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PublIShEr’S NOTE
Hello sports fans, it’s another great day here at 

High School Sports Scene Magazine.
After a sunny and hot summer, it’s time for 

some football!!!!
It may still seem like beach, golf course and 

backyard bar-b-q season, but high school foot-
ball is right around the corner and what a great 
season it should be!

The area is loaded with outstanding teams, 
coaches and players this year. An outstanding 
group of seniors returns including several tal-
ented performers who will treat area fans to 
some great performances before heading off 
to play Division 1 college football next sea-
son. Players like Alex VanSumeren, of Essex-
ville-Garber, Tommy McIntosh and Tyer Holtz 
of DeWitt, Malachi Davis of Holt and Eli Har-
ber of Montrose are some of the super area 
standouts that will be showcasing their talents 
this season before heading off to schools in the 
Big Ten, SEC, ACC and Ivy League.

Along with the outstanding players are some 
great looking teams that will be chasing state 
titles this fall. Defending Division 3 state cham-
pion DeWitt gave fans some life-long memories 
last season and with a wealth of talent back an 
encore presentation may be in store.

New Lothrop won the Division 7 state title last 
year and the Hornets are determined to make it 
back to Ford Field again this season. Teams like 
Rockford, Pewamo-Westphalia, Lansing Cath-
olic, East Lansing, Williamston, Montrose and 
Clare are awash in talent and will make deep 
state tournament runs as well.

Check out this year’s High School Sports 
Scene football preview edition to catch up on 
all the teams and players getting ready to kick 
off another exciting football season and keep an 
eye out for our previews of the sports that are 
taking place this fall across the middle of Mich-
igan.

A big thank you to all our advertisers and 
sponsors, without you there would be no High 
School Sports Scene Magazine.

See you at the games!
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The 2020 football season was 
a memorable one for the DeWitt 
football team as the Panthers 
cleared every hurdle in their path 
and won a first-ever state champi-
onship. With several key players 
from that squad returning, the 
stage is set for even more fun this 
fall.

“We are super excited,” said 
DeWitt coach Rob Zimmerman. 
“We have a lot of our key guys back 
and we continue to get better. “We 
are excited about the opportunity 
to make another run this year.”

The play of quarterback Tyler 
Holtz was a big reason for DeWitt’s 
success last year and the talented 
signal caller is back for his senior 

season. The Division 3-4 Player 
of the Year last season, Holtz is a 
pin-point passer with great wheels 
who has committed to playing his 
college football at Brown Universi-
ty of the Ivy League.

“Tyler in my opinion is without 
question the best quarterback in 
the state,” Zimmerman said.

Holtz has an outstanding target 
to throw to in senior wide receiver 
Tommy McIntosh (6-5, 210). A 
returning all-state player who has 
committed to Wisconsin, McIn-
tosh is a dynamic blend of size and 
speed who is a matchup nightmare 
for opposing defensive backs.

Senior Nick Flegler is another 
college talent. A slotback with good 
speed and hands, Flegler has com-
mitted to Air Force. Senior Bryce 

Debri (5-11, 215) is a three-year 
veteran who can play running back 
or slot back.

Those skill players enter the 
season in top form after winning 
titles at four different 7-on-7 pass-
ing tournaments over the summer 
against some of the premier teams 
in the entire state like West Bloom-
field, Belleville and Davison. 

Paving the way for DeWitt’s 
myriad of skill players is a col-
lege-sized offensive line. Trevor 
Dennis (6-6, 265) returns to pave 
the way along with senior guard 
Tyler Nordmann (6-7, 315). Junior 
Matthew Neff (6-4, 270) steps in at 
center with fellow junior Broden 
Schafer (6-6, 270) stepping in at 
tackle.

“This is the biggest offensive line 
in my 23 years coaching,” Zimmer-
man said. 

While the defense does not have 
the number of returnees that the 
offense has, the Panthers will still 
be difficult to move the ball on. 
Flegler is a three-year veteran at 
strong safety while McIntosh is 

back at free safety. Debri returns 
at linebacker while senior Jaden 
Hall (5-11, 210) returns along the 
defensive line. Junior Blake Haller 
is a versatile defender who plays a 
hybrid defensive back/linebacker 
spot. Senior linebacker JJ Hoffman 
and junior defensive back Trent 

Brandell will play increased roles 
this season.

“We are really excited again 
about out season,” Zimmerman 
said. “A lot of things have to go 
right, but we are excited about our 
potential.”

Butch Harmon 
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One of the premier pass catchers 
in the state, DeWitt senior Tommy 
McIntosh is primed for a big 
season before taking his talents to 
the Big Ten.

A first-team, all-state selection 
last year after helping DeWitt claim 
the Division 3 state championship, 
McIntosh has had a busy offseason. 
McIntosh was one of the most 
widely recruited players in the state 
following the conclusion of the 
high school season. With numer-

ous offers from Division 1 school 
across the country, McIntosh 
whittled his list down to Wiscon-
sin, Texas, Indiana and Iowa before 
committing to Wisconsin.

“The recruiting process was 
really long,” McIntosh said. “When 
I visited Wisconsin it really opened 
my eyes and it felt like home. It 
was the place I felt like I wanted 
to spend the next four years of my 
life at. The education, the coaching 
staff, it all meshed together as the 
perfect spot.”

With his blend of size, speed 

and athletic ability, along with 
being a standout in the classroom, 
McIntosh was a valued recruit by 
many schools.

“Texas actually had Tommy at 
the top of the list at his position on 
their recruiting board,” said DeWitt 
coach Rob Zimmerman. “Tommy 
has gotten bigger, stronger and 
faster during the offseason. He’s up 
from 190 pounds to 205 pounds. 
He’s not only stronger but he’s also 
faster. He was running 4.4 in the 
40-yard dash multiple times this 
spring.”

With quarter-
back Tyler Holtz, 
who is heading to 
Brown University 
also back, the De-
Witt passing game 
is poised for anoth-
er record-setting 
season this fall.

“We’re feeling 
very confident,” 
McIntosh said. “We 
have a lot of juniors 
up on the team 
who are fitting into 
their roles and po-
sitions on the team 
along with a lot of 
returning guys. We 
starting to take shape 
and come together. 
We have big dreams and big goals 
this year but it will take a lot of 
hard work and giving 100 percent 

at practice every day. We are just 
taking things one day at a time and 
one game at a time.”  

Talented Returning Players 
Has DeWitt Football Poised 
For Exciting Encore

McIntosh Set For Big Year At
DeWitt Before Heading To The
Big Ten And Wisconsin
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DeWitt all-stater Tommy McIntosh will be 
attending the University of Wisconsin next 

season.

Senior lineman Tyler Nordmann returns to anchor the offensive line 
for defending state champion DeWitt.
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The East Lansing football 
team is coming off its second 
trip to the regional finals in 
the past four years and with 
plenty of veterans returning, 
the Trojans are poised to go 
even further come playoff 
time.

East Lansing compiled 
an 8-1 record last season 
with the lone loss coming 
against eventual Division 2 
state champion Muskegon 
Mona Shores by a 24-21 in 
the regional finals. Plenty of 
talent returns and a number 
of promising young players 
are also on hand having the 
Trojans excited about the 
season.

“We have some key 

returning people who have 
that experience,” said East 
Lansing coach Bill Feraco. 
“We have some spots that 
need to be filled and both 
of our lines have to come 
together. We have some good 
athletes so we think we have 
a pretty good chance to be 
successful.”   

On offense, the Trojans 
return Central Michigan 
University commit Am-
brose Wilson (5-11, 190) 
who steps in at quarterback. 
East Lansing has a talented 
running back corps led 
by senior standout Asher 
Gregory (5-7, 165) along 
with junior Kanye Jackson. 
Brevin Jackson is a versatile 
athlete that bolsters the wide 
receiver corps and can also 
step in at quarterback. The 

Trojans are deep at receiver 
with senior Mason Woods 
and junior Evan Boyd 
providing big-play capability. 
Junior Dorijan Jackson is 
another option in a loaded 
wideout group. Carmelo 
Works provides good skills 
at tight end.

Up front, the Trojans 
return a strong foundation 
with senior tackle Ethan 
DeWitt (6-4, 300) and Roque 
Martinez. The line has plenty 
of upside in junior Hayden 
Healey, Seanpaul Johns (6-2, 
280), junior Luke Foster 
(5-10, 215) and sophomore 
tackle Javon Thomas. 

The East Lansing defense 
boasts a solid secondary with 
Brevin Jackson and Wilson 
at safety and Woods return-

ing at cornerback. Senior 
Jaden Patterson looks strong 
at the other cornerback. 
Standout sophomore Don-
ovan Patterson (6-0, 160) 
will also make an impact in 
the secondary. Works and 
Kanye are a pair of mobile 
linebackers that cover plenty 
of ground. DeWitt returns 
to anchor the defensive line. 
Healey and Johns add more 
size and strength to the 
defensive front.    

East Lansing also has 
the luxury of one of the top 
punters in the state in Evan 
Sunderman. A returning 
all-state punter, Sunderman 
averaged 43.8 yards per punt 
last year who has outstand-
ing hang-time on his punts 
and great accuracy.

David Cook 
Sports Scene 

Led by an outstanding senior 
class, the Williamston football 
team reached the semifinals for 
the second time in three years last 
season. This year, the current group 
of seniors is determined to carry 
on that legacy.

The Hornets turned in a 9-2 
record last season before falling 
to Detroit Country Day in the 
Division 4 state semifinals. Several 
starters return from that squad and 
a number of other players gained 
valuable experience during the 
playoff run.

“We feel very good about this 
season,” said Williamston coach 
Steve Kersten. “We brought up a 
lot of kid for the playoffs and they 
played some meaningful minutes. 
They got a lot of experience and 

got the experience of playing in a 
state semifinal game.”

Senior linebacker/H back Zach 
Painter (6-2, 215) leads the list of 
returnees.

“Zach is an inside linebacker on 
defense and H back/tight end on 
offense for us,” Kersten said. “He is 
the heart and soul of our team. He’s 
getting looks from Division 2 and 
small Division 1 schools.”

The Hornets will have a new 
quarterback for the first time in 
three years. Junior Alex Petersburg 
(6-2, 195) is looking to step in 
behind center. Petersburg is a du-
al-threat quarterback with a strong 
arm and good mobility.

Senior Austin Davis is a running 
back with good vision and quick-
ness who is stepping into the lead 
role at running back. The Hornets 
have a solid group of receivers led 

by seniors Jackson Newman (6-3, 
195) and Austin Stump. 

Senior tackle Owen Denk and 
senior guard Preston Carpenter 
return to anchor what should be a 
solid offensive line.

“We graduated a lot of guys on 
the offensive side, but the pieces 
are starting to come together,” 
Kersten said.

On defense, Painter returns 
to lead an outstanding group of 
linebackers that includes all four 
starters. Senior Coline Dewane 
started from midseason on last 
year while Joey Mahaney started 
as a sophomore. Jackson Newman 
rounds out the starting linebacker 
corps.

The secondary returns standout 
cornerback Spencer Feig 6-1, 165) 
who is an excellent cover corner. 
Feig will also see time on offense at 

slotback. 
The defensive line graduated 

all four starters but has some 
promising players ready to step 
up. Connor Bishop (6-0, 200) will 
make an impact while Joey Bennett 
will contribute on both sides of the 

line.
“The expectations are high,” 

Kersten said. “These kids got a taste 
of it last year and they know what 
it takes. We had great senior lead-
ership last year and these seniors 
want to continue that.”      

East Lansing Aiming To Continue 
Winning Ways This Season

Williamston Seniors Determined To Carry 
On Tradition Of Post-Season Success

Senior running back Asher Gregory is a threat to take to 
take it to the house every time he touches the football.

Williamston is looking to build on last season’s success 
when the Hornets reached the state semifinals.
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A complete rebuild is in the 
works at Okemos this season. Not 
only does the team have a new 
coaching staff, but half the squad 
left or transferred after the previ-

ous head coach resigned.
Brad Lilly, who has coached in 

the Okemos system the past four 
years, takes over the reigns of the 
program and is focusing on build-
ing the program.

“We’re focused on growing 
the Okemos 
football family 
and invite the 
entire commu-
nity to take 
ownership in 
the pro-
gram,” Lilly 
said. “We’re 
improving 
every aspect of 
the program 
and seeking to 
build stronger 
relationships 
between our 

players, coaches, parents, alumni 
and administrators. Our players 
have been putting in hard work in 
the classroom, weight room and 
on the field and we’re hopeful that 
will translate into victories on the 
scoreboard for them this year.”

Okemos is building this year’s 
squad around a core of returning 
players. Veteran running back 
Chais Williams (5-9, 170) is a tal-
ented ball carrier who will look for 
running room behind a line led by 
veteran linemen Aiden Godby (6-
0, 245) and Cameron Wuycheck. 

Several veterans return to 
anchor the defense. Defensive end 
Emeka Okwereogu (6-3, 245) is 
a quick, aggressive player off the 
edge capable of making plays for 
negative yardage. Larry King III 
and Carlos Trevino also return to 
the defensive front.

Miles Bell, Larry Ansari 
and Teal’c Robinson are a 
trio of experienced line-
backers that are making an 
impact. 

Blending in with the 
veterans are a large group of new-
comers that offer plenty of upside. 
Ethan Barker and Colton Roach 
are in the mix at quarterback. Ryan 
Davis, Shron Nathan and Carlton 
Pierce give the passing game some 
promising targets at wide receiver. 
Rajbir Singh adds to the depth 
at running back. Elijah Porter, 
Robert Bledden Matt Trevino and 
Aidan Johnson are newcomers 
to watch along the offensive line 
with Zachary Barker adding to 
the depth along the defensive line. 
Braeden Vrane and Francesco 
Casagrande give the team more 
depth at linebacker. Okemos also 
has an outstanding kicker in Trent 
Amundsen with Tyler Kliewer 
handling the punting duties.

“Our offensive line will be a 
team strength,” Lilly said. “The key 

to a successful season for us will 
be staying healthy and being well 
conditioned.” 

Having a dedicated group of 
players to build around is a major 
plus for the team.

“Nearly half of the varsity team 
left or transferred prior to and in 
the days after our previous head 
coach resigned,” Lilly said. “We’ve 
spent the past weeks picking up the 
pieces and putting the team back 
together. These players have faced 
one of the most restrictive COVID 
policies in the area and have fought 
long and hard through adversity 
just to have a season. Together 
with the record of last year, the 
fact that many of their teammates 
and coaches bailed on them right 
before the season, and with the 
school mascot in a state of flux, 
we are especially honored to stand 
with these young men as they draw 
a line in the sand and fight for the 
game they love. The greatest game 
on Earth in our opinion, football.” 

Butch Harmon 
Sports Scene 

Mason has won back-to-back CAAC 
Red league titles and finished with 
perfect league records the past two years. 
Graduation hit the Bulldogs hard but the 
squad has a core of players determined 
to continue the winning tradition in the 
league.

Mason compiled an 8-1 overall record 
last spring with the lone loss coming in 
the district finals to eventual Division 5 
state champion Dewitt.

This year’s squad looks to have a solid 
ground game led by tailbacks AJ Martel 
(5-9, 165 sophomore) and Ethan Ettinger 

(6-0, 176 junior). Martel earned honor-
able-mention, all-conference honors last 
season. Senior guard Connor William-
son (6-2, 240) and tackle Brett Showers 
are a pair of returning all-conference 
players that anchor the offensive line.

A trio of starters return to lead the 
defense. Williamson lines up along the 
defensive front with senior defensive 
tackle Hunter Lott while senior Landon 
Warren returns at cornerback.

Sophomore Derek Badgley, an all-
state wrestler at 171 pounds last season, 
gained experience as a freshman. Senior 
Alex Bushey is another veteran returnee 
who is in the mix for the quarterback 

spot. Senior Landon Peiffer (6-2, 215) 
also returns at running back and line-
backer.

Newcomers looking to play key roles 
include Adam Gonzales, Justice Mataya, 
Colin Page, Kaleb Parrish, Malik Popp 
and Nick Wells. 

“We are a young team but very talent-
ed,” said Mason coach Gary Houghton. 
“Our team strengths this season will be 
our offensive and defensive lines and 
our backfield. How quickly we learn and 
apply our skills will determine the level 
of success. We will have to get off to a 
great start and learn quickly.”    

Rebuilding The Program Is The Name Of The 
Game For Okemos Football This Season

Young Mason Squad Determined 
To Extend League Title Streak

Mason sophomore running back AJ Martel returns after 
earning all-conference honors last season.

Okemos defensive end Emeka Okwereogu returns 
to give Okemos a big-play performer on the edge 
who can get to the quarterback in a hurry.
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DEFENSE A STRENGTH 
FOR LANSING CATHOLIC
Despite dealing with problems 
created by the Covid 19 virus, 
Lansing Catholic was able to reach 
the Division 5 state semifinals.
With a large group of talented 
players returning, the Cougars are 
positioned for another big season. 
Senior standout Bo Poljan (6-3, 
235) is a talented athlete on both 
sides of the ball who earned all-state 
honors last season. Poljan totaled 
75 tackles on defense last season. 
Senior Alex Watters is a returning 
all-state defensive back. A running 
back and receiver on offense, Watters 
provides big plays on both sides of 
the field and on special teams for the 
Cougars. Last season Watters totaled 
three interceptions on defense, 
returned five kicks or punts for 
touchdowns and caught 26 passes for 
495 yards and five touchdowns.
Senior defensive end Mason 
Knippen (6-3, 210) is another impact 
player that returns to the defense.
On offense, the return of junior 
quarterback Joey Baker gives 

provides the team with a productive 
passing game. Baker is also a threat 
to run and pick up yardage. Junior 
Brandon Lewis returns after earning 
all-conference honors. A wide 
receiver and defensive back, Lewis 
has 4.4 speed in the 40-yard dash 
and can take the top off opposing 
secondaries. Johan Richards is a 
returning all-conference lineman.  

PEWAMO-WESTPHALIA 
PRIMED FOR BIG YEAR
After seeing its playoff run short-
circuited by Covid 19, the Pewamo-
Westphalia football team is looking 
to pick up where it left off.
Division 7 state champions in 2019, 
the Pirates return a big-play running 
back in senior Tanner Wirth (5-10, 
190). Paving the way for the ground 
game is an offensive line led by 
returning all-stater Corey Schafer. 
Brock Thelen is a two-way back that 
will provide big plays on both sides 
of the line.

CHARLOTTE SETS SIGHTS 
ON WINNING SEASON 
With a large and talented core of 
players back, Charlotte is looking 
for its first winning season since 
2013.

Senior running back 
Ashton Laguire, a 
returning all-state 
player, heads up 
the offense and 
provides the team 
a strong running 

attack. Senior Charlie Grant 
is a returning all-conference 
quarterback for what should be a 
productive offense. Junior Braden 
Hill provides an excellent target 
at wide receiver where he earned 
all-league honors. Junior lineman 
Matt Utter (6-3, 238) is a returning 
all-conference pick that will help 
lead the blocking.

The Oriole defense is anchored by a 
pair of returning all-league players in 
senior defensive tackle Gabe Wertz 
(5-11, 275) and senior linebacker 
Brendin Guilford. Junior linebacker 
Devon Eaton also earned all-league 
honors last year. 
WAVERLY TO BUILD ON 
IMPROVEMENT
The Waverly football team is looking 
to continue the progress it made last 
fall when it turned in a 4-4 record, 
the first time it finished .500 or better 
since 2012.
The Warriors are led by a pair of 
returning honorable-mention, 
all-conference players in tight end 
Dylan Durrett (6-4, 200) and senior 
running back Jakobe Respress.
Putting the offense in gear is talented 
senior quarterback Tyrese Miller 

(6-3, 185) who has a 
good arm and quick 
feet. Junior wide 
receiver Mar’Tavion 
Robinson brings 
excellent speed 
on the perimeter. 
Sophomore running 
back Jahi Wood (5-9, 
180) is a promising 
young runner to 
keep an eye on.

HASLETT 
LOOKING FOR 
BOUNCE-BACK 
SEASON
After consecutive 
two-win seasons, 
the Haslett Vikings are looking to 
bounce back this season.
Senor Leonard Smith (6-5, 215) is 
a returning all-conference tackle 
who is also a force on defense at a 
defensive end spot. The defensive 
line will be a strength for the Vikings 
as senior defensive tackle Keith 
Whitfield (6-0, 250) is a returning 
all-conference player. Senior 
Danny Asch (5-10, 215) earned all-
league honors at linebacker while 
the secondary is led by Charlie 
Rosenbrook (5-10, 165) who earned 
all-league honors at safety.
Haslett is also looking for seniors 
Lonnie Smith at cornerback, two-
way lineman Ibraheem Elnabtity 
(6-3, 240) and Ben Waters at wide 
receiver and junior wide receiver/

defensive back Conner Bailey to 
make contributions.

GRAND LEDGE TO 
CONTEND IN LEAGUE
With a number of talented players 
returning from a team that went 5-3 
last year, Grand Ledge is looking to 
continue strong play in the rugged 
CAAC Blue Division.
Junior tight end Teddy Williams 
(6-6, 215) is an athletic player that 
will provide impact plays on offense 
and at defensive end. Senior running 
back/linebacker Nathan Edlin (6-1, 
190) earned all-conference honors 
last season and is a team leader. 
Junior Shawn Foster brings a game-
breaking element to the offense 
while senior Caden Anderson (6-3, 
265) and junior Anthony Garcia (6-
1, 277) bring good size to the line.

David Cook 
Sports Scene 
CLARE OUT TO DEFEND 
LEAGUE TITLE
With a host of players returning, 
defending Jack Pine Conference 
champion Clare will be tough to 
dislodge from the top spot this fall.
Quarterback Jacob Recker (6-3, 
200) is a returning all-conference 
player that will headline a potent 
Pioneer offense. Running backs 
Al Warner and Beau Weldon 
form a dynamic running game. 
Talented receiver Dawson John is 
a dangerous target in the passing 
game. The Pioneers also return a 
solid line built around junior tackle 

Mike Franko and guard Connor 
Carmody, a pair of all-conference 
performers.
The defense also welcomes back 
plenty of talent. Sophomore Jake 
Punchess earned all-conference 
honors last season. Franko returns 
along the defensive line with Gage 
Beckner a returning all-conference 
linebacker. John and Warner return 
to head up the secondary.

YOUNG TALENT HAS 
GLADWIN PUMPED
With a host of talented juniors 
returning, the Gladwin football 
team is pumped for the new 
season. Those talented players 
return from a team that went 4-4 
last year and have the Flying G’s 

poised for their first 
winning season since 
2014.
Junior quarterback 
Nick Wheeler earned 
honorable-mention, 
all-league honors last 

year as did junior wide receiver 
Lucas Mead. Junior running 
back Logan Kokotovich powers 
the ground game while Kade 
McDonald and is an all-conference 
receiver. Junior tackle Mike 
Huguelet returns to anchor the 
offensive line.
On defense, junior nose guard 
Dominic Coats (6-1, 285) and 
junior defensive tackle Lincoln 
McKinnon (6-2, 225) are a pair of 
returning all-conference linemen. 
Senior middle linebacker Hunter 
Huguelet (5-11, 205) returns 
along with junior Earl Estline 
and Kokotovich to what is a solid 
linebacker corps. McDonald is 

back to lead the secondary.

BEAVERTON IN 
THE HUNT FOR 
LEAGUE TITLE
Beaverton dropped just one 
conference game last season 
and the Beavers will be among 
the teams chasing the league 
title this season.
Defense is a team strength as 
all-league linebacker Logan 
Love (6-2, 200) returns. Mitch 
Hall is also back at linebacker. 
William Warner will be a 
player to watch in the offensive 
backfield while Justin Uhl is a 
promising young lineman.

SHEPHERD LOOKS 
FOR IMPROVEMENT
Shepherd is poised for 
improvement after going 2-4 
overall last season. The Bluejays 
defense is paced by junior Maddox 
Woods who was an all-conference, 
defensive lineman. Senior running 

back Logan Klumpp is a talented 
running back that will be a key 
performer on offense.

Lansing Area Football Teams 
Primed For Big Seasons This Fall

Clare, Gladwin Lead The Charge 
In Jack Pine Conference

Lansing Catholic will rely on a defense that 
propelled them to a state title in 2019 and a state-

semifinal appearance last season.

Defending Jack Pine Conference 
champion Clare returns a large group 
of standout players as it gears up to 
defend the league title.

David Cook 
Sports Scene 

There is plenty of optimism 
surrounding the Holt football 
program this season. With a large 
group of returning players, includ-
ing several all-conference players, 
the Rams are positioned to build 
on last year’s strong finish.

Holt finished last season with 
a strong playoff run as it defeated 
Ann Arbor Skyline and Grand 
Ledge in the playoffs before drop-
ping a 14-8 decision to Saline in 
the district title game. A total of six 

all-conference players return from 
last year giving the Rams a solid 
nucleus to build around.

On offense, senior Kellen Reed 
is a big-play performer at wide 
receiver who is receiving college 
looks. Ayden Vanenkevort also 
earned all-conference honors as 
did junior running back Bryce 
Cornelius. Isaiah Foster will see 
action at running back with Jakari 
Conway and Cassius Blankenburg 
adding to the depth at wide receiv-
er. Senior all-conference player 
Haydon Herron returns to anchor 

the offensive line. Reese 
Church, Carloes Speed and 
Jake Wriggelsworth are also 
back up front and along the 
defensive line.

On the defensive side of 
the ball, the Rams return 
a major impact player 
in senior defensive end 

Malachi Davis (6-5, 245). A major 
roadblock for opposing offens-
es, Davis has committed to play 
college football at Syracuse. The 
defense picked up a major boost 
in the offseason with the addition 
of all-conference defensive back 
Jordan Clerkley who transferred 
in from Okemos. Senior Jason 
Jones is also an all-conference 
player returning at defensive back. 
Ralph Thompson, Foster and 
Blankenburg will also see action in 
the secondary. At linebacker, the 
Rams return Alex Russell, Nathan 

Bremer, Ethan 
Bird, Fletcher 
Smith and Cor-
nelius.

The Rams also 
have a talented 
group of new-
comers poised to 
contribute. Junior 
quarterback Sen-
eca Moore looks 
to lead the offense. 
Joseph Mitchell, 
Charles Thompson, 
Jaiden Thompson 
and David Vann will see action at 
wide receiver. Josh Lopez and Josh 
Hollen shore up the offensive line 
with Josh Terrill stepping in along 
the defensive front.

With 10 starters back on offense 
and seven back on defense, the 
Rams are set for a big season.

“We are very fast and experi-
enced but we face a very tough 
schedule,” said Holt coach Chad 
Fulk. “We have the fastest overall 
team speed that we’ve seen in many 
years. We must battle through a 
tough non-league schedule and 
get some early wins before playing 
defending state champ DeWitt in 
week four.”

David Cook 
Sports Scene 

Plenty of experience and talent 
return in the skill positions for the 
Portland football team this season 
and those athletes will be needed 
as the Raiders face a gauntlet of a 
schedule.

The returning veterans were part 
of a Portland team that went 7-2 
last season. The lone losses came 
against Division 3 state champion 
DeWitt and a forfeit loss due to 
Covid 19 protocols in the dis-
trict title game against eventual 
Division 5 state champion Grand 
Rapids Catholic Central.

All six skill position starters 
return on the offensive side of the 
ball for the Raiders including a 
trio of three-year starters. Haden 
Getchell is back under center 
where he gives the Raiders a vet-
eran quarterback. Reis Phillips is a 
three-year starter at running back 
while Trent Meyers is back for his 
third season at wide receiver giving 
the team a trio of productive ath-
letes to build the offense around. 
Trent Trierweiler is also back at 
running back with Caden Galey 
returning at slot back and Ethan 
Patrick back at wide receiver.

“Athleticism and depth in 
the skilled positions are team 

strengths,” said Portland coach 
John Novara. “We return all six 
skilled players on offense and five 
defensive backs with playing expe-
rience on defense. Staying healthy 
and the development of the offen-
sive and defensive line newcomers 
will be key to successful season.”

The Raiders also return a pair 
of starters along the offensive line 
in Parker Mills and Drew Morris 
as eight starters total return to the 
offense.

A total of six starters return on 
defense. Getchell, Meyers and Pat-
rick return to the secondary with 
Brady Krausz back at linebacker. 
Bronson Goodman and Reis 
Phillips are returning starters along 
the defensive line. Senior Braden 
Kehr is another veteran that will 
contribute on the offensive and 
defensive lines. 

Several newcomers are poised to 
step up this season including Brady 
Bush, Aidan Marowelli, Andrew 

Maynard, Drew Miller, Marc Nobis 
and Noah Simpson. 

Portland will need all hands on 
deck as it faces a loaded schedule 
this season. The Raiders face a pair 

of defending state champions in 
non-league games in DeWitt and 
Montague, a state runner-up in 
Cadillac and a state semi-finalist in 
Lansing Catholic in what should be 
a showdown for the league title.  

Large Group Of Returning 
Starters Has Holt Optimistic 
About New Season

Wealth Of Returning Talent 
At The Skill Positions Has 
Portland Looking Strong

Portland faces a rugged schedule this season including 
a matchup with defending state champion DeWitt.

Holt returns a large group of veteran players from 
last season’s squad.

Friday 2-Person Scramble - SKINS & PROXIMITIES
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John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

It will be a new first name but 
the same last name for Ithaca 
football.

Jordan Hessbrook takes over 
for his uncle Terry Hessbrook as 
Ithaca head coach.

It’s a program that has domi-
nated the Tri-Valley Conference 
West and won five state titles under 
Terry’s direction.

 But now, it’s Jordan Hessbrook 
calling the shots.

Ithaca was 9-1 last year.
“Our team did a good job of 

handling the adversity that was 
thrown at them throughout the ex-
tended season,” Hessbrook said. “I 
was glad we had the opportunity to 
finish our season on the field, even 
if it did not end in the way that we 
would have liked.”

Departures included Brady 
Hessbrook, a four-year varsity 
starter on defense, and a three-
year starter at QB. “He was a great 
leader and hard worker who was 
a tremendous dual-threat QB in 
our offense,” Hessbrook said. “He 
allowed our offense to operate at a 
high level.”

Also gone is Zach Poff, a three-

year varsity starter at wide receiver 
and defensive back.

“He’s a very hard worker on and 
off the field,” Hessbrook said. “He 
was our No. 1 receiver for the last 
three years and very versatile, and 
played a number of positions for us 
on offense (outside wide receiver, 
slot wide receiver, running, and 
halfback).”

Derek Draher was a three-year 
varsity starter at linebacker. 

“He’s a very tough, physical 
player who set the tone for our 
defense,” Hessbrook said. “He is a 
great running back who was very 
physical in the run game both as a 
runner and blocker. We will miss 
his physicality and toughness.”

Chance Risner was a three-year 
varsity starter at linebacker and 
wide receiver.

“He was another tough player, 
physical player, a led by example 
type of player,” Hessbrook said. 
“He’s a speed player who helped 
open our offense and played multi-
ple roles at LB for our defense. We 
will miss his experience.”

The supply of talented player is 
very high.

Bronson Bupp is a junior quar-
terback and safety.

“He has worked extremely hard 

this offseason in order to prepare 
himself to lead our offense.

“He’s a young quarterback 
whom we expect to get better with 
experience,” Hessbrook said.

Jesse Sorsen is a senior wide re-
ceiver-tight end-linebacker-safety.

“He’s a big bodied receiver who 
played a role in our offense as a 
junior,” Hessbrook said. “He is one 
of our most experienced players. 
He is a senior leader who brings 
experience.”

Senior wide receiver-defensive 
back Chad Pratt is a 3-year starter 
on both sides of the ball.

“He is our most experienced 
player who will bring experi-
ence to an overall young group,” 
Hessbrook said, adding two-way 
lineman junior Mason VanCamp 
who was a starter “on our line as 
a sophomore. We expect him to 
be a leader on our offensive and 
defensive lines.”

Kaleb Peska is a junior and 
returning starter at linebacker.

“He is a very tough, physical 
player who will be a leader for us 
on defense,” Peska said. “Overall, 
we are a young team. I expect our 
team to continue to work hard 
throughout the season in order to 
improve as we gain experience. We 

have a close-knit team who has 
worked hard this summer in order 
to be prepared for this season. I 
expect our strength to be our work 
ethic and dedication to improving 
in order to achieve our goals.

“We will have to make sure that 
we take every opportunity we can 
to improve. We need to make sure 
that we stay focused on improving 
and learning as we gain experience 
during the season.”

In the league, St. Louis has a new 
coach who will have his players 
excited for the season. They have 
several good athletes returning 
on both sides of the ball. Nouvel 
will be athletic and well coached. 
MLS has several players returning 

and will also be well coached. Joe 
Willey has been at Valley Lutheran 
for a few seasons now. They will be 
improved with experience.”

Hessbrook is glad there are not 
longer COVID restrictions.

“It has been great to have a little 
more normalcy to our offseason 
workouts,” he said. “Being able 
to get back in the weight room 
and have 7 on 7’s again has been 
extremely helpful, especially re-
placing so many seniors off of last 
year’s team. After being so close 
to not having any season last year, 
we are very appreciative of every 
opportunity that we get to go to 
work together.”

John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

Ithaca football coach Jordan 
Hessbrook is expecting plenty from 
senior Chad Pratt during the 2021 
football season.

“Chad has been a three-year 
starter at both wide receiver and 
defensive for us,”Hessbrook said. 
“He has been kind of flown under 
the radar due to having seniors 
around him. This year, we are ex-
pecting him to take a step forward 
and showcase what he is capable of 
and continue to grow as a senior 
leader.”

Pratt last season had 28 catches 
for 406 yards and five touchdowns 
offensively and 21 tackles, three 
interceptions and five passes 
defensively.

“Chad is a very smart player 
who goes about things the right 
way both on and off the field,” Pratt 
said. “He is very coachable and 
does not make the same mistake 
twice. He is selfless and willing 
to do whatever is necessary to 
help the team. We are expecting 
Chad to make a big jump this 
season. This is his third year as a 
varsity starter, so we expect that 
experience to help him in his final 
season. 

“This year, Chad has focused on 
all of the little things that go into 
playing his position well on both 
sides of the ball. He has a great 
understanding of what it is that we 
are doing on offense and defense. 
This year, he has been working 
on techniques and discipline to 
allow him to become a better route 

runner, blocker and 
coverage guy.”

Hessbrook has 
several memorable 
moments about Pratt 
from past seasons.

“This year we open against 
Hudson, the team that Chad made 
his varsity start against in 2019,” 
Hessbrook said. “It has been cool 
to watch that film and see his 
varsity touchdown in that game 
and to compare the improvements 
that he has made from that point 
to where he is now. We expect him 
to be a leader as he is our most 
experienced player and a guy who 
has tremendous respect from his 
teammates and coaches.

“Chad has put in great work this 
summer in the weight room and 
in our speed training/conditioning 
programs. He made great improve-
ments in 7 on 7s.”

Pratt is a three-sport athlete with 
football, baseball and basketball 
and said baseball is his top sport.

“He represents our 
program very well 
on the field, in our 
schools, and in our 
community,” Hess-
brook said.

Hessbrook feels Pratt 
has college potential 
as a wide receiver and 
defensive back.

Pratt has enjoyed his 
first two years at Ithaca 
as a two-year starter.

“A big game for me 
last year was against 
Bullock Creek,” he said. 
“I had a touchdown 
and two interceptions. 
On offense, I think my 
strengths are my routes 
and having smooth ones. 
On defense, (the key) is 
being able to read what the receiv-
ers are doing.”

During the offseason, “we do a 
lot,” Pratt said. “We lift three days 
a week and have speed trainings 
on Tuesdays, all throughout the 

summer. I think we’re going to be 
pretty solid this year. Even with a 
new head coach, I think we’ll be 
solid.”

Bullock Creek and Hudson will 
give Ithaca strong competition, 
Pratt said.

New Coaching Era Begins At Ithaca

Ithaca Expects Banner Season 
From Pratt At Two Spots

Ithaca is ready for another huge football season with a new coach.

Senior wide receiver-defensive 
back Chad Pratt is a 3-year 

starter on both sides of the ball.
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Us On

David Cook 
Sports Scene 

After turning in a 2-5 mark last 
season, the St. Johns football team 
is on a mission to get back on the 
winning side of the ledger this fall.

Before last season, the Redwings 
had not experienced a non-win-
ning season since 2005. With 
several veterans back along with a 
promising group of newcomers to 
the starting lineup, St. Johns enters 
the season with an optimistic 
outlook.

“We’re somewhat unproven this 
year,” said St. Johns coach Andy 
Schmitt. “We have a lot of guys 
stepping into some different roles 
and into the starting lineup for the 
first time. These guys have been 

working hard and they have put 
themselves into a position to be 
successful.”

St. Johns also returns several 
talented veterans who provide a 
solid foundation to build around. 
Senior Adam Waszak (6-5, 260) is 
a returning all-state player with the 
talent to play on the college level. 
Waszak is a tight end on offense 
and anchors the defensive line at 
an end position.

The Redwings will look to estab-
lish the ground game on offense 
and senior running back Murray 
Palmatier is a focal point of the 
rushing attack.

A pair of talented athletes are 
battling for the starting quarter-
back gig. Senior Carter Nobis and 
junior Carson Pieters have both 

looked solid in practice and are 
pushing each other for the job.

The offensive line is grooming 
some new starters to join returning 
veterans Jarrett Grandy and Bray-
lon Thelen up front.

“We don’t have a lot of experi-
ence up front but those two seniors 
will anchor us up front,” Schmitt 
said. “We always try and establish 
the run and you have to establish 
the line of scrimmage first and 
foremost. Once you establish the 
run, from there you can do some 
other things.”

The defense is led by Waszak 
at defensive end and Palmatier a 
linebacker. Senior Bailey Nobach 
returns at cornerback where he 
offers lockdown coverage skills. 
Linebacker is looking to be a team 

strength as Matthew McCastle and 
Jack Ballard bring more experience 
to the field.

“We are looking pretty good on 
defense,” Schmitt said. “They guys 

are showing that toughness that 
we want to see on defense. We’ve 
seen that toughness in practice and 
we hope to see it throughout the 
season as well.”

David Cook 
Sports Scene 

Graduation hit the St. Louis football 
team hard last spring, but with some 
talented players returning in the skill posi-
tions, the Sharks have the talent to bounce 
back strong this season.

“We have a very young team,” said St. 
Louis coach Julian Paksi. “We graduated 
our entire starting offensive and defensive 
lines and a couple of stud running backs. 
We have a running back, our receivers, 
our quarterback and our defensive backs 

returning but our offensive and defensive 
lines are pretty young with a lot of fresh-
men and sophomores.”

Having senior quarterback Reece Giles 
back to pace the offense is a major strong 
point. Giles is a mobile quarterback who 
can make plays with his legs and has im-
proved his arm strength.

Senior running back Ignatius Jackson 
(5-9, 170) will also make some plays with 
his legs. Jackson finished third in the state 
in the 100-meter dash in Division 4 last 
spring and is capable of going the distance 

anytime he touches the football.
The running game received a ma-

jor boost with the return of senior 
fullback Rafael Orta-Vasquez who 
returns after missing last season due 
to Covid-19. Sophomore running 
back Josh Dew gained valuable 
experience last season and gives the 
backfield another home run hitter.

At tight end, senior Ben Dousuah 
(5-11, 200) is a three-year starter. 
Fellow senior tight end Michael 
Baysah (6-3, 190), who missed last 

year with a broken 
elbow, is back bigger 
and stronger this 
season.

Up front, the 
offensive line is 
young with several 

freshmen and sophomores, but has shown 
they love to hit and get after it at practice. 
Sophomore Nate Moore has come back 
bigger and stronger and freshman Julian 
Orta-Vasquez is an aggressive blocker with 
a bright future.

“Our linemen have been doing a very 
good job in practice,” Paksi said. “They are 
very coachable kids and they like to hit.”

On defense, the Sharks boast a talent-
ed secondary led by senior cornerback 
Gavin Wenzlick, who has good quickness 
and coverage skills, and junior Wisdom 
Zanquo. Jackson and Dew man the safety 
positions where they bring great range to 
the field.

At linebacker, Dousuah brings out-
standing strength and quickness to the 
field where he can track down ball carriers 
from sideline-to-sideline. Freshman Mar-
teen Wiggins is a newcomer to watch at 
linebacker with his all-around athleticism 
along with his quick grasp of the defensive 
system. Baysah is also primed for a big 
year on defense with his ability to rush the 
passer from the edge.

Returning Standouts Determined To 
Return St. Johns To Winning Ways 

Talent At The Skill Positions Has St. Louis 
Focusing On Improvement This Season

Rebuilding along the line of scrimmage is a 
point of emphasis for St. Johns this season.

Seniors Ignatius (top) and Ben Dousuah 
(bottom) along with sophomore Josh Dew (left) 

bring plenty of experience and leadership to the 
field for St. Louis this season.



Page 10 - August 2021 High School Sports Scene - Keeping Kids In The News www.highschoolsportsscene.com www.highschoolsportsscene.com High School Sports Scene - Keeping Kids In The News August 2021 - Page 11

Daniel R. De Jong, CFP® AAMS
Senior Vice President, Investments

John W. Pobanz
Financial Advisor

Christopher K. Lewis, AAMS
Financial Advisor

VViill llaaggee  ooff   BBrreecckkeennrr iiddggee   
Committed 

to our 
Future ...

Inspired by our Past.

EST NEEST NEB OB O TIRE
BRECKENRIDGE

BOLAND’S

120 S. Pine Street
Breckenridge, MI 48615
989-842-5855

General • Cooper
Firestone • Bridgestone

Goodyear

24 Hour On The Road Service
Large Selection of Farm Tires ~ Semi

Light Truck ~ Passenger ~ ATV ~ Lawn & Garden

The Leader In 
The Field

David Cook 
Sports Scene 

With a strong veteran core of 
players returning, the Bullock 
Creek football team has the table 
set for a strong season.

The Lancers return several 
skilled veterans that helped the 
team compile a 4-4 record last 
season.

“We’ve had a good summer and 
a good first week of practice,” said 
Bullock Creek coach Chris Holly. 
“Our starting group is pretty good. 
As long as we can stay healthy, we 
should have a pretty good football 
team this year.”

On offense, the Lancers have 
the luxury of a three-year starter 

at quarterback. Senior Carter 
Campau (6-2, 185) is a dual-threat 
quarterback with a strong arm who 
is piloting the offense.

Campau has an experienced 
group of receiving targets to throw 
to. Senior Parker Grzegorczyk 
heads up the group along with 
brothers Nathan and Bryce Masar.

Bullock Creek will also produce 
plenty of yards on the ground 
thanks to the return of senior run-
ning back Peyton Brooks.

“I think Peyton is one of the best 
running backs in the state,” said 
Holly. “He had five games with 
over 100 yards rushing last year. 
A number of colleges are looking 
at him.”

Paving the 
way for the skill 
players is an 
offensive line that 
returns several 
standouts. Junior 
offensive tackle 
Nate Rivard (6-5, 
230) is one of the 

top junior linemen in the 
state. Brady Tucker (5-11, 
270) returns at the other 
tackle spot with senior 
Boyd Chambers also 
returning up front.

The Lancers have a sol-
id defensive core as well. 
Rivard is a game-changer 
at defensive end with 
Chambers also returning 
to the d-line. Brooks and 
Bryce Masar return at 
linebacker. Nathan Masar 
is a returning all-conference 
cornerback that anchors 
the secondary. Grzegorczyk also 
returns to the secondary.

A trio of talented sophomores 

are also poised to make an 
impact. Kale Snyder will line up 
at cornerback. Brothers Bo and 

Zane Schwartz stand 6-foot-3 and 
around 195 pounds and will see 
action at outside linebacker.

Strong Group Of Returning 
Veterans Have Bullock Creek 
Positioned For Strong Season

Bullock Creek returns several key starters to 
both the defense and the offense this season.

David Cook 
Sports Scene 

After winning exactly eight 
games each of the last three sea-
sons, the Hemlock football team 
is poised to take the next step this 
fall.

Hemlock turned in an 8-1 
record last fall with the lone loss 
coming against Cass City in the 
district title game. With a number 
of key players returning, the 
Huskies have the talent to advance 
even deeper in the playoffs.

“We are very athletic, experi-
enced and achievement driven at 
our offensive skilled positions and 

in the defensive secondary,” said 
Hemlock coach Adam Clark. “The 
motivation to exceed last season’s 
success is also strong within this 
year’s team.”

Senior Robert Knapik heads 
the list of returning players. An 
all-state player last season, Knapik 
is a hard charger who plays slot re-
ceiver and running back on offense 
and linebacker on defense. Joining 
Knapik in the backfield and veter-
an quarterback Max Dinninger and 
running back Espin Miller. Miller 
is also the middle linebacker on 
defense while Dinninger plays free 
safety on defense.

Dinninger has plenty of veteran 
targets to throw to in the passing 
game. Corbin Larkin is a returning 
slot receiver while Jacob Shela-
gowski and Bryce Murphy are a 
talented pair of wide receivers. 
Larkin and Shelagowski both play 
safety on defense while Murphy 
returns at cornerback on defense. 
Senior Derrick Young is also one to 
watch at wide receiver and corner-
back on defense

Along with players at the skill 
positions, the Huskies have a solid 
group of linemen. Senior Kaleb 
Calliway lines up at center and 
defensive tackle on defense. Se-

niors Hunter Stryzinski and Aaron 
Mirelez man the guard positions 
on offense and will play defensive 
tackle. Senior Josh Collins will 
be at offensive tackle and also log 
minutes along the defensive front.   

With the combination of talent 
and experience, the Huskies are 
poised for success.

“We need to remain healthy, 
dialed in and eliminate distracting 
behaviors that negatively impact 
teams with big goals,” Clark said. 
“We should be fun to watch. Our 
kids deserve success. Nothing is 
guaranteed and that is the beauty 
of all of this. Regardless, much will 

be learned and experienced that 
hopefully assists to shape these 
young men toward positive and 
bright futures built through intelli-
gence and a high work ethic.”

Plethora Of Returning Skills Players 
Has Hemlock Poised For Big Season
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St Louis, MI 48880
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Butch Harmon 
Sports Scene 

The Covid-19 pandemic 
took its toll on high school 
football last fall. Along with 
losing entire seasons and 
games, area players were also 
on the move. One of those 
players was former Alma quar-
terback Pauly Seeley.

A starter for Alma as a 
freshman, the uncertainty of 
the 2020 high school football 
season led to Seeley and his 
family making the move south 
to Georgia where the high 
school football season had the 
green light.

“The move to Georgia was 
mostly covid related,” Seeley 
said. “Michigan was unsure 
that it would have a season and 
Georgia was going ahead with 
their season. I didn’t want to 
miss an entire season of high 
school football so we made the 

move.” 
That moved to be a fruitful 

one as Seeley split time with 
a senior quarterback at New 
Hampstead high school in 
Savannah, Georgia. Seeley 
completed 59% of his passes 
last fall and passed for 993 
yards with eight touchdown 
passes and no interceptions. 
New Hampstead went 6-1 
during the regular season 
playing in 4A football with 7A 
being the largest classification 
in Georgia.

“It was a really good year,” 
Seeley said. “I split time with a 
senior quarterback and we won 
the Savannah City Title. This 
year I’ve taken over the starting 
job and we’re looking for an 
even better season. Georgia 
high school football is a lot dif-
ferent than Michigan. The guys 
are bigger and faster. Georgia is 
a lot more like college football.” 

New Hampstead head coach 

Kyle Hackman is also looking 
for a strong season from Seeley.

“Pauly is really comfortable 
with the offense and a lot 
stronger,” Hackman said. “He is 
also understanding the offense 
better.”

Seeley gave a glimpse of 
what is in store for this season 
in New Hempstead’s opening 
game this year as he led the tea 
to a 41-12 win by completing 
15-of-27 passes for 322 yards 
and four touchdowns.  

Seeley has had a busy sum-
mer competing at several foot-
ball camps while also working 
on becoming bigger, stronger 
and faster.

“I feel like I have come a 
long way since last season,” 
Seeley said. “I’ve put in a lot 
of offseason work. I’ve put on 
some more weight and grown 
a little bit more. I’m really 
excited about the season.”

Some of those camps have 
been at collegiate football 
programs that are showing re-
cruiting interest in the 6-foot, 
185-pound junior. Heading 
into his junior season Seeley 
already holds college offers 
from Bowling Green, Western 
Kentucky, Middle Tennessee 
State and Elon.

Along with playing football, 
Seeley also played his first year 
of basketball down in Georgia 
for New Hampstead.

“The basketball season went 
really good,” Seeley said. “I 
was the starting point guard 
for a state-ranked team. It was 
a lot of fun and a really cool 
experience.”  

Seeley has also enjoyed his 
new surroundings in Georgia.

“It’s different down here 
but I like it a lot,” Seeley said. 
“The culture is different and 
the town is different. It’s a lot 
bigger town than Alma.”        

John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

Alma coach Dan Falor is 
anxious to have a stronger foot-
ball season after slipping to 3-4 
in last year’s campaign, which 
was affected by COVID-related 
restrictions.

Key players who graduated 
were Dametrius Castillo, a 
3-year starter for the program; 
David Apple a “great leader 
and hard worker, and two-way 
starter for two years, Falor said, 
adding Andrew Omans was 
also a way-starter.”

There are five talented 
seniors returning including 
senior two-way lineman JB 
Couch at offensive and defen-
sive line; Jacob Munger and 
Holden Davis at lineman and 
linebacker; Landon Bethka 
and Harrison Seeley at wide 
receiver and defensive back and 
Jaiden Morrow and offensive 
and defensive line.

“I expect us to be compet-
itive in one of the toughest 
class B leagues in the state,” 
Falor said. “Our experience 
on defense and our offensive 
line should be our strengths 

this year. We need some of our 
youngsters to fill in the skilled 
position holes we have on the 
offense.

“The Tri-Valley conference 
is one the toughest football 
leagues in the state: Fran-
kenmuth, Freeland, Essex-
ville-Garber, Swan Valley are 
the tops. We fit in the middle of 
the pack.”

Falor and his team has liked 
not having to deal with COVID 
restrictions.

“It has been nice getting 
back to some sense of normal-
cy,” he said.

Former Alma Standout 
Pauly Seeley Making Smooth 
Transition To Georgia Football

Alma Football Coach 
Confident Of A 
Banner Season

Pauly Seeley, who played his freshman 
season at Alma, moved to Savannah, 

Georgia last fall where he passed for nearly 
1,000 yards at New Hampstead high school.  

Alma’s football team will be bidding for 
title contention this season.
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Bo Poljan - Lansing Catholic

Malachi Davis - Holt

Levi Harber - Montrose

Ambrose Wilson- East Lansing

11) DJ Voltz, 6-2, 170, WR/DB, Carrollton

12) Jordan Clerkley, 6-0, 175, DB, Holt

13) Nick Flegler, 5-11, 185, WR/DB, DeWitt

14) Alex Watters, 6-0, 185, DB, Lansing Catholic

15) Ethan DeWitt, 6-4, 300, OL, East Lansing

16) Bryson Huckeby, 6-4, 215, TE, Freeland

17) Zak Ahern, 6-3, 200, QB, Rockford

18) Tyler Nordmann, 6-1, 270, OL, DeWitt

19) Zach Painter, 6-2, 225, LB, Williamston

20) Kellen Reed, 5-10, 175, WR, Holt 

21) Alex Duley, 6-5, 200, WR, Freeland

22) Bryce Debri, 5-11, 185, WR/DB, DeWitt

23) Robert Knapik, 5-9, 182, RB, Hemlock

24) Samuel Watts, 6-2, 210, DB, Rockford

25) Josh Rau, 6-3, 215, DE, Lowell

26) Tommy Szczepanski, 6-4, 205, QB, Essex-
ville-Garber

27) Adam Waszak, 6-5, 260, TE/DE, St. Johns

28) Jacob Recker, 6-3, 200, QB, Clare

29) Asher Gregory, 5-7, 170, RB, East Lansing

30) Tanner Wirth, 5-10, 175, RB, Pewamo-Westphalia

31) Chase Mahabir, 5-11, 190, ATH, Midland 

32) Ryan McIntyre, 5-9, 175, QB, Mt. Pleasant 

33) Dawson Studebaker, 6-0, 170, LB, Midland Dow

34) Colin Kraatz, 6-4, 200, WR/LB, Saginaw Heritage

35) Tyrese Miller, 6-3, 175 QB, Lansing Waverly

36) Trevor Dennis, 6-2, 260, OL, DeWitt

37) Leonard Smith, 6-5, 215, OL/DE, Haslett 

38) Logan Anthony, 5-8, 165, WR, Essexville-Garber

39) Jaden Herrick, 6-3, 175, QB, Corunna

40) Chad Pratt, 5-10, 150, WR/DB, Ithaca

41) Connor Williamson, 6-2, 240, OL, Mason

42) Matt Oswald, 6-4, 240, TE, Beal City

43) Matthew Garcia, 6-1, 190, LB, Saginaw Nouvel

44) Joe Wiedyk, 5-10, 230, RB, Bay City Western

45) Cole Jankowski, 6-3, 190, ATH, Frankenmuth 

46) Ashton Laguire, 6-0, 170, RB/DB, Charlotte

47) Brock Thelen, 5-10, 170, RB/DB, Pewamo-West-
phalia

48) Wyatt Rosser, 6-0, 300, DL, Corunna

49) Jesse Sorsen, 6-4, 180, WR, Ithaca

50) Dylan Durrett, 6-4, 200, TE, Lansing Waverly

1) Luke Zanotti, 6-3, 270, OL, Bay City Central
2) Evan Boyd, 6-3, 190, WR, East Lansing
3) Teddy Williams, 6-6, 215, TE, Grand Ledge
4) Nathan Rivard, 6-5, 240, OL/DL, Bullock Creek
5) Hayden Healey, 6-3, 300, OL, East Lansing
6) Carlos Harris, 6-0, 200, RB/LB, Bay City Central
7) Jayden Curry, 6-4, 285, OL, New Lothrop
8) Gabe Blanchard, 6-4, 220, DE/TE, Freeland
9) Joey Baker, 6-1, 170, QB, Lansing Catholic  
10) Dylan McDonald, 6-3, 275, DT, Durand

11) Brandon Lewis, 5-11, 170, WR, Lansing Catholic
12) Bronson Bupp, 6-2, 200, QB, Ithaca
13) Mike Franko, 6-3, 245, OL/DL, Clare
14) Kade McDonald, 6-1, 170, DB/WR, Gladwin
15) Ian George, 6-6, 260, OT, Lowell
16) Seanpaul Johns, 6-2, 280, OL, East Lansing 
17) Mason VanCamp, 5-11, 265, OL, Ithaca 
18) Mar’Tavion Robinson, 5-11, 165, WR, Lansing Waverly 
19) Cooper Symons, New Lothrop, 6-4, 265, OL, New Lothrop
20) Kanye Jackson, 5-11, 185, RB, East Lansing 

Class of 2022 players to watch Class of 2023 players to watch
1) Alex VanSumeren, 6-3, 300, DL, Essexville-Garber: Dominating lineman who is ranked 

among the top defensive tackles in the country. Committed to Michigan State after receiving 
offers from big-name programs like Michigan, Alabama, Clemson and Texas A&M. 

2) Tommy McIntosh, 6-5, 205, WR, DeWitt: A tall, talented wide receiver who made a number 
of highlight-reel catches during DeWitt’s run to a state title last season, McIntosh will play his 
college football at Wisconsin.

3) Levi Harber, 6-5, 265, OL, Montrose: One of the premier wrestlers in the state, Harber is 
also a dominating blocker who will play college football in the Southeastern Conference at 
Vanderbilt University.

4) Malachi Davis, 6-5, 245, DE, Holt: Davis wreaks plenty of havoc on opposing offenses from 
his defensive end position. This talented defender will play college football for Syracus in the 
Atlantic Coast Conference.

5) Tyler Holtz, 5-11, 190, QB, DeWitt: Holtz turned in a memorable junior season as he passed 
for over 2,100 yards in leading the Panthers to a state championship. This talented passer is 
headed to the Ivy League to play football at Brown University.

6) Ambrose Wilson, 6-0, 190, DB, East Lansing: A versatile all-around athlete, Wilson is a 
ball-hawking safety on defense and a big-play threat on offense. Wilson will stay local for 
college as he committed to Central Michigan University.

7) Bo Poljan, 6-3, 235, OL/DL, Lansing Catholic: A versatile lineman on both sides of the foot-
ball, Poljan has received college offers from Central Michigan, Eastern Michigan, Cincinnati 
and Tulane.

8) Kade Kostus, 6-3, 248, DL, Rockford: The Rockford program consistently produces college 
talent and Kostus is the next in line. A big-play talent on defense with plenty of potential, 
Kostus will play college football at Central Michigan University.

9) Tyler Vroman, 6-4, 190, WR, Rockford: Vroman poses plenty of problems for opposing 
defensive backs with his combination of size, skill and speed. Vroman will serve his country 
and play his college football for Army.

10) Evan Sunderman, 6-2, 180, P, East Lansing: A returning all-state punter, Sunderman is 
ranked among the top punters in the nation and averaged 43.7 yards per punt last season.
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John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

Tim Swore is coaching a Carson 
City-Crystal football team which is 
coming off a 6-2 season from last 
year and won a district title.

“It was our first district title in 
21 years and only the second in 
school history,” Swore said. “We 
have 12 seniors returning.”

But not returning is Kyler Stone, 
first team all state running.

“We will need to replace him 
with a couple of RBs not just 
one,” Swore said. “He was big and 
physical.”

Paul Wright is a senior receiver 
and defensive back.

“Paul was our leading receiver 
last season and will be a playmaker 
for us with his speed,” Swore said.

Cole Stone is a senior first-team 
all state LB and state champion 
wrestler. “Cole will double at run-
ning back and linebacker,” Swore 

said.
Taiden Robinson is a senior two-

way lineman.
“We return four of our five start-

ers on the offensive line and Taiden 
is our leader. He is strong and 
understands leverage,” Swore said.

Bryce Stanley is a senior line-
backer-running back.

“Bryce was a starter on defense 
last season and started at wide 
receiver. He will play both again 
this season and rotate in at running 
back,” Swore said. “He is strong 
and very physical player.”

Other seniors are Owen Black-
port, starter at defensive end.

Cole Briggs is a starter at offen-
sive guard. Trevor Slee is a starter 
at offensive tackle and defensive 
end.

Cole Podkulski is a starter at 
wide receiver and linebacker.

Doug Billings, Brian Curtis 
and Connor Royse are offensive 

linemen.  

Shaymus O’brien is a defensive 
lineman.

“We expect to have a chance to 
contend for a conference champi-
onship,” Swore said. “Breckenridge 
has not lost since joining our con-
ference and we hope to end that 

streak. We expect to have a chance 
to defend our district champion-
ship and make a playoff run.

“Our strength should be the 
offensive and defensive line. We 
have worked hard in the off-season 
and return all but one starter on 
both sides of our offensive and 
defensive line. Our biggest thing is 

to continue to learn to believe in 
ourselves. Average is not our goal 
as we are working to contend for a 
state championship.”

“Our off-season has been great 
and we are thankful to have had a 
full summer of 7-on-7 and camps,” 
Swore added.

CC-Crystal Hopes To 
Contend For Title

CC-Crystal football is coming off a 6-2 season.

Good
Luck
All

Area 
Sports 
Teams

Class of 2022
1) Alex VanSumeren, 6-3, 300, DL, Essexville-Garber: Dominating lineman who is ranked among the top defensive tackles in the country. Commit-

ted to Michigan State after receiving offers from big-name programs like Michigan, Alabama, Clemson and Texas A&M. 

2) Tommy McIntosh, 6-5, 205, WR, DeWitt: A tall, talented wide receiver who made a number of highlight-reel catches during DeWitt’s run to a 
state title last season, McIntosh will play his college football at Wisconsin.

3) Levi Harber, 6-5, 265, OL, Montrose: One of the premier wrestlers in the state, Harber is also a dominating blocker who will play college football 
in the Southeastern Conference at Vanderbilt University.

4) Malachi Davis, 6-5, 245, DE, Holt: Davis wreaks plenty of havoc on opposing offenses from his defensive end position. This talented defender will 
play college football for Syracus in the Atlantic Coast Conference.

5) Tyler Holtz, 5-11, 190, QB, DeWitt: Holtz turned in a memorable junior season as he passed for over 2,100 yards in leading the Panthers to a 
state championship. This talented passer is headed to the Ivy League to play football at Brown University.

6) Ambrose Wilson, 6-0, 190, DB, East Lansing: A versatile all-around athlete, Wilson is a ball-hawking safety on defense and a big-play threat on 
offense. Wilson will stay local for college as he committed to Central Michigan University.

7) Bo Poljan, 5-10, 180, OL/DL, Lansing Catholic: A versatile lineman on both sides of the football, Poljan has received college offers from Central 
Michigan, Eastern Michigan, Cincinnati and Tulane.

8) Kade Kostus, 6-3, 248, DL, Rockford: The Rockford program consistently produces college talent and Kostus is the next in line. A big-play talent 
on defense with plenty of potential, Kostus will play college football at Central Michigan University.

9) Tyler Vroman, 6-4, 190, WR, Rockford: Vroman poses plenty of problems for opposing defensive backs with his combination of size, skill and 
speed. Vroman will serve his country and play his college football for Army.

10) Evan Sunderman, 6-2, 180, P, East Lansing: A returning all-state punter, Sunderman is ranked among the top punters in the nation and averaged 
43.7 yards per punt last season.

11) DJ Voltz, 6-2, 170, WR/DB, Carrollton

12) Jordan Clerkley, 6-0, 175, DB, Holt

13) Nick Flegler, 5-11, 185, WR/DB, DeWitt

14) Alex Watters, 6-0, 185, DB, Lansing Catholic

15) Ethan DeWitt, 6-4, 300, OL, East Lansing

16) Bryson Huckeby, 6-4, 215, TE, Freeland

17) Zak Ahern, 6-3, 200, QB, Rockford

18) Tyler Nordmann, 6-1, 270, OL, DeWitt

19) Zach Painter, 6-2, 225, LB, Williamston

20) Kellen Reed, 5-10, 175, WR, Holt 

21) Alex Duley, 6-5, 200, WR, Freeland

22) Bryce Debri, 5-11, 185, WR/DB, DeWitt

23) Robert Knapik, 5-9, 182, RB, Hemlock

24) Samuel Watts, 6-2, 210, DB, Rockford

25) Josh Rau, 6-3, 215, DE, Lowell

26) Tommy Szczepanski, 6-4, 205, QB, Essexville-Garber

27) Adam Waszak, 6-5, 260, TE/DE, St. Johns

28) Jacob Recker, 6-3, 200, QB, Clare

29) Asher Gregory, 5-7, 170, RB, East Lansing

30) Tanner Wirth, 5-10, 175, RB, Pewamo-Westphalia

31) Chase Mahabir, 5-11, 190, ATH, Midland 

32) Ryan McIntyre, 5-9, 175, QB, Mt. Pleasant 

33) Dawson Studebaker, 6-0, 170, LB, Midland Dow

34) Colin Kraatz, 6-4, 200, WR/LB, Saginaw Heritage

35) Tyrese Miller, 6-3, 175 QB, Lansing Waverly

36) Trevor Dennis, 6-2, 260, OL, DeWitt

37) Leonard Smith, 6-5, 215, OL/DE, Haslett 

38) Logan Anthony, 5-8, 165, WR, Essexville-Garber

39) Jaden Herrick, 6-3, 175, QB, Corunna

40) Chad Pratt, 5-10, 150, WR/DB, Ithaca

41) Connor Williamson, 6-2, 240, OL, Mason

42) Matt Oswald, 6-4, 240, TE, Beal City

43) Matthew Garcia, 6-1, 190, LB, Saginaw Nouvel

44) Joe Wiedyk, 5-10, 230, RB, Bay City Western

45) Cole Jankowski, 6-3, 190, ATH, Frankenmuth 

46) Ashton Laguire, 6-0, 170, RB/DB, Charlotte

47) Brock Thelen, 5-10, 170, RB/DB, Pewamo-Westphalia

48) Wyatt Rosser, 6-0, 300, DL, Corunna

49) Jesse Sorsen, 6-4, 180, WR, Ithaca

50) Dylan Durrett, 6-4, 200, TE, Lansing Waverly

Class of 2023
1) Luke Zanotti, 6-3, 270, OL, Bay City Central

2) Evan Boyd, 6-3, 190, WR, East Lansing

3) Teddy Williams, 6-6, 215, TE, Grand Ledge

4) Nathan Rivard, 6-5, 240, OL/DL, Bullock Creek

5) Hayden Healey, 6-3, 300, OL, East Lansing

6) Carlos Harris, 6-0, 200, RB/LB, Bay City Central

7) Jayden Curry, 6-4, 285, OL, New Lothrop

8) Gabe Blanchard, 6-4, 220, DE/TE, Freeland

9) Joey Baker, 6-1, 170, QB, Lansing Catholic  

10) Dylan McDonald, 6-3, 275, DT, Durand

11) Brandon Lewis, 5-11, 170, WR, Lansing Catholic

12) Bronson Bupp, 6-2, 200, QB, Ithaca

13) Mike Franko, 6-3, 245, OL/DL, Clare

14) Kade McDonald, 6-1, 170, DB/WR, Gladwin

15) Ian George, 6-6, 260, OT, Lowell

16) Seanpaul Johns, 6-2, 280, OL, East Lansing 

17) Mason VanCamp, 5-11, 265, OL, Ithaca 

18) Mar’Tavion Robinson, 5-11, 165, WR, Lansing Waverly 

19) Cooper Symons, New Lothrop, 6-4, 265, OL, New Lothrop

20) Kanye Jackson, 5-11, 185, RB, East Lansing 

Class of 2024
1) Andrew Dennis, 6-5, 230, OL, Mt. Pleasant

2) AJ Martel, 5-9, 165, RB, Mason

3) Donovan Patterson, 6-0, 160, DB, East Lansing

Class of 2024
1) Aspen Keyes, 6-2, 180, QB, DeWitt
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John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

Connor Schrank leads the way 
for Coleman’s football team this 
season.

“Our win over Montabella on 
our home field was special after 
everything these kids went through 
all year,” coach Chad Klopf said. 
“So was Conner Schrank’s 330-
yard rushing performance against 
Valley Lutheran in the last regular 
season game of the season. We had 
a nice tight knit group on the of-
fensive line led by Bryce Middleton 
(Northwood), Josh Kipp, and Bo 
Carbeno. They are  senior lineman 
that we will miss and were huge 
contributors to our program.

Key returning players include Ty 
Klopf, senior defensive back-quar-
ter back.

“Ty will be looked at to lead and 
manage games for us,” Klopf said. 
“He will be seeing what the defense 
is giving us and taking it. He needs 
to play within himself and not 
get caught up in trying to do too 
much.”

Schrank is a senior running 
back/strong safety “who will be 
called on to be our workhorse in 
the ground game and to be the 
leader of our defense,” Klopf said.

Senior running back/inside 
linebacker Konner Carbeno “will 
have multiple roles in our offense, 
but his strongest position will be 
setting the tone on the defensive 
side,” Klopf said, adding senior 
wide receiver/outside linebacker 
Ayden Ruhle “will be looked at to 
step up into our top receiver role 
and also to lock down his edge 
defensively.”

Senior center/defensive tackle 
Maxon Marovich “has been our 
most consistent player the past 
few years. We will look for him 
to maintain and improve on both 
sides of the ball,” Klopf said adding 
that for junior wide receiver/cor-
nerback Ty Murray, “expectations 
are high on Ty, as he has been 
starting since his freshman year. 
We look for him to continue to 
lock down his corner position.”

Wide receiver/cornerback Isiah 
Biers “has a lot of upside and is 
a new addition to the varsity this 
year,” Klopf said. “We are looking 
for him to fit into a spot for us and 
make things happen.”

Junior offensive lineman and 
defensive end Dawson Haller 
“shared time last year filling in for 
injuries behind a veteran senior 
dominant line. We look for him to 

step up and fill those shoes left by 
graduation.”

Sophomore kicker Brooke Falor 
“will again be called on to continue 
to put the ball through the uprights 
for us,” Klopf said. “This group of 
seniors has been the core of our 
program for the past four seasons. 
Most have been playing, if not 
starting, on the varsity since their 
freshman year. We are hoping to be 
able to add enough around them 
to have a very successful season 
and pull ourselves out 
of the funk we have 
been in. Losing teams 
off our schedule and 
having to find games 
to replace them with 
has been a challenge 
and will make the 
task at hand even 
tougher.”

On Schrank, “Conner has made 
drastic strides over the course of 
his high school career,” Klopf said. 
“He’s mainly a defensive player for 
us. As a freshman and sophomore, 
he started to show signs in the 
sophomore season of what he 
could do offensively. He has devel-
oped a tremendous off-season love 
for the weight room and it started 
to show his junior year as he was 
able to play both ways and become 
our featured back in our offense.”

Schrank Leads Coleman Attack

David Cook 
Sports Scene 

Veterans are in short supply 
for the Sanford-Meridian football 
team but a promising group of 
young players has the Mustangs 
excited about the new season.

“We have a pretty young team,” 
said Sanford-Meridian coach Mi-
chael Bilina. “We have a lot of new 
names and new faces at the varsity 
level. They are eager to learn and 
excited for the challenges awaiting 
them. We have had some pretty 
competitive practices and we are 
excited about the season.”

On offense, Sanford-Meridian is 
led by senior wide receiver Dane 
Plichta. A team captain, Plichta 
will provide leadership and a solid 
target in the passing game.

At quarterback, junior Brayden 
Riley is making the move from 
receiver to passer.

“Brayden is a real athletic kid 
and has a real strong arm,” Bilina 
said. “The sky is the limit for him.”

The Mustangs are also excited 
about junior Luke Federer. A run-
ning back and linebacker, Federer 
started on Sanford-Meridian’s 
district title team as a freshman in 

2019. Federer missed last season 
with a shoulder injury but is back 
healthy this season.

“Luke is a natural talent with a 
nose for the football,” Bilina said. 
“He is back bigger and faster and 
we are really excited about what he 
can do.”

Junior Nick Keene is back along 
both the offensive and defensive 
line where he gained starting expe-
rience last season.

Sophomore wide receiver Nick 
Metzger is another promising 
young player to keep an eye on. 
An athletic, 6-foot-3-inch receiver, 

Metzger played varsity basketball 
as a freshman last season.

Numbers are also up at San-
ford-Meridian with 27 players on 
the varsity. The Mustangs are com-
ing off a second straight winning 
season as they went 4-3 last season.

“Overall, we should be fairly 

quick,” Bilina said. “We have pretty 
good team speed. We are not really 
that big so we will have to utilize 
our speed to the best of our ability.”

Bilina expects a competitive 
battle for the Jack Pine Conference 
title with Clare and Gladwin com-
ing in as the teams to beat.

Veteran Core, Talented 
Newcomers Have Sanford-Meridian 
Excited About New Season

Sanford-Meridian will be among the team battling for the
top spot of the Jack Pine Conference this season.
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With the return of a talented 
veteran quarterback and several 
more key veterans, the Mt. Pleasant 

football team is poised to make a 
run at the Saginaw Valley North 
title this season.

While the Oilers graduated a 
number of key players from last 

year’s squad that turned in a 6-2 
record, the team has a skilled core 
to build around this season.

“We have some big shoes to 
fill, especially on offense and the 
defensive line,” said Mt. Pleasant 
coach Jason McIntyre. “I expect 
the Saginaw Valley North to be 
tough this year with many teams 
improving from last year, meaning 
we have a tough schedule ahead 
of us.”

The Oiler offense is led by senior 
quarterback Ryan McIntyre. A 
returning all-conference player, 
McIntyre is an excellent leader who 
can make plays with his arm and 
his legs.

Kory Davis and Max Humphrey 
provide the ground game with a 
pair of solid options. McIntyre has 
a pair of skilled receivers to throw 

to in Scooter Polk and Mason Ron-
dy. Wyatt Ervin and Aidan Klein 
are a pair of newcomers that are 
also in the mix at wide receiver.

The Oilers are rebuilding the 
offensive line around senior guard 
Devein Alspaugh and veteran 
Thomas Narr (6-3, 190). Keep 
an eye on sophomore guard AJ 
Dennis (6-5, 230) who is already 
on the recruiting radar of Central 
Michigan University. Kyle Systema 
and Max Sly are also main contrib-
utors up front.

How quickly the Oilers re-tool 
the lines is a major key to success 
this season.

“The success of this team will 
have a lot to do with how soon we 
gain experience and confidence in 
the offensive and defensive lines,” 
McIntyre said. “Our challenge as 
coaches will be how quickly we can 
get our young players to play at the 
speed and intensity that is required 
at the varsity football level.”

On the defensive side of the ball, 
Alspaugh (6-0, 225) is a return-

ing all-conference defensive end. 
Davis and Humphrey are a pair 
of returning starters at linebacker. 
Scooter Polk is a returning starter 
at defensive back.  

Among the newcomers making 
an impact defensively are Kaden 
Benaske and Klein in the second-
ary and Jesse Henrie at linebacker. 
Defensive lineman Andrew House 
and defensive end Damian Tubbs 
also play key roles along the defen-
sive line.

“After the disappointments of 
losing parts of last season we have 
had positive energy and work 
ethics heading into this season,” 
McIntyre said. “We have a small 
roster and will have to adapt to 
our talent. Our strengths are in 
different areas then they have been 
the past few seasons, which means 
we will have to adapt our schemes 
to fit these strengths. I have been 
really impressed with our senior 
leadership in the offseason, and 
this will be key in how we handle 
adversity throughout the season.”

Senior Quarterback Ryan Mcintyre 
Returns To Lead The Way For Mt. Pleasant

The Mt. Pleasant coaching staff has a talented roster to work with this 
year as they look to make a run at the Saginaw Valley North title.

John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

Belding is coming off a football 
season when the Redskins were 6-2 
and co-champs in the OK Silver 
Conference.

Key graduates from the program 
were Reed Willmore, Tyler Cooper, 
Cache Blunt, Ethan Hodges, Kyle 
Prosser, Tanner Smith, Ethan Sher-
man, Kyle Prosser, Phil Waldron, 
Isiaah Speelman, Ethan Milanows-
ki, Brett Dykstra and Brennen 
Flynn, 

Key returning players include 
sophomore Jack Ward (RB/OLB),  

junior Drew Donovan, (QB/
OLB), senior Matthew Massman 

(OL/OLB), senior Ethan Schmid 
(TE/DL), senior Dylan Rockburn 
(RB/LB) and Drew Willmore (OL/
DL)

“I expect this group of stu-
dent-athletes to be extremely 
competitive,” Price said, adding 
the team’s strength will be “team 
chemistry, work ethic, competitive-
ness. We continue to become more 
familiar with the program.

The conference is v ery compet-
itive. Hopkins, Sparta, and Com-
stock Park appear to be returning 
solid teams.

Price is especially high on Ethan 
Schmid, a senior in his third year 
and a tight end-defensive lineman.

“Ethan was an all-conference 

and all-region player 
for us last season,” 
Price said. “Ethan is a 
weight-room fanatic. 
He is strong, explo-
sive, and athletic. He 
continues to develop 
in the weight room 
and on the field. We 
expect him to be a 
team leader.

“We are moving 
him to TE, offensive-
ly. We hope to utilize 
his athleticism there. 
Ethan is one of the 
most committed players 
in our program.”

Schmid is involved in track and 

wrestling.
“Ethan is not only a tremendous 

football player, he is a terrific kid,” 

Schmid said. “His example in 
school and in the community is 
exemplary.”

Belding Eyes Another League Title

Belding players take on Ludington during a preseason scrimmage.
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After getting a taste of playoff foot-
ball last season, the Chesaning football 
team is hungry for more success this 
season.

Chesaning played in its first playoff 
game since 2007 last season and came 
out with a 36-23 victory over Caro 
before falling to Montrose in the 
second round.

“We capitalized on the automatic 
berth in the playoffs last season by 
traveling to Caro for a victory,” said 
Chesaning coach John Mimranek. “A 
taste of the playoffs has been motivat-

ing, creating a positive impact. Players 
using the 2021 playoff format as a goal 
to work toward for the season.”

A number of players return from 
that playoff squad led by fourth-year 
varsity lineman Brenden Quackenbush 
(6-2, 255). Quackenbush is an anchor 
on both the offensive and defensive 
lines.

Senior Ike Guziak is a versatile 
three-year varsity player who plays 
wide receiver, safety on defense and 
handles the kicking duties. Senior Ty-
ler Sager (6-3, 210) is also a three-year 
varsity player that plays quarterback 
and linebacker. Senior Cody Chalco 

(5-11, 200) is a two-year varsity player 
who plays both offensive and defensive 
line.

A pair of juniors also returning 
to the starting lineup. Eli Escamilla 
earned all-league honors last year and 
plays linebacker and wide receiver 
while Reese Greenfelder is a wide 
receiver and safety.

Sophomore Ben Fowler is a re-
turning starter at offensive guard and 
defensive tackle.

Chesaning has good senior lead-
ership this year with Connor Everett, 
Grant Sampson, Quackenbush and 
Sager. Dakota Sutter, Alex Duranso 

and Zack Machleit (5-10, 240) 
are a trio of players looking to 
make an impact in their se-
nior year. Junior Lane Miller 
also brings playoff experience 
back to the team.

Several newcomers are 
being counted on to step 
up including juniors Josh 
Gotham (defensive end/offen-
sive guard), Carson Hetfield 
(center/defensive tackle), Vito 
Maniaci (offensive tackle/
linebacker) and Ian Russell 
(offensive tackle/linebacker. 
Sophomores Alec Fowler (wide 
receiver) and Conner Qualls 
(running back/linebacker) and 
freshman Brayden Florian (running 
back/linebacker) will also contribute. 

“Keeping a focus on improving each 
week through competitive practices 

will allow the squad to unlock their 
potential,” Mimarek said. “Connecting 
the dots between on-going hard work 
and success is a great lesson for young 
players who are looking to veteran 
players for leadership.”

David Cook 
Sports Scene 
MONTROSE GEARING 
UP FOR BIG YEAR
Montrose went 8-2 last season with 
the lone defeats coming against 
D6 state champion Montague in 
the regional title game and D7 
state champ New Lothrop during 
conference play.

The Rams have plenty of talent re-
turning this year led by senior all-state 
lineman Levi Harber (6-5, 285) who 
has committed to Vanderbilt Univer-
sity of the Southeastern Conference. 
Montrose also returns all-conference 
lineman Aden Viar (6-2, 275). Junior 
lineman Jerrold Atwell (6-0, 290) also 

earned all-conference honors last 
season and returns along with senior 
Braxton Powell (6-3, 215). Monte 
Missentzis is a returning all-conference 
receiver who may also play quarter-
back while sophomore Zack O/Neal 
quarterbacked the junior varsity last 
season. Senior Johnny Mahl returns at 
receiver while junior Owen Emmen-
dorfer (5-8, 170) is a running back 
and returning all-conference defensive 
back.
NEW LOTHROP SET TO 
DEFEND STATE TITLE
The New Lothrop football team 
climbed to the top of the mountain in 
Division 7 as season and the Hornets 
are determined to defend their title 
this season.

A strong core of defensive players 
returns this season led by senior 
defensive tackle Isiah Pasik (6-2, 275). 
Linebacker Garrett Mangino (5-11, 
175) and defensive back Rafael Woods. 
Junior defensive lineman Justin 
Webster (5-10, 290) brings more size 
to the defensive line.
The Hornets have a number of 
positions to fill on the offensive side 
of the football as several key standouts 
graduated. Senior Cannor Cromwell 
is a returning slot receiver while 
Woods returns at wide receiver. At 
quarterback sophomore Jack Kulhanek 
(6-0, 155) is looking to step up with 
Mangino and sophomore Colton 
Symons leading the way at running 
back. Junior tackles Jaden Curry (6-4, 

285) and Cooper Symons 
(6-4, 265) return to anchor 
what will be a big, strong, 
offensive line along with 
junior Grayson Orr (6-3, 
225) with help from Pasik 
and Webster.      

DURAND TO 
CONTEND IN 
MMAC
Durand turned in a 
5-3 mark last season 
and placed third in the 
MMAC. The Railroaders 
have several standouts 
back from that squad led 
by all-conference offensive 
lineman Dylan McDonald 
(6-5, 315). Ethan Coburn also returns 
after earning all-conference honors. 
Junior defensive end Evan Samson (6-
5, 180) is an athletic defense end who 

earned all-conference honors. Junior 
linebacker Wyatt Campbell and senior 
defensive back Ryan Bartholomew 
(6-2, 185) also earned all-conference 
honors.

David Cook 
Sports Scene 

Saginaw Heritage is looking for a 
solid group of seniors to help lead the 
Hawks to a bounce-back season this 
fall after going winless last season.

The Covid 19 pandemic left the 
Hawks with just five regular-season 
games last season and as luck had it, 

they faced the five toughest teams on 
the schedule in Davison, Midland 
Dow, Midland, Mt. Pleasant and Ponti-
ac Notre Dame.

“Last year was a difficult season in 
which we battled Covid and were left 
with five extremely difficult games 
on our schedule,” said Heritage coach 
Justin Thelen. “We played stretches of 

very competitive football and expect 
the struggles of last season to play 
dividends moving forward as our 
underclassmen bought into the strides 
that needed to be made this offseason 
from a strength and speed standpoint.” 

A solid core of seniors returns to 
form the nucleus of this year’s squad. 
Colin Kraatz (6-4, 195) is a returning 

all-conference selection that plays wide 
receiver on offense and linebacker on 
defense. Josh Braley (6-4, 205) is back 
at quarterback and defensive back with 
Darien Gumm (6-0, 210) returning at 
running back and linebacker. Tyrus 
Mcdole and Grant Churchill are 
returning wide receivers and defensive 
backs. Alfredo Garcia (5-11, 260) re-
turns to the offensive line while Logan 
Kennelly will play both offensive and 
defensive line.

Depth and team speed are strong 
points of this year’s squad. The Hawks 
are working on continuing to develop 
in the fundamentals of the game 

including blocking, tackling and 
finishing. 

“These seniors and many others will 
be expected to lead the program both 
on and off the field,” said Thelen. 

Chesaning Football Team Building On 
Last Season’s Positive Playoff Experience

Mid-Michigan Activities Conference 
Loaded With Standout Teams This Season

Saginaw Heritage Counting On Seniors 
To Pace A Bounce-Back Season

Connor Everett (left) and Brenden 
Quackenbush (right) are among the 

senior that provide leadership for 
Chesaning this season.

Defending Division 7 state 
champion New Lothrop looks to be 

strong on defense again this season.

Black and Pantone 2935C Black and Pantone 2935C 

    

                                        
          
 

             
ST. JOHNS – FOWLER – OVID 

989.224.9511 
www.JourneyFCU.org 

 

 
Serving Clinton, Gratiot & Shiawassee Counties 

Bring this ad into 
any JFCU location 

to receive a  

FREE GIFT  
when you open a 

new account! 

    

                                        
          
 

             
ST. JOHNS – FOWLER – OVID 

989.224.9511 
www.JourneyFCU.org 

 

 
Serving Clinton, Gratiot & Shiawassee Counties 

Bring this ad into 
any JFCU location 

to receive a  

FREE GIFT  
when you open a 

new account! 

    

                                        
          
 

             
ST. JOHNS – FOWLER – OVID 

989.224.9511 
www.JourneyFCU.org 

 

 
Serving Clinton, Gratiot & Shiawassee Counties 

Bring this ad into 
any JFCU location 

to receive a  

FREE GIFT  
when you open a 

new account! 

    

                                        
          
 

             
ST. JOHNS – FOWLER – OVID 

989.224.9511 
www.JourneyFCU.org 

 

 
Serving Clinton, Gratiot & Shiawassee Counties 

Bring this ad into 
any JFCU location 

to receive a  

FREE GIFT  
when you open a 

new account! 

    

                                        
          
 

             
ST. JOHNS – FOWLER – OVID 

989.224.9511 
www.JourneyFCU.org 

 

 
Serving Clinton, Gratiot & Shiawassee Counties 

Bring this ad into 
any JFCU location 

to receive a  

FREE GIFT  
when you open a 

new account! 

(989) 725-7117  Owosso • Waterford

BEN & NOAH
JACOBS
• 1 NATIONAL

CHAMPIONSHIP
• 11 NATIONAL

CHAMPIONSHIPS
• 4 ALL-AMERICAN

AWARDS
1510 N. ELMS ROAD

FLINT, MICHIGAN 48532
 moc.cimsp.www

daoR smlE .N 0151  • ,tnilF  IM  23584   

 MOC.SNISBOCAJ@YRAG

L yraG  L yraG   

Since 1925.

Lindsay Soft Water Co.

KEVIN EAREGOOD

1209 Michigan Ave. P.O. Box 401
St. Louis, MI 48880 Gladwin, MI 48624

(989) 681•5436 (989) 426•4220
1•800•244•3464 Cell (989) 429•6576
www.ecowater.com
E-mail:  waterboy@cmsinter.net

Certified Water Specialist

David Cook 
Sports Scene 

The Owosso football team has been build-
ing the foundation for success the past few 
seasons and this fall the Trojans are looking 
for that hard work to pay off.

With a promising group of juniors who 
have experienced success joining the re-
turning varsity players, Owosso is optimistic 
about the upcoming season.

“We are coming off the first back-to-back 
winning junior varsity seasons in years,” said 

Owosso coach Devin Pringle. “There are 
no superstars on this team. We have a lot of 
grinders who will need to be disciplined and 
work together to find a winning Friday night 
formula.”

Junior quarterback Hugh Doyle leads the 
offense.

“Hugh will be a big factor in the success of 
the offense,” Pringle said. “He is an intelli-
gent kid who has the ability to move the ball 
in a variety of ways.”

Senior center Chris Ott is a returning 

all-conference player 
that is the heart and soul 
of the offensive line. Ott 
will help pave the way 
for a promising group 
of running backs that 
includes senior fullback 

Charles Goldman, senior running back Cody 
Fields and junior running back Zach Evon. 
Along the offensive line, the tackle spots are 
manned by senior Matt Churchill and Joe 
Spencer while senior Chayse Zalecki and 
junior Jacob Lauback are handling the guard 
positions. Juniors Taylor Lange and Joe Kaye 
are slotted at tight end.

Senior Seth Hintz paces the defense from 
his linebacker position. Junior Alex Krawczk 
and Lange also start at linebacker.

“Seth has a great motor and ability to 

make a lot of plays,” said Pringle.
The Trojans have a deep and athletic 

defensive line led by Tim Felver, Lauback 
and Zalecki. Senior Bryce Johnston also 
contributes at defensive tackle.

The secondary is solid with Cody Fields 
at safety along with lockdown cornerbacks 
Damien Hart and 
Chrishaun Bates. 
Evon also starts at 
a safety position. 

“I really like this 
group,” Pringle 
said. “There are 
no superstars. Just 
a lot of grinders 
who are depend-
able and willing to 
put the work in.”   

David Cook 
Sports Scene 

Thanks to the return of a 
large group of veteran players, 
the Ovid-Elsie football team 
is primed to climb above the 
.500 mark this season.

“We look forward to having 
a strong season this year with 
many returning players from 
last year’s team,” said Ovid-El-
sie coach Travis Long. “Our 
offensive backfield and offen-
sive line are returning all but 

one player from each group. 
Our secondary is returning 
three players from last year’s 
team and we will be strong 
on our interior offensive and 
defensive lines.”

Senior Eddy Evans (run-
ning back/cornerback) led 
the team in rushing last year 
and picked off five passes on 
defense. Junior Kevin Ley, 
who came up as a freshman, 
is the team’s best offensive 
and defensive lineman. Junior 
running back Logan Thomp-

son has also been up since 
his freshman year and is a 
physical runner. Senior two-
way lineman Dylan Taylor 
is coming off a big summer 
while junior Clay Wittenberg 
(tight end/linebacker) is an 
athletic play-maker.

Ovid-Elsie has a large 
group of seniors contributing 
including Tyler Bancroft (ol/
dl), Dylan Carman (qb/db), 
Alex Eichenberg (te/de), Jacob 
Schaub (wr/db), Max Spiess 
(rb/dl), Colin Fluharty (rb/

de) Rudy Ramirez (ol/dl) 
and Billy Harris (ol/dl). 
Junior running back/line-
backer Landon Stoneman, 
freshman quarterback/
defensive back Axel Newell 
and Kole Middleton (ol/de) 

also return.
“We return a lot of players 

with two years of varsity 
experience,” Long said. “Our 
leadership has been out-
standing in the off-season, 
summer and the first two 
weeks of practice. The key 
for us is to stay healthy. We 
also have to be physical in the 
trenches and on the edge and 
have players step up in key 
roles like quarterback and the 
offensive line.” 

David Cook 
Sports Scene 

The Corunna football team is 
looking to build off a solid season 
that saw the Cavaliers compile 
a 5-4 overall record. Corunna 
peaked in the playoffs winning 
two district games in a row before 
falling to eventual Division 5 state 
runner-up Frankenmuth in the 
district finals.

While low on numbers this 

season, Corunna returns some 
talented players on both sides of 

the line. Senior quarterback Jaden 
Herrick (6-3, 175) returns to pilot 
the offense with senior running 
back Colin Lavery joining him in 
the backfield. Providing the block-
ing is a group of veterans led by 
seniors Trenton Massey (6-0, 225) 
and Zach Worthington (6-2, 290) 
along with junior Kai Heck.

The Corunna defense is led by 
senior defensive lineman Wyatt 
Rosser (6-0, 300), senior linebacker 

Zane Rosser and junior outside 
linebacker Colin Thompson.

A number of newcomers will 
make an impact this season includ-
ing juniors Xavier Anderson (5-11, 
170 running back), Jake Nichols 
(6-0, 235 center) and Peyton Ter-
meer (6-0, 165 running back) and 
sophomores Tarek Bower (5-11, 
150 wide receiver), Wyatt Bower 
(6-0, 175) and Jaden Edington (5-
11, 190 running back).

Team speed and athleticism are 
strong 
points for 
this year’s 
squad. Low 

numbers is a major concern for the 
Cavaliers heading into the season.

“We have a smaller team in 
terms of numbers compared to 
previous years, so we need to stay 
healthy,” said Corunna coach Steve 
Herrick. “We need to continue to 
work hard and gain experience as 
the season progresses.”

The smallest school in the 
conference, Corunna will battle 
Ortonville-Brandon and Goodrich 
for the league title.

Owosso Football Set To Reap The Benefits 
Of Building A Strong Foundation

Large Group Of Returning Players Has 
Ovid-Elsie On Path To Winning Season

Corunna Looking To Build On Last 
Season’s Playoff Success

The Ovid-Elsie football team returns 
a large group of players on both 
sides of the line of scrimmage.
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Ashley’s Logan Drummond has a lot 
of talent and is expected to be a force in 
the 8-player football division.

He’s the Bears quarterback and in his 
third varsity season.

“Logan has grown into a leader and a 
force to be reckoned with,” Ashley coach 
Kevin Saylor said. “He’s a very elusive 
runner and finds holes in the defense to 
get through. During 5-on-5’s this season 
he has shown me that he’s been working 
on his craft and has grown into a very ac-
curate passer. He works hard on and off 
the field and he has good chemistry with 
the coaching staff to try different things 
and suggest things that we may not see.

“I look for his accuracy to be way 
better this year and being a year bigger 
and stronger, the turnovers should come 
way down. Logan showed how explosive 
he can be in the special teams game 
last year. I think he had three or four 
returned for touchdowns. We hope to 
expand on that this year.”

Saylor’s expectations are high.
“I expect more leadership this season, 

more confident passing and working 
on more explosion through the run-
ning game,” Saylor said. “He’s been in 
the weight room during the offseason 
and the 5-on-5’s were a big help that we 
weren’t able to have last year.”

Drummond plays basketball and 
baseball.

“I believe Logan could go onto Divi-
sion 2 or 3 and do well,” Saylor said.                                   

Ashley competes in the North Central 
Thumb League but last year made the 
playoffs for the first time in 11 seasons.

“We lost Jimmy Fabus and Aaron 
Drummond last year, and both were 
all-conference and all-state athletes. 
Their leadership helped turn our pro-
gram around.”

This season, “we will ride heavily on 
Logan Drummond (QB) and Bailey Long 
(RB) this year in the backfield. Both 
are juniors and both are quick, elusive 
type runners. We’re returning Jordann 
Huntoon (OG,DL) on the line, a senior, 

who should be even more dominant this 
year than last. Dillan Beebe, another 
senior, will be returning at either wide 
receiver or fullback and we’re expecting 
good things from him at linebacker also.”

The Bears are short on numbers.
“A lot is going to depend on injuries. 

If we can stay healthy, eligible, and 
committed, then we should compete 
for a playoff spot and hopefully make a 
push for the league,” Saylor said. “I think 
we’ll rely heavily on the run and maybe 
some short passes. We have a few elusive 
guys this year that if we can get in space, 
should do some damage.”

His team needs to work on condition-
ing.

“We have nine committed so far and 
we have to be in good enough shape to 
play every part of every game,” Saylor 
said. “We need leaders to emerge, we lost 
three good ones last year and we have to 
find the new ones. And finally strength, 
we have to get stronger, which we’ve 
made some good strides towards but we 
have to keep going further.”

John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

Montabella’s football team has 
switched to 8-man from a lack of 
numbers, but still has to replace talented 
people from last year.

“Kyle Russell was a tough senior who 
did a lot for our team,” coach Tim Webb 
said. “He played multiple positions, 
wherever he was needed, and played 
hard. Parker Burggren, Gavin Kent, Eli 
Buccieri will all be tough to replace.

Key seniors include Jakob Perkins a 
returning starter (OL/DL).

“He’s had a great summer and we’re 
expecting him to lead our offensive 
line this year,” Webb said, adding Caleb 
Theisen is a returning starter (WR/DB). 
“Caleb has great football instincts and is 
a great athlete. He will lead the defense 
and play a major role on offense.”

Juniors include Dakota Dykhuis, a 
returning starter (WR/DB).

“Dakota led the team in interceptions 
and was a solid contributor on offense,” 
Webb said. “He is poised to have a great 
season.”

Rayce Sackett is a returning starter 
(RB/LB).

“Rayce has great speed,” Webb said. 
“We’re expecting a big year from him.”

“Sophomore Chase Burggren played 
quarterback as a freshman in our win 
against Lakeview last year,” Webb said. 
“He should have a good year leading the 
offense.  

“Transitioning to 8-man football on 
the fly will present some new challeng-
es for the players and coaches. We’re 
looking forward to the scrimmage to see 
what we can do.

I think we have decent overall ath-

leticism. We have lots of inexperienced 
players though so there’s going to be 
plenty of learning opportunities as we 
move forward.”

Webb added: “The first thing we’re 
trying to improve on is our commitment 
level.  Attending practice is not optional. 
So far this year we haven’t had a practice 
with 100 percent attendance. That’s the 
first issue that needs to be fixed. Right 
now we’re just trying to find as many 
games as we can. Hopefully we can get 
close to nine games but we’ll see.”

Not having COVID restrictions has 
been a key.

“Football wise last year was about as 
bad as it gets,” Webb said. “Practicing 
and playing with masks on was some-
thing I never want to experience again. 
It’s really nice to be able to do things like 
have team dinners, camps, fistbump the 
players, etc.”

Drummond Leads Ashley Attack

Montabella Hopes To Be 8-Man Contender
Logan Drummond expects to have 

another huge season for Ashley.

Caleb Theisen is a returning starter (WR/DB). 
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Chippewa Hills has a new football coach 
with Mark Pelong and high hopes for a 
championship football season.

Logan Davis is a senior and returning 
starting QB/safety.

“This year he is a team captain and will 
play an important role on both sides of the 
ball,” Warrior coach Mark Pelong said. “On 
offense, as we go as Logan goes.”

Jace LaLone is a senior right guard-line-
backer. He is a team captain and will be one 
of the anchors of the offensive line and line-
backer corp. Craig Wernette is a senior left 
guard and linebacker, who is a team captain 
and returning two-way starter.

Donivan Todd is a senior linebacker-tight 
end who is a returning two-way starter and 
team captain. Junior Jaeson Aldrich  is a 

returning 2-way starter on the offensive/
defensive lines, who was asked to anchor the 
middle of the defensive front. 

Nick Skinner is a junior who will be an 
important part of the offensive and defensive 
line.

Brock PeLong is a sophomore who will 
be asked to be a two-way starter at tight end 
and defensive end. Brayden Hunt, a sopho-
more, will be asked to be a 2-way starter at 
wide receiver and defensive back. Xander 
Fall, a sophomore will be the starting center 
and defensive tackle.

The Warriors and other football teams 
are minus the distractions which came from 
COVID last season.

PeLong took advantage of this. He added 
Chippewa Hills alum and longtime Beal City 
coach Brad Antcliff to his staff

“With a new coaching staff, the biggest 
thing for us is to install our offensive/defen-

sive concepts and be prepared week,” PeLong 
said. “Being able to spend the summer in 

the Winning Room (weight room) was the 
biggest change from last season.”

John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

Beal City football coach Brad 
Gross is looking forward to 2021.

It sure beats 2020.
“It was a tough year with all 

things considered,” he said. “Our 
record was 7-2. I hope I never have 
to coach in something like that 
again. All of our seniors, I’ll never 
forget the five that had the season 

cut short.”
Key performers in 2020 should 

be six athletes: Matt Oswald (DE/
TE), Wade Wilson (RB/LB), Hunter 
Miles (QB/DL), Chris Whitehead 
(OL/LB), Peyton Sellers (OL/DL) 
and Cade Block (RB/DB).

“I expect all to play key roles in 
helping our team be successful,” 
Gross said. “I expect our team this 
year to compete for a conference 

title and see if we can get a playoff 
spot. We have quite a few guys 
returning this year that seen a lot 
of playing time last year. I see that 
experience being a huge plus this 
year even though some are under-
classmen.

“My biggest concern for the 
year is how we come together as a 
team. We have talent. We just need 
to play as a team for that talent to 
shine for us. I think the Highland 

Conference is very good. McBain 
was our only loss last year but 
many of our games were close and 
could have went either way, We also 
didn’t play Lake City or Houghton 
Lake so I think it is wide open.”

Gross has enjoyed the presea-
son with the lessening of COVID 
restrictions.

“It’s been great,” Gross said. 
“Words can not describe it.”

New Coach Boosts 
Chippewa Hills Fortunes

Beal City Expects To Be 
Championship Contender Again

Beal City is looking to have another strong 
football running attack this season.

Chippewa Hills football team gets ready for the
season during a summer 7-on-7 passing camp.

John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

Fowler has traditionally enjoyed 
a competitive football team and this 
season isn’t expected to be any dif-
ferent for coach John Spicer. Fowler 
was 6-3 a year ago. 

Dominic Horak, Defensive MVP 
of the league, was a key graduate.

Key players back are Chase 
Pung (QB/DB), Evan Curtiss (OL/
DL), Nate Halfman (OL/DL) Zach 
Goerge (OL), Ryan Snyder (OL/
LB), Carson Sillman (LB), Andrew 
Piggott (RB/DB), and Peyton Fol-

lick (halfback/LB).
“We want to get better every 

week,” Spicer said. “We will be a 
little more experienced this year. 
We will work on playing faster.” 

Fowler will be in the CMAC.
“It’s a tough league every year,” 

Spicer said. “Favorites would be Pe-
wamo Westphalia and Laingsburg.”

Spicer and his team has enjoyed 
not having any COVID restrictions. 

“It’s been a good summer for us, 
the weight room has probably been 
one of our best years,” he said.

Fowler Hopes To Improve On 6-3 Record

Chase Pung is quarterback for Fowler.
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David Cook 
Sports Scene 
FRANKENMUTH AIMS TO 
RETURN TO FORD FIELD
It was a memorable season for the 
Frankenmuth football team as the 
Eagles overcame numerous hurdles 
to turn in an 11-1 record and reach 
the Division 5 state finals.
While a number of key players 
graduated from that squad, a strong 
nucleus returns to lead a host of 
younger players determined to 
make another deep playoff run.
Senior Cole Jankowski (6-3, 190) 
is a returning all-conference 
defensive back that is in the mix 
at quarterback. Senior running 
back Cole Lindow is a returning 
all-conference and all-area 
running back that provides plenty 
of production on offense. Senior 
running back Hunter Leddy is 
another running back that offers 
big-play potential.
Paving the way for Lindow and the 
Eagle runners is a line anchored by 
returning all-conference player Alec 
Martin.
A solid core of veterans returns to 
anchor the Eagle defense. Seniors 
Ashton Benkert (5-10, 195) and 
Michael Carter are a pair of 
returning all-conference defensive 
linemen that make moving the 
ball on the Eagles a challenge. 
Senior Floyd Atwood returns in the 
secondary along with Jankowski 
and Leddy. 

Frankenmuth has a large group 
of juniors poised to step up and 
contribute including quarterbacks 
Aiden Hoard (6-4, 200) and 
Brenden Marker, running back Sam 
Barger, linemen Matthew Kelly, 
Nate Jackson (6-5, 210) and Carter 
Weiss, wide receiver Travis Brenner, 
tight end Drew Titsworth and 
linebackers Dalton DeBeau (6-0, 
200) and Dayne Reif. 

ESSEXVILLE-GARBER 
GEARED UP FOR 
BIG YEAR
With a load of talent returning on 
both sides of the line, Essexville-
Garber is poised for a big season.
Heading up Garber’s returning 
talent is senior lineman Alex 
VanSumeren (6-3, 300). One of 
the premier high school defensive 
tackles in the entire nation and the 
top recruit in the state of Michigan, 
VanSumeren has committed to 
Michigan State.
On offense, the Dukes can put up 
plenty of points with an offense 
led by senior all-conference 
quarterback Tommy Szczepanski 
(6-4, 205) who brings a big-time 
arm to the field. Logan Anthony 
is a returning all-conference wide 
receiver as is senior Blaise Millar 
giving Szczepanski plenty of 
downfield options. Anthony hauled 
in 54 passes for 1,114 yards and 12 
touchdowns last season. Senior Kyle 
Janke (5-10, 210) has outstanding 
strength at center and linebacker. 
Senior Colton Potts (5-10, 180) 

brings good speed and 
strength at running 
back and cornerback.

VETERAN GROUP 
RETURNS TO 
MIDLAND DOW
Midland Dow has been 
to the state playoffs 
the last eight years and 
with a wealth of talent 
returning the Chargers 
are primed to keep the 

streak going.
Quarterback Jack Backus (6-5, 
200) is a returning all-conference 
quarterback with a strong 
arm. Backus has a pair of all-
conference wideouts back to 
throw to in seniors Carter Kohtz 
and Tucker Pomranky. Up front, 
the line is anchored by returning 
all-conference lineman Danny 
Kowalczyk.
The Charger defense is led by all-
conference defensive back Chritz. 
Linebackers Dawson Studebaker 
and Evan Chronowski are a pair 
of second-team, all-conference 
returnees. Senior defensive tackle 
Danny Watkins returns up front.   

MILLINGTON LOOKS TO 
CONTINUE WIN STREAK
The Millington football team has 
not suffered a non-winning season 
since 1988 and with a large group 
of seniors back the Cardinals are in 
position to keep that streak going.
Putting the offense in gear is senior 
quarterback Issac Slough who is 
a poised passer with the ability to 
run for yardage. Jerdannio Bailey 
(5-11, 160) is a dynamic slot back 
that is dangerous in the open field. 
Senior Leyton Mays returns at 
running back and is a starter at 
linebacker on defense. Drew Kihn 
is back at a wide receiver position 
and is a defensive back. Logan 
Curtis returns at wideout and 
defensive end with senior Jared 
Legue at linebacker and senior 
Kadyn LaChapelle at defensive end. 
Senior Avery Barron returns along 
the offensive line along with junior 
Dominic Novelli.   

BAY CITY CENTRAL 
POISED TO IMPROVE
With several talented young players 
returning, Bay City Central is in 
position to improve this season.
A healthy Kyle Sporman at 
quarterback has the Wolves primed 
for improvement on offense. 
Junior Luke Zanotti (6-4, 285) is a 
returning all-conference player and 
one of the top young linemen in the 
state. Senior running back Jomar 
Griffin (5-7, 180) is poised for a 
breakout year running the football. 
The Central defense is led by a pair 
of returning all-conference junior 
linebackers in Carlos Harris (6-1, 
190) and Ben Sporman 6-0, 205).   

BAY CITY WESTERN AIMS 
FOR WINNING SEASON
With a veteran senior class leading 
the way, Bay City Wester has its 
sights set on its first winning season 

since 2012.
The Warriors hit the .500 mark 
last year and returns veterans like 
running back Joe Wiedyk (5-10, 
210) and cornerback Cole Melick, 
a pair of returning all-conference 
players. Defensive end Josh 
Charbonneau (6-1, 235), defensive 
lineman Trevor Cianek (5-8, 220), 
linebacker Trey Cianek, Patrick 
Ivan and Trevor Rajewski bring 
more experience to the field.   

BAY CITY GLENN LOOKS 
TO BOUNCE BACK
John Glenn is aiming for a bounce 
back season after posting a 1-6 
record.
The Bobcats have some strong 
returning players on the defensive 
side of the ball led by senior 
linebacker Joseph Maier (6-1, 215). 
Senior quarterback Wyatt 
Weyrowski (5-8, 185) returns to 
pace the offense at quarterback. 
Seniors Carson Dabrowski and 
Mitchell Nesbitt return at wide 
receiver. Senior offensive tackle 
Cole Strieter (6-5, 260) anchors the 
offensive line.  

SAGINAW NOUVEL EAGER 
TO HIT THE FIELD
After having to forfeit their first 
playoff game last season and see 
the season come to an end due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, Saginaw 
Nouvel is eager to kick things off 
this year.
Returning all-conference linebacker 
Matthew Garcia (6-1, 215) leads 
the way for the Panthers. Senior 
defensive lineman Jon Tunney (6-
1, 190) also earned all-conference 
last season. On the offensive side 
of the ball, junior lineman Hayden 
Simerson (5-10, 220) is a returning 

all-conference player. Junior Beau 
Hausbeck and sophomore Preston 
Otter are in the mix at quarterback. 
Junior running back Ayiteh Sowah 
leads the ground game.

SWAN VALLEY LOOKS 
FOR IMPROVEMENT 
Swan Valley will have a young and 
improving team this season after 
turning in a 4-4 mark last season.
Freshman Colton Klein is stepping 
in at the quarterback spot. Senior 
Dee Bond (6-3, 270) anchors the 
offensive line. The Vikings have a 
pair of solid linebackers in Drew 
Kaeckmeister and Trevor Grandy.

SAGINAW CO-OP 
READY TO DEBUT
The co-op football program of 
Saginaw High School and Saginaw 
Arthur Hills kicks off this season.
The new Saginaw squad has plenty 
of talented players to work with 
led by second-team, all-conference 
running back Kieryus Boone (5-7, 
170). Karim McCune is a returning 
all-conference wide receiver while 
Dylan Moore earned all-conference 
honors at defensive back. 

CHANGE IN STORE 
FOR BIRCH RUN
The Birch run football team has a 
new look to it this season. Along 
with several new players, the 
Panthers have a new coach in Nick 
Maksimchuk.
The Panthers do return a veteran at 
quarterback in Jacen Torres (6-0, 
185). Torres is an excellent passer 
who is also a threat when he runs. 
Cos Davis and Dom Huyck are a 
pair of experienced pass catchers 
while Riley Staley anchors the 
offensive line. Davis is also a ball-
hawking defensive back. 

Saginaw, Bay, Midland Area 
Football Teams Gearing Up 
For Success This Season

Bay City John Glenn 
returns several 
players on both 
sides of the ball this 
season.  

Senior running back Cole Lindow is one of 
a number of key returnees for Frankenmuth.
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Saginaw Michigan Lutheran Seminary 
football coach Karl Schmugge is hoping 
this will be a special season for his football 
team.

“I’m just happy to have the COVID 
season behind us,” he said. “Since so many 
of our athletes are from out of town, it was 
hard to get organized. ”

Key players graduated from last season’s 
team.

“Tobias Edgett was running back-line-
backer and our best overall player,” 
Schmugge said. “Nathan Seafert at defen-
sive back and Drew Reif at offensive tackle 
were some of the biggest players we’ve had 

in recent years. Eli Slangor was an all-con-
ference running back. ”

Key players for Seminary include junior 
quarterback Evan Wakefield. 

“This is his second year at QB so I expect 
much improvement,” Schmugge said. “Dan 
Hilgendorf, senior guard-linebacker, is 
our team leader. Senior Hunter Frederick 
at guard defensive line should be much 
improved but was a starter on the line 
last year. Ryan Dabe, a junior running 
back-linebacker, will be an important con-
tributor and is a versatile athlete. 

“We only have four starters back on each 
side of the ball, so we will need to gel as the 
season progresses. I know that they will 
give everything they have and never quit no 
matter how the game is going.”

Team strengths will be “our offensive 
line, great team chemistry and decent team 
speed,” Schmugge said. “We will need to 
work on our skill positions as we lost all of 
those starters from last year. We also need 
to be in great shape as we have the lowest 
number of players on our team in many 
years. ”

It’s going to be a tough conference, 
Schmugge predicted.

“Ithaca is always vying for the top posi-
tion, as is Nouvel,” Schmugge said. “I would 
hope that we can fit in toward the top of the 
conference, as we usually do. ”

Not having to deal with COVID is “super 
wonderful. It is best for the mental health 
of our athletes to just enjoy being a kid and 
playing a sport for fun.”

John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

Midland High football coach Eric 
Methner is entering his 24th season 
with a record of 105-34.

The 2020 season was special with 
an 8-1 overall record and 6-0 mark for 
first place the SVL Blue Division.

Key losses were Al Money (QB), 
Drew Johnson (RB/LB), Eli Gordon 
(DB/WR), Chase Mahabir (LB/OL), 
Ty Fegan (DB), Hunter Kruger (DL), 
Nick Dauer (DB), Jarrett Wagner (LS), 
Parker Winter (C) and Zach Wilder 
(OL).

Key returners are Drew Barrie 
(QB), Zion Douglas (WR/DB), Tim 
Vokal (RB), Nick Kruger (DL), Kyle 
Leigeb (WR), Sam Dauer (WR/DB), 
John Hine (DL), Colin Coffey (OL/
DL) and Logan Ware (OL)

“I like our overall team speed,” 
Methner said. “Offensively, we have 
some good athletes at our skill po-
sitions. Defensively, we want to play 
fast, and we have some guys plugged 
in who are capable of doing so. We 
place a lot of emphasis on special 
teams. We have a couple of guys vying 
for the kicking duties.  Everyone is ex-
cited to start practice. We have a nice 
mix of senior veterans and some very 

talented juniors and sophomores.
“We are like everyone else…we 

need to avoid the injury bug. We have 
some depth, but currently it is not a 
strength of ours. We have the potential 
to be a good team. Our goal will be to 
practice hard each day, and try to be 
a better team each and every day all 
season long. We have some potential 
underclassman starters who will need 
to successfully make the adjustment to 
the pace and physicality of the varsity 
level. We will strive to build overall 
depth moving forward. Our schedule 
is tough. There will be great competi-
tion each week in the SVL, with multi-
ple teams vying for the top spots.”

John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

Midland is expected to have 
another outstanding football sea-
son and among the reasons is the 
return of senior quarterback Drew 
Barrie at 6-foot-4, 200 pounds.

“Drew was a first team Sag-
inaw Valley League linebacker 
in 2020,” coach Eric Methner 
said. “He also played tight end 
for the Chemics. Drew will be the 
starting quarterback this sea-
son. He has a strong arm and is a 

very capable runner as well. Drew 
is an outstanding student; and his 
intelligence extends to the football 
field. He’s a leader on and off the 
field. 

“We are expecting Drew to help 
lead our team this season. Drew 
Barrie is also a standout basketball 
player; and was named first-team 
SVL last season as a junior for the 
Chemics. He is being actively re-
cruited in basketball and football.”

Barrie was quarterback as a 
freshman and sophomore but not 

as a junior on the freshman and JV 
levels.

He was a tight end, H back, 
and linebacker on the varsity last 
season.

“I liked it,” he said, adding he 
ran the ball, caught passes and did 
some running on offense. “One of 
my strengths was being able to run 
routes and catch the ball.”

Barrie feels more at home being 
quarterback.

“It’s definitely a change and I’m 
glad to be back at it,” he said. “I still 

took reps at quarterback last year. 
It’s nice to be back at that spot.”

Barrie feels comfortable as a 
running and passing quarterback.

As a passer, “I’m a taller guy 
(6-4) so I’m able to see over the 
line pretty well,” Barrie said. “I 
have power running the ball. I’m a 
basketball player as well.”

The Chemics “are going to be a 
real good team,” Barrie said. “We’re 
a younger team. We need to get 
better as we go along. One of our 
goals is winning the district.”

Lutheran Seminary Eyes Winning Season

Midland Hoping For Another Special Season

Midland Quarterback Excited With 2021 Prospects

Midland will have a big home game on Oct. 
15 with Saginaw Heritage.

Senior quarterback Drew Barrie leads the 
way for midland’s football team.

Evan Wakefield is a junior quarterback 
for Michigan Lutheran Seminary.
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It was a memorable season for Freeland 
coach Kevin Townsend and his players in 2020.

Just wait for 2021.
Freeland was 9-2 in 2020 and lost in the state 

semifinals. The two losses for Freeland were to 
Frankenmuth and Grand Rapids Catholic Cen-
tral and both teams played for the state crown 
in Division 5.

“It was a pretty good season, which included 
a lot of COVID testing and a ton of emotional 
ups and downs,” Townsend said, noting among 
the key graduates were Ben Wellnitz, “a tough 
kid on both sides of the ball.” He was a Saginaw 
Dream Team linebacker and MHSFCA All-
State tight end.

Easton Armstrong “was probably our most 
improved player last year,” Townsend said, 
adding Cole Wiese “was one of our est offensive 
and defensive lineman. He stepped in and 
played center when our starter broke his hand 
on the first play of our first game. lake Watson 
was another improved player at defensive line. 
He really bought into the weightroom and 
changed his diet. Nolan Vanloo is as tough as 

nails as a three-sport stud and will play baseball 
at Lawrence Tech next season.”

Senior quarterback Bryson Huckeby “will 
lead the team like he has for the past four years,” 
Townsend said, adding “Jacob Kundinger is 
a senior running back/linebacker three-year 
starter at LB. Last year he was all region and we 
expect nothing less this season. ”

Alex Duley is a senior wide receiver/defen-
sive back “who broke his ankle week five last 
year. He is out to prove how good he can be 
this season. rant Bakos is a senior wide receiver 
“who is a really good possession receiver and 
quick, Townsend added.

Senior Cole Fournier at running back and 
defensive back “broke his ankle last season 
for week five. He is a hard hitting tough DB ” 
Townsend said.

Garrett Pistro “is an emotional player. He 
will give everything he has on every play, that 
is a guarantee,” Townsend said, adding Nathan 
Leviston, as a senior running back and defen-
sive back “is a tough cover corner. He could be 
the one of the best players on both sides of the 
ball for us.”

Junior running back/defensive back Evan 

Vasicek “ s one of the fastest kids in our pro-
gram. We are excited to see him put up some 
yards this year,” Townsend said, adding senior 
offensive lineman and linebacker CJ Schultz 
“might be the strongest kid in our program. 
He will definitely be playing with a chip on his 
shoulder this year. ”

Not to be forgotten is junior offensive line-
man-linebacker Gabe Blanchard.

“Gabe has started at outside linebacker since 
he was a freshman,” Townsend said. “He is 
tough, long, and physical. ”

Losing in the regionals, then the semi-finals, 
we have 18 seniors that are hungry. Our goal 
is to play Clare week 1, then Alma week 2, and 
so on.”

Depth and senior leadership will be team 
strengths, Townsend said. But the team needs 
to take care of the ball and create turnovers.” 

It’s a new season, thankfully, for Freeland.
“The boys are excited,” Townsend said. “We 

played from Aug. 10 until Jan 16 last season. 
There was lots of extra practice and lots of ups 
and downs with emotions. Hopefully they stay 
this way. ”

John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

Ionia football coach Chad 
Rhynard is looking to overcome 
the challenges his team had to 
endure with the restrictions 
from COVID in 2021.

“It was a difficult year to get 
much installed with the restric-
tions, but our players worked 
hard throughout the year and 
helped to lay the groundwork 
to what we hope will be an 
improved 2021 season,” said 
Rhynard, who graduated some 
key people. “Blake Bookie was 
a three-year starting quarter-
back who graduated. His arm 
will certainly be missed. Aiden 
Clute was a two-year offensive 

line-defensive line starter and 
his toughness will be missed as 
well.”

Trevor Tooker is a senior 
running back safety “who will 
be a three year starter and will 
slide from slot to running back 
this year,” Rhynard said. “He is a 
very well-rounded player whom 
we will lean heavily on this year 
on both sides of the ball.”

Senior tight end-defensive 
end Brandon Grant “will also be 
a three-year starter,” Rhynard 
said. “His size and speed give us 
excitement for the potential of 
player he may be this year.”

Senior Austin Hillabrant is a 
quarterback-linebacker.

“This will be Austin’s third 
year on varsity as well,” Rhynard 
said. “He’s gotten some time 
at QB but this will be the first 
year that will be his primary 
position. His speed gives us 
excitement for him at the QB 
spot.

“We want to win more 
games. Ahead of that, though, 
I’d like to see our team turn 
the corner with the physicality 
we play with this year in each 
game.

We return 14 starters from 
last year’s team. This allows us 
to build on what we did last sea-
son, without having to re-teach 
much. Although we return 14 
starters, depth will be a major 

concern. Aside from that, con-
tinuing to grow more confident 
in our physicality each day will 
be important.”  

The conference “always goes 
through Portland and Lansing 
Catholic Central,” Rhynard said. 
“I see those two being at the 
top once again. The other four 
teams will be competitive from 
there. ”

Having a preseason like this 
with the lessening of COVID 
restrictions “has been fantastic,” 
Rhynard said. “It is so nice to 
get our kids a normal summer 
and get installed all the things 
this summer we couldn’t do last 
year.” 

Freeland Expected To Be Title Contender

Ionia Hopeful For Strong Season

Freeland’s Bryson Huckeby.

Freeland’s Jacob Kundinger.

Trevor Tooker will be a key player for Ionia.

David Cook 
Sports Scene 
ROCKORD PASSING 
GAME SET TO TAKE OFF
With one of the top quarterbacks in 
the state and the arrival of a big-play 
receiver in the offseason, the Rockford 
football team is prepared for lit off.
Senior quarterback Zac Ahern (6-3, 
200) is a polished passer who turned 
in a big junior season. Junior Alex 
McLean is a slippery target in the 
passing game and the Rams picked 
up a big addition during the summer 
when former Lowell all-conference 
receiver Tyler Vroman (6-3, 185) 
transferred in for his senior season. 
Vroman is a tall, talented receiver who 
has committed to Army for his college 
football.
Rockford has another Division 1 

player on the roster is senior defensive 
end Kade Kostus (6-3, 245) who 
provides impact play on the defensive 
side of the ball. Senior safety Samuel 
Watts (6-2, 210) is another Ram with 
college potential.
The Rams have a large and versatile 
team with plenty of experience and 
will again be in position for a deep 
post-season run.

DEFENSE, LINE PLAY 
KEY FOR LOWELL
Lowell with lean on an experienced 
defense and strong line play as it looks 
to contend for the title in the rugged 
Ottawa-Kent White Division.
Senior defensive end Josh Rau (6-
3, 215) earned all-state honors and 
returns to anchor the defense. Senior 
Carter Blough (6-2, 210) is back at 
middle linebacker.

On the offensive side of the ball, junior 
tackle Ian George (6-6, 260) returns 
to anchor the offensive line. Junior 
Carson Crace (5-11, 185) returns at 
linebacker and fullback on offense.

GREENVILLE LOOKING 
TO BOUCE BACK
The Greenville football team is looking 
for a bounce-back season after turning 
in an 0-6 record last season.
The Yellowjackets are building the 
defense around senior defensive 
end Carter Merritt (6-5, 215) who 
brings good size and quickness to the 
position. Junior Kameron Cooper 
(5-10, 200) looks to step in at middle 
linebacker.
On offense, senior quarterback AJ 
Fox (6-2, 185) will lead the attack 
with junior running back Isaac Dailey 
primed to head up the ground game.

West Side Area Football Teams 
Feature Plenty Of Talent

Senior quarterback Zak Ahern heads up 
what will be a potent air game at Rockford.

Hours: 
Monday and Wednesday 9 to 8 

Tuesday, Thursday Friday 9-6, Saturday 9-3

W. M57 Greenville, MI

Ph. (616) 754-5566
Toll Free (866) 358-7473

Over 100 Available Cars to 
Choose From

Come Shop 

At Our New 

Location!

www.Blakehollenbeckinc.com
CheCk Out Our InventOry

3984 W. Monroe (M-46)
Alma, MI 48801

• Square & Round Spouting & Accessories • Truss Kits 
•Screw Conveyors & Parts • Power Transmission Components 
• Belting, Buckets & Fasteners • Drag Conveyors & Accessories 

• Level Controls • Bin Sweeps and Unloading Equipment

Ph.: (989) 463-4532
Fax: (989) 463-4560

Toll Free: 1-877-681-3064
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SOURCE FOR 

MILL ACCESSORIES
www.premier-com.com
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John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

Carrollton’s football team is 
coming off a disappointing 2020 
season after having to put up with 
COVID and other distractions.

But coach Nathan Wotta is 
promising things are going to be 
very different in 2021.

“With the distractions and the 
mental and emotional strain of 
the COVID shortened season, the 
start and stops, the restrictions, all 
made for a very difficult season on 
top of playing in a very talented 
and difficult TVC schedule,” Wotta 
said. “The shortened time frames 
and the rush to prepare really 
caused the coaches and players to 
feel rushed and not spend the usual 
time to install, prepare, and care 
for our student-athletes. We were 
thankful to have a season, but it 
did not meet the expectations that 
we had set for ourselves. 

“Wide receiver Caleb James was 
a top performer for us and is now 
at Northern Michigan Univer-
sity. Linebacker-fullback Bryce 
Williams has enrolled in a school 
in Gulf Shores, Ala., and will play 
football for Goode Elite Prep 
this year. Santana Meredith had 
an offer and seriously considered 
going to Madonna University but 
ultimately chose to stay closer to 
home, attend Delta College and 
also join the work force. John 
Garchow graduated and he too is 
joining the work force.”  

But there is plenty of talent 
returning for Carrollton.

Senior DJ Voltz is a returning 
All-State performer.

“His role has changed this year, 
and he has embraced his new role 
on the team and is doing a great 
job of working with his teammates 
and holding himself and them 
accountable,” Wotta said. “Arthur 

Gomez will be a first-year starter 
and has had a very good sum-
mer. In the weight room he is one 
of our hardest workers, and he has 
also embraced a leadership role 
which goes well with his infectious 
and energetic demeanor.

“Senior Francisco Flores will 
start his third year as an offensive 
lineman on the varsity team.  A 
very bright player with a very high 
football IQ, he is the anchor of our 
offensive line and is a ‘coach on 
the field’ type guy. This is a team 

that has a small core of guys that 
have really embraced the struggles 
of the last year. They haven’t given 
excuses, they show up and work 
hard and that will reflect on the 
field. The players that have shown 
up this summer have done very 
well. We have gotten better as 
players and as a team because of 
their commitment to the process of 
improvement. What I’m impressed 
about most with this team is that 
they aren’t looking at who we don’t 
have, they are working hard and 
appreciating what we do have.”

Wotta said his team’s strengths 
are being driven by competitive-
ness.

“I’m hoping that also creates 
a more demanding culture of 
grittiness,” he said. “We really need 
to continue to work on com-
munication. Players are starting 
to understand how important it is 
off the field, and I’m hoping that it 
translates to what they do and say 
on the field. 

“Top to bottom, the TVC 

schedule is incredibly demanding 
each week. You need to bring a 
well-prepared and well-executed 
game plan every week if you want 
to compete in this league. You can 
look at any division in the TVC 
and the schools which are mem-
bers and you recognize names of 
the programs there because of their 
rich traditions of success. The TVC 
is such a tough conference, with 
very good players and some great 
coaches, if you find yourself at the 
top of your division, you have real-
ly accomplished something.” 

It’s been refreshing for Wotta to 
go through a preseason without 
COVID concerns.

“It’s been amazing and critical-
ly important,” be said. “We have 
had time to mentally, physically, 
and emotionally prepare for the 
adversities that football presents 
us each year. Not having this time 
last year, I believe, really hurt our 
performance because of the lack 
of preparation time, but.. we were 
thankful to be able to play the 
game we love.”

Carrollton Looking For Championship Season
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PERSONALIZED 
COACHING

107 East Superior Street
Alma, Michigan 48801

www.blockhouse.live

PLAY
TOGETHER

FRIDAY NIGHT MARIO GOLF

A historic opera house becomes a one-of-a-kind meeting place 
for friends, fans, and newcomers. Taste international street foods, 
sip curated drinks, and be dazzled by a competitive esports stage 
where teams face off and live-stream the action. Grab a bite. Kick 
back. And be thrilled.

phone:  (989) 444-8889
email:  thehouse@blockhouseesports.com

Play in a miniature tournament at Block House between 9pm and 11pm to 
compete for a $100 cash prize. Take your chance to win  while everyone is 
learning the game!

Whether you’re just starting out or already 
playing professionally, our coaching staff can 
tailor a plan to help you take your game to the 
next level. With multiple years of competitive 
gaming experience, Block House’s certifi ed 
coaches offer customized lessons and prac-
tices across a wide variety of titles including 
League of Legends, Apex Legends, Rocket 
League, and Super Smash Bros. Appoint-
ments available online or in person.

Elementary to high school players take the 
stage, team up, and show off  some  incredi-
ble skills to the cheers of parents, friends, and 
fans. Fornite BEL competed this past summer 
every Sunday

MENU tices across a wide variety of titles including 
Street foods and small plates from 
around the world crafted by Chef 
Ethan Smerdon.

YOUTH LEAGUES


