Z Financing

      relocate what was the center photo and place it on the left
      remove the rh photo and what was the left photo
      insert this attached photo of fred 

      Special Pricing For ALL MMSS Readers (change to)
      Ask For Fred- Get A MMSS Discount

      change the Number to bright red
      change the www.BecksTrailerStore.com to bright royal blue

      7607 US-127
      St. Johns
      Mi. 48879

I Have The Trailer U Need!

Ask For Fred - Get A MMSS Discount
1-888-336-0271
www.BecksTrailerStore.com

 800 Trailers, Low Prices & E-Z Financing

7607 N US-27
St. Johns
MI. 48879

Trailer SUPERstore & Service Center

BECK’S!
Trailer SUPERstore & Service Center

Trailer SUPERstore & Service Center

17-Aug-11 8: PM

17-Aug-11 8: PM

17-Aug-11 8: PM Bradley Binsfeld, D.O.     James Ware D.O.

Joseph Yacisen D.O.

“Bones and Joints are Our Specialty”

989-466-BONE (2663)

James Ware D.O.
Joseph Yacisen D.O. Funeral Homes, Inc.

Lux
In Your Hour of Darkness Let Us Be Your Light

www.luxfuneralhomes.com

Lux-Moody-Wolfel 
Funeral Home

531 N State St.
Alma, MI 48801

Phone: 989-463-8970

Lux and Whiting 
Funeral Chapel

204 Second St.
Breckenridge, MI 48615

Phone: 989-842-3547

Lux and Schnepp 
Funeral Home

521 S. Main St.
Crystal, MI 48818

Phone: 989-235-4212

Dodge 
Funeral Home

404 S. Newton
Middleton, MI 48856
Phone: 989-236-7270

Lux 
Funeral Home

228 W. Center
St. Louis, MI 48880

Phone: 989-681-2982

Lux and Schnepp 
Funeral Home

816 E. Main St.
Carson City, MI 48811
Phone: 989-584-3504

Lux and Schnepp 
Funeral Home

6479 N. Lumberjack Rd.
Riverdale, MI 48877
Phone: 989-833-7352

Funeral Directors
Paul C. Lux

C. Mark Dodge
Nicholas P. Lux
Laura E. Krebs

Assistant 
Directors
Carl Cecil

Chris Krebs
Mike Krebs



12                  October / November                High School Sports Scene - Keeping Kids In The News                      www.highschoolsportsscence.com 13  www.highschoolsportsscence.com                    High School Sports Scene - Keeping Kids In The News                  October / November

Become a School Coach 
or Game Official

Contact your local high school athletic administrator 
or the Michigan High School Athletic Association

1661 Ramblewood Dr.
East Lansing, MI 48823
517-332-5046

www.mhsaa.com

Matthew Heeder, 
Lansing 

Catholic Central

Jason Chang, 
Midland Dow

Singles

doubles

Jason Saunders
Sales Professional

9009 Lansing Road
Durand, Michigan 48429

www.graffchevydurand.com

(989) 288-2657
Flint (810) 232-9157
Fax (989) 288-2347
jsaunders@hankgraff.com

Good Luck 

Panthers!

Specializing in MSHDA multi Family Renovations
701 South Main - Ovid, MI 48866

989-834-1500

Trying to reach a savings goal?  Even small amounts can add up fast.  
If you were to save just $20 each week, you would have over $1,000 
within one year.   We have accounts to help you reach your goals.

▪ Basic Savings  ▪ Money Market
▪ Kid’s Club   ▪ Health Savings Accounts
▪ Christmas Club  ▪ Individual Retirement Accounts (IRAs)

Stop by any of our 27 convenient 
locations or visit us online today.

Savings for Every Stage.  

www.facebook.com/isabellabankmi
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THIRD TEAM
Jessica Kim, Okemos 
Tori Argyle, Freeland 

Lauren Lyon, Mt. Pleasant 
Tori Sobkowiak, Rockford 

Brianna Forsthhoefel, 
   East Lansing

SECOND TEAM
Samantha Moss, Fenton 

Pader Her, Holt 
Megan Baumgartber, Perry 
Morgan Zolto, Flint Powers 
Kristen Wolfe, Flint Powers

Co-Player of the Year 
Elle Nichols,

Okemos

Co-Player of the Year 
Jackie Setas, Lansing 

Catholic Central

Kharissa Carras  & 
Stephanie Carras, 

Midland Dow

Bria 
Colosky, 
Farwell

Megan 
Watkins, 

Frankenmuth

Megan 
Baumgartner, 

Perry

NO. 1 in D4
Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

Led by Matt Heeder, the Lansing 
Catholic boys tennis team wrapped 
up the season in a big way at the 
Division 4 state finals.

Heeder, a junior who came in 
as the No. 1 seed, captured the 
state title at No. 1 singles for the 
Cougars, who finished in fourth 
place as a team.

Heeder fell behind early in his 
match against Nicholas Solarewicz 
of Grand Rapids West Catholic 
before coming back to win in two 
sets.

“After getting down 3-0, I started 
staying down on the ball,” Heeder 
said. “I was a little nervous the first 
couple of games, but Coach settled 
me down, and I got into a groove. 
I tried not to overthink. I just did 
what I was capable of doing.”

The Cougars had a number of 
strong efforts at the finals. Anthony 
Davis reached the semifinals at No. 
2 singles and Chris Heeder reached 
the quarterfinals at No. 3 singles. 
In doubles action, Catholic’s No. 1 
and No. 3 doubles teams reached 
the semifinals and No. 4 doubles 
reached the quarterfinals.

Portland finished seventh 
overall. The Raiders’ No. 1, 2, 
and 3 doubles teams reached the 
semifinals, and the No. 4 doubles 
team reached the quarterfinals.

Garber placed 11th, as Andrew 

Martin reached the quarterfinals 
at No. 3 singles and Jake 
Wojciechowski reached the 
semifinals at No. 4 singles.

Frankenmuth placed 16th, led 
by Joey Seder who reached the 
quarterfinals at No. 4 singles.

At the Division 3 meet, DeWitt 
finished 10th overall. Sam 
Schuster at No. 1 singles and the 
No. 2 doubles team reached the 
quarterfinals for the Panthers.

Haslett tied for 11th, as Matt 
Stewart at No. 3 singles and the 
No. 1 doubles team reached the 
quarterfinals. 

Mt. Pleasant also tied for 11th, 
as both the No. 2 and the No. 
3 doubles teams reached the 
quarterfinals.

While Midland Dow won the 
Division 2 title, Okemos placed 
sixth overall as a team. Jordan 
Jacobsen reached the semifinals at 
No. 2 singles, while Elan Dantus 
at No. 1 singles and Kartikeya 
Kamdula at No. 4 singles both 
reached the quarterfinals.

At the Division 1 finals, 
Rockford finished 12th overall as 
a team, as both the No. 1 and the 
No. 4 doubles teams reached the 
quarterfinals.

Grand Blanc and Midland tied 
for 17th. Grand Blanc’s Adam 
Burau reached the quarterfinals at 
No. 3 singles. Jonathon Hentschel 
of Midland advanced to the 
quarterfinals at No. 2 singles as did 
Midland’s No. 3 doubles team..

LCC's Heeder wins No. 1 singles
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www.midlandtennis.com
Congratulations To Midland Dow For Winning 

Its Fifth Straight D2 Tennis Championship!
Congratulations To Midland Dow For Winning 

Its Fifth Straight D2 Tennis Championship!

900 East Wackerly Street
Midland, MI 48642-7099

(989) 631-6151

Absolutely Awesome!
No one knows better than us what an 
extraordinary achievement you’ve accomplished, 
winning your fifth straight Michigan Boys Division II 
State Tennis Championship and taking six of eight 
individual titles.
Thank you Dow Chargers for striving to be the 
best for your school and for your community. And 
for representing where you train at the Midland 
Community Tennis Center.
On behalf of our members, staff and coaches: 
“Absolutely Awesome!”
Your Friends At The MCTC

Eastman Party Store
www.eastmanpartystore.com

(989) 835-7991    MIDLAND    5205 EASTMAN AVE   . .
DIVERSE 

BEVERAGE SELECTION    

PREMIUM SPIRITS

ARTISANAL CHEESES

GLOBAL SPECIALTY FOODS

DOMESTIC & INTERNATIONALS

• Hitches
• Remote Starters
• Auto Detailing

• Lift Kits Installed
• Step Bars
• Web Specials

www.qtaonline.com
(989) 698-8900

Quality Truck And 
Auto Accessories
Midland

Custom Screen Printing 
Custom In Store Embroidery

Team Uniforms
Trophies

Business Apparel
Workwear

Varsity Jackets

1221 Salzburg
Bay City, MI 48706
989-391-9684

152 Ashman Circle
Midland, MI 48640 
989-835-9696

www.sandlotsports301.com

5605 State St.
Saginaw. MI 48602
989-791-5900

Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

During the 1979 major league baseball season, the 
Pittsburgh Pirates adopted the song “We are Family” 
as their team motto on their way to winning the World 
Series. 

For the past several years, the Midland Dow boys 
tennis team has built its program around the same family 
theme, an approach that has resulted in success and that 
paid off again this year, as the Chargers won the Division 
2 state tennis championship at Hope College in Holland 
October 18-19. 

Dow won consecutive title number five in impressive 
fashion, as it captured six of eight flights and had a 
finalist in a seventh flight. Dow totaled 37 points, 13 
points ahead of second-place University of Detroit Jesuit. 

“The five straight titles is not about anything the coach 
does,” coach Terry Schwartzkopf said. “We do it as a 
community. The players, the coaches, the parents, we 
are all invested in each other. These guys are back in 
my room after graduation. They are friends outside of 
school. They even have their own fantasy football league. 
The parents all know each other. That is the key to our 
success.”

Dow was dominant in both singles and doubles 
matches, winning three flights each in singles and in 
doubles.

Leading the Chargers in doubles play was the No. 1 
team of Jason Chang and Vikram Shanker, who teamed 
up for Chang’s fourth and Shanker’s second state title. 
They defeated Timmy Hoffman and Marty Nagle from U 
of D Jesuit in two sets.

“We are just one big family,” Shanker said. “We train 
together the year round. Everyone turned it on this 
weekend. Our No. 3 doubles team didn’t have a perfect 
season, but they won an amazing match.”

That No. 3 doubles team was made up of Seamus 
Bartlett and Daniel Mango and came into the tournament 
seeded second. Bartlett and Mango progressed to the 
finals, where they defeated Forest Hills Northern’s Ryan 
Roach and Daiki Adachi in three sets.

“It was just incredible,” Mango said. “We won the first 
set, then we lost the second set. We got down in the third 
set, but then we pulled through at the end. Our coach just 
gave us words of encouragement. We knew what we had 
to do. We gave it our all and we did it.”

At No. 2 doubles, Dow’s team of Patrick Eschbach 
and Colin Angell rolled to victory with a 6-0, 6-1 win 
against Parneet Gogireddy and Alex Winks of Forest 
Hills Northern.

In singles action, senior Julian Guerra led the way as 
he earned the fourth state title of his career. Guerra won 
the No. 2 singles title in two sets against Thomas Sheeren 
of U of D Jesuit. Guerra won state titles at No. 4 singles 
as a freshman and sophomore, and last year he won the 
title at No. 3 singles.

At No. 4 singles, Dow sophomore Michael Szabo won 

his second straight state title. Szabo defeated Freddy 
Heegan of U of D Jesuit in two sets. 

Taking part in his first state final was Dow freshman 
Varun Shanker at No. 3 singles. He defeated Will 
Christian of Forest Hills Northern in two sets to claim his 
crown.

“I can’t say enough about the Dow program,” 
Shanker said. “It was my dream to play tennis for Dow 
and help them win a state title. To win five in a row is 
awesome. To play for a program like Dow with such high 
expectations is a great experience.” 

Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

When it comes to the best 
doubles players of all time in the 
state of Michigan, Midland Dow 
senior Jason Chang has to be in the 
conversation.

Chang, with his partner Vikram 
Shanker, wrapped up his career at 
the Division 2 state meet by winning 
a fourth-straight state title with a 
two-set victory against University of 
Detroit Jesuit. Along the way, Chang 
set a new career record for wins by 
a doubles player with 138. Shanker 
finished second on the career 
doubles victory list with 132.

While Chang was pleased with 

the win record, capturing a fourth 
straight team title was the main 
thought on his mind.

“My primary goal was for 
our team to win states,” Chang 
said. “This [win record] was just 
something that came along with 
it. The state title feels great. It is 
something we have been working 
for.”

Chang and Shanker won their 
second consecutive doubles title this 
season. Chang had different partners 
for his first two championships.

Winning four state titles was 
something Chang never dreamed 
would happen. “It feels great,” he 
said. “I had no idea I would be even 
able to compete, and to win four 
titles is just amazing.”  

Ben Murphy
Sports Scene

The Dow soccer team was rolling 
down the stretch of the 2013 soccer 
season, however, the Chargers fell 3-2 
to Heritage in the district semifinals.

“It was very difficult to have the 
season come to an end,” first-year 
head coach Marshall Gray said. 
“We had a lot of success and were 
playing our best soccer right up to 
the end. It is especially hard to say 
goodbye to these seniors who poured 
their heart and soul into the program 
and continued Dow High’s soccer 
excellence.”

The Chargers finished the season 
12-5-6, going 8-0-6 in their last 14 
regular season contests. Their record 
was good enought for second place in 
the Saginaw Valley League North.

Brandon Derstine, a junior, led the 
team with 19 goals and six assists. 

Sean Zanyk McLean, a senior, had 
11 goals and four assists, and junior 
Nick Coon had eight goals and seven 
assists. Ricky Knoff was the team’s 
top goalkeeper, saving 86 percent of 
shots faced.

“Our goalkeeping was stellar the 
whole year with Knoff,” Gray said. 
“Our defense was rock solid most 
of the year with Trevor Hulbert, 
Cole Lacey, Ethan Loftis, and Dylan 
Hammer. Our midfield was very 
strong and distributed well [thanks to] 
Sean McLean, Brandon Woo, Griffin 
Kendziorski. Our forwards were very 
creative and played well off each other 
[behind] Brandon Derstine and Nick 
Coon.”

“We had a core group of seniors 
that had been in the program for a 
number of years,” Gray said. “We also 
have a very talented junior group and 
several sophomores that gave us key 
minutes in several key games. Despite 
only having four home games, our 

guys grew together and gained a lot of 
confidence as we traveled around the 
state and played topnotch talent.”

Coach Gray felt that playing top 
teams led to some of the team’s 
success in the later stages of the 
season. “One of my goals as a coach is 
to schedule the top teams in the state,” 
he said. “This year, we played the top 
teams in Division 1, 2, and 3. I want 
our guys to get exposure throughout 
the state, and playing the top teams is 
the only way to do it.”

Losing seniors comes with the 
territory in high school sports, but 
Gray is hoping that his returning 
players can continue Dow’s soccer 
prominence. 

“Looking forward to next year, we 
return 11 players,” he said. “We have 
some holes to fill, but our returners 
and junior varsity talent coming up 
will give us another opportunity to 
have a successful season.”  

Leaving no doubt
Midland Dow wins 5th straight D2 tennis title

Midland Dow's Julian Guerra won his fourth state tennis title at No. 2 singles in two sets over Thomas Sheeren of 
U of D Jesuit. The Chargers went on to win their fifth straight Division 2 championship. (Butch Harmon Photo)

Midland Dow's Jason Chang will graduate as one of the most prolific doubles players in
the history of Michigan boys’ tennis. Chang set a state record with 138 doubles victories. 
(Butch Harmon Photo)

Chang dominant

Chargers fall to Heritage in districts

The Midland Dow boys soccer team lost in a 
Class A district semi-finals game to Heritage 3-2. 
The Chargers finished the season 12-5-6. (Scott 
Keyes Photo)

One of  best state has ever seen
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6125 Gratiot Road
Saginaw MI, 48638

(989) 401-5009
Connect With Us!

Training The Areas Top Athletes
• Increase Speed & Agility  • Dominating Strength & Power

• 1st Step Quickness And Exlplosion
10 Division Commitments in 2012!!! 

saginawathleticclub.com

Our friendly staff is highly trained, experienced and 
qualified. Our staff has been carefully selected to 

provide you with the best quality of service.

Keith Bever JR, 
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2325 Hawthorn Dr,  
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858

989-773-9793

“Because it’s your time!” 989-725-2888  800-364-2868
1960 E. Main St., Owosso

www.sigautogroup.com

At Signature, we have built our reputation by providing the 
highest level of convenience and service to our customers. 

That’s what the Signature Advantage is all about.
       

 - Joe Falzon, President

~ Delivers!

Heritage Fencing & Vinyl Products

Heritage Fencing

Chuck Oatten

“The Fence Specialist”
Everything you need in Fencing-Vinyl-Porch railings-Decking-

514 E. Saginaw St.
St. Louis, MI 48880
989-681-4958
Cell: 989-330-0535
Fax: 989-681-5650
heritagefencing@yahoo.com
heritagefencing-mi.com

Owner

Animal Health Care
Of Chesaning

726 E. Broad St.,
Chesaning, MI

989-845-6492
www.ahcofchesaning.com

Offering Animal Health Care Services For 
Different Kinds Of Large And Small Animals.

Guaranteed Quality Service At Affordable Rates.

Schmitz Service
& Party Store

Downtown Fowler!
Like Us On Facebook!

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Lansing Catholic’s 
Jacqueline Setas was 
the Queen of the Hill in 
Division 4 girls’ golf this 
season. She shot 77 and 73 
for 150 at Bedford Valley 
in Battle Creek to take 
championship honors.

She finished runner up 
last year after losing in a 
playoff.

“I thought that as a 
team, we played really, 
really well,” Setas said. 
“After the first day, we 
were in third place, which 
I don’t think a lot of 
people thought we could 
do. So I was really proud 
of my team.”

Her highest score was 
41 for nine holes. She also 
won several invitationals 
during the regular season.

“It’s just an incredible 
run,” Lansing Catholic 
coach Mary Schafer 
said. “She plays a 
lot of tournaments 
in the summer. She 
basically goes all over 
the Midwest and even 
plays tournaments down 
South. That has made 
her tournament tough. 
She plays in the [best] 
tournaments in the 
country. She’s ranked 
as one of the top in 
the Midwest, if not the 
country. It’s a huge plus 
for me if I can get my 
kids to play in summer 
tournaments, because 
you can’t describe to 
people what it’s like in 
tournaments. They have 
to follow all the rules. It 
helps them get ready for 
the season.”

Setas was elated being 

able to get first place in 
her last high school action.

“I think I played at the 
top of my game the second 
day,” Setas said. “The first 
day, I for sure should have 
done [better].”

For the weekend, Setas’ 
driver worked well. 
“I might have missed 
three fairways overall, 
combined the two days,” 
she said. “That was really 
helping me out. My 
putting was on the second 
day.”

Setas indicated her short 
game has improved. “My 
chipping got a ton better 
from last year,” she said. 
“That’s why I played 
well.”

As an individual golfer, 
this was her best season, 
but she would have loved 
getting a fourth team 
title. “In the regionals, 

we lost by 30 to Flint 
Powers,” Setas said. “That 
was kind of a wake-up 
call, knowing state was 
going to be tough, and we 
needed to play our best to 
win. We played solid by 
coming in fourth. Getting 
first three years and fourth 
is a good run for high 
school.”

Setas will be staying 
home and playing college 
golf at Michigan State 
University, although she 
said she could have gone 
anywhere in the Big Ten 
or even to some schools 
down South.

“I have a good 
relationship with the 
coaches there,” she said. “I 
felt comfortable with the 
campus and Forest Akers 
[home course]. I thought it 
was a good fit for me.”

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Lansing Catholic’s bid for a fourth 
straight Division 4 state girls golf 
title just wasn’t in the cards this year, 
but the Cougars still have plenty to 
remember about 2013.

When the state finals ended 
October 19 at Bedford Valley in 
Battle Creek, Lansing Catholic 
had two-round scores of 372 and 
359 for 731 total, well behind first 
place Grosse Ile which shot 716 and 
second place NorthPointe Christian 
with 718. Powers Catholic shot 722 
for third place.

Lansing Catholic did have the state 
champion, Jacqueline Setas, who 
shot 77 and 73 for 150 total. 

Rounding out the Cougars’ scores, 
Abby Meer had 97 and 94 for 191, 

Chrissy Jurovic had 105 and 92 for 
197, Elaina Walling had 99 and 100 
for 199, and Lauren Burnett had 99 
and 105 for 204. 

Coach Mary Schafer noted that 
the Cougars had to deal with some 
inexperience this season. “Lauren 
Burnett, our No. 2 is a senior, Abby 
is a freshman, and our fourth player, 
Elaina is a sophomore. Our No. 5 has 
not played until this year,” Schafer 
said. “I knew we were inexperienced. 
I made sure we played at a lot of 
tough invitationals.”

The coach liked how her team had 
been playing leading up to the finals. 
“I thought they were really starting to 
play well,” Schafer said. “We played 
better.  We worked on swings first 
and I know how much players have 
their swings, but getting out on the 
golf course and learning how to score 

is one of the last things to come.”
Lansing Catholic finished second 

at the regional to Powers Catholic.
It didn’t surprise Schafer to see 

Setas accomplish what she did. 
“She’s just a great talent and a great 
player,” Schafer said. “She’s a 
senior and has verbally committed to 
playing at Michigan State. This was 
her first time finishing first. Last year 
she lost in a playoff to Miss Golf, 
Aya Johnson [of Muskegon Catholic 
Central], by one shot. When she was 
a sophomore she was third. As a 
freshman, she was tied for fourth.”

Setas holds all Lansing Catholic’s 
school records. “She had a school 
record of 68 last year and also 
a 30 on a nine-hole with a hole-
in-one. That day she shot 30 was 
unbelievable. We played a lot of 
tougher courses this year.”

Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

Okemos senior Elle Nichols capped 
her high school golf career by winning 
the individual state title at the Division 
2 state golf finals.

She became only the second player 
in Lower Peninsula history to win 
three individual MHSAA golf titles. 
Nichols posted a two-day total of 155 
to win the tournament and also helped 
Okemos finish second overall as a 
team.

“I knew I had to go low on the 
back nine,” said Nichols, who closed 
with 35 on the final nine holes on 
the second day, “and the birdie at 10 
[capped by a 60-foot putt] helped get 
me started.”

Sophomore Jessica Kim finished 
sixth overall for Okemos with 164 for 
the two days.

Midland Dow placed third as a team 
and was paced by Stephanie Carras, 
who fired a two-day total of 159 to 
place third overall, while Kharissa 
Carras finished 10th overall with 168.

Fenton placed fifth as a team, led by 
Samantha Moss, who finished seventh 

individually with 165.
East Lansing placed eighth as 

a team and was led by Brianna 
Forsthhoefel and Molly Ring, who 
both totaled 180.

Mt. Pleasant placed 12th, led by 
Lauren Lyon with 184.

Greenville finished 13th, paced by 
Karli Didion at 190.

At the Division 1 state meet, Holt 
was the top area finisher, as it placed 
11th as a team. 

Holt’s Pader Her was the top area’s 
top individual placer, as she placed 
sixth with 161.

Davison finished 13th, led by 
Karsen Johnston.

Rockford was 15th, led by Tori 
Sobkowiak with 191.

At the Division 3 state meet, 
Lakewood placed fourth as a team. 
Emily Barker led the way for the 
Vikings, as she finished ninth as an 
individual with 173.

DeWitt finished 13th overall and 
was led by Cassidy Splawn.

Haslett finished 14th and was led by 
Emily Fulton with 206. 

Tri-County’s Taylir Kral qualified as 
an individual and finished with 188.

Powers finishes third
Flint Powers shot the best one day round at the Division 4 girls golf state meet at 

Battle Creek’s Bedford Valley Golf Course, carding a 345 on Saturday.
The Chargers ended up in third place, shooting a 377 on Friday to finish with a two-day 

total of 722, six strokes behind state champion Grosse Ile (356-360-716) and runner-up 
Grand Rapids NorthPointe Christian (362-356-718).

Morgan Zloto and Kristen Wolfe tied for fourth place overall among individuals for 
Flint Powers. Zloto shot an 85 on Friday and 83 for 168 while Wolfe carded 86-82-168. 
Reanna Barth (99-89-188), Ashley Hall/Lizzy Marlinga (115-91-206) and Madison Zloto 
(107-100-207) rounded out the scoring for Powers.

Megan Watkins finished sixth overall as an individual for Frankenmuth. Watkins shot 
an 81 on Friday and an 88 on Saturday for a 169. Perry’s Megan Baumgartner finished 
seventh overall, shooting 87-84-171.

Nichols wins 3rd; Okemos, Dow finish 2nd, 3rd

Okemos' Elle Nichols won her third straight Division 2 state title becoming only 
the second player in Lower Peninsula history to acheive that honor. (Alan Holben 
Photo) LCC's bid for fourth straight title comes up short

Members of the Lansing Catholic Central 
girls golf team pose  for a picture during 
the Division 4 state golf finals. LCC finished 
fourth. (Randy Miniard Photo)

Queen for a Day
LCC's Jackie Setas wins D4 crown

After finishing runner-up a year ago, Lansing 
Catholic Central golfer Jackie Setas won the 
DIvision 4 crown this season. (Randy Miniard 
Photo)
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Staff Photos

RoaRing into Playoffs
NINE AREA TEAMS FINISH 

REGULAR SEASON UNDEFEATED

  Led by quarterback 
Travis Smith, Ithaca 
finished the regular 
season undefeated for the 
fourth straight season. 
Smith has been nothing 
short of brilliant this 
season guiding the Ithaca 
offense.

  Alex Grace rushed 
for 2,267 yards and 30 
touchdowns during the 
regular season for the 
Vikings. That is an 
average of over 250 
yards a game for the 
Swan Valley junior. 

      The Ithaca Yellowjackets find 
themselves sitting at 9-0 entering 
the playoffs for the fourth straight 
regular season, vying for their fourth 
consecutive Division 6 state title. Not 
to mention riding a 51- game winning 
streak into the playoffs. As the 
Yellowjacket express continues to roll 

along, other area teams that finished 
the regular season undefeated were 

New Lothrop, Lansing Sexton, DeWitt, 
Beal City, Montrose, Ithaca, Swan 
Valley, Lowell and Carson City.
      Both Ithaca and Swan valley are 
led by potential Player of the Year 
candidates Travis Smith, (QB) and Alex 
Grace (RB). It will be interesting to see 
how the rest of the season plays out and 
see who is hoisting the championship 
trophy in late November at Ford Field.
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When injuries happen, you can rely
on our team of orthopedic surgeons,
physical medicine and rehabilitation
specialists to help you navigate the
road to recovery.

Mid Michigan Orthopedics
113 E. Williams - Owosso

989-725-6101

TO THE REHABILITATION SPECIALISTS  
AT MEMORIAL HEALTHCARE

When injuries happen, you can rely  
on our team of physical therapists  
to help you navigate the road  
to recovery.

Four Locations to Serve You!
•	 Chesaning - 989.845.4575
•	 Durand - 989.288.7215
•	 Owosso - 989.723.9488
•	 Perry - 517.625.1111 

memorialhealthcare.org

TO THE ORTHOPEDIC SPECIALISTS  
AT MEMORIAL HEALTHCARE

When injuries happen, you can rely  
on our team of orthopedic surgeons, 
physical medicine and rehabilitation 
specialists to help you navigate the 
road to recovery.

Mid Michigan Orthopedics
113 E. Williams

Owosso
989-725-6101 

memorialhealthcare.org
TO THE ORTHOPEDIC SPECIALISTS

AT MEMORIAL HEALTHCARE

memorialhealthcare.org

7625 N. Alger Rd. 
Alma 

- Between Walmart 
& K-Mart Center

Ask About Our

speciAlizing in custOmers With ssi,
DisAbility AnD sOciAl security incOme

buy here, pAy here prOgrAm

989-463-AUTO (2886)  
seeleycars.com

eeley
01 GMC Yukon

V8 5.3L 
Automatic

$7,995

03 Chevrolet Trailblazer Ext LS
I6 4.2L, 

Automatic

$4,995

04 Chevy Silverado 1500
2 Door,

V6 4.3L, Automatic

$5,995

04 Mini Cooper
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Butch Harmon
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DeWitt senior tennis player Sam 
Schuster and the rest of his senior 
teammates wrapped up their careers with 
a top-ten team finish at the Division 3 
boys’ tennis finals at Kalamazoo.

DeWitt totaled six team points to 
finish in tenth place overall. Detroit 
Country Day won the team title, while 
East Grand Rapids finished second.

For Schuster, the final match of his 
high school tennis career was a loss to 
the eventual state champion at No. 1 
singles, Garrett Goldman of East Grand 
Rapids. Goldman defeated Schuster 6-0, 
6-2 in the quarterfinal round. Schuster 
reached the quarterfinals by defeating 
Chase Schultz of Cadillac 6-0, 6-0 in 
the first round and then defeating Eric 
Bartley of Sturgis 6-2, 6-4 in the second 
round.

Schuster finished the season with a 
24-3 overall record. He won the No. 1 
singles title at the conference tournament 
and was runner-up at the regional. “The 
season went better than I expected it 
to,” he said. “I wish I would’ve won the 
regional, but I did pretty well overall this 
year and the team did pretty well.”

Along with the team placing tenth at 
the state meet, DeWitt also took second 

place as a team at the 
regional meet.

“We had 11 
returning seniors this 
year,” Schuster said. 
“We knew we had a 
real good chance to 
do well and we did.”

Schuster finished 
his tennis career at 
DeWitt with a record 
of 75-12. He began 
his career by playing 
No. 2 singles as a 
freshman, playing No. 2 doubles as a 
sophomore, moving up to No. 1 doubles 
as a junior, and playing at No. 1 singles 
this season.

“It was a big change this year not 
playing doubles, but I play a lot of USTA 
tennis, and that is all singles, so it was 
not that bad,” Schuster said.

Tennis is not the only sport that 
Schuster has played in high school. He 
was on the golf team as a freshman and 
played lacrosse as a sophomore. He may 
play lacrosse this spring if he does not 
get an offer to play tennis in college. 

Schuster has a 3.75 grade-point 
average and plans to major in either 
business or management in college. He 
does not have an offer yet to play tennis 
in college but would like to have the 
opportunity to do so.

Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

While the action is at
 fever pitch outside with the state football playoffs 

in November, some pretty sizzling action is taking 
place inside as well, as the state volleyball tournament 
gets into full swing.

High School Sports Scene takes a look at the 
tournament, breaks down the teams to watch locally, 
and predicts how the tournament could shake out on 
the state level.

CLASS A
The favorite: Dakota
Last year’s state champion has been defeated just 

once this season. Dakota is a powerful squad that 
is led by, arguably, the state’s finest player. Senior 
outside hitter Carli Snyder is a three-time all-state 
selection. A powerful hitter, Snyder has committed to 
play at the University of Florida.

The contenders: Marian, Lake Orion, East Grand 
Rapids, Novi 

Local teams to watch: Rockford, Haslett, Mt. 
Pleasant, Bay City Western, Midland Dow, Grand 
Ledge, Flushing

Rockford, with the potent one-two offensive punch 
of Chloe VanderWeide and Shannon Winicki and with 
an excellent setter in Abby Carlson, has the potential 
for a deep tournament run.

Haslett is up in Class A this season and has a 
talented one-two punch in Makenna Ott and Maria 
Kronner. It is capable of getting on a roll.

Kasey McGillvary and Briana Zimmer are a pair 
of solid hitters for Mt. Pleasant. Megan Kramer, 
an excellent all-around player for the Oilers, is an 
excellent setter and defensive player with a strong 
serve.

Midland Dow has been playing strong volleyball 
this season. The Chargers have a solid setter, Kylee 
Juday, who directs a strong attack that features Helena 
Atton. Kaylee Talt is a defensive standout for the 
Chargers, who is also a strong server.

Grand Ledge has a young squad that has turned 

in a solid season. Junior middle hitter 
Cori Crocker is a talented player, along with standout 
senior Kelli Combs.

Flushing won the Saginaw Valley League South this 
season. Carson Rutherford has been a big hitter for 
the Raiders, who also get solid defensive play form 
Sydney Mattar and who have an excellent setter in 
Lexi Kiefer.

HSSS projected final: Dakota over East Grand 
Rapids

CLASS B
The favorite: Notre Dame Preparatory
Notre Dame Prep is a talented team coming out of 

the Detroit Catholic League. Katherine Carlson is a 
strong middle hitter, and Dani McCormick has also 
been a force. 

The contenders: Wayland, North Branch, Grand 
Rapids South Christian, Holland Christian

Local teams to watch: Lakewood, Frankenmuth, 
Mt. Morris

Lakewood is the defending Class B state champion, 
but it graduated last year’s starting lineup. The Vikings 
have done a good job of rebuilding this season and 
have a solid hitter in Gabbie Shellenbarger, but they 
must get past a powerful Wayland team in the district

Frankenmuth has been playing solid volleyball all 
season. Lindsey Mertz has a good all-around game, 
Kaitlyn DeGrace is a talented defensive player, and 

Kelsey Baarck has been a big hitter.
Mt. Morris has also been playing some steady 

volleyball this season.   
HSSS projected final: Notre Dam Prep over Grand 

Rapids South Christian
CLASS C

The favorite: Mendon
The Hornets have tested themselves against some 

of the stronger volleyball programs in southwest 
Michigan this season. Brooke Howard is a talented all-
around player, while setter Loryn Baughman has been 
an offensive catalyst.

The contenders: Beal City, St. Louis, Unionville-
Sebewaing, Morley Stanwood

Local teams to watch: Beal City, St. Louis, Morley 
Stanwood, New Lothrop

Addie Schumacher is a talented offensive force who 
leads the way for Beal City, while Melanie Schafer has 
been a force on both offense and defense. The Aggies 
are tough to beat. 

St. Louis features a punishing one-two punch of Bri 
Alspaugh and Brooke Tubbs, while Michaela Austin is 
one of the premier setters in the area.

HSSS projected final: Beal City over Mendon
CLASS D

The favorite: St. Philip Catholic Central
The Tigers have dominated Class D volleyball in 

the past, and this season has been no different. Sierra 
Hubbard-Neil is a dynamic outside hitter who leads 
the way and is headed to Western Michigan University 
next season.

The contenders: Our Lady of the Lakes, Onaway, 
Hillsdale Academy

Local teams to watch: Sacred Heart Academy, 
Fulton, Ashley, Portland St. Patrick

Sacred Heart has tested itself against some of the 
toughest teams in mid-Michigan this season. The 
Irish have the talent to make a deep playoff run. Lexie 
Methner is a force at the net, while Sara Hansen is 
a talented setter who also possesses a strong serve. 
Lauren Sabuda has been playing some steady defense 
all season.

Fulton, Ashley, and Portland St. Patrick will all be 
at the same district at Fowler. Fulton has a solid squad, 
led by Amanda Madden. Ashley has a pair of strong 
hitters in Kelsey Smith and Meggan Andrew.

HSSS projected final: St. Philip Catholic Central 
over Our Lady of the Lakes   

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Beal City’s volleyball team, led by 
2012 all-state player Addie Schumacher, 
continues to soar through the 2013 
schedule in hope of making a serious 
run to the Class C state title.

As of mid-October, the Aggies were 
38-2-1. The losses were to St. Louis and 
Mount Pleasant.

The Aggies lost to Mount Pleasant in 
pool play but beat the Oilers later in the 
tournament. 

They split with Flushing for the tie.
“At the St. Louis tournament, they 

beat us in the finals,” said Beal City 
coach Kelly David. “At the Mount 

Pleasant tournament, we played them in 
the final and we beat them.”

The Aggies and Sharks, clearly two 
of the top Class C teams in the state, 
would only meet again if both were in 
the finals.

“The key is that the girls have 
confidence,” David said. I think they 
came into the season saying, ‘Hey, 
we can win state this year.’ They have 
confidence and are working hard to get 
back to where they were last year and 
come out with a win.”

Schumacher is a senior who has been 
on the varsity since her sophomore 
season. David has been her coach the 
past two seasons.

“From her sophomore to her junior 

season, she improved a ton,” David 
said. “She kept on improving this year. 
She’s just a very smart hitter. She just 
finds open spots on the court. She’s 
aggressive. She swings for the kill 
everytime she goes up.”

Schumacher has more confidence in 
her performances, David has noticed. 
“She knows this is her last year and 
is putting everything she can into it,” 
David said.

“Right now, we’re ranked second in 
the state,” Schumacher said. “We’ve 
been up there all year. I think we can 
make it all the way. We have to keep 
improving and keep working.”

The Aggies are in Class C this 
year, but the positive part is that they 

wouldn’t have to 
face St. Phillip, a 
Class D power, if 
they advance to 
state.

“I would 
personally like 
another shot at Battle 
Creek,” Schumacher 
said.

She plays 
volleyball year round 
but says track is is 
her best sport. 

She’s a two-time high jump state 
champion. She’s also been all-league in 
basketball.

Sam Schuster

DeWitt's Schuster advances to D3 
quarters; finishes season 24-3

Hemlock brought a big eraser to 
the Division 3 boys soccer district to 
claim the Huskies first district title in 
the program’s history.

After losing twice in Tri-Valley 
Conference West play to Ithaca during 
the regular season, the Huskies earned 
a 1-0 win over the Yellowjackets 
in the district semifinal at Bullock 
Creek. 

Tyler Beckrow scored the game-
winner on an assist from Hunter 
Stoddard 15 minutes before the end of 
regulation.

Hemlock moved on to face Swan 
Valley, which also beat the Huskies 

twice during the regular season. The 
Huskies scored first on Ryan Bray’s 
goal and after the Vikings tied the 
game, Kyle Bray needed a goal right 
before halftime to swing momentum 
to the Vikings. Jason Rabie’s second-
half goal proved to be the game- 
winner for Hemlock.

The Huskies season ended with an 
8-10 record after they dropped a 3-0 
decision to No. 6-ranked Flint Powers 
in the regional semifinal at Freeland.  

Chase Beyersdorf, a 6-foot-4 
goalkeeper, made 17 saves on 20 
Powers shots and was strong in goal 
during district play.

Hemlock wins district crown 

The Hemlock 
boys soccer 
team made it 
all the way to 
the regionals 
after winning 
the schools 
first-ever 
district title. 
Hemlock went 
on to lose to 
Flint Powers 
in regionals 
semis 3-0. 
The Huskies 
finished the 
year 8-10. 
(Scott Keyes 
Photo)

A. Schumacher

Schumacher leads way for Beal City volleyball team

Area  teams gearing up for long tourney run
State Volleyball Preview

St. Louis 
and Beal 
City are 
two area 
teams 
that could 
make a run 
towards 
Battle 
Creek this 
season. 
(Scott 
Keyes 
Photo)
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BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW  
LASER BOWL - CHRISTMAS - BIRTHDAY - ANY BIG EVENT

All You Can Bowl!

Great Food, Great Fun!

300 BOWL
Regular 

Or Laser 
$5.00

300 BOWL 3000 West Monroe (M-46)
Alma, Mi 48801 • (989) 463-3000

SAT. noon-11pm • sun.-fri. 4pm-11pm

2985 N. Sheridan Rd.
Stanton, MI 48888

(989) 831-4288
3 Miles N. of Stanton on M-66

5 Miles S. of M-46 on M-66 Open April thru December!

www.andersonandgirls.com

• Farm Market • Bakery • Pantry • Ice Cream Parlor • Cider Mill 
• Farm Activities • Barnyard Animals • Country Gift Loft

PAINT SPECIAL
START RIGHT. START HERE.SM EDMORE

Edmore True Value
418 E. Main Street

Phone (989) 427-5637

ALMA
Alma True Value

102 W. Superior Street
Phone (989) 463-4921

CARSON CITY
Barnes Ture Value Hardware

132 W. Main Street
Phone (989) 584-6411

MICHIGAN DOMINATES  Grappler Fall ClassiC
Area Athletes Gearing Up For Long Season On 
Mat; St. Johns Has Strong Showing While Looking 
Forward To Defending D2 Title.     

Staff Photos

98 - Louie Hayes (Illinois)
105 - Lucas Hall (Michigan)
112 - Kanen Storr (Michigan)
119 - Joshua Heil (Ohio)
125 - Lincoln Olson (Michigan)
130 - Robert Lee (Wisconsin)
135 - Zehlin Storr (Michigan)
140 - Zac Hall (Michigan)
145 - Nick Bennett (Michigan)
152 - Logan Massa (Michigan)
160 - Jelani Embree (Michigan)
171 - Mark Hall (Minnesota)
189 - Ty Wildmo (Michigan)
215 - Jimmy Russell (Michigan)
285 - Brian Darios (Michigan)

Outstanding Wrestler - 
    Mark Hall (171, Minnesota)

Most Falls - 
    Robert Lee (130, Wisconsin)

2013 GFC Champions

1205 N. US-27, St. Johns, MI 48879

(989) 224-3900
Sale Hours 

Mon-Thurs: 8am-9pm; Fri: 8am-6pm 
Sat: 12pm-5pm
Service Hours 

Mon: 7am-7pm; Tues-Fri: 7am-6pm
Accepted 

Credit Cards

WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE®

*On most vehicles, synthetic,synthetic 
blend and diesels extra

Fall Service Special
Oil Change, 4 Tire Rotation, Coolant Flush

ONLY  $159.95*

ALMA
3680 W MONROE RD  
800.990.4299
HOURS: M-F 7AM -5:30PM, SAT 8AM -12PM

Your Farm Bureau Insurance 
agent protects your Auto, 
Home, Business, Farm, 
Retirement, Lake Estate®, and more. 225 East Center Street

Ithaca

989-875-2200
sallen@fbinsmi.com

FarmBureauInsurance.com

Scott Allen989-681-6000
308 W. Washington, St. Louis

Monte Reichard
mreicha@fbinsmi.com
FarmBureauInsurance.com

Your local agent insures your

989-681-6000
308 W. Washington, St. Louis

Monte Reichard
mreicha@fbinsmi.com
FarmBureauInsurance.com

Your local agent insures your

225 East Center Street, Ithaca
989-875-2200 sallen@fbinsmi.com

FarmBureauInsurance.com

Scott Allen

225 East Center Street, Ithaca
989-875-2200 sallen@fbinsmi.com

FarmBureauInsurance.com

Scott Allen
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Brad Rummer

Brent Fuller

1031 E. Center Street, Ithaca
989 875-4181

HOURS
Mon, Thurs 8:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.. 

Tues, Wed, Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 6 
p.m.Saturday 9-4 FINDNEW ROADS

TM

Achievement

THANKFUL FOR AT 
ITHACA CHEVROLET

www.ithacachevy.com

Ithaca’s Home Of The 
$9.95 Oil Change!

See Ithaca Chevrolet for details

Carl Rummer
Jake McConkieTommy 

Fuerst

A LOT 
TO

A           place to joingreat
see how       can help youwe

(989) 463-8321

Hours: 
Monday and Wednesday 9 to 8 

Tuesday, Thursday Friday 9-6, Saturday 9-3

W. M57 Greenville, MI

Ph. (616) 754-5566
Toll Free (866) 358-7473

Over 100 Available Cars to 
Choose From

Come Shop 

At Our New 

Location!

www.Blakehollenbeckinc.com
CheCk Out Our InventOry

E-mail: jim@widemanappraisal.com
www.widemanappraisal.com

1002 E. Center St.
Ithaca, MI 48847

James J. Wideman
Owner

Office:
(989) 875-4544

Fax:
(989) 875-4838

Full Line Of Appraisals
WIDEMAN APPRAISAL SERVICE

COMMERCIAL 
BANK

Safe, Secure and Sound since 1893.
Alma • Ithaca • St. Louis • Greenville

Mt. Pleasant • Middleton • Hastings • Lake Odessa

DLH
Daily Living HomeCare

145 E. Center St, Ithaca, MI 48847
Phone: (989)-875-7405 

Toll Free: (800)-834-1915  
Fax: (989)-875-8685

Serving Gratiot, Isabella, Montcalm and Clinton Counties
Locally owned by Kimberly Hodge

2826 N. State Rd., Ithaca, MI 48847
         Phone:     (989)-875-7405
         Toll Free: (800)-834-1915
         Fax:           (989)-875-8685
    www.dailylivinghomecare.com

Serving Gratiot, Isabella, Montcalm and Clinton Counties
Locally owned by Kimberly Hodge

Non-Medical In-Home Services
Helping people stay home with dignity and independence
DAILY LIVING HOMECARE, INC.

Helping people stay home with dignity and independence.

We Care Enough To Make A Difference

www.dailylivinghomecare.com

Non-Medical In-Home Services

 
The

Center for 
Women’s 

HealthCare

Women’s issues Women’s answers? !
The team of women at the Center provides yearly wellness exams along with treatment for numerous female conditions.
Specializing in urine loss, daVinci® surgery, menstrual concerns, postmenopausal conditions, birth control, STD 
diagnosis and a wide range of other health issues.

Serving you in Ithaca, St. johns, Greenville, Mt Pleasant, and Carson City.  Call 989.584.3107 for an appointment in all locations.

The Center For Women’s HealthCare            http://cfwhc.com
The Center For Women’s HealthCare            http://cfwhc.com

The Center For Women’s HealthCare            http://cfwhc.com

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Many factors have 
contributed to Ithaca’s 
remarkable football winning 
streak the past four seasons. 
Again this year, placekicking 
remains a huge part of that 
success.

Alex Vanderploeg has 
been helping coach Terry 
Hessbrook in that respect this 
season. In the first eight games, 
Vanderploeg had kicked off 55 
times, with 34 of them going 
for touchbacks. He was 47 of 
49 in PATs. Only one PAT was 
blocked. This is for a team that 
scores a lot of touchdowns, 
so missing only two isn’t a 
statistic to be taken lightly.

He was Ithaca’s backup 
kicker last season and is No. 
1 this fall. Jacob Pierce is this 
season’s backup kicker. Both 
are on the soccer team.

“They’re both tremendous 
kickers, and it’s really a 
weapon for our team,” said 
Ithaca coach Terry Hessbrook. 
“When Alex kicks off, darn 
near every ball goes in the end 
zone. That means the other 

opponent had to start from 
the 20. That’s a huge weapon 
for our defense. If the other 
team knows they have to go 
80 yards, that makes it very 
difficult.”

“If they’re not [in the end 
zone], usually they catch the 
ball somewhere near the 5-yard 
line,” Vanderploeg said.

He hasn’t tried a field goal 

through the first eight games, 
but Vanderploeg figures he 
could, if necessary, kick one 45 
yards or more.

“Coach asked me if I had 
ever kicked a football,” 
Vandrploeg said. “My mom 
wanted me to do it. I thought 
I’d give it a try. I love it. 
They’ve had three or four 
[soccer players on the football 

team] before me.”
Vanderploeg had one tackle 

as a junior but has not had one 
through the first eight games 
this season.

Doug Strait, the Ithaca soccer 
coach, has a solid relationship 
with the Yellowjacket football 
coach when it comes to the 
placekicking duties.

“Usually during the off-

season, I ask him who has a 
strong enough leg to kick the 
football,” Hessbrook said. 
“He’s done a great job of 
recommending players to us. 
Several of our kickers the last 
few years are now in the state 
record books for extra points. 
We have three of top four ever 
in the history of Michigan high 
school football.”

When both sports were 
playing at one time this season, 
the soccer players would come 
to football practice and work 
on special teams. “When that’s 
done, they go back and on the 
soccer team,” Hessbrook said. 
“It works out real good. Lot 
of schools don’t have a good 
relationship between their 
soccer and football programs. 
Here at Ithaca, we’ve been able 
to make it work. 

“They’re pretty talented 
kickers. During the summer, 
when they’re not having soccer 
practice, they come down to 
the practice field with their 
footballs and work on their 
field goals and extra points. 
Once they get their timing 
down, they already have good 
leg strength. They strike the 
ball real well.”

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Ithaca vs. Montrose.
In the past, Ithaca has gotten the best of 

Montrose. Is it possible that might change 
some time?

It’s gotten to be an intriguing 
postseason rivalry. Last season, it was 
Ithaca 31-0 over Montrose in the regional 
final. In 2011, Ithaca won 28-13 in the 
district final. It was 28-6, Ithaca, in 
the 2010 regional final. Each year, the 
Yellowjackets went on to win the state 
title.

“There’s not a lot of Division 6 teams 
here by us,” said Ithaca coach Terry 
Hessbrook, noting it’s usually hard to 
predict who his team will eventually 
match up with during the playoffs.

“Montrose, I don’t think we’re going 
to be able to avoid,” Hessbrook said. 
“They’re just too close in proximity.”

According to Hessbrook, the games 
with Montrose “have been absolute wars. 
They’ve been a battle that takes a lot out 
of you. They’re very physical. Two of the 
last three years we’ve hosted them at our 
place. In 2011, we had to go to their place. 
When I talked with coach Reinhart last 
year before the game, we just shook our 
heads. ‘Can you believe we’re here. The 
third year in a row?’

“We were excited to get a victory, 
but I don’t think either of us enjoyed it 
that much. I don’t think we will be that 
[excited this season] either.”

The two schools are similar in size, 
which results in them being in the same 

playoff division. They don’t play each 
other in the regular season.

“They have an outstanding program,” 
Hessbrook said. “Coach Reinhart has been 
there for a long time. They’ve put some 
numbers in the MHSAA record book.”

Reinhart, like Hessbrook, was able to 
guide his team to another 9-0 season. If 
Ithaca does face Montrose, it could be the 
best Rams team they’ve seen.

“It’s hard to judge team to team, but this 
year, we feel we’re stronger than we have 
been in the last couple of years,” Reinhart 
said. “We have 20 senors on our roster. 
A school our size with 20 seniors, that’s 
pretty good.”

Montrose’s last regular season game 
was October 25 against Lake Fenton. 
It ended with a 37-0 Rams victory and 
conference title.

Now, it’s playoff time.
“Up to this point, we haven’t beaten 

[Ithaca],” Reinhart said. “We’ve faced 
them the last three years in the playoffs, 
and they’ve beaten us all three times. So, I 
guess until we can knock them off, I don’t 
think you can call it a true rivalry. Last 
year, they put it to us pretty good. It was 
3-0 with two minutes to go in the half. It 
was a couple of big plays and the game 
got away from us. Until we get past that 
hurdle, they’re the team.”

But Montrose has also been “the team” 
in many respects, especially this season. 
“A lot of it is with our senior leadership,” 
Reinhart said. “Four of our seniors are 
three-year starters. They’ve been through 
it. They know what it’s about. Last year, 
we were a young team.”

Kickers continue to shine for Ithaca

This season 
Ithaca kicker 
/ soccer 
player Alex 
Vanderploeg 
is continuing 
the long line of 
quality kickers 
that have made 
an immediate 
impact on the 
Yellowjactets 
in previous 
seasons. (Scott 
Keyes Photo)

Rivalry... Ithaca vs. Montrose has become a staple 
of playoff football  during last four years

Ithaca and Montrose are on a collision course to possibly meet up down 
the road in the Division 6 football playoffs. In previous seasons Montrose 
has lost to the eventual state champion. (File Photo)
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Superior
Barber Shop

WE’VE MOVED! 216 E. Superior Street - Suite A (Next to The Pub)
Hours: Mon-Fri 9-5 Sat 9-12  •  Email: superior.barbershop@yahoo.com

989-463-0500

Honey Oberlitner - barber/owner
Klay Patton - barber

$9 Hair Cuts 
For Men 62 And Older!

THE MAYAN AGENCY
Merrill, MI  48637

(989) 643-7207
(800) 646-2926 

www.mayanagency.com

Learning, 
TaiLor Made 

for YoU!

www.learningta ilormade.com

Mathematics, Reading, Writing, 
Spelling, Test Prep, Study Skills, 

Online/e-Tutoring Available. 
Tailor Made Learning accommodates 

the Homeschooled students. 866-575-2716

Study Skills • Online/e-Tutoring available. Tailor Made Learning accommodates the Homeschooled students.

Insurance since 1915

www.ga-ins.com

Knowledgeable.  Committed.  Trusted.

(989) 773-6981 (800) 589-6982

Kingsley Insurance Group
Rich and Louanne Kingsley 

800-783-0817
Alma 

116 W. Superior Street
Suite 1

989-463-5347

St. Johns
1000 E. Stugis St

Suite 12
989-224-3505

Lansing
526 S. Creyts Rd.

Suite C. 
517-489-2257

Auto / Home Boat / Umbrella

www.KingsleyInsuranceGroup.com
www.shorelinesms.com 
www.active-ankles.com

SPORT   MEDICAL   SUPPLY   INC.

318 East Main Street, Suite B 
Lowell, MI 49331

Ph: (616) 897-6505 • Toll: (888) 238-1800 
Fax: (616) 897-5361

7480 West Polk Road, Alma, MI 48801
Local 989-466-2300| 
Or Toll free 866-507-2300

• Haulers of Agricultural Commodities
• Van and Flatbed Hauling

• Temporary Dumpster Service
 • 10, 15, 20 & 30 Yard Containers

VViill llaaggee  ooff   BBrreecckkeennrr iiddggee   
Committed 

to our 
Future ...

Inspired by our Past.

Call Marci Browne
 for your next home

108 E. Center St., Suite A, Ithaca
Phone: (989) 875-5148
Phone: (989) 681-6063

Carman’s Tree Service

Gary Carman

(989) 330-9782 cell

& Stump Removal

Owner/Operator

8426 N. Wheeler
Wheeler, MI 48662

25yrs. Experienced
Free Estimates

License/Insured
Taking Pride in our Exceptional “Clean up!”

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS • SCREEN PRINTING 
EMBROIDERY • LOGO DIGITIZING 

SCHOOL SPIRIT WEAR • ON-SIGHT DESIGNER

No idea too big or too small. • We make your ideas a reality!

Lisa Jankoska, LUTCF
Senior Account Agent  • Honor Ring • LUTC Fellow

2135 N. Center • Saginaw, MI 48603
Office: (989) 799-7100 Fax: (989) 799-8881

www.allstateagencies.com/LisaJankoska

John Raffel
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It’s not just football that has enjoyed stunning 
success this fall season at Ithaca.

Ithaca’s soccer team enjoyed another 
strong season under coach Doug Strait. The 
Yellowjackets finished the season at 12-4-2, 
losing in the district semifinals.

“Last year we were 4-12, so it’s quite a 
turnaround,” Strait said. “The guys worked 
really hard. We had a good group of guys who 
worked together. We had some good numbers 
this year. We had 27 players overall. That’s a lot 
of players.”

The Ithaca defense was impressive, as the 
Yellowjackets allowed only 18 goals all season. 
The team had nine shutouts.

Top players included senior captains Alex 
Vanderploeg and John Derry, a defenseman.

“I had five starting seniors. They contributed 
to how we did all year,” Strait said, also 
referring to Brett Boucher, Seth Casey, and 
Mario Cuapio.

Cuapio “was a real catalyst for us in scoring 
goals,” Strait said. “He really set up a lot 
of goals, along with Alex. Koby Lee was a 
freshman.”

The season ended in the district tournament. “I 
felt bad, Alex had an injury 10 minutes into our 
district semifinal game,” Strait said. “It really 
played a part in us not advancing.”

Vanderploeg, also a placekicker for the 
football team, has played soccer for 13 years. He 
was a center midfielder for the Yellowjackets, 
who scored 13 goals and had nine assists.

He describes the difference in kicking a 
soccer ball compared to a football. “It’s kind 
of the complete opposite,” he said. “In soccer, 
I’m trying to keep the ball down when you’re 
shooting. In football, you have to get it up 

there. It’s different technique everytime I switch 
sports.”

It’s been a fun fall for Vanderploeg. “Having 
success on both teams makes me excited every 
day to got to practice,” he said.

Cross Country 
The cross country teams at Ithaca also 

continue to do well.
Tim Lambrecht’s boys’ team was rebuilding 

after graduating five of the top runners last year 
from a squad that was a power. 

He has some runners at Lansing Community 
College this year.

“We’ve had a solid season,” he said. “We’ve 
focused on personal improvement. We wanted to 
be in the top half of the league. We were fourth.”

John Lambrecht, Coach Lambrecht’s son, and 
James O’Boyle were the top two runners for 
Ithaca.

The Ithaca girls have been ranked as high as 
fifth in the Division 3 polls.  A major highlight 
for coach Gene Lebron’s team was winning 
the Alma College Invitational. Courtney Allen 
placed second for Ithaca in 19:18 while Kurstin 
Kalisek was seventh in 20:01.

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Jay Puffpaff is coach of a St. Louis 
cross country team that won its first boys’ 
TVC West title in five years. The boys 
also won the all-county meet and the 
Scottie Classic.

“It’s been pretty good so far,” said 
Puffpaff, who hopes that his team will 
do well in the regional and have a strong 
presentation at the state final. “The guys 
have come a long way. Last year we 
finished fifth in the conference and ninth in the regional. 
We’ve improved a lot. We still have another step to go.”

Connor Pilmore has been the top runner for the Sharks. 
“He’s a kid who has worked extremely hard to get to where 
he is this year,” Puffpaff said. “A couple of years ago as a 
sophomore, he didn’t even break 19 minutes for us. Since 
then, he’s really bought into running and put all the work in 
the off-season. This last summer, he put in over 1,000 miles 
to put himself in a position to be extremely successful.”

Pilmore’s best time prior to the regionals was 16:56. 
“He has ran consistently as our No. 1,” Puffpaff 

said. “Colin Shaw has closed the gap up. [Pilmore] has 
consistently been No. 1 all year.”

Puffpaff has been impressed with the toughness that 
Pilmore shows as a runner, “and that comes from all the hard 
work and miles he put in during the off-season.”

Pilmore, a senior, is in his third season. 
He did not run as a freshman but was contacted by the 

coach to try out for the team.
At the end of his sophomore year, he was running 18:56. “I 

was just a mediocre runner, nothing special,” he  said. “This 
year, myself and the team have made great improvements. 
We have two guys under 17 minutes. Our third, fourth, and 
fifth guys all broke 18 minutes.”

“I’d like to be under 16:30 at the state meet,” he said. “I 
have to run well at regionals and keep my training up and 
have a good race at state. I really want to be all-state.”

Sharks CC solid

C. Pilmore

Ithaca proves fall not just for football

Geoff Mott
Sports Scene

The Freeland girls golf team 
is making itself at home at the 
state finals.

For the fifth time in six 
seasons, the Falcons golfed 
in the Division 4 state meet. 
They placed ninth at Bedford 
Valley Golf Course on 
October 18-19 with a two-
day team total of 780. The 
Falcons shot 388 on Friday 
and 392 on Saturday. Grosse 
Ile won the state title with 716 
while Powers Catholic 
finished third at 722.

Tori Argyle led the Falcons, 
firing 95 on Friday and 96 
on Saturday for 191. Lauren 
Guentert finished with 194, 
Kaitie Morrissey added 196, 
Janna Brown carded 199, and 
Caitlin Hohn finished with 
232.

“It’s been that consistency 
that has worked for us,” said 
coach Mike Ritt, whose team 
captured a sixth-straight Tri-
Valley Conference title in mid 
October.

Freeland qualified for 

the state meet with a third-
place finish at the regional 
tournament at Bay City 
Country Club, where it 
beat Frankenmuth by six 
strokes. Brown shot 86 and 
finished fifth overall for 
Freeland, while Morrissey 
shot 87 for sixth place.

The Falcons worked 
hard in the off-season to 
maintain their dominance in 
the conference. “I’ve got some 
girls who play tournaments 
over the summer and others 
who seek extra help,” Ritt 
said. “One girl’s family has a 
place in Petoskey, and she has 
help from a golf professional 
up there. Another plays on 
those nice courses up there by 
Suttons Bay. It doesn’t hurt 
playing golf up there. 

“A lot of the other girls 
get to play a lot around here. 
Tom Siegreen at Twin Oaks 
bends over backwards to give 
us time and allow the girls to 
come and play at a reduced 
rate in the summertime. To do 
that and have that opportunity 
and support from him is 
fantastic.”

Krissy Harmon has already qualified for the 
Division 2 girls’ swimming and diving state 
meet in five events.

The Bay City Western junior has personal 
goals of eclipsing the five-minute mark in the 
500-yard freestyle and improving on her third-
place finish in that event at last year’s state 
meet. A by-product of her quest to achieve 
those goals was the Swimmer of the Meet honor 
she received in late September’s Tri-Cities 
Swimming and Diving championships held at 
Saginaw Valley State University.

At that meet, Harmon won the 200 freestyle 
in 1:55.27 and the 500 freestyle in 5:07.13. She 

also helped the 400 freestyle relay to a runner-up 
finish and the 200 freestyle relay team to a fifth-
place finish.

Harmon wasn’t aware she was in the running 
for the honor after the meet. “I went to cool off 
after the meet, and somebody had to come and 
tell me,” she said afterward. “It’s pretty cool 
because I’ve never won it before.”

Harmon and her sister, senior Chelsea 
Harmon, join Malorie Owczarzak and Molly 
Grant on the state-qualifying 200 medley and 
400 freestyle relay teams. Krissy Harmon also 
qualified for the state meet in the 200 and 500 
freestyles and in the 100 backstroke.

Geoff Mott
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For the first time in six 
seasons, members of the Nouvel 
Catholic Central boys soccer 
team can call themselves district 
champions.

The Panthers started their 
surprise run with a 1-0 upset 
win over crosstown rival Valley 
Lutheran in the Division 4 
district opener. The Chargers 
were ranked No. 3 in Division 
4 in the final Michigan High 
School Soccer Coaches 
Association poll, while Nouvel 
entered the game with a 4-11-1 
record.

With a minute left before 
halftime, junior forward Logan 
Troester took a pass from Logan Rechsteiner off 
a cross from the left corner and deposited it in 
the Valley Lutheran net. Matt Gembrowski made 
six saves for the shutout against the Chargers, 
who beat Nouvel 3-1 in early October.

Nouvel went on to beat Alcona 3-0 in the 
district semifinal and then knocked off Saginaw 
Arts and Sciences Academy 3-0 for the title. 
Troester had three goals in the two games to lead 
the scoring, while Gembrowski didn’t allow a 
goal in the district.

“We had an amazing run there,” Nouvel coach 
Ryan Ellis said. “We only have three seniors, 

so we’ll be back next year. But it is going to be 
tough losing that senior leadership.”

Nouvel lost 2-0 to New Haven in the regional 
semifinal game. The Panthers allowed a goal 
in the fifth minute, and after narrowly missing 
a goal on James Fabiano’s header, the Rockets 
added another goal midway through the second 
half to put Nouvel away. The Panthers ended the 
season at 7-12-1.

“That’s a big game, and we had to play well 
and execute our gameplan,” Ellis said. “We 
gave up an easy goal early and we played from 
behind. We had opportunities, but just couldn’t 
capitalize.”

Freeland ninth at state

NCC ousted in regionals

Krissy Harmon leads BC  Western swimming

Left: The Nouvel boys soccer team won its first district 
championship in five seasons. Above: The Freeland girls 
golf team finished ninth at the D4 state state finals. (Randy 
Miniard and Scott Keyes Photos)
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Thank You
Helman’s Market

Home of the 
WORLD’s 

BEST BRATS!

from

122 E. Superior St. Alma, Michigan 48801

Monday - Thrusday: 8:00-5:30
Friday: 8:00-7:00 Saturday: 8:00-1:00

(989) 463-4891

989-681-6000
308 W. Washington, St. Louis

Monte Reichard
mreicha@fbinsmi.com
FarmBureauInsurance.com

Your local agent insures your
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989-681-6000
308 W. Washington, St. Louis

Monte Reichard
mreicha@fbinsmi.com
FarmBureauInsurance.com

Your local agent insures your

www.chippewacab.com

Available for All of Your Central & Northern Michigan Needs!
No Distance Too Far!

NEED A RIDE? WE CAN HELP! LIFT VAN AVAILABLE.

Casino Trips Ski Resorts Bar Runs
Senior Transport Party Vans Medical Transport
Airport Pick Up/Drop Off Weddings           Wine Tours In Traverse City
Airline Vouchers Accepted Corporate Accounts And Petoskey

24/7/365  •  800-298-7801

    Nearly 1,000 runners took to the Carson 
City course to showcase their skills, while 
gearing up for the Nov. 2 Michigan High School 
Athletic Association Cross Country finals held 
at Michigan International Speedway. This race 
gives runners a gauge on where they stand 
heading into the end of the season. 

AreA TeAMS CoMpeTe 
IN preSTIgIouS eveNT
AreA TeAMS CoMpeTe 
IN preSTIgIouS eveNT

Don Baese InvIte a staple 
In Carson-CIty CommunIty

Boys Gold Race Results
1. Grandville Calvin ............... 95
2. Hanover-Horton .............. 100
3. Charlevoix ....................... 110
4. Hemlock .......................... 130
5. St. Louis........................... 147
6. Pewamo-Westphalia ....... 153
7. Bath ................................ 188
8. Grand Rapids North ........ 196
9. Holland Black River ......... 203
10. Maple Valley ................... 235
11. Saranac  .......................... 282
12. Kent City ......................... 291
13. Ithaca .............................. 334
14. McBain ............................ 376
15. Morley-Stanwood ........... 394
16.	 Kalamazoo	Hackett ......... 413

Girls Gold Race Results
1. Grandville Calvin ............. 104
2. Ithaca .............................. 115
3.	 Kalamazoo	Hackett ......... 127
4. Pewamo-Westphalia ....... 141
5. St. Louis........................... 155
6. Hanover-Horton .............. 157
7. Bath ................................ 169
8. Carson City-Crystal .......... 193
9. Holland Black River ......... 196
10. Charlevoix ....................... 241
11. Kent City ......................... 284
12. Grand Rapids North... ..... 326
13. Saranac ........................... 327
14. Hemlock .......................... 352
15. McBain ............................ 386
16. Maple Valley ................... 433

Girls Green Race Results
1.	 Charlotte ........................... 67
2. Ludington .......................... 86
3. Cadillac ............................. 96
4. Leslie ............................... 127
5. Coopersville .................... 138
6. Fremont .......................... 141
7. Corunna .......................... 187
8. Ovid-Elsie ........................ 195
9. Portland .......................... 223
10. Newaygo ......................... 251
11. Howard City-Tri-Co .......... 273
12. Big Rapids ....................... 277
13. Grant ............................... 370

Boys Green Race Results
1. Corunna ............................ 58
2. Clare ................................ 110
3. Ludington ........................ 113
4. Fremont .......................... 114
5. Cadillac ........................... 177
6. Leslie ............................... 195
7. Newaygo ......................... 199
8.	 Charlotte ......................... 219
9. Alma ................................ 247
10. Big Rapids ....................... 249
11. Coopersville .................... 275
12. Durand ............................ 290
13. Ovid-Elsie ........................ 300
14. Grant ............................... 382
15. Portland .......................... 390
16. Farwell ............................ 415
17. Howard City-Tri-Co... ....... 434

Girls White Race Results
1. Grand Rapids Chris............ 45
2. Grand Rapids Fores... ........ 90
3. Forest Hills Eastern ......... 136
4. Davison ........................... 141
5. St Johns ........................... 158
6. Holt ................................. 177
7. Cedar Springs .................. 187
8. Ionia ................................ 192
9. Lowell.............................. 210
10.	 Hastings .......................... 229
11. Zeeland West .................. 251
12. Greenville ........................ 296
13. Owosso ........................... 315
14. Alpena ............................. 398

Boys White Race Results
1. Saginaw Heritage .............. 51
2. Grand Rapids Chris............ 58
3. Forest Hills Eastern ......... 126
4. Holt ................................. 130
5. Grand Rapids Fores... ...... 137
6. St Johns ........................... 156
7. Ionia ................................ 181
8. Zeeland West .................. 229
9. Owosso ........................... 255
10. Lowell.............................. 270
11. Alpena ............................. 270
12. Cedar Springs .................. 275
13.	 Hastings .......................... 276
14. Greenville ........................ 389

Girls Blue Race Results
1. Beal City ............................ 68
2. Bear Lake .......................... 70
3. Saugatuck.......................... 83
4. Montabella ..................... 120
5. Capital Homeschool ........ 153
6. Manton ........................... 164
7. Traverse City St. .............. 169
8. Mt. Pleasant Sacre... ....... 186
9. White Cloud .................... 230
10. St Philip Catholic... .......... 238
11. Vestaburg ........................ 304
12.	 Potterville ....................... 320
13. Hudsonville Freedo... ...... 335

Boys Blue Race Results
1. Saugatuck.......................... 71
2. Mt. Pleasant Sacre... ......... 72
3. Bear Lake .......................... 97
4. Fowler ............................. 132
5. Beal City .......................... 146
6. Capital Homeschool ........ 199
7.	 Potterville ....................... 199
8. Manton ........................... 208
9. White Cloud .................... 221
10. Montabella ..................... 240
11. St Patrick ......................... 267
12. Holton ............................. 294
13. Fulton .............................. 331
14. St Philip Catholic... .......... 370
15. Hudsonville Freedo... ...... 373
16. Bellevue .......................... 420

2013 Don Baese Results

Aaron Crites
Sales Representative 1960 Main St. Owosso

800-364-2868 989-725-2888
www.sigautogroup.com

E-Mail: acrites@signatureautogroup.com

PAULA ARNDT
BROKER OWNER
989-560-3000

OFFICE 989-775-3800
FAX 989-775-3400

PaulaArndt@gmail.com
www.weichertrealtorsbroadwayrealty.com

BROADWAY REALTY
614 E Broadway

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858

Weichert

Weichert
Realtors

,
®

BROADWAY REALTY

Gratiot County’s 
only Irish Pub

Homemade Food  
Take Out • Catered

223 N. Mill Street, St. Louis • 989-681-4160
www.theblueshamrockpub.com

Burgers,Wraps,Salads,Wings, 
Pizza and spirits for all the games!

6701 W. Grand River Hwy
Lansing, MI 48906
(517) 321-9331
Gregg Thompson
thompsong@tds.net

Save 10% 
On Your 
Repair!

Up to $100 savings applied to deductable or car rental with coupong. 1 per customer per repair.

See Us Today!

   Near 
Grand Ledge!

Good
Luck
All

Area 
Sports 
Teams
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All Your Home 
Improvement Needs

HOME 
IMPROVEMENTS

Certified Michigan Saves Contractor....
A+ Rating With The Better Business Bureau

0Zero Down, 
Zero Payments, 
Zero Interest
1 Full Year Same As Cash Or 

Payments On Any 
Home Improvement 

As Low As $29.00 A Month!

GUARANTEED
Best Products

& Lowest Prices!

1-877-367-4911
EnergyFirstHomeImprovements.com

2280 West Monroe Rd. Alma, MI 48801
989-681-3900

www.almamiauto.com

Our Prices 
Are Nicer At 

Alma Chrysler 
Jeep Dodge Ram!

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Western Michigan University is struggling at 0-8 
this season under new coach P.J. Fleck, but it’s still 
been memorable for two former area high school 
football standouts: Justin Currie of Big Rapids and 
Kyle Lark of Alma.

One of Western’s better games was the season 
opener, a 26-13 loss to Michigan State University. 
Lark, with four solo tackles and five assists, and 
Currie, with five solos and three assists, were among 
the Broncos’ top tacklers in a game that was not a sure 
thing for MSU.

After eight games, all of which have been started by 
both local players, they’re among the leaders on the 
team in tackles. Currie is No. 2 with 41 solos and 30 
assists for 71 tackles while Lark is No. 3 with 26 solos 
and 42 assists for 68 tackles.

Currie won’t soon forget the MSU game. “That 
was a good one,” he said. “Our defense played tough 
against a Big Ten school. We played tough and made 
some good plays. We did some good things.”

“We’ve played in a lot of great environments, but 
I’d say that Michigan State game, starting a new era of 
Bronco football [was a highlight]. It’s special to play 
in East Lansing,” Lark said.

Currie regrets that the Broncos haven’t been 
winning but says he’s enjoyed his time with Western’s 
seniors this fall. “I’ve worked hard with them before 
their time is up. We’ve had some tough times, but we 
keep fighting. We keep working hard. That’s one thing 
about our team, we don’t give up.”

It’s the 6’2”, 204-pound junior strong safety’s 
second year as a starter. Last year, he was second 
team all-MAC and the Broncos’ outstanding defensive 
player of the year. He had a career-high 15 tackles 
against University of Toledo. His freshman season in 
2011 was highlighted by 24 tackles.

“I think I have pretty good range getting back in 
coverage,” Currie said, adding that he’s been able to 
help his defense in other areas, including key tackles 
and keeping an eye on the quarterback. “Coach has 
talked about attacking in everything you do. We want 
to put our hands down and attack in every thing we do. 
There’s four games left and hopefully we’ll go out and 

win some of those.”
When the season ends, Currie will start preparing 

for what he hopes will be a memorable senior season. 
When he played for Big Rapids, he was ranked 128th 
among safeties by Scout.Com and was a first-team all-
conference standout.

“Going out and playing football is exciting in 
itself,” Currie said.

Lark, a 6’0”, 230-pound middle linebacker from 
Alma, had his first career start with a career high 
six tackles against University of Massachusetts last 
season. He didn’t see game action in 2011. A fifth-
year senior, he was an all-stater in 2008 and 
played for his dad, former Alma coach 
Randy Lark, in high school.

Lark said he’s become more of a 
vocal leader at Western this season. 
“With leadership comes confidence. 
With confidence comes better play on 
the field. I’ve been more comfortable with 
experience.”

Lark feels that the Bronco defense has been 
solid throughout the season. “There’s a couple 
of mishaps here or there,” he said. “We’ve 
had games that have kind of slipped away. 
We’re looking for that special four-quarter 
60-minute game.” 

Lark has been a quarterback of sorts 
on defense as a middle linebacker for the 
Broncos. He also played that position in high 
school.

Both Currie and Lark played for solid 
prep programs, but “[n]othing can really 
prepare you for the college game,” Lark 
said. “One thing it provided for me was 
mental and physical toughness.”

His junior year, Alma was 11-1, losing to Marine 
City in the state semifinal.

His dad comes to his games.
“He’s been an unbelievable supporter, he and my 

mom,” Lark said.
He’ll always relish his decision to go to Western. 

“It’s a dream come true,” Lark said. “I love 
Kalamazoo and I love Western Michigan. We’ve 
played in some of the biggest venues across the 
nation. It’s a program that cares about you. It’s been 
unbelievable.”

Lark, Currie making impact at WMU

Former Alma graduate Kyle Lark has been a defensive 
standout for the Broncos this season. (Submitted Photo)

Former Ithaca High School offensive coordinator Mike Holes has the Ionia 
football program back in the playoffs for the first time since 2007. Holes has 
guided Ionia to a 7-2 regular season in 2013. (Randy Miniard Photo)

Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

Thanks to an improvement in the 
overall strength of the team and to a 
high-scoring offense, the Ionia football 
team enjoyed its best regular season in 
almost 10 years.

After qualifying for the playoffs 
every year from 2002 through 2006, 
the Bulldogs hit a stretch of below .500 
seasons beginning in 2007. This year’s 
Bulldog team snapped that string in 
a big way. Not only did the Bulldogs 
qualify for the playoffs and turn in a 
winning season, but they finished with 
a 7-2 overall record.

Ionia started the 2013 season with a 
flurry by winning its first three games. 
The Bulldogs scored 125 points in the 
three wins, as they put up 34 points 
in the opener against Alma and then 
came back with 46 points in week two 
against Columbia Central and 45 points 
in a week three win against Owosso.

The fast start and strong finish 
continued the steady progress that 
Ionia has made under coach Mike 
Holes, who took over the program in 
2011 after serving as Ithaca’s offensive 
coordinator in 2010.

“The biggest reason for our 
improvement is our strength level,” 
Holes said. “I teach physical education, 
and I have a number of weightlifting 

classes. Our strength level has gone up 
the past three years, and our current 
juniors and seniors have been a part of 
it for three years, and it is really paying 
off now.”

Holes also points to the leadership of 
a senior class that is small in number 
but big on leadership. “Another big 
thing is our good senior leadership 
that we have,” Holes said. “Eric Spohr  
(guard/linebacker) has been a great 
senior leader for us.”

A veteran offensive line has also been 
key to the production of the offense. 
“We’ve had pretty good play from our 
offensive line,” Holes said. “They have 
definitely been a big improvement this 
year. We have a lot of returning starters 
on our offensive line.”

Ionia’s offense has a number of key 
players at the skill positions, also. 
Quarterback Austin Gregory averaged 
over 300 yards of total offense during 
the first three games this season. Junior 
running back Kyle Parks scored six 
touchdowns in the first three games and 
is a big, powerful running back who 
is tough to bring down. Senior wide 
receiver Colin Prominsky totaled over 
350 yards receiving and caught three 
touchdown passes in the first three 
games.

“Offensively, a lot of things are 
clicking for us,” Holes said. “We have 
been pretty efficient and effective on 
offense.”

Former Ithaca assistant Mike 
Holes has Ionia back in playoffs 

after 7-2 regular season
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Your Family Fun & Entertainment Center
Open/League/Cosmic Bowling, Parties, Arcade, Proshop

Val’s - Dine In, Carryout Delivery
CB’s Hot Spot - Sports Viewing, Pool, Weekend Bands/DJs

989-725-7717 989-725-VALS (8257)

219 S. Washington St. Owosso, MI 48867 capitolbowl@yahoo.com

www.capitolbowl.net        Become a Facebook Fand Today!

MUFFLER MAN
(989) 643-7204

Small Town Prices
Big Town Service

Al Corder
Manager

Mon-Fri 8-6 P.M. 
Sat 8-3 P.M.

145 E. Saginaw • Merrill, MI 48637 DAVID RAYBURN

308 Gratiot Avenue  
Alma, Michigan 48801
www.rpccpas.com  

Ph. (989) 463-6123
Fax (989) 463-4055

e-mail: dave.rayburn@rpccpas.com

Pat’s Auto, Inc.
“Quality Of Our Work Guaranteed”

Spraybake Booths

Phone (989) 681-5334
FAX # (989) 681-3855

1501 West Monroe Rd. (M-46)
Saint Louis, MI 48880

www.patsautoinc.com

Complete Collision Repair • Serving Gratiot County Since 1982

Sports Scenes Is Behind The “Scenes” 
During Local Homecoming Festivities

Fun, Pride And A 
Little Football

Submitted Photos / Staff Photos

Saginaw Arthur Hill, 
Saginaw High, Freeland, Heritage, 
Ithaca, Valley Lutheran, St. Louis 

and DeWitt High Schools all showed 
their school spirit while crowning 
their kings and queens...Thanks 

again for your support...

JIM NAVARRE Supporting Gratiot County’s Youth
for Over 25 Years!

Central Michigan’s Fastest Growing Ford
and Lincoln Mercury Dealership

- Our Hard Working Sales Staff.
Bob Bechill    Jim Britting    Tom Wesolek    TJ Hodges

M-46 • Alma • Between Alma & St. Louis • (989) 681-5776 • www.jimnavarreford.com
We Service What We Sell, Just Ask Our Many Satisfied Customers!!! 

www.laclair.com

FINDNEW ROADS
TM

12709 W. Brady Rd. Chesaning • 989-845-3057

Your Winning Team in Chesaning
Jeff Flory
New Car 
Sales Manager

Kurt 
Nichols
Sales

Dave 
Sanders
Sales

Bob
Bovee
Sales
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“Our Winning Team to Yours”   See One of our Sales Leaders today!!

www.krapohlford.comVisit Our Website for Entire Inventory:MT. PLEASANT   772-2991 • 1-800-772-5974

KRAPOHL

STAN
MILLER

44 Years Experience
23 Years at Krapohl’s

JEREMY 
SKELTON

21 Years Experience
6 Years at Krapohl’s

CHERYL
WEEKLEY

26 Years Experience
23 Years at Krapohl’s

RICK
O’SHAY

37 Years Experience
7 Years at Krapohl’s

BOB 
MIHALYFI

35 Years Experience
22 Years at Krapohl’s

JAMES
YUN

7 Years Experience
4 Years at Krapohl’s

Jeremy
Haskel

Sales Associate
1 Year at Krapohl’s

Bob 
Yost

Sales Associate
25 Years Experience

63 Years Strong!

Since 1925.

Lindsay Soft Water Co.

KEVIN EAREGOOD

1209 Michigan Ave. P.O. Box 401
St. Louis, MI 48880 Gladwin, MI 48624

(989) 681•5436 (989) 426•4220
1•800•244•3464 Cell (989) 429•6576
www.ecowater.com
E-mail:  waterboy@cmsinter.net

Certified Water Specialist

Simmet  Insurance  Agency
Since  1920

“Protection  For  You  &  Yours”

Agents:
Bradley M. Simmet
Cinday L. Watson
Autumn Robbe

117 West Center
Ithaca, MI  48847

Ph.  (989) 875-3580

314 W. Broomfield, next to 7-11 
Mt. Pleasant • 989-779-2727

Dine In 
Or Take OutRestauRant

BEST ORANGE CHICKEN 
IN TOWN!!!

Jeff Chaney
Sports Scene

LOWELL, MI – Noel Dean never takes 
sole credit for his great accomplishments. He 
preaches to his Lowell football teams that it’s all 
about team.

On Friday, Oct. 25, Dean celebrated his 200th 
career coaching win, when his Red Arrows 
beat Jenison 49-7. It’s a great accomplishment, 
considering Dean has accumulated 200 wins and 
is only 45 years old.

His record in coaching stints at  Bendle and 
Lowell is 200-58.

He acknowledges that getting those 200 wins 
took a lot of help. “You have to have a lot of 
good people to have a successful program,” 
Dean said after his team’s win against Jenison. 
“Then you have to let them do what they do.”

Dean has done that with a long list of great 
players like Mark Catlin, Keith Nichol, Gabe 
Dean, Mike Koster, and Kyler Shurlow.

And he has also done that with his coaching 
staff, which this year includes Phil Christensen, 
Mike Curtis, Matt Dood, Jerry Goosen, Jacob 
Henige, Keith Houston, Bill Ingraham, Jason 
Katt, Tom Kaywood, Brian Krajewski, 
Rob McCormick, Juston Miller, and Mark 
Russell.

“I am fortunate to have had great players, 
two great communities, and great support 
staffs,” Dean said. “It’s not just me.”

This year’s team is cut out of the same 
mold as all of Dean’s teams – disciplined, 
tough, and athletic.

The Red Arrows accrued several signature 
wins on their way to 9-0, including victories 
over Muskegon, East Grand Rapids, and 

Grand Rapids Christian, the last two coming in 
overtime.

This week the playoffs start, and Dean 
and Lowell are used to making deep 
playoff runs. The Red Arrows have qualified for 
15 straight playoff appearances, and in that time, 
they have two runner-up finishes and three state 
titles.

“Now we have to live up to stuff, maybe 
unrealistic stuff,” Dean said. “But that’s good, 
because you want your program to have a high 
bar. Now we transition into a new season, and 
that is always exciting around here.”

And now he is on his way to win 300, and 
possibly beyond.

How long will Dean keep coaching, and will 
Lowell keep winning?

“I just heard that [Farmington Harrison coach] 
John Herrington won his 400th, and I think he 
is 72 years old,” Dean said. “He’s a great friend 
of mine, and I don’t know if I will have that 
kind of longevity. I never imagined what I’ve 
accomplished so far. This [winning 200] has far 
exceeded my expectations.”

Noel Dean just wins

The Lowell 
football team 
capped another 
undefeated 
regular season 
and now turns 
its attention to 
making a return 
trip to Ford 
Field. (Randy 
Miniard Photio)

DIVISION 1
The favorite: Detroit Cass Technical
The contenders: Dakota, Clarkston, 

Detroit Catholic Central
Area teams to watch: Rockford, 

Carman-Ainsworth, Grand Blanc
As always, Rockford will be a major 

player and is capable of a deep playoff 
run. The Rams have been battling injuries 
this year but have a solid defense led by 
the dynamic linebacking tandem of Brent 
Showers and Randy Garvin. Grand Blanc 
has another potent offense this season, 
while Carman-Ainsworth is a talented 
squad. Look for the Bobcats or Cavaliers 
to make it to the regional final.

HSSS pick: Cass Tech over Clarkston
DIVISION 2

The favorite: Brother Rice
The contenders: Lowell, Muskegon
Area teams to watch: Lowell, Midland, 

Midland Dow, Fenton
This is a typical Lowell team: deep, 

strong, smart, and physical. Midland is 
poised for a deep run behind quarterback 
Tanner Gross, while Will Williams 
provides a threat out of the backfield. Dow 
has a potent offense of its own, led by 
quarterback Brennan Miller and running 
back Caleb Richard.

HSSS pick: Brother Rice over Lowell
DIVISION 3

The favorite: Grand Rapids Christian
The contenders: DeWitt, Zeeland West, 

Milan
Area teams to watch: DeWitt, Mt. 

Pleasant, Mason, Ionia
DeWitt is led by junior quarterback 

Jacob Johnson, a dual-threat, and wideout 
Christopher Ruby, a pass-catching machine 
who set a school record with 231 receiving 
yards against Owosso this season. Mt. 
Pleasant is led by quarterback Robert 
Backus along with the running of Michael 
Tweh. Ionia has a high-octane offense and 
could meet Mt. Pleasant in the second 
round.

HSSS pick: Grand Rapids Christian 
over DeWitt  

DIVISION 4
The favorite: Grand Rapids South 

Christian
The contenders: Swan Valley, 

Comstock Park, Paw Paw, Cadillac

Area teams to watch: Swan Valley, 
Lansing Sexton, Corunna, Garber

Swan Valley turned in a perfect regular 
season paced by record-setting junior 
running back Alex Grace. Sexton has a 
young team full of talented athletes with 
speed to burn. 

HSSS pick: Grand Rapids South 
Christian over Lansing Sexton

DIVISION 5
The favorite: Menominee
The contenders: Lumen Christi 

Catholic, Portland, Oakridge, Reed City, 
Marine City

Area teams to watch: Portland, Reed 
City, Frankenmuth, Ovid-Elsie, Freeland, 
Millington

The rebuilding project went well for 
Portland this season, as the Raiders reeled 
off seven straight wins before falling to 
DeWitt in Week 8. Reed City features a 
punishing ground game. Frankenmuth is 
led by running back Brian Stearns and 

quarterback Nick Volk.
HSSS pick: Menominee over Lumen 

Christi
DIVISION 6

The favorite: Ithaca
The contenders: Shelby, Clinton, 

Michigan Center, Grass Lake
Area teams to watch: Ithaca, Montrose, 

Beecher, Nouvel Catholic Central, 
Lakeview, Meridian

The Yellowjackets are going for a fourth 
consecutive state title and are primed to 
do it. Senior quarterback Travis Smith has 
put together a monster year by completing 
over 80% of his passes for over 1,600 
yards and 23 touchdown passes. Ithaca’s 
biggest test of the postseason should come 
in the semifinals, where it could meet 
Montrose or Nouvel Catholic Central. 
Montrose has a big-play offense of its 
own, with quarterback Riley Warren 
filling the air with footballs and Malik 
Taylor stretching defenses. Nouvel has 
most of its injured players back and is 
capable of a deep playoff run. Lakeview 
is in the playoffs for the first time since 
2006. Running back Garrett Cavendish is 
very productive, while Nate Shurlow is an 
efficient passer.

HSSS pick: Ithaca over Michigan 
Center

Football Playoff Preview 2013...Is Ithaca primed to win N0. 4?

DIVISION 7
The favorite: Loyola
The contenders: Ishpeming, 

Pewamo-Westphalia, Saugatuck. 
Hudson, Harbor Beach

Area teams to watch: Pewamo-
Westphalia, Carson City-Crystal, 
Bath

Pewamo-Westphalia reeled off 
eight wins to start the season before 
falling to New Lohrop in Week 9. 
Carson-City Crystal went 9-0 for 
the first time in school history and 
is looking to keep things rolling in 
the playoffs. 

HSSS pick: Ishpeming over 
Loyola

DIVISION 8
The favorite: Mendon.
The contenders: Beal City, New 

Lothrop, Forest Park

Area teams to watch: Beal City, 
New Lothrop, Fowler, Sacred Heart 
Academy

Beal City has been scoring points 
in bunches this season. It can attack 
in a number of ways with talented 
running backs like Ty Rollin and 
Hayden Huber and quarterback 
Kurt Gross, who is a huge threat 
in the passing game. New Lothrop 
has also been pouring on the points 
and winning by big margins.  It can 
also strike in a variety of ways led 
by junior quarterback Ben Muron, 
running back Taylor Krupp, and 
receiver Amari Coleman. Fowler 
has another strong ground game 
led by junior running back Austin 
Cook.

HSSS pick: Mendon over Beal 
City    

Far Left: The 
Fulton football 
team squeaked 
into the playoffs 
with a 5-4 
record. Bottom 
Left: The P-W 
football team 
finished the 
season 8-1 
with its only 
loss coming to 
New Lothrop. 
Left: Saginaw 
Nouvel bumped 
up to Division 
6 this season. 
Far Right: After 
losing to DeWitt 
opening night 
Mt. Pleasant 
has won eight 
straight entering 
the playoffs 
(Staff Photos)

Brother Rice is on a 
collision course to 
reach the D2 finals 
and win it for the third 
straight season. (Scott 
Keyes Photo)
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