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PublIShEr’S NOTE
Hello sports fans, it’s another great day here at High 

School Sports Scene Magazine.
And what a year the 2018-19 school year was for 

our area athletes.
From New Lothrop and Morrice winning football 

state titles in the fall, Pewamo-Westphalia winning a 
double-double in boys and girls basketball during the 
winter and Millington winning a first-ever team state 
championship this spring, area teams, athletes and 
coaches did the area proud.

Not only did all the state champions make the area 
proud, but all the young athletes, coaches, adminis-
trators, officials, boosters and fans worked together 
to make the high school sports seasons a rewarding 
experience for all who participated.

High school athletics is a big part of the fabric of 
communities in the state of Michigan and their ben-
efits extend well beyond the championships and titles 
won. Our young men and women learn important life 
lessons that will serve them for years to come. 

Our local communities are also drawn together by 
the games and events our high school students take 
part in. In an age where the smart phone, computer 
and television dominate, the value of communities 
coming together to support local student-athletes is 
priceless. Home town values and a sense of commu-
nity is even more important in this modern society 
and high school sports is one of the few remaining 
platforms where members of a community can come 
together and share in a common goal and bond.

With the start of school drawing closer, another 
great high school sports season will soon be upon us. 
Enjoy the last days of of summer and make every day 
count.

With the fall season coming up, follow our previews 
of the upcoming season online at www.highschool-
sportsscene.com and like us on Facebook. Enjoy this 
issue looking back at the great 2018-19 high school 
year.

Thank you to all our supporters and advertisers. 
Without you there would be no High School Sports 
Scene and our local student-athletes and fans will be 
the ones that miss out.

See you  in the fall!!!

555 E Downie St 
Alma, MI 48801 
(517) 202-1808
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Scout Nelson: 
Female Athlete Of The Year
John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

Regardless of her sport, Mount 
Pleasant Sacred Heart’s Scout Nel-
son was a true champion.

The 2018-19 Sports Scene 
Female Athlete of the Year sparked 
her cross country team to a state 
title and helped her basketball 
team again be a prominent power 
and lifted the track squad to state 
contention.

Nelson had a dream to help her 
Mount Pleasant Sacred Heart girls 
basketball team win a Division 4 
state girls basketball championship.

Prior to the start of the season, 
Nelson fulfilled another dream 
by signing a letter to play college 
basketball at Davenport University. 
She’ll also run track.

“It all started with the relation-
ships I made with the coaches, 
they were extremely outgoing and 

personable,” Nelson said. “When 
I visited the campus I couldn’t 
find anything that I didn’t like and 
everything else sort of fell into 
place from there. I met my future 
teammates and I have sat in on 
practices. I am extremely excited 
to join such a competitive and fun 
environment.”

“She’s been my starting point 
guard her fourth year now,” Sacred 
Heart coach Damon Brown said. 
“She has a great knack of making 

everybody better. 
That’s one thing I’ve 
talk to her about on 
how can she make 
everyone better.”

Nelson said she’ll 
be a point guard on 
the basketball team 
and a mid-distance 
track athlete. 

“I added a 
strength train-
ing class into my 
schedule, and I have 
been working a little 
extra on my game,” 
she said. “I try to take advantage 
of every opportunity I get with the 
ball to improve whether in games 
or practices. Ever since I was a little 
girl I have had a dream of playing 
college basketball, and I am so 
excited to get to continue playing 
the game I love. I am also grateful 
that I still get to compete in track 
as well, and the coaches are very 
flexible and willing to let me do 
both sports.”

She was an all-state in basket-
ball and scored a school record 43 
points in a game against Beal City.

In cross country, Nelson was the 
seventh-place runner in the team 
race and eighth overall with a time 
of 19:50.1. The Irish won another 
team state title.

“I’ll miss the people who have 
been brought into my life, especial-
ly the McConnell sisters,” Nelson 
said. “I’ve been running with them 
since the fourth grade.”

For the grand finale, Nelson was 
a multi-state champion in track.

Nelson ran the 400 meters once 
this season and won the MSAC 
title with a PR of 58.15. She ran the 
800 meters and only lost once. She 
got a PR of 2:19.54 for first place at 
the state meet, Division 4.

For the 1,600 meters, she had a 
PR of 5:10.75 at the Alma College 
Scottie Classic and took second at 
state. 

Nelson anchored the 4x400 relay 
team, which was first at state in 
4:06.34. She anchored the 4x800 
relay team, which also took first in 
9:50.27. Sacred Heart took third 
place.

“I have been running with the 
McConnell girls since I was in fifth 
grade so running my last race, the 
4x800 relay, with them was bitter-
sweet,” Nelson said. “Ending with 
a state championship and a school 
record was really special since it 
was our last race together. 

“Overall, I couldn’t think of 
a better way to end my athletic 
career at Sacred Heart.”

Scout Nelson was an All-Stater in girls basketball.
and a state champion in track.
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Male Athlete of the Year: Brec Alward 
A Source Of Impact Plays Throughout 
The Year For Alma Teams
Greg Chrapek 
Sports Scene 

On the football field, the 
basketball court or on the 
track, Alma’s Brec Alward was 
a source of production for 
Panther athletic teams both 
during his senior season and 
throughout his career.

A standout football and 
basketball player who also ran 
track in the spring, Alward 
was a reliable contributor no 
matter the season.

Alward’s senior season was a 
shining example of what a high 
school athlete can accom-
plish. In an age where athletes 
specializing in one sport is 
becoming the norm, Alward 
not only played football and 
basketball and ran track, but 
performed at a high level in 
all three as he earned all-state 
honors in all three sports.

On the football field, Alward 
turned in a season to remem-
ber. Alward helped Alma turn 
in an 8-1 regular season and a 
playoff win. A first-team, all-
state running back in Division 
3-4, Alward rushed for 1,994 
yards and scored 22 touch-
downs. An excellent receiver 
out of the backfield, Alward 
also caught 11 passes for 172 
yards and four touchdowns. 
Alward turned in a huge 
performance in Alma’s playoff 
opener against Big Rapids. In 

a 26-3 win, Alward rushed 
for 313 yards and scored 
three touchdowns. Alward 
also rushed for 311 yards and 
scored five touchdowns in a 
win over Bullock Creek during 
the regular season.

While Alward is blessed 
with a combination of speed 
and outstanding athletic abili-
ty, his work ethic enabled him 
to tap into all his talent.

“Brec is a very hard worker 
and will do anything that the 
team needs him to do,” said 
Alma coach Dan Falor. “He 
had a great senior season. He 
works extremely hard in the 
offseason. Brec is one of the 
hardest workers we’ve had 
come through Alma.”

Alward’s talent and produc-
tion was not lost on college 
recruiters. An excellent student 
with a 3.75 grade-point aver-
age, Alward will continue his 
academic and athletic career at 
Northwood University.

During the basketball sea-
son, Alward helped lead Alma 
to both district and regional 
championships. A four-year 
varsity player, Alward was part 
of four district titles, two con-
ference titles and regional title 
during his career at Alma.

An honorable-mention, all-
state selection, Alward turned 
in one of his best efforts in 
the regional semifinals against 
an undefeated Bridgeport as 
he led the Panthers with 11 
points.

During the track season, 
Alward put up some impres-
sive numbers in the sprints. 
Alward earned all-state honors 
in track as he placed fourth 
in the 200-meter dash with a 
time of 22.63.3. Alward helped 
Alma to a sixth-place team 
finish at the Division 2 region-
al at Chippewa Hills where 
he won both the 100-meter 
dash (11.40) and the 200-me-
ter dash (22.74). Alward also 
broke the school record in the 
200-meter dash as he turned 
in a new record-time of 22.47 
at the Greater Lansing Honor 
Meet.  

Alma's Brec Alward
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Coaches Mull MHSAA’s New Football Playoff System
John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

BIG RAPIDS — When area 
football coaches get their teams 
ready for the 2019 season, one 
of the goals would be six wins to 
make the playoffs.

But it all changes in 2020.
The MHSAA stated in a press 

release that beginning with the 
2020 season, eight divisions will 
be determined before the season, 
and 32 playoff qualifiers from each 
division will be selected at the end 
of the regular season based on 
playoff-point average – there no 
longer will be automatic qualifica-
tion based on win total. A team’s 
strength of schedule will be the 
overriding factor in whether a 
school qualifies for the 256-team 
playoff field. Schools will earn 
points even if they lose to a quality 
opponent.

This format also will have 
predetermined divisions. Unlike 
the present season, a school will no 
longer have to wait for the Sunday 
selection show following the games 
of Week 9 to know which division 
it will be in for the playoffs.

The MHSAA pointed out the 
Football Committee proposed 
these changes believing the bonus 
points received for a “good loss” 
– combined with the elimination 
of automatic qualifiers – will be 
enough incentive for teams to 
schedule more successful oppo-
nents, easing the annual difficulty 
in football scheduling and taking 
away arguably the most cited rea-
son for the breakup of leagues and 
conferences.

“I’m not sure it’s going to be a 
huge change for us,”Alma football 
coach Dan Falor. “I think we can 
still manage six wins in our tough 

league. It will be interesting to 
see how it impacts, but hopefully 
it will bring some stability to our 
conference.”

“Strength of schedule will be 
part of it which makes it better and 
it might be easier to find games 
closer to home,” Reed City head 
coach Scott Shankel said.  “Teams 
will know who is in their division 
from day one, which will be a big 
plus.”

Most area coaches like the fact 
that teams that are in tough con-

ferences have the ability to qualify 
without reaching six wins. But 
coaches aren’t all that crazy with 
the aspects of filling out schedules 
now that strength of schedule is the 
primary factor in qualifying for the 
postseason.

“Teams that are locked into eight 
and nine-team conferences cannot 
control their schedules much to 
play tougher teams,” Big Rapids 
coach Mike Selzer said. “Northern 
and central Michigan teams will 
have to travel further to beef up 

their non-conference schedules, 
instead of playing close town rivals. 
I’m not sure how this will play out 
for our conference. In most years 
the conference is pretty equal 
which will not do much for boost-
ing playoff points. Teams are going 
to have to use their nonconference 
games to seek out tougher teams.”

Under the new rules, it’s possible 
that teams with winning records 
could miss the playoffs because 
they lack the necessary playoff 
points. Huge losses to bigger 

schools will help teams more than 
wins against small teams or teams 
with a weak schedule.

“I do know this,” Morley Stan-
wood head coach Clark Huntey 
said. “I’m not going to go schedule 
a high division school – to get 
mercied – just to get more playoff 
points. I believe coaches and 
schools will not like this format 
after a couple of years of using it. It 
is impossible to make a format that 
will accommodate every schools’ 
needs in the state. 

Football teams will be a new 
playoff format starting in 2020.
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Basketball, Soccer Coaches 
React To Seeding In Districts
John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

A big criticism basketball and 
soccer coaches have had in the 
past with district tournaments is 
having the two best teams possibly 
play each other in the first round 
because of the blind draw format.

But starting this season, soccer 
and basketball seasons will use the 
seeding process.

In a statement, the Michigan 
High School Athletic Association 

presents the change it approved 
earlier this year as follows:

“Beginning with the 2019-
20 school year, girls and boys 
basketball and soccer will employ 
a seeding process to place the top 
two teams in every district on op-
posite sides of that bracket, guaran-
teeing those two teams could not 
play each other before the district 
championship game.

 “The two teams to be seeded in 
each district will be determined 

using a Michigan Power Ratings 
computer formula based on reg-
ular-season results against other 
MHSAA Tournament-eligible 
teams and opponents’ strength of 
schedule. Games against out-of-
state or non-MHSAA opponents 
will not count in the MPR formula. 
The MHSAA will draw all brackets 
two weeks before the start of 
District play. After the top seeds 
are determined and separated to 
opposite sides of the bracket, the 
draw process will place the remain-

ing teams on the bracket based 
on a randomly-selected order 
determined earlier in the season. 
However, the draw process does 
not guarantee the seeded teams 
will receive byes or serve as home 
teams.”

Clare boys and girls soccer 
coach James E. Bond has various 
views on the issue.

“The seeding of the top two 
teams in each district will have 
little impact on us,” Bond said. 
“It will mean the top two teams 
can’t meet until the district finals, 
and one of the top two teams 
will always be on your side of the 
bracket, but unless your goal is just 
to win one district game, or just 
make it to the district finals, really 
nothing has changed. The path to a 
district championship will still go 
through the best team. Whether 
you play them the very first game 
or in the finals is irrelevant, you 
still need to beat them.

“The best thing that may come 
from this rule change is that teams 
will be forced to report their scores 
to the MHSAA, which will make it 
easier to keep track of other teams. 
It’s nice going into a game knowing 
a little about your opponent and 
if you haven’t been able to scout 
them, looking at the games they 
have played and their results may 
be the best you can do. In the past, 
some teams reported their scores, 
but many did not, so if you were 
playing a team you were not famil-
iar with, you just had to go into the 
game blindly.”

Basketball coaches tend to be 
supportive.

“The new rule is headed in the 

right direction,” Big Rapids coach 
Jessica Haist said. “In the past cou-
ple of years, both of our programs 
(boys and girls) have been put in a 
district where two very successful 
teams have had to meet early in the 
tournament. It has made for a frus-
trating early end for a team who 
has been very successful through-
out the season.

“Two years ago we played 
Central Montcalm in the district 
semifinal; they were 20-0 on the 
regular season and we were 18-2, 
with our only two losses coming to 
them earlier. We ended up beating 
them in a great high school girls 
basketball (semifinal round) game, 
but it made for a very uninspiring 
final game, and it seemed unfair 
that the two best teams had to 
meet before Friday night. It will be 
interesting to see how the ranking 
system will work, but it will hope-
fully be reliable when assigning 
district ranks.” 

Haist is among the coaches who 
would like to see MHSAA limit 
travel while configuring district 
makeups geographically.

“We will wait and see how the 
seeding goes and if they have a reli-
able system,” Crossroads Charter 
Academy athletic director Kevin 
Sankey said. “The coaches associa-
tion has been recommending seed-
ing at the district level for several 
years. I agree with MHSAA seed-
ing the top two teams at the district 
level. It makes a better tournament 
when the stronger teams are in the 
finals. We’ve hosted some districts 
where the top teams met early and 
the finals, then had low turnouts 
because the semifinal was really 
the final.”
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Soccer and basketball teams will go 
through a district seeding process starting 
next season.
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2018 Football 
ReviewPresents

New Lothrop, Morrice Earn 
Football State Championships
Jarred Chrapek 
Sports Scene 
The high school football season 
concluded in a big way with a total 
of four area teams playing for state 
championships. A trio of area teams 
reached Ford Field and played for 
state titles over the Thanksgiving 
weekend while Morrice traveled to 
the Superior Dome in the Upper 
Peninsula to play for an 8-player 
state championship.
NEW LOTHROP REACHES 
TOP OF MOUNTAIN IN D7
The New Lothrop Hornets added 
another trophy to the trophy case as 

they captured the Division 7 state 
championship with a 50-44 win 
against Madison Heights Madison.
“It’s been a long climb up this 
mountain all year long” said 10th 
year New Lothrop head coach Clint 
Galvis. “This group is as tight a knit 
group that I’ve been a part of. We 
talk about brotherhood and family 
and these guys truly play for the 
guys next to them.”
Scoring points in bunches is noth-
ing new for New Lothrop as the 
offense was in overdrive all season. 
New Lothrop scored 619 points this 
season (44.2 avg), the second most 
points scored in school history.

“Playing a tougher regular season 
definitely made us more battle 
tested,” Galvis said “Going up to 
Traverse City and playing that team, 
that was a heck of a team. Coming 
off that loss week nine, it kind of 
forced us all to take a step back, 
maybe have a bit of humble pie 
because we were feeling good about 
ourselves.”
That experience was especially 
valuable in the regional final game. 
Playing two time, defending state 
champion Pewamo-Westphalia, the 
Hornets came away with a 26-14 
win.
MORRICE CELEBRATES 
8-PLAYER STATE TITLE
Morrice made the long journey 
from downstate to the Upper Pen-
insula for the Division 1 8-player 
football championship game and 
came back as big winners.
The Orioles’ opponents on Nov. 
17 in Marquette’s Superior Dome 
were the Pickford Panthers who, 
like Morrice, were 13-0. But it was 
all Morrice in this game with the 
Orioles winning 44-16.
“I knew we had a special team this 
year” Morrice coach Kendall Crock-
ett said. “This is the same team we 
brought us as sophomores. It was 
their third season together. We 
were close last season going into the 
regional finals against Deckerville.”

The Orioles came up short last 
season, but are now the reigning 
champions.
SENIOR CLASS LEADS 
BRECKENRIDGE TO STATE 
TITLE GAME
It may not have ended as planned, 
but the 2018 football season is one 
for the ages in Breckenridge.
The greatest season ever in Breck-
enridge history was capped off in 
Ford Field with the Huskies playing 
Reading for the 2018 Division 8 
state championship. While Brecken-
ridge came out on the short end of a 
39-20 decision, what the Huskies ac-
complished during the entire season 
will be remembered for generations. 
Along with reaching a state cham-
pionship game for the first time in 
school history, Breckenridge won a 
school record 13 games.
The Huskies also set school records 
for points scored (444), shutout 
nine opponents and allowed just 88 
points in 14 games (6.3 avg).
Providing the backbone of the team 
was an 11-player senior class. Those 
seniors were part of three of the best 
seasons in school history. Along 
with seeing the best of times, the 
seniors know what it’s like being on 
the other end of the ledger as many 
of those seniors were part of the 
2015 Breckenridge team that went 
0-9. Since their sophomore seasons, 
the current group of seniors went 
a combined 32-4 and helped 
Breckenridge break a 22-year playoff 
drought.
“We got a plan and we stuck to 
it,” said Breckenridge coach Kris 

Robinson. “Being able to go through 
this with these guys was great. I’m 
happy for them. Disappointed we 
couldn’t get a win today, but when 
we’re hanging that banner in the 
gym it will be time to celebrate.”
PORTLAND CAPS 
MEMORABLE PLAYOFF 
RUN BY PLAYING FOR 
DIVISION 5 STATE 
CHAMPIONSHIP
At the beginning of the season, few 
people gave the Portland Raiders 
much of a chance to be playing for 
the Division 5 state championship 
at the end of the year. Those critics 
were proven wrong as the Raiders 
returned to the Division 5 state fi-
nals for the second time this decade.
While the Raiders dropped a 42-7 
decision to Hudsonville Unity 
Christian, the trip was something 
the Raiders and the Portland com-
munity will long remember. The loss 
ended a memorable playoff run for 
Portland. After defeating Ovid-Elsie 
33-19 in the first round, the Raiders 
defeated league-rival Lansing 
Catholic Central 17-13 in a thrilling 
district title game. Portland then 
defeated Frankenmuth 40-6 in the 
regional title game and Marine City 
35-14 to reach Ford Field.
“I think we went on a great playoff 
run,” Portland head coach John 
Novara said. “It’s still kind of surreal 
that we are here. We had to replace 
a ton from last year. We started out 
really slow this season. We had no 
skill kids coming back but the kids 
stepped up.” 

DIVISION 1-2
FIRST TEAM
Christian Gordan, Specialist, Midland
Connor Blake, punter, Grand Ledge
HONORABLE MENTION
Shane Astrike, quarterback, Midland Dow
Brock Jordan, lineman, Okemos
Cade Klimczak, lineman, Rockford
Sam Hine, lineman, Midland
Cam White, lineman, Midland
Aaron West, specialist, Grand Ledge
Nick Sierocki, specialist, Midland Dow

DIVISION 3-4
FIRST TEAM
Brec Alward, running back, Alma
Tyler Huenemann, lineman, Mt. Pleasant
Derek Hamp, defensive back, DeWitt 
HONORABLE MENTION
Blake Gatfield, quarterback, DeWitt
Mitchell Mowid, quarterback, Haslett
Austin Stiffler, quarterback, Williamston
Jackson Ostrowsky, quarterback, Mt. Pleasant
Kobe Hayward, running back, East Lansing
Jaden Thelen, wide receiver, Haslett
Matt Grand-Girard, wide receiver, Ionia
Hyrum Tibbitts, wide receiver, Haslett

Gage Taylor, wide receiver, Ionia
Nathan Elenbaas, lineman, Williamston
Michael Joseph, lineman, DeWitt
Jacob Redinger, lineman, DeWitt
Jack Gilchrist, lineman, Mason
Drew Humm, defensive back, Alma
Joe Ostrowsky, defensive back, Mt. Pleasant
Tyler Warren, specialist, DeWitt
Jack Morse, kicker, East Lansing
Brendan Sine, punter, Charlotte

DIVISION 5-6
FIRST TEAM
Brandon Gross, lineman, Montrose
Rorey Garner, lineman, Swan Valley
Jack Townsend, linebacker, Freeland
Josh Kramer, linebacker, Lansing Catholic
Terryon Liddell, defensive back Swan Valley
Jayce Bourcier, punter, Freeland
SECOND TEAM
Alex Fries, quarterback, Swan Valley
Jacob Veale, running back, Portland
Kabbash Richards, lineman, Lansing Catholic
Jake Esckilsen, lineman, Hemlock
HONORABLE MENTION
Kaden Kelly, quarterback, Clare
Brady Devereaux, quarterback, Hemlock

Brayden Shaw, running back, Ithaca
DeVante Bradford, running back, Montague
Koronte Lowery, wide receiver, Chippewa Hills
Ethan Champney, wide receiver, Swan Valley
SirQuarius Ball, wide receiver, Bridgeport
Dylan Arthur, lineman, Portland
Mike McKerr, lineman, Lansing Catholic
Bruin French, lineman, Clare
Dante Williams, lineman, Ithaca
Mason Iserhoth, lineman, Shepherd
Brockton Cook, lineman, Birch Run
Ricky Williamson, lineman, Carrollton
Jack Owens, linebacker, Beaverton
Jarrett Inscho, linebacker, Beaverton
Owen Guilford, linebacker, Portland
Mitchell Mallek, defensive back, Portland
Kyle Stockford, specialist, Sanford-Meridian
Evan Morris, specialist, Ovid-Elsie
Aidan Boyd, kicker, Clare
Connor Hahn, punter, Hemlock

DIVISION 7-8
PLAYER OF THE YEAR
Aidan Harrison, New Lothrop
FIRST TEAM
Avery Moore, quarterback, New Lothrop
Cameron Wirth, running back, Pewamo-

Westphalia
Aidan Harrison, wide receiver, New Lothrop
John Martin, lineman, Pewamo-Westphalia
Allan Jamick, lineman, New Lothrop
Schriver Miller, lineman, Breckenridge
Daniel Smith, linebacker, Carson City-Crystal
Alec Thelen, kicker, Pewamo-Westphalia
SECOND TEAM
Jake Pung, linebacker, Pewamo-Westphalia
HONORABLE-MENTION
Carter Staley, quarterback, Breckenridge
Brady Jackson, running back, Saranac 
Drew Stout, running back, Carson City-Crystal
Jared Thelen, lineman, Pewamo-Westphalia
Jayson Tunstall, lineman, New Lothrop
Cole Broekhuizen, lineman, Michigan Lutheran 
Seminary
Brody Eastin, lineman, Michigan Lutheran 
Seminary
Jimmy Benkert, lineman, Saginaw Nouvel
Lucas Carlson, lineman, Merrill
Seth Schafer, linebacker, Beal City
Jake Brown, linebacker, St. Louis
Lukas Ebright, specialist, Breckenridge

ALL STATE FOOTBALL PLAYERS
New Lothrop coach Clint Galvas and his players 
celebrate winning the Division 7 state championship.
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Sacred Heart Girl Runners Have 
Another Championship Team

P-W Boys Cross Country 
Nearly Won Another Title

John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

Cross country continues to be a 
championship sport at Mount Pleasant 
Sacred Heart, and both teams came up 
as powerhouses again this fall.

Led by the McConnell sisters and 
Scout Nelson, the Irish girls team won 
its fourth straight title.

The boys, who had won it in 2017, 
had to settle for second place this time.

Sacred Heart had 69 points compared 
to 82 for Saugatuck, the closest the 
Irish has won since their championship 
streak started in 2015. 

In individual scoring, the Irish had 
four all-staters with Desiree McConnell 
sixth (19:44.7), Scout Nelson eighth 
(19;50.1), Lauren McDonald 10th 
(19:50.7),  and Cammie McConnell 

18th (20:13.3). The last three runners 
are seniors.

In the team scoring, Desiree McCon-
nell was fifth, Nelson seventh, MacDon-
ald ninth, Cammie McConnell 14th and 
Riley Hacker 34th (21:26.5).

“It was really good, but not the time 
I wanted,” Desiree McConnell said. “It’s 
so great for the seniors. This is their 
last year. They were the freshmen for 
our first state championship team. Now 
they’re the last ones for the fourth.”

Nelson said she was hoping to run 
better.

“But Desi and Lauren stepped up,” 
she said. “We really worked as a team 
today to accomplish this. It was tougher 
this year. We were a little more nervous 
going in. We didn’t know what the odds 
were of winning. We beat the odds.”

MacDonald was also 4-for-4 in racing 

for state titles.
“The course was super muddy and 

challenging for that matter,” she said. 
“We all did great. Everyone got their 
goal today.”

The Sacred Heart boys were hopeful 
of making it a double title with the girls 
again. But Saugatuck posted 62 points 
while Sacred Heart had 102 for second 
place. Breckenridge was fourth with 
147.

T.J. Moore led Sacred Heart with a 
17th-place finish (17:06.7).

“Sometimes you just don’t have it,” 
he said. “It was really muddy and it was 
rough. I pushed through and got all-
state. We came in and ran as team.”

Brock Lynch was Sacred Heart’s No. 
2 runner. The Irish freshman was 20th 
(17:07.2).

John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

As much talk as there is 
about the state champion-
ships which Pewamo-West-
phalia enjoyed in various 
sports, there also should be 
discussion of the various 
second-place state finishes 
the school posted.

This includes the boys 
cross country team, which 
was second with 100 team 
points behind Caro (61). 

P-W had three all-staters 

on the top 30. Hayden 
Germain was seventh 
(16:21.3), Ashton Walker 
14th (16:40.6) and Mitch 
Nurenberg 20th (16:45.9).

“I thought it was pretty 
fast, pretty good,” Germain 
said of his race. “It was a 
little muddy at the start 
and the ground was loose. 
Overall, I thought it was 
pretty fast, pretty good. It 
was muddy at first and the 
ground was loose.

“The season has gone 
great. My team has put in a 

lot more miles than other 
schools have in past years. 
We came in this race more 
prepared than ever.”

“It was a rough day for 
me,” Walker said. “It was 
a rough course to have. It 
wasn’t a bad day for the 
team. Caro is a good team. 
We’re definitely happy with 
second place.

“We’re only losing two 
seniors,” Walker said. 
“We’re hoping to come 
back stronger than this 
next year.” Ransom Allen’s 

cross country career at 
Ithaca came to an end in 
impressive fashion with a 
fifth-place finish in the Di-
vision 3 state finals on Nov. 
3 at Michigan International 
Speedway.

His time of 16:14.2 on a 
wet and sloppy course put 
him at fifth in a crowded 
field.

Looking back at his 
career, Allen was happy.

“I thought it went pretty 
well,” he said. “I was all-
state my last two years.”

Sacred Heart's 
Desiree McConnell

P-W’s Ashton Walker (547) was an All-Stater cross country runner.
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Pewamo-Westphalia 
Turns In Memorable 
Winter Sports Season 
With Trio Of State Titles
Greg Chrapek 
Sports Scene 

When it comes to seasons to remember, 
it will be tough to top Pewamo-Westphalia’s 
winter of 2018-19.

While most schools would consider 
winning one state championship in 
any season or year an accomplishment, 
Pewamo-Westphalia athletes brought home 
three team state championship’s during the 
winter sports season.

CHEER TEAM BEGINS 
RUN OF TITLES

The Pewamo-Westphalia competitive 
cheer team kicked off the run of state titles 
during the first weekend of March when it 
won the Division 4 state championship. 

The P-W cheer team won the title 
in exciting fashion as it edged second-
place Hudson 780.42 to 780.6. Pewamo-
Westphalia was in third place after both the 
first and round but came on strong in round 
three. The Pirates showcased their stunts 
and mounts to total 320.30 points and edge 
out Hudson for the state title.

“We had a very exciting round three,” said 
Pewamo-Westphalia coach Staci Myers. “We 
had two major flip-over stunts that were one 
of the big things we’ve done this year. We 
have a really good round three. We knew 
if they could hit it and do it flawlessly, we 
could win.”

The title was the school’s ninth state title 
in the sport and the third for coach Myers.

“It’s even sweeter this year because I have 
a daughter on the team,” Myers said. “We’ve 
called ourselves a family all year. That just 
helps us.”

P-W BOYS WIN TITLE 
IN HOOPS THRILLER

The Pewamo-Westphalia boys basketball 
team continued the theme of thrilling 
endings as it won the Division 3 boys 
basketball championship with a 53-52 win 
against Iron Mountain.

Both teams came into the game with 
perfect 27-0 records and the game went 
down to the wire.

Iron Mountain led 40-35 heading into 
the fourth quarter and were up by six points 
with just over two minutes to play. Pewamo-
Westphalia refused to fold and after a three-
point shot by Andre Smith and a layup by 
Collin Trierweiler the Pirates cut the margin 
to one with 13 seconds left in the game.

After a traveling call on Iron Mountain 
on a layup with five seconds remaining, 
P-W regained possession of the ball. 
An intentional foul on Trierweiler with 
0.7 seconds remaining in the game sent 
Trierweiler to the free-throw line where he 
hit both free throws providing the Pirates 
with the margin of victory.

“It was an amazing game between two 
very good teams,” said Pewamo-Westphalia 
coach Luke Pohl. “We couldn’t seem to get 
over the hump. I was thinking if we’re still 
in it in the fourth quarter I want Andre to 
win it for us. It was a fitting end for Collin to 
hit those two unbelievable free throws and 
Andre to do what he did.”

P-W GIRLS WIN 
FIRST-EVER HOOP TITLE

A week later the Pewamo-Westphalia girls 
basketball team completed the title run by 
winning its first-ever state championship.

Playing against a rugged Flint Hamady 
squad, the Pirates survived foul trouble to 
turn back Hamady 40-33.

“Before the game our talk was the boxer’s 
mentality,” said Pewamo-Westphalia coach 
Steve Eklund. “We go in with a game plan. 
We know what our strengths are. You are 
not looking for the knockout punch early. 
We wanted to slowly build throughout the 
night.” 
Pirate standouts Ellie Droste and Hannah 
Spitzley battled through foul trouble the 
entire game but still combined for 26 points 
while the P-W bench stepped up to make up 
for the foul trouble.

“I just knew the entire time that our 
teammates had our back,” Droste said. “Me 
and Hannah both got into foul trouble. We 
have such confidence in our teammates and 
we trust each other so much that we know 
no matter we can come out with the win.”

Strong defense and timely free-throw 
shooting were big keys to success. The P-W 
defense limited Hamady to 24.4% shooting 
from the floor while the Pirates connected 
on 17-of-21 (81%) free throws.     

“We knew we would take a couple of 
shots, but you have to have a tough chin,” 
Eklund said. “You have to stay to your plan 
and I thought we did a good job. They 
(Hamady) threw the whole kitchen sink at 
us in the second half and we persevered.”

Collin Trierweiler connected on a pair of 
free throws with 0.7 seconds remaining 
in the game to provide the winning 
points for Pewamo-Westphalia in the 
Division 3 state championship game.

A total-team effort and strong defense 
were keys for the Pewamo-Westphalia 

girls basketball team in its state 
championship game with Flint Hamady.  
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Lowell Title Streak Highlights Big 
Season For Area Wrestling Teams
Greg Chrapek 
Sports Scene 

History was made during the 
boys high school season as the 
Lowell Red Arrows won a record 
sixth-straight Division 2 team state 
championship.

Winning the sixth straight title 
was anything but easy for the Red 
Arrows as the dual came down to 
the final match where senior Jeff 
Leach claimed a 9-2 decision to give 
the Red Arrows a 26-23 win.

“They can’t all be easy,” said Low-
ell coach R.J. Budro. “Goodrich 
is a heck of a team. They brought 
everything they had. I felt like 
throughout the year Goodrich was 
working their lineup down to beat 
us, that kind of gave us motivation 
and I think we were all over it. Our 
guys showed up and we had plenty 
of opportunities to win the dual in 
a lot of different ways, but I think 
we wanted to give the fans some-
thing to be nervous about. They are 
spoiled fans so we have to give them 
something to work for.”

The win was the closest margin 
of victory in the six-year run of 
state titles since Lowell began the 
streak in 2014 with a 35-34 win 
against St. Johns.

For Leach, having the pressure 
on his shoulders was something 
he’s dealt with during his four-years 
with the Red Arrows.

“It’s a lot of pressure on me,” 
Leach said. “The coaches were 
talking to me before the match 
when I was pacing back and forth 
with my nerves. They remind me. 
Surrender the outcome. No matter 
what happens, put it all on the big 
stage. This is my last year wrestling 
here so I might as well do it for 
them so they could keep the tradi-
tion going after I’m gone.”

Leach kept the winning tradi-
tion alive even when Goodrich se-
nior Carson Turnbow had Leach 
in trouble with a headlock late in 
the match. While Lowell fans held 
their breath, Leach quickly escaped 

possible back points and regained 
control of the match.

“It’s more of a reaction,” Leach 
said. “My practice partners, some of 
them throw really good headlocks, 
so over the years I’ve been practic-
ing against good head locks and I 
was prepared.”

For Lowell coach R.J. Boudro, 
knowing he has Leach to count on 
is a reassuring thought in a close 
tournament match.

“Two years ago, we beat Warren 
Woods-Tower for the title,” Boud-
ro said. “It came down to Jeff and 
he pulled it out. When we had the 
draw before the match and the 
starting weight was at 140 pounds, 
I pumped my fist. I knew we had 
Jeff at the end. He’s got a lot to talk 
about the rest of his life, being able 
to say he won two state titles in the 
last match of the dual.”

Winning the fourth team title 
was extra special for Leach.

“This never gets old,” Leach said. 
“You’d think after winning three in 
a row it would get old, it’s not, it’s 
like a new experience all over again. 
I was happy late in the match know-
ing we won, being the first team in 
the state to win six in a row in any 
division.”

TOP EIGHT IN THE STATE

DIVISION 1
Led by senior captains Noah An-

derson, Jack Richardson, Tyler Wa-
terstrat and Connor White, Rock-
ford reached the quarterfinal round 
in Division 1 where it dropped a 
44-19 decision to Davison.

DIVISION 2
DeWitt made program history as 

it reached the team state semifinals 
for the first time ever. The Panthers 
defeated Warren Woods-Tower 36-
27 in the quarterfinals before drop-
ping a 37-22 decision to Goodrich 
in the semifinals. 

“We were able to make history 
and that was a pretty cool thing,” 
said DeWitt coach Brian Byars. 

“We sat down and had a big talk 
around Christmas break about our 
confidence level. The guys seemed 
to think they were good but they 
didn’t think they were at this level. 
We said the only difference between 
this level and being where you’re at 
is your believing that you can do 
this.”

Class B state champions in 1995, 
the Cedar Springs Red Hawks had 
one of its best teams in recent his-
tory. Cedar Springs qualified for 
the team state finals where it fell to 
conference rival and eventual state 
champion Lowell 44-18 in the quar-
terfinals.  

DIVISION 3
The Alma wrestling team built 

on last year’s success by qualifying 
for the team state finals for the sec-
ond straight season. Alma turned 
in a strong effort in the Division 3 
quarterfinals before falling 36-24 to 
Whitehall.

“We had a great year,” said Alma 
coach Randy Miniard. “Our kids 
wrestled tough.”

With almost the entire team re-
turning, the Panthers will look to 
make it three trips in a row next 
February.

“The future is wide open for 
Alma wrestling,” Miniard said.

In what was supposed to be a re-
building year, the Chippewa Hills 
wrestling team reached the Division 
3 state semifinals where it dropped 
a 42-21 decision to Richmond. 
Chippewa Hills defeated Montrose 
35-24 in the state quarterfinals.

“We had an amazing season,” 
said Chippewa Hills coach Kevin 
Edwards. “This program had been 
through a lot the last year. We did 
everything we did on the backs of 
these kids who worked their tails 
off through all that turmoil and 
change. We were in the state semi-
finals for the fifth straight year and 
I’m proud of that.”

A change in culture paid off with 
a trip to the team state finals for 
the Shepherd wrestling team. With 
a hard-working group of seniors 
leading the way, Shepherd reached 
the state quarterfinals for the first 
time since 2002.

“This was very special, very spe-
cial,” said Shepherd coach B.J. Cline. 
“These guys have been together a 
long time. It’s the hardest thing to 
do to change the culture and do it 
the right way. This team has a lot of 
heart and they did a great job.”

A wrestling powerhouse that 
has been down for a few years, the 
Montrose Rams made a return to 
the upper echelon of Division 3 

wrestling this season. After defeat-
ing rival Caro 41-36 at the regional, 
Montrose qualified for the Division 
3 state finals for the first time in 14 
years.  

  

DIVISION 4
Led by a talented group of se-

niors, the Carson City-Crystal 
wrestling team reached the Di-
vision 4 state semifinals where it 
dropped a tough 36-31 decision to 
eventual state champion Hudson.

Carson City-Crystal finished the 
season with a 40-3 overall record 
led by talented seniors like Caleb 
Collins, Nolan Datema, Braxton 
Seida and Daniel Smith who each 
won over 40 matches this season 
and Aiden Adkins and Daryn She-
pler who won over 30 matches.

The New Lothrop wrestling 
team continued its winning ways 
as it reached the state semifinals in 
Division 4. New Lothrop defeated 
Manchester 37-22 in the quarterfi-
nals before dropping a 32-24 deci-
sion to Clinton in the semifinals.

Senior captains Micah Poletti, 
Zack Riley, Austin Wolford and Lo-
gan Zell led the way for the Hornets 
this season.

“That’s a special group,” said 
New Lothrop coach Jeff Campbell. 
“That’s a group that’s been to the fi-
nals three times, they’ve won a state 
title and they’ve been runner-up 
twice.”

The Lowell Red Arrows have won a 
record six-straight Division 2 team 

state championships.
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Individual Wrestling State 
Champs And All State Review

AREA ALL-STATE WRESTLERS

Greg Chrapek 
Sports Scene 
Area wrestlers again proved they are 
as talented as any in the state with 
a number of local wrestlers earning 
state championships and a large core 
of local wrestlers earning all-state 
honors at the individual state cham-
pionships.
ST. JOHNS DUO 
CLAIMS STATE TITLES
A pair of St. Johns wrestlers came 
away with state titles at the Division 
2 individual wrestling champion-
ships.
Senior Kaleob Whitford capped 
his career by winning an individual 
state title in his third trip to the fi-
nals while St. Johns freshman Jacob 
Brya won a state championship in 
his first trip to Ford Field in Detroit.
Whitford won the 130-pound state 
title and finished the season with a 
42-2 record.
“Kaleob has worked so hard and is so 
deserving of becoming a state cham-
pion,” said St. Johns coach Derek 
Phillips. “He has been laser-focused 
all year on doing the right things to 
accomplish his goals.”

Brya capped an impressive fresh-
man season with four big wins at 
the finals enroute to winning the 
103-pound state title.
“Jacob has shown his toughness over 
and over again,” Phillips said. “Even 
though he is a freshman, he is very 
seasoned and does a great job stay-
ing calm and performing up to his 
full potential.”
A successful wrestler in elementary 
school and junior high school, Brya 
compiled a 42-2 record as a fresh-
man.
LOWELL PAIR 
EARN TITLES
Senior Avry Mutschler and junior 
Austin Boone captured individual 
state titles for Lowell.
Mutschler won his first individ-
ual state title as he captured the 
140-pound state. Mutschler, who 
will wrestle in college at Kent State 
University, was a four-time state 
placer who went 37-2 this year.
Boone, a junior, set the stage for what 
may be a memorable senior season 
as he won the 152-pound state. The 
title was the third in his career and 
gives him the opportunity to win a 
fourth state title his senior year.

CARSON CITY-CRYSTAL 
PAIR WIN TITLES
A pair of Carson City-Crystal wres-
tlers earned individual state titles at 
the Division 4 finals.
Senior Braxton Seida wrapped up 
his career by winning the 160-pound 
state title. A three-time state plac-
er, Seida ended his career with 196 
wins.
Junior Jamison Ward earned the ti-
tle at 130 pounds. A three-time, state 
placer, Ward turned in a 53-1 record 
this year. With 164 career wins, 
Ward will be looking to surpass the 
200-win total next season.
EATON RAPIDS 
WRESTLER EARNS TITLE
Eaton Rapids junior Caleb Fish put 
the finishing touches on a big sea-
son as he won the 145-pound title 
in Division 2. A state runner-up last 
season, Fish took the final step and 
reached the top of the podium this 
season as he turned in a 44-1 record.
GUILFORD MAKES 
HISTORY FOR PORTLAND
Portland senior Owen Guilford 
made school history as he became 
the first back-to-back state champi-
on in school history.

Guilford won the state title at 171 
pounds and capped the season with 
a perfect 48-0 record.
TITLE ICING ON THE CAKE 
FOR SHEPHERD SENIOR
Not only did Shepherd senior Trev-
or Robinson win 200 matches for 
his career, but win number 200 
came with the added bonus of a state 
championship. Robinson recorded 
the 200th win of his career in the 
championship match at 145 pounds 
in the Division 3 state finals. 
MONTROSE SOPHOMORE 
WINS TITLE
Montrose sophomore Jake Elasiv-
ich became the first Montrose wres-
tler to win an individual state title 
since 2016. Elasivich, who turned in 
a 50-7 record this season, won the 
119-pound title in Division 3. 
NEW LOTHROP WRESTLER 
WINS SECOND TITLE
New Lothrop senior Austin Wol-
ford made it two in a row as he won 
the 145-pound state title in Division 
4. A four-time state placer, Wolford 
finished his career with a 168-31 
overall record.

DIVISION 1
BAY CITY CENTRAL
Mason Schumacher, Sr. 7th 215
BAY CITY WESTERN
Vic Schoenherr, Sr. 2nd 145
GRAND LEDGE
Brady Riggs, SR. 5th 285
HOLT
Colby Deberry, Sr. 3rd 160
Dylan Phelps, Jr. 4th 125
Zach Platte, So. 8th 103
MIDLAND
Sam Hine, Sr. 7th 189

DIVISION 2
DEWITT
Tyler Brandt, Jr. 8th 145
Quenten Hall, Sr. 7th 152
Chandler Murton, So. 5th 189
EATON RAPIDS
Hayden Campbell, Sr. 4th 130
Robert Davids, So. 6th 112
Caleb Fish Jr. 1st 145
Chad Haynes, Jr. 5th 140

Chris Haynes, Jr. 6th 135
HASLETT
Kalif Kavanagh, Jr. 8th 125
LANSING EASTERN
Manuel Leija, Jr. 3rd 112
LOWELL
Austin Boone Jr. 1st 152 
Doak Dean, So. 7th 145
Tyler Delooff, Jr. 5th 285
James Fotis, Jr. 5th 145
Jeff Leach, Sr. 4th 135
Jacob Lee, So. 5th 160
Avry Mutschler, Sr. 1st 140
Ramsy Mutschler, Fr. 4th 103
MASON
Tanner Miller, Jr. 5th 130
MT. PLEASANT
Darren Wilson, Sr. 4th 119
OWOSSO
Colton Blaha, Jr. 3rd 152
ST. JOHNS
Jacob Brya, Fr. 1st 103
Kaleob Whitford Sr. 1st 130

DIVISION 3
ALMA
Dametrius Castillo, So. 8th 119
Jarrett Ferman, Jr. 3rd 135
Justin Vanblaricum, Jr. 5th 152
CHESANING
Jordan Rodriguez Jr. 7th 103
CHIPPEWA HILLS
Carson Hayes, So. 8th 125
Mason Hayes, Sr. 6th 140
Bray Haynes, Sr. 5th 135
Colby Roosa, So. 6th 285
CLARE
Kyle Schaaf, Sr. 5th 125
Colt Smedley, Jr. 4th 140
CORUNNA
Ty Anderson, Jr. 5th 140
DURAND
Brock Holek, So. 4th 130
Sayer Robinson, Sr. 7th 189
FARWELL
Jay Thrush, Sr. 6th 215
FREELAND
Tyler Tomasek, So. 8th 130
LAKEWOOD-LAKE ODESSA

Zac Gibson, Fr. 5th, 103
Kanon Atwell, Jr. 4th, 112
Jon Clark, Jr. 6th, 189
Grant Clarkson, Jr. 3rd 285 
MONTROSE
Griffin Barnette, Jr. 4th 285
Jake Elasivich, So. 1st 119
Jake Kalakay, Jr. 7th 171
OVID-ELSIE
David Hammond, Sr. 4th 145
PORTLAND
Owen Guilford, Sr. 1st 171
Caiden Pelc, Fr. 6th 112
SANFORD-MERIDIAN
Nick Dodman, So. 8th 135
Jimmy Miron, Jr. 8th 189
SHEPHERD
Lance Clark, So. 4th 119
Trevor Robinson Sr. 2nd 135
WILLIAMSTON
Luke Mahaney, So. 2nd 130
Zach Painter, Fr. 4th 215 
DIVISION 4
BEAVERTON
Jacob Cassiday, Jr. 5th 160

Kyle Cassiday, Sr. 2nd 189
Jack Owens, Sr. 3rd 171
Brandon Shearer, Sr. 8th 152
CARSON CITY-CRYSTAL
Nolan Datema, Sr. 2nd 112
Caled Collins, Sr. 5th 152
Jaron Johnson, So. 3rd 125
Braxton Seida, Sr. 1st 160
Daryn Shepler, Sr. 5th 135
Daniel Smith, Sr. 5th 189
Jamison Ward, Jr. 1st 130
Brian Yeakey, Jr. 7th 215
DANSVILLE
Logan Kehres, Jr. 7th 130
EDMORE-MONTABELLA
David Shattuck, Jr. 4th 145
NEW LOTHROP
Andrew Krupp, So. 5th 112
Camden Orr, So. 6th 189
Micah Poletti, Sr. 6th 140
Alex Wolford, Fr. 7th 119
Austin Wolford, Sr. 1st 145 
Logan Zell, Sr. 2nd 135
ST. CHARLES
Isaiah Mullins, Fr. 5th 103

SELL US YOUR CAR MID MICHIGAN”S ONLY 
AUTOTRADER BUYING CENTER

517-803-2568
632 American Rd. • Lansing, Ml

www.shaheenchevrolet.com

Next To Celebration Cinema 
Lansing

Mid-Michigan’s Largest 
Chevy Dealer!

New • Used • Finance • Service • Parts • Body Shop

Kaleob Whitford, St. Johns

Trevor Robinsom, Shepherd

Owen Guilford, Portland
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to our 
Future ...

Inspired by our Past.

From 1-25 Sports Scene breaks 
Down the top 25 Storylines of 

the 2018-19 School Year
Greg Chrapek 
Sports Scene 
1] Pewamo-Westphalia boys, girls both win 
state basketball titles
The Pewamo-Westphalia community left little 
doubt that it excels at the sport of basketball 
as both the boys and the girls came away with 
Division 3 state championships this year.  The 
P-W boys defeated Iron Mountain in a dramatic 
title game 53-52. Both teams entered the game 
with perfect 27-0 record and the game down to 
a pair of free throws in the final second of the 
game by Collin Trierweiler that proved to be the 
difference.
The P-W girls completed the rare basketball title 
double the following week. Despite some of their 
key players dealing with foul trouble, the Pirates 
held off Flint Hamady 40-33 to win the first girls 
basketball state title in school history. 
 
2] Lowell wrestling wins sixth straight state 
team title
One of the premier wrestling programs in the 
state, Lowell etched its name in the record books 
by winning a sixth consecutive Division 2 state 
title. The Red Arrows were pushed to the limit 
by Goodrich before coming away with a 26-23 
victory.

3] Saginaw Heritage girls answer skeptics by 
repeating as basketball state champs
The Saginaw Heritage girls basketball team had 
plenty of doubters before the season but in the 
end the Hawks proved they had what it took to 
get the job done. Heritage defeated Southfield 
A & T 55-40 to win a second straight Division 1 
state championship. Senior standouts Mo Joiner, 
Mallory McCartney and Shine Strickland Gills led 
the way for the Hawks down the stretch.

4] Millington softball team overcomes last 
year’s disappointment to win softball title
After coming agonizingly close to a state title in 

2018, the Millington softball team left little to 
chance this season as it defeated Schoolcraft 8-0 
to win the Division 3 softball state championship. 
The state title was the first team state title in 
school history for Millington.

5] Ithaca boys track team wins first-ever state 
title
After winning its first regional title in 72 years, 
the Ithaca boys track team made history when 
it won its first-ever state championship in boys 
track. Led by the talented trio of distance runner 
Ransom Allen and throwers Baylee Chaffin and 
Alex VanDeWeghe, the Yellow Jackets scored 45 
points to edge Pewamo-Westphalia and Saugatuck 
who finished second with 44 points apiece.

6] New Lothrop wins Division 7 football state 
title
Led by Division 7-8 Player of the Year Aidan 
Harrison and all-state quarterback Avery Moore, 
the New Lothrop Hornets defeated Madison 
Heights Madison 50-44 to win the Division 7 
state championship at Ford Field. New Lothrop’s 
offense was a force all season as the Hornets 
averaged 44.2 points per game.

7] Pewamo-Westphalia girls win state track and 
field title
The Pewamo-Westphalia girls track team won a 
fourth state title in school history and captured its 
third state title in Division 3. The P-W boys came 
close to making it a double state title as they fell 
one point short for the boys state title.
8] Fowler girls track team continues state title 
success
Led by a trio of seniors who combined for 38 of 
the team’s 71 points, the Fowler girls track team 
won the Division 4 state championship. The state 
title was Fowler’s second in a row and third in the 
past four seasons. Fowler has been first or second 
in the state in nine of the past 11 seasons.

Alma  Boys Basketball
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9] Morrice wins 8-player football 
state championship
Led by its talented senior class, the 
Morrice Orioles won the Division 1 
8-player football championship. After 
falling in the second round of the 
playoffs the year before, Morrice let 
nothing stand in its way as it defeated 
Pickford 44-16 in the championship 
game at the Superior Dome.

10] Mt. Pleasant Sacred Heart runs 
to fourth-straight cross-country 
title
The Mt. Pleasant Sacred Heart 
cross-country team won its fourth 
consecutive cross-country title. With 
Desiree McConnell, Scout Nelson 
and Lauren McDonald all finishing 
in the top ten, Sacred Heart finished 
with 69 points to outlast second-
place Saugatuck by 12 points.

11] Pewamo-Westphalia cheer team 
continues winning ways
While Pewamo-Westphalia sports 
fans have plenty to cheer about, the 
Pewamo-Westphalia competitive 
cheer team has taken competitive 
cheer to another level. The P-W 
cheer team won a ninth state title as 
it edged Hudson by less than a half a 
point to win the Division 4 state title.

12] Breckenridge football thrills 
community with march to Ford 
Field   
It was a season to remember for the 
Breckenridge football team. Along 
with winning a school-record 13 
games, Breckenridge reached the 
state finals for the first time in school 
history where it dropped a 39-20 
decision to Reading in the Division 8 
state championship game.

13] Rockford girls lacrosse adds to 
trophy case
The Rockford girls lacrosse team 
added to its ever-expanding trophy 
case by winning a seventh straight 
state championship. The Rams 
defeated Brighton 21-6 in the 
Division 1 title match for its seventh 
straight state title and eighth in the 
past 10 years.

14] Okemos boys win state water 
polo title
The Okemos boys water polo 
team made history and did so in 
dramatic fashion. Okemos defeated 
Hudsonville 11-10 in quadruple 

overtime to win the water polo 
state title for the first time in school 
history. The title helped erase the 
sting of losing in overtime in the 
2018 state championship match. 

15] Okemos boys repeat as state 
tennis champions
The Okemos boys tennis team made 
it two in a row as it won the Division 
2 state championship. Okemos 
players came away as winners at six 
of the eight flights to win the title by 
a 14-point margin.         

16] Theis, VanderLende win 
individual cross-country titles
Rockford senior Erica VanderLende 
and Lansing Catholic Central junior 
Jaden Theis ran to individual cross-
country championships in the fall. 
VanderLende won the Division 1 
individual state title by some 50 
seconds while Theis took the lead 
early and captured the Division 2 
state championship.

17] Freeland girls basketball 
reaches state title game
Un-ranked for much of the season, 
the Freeland girls basketball team 
was playing as well as any team in the 
state during the state tournament. 
Freeland reached the Division 2 state 
championship game where it fell 
short against two-time defending 
state champion Detroit Edison and 
Miss Basketball honoree Rickea 
Jackson.

18] Alma boys basketball goes on 
memorable tournament run
Led by a talented and determined 
group of seniors, the Alma basketball 
team went on a dramatic tournament 
run that included district and 
regional titles. The highlight of the 
season was a stunning 64-46 win 
against a previously undefeated and 
state-ranked Bridgeport team in the 
regional semifinals.

19] Hemlock girls basketball wins 
24 in a row
The Hemlock girls basketball team 
turned in a memorable season. 
Hemlock won 24 straight games with 
its lone loss coming against eventual 
state runner-up Flint Hamady in the 
regional championship game.     

20] Austin Boone wins third 
straight individual wresting title
Lowell junior Austin Boone made 
it three in a row as he won the 
152-pound state championship. 
Boone turned in a 31-4 record and 
will be going for the rare fourth state 
title next season.

21] Saginaw Heritage hockey team 
takes second in the state
The Saginaw Heritage hockey team 
placed second in the state after 
dropping a 3-1 decision in the 
Division 1 state finals to Detroit 
Catholic Central. The Hawks, who 
turned in a 28-3 record, reached the 
state finals for a second consecutive 
season.

22] Shepherd girls golf takes second 
at state
Led by senior Morgan Yates, the 
Shepherd girls golf team placed 
second in the state at the Division 
3 state finals. Yates closed out her 
career by placing in the top 10 
individually for a second-straight 
season as she placed seventh overall.  

23] Portland football team goes on 
thrilling post-season run
Overlooked for much of the season, 
the Portland football team turned in 
a memorable playoff run that ended 
in the Division 5 state championship 
game at Ford Field. While the 
Raiders fell to Hudsonville Unity 
Christian in the title game, the 
tournament run excited the entire 
community.

24] DeWitt football wins trio of 
titles
The DeWitt football team turned 
in a big fall season. Along with 
winning the CAAC Blue title in its 
first season in the league, DeWitt 
also won district and regional titles 
before dropping a 34-21 decision 
to eventual Division 3 state champs 
Detroit King in the state semifinals.

25] Essexville-Garber girls soccer 
reaches state title match
The Essexville-Garber girls soccer 
team enjoyed a historic season as it 
reached the Division 3 state finals. 
The Dukes turned in a 21-1-2 record 
with the lone loss coming against 
Grand Rapids South Christian in the 
state title match.  

DeWitt Football

Breckenridge Football

Pewamo-Westphalia Girls Basketball
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Determination Pays Off As Saginaw 
Heritage Girls Defend State Hoops Title

Freeland Girls Basketball Team 
Ended Season Playing For 
Division 2 State Championship

Greg Chrapek 
Sports Scene 

The Saginaw Heritage girls 
basketball team defended a state 
basketball title that few people 
believed possible.

With a number of key players 
having graduated from the 2018 
Class A state championship team, 
the skeptics predicted the Hawks 
would fall short this year. Instead, 
Heritage remained strong and fo-
cused and defeated Southfield A & 
T 55-40 to win the Division 1 state 
championship at Van Noord Arena 
in Grand Rapids.

The senior core of Mo Joiner, 
Mallory McCartney and Shine 
Strickland Gills led the way for the 
Hawks in the final game of their 

high school careers.
“Our seniors, they didn’t want 

to go out with a loss this year,” said 
Heritage coach Vonnie DeLong, 
“and they played like it.

Strong defense was a key as 
Heritage limited Southfield to 34% 
shooting from the floor. Strick-
land-Gills protected the paint with 
six blocked shots while Keyonie 
Champion added a pair of steals.

Heritage dominated the game 
from start to finish. A big second 
quarter put the Hawks up 25-14 at 
halftime and Heritage controlled 
the game during the second half.

On the offensive end of the 
floor, Joiner was the catalyst of the 
offense with a game-high 17 points 
and eight assists. Strickland-Gills 

added 16 points while Champion 
totaled 12 points and McCartney 
seven. Joiner and Strickland-Gills 
both topped the team in rebounds 
with eight apiece while LoLo 
Reed and McCartney added five 
rebounds apiece. Strickland-Gills 
added six assists and McCartney 
dished out five assists.

For the senior veterans, winning 
back-to-back state titles was the 
goal and the doubt from people 
outside the program motivated 
them.

“If anything, we pretty much felt 
underestimated,” Strickland-Gills 
said. “A lot of people didn’t think 
we would go right back. We lost 
two players who scored a lot. It 
didn’t look like we had much com-
ing in through tunnel after them so 

they didn’t really think we would 
go back again. We wanted to prove 
them all wrong.”

 “This is the best way to go 
out,” McCartney said. “To win a 

state championship with my best 
friends. We had to stick together 
and at the end of the game we all 
said we just need to have one more 
point.”

Greg Chrapek 
Sports Scene 

Overlooked by the state pollsters 
for most of the season, the Free-
land girls basketball team went on 
a memorable state tournament run 
that proved it belonged among the 
best in the state.

Led by a talented group of 
seniors, Freeland took down 
some of the top-ranked Division 
2 teams in the state on its way 
to the state title game. Freeland 
defeated 9th-ranked Corunna 
and 5th-ranked Stanton Central 
Montcalm in the regional and then 
defeated 4th-ranked Hamilton in 
the state semifinals. Freeland came 
up short in the Division 2 state 

championship game as it fell 77-58 
to two-time defending Division 3 
state champion Detroit Edison and 
Miss Basketball honoree Rickea 
Jackson.

The loss ended Freeland’s season 
at 24-3, a season where the Falcons 
reached the state title game for 
the first time since winning the 
1998 Class C state championship. 
Of Freeland’s three losses, two of 
them came to state champions in 
Division 1 state champion Saginaw 
Heritage and Edison. Freeland also 
opened the season with a loss to 
Midland Dow, a team that ended 
the season ranked number five in 
the state in Division 1.

 “Our girls gave it their all,” said 
Freeland coach Tom Zolinski. 

“When you face a team that 
is doing it inside and out, 
you usually take advantage 
of one or another. It was a 
tough task tonight and a lot 
of credit goes to them.”

Alyssa Argyle led 
Freeland with 18 points 
while junior Kadyn Blanchard 
added 16 points and Au-
tumn Kloha 11 points. Junior 
Peyton Hansen and Argyle 
led Freeland in rebounding with 
five apiece. Argyle, a senior, went 
over the 1,000-point mark for her 
career in the semifinal win against 
Hamilton.

The title game was the final 
high school game for Freeland 
seniors Autumn Kloha, Lily Beyer, 

Camryn Coonan, Alyssa Argyle 
and Taylor Bakos. During the past 
four years the seniors were part of 
Freeland teams that won 94 games 
and loss 11 while never losing a 
conference game.

“They made history in Freeland,” 
Zolinski said. “What a group of 
girls right here. I’m definitely going 

to miss them. I had three of them 
for four years, one for three and 
one for two. They set it up for the 
future. The program’s been solid 
and they made it more solid. There 
are a lot of young girls that look to 
these girls and they want to be just 
like them.”

The Freeland girls basketball team ended the 
season playing for the Division 2 state championship.

Saginaw Heritage seniors Shine Strickland Gills, 
Mallory McCartney and Mo Joiner helped to lead the 
Hawks to a second consecutive state championship.
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Area Softball, Baseball 
Teams Play For State Titles
Greg Chrapek 
Sports Scene 
It was a productive spring season for 
area baseball and softball teams. A trio 
of area squads played for state champi-
onships with two other teams reaching 
the final four.

MILLINGTON CLAIMS SOFT-
BALL TITLE
It was an amazing season at Millington 
where the Cardinals won the school’s 
first-ever, MHSAA team champion-
ship.
With a combination of powerful hitters 
and the dominant pitching of senior 
Gabbie Sherman, Millington defeated 
Schoolcraft 8-0 in the Division 3 soft-
ball state championship game.
“This is our first team championship 
ever in our community,” said Milling-
ton coach Greg Hudie. “It means a lot. 
We were the first ones to ever make it 

to a state final last year but to win it, 
this is legendary. Some people might 
take it for granted, but I know me and 
the girls in the dugout and our coaches 
and parents do not take this for grant-
ed. We will remember this the rest of 
our lives.”
Sherman capped her career in a big 
way as she struck out 12 and allowed 
four hits in the championship game. 
For the season Sherman totaled 274 
strike outs and posted an 0.79 ERA for 
the Cardinals who finished with a 38-
2-1 record. A four-year varsity player, 
Sherman and her fellow seniors helped 
the Cardinals to four-straight regional 
titles. Winning the state title was the 
ultimate goal, however.
“We’ve been working for this since we 
were little kids,” Sherman said. “We 
just kept working and working and 
for this to come true it was incredible. 
This means everything to our town. We 

wanted to leave a mark of 
our own. Our town fol-
lows us everywhere. It was 
a sea of red up there and 
to give back to our town is 
incredible.”
The title capped an incred-
ible season for Millington 
that finished the year 
ranked 20th in the nation 
by MaxPreps Sports. 

ROCKFORD BASE-
BALL PLAYS FOR 
D1 TITLE
The Rockford baseball 
team reached the Division 
1 state championship 
game where it dropped a 
10-4 decision to Portage 
Northern.

The Rams, who finished the season 
with a 28-10 record, reached the title 
game after winning a 3-2 thriller in 
eight innings against Macomb Dakota 
in the state semifinals.

SAGINAW NOUVEL DAZZLES 
IN TOURNEY
A sub-.500 team during the regular 
season, Saginaw Nouvel played its best 
baseball when it mattered most as it 
reached the championship game in 
Division 4.
After finishing the season with a 9-16-1 
record, the Panthers won their district 
and edged Marlette 3-2 for the regional 
title. Nouvel then stopped Beal City in 
the super regional and defeated Deca-
tur 4-2 in the state semifinals before 
falling to Petersburg-Summerfield in 
the championship game.    

COLEMAN SENIORS END 
CAREER IN FINAL FOUR
The Coleman softball team turned in 
a big season. Along with compiling a 
35-8 overall record, Coleman reached 
the Division 4 state semifinals.
The state semifinal was the final high 
school softball game for a group of 
Coleman seniors that played in three 
consecutive state semifinal games and 
four state quarterfinals contests.

PEWAMO-WESTPHALIA 
REACHES FINAL FOUR
Pewamo-Westphalia was one of the 
premier Division 3 baseball teams in 
the state this season.
The Pirates, who finished the season 
with a 31-3 record, set a school record 
for wins in a season. P-W reached the 
Division 3 state semifinals where it 
dropped a 2-1 decision in nine innings 
to eventual state champion Homer.

The Coleman softball team 
reached the Division 4 state 
semifinals this season.

The Millington softball team won the first-ever 
team state title in school history with an 8-0 win 

against Schoolcraft in the Division 3 state title game.

The Saginaw Nouvel baseball team finished the season 
playing for the Division 4 state championship.
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Rockford Girls Teams Are State Runners-Up

Grand Ledge Kicker Has Eventful Season

John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

Rockford had two girls teams 
with volleyball and gymnastics 
nearly winning state titles, but 
both took home state run-
ners-up trophies.

It was a memorable season 
for Rockford coach Kelly 
Delacher and his Rams volley-
ball team in the semifinals at 
Battle Creek with a win over 
Northville by scores of 25-13, 
19-25, 25-23, 25-21.

The next day, in the Division 
I title match, Lake Orion beat 
the Rams 25-18, 25-23, 23-25, 
25-16.

The Rams finished 11-1 in 
the OK Red Conference and 

shared the conference title with 
Hudsonville.

Delacher was even more 
impressed with his team in the 
MHSAA playoffs.

“We had an awesome run in 
the state tournament,” Delacher 
said. “We had a tough road 
where seven out of eight teams 
(were ranked). We were down 
1-2 to top No. 10 Lowell and 
came back to win in five during 
our district finals. Then the 
next round, we battled back in 
the biggest comeback I have 
ever witnessed. We were led by 
our seniors, Lindsay Taylor and 
Emmy Webb, who combined 
for over 55 kills. Then had a 
great battle in our final four 
match against Northville where 
we got some huge contributions 

from our whole team.
“Then we lost a tight match 

with No. 2 Lake Orion in the 
state finals. It was a great run 
and my players really came 
together as a team during the 
last three weeks of the season. 
We had a great comeback win 
in five sets against Grandville to 
secure a share of the conference 
title. Down 11-14 in the fifth 
set, we battled back to win 
24-22.”

Lindsay Taylor led the way.
“She is an elite player who 

was awarded with an Under 
Armour All-American Award 
as well as a National player 
of the week award during the 
playoffs,” Delacher said.

The gymnastics team made 

its annual bid for a state crown.
Rockford took second 

behind Farmington in the team 
event.

“We were expecting second,” 
Rams gymnast Morgan Case 
said. “But we were happy with 
how close we got. I feel we did 
good this season and it’s how 
we were expecting.”

Rockford’s total team score 
was 144.250. Farmington had a 
145.550.

Rockford was the host 
school, and Reagan Ammon 
took advantage of being at 
home with winning the all-
around title. She had a final 
score of 36.675, to edge Kacey 
Noseworthy of Farmington at 
36.200.

John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

Matt LeBlanc is coming off a 
unique fall season of soccer and 
football for Grand Ledge where 
he received honors for his special 
talents.

LeBlanc says soccer is his main 
sport but he was one of the state’s 
top placekickers in football. He was 
2-of-4 on field goals for 35 and 30 
yards, and had five touchbacks on 
kickoffs. He was 14-of-16 on PATs.

“I hit a 55-yard (field goal) in 
practice,” he said.

It was his first year of being a 
kicker for football.

“We were having soccer camp. 
Our football coach came on the 
field and asked if anyone wanted 
to try being a kicker and he had 
a couple of us go out and try it,” 
LeBlanc said. “I got the spot.”

He was solely the kicker.
“I wasn’t expecting anything out 

of it,” LeBlanc said. “It exceeded my 
expectations and I fell in love with 
it. I didn’t have to make any tackles, 
luckily.”

Consistency is the key to being a 
good placekicker, as far as LeBlanc 
is concerned.

“You have to put in the hours of 
work,” he said.

Kicking a soccer ball vs. a foot-
ball “are two very different things,” 
LeBlanc said. “It’s the shape of the 
ball and you have to hit a certain 
spot on the football.”

LeBlanc is the goalkeeper for 
the Grand Ledge soccer team. 
He’s been starting on varsity since 
his freshman season. He’s been 
all-conference and all-area.

“I want to be a leader on the field 

and communicate with my team-
mates,” LeBlanc said, “and when 
the time is right, make the big save 
to help your team.”  

Grand Ledge soccer in 2018 
“had a pretty average season,” LeB-
lanc said. “We made it to the Silver 
Cup finals for conference and lost 
in that game. This year, we hope to 
have a lot of improvement. A lot of 
the guys have been putting in a lot 
of work during the summer to get a 
lot bigger, faster and stronger.”

Grand Ledge’s football team was 
3-5 last season.

“I feel we’ll improve because 
we’ve been putting a lot of work 
into the offseason to get better,” 
LeBlanc said.

He tries making every practice 
except when he has soccer games. 
But he tries to get to practices for 
both. He’s spent a lot of summer 

work on both sports.
LeBlanc has committed to 

playing soccer at Northwood 
University.

“I like the degree they have 
for sports management,” he said. 
“I love the facilities and I feel at 
home. I was hoping to get some 
Division I school looks. But I fell 
in love with Northwood and that’s 
where I want to be.”feel we did 
good this season and it’s how we 
were expecting.”

Rockford’s total team score 
was 144.250. Farmington had a 
145.550.

Rockford was the host school, 
and Reagan Ammon took ad-
vantage of being at home with 
winning the all-around title. She 
had a final score of 36.675, to edge 
Kacey Noseworthy of Farmington 
at 36.200.

Rockford Coach Michele Ankney
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Golfers Can Now Use Cell Phones

Two Golf Teams State Runners-Up

John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

The MHSAA passed various rule changes 
in the spring. One of the changes involved 
cell phones and golfers.

The MHSAA press release on the meeting 
put it this way:

“In golf, a committee recommendation 
was approved allowing golfers to use cell 
phones during play in four circumstances – 
to call a coach or tournament administrator 
for a health and safety issue, for use in input-
ting scores for live scoring or other scoring 
applications, to contact a rules official with 
questions, and for use as a distance-measur-
ing device.”

Big Rapids golf coach Mark Posey has 
seen his boys team win many Central State 
Activities Association titles and has had 
three straight state runner-up finishes been 
using cell phones.

“The CSAA implemented this rules this 
past spring to help learn about the advan-
tages and disadvantages,” Posey said. “We 

used live scoring for all five of our CSAA 
tournaments and allowed players to use 
their phones under the MHSAA guidelines. 
The girls may pilot it too this fall. The rules 
are there to allow live scoring. The MHSAA 
hopes that this will help with any cheating 
that may occur by allowing the coaches to 
monitor immediately what a player entered 
for a hole.

“On a couple of occasions, the CSAA 
coaches were able to monitor play and make 
adjustments in a player’s score. We didn’t 
have any situation where a player needed 
to use it for a medical situation but we had 
quite a number of players use it to call for a 
ruling.” 

There definitely are pros to this rule, Posey 
noted.

“It allows players to connect with coaches 
in an emergency or rules situation,” he said. 
“It also allows the MHSAA or any tourna-
ments to implement live score where the 
players enter their scores after each round.”

There are also some cons.
“Players could use the phone for other 

purposes that may violate USGA rules such 
as getting information from spectators that 
may influence their play or distracting their 
playing competitors and checking social 
media or slowing up play,” Posey said. “I was 
skeptical at first about how it would affect 
the pace of play and if it would distract the 
players. After five tournaments of piloting 
it, I thought it was quite helpful as a coach 
because it allowed us to follow our players a 
little better. The better players in our league 
didn’t necessary like it because they wanted 
to focus on their own game and not know 
where they stood in the tournament.  

“The biggest impact would be if we were 
not prepared for the possible distraction that 
having phones or live scoring would have on 
a players’ mental state. This is why the CSAA 
decided to pilot it this spring. We wanted 
our players mentally ready for a tournament 
where phones and live scoring was happen-
ing. It would impact any team that hasn’t 
prepared for it.  It took our boys a tourna-
ment or two to get used to it.”

Tyler Hausserman, a standout golfer from 
Ionia, isn’t sold on the new rule.

“I don’t think it’s a good idea,” he said. “If 
you play golf, you should respect the game, 
score and integrity of it.”

In a related matter, the Council approved 
a Golf Committee recommendation setting 
the maximum allowable score at 12 strokes 
per hole, in part to help improve pace of play.

John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

Area golf teams had their chance 
to shine during the 2018-19 sports 
season. 

Two, one boys team and one girls, 
finished second in the state.

For the Division 4 girls, Shepherd 
took second place in the state. The Blue 
Jays had rounds of 369 and 381 for 750 
at The Meadows Golf Course at Grand 
Valley State University during the fall 
state title tournament.

But Harbor Springs won handily 
with 750.

Top golfers for Shepherd at the state 
finals were Morgan Yates (82-91–173); 
Olivia Raymond (92-92–184), Madde 
Skeel (94-101–195), Margaret Bryant 
(101-97–198) and Angie Yuncker (122-
133–255).

Big Rapids finished second in Divi-
sion 3 for its third straight runner-up 

placing. But the Cardinals had been 
gearing for first all season.

The Cardinals carried a five-stroke 
lead over Grand Rapids NorthPointe 
after the first round Friday of the Di-
vision 3 boys state golf finals at Katke 
Golf Course in early June.

But NorthPointe turned it around by 
eight strokes on Saturday for a 624-627 
win over Big Rapids.

No other team was close to the top 
two. Grosse Ile was third at 664 to trail 
Big Rapids by 37 strokes.

“I thought we grinded it out there 
today,” Big Rapids coach Mark Posey 
said. “The boys, every time I looked 
at them, they were focused. Everyone 
will look back and say ‘where did we 
go wrong?’ We didn’t get off to a start 
we needed to. If you look at our first 
couple of holes, we didn’t get ourselves 
into a good rhythm.”

Seniors Pierce Morrissey (74-75) at 
149 and Owen Seay (78-79) at 157 earn 

All-State honors for the Cardinals.
“It just wasn’t meant to be,” Seay 

said. “(Personally), I didn’t really get 
into trouble off the tee. I just didn’t 
drop any putts.”

Morrissey, the 2018 individual 
champ, now will have a golf career at 
Michigan State.

“I’m proud of my team and how we 
fought back and the effort we put in to 
prepare for this weekend,” Morrissey 
said. 

“We fought back as best as we pos-
sibly could,” Posey said. “We definitely 
needed a better start.”

Rounding out the scoring for Big 
Rapids were Luke Welch (76-82) at 
158, Trevor Woodard (80-83) at 163 
and Dawson Currie at 89.

“It’s a great honor for these kids,” 
Posey said. “You come in second out of 
the entire state and it’s something to be 
proud of.”

Golfers can now communicate for 
various reasons via cell phones.

Big Rapids' Owen Seay
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Essexville Garber Highlighted The Soccer 
Season With A State Finals’ Finish

Okemos Continues Its Boys Tennis Dynasty

John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

One team from the area made 
the title game for girls soccer.

Essexville Garber’s undefeated 
girls soccer team was hoping for 
one more win on Saturday, June 15, 
when it played Grand Rapids South 
Christian in the Division 3 state 
title game at Michigan State.

But South Christian, 20-3-3, had 
other plans and pulled away with a 
3-0 state championship victory.

Garber’s season ended at 21-1-2 

under coach Troy Stewart.
The Dukes were out-shot 15-8. 

Goalkeeper was Logan Rau. It was 
2-0 at halftime.

“It was a more physical game 
than we’re used to,” Stewart said. 
“We weren’t prepared for the body-
ing. We don’t play at that level. We 
came back out the second half and 
had seven or eight shots. We didn’t 
make it happen. I’m happy for 
these girls. They gave it everything 
they’ve got.

“The girls work hard all day in 
school. It’s fun to see these kids 

come out here and have some fun. 
In the community, it was unbeliev-
able this morning, they transported 
us to the county line. Our girls got 
quite a sendoff. There were 500 
people there I would guess.”

It was an historical season for the 
team and the area.

“We’ve set records for every team 
in Bay County and no one has gone 
as far as we have this side of the 
state,” Stewart said. “We’re a tiny 
school of 600 kids and look what 
we’re done. And we only have 17 
players.” 

John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

Okemos tennis coach Chris 
Silker will have fond memories of 
the 2018-19 sports season.

His program continues to be 
dominant across the state.

Silker has been the boy tennis 
coach for nine seasons. For the 
2018-19 campaign, the team was 
23-1 overall and 7-0 in the CAAC 
for its eighth straight conference 
title.

“The season was an overwhelm-
ing success,” Silker said. “For the 
second year in a row we complet-
ed the season as Division 2 state 
champions with 36 out of 40 possi-
ble points. No. 1-4 singles and No. 
1-2 doubles all won their flights. 
Three doubles was flight runner up 
and four doubles was eliminated in 

the semi-finals.

“The only disappointment was 
our sole loss to the defending and 
eventual repeat Division 1 champi-
onship team Bloomfield Hills. We 
were missing two key players that 
resulted in a very close 5-3 loss.”

At No. 1 singles “Ozan Colak 
battled multiple injuries in his 
freshman season and still put 
together a great run at the end of 
the season to put 
together a dominant 
performance at the 
state final,” Silker 
said. “Even though he 
wasn’t 100 percent, 
he gritted out a 
tough win against an 
excellent opponent in 
Nathaniel Webster.

“At No. 2 and 

3  singles Josh Portnoy and Ben 
Letzer were very close throughout 
the season from tryouts that set the 
lineup in close 3 set matches. They 
then pushed each other to great 
heights through the season.” 

The No. 1 doubles team consist-
ed of the sole seniors on the squad 
with Zal Chinoy and Daniel Goreli.

“They polished off a fantastic 
career at Okemos, finishing their 

season as state champs and a 
season record of 30-1,” Silker said. 
“Next year we hope to return all 
players. but with such talent on the 
team, it is possible other commit-
ments to higher level tennis may 
get in the way. Time will tell. We 
have opted up to the Division 1 for 
the next two seasons and still hope 
to be state title contenders in the 
larger league. 

“The team credits our close, 

family atmosphere and culture 
with our success and are extreme-
ly fortunate to have incredibly 
dedicated players and families that 
support and compete for our orga-
nization. As coach, I gain enor-
mous assistance each season from 
parents, particularly Sri Talluri 
who is a key part of our success 
and alumni Parth Redey. Both offer 
critical coaching, and support to 
the team.”

Essexville Garber’s Teagan Betzold (8) takes the ball down the 
field against South Christian in the Division 3 title game.

The 2018 state championship boys 
tennis team from Okemos.
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Corunna Girls Track Coach Reflects 
On First State Championship

P-W, St. Charles Track Teams 
Dominated In Division 3 Track

John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

Alan Montgomery finished his 
eighth season as girls track and 
field coach at Corunna in a mem-
orable way.

The Cavaliers were 5-0 in the 
GAC Red, Division 2 region cham-
pions and state champions.

“The amazing thing about this 
team, is that they literally did 
everything that I asked of them,” 
Montgomery said. “From practices, 
to competitions, and to the state 
meet, they came through every sin-
gle time. This year’s team met every 
single one of my expectations...
from being league champions, to 
regional champions, and to being 
state champions.

“The state meet didn’t start out 

the best. We had to work through 6 
1/2 hours of weather delays. But all 
the girls rebounded and turned out 
amazing performances.”

Standouts included Hannah 
Hollister, who was all-state third 
place in the 100-meter hurdles, and 
state champion in the 300-meter 
hurdles and 200-meters and school 
record-holder in all three events.

Lexi Mort was all-state seventh 
place in the 100-meter hurdles 
and school record-holder in the 
long jump. The 4x100 meter relay 
of Lilly Bower, Elizabeth Norris, 
Lexi Mort, Hannah Hollister 
was state champions and school 
record-holders.

Lilly Evans was All-State sixth 
place in the 3,200 meters.

Kate Feldpausch was an All-State 
qualifier in the 1,600 and 3,200.

Mariah Dunkin 
was All-State second 
place in the discus 
and All-State fourth 
place in the shot 
put.

Mort (Saginaw 
Valley State Univer-
sity), Feldpausch 
(Michigan Tech 
University) and 
Mariah Dunkin 
(Alma College) are 
running track colle-
giately. Maddie Birchmeier will be 
playing basketball at Concordia 
University.

Hollister, Norris, Evans and 
Bower all return along with junior 
Evie Wright and sophomore Ellie 
Toney.

“We return several key mem-

bers from the state championship 
squad,” Montgomery said. “They 
will be moving to the Flint Metro 
League next season as they look 
to build on the previous five years 
successes. There are many younger 
athletes looking to make their 
mark on the varsity squad next sea-
son. Along with Wright and Toney, 
Josalyn Stratton, Vanessa Zettle, 

Lylah Townsend, and Naia Smith 
will all be counted on as major 
contributors.

“2019 was a very special year for 
our program. Three times the girls 
track program has finished second 
at the state meet, the last time 
being 2001. It was very exciting 
bringing home our first state cham-
pionship.”

John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

Among the two Division 3 
girls teams which saved their 
best for last with incredible 
seasons were Pewamo-West-
phalia and St. Charles.

Coach Scott Werner’s P-W 
girls took first place in the 
state meet at Jenison on June 
1.

The girls won their third 
state title in Division 3 and 
fourth overall.

P-W had 45 points com-
pared to 37.5 for St. Charles.

“Our girls 4x800, was 
seeded sixth. They started out 
the meet the first event of the 
day and took second,” Werner 
said. “That was a big step and 
I thought it set the tone for the 
girls team going forward.”

The Pirates could be just as 
strong next season.

“But on the girls side we 
return a significant amount 
back,” Werner said. “Our 
entire 4x800 team and most 
of the relays we return around 
three. Sophie Thelen had quite 
a day in the sprints third in 
100, fourth in 200 and fifth in 
the 400 and is only a sopho-
more. Annabelle Schafer (fifth 
in the 100 meter hurdles) is 
quite the scorer and is only a 
junior.”

Amelia Thelen was in the 
fifth place 4x400 meter relay 
and on the second place 4x200 
meter relay and the fifth place 
4x100 team.

“Based on seedings, it didn’t 
look like it was going to be 
much of a show.” she said. “We 
kept working after regionals. 
We knew we could be better 

than what we were seeded. We 
knew we were strong enough 
to win. We came in to do what 
we thought we could do.”

There was a rain delay prior 
to the 4x400 relay but Thelen 
knew by then the Pirates had 
the state title secured.

“We believed were going to 
win,” she said.

Sophie Thelen was All-State 
at the state meet in four events 
to help the Pirates. She was on 
the 4x800 team.

Thelen was third in the 
100-meter (12.96) dash and 
came close to her personal 
record of 12.73, which she 
set as a regional champion in 
Bath. Getting the PR meant a 
lot to Thelen.

“I would say I met my 
expectations,” Thelen said. “I 
wanted do better, obviously 

as anyone would want to, in 
the 400 and 200, but I hurt my 
ankle. I’m still happy to have 
done what I did.”

St. Charles
St. Charles was the defend-

ing state champion and had 
another chance at a crown 
before falling to P-W in the 
state meet.

But it was an excellent per-
formance for St. Charles.

St. Charles won the 4x100 
meter relay with Erica Garcia, 
Hope Kushion, Celine Whiren 
and Lindsey Pumford in 59.03 
seconds. The school also 
won the 4x200 meter relay in 
1:46.21 with Pumford, Kush-
ion, Erica Garcia and Whiren.

Mikayla Williams won the 
long jump in 17-2.

The Corunna girls track and field state championship team.

Pewamo-Westphalia's Amelia Thelen
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St. Louis Track Team Reflects 
On Memorable 2018 Season

Freshmen Play Key Role For Sharks Track Team

John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

BJ Tomanek was head coach for a St. Lou-
is girls track team, which won’t soon forget 
the 2018-19 school sports season.

The Sharks were dominant in the TVC 
West at 7-0 and won three invitationals: St. 
Louis Relays, Roscommon and Alma Scottie 
College. St. Louis qualified for the MITCA 
state meet and qualified nine girls for the 
MHSAA state meet.

“The team came into the season with 
some big expectations and we definitely met 
our expectations as far as league champions, 
but we may have exceeded expectations as 
far as qualifying for MITCA and the nine 
girls making it to the MHSAA state meet,” 
Tomanek said. “Every team faces challenges 
and disappointing moments and with that 
said, we had many peaks and valleys during 
the season. The most important thing is that 
the girls really stepped up their level just 
about every time they were challenged by 
their coaches and faced tougher competi-
tion.”

Jazmin Milks was the team’s top throw-
er. “She was a conference champion in shot 
put and scored in all invitationals,” Tomanek 
said. “She also qualified for the MHSAA 
state meet as a senior in the shot put.”

Olivia Anderson did both softball and 
track. “She provided us with a top notch 
high jumper with a career personal record 
of 4-10 and she scored points in 300 
hurdles, pole vault and long jump for us,” 
Tomanek said.

Koutz also doubled in softball and track. 
“She was another 4-10 high jumper and led 
our team in the long jump with a jump of 
14-8,” Tomanek said. “She also helped in the 
100-meter dash and could run the 4x100 
meter relay.”

Mikaila Borie ran middle distance and 
distance for the team. “She had a great soph-
omore season with PRs in the 800-meter 
run (2:40.62), the 1,600-meter run (5:42.47) 
and the 3,200-meter run (12:41.89),” 
Tomanek said. “She also helped the 4x800 
meter relay team qualify for the MHSAA 
state meet. Mikaila was also academic all 
state this season.”

Adry Munoz ran sprints and middle 
distances for the team. “She scored a ton of 
points this season,” Tomanek said. “She set 
season PRs in the 100-meter dash (13.76), 
200-meter dash (28.16) and the 400-meter 
run (1:04.70). Adry also ran on the 4x100 
meter relay which qualified for the MHSAA 
state meet, the 4x200 meter relay and the 
4x400 meter relay team.”

Reyna Rojas ran sprints, mid-distances 
and pole vaulted. “Her season PRs were  
200-meter dash (29.62), 400-meter run 
(1:05.79) and 7-9 in pole vault,” To-
manek said. “Reyna led our junior class in 
scoring and helped the 4x100 meter relay 
team qualify for the MHSAA state meet.”

Chloe O’boyle ran sprints, relays and long 
jumped. “Chloe scored the second most 
points for our team overall this year and 
led the sophomore class in points scored,” 
Tomanek said. “Her season PRs were: 
100-meter dash (13.21), 200-meter dash 
(27.49) and 14-6 ½  in the long jump. Chloe 
also anchored the 4x100 meter relay team 
that qualified for the MHSAA state meet.

Zoe Dickman “was by far our team’s most 
versatile athlete,” Tomanek said. “Zoe does 
anything and everything the coaching staff 
ask her to do. Zoe competed in well in 13 
of the 17 possible events in high school 
track. Zoe ran all 12 of the track events and 
finished things off with pole vault. Some 
PRs are: 1,600 meter run (5:59.96), 3,200 
meter run (12:58.51) and 100 meter hurdles 
(19.81).  Our team wouldn’t have accom-
plished many of the things we did this 
season if we didn’t have Zoe on our team.”

Sela Delgado “was a tremendous fresh-
man asset for our team,” Tomanek said. 
“Sela could run anything from the 800 to 
the 3,200 including two relays. Sela’ season 
PRs were: 800 meter run (2:42.34), 1,600 
meter run (5:54.05) and 3,200 meter run 
(12:23.81). Sela was a member of the 4x800 
meter relay team that qualified for the MH-
SAA state meet as well.”

John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

Coach BJ Tomanek has reason to feel 
excitement with a freshman group of athletes 
on its St. Louis Sharks girls track and field 
team, which was 7-0 in its conference.

Two outstanding freshmen were Mikenna 
Borie and Libby Munderloh.

“Mikenna Borrie was a superstar fresh-
man and has had an amazing first season 
of running in high school,” Tomanek said. 
“Mikenna backed up her All-State cross 
country season by becoming an All-Stater in 
the 3,200 finishing eighth with a career PR 
time of 11:29.79.

“Mikenna was also academic All-State this 
year as well. Other PRs for Mikenna were 

800-meter run (2:31.89) and the 1,600-meter 
run (5:22.61). Mikenna was also a member 
of the 4x800 meter relay team that qualified 
for the MHSAA state meet.”

Munderloh “had a strong freshman 
campaign although times didn’t match her 
expectations due to a variety of reasons,” 
Tomanek said. “Libby may not have reached 
all of her goals, but she has turned the St. 
Louis girls distance program completely 
around. She has set the standard and exam-
ple of what it takes to be a top notch runner.

“The other girls work hard to match her 
commitment and it has shown with the cross 
country and distance success at St. Louis 
in the last year. Her PRs are 400 meter run 
(1:02.41) and 800-meter run (2:24.31). She 
also ran on the MHSAA qualifying 4x800 

meter relay team and she was 
named academic All-State.”

Key graduates are Jazmin 
Milks, Desarae Campbell, 
Aynslee Koutz and Olivia An-
derson. Key returners are Sela 
Delgado, Libby Munderloh, 
Mikenna Borie, Adry Munoz, 
Chloe O’boyle, Mikiala Borie, 
Monique Baker-Howard, Reyna 
Rojas, Maddie Greenup and 
Zoe Dickman.

“Next looks exciting again, 
but we have many holes to fill 
from people graduating,” Tomanek said. “We 
have a small group of really solid sprinters 
that score a lot of points for us. We have a 
nice group of pole vaulters that continue 

to improve which is helpful in our confer-
ence. Our big strength comes from our mid 
and distance crew. We will have to make the 
most improvement in our jumps.”

Mikenna Borie hands the baton to Libby 
Munderloh during the season for St. Louis.

Mikenna Borie
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St. Johns Runner Relishes State Title

Chippewa Hills Girls 
Track Title Streak Hits 17

John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

Taryn Chapko is a state track and field 
champion, who has another season to do a 
lot of championship things for St. Johns.

Chapko, as a junior, served notice last fall 
she was ready to do something special. She 
took third place in the Division 2 champion-
ship cross country state meet by taking third 
place.

But she did two places better in the 800 
run at the state track and field meet.

She clocked a 2:15.14 to take first place 
at Zeeland. A few days before that at the 
Greater Lansing Honor Roll Meet of Cham-
pions, she was first with a personal record of 
2:12.36.

Chapko was in the 800 run 11 times 
during the 2019 season and won all 11 times.  
She didn’t run the 400 as much but still had a 
fine season. She won four times, including at 

the regional to qualify for the state meet and 
had a season record of 56.91 for third place 
at state.

To win the 800 meters was sweet for 
Chapko. She finished second in 2:13.76 at the 
2019.

“Since I raced the 400 right before, I wasn’t 
expecting that high of a place,” Chapko said. 
“I was expecting with my ability to get close. 
I was not expecting with the elite group we 
had to take first. I trusted my coach with 
my workouts and held off and stayed with 
the group instead of (burning) myself in the 
beginning.”

With 100 meters to go, Chapko was confi-
dent of her chances to win.

It was a season to remember.

Her strength in the 800 “is my start,” 
Chapko said. “I worked on my finish a lot so 
the last 100 meters is something I’m good at 
as well. Consistency is helpful.”

The 400 is her second best event.

Her improvement from sophomore to ju-
nior “was definitely more than my freshman 
to sophomore season,” Chapko said. “I PRed 
in most of my events other than one.”

Next season will be one Chapko hopes will 
even be better. Next up is cross country.

“I want my team and I to get conference 
champions again,” she said. “I want the top 
seven varsity girls to go to state. That would 
be cool.”

As for cross country vs. track, “I enjoy 
track more but cross country isn’t too far 
behind,” Chapko said. “I do indoor track. I 
run close to every day (during the summer).  
I started when I was younger (and got inter-
ested) through family and friends.”

“Taryn had an amazing season,” St Johns 
coach Mike Maloney said. “She works 
incredibly hard. She started out the season 
close to where she was at last year.”

John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

Chippewa Hills’ girls track and 
field team won its 17th straight 
league title and the architect of this 
success has decided to step down 
as coach.

Sally Schafer coached her team 
to two MITCA and one MHSAA 
state title along with 17 straight 
conference championships. She has 
been involved in coaching for 29 
years and was a head coach for 20 
seasons.

“I had decided coming into this 
year it would probably be my last 
one,” she said. “With my kids older 
and being here and there, it will 
free me up to go and do things 
with them. Maybe I’ll step back in 
at some point. I thought this was 
the right time.”

Chippewa Hills cross country 
coach Zach Hatfield has also been 
an assistant for the track team.

“Sally has had a coaching career 
that ranks with the best in the state 
and probably the best in school 
history with three state titles, nine 
regional titles and 17 conference 
titles,” Hatfield said. “When she 
took over, she created a culture 
that fostered competitiveness and 
pride in the Chippewa Hills track 
and field program. I was fortunate 
enough to have the opportunity to 
learn from her. She loved and will 
always love the sport and the ath-
letes that participated. Although, 
she is stepping down, I know she 
will always be tied to the track and 
not far away.”

Schafer said she remembered 
learning from many coaches as she 
started out her career. 

“I would watch those teams that 
won regional meets and see how 
they were doing it,” Schafer said. 

Schafer said the two MITCA 
titles for her team were special, 
while the MHSAA crown was like 

the icing on the cake.
Whomever the new coach will 

be, Schafer is confident the team 
can go for its 18th straight title 
next year.

“I am looking forward to all the 

returning athletes working hard in 
the off-season and having a great 
2020,” she said. “We should be 
ready to compete for another con-
ference title. This is a hard working 
team that ended on a great note 
going into next season.”

Taryn Chapko was the state’s 800-meter champ this season.

Sally Schafer, left, watches one of her Chippewa Hills athletes in action.



Page 22 - July - August, 2019 High School Sports Scene - Keeping Kids In The News www.highschoolsportsscene.com

Trust your car insurance  
with a company named  

for those it serves.   

THE BEST LOCAL  
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY  •  000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.com

Trust your car insurance with a company named for those it serves.

THE BEST LOCAL  
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY  •  000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.com

Since 1916, Auto-Owners and your  
local independent agent have  

been there when it matters most. 

Trusted for generations...

108 North Newton St.
Middleton, MI 48856

Tel: 989-236-7296
www.demottins.com

Dansville Athlete Enjoys 
Extraordinary Season
John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

Carson Voss enjoyed an extraordinary season 
as a sophomore in boys track and field in Dans-
ville.

Voss picked a fine time to have his personal 
record in the long jump with covering 21 feet, 5 
inches, for the state Division 4 title. He was also 
first in the CMAC league meet. Ironically, despite 
being the state champ, Voss was only second in 
the regional at 20 3 ½.

Voss also ran the 300-meter hurdles and fin-
ished fifth in the league and third in the regional 
in 44.51 seconds. He also pole vaulted.

“I didn’t make it to state finals my freshman 
year,” he said. “It was always my goal to make it 
to state. I didn’t have a good freshman year at all. 
The way my sophomore year was going this is 
what I was aiming for.”

On his winning jump at the state meet, Voss 
noted he broke his personal record by five inches.

“It was my last jump of the entire season no 

matter what and I was going to put everything 
into it,” he said. “I wasn’t going to be able to do it 
for another year and I put everything I had into it. 
It just flew.”

Voss was sitting in seventh place before he got 
his winning jump.

“Just making it to state, I was proud of that,” he 
said.

Voss started long jumping in eighth grade.
“I think it’s all about really being focused,” he 

said. “When I’ve focused on my jump and am di-
aled in to everything I need to do to push myself 
and get my motivation, it’s when I really succeed.”

Voss indicated pole vault is his second best 
event.

“I barely missed out going to the state meet,” 
he said.

Voss hopes to defend his long jump state title 
next year and also qualify in other events.

He also plays basketball and football but indi-
cated track is his best sport.

Dansville's Carson Voss

MHSAA Honors Portland Athletic Director
John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

Portland athletic director Kevin 
Veale is among four recipients of 
the Michigan High School Athletic 
Association’s Allen W. Bush Award 
for 2019.

Al Bush served as executive di-
rector of the MHSAA for 10 years. 
The award honors individuals for 
past and continuing service to prep 
athletics as a coach, administrator, 
official, trainer, doctor or member 
of the media, the MHSAA said. 
The award was developed to bring 
recognition to men and women 
who are giving and serving without 
a lot of attention. This is the 28th 
year of the award, with selections 
made by the MHSAA’s Representa-
tive Council.

“The Bush Award was created to 
recognize the frequent behind-the-
scenes efforts that go into creating 

worthwhile experiences for Mich-
igan high school athletes. But it’s 
impossible to not see the impacts 
this year’s honorees have made 
in their communities,” MHSAA 
Executive Director Mark Uyl said 
in a statement. “We are pleased 
to honor them and celebrate their 
work in promoting educational 
athletics and all of its benefits.” 

The MHSAA released the fol-
lowing statement on Veale:

“Veale is completing his 
19th year as Portland Public 
Schools athletic director after 
previously teaching and serving 
as the girls track and field coach 
and as a football assistant at the 
high school. He has initiated a 
variety of efforts during his two 
decades in the district, founding 
the high school’s coaches associ-
ation, captains’ club and athletic 
Hall of Fame among sports-related 

endeavors. He also has served as a 
volunteer coach for local recreation 
teams and given his time to assist 
in various community events. But 
his influence has stretched as well 
to league, regional and statewide 
levels.

“Veale has served in leadership 
roles in multiple leagues over his 
tenure, as executive secretary for 
the Ingham County League in 
2001-02 and then president of the 
Capital Area Activities Conference 
in 2008-09. 

“He’s hosted at Portland more 
than 100 MHSAA postseason 
events from the District-Quar-
terfinal levels, while also serving 
on multiple MHSAA committees 
including assisting in selection of 
MHSAA/Farm Bureau Insurance 
Scholar-Athlete Award winners. 

“He served as membership com-
mittee chairperson for the MIAAA 

in 2005-06 and has been 
part of its scholarship 
committee since 2008. 

“Veale graduated from 
Iron Mountain High 
School and earned bach-
elor and master’s degrees 
from Central Michigan 
University, the latter in 
athletic administration. 
He also has achieved 
CAA designation and was 
named an MIAAA Region-
al Athletic Director of the 
Year in 2010.”

“Kevin has really be-
come the face of Portland Raiders 
athletics after 19 years in that com-
munity,” Uyl said in a statement.  
“He brings a great deal of positivity 
and high energy to the job every 
day. His teams have had great 
success, and he’s another adminis-
trator who sees all programs being 
equally important.”

“I was very honored and 
appreciative to have received the 
award,” Veale told Sports Scene. “I 
have enjoyed the relationships with 
kids and coaches. Portland is an 
outstanding community with great 
families and support for school and 
athletics and a great place to raise 
a family.”

Portland Athletic Director Kevin Veale
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St. Patrick Athlete 
Is State Champion

Potterville Sophomore 
Has Remarkable Season

John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

Annie Gunderman finished 
her track career at Portland 
St. Patrick exactly the way she 
wanted to.

“After finishing ninth in the 
state as a freshman, Annie set a 
goal to finish as state champion 
in the 400-meter dash before she 
graduated,” coach Dawn Fedewa 
said. “Each year, she was able 
to get a little closer to that goal, 
finishing sixth as a sophomore 
and third as a junior. Her win 
this year as a senior was a fitting 
and perfect end to a tremendous 
career at St. Patrick.”  

Gunderman at the state meet, 
Division 4, was first in the 400 
(59.59), sixth in the 200 (27.03) 
and ninth as the anchor of the 

4x400 relay
“Annie is a very tough compet-

itor with an amazing work ethic,” 
Fedewa said. “She’s able to stay 
mentally strong even when a race 
becomes uncomfortable. Annie 
moved up from third as a junior 
to state champion as a senior in 
the 400. She also improved from 
10th to sixth in the 200.

“Annie ran the 800 and 4x800 
several times this year. Not only 
did she set school records in 
both, but the longer distances 
helped her strength in the 200 
and 400. Annie is an exceptional 
competitor and teammate, always 
putting her teammates first and 
wishing her competitors well 
before a race and congratulating 
them after.”

Gunderman is now getting 

ready for a collegiate sports 
career at Saginaw Valley State 
University.

“Annie is always working to-
ward becoming a better athlete,” 
Fedewa said. “As a SVSU recruit, 
she is now turning her attention 
toward making the shift from 
high school to collegiate compe-
tition.”

Gunderman also played 
basketball and volleyball at St. 
Patrick.

“Though her talents will be 
missed at St. Pat’s, leaving as the 
school record holder in the 400, 
800, 4x200, 4x400 and 4x800, 
Annie’s career isn’t over yet,” Fed-
ewa said. “Saginaw Valley State is 
gaining a talented, hard working 
athlete and we’re excited to see 
her compete at the next level.

“Annie’s 13 points at this year’s 
state meet helped the team finish 
in 11 place, the highest finish in 
recent memory.”

Gunderman was pleased with 
her career.

“It was a goal of mine to 
finish as a state champion in the 
400-meter dash before I gradu-
ated and I am very excited that I 
could end my senior season with 
this goal completed,” she said. “I 
think that becoming mentally 
tough and being able to push past 
comfort zones is a huge factor 
in my accomplishments. Being 
part of such a supportive and en-
couraging team definitely helped 
with confidence and being able to 
push past those comfort zones. 

“This year I was able to com-
pete in the 800 and 4x800. I was 
able to set school records in both 
and gain strength for my other 
events. I believe I have become 
more mentally tough and focused 
than previous years, knowing 
it was my last year and battling 
injuries. My most memorable 
moments would be becoming 
state champion in the 400 this 
year and being able to compete 
with all the girls I had became 
friends with over the last four 
years one last time.”

John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

Potterville boys track and field 
coach Dan Brunk was able to 
witness a remarkable sophomore 
season from Zach Wright, who 
was only in his second varsity 
campaign.

But now, he’s a Division 4 state 
champion.

“Zach was already a pretty 
talented athlete, but he has had a 
nice break through this season in a 
couple of additional events,” Brunk 
said. “He’s a strong anchor leg on 
the 4x800 this year and led us to 
a top-five finish at the MHSAA 
finals (1:56.35 split). He was an 
MHSAA State Champion (4:27) 
in the 1,600 meters. He was a state 
qualifier in the 800 meters, but 
scratched to focus on the 4x400.  
“Zach’s 0:51 split in the 4x400 was 

critical to our success this season 
with a highlight at the Greater Lan-
sing Honor Roll Meet of Champi-
ons where his team finished third 
behind Ionia and East Lansing. 
Zach has an incredible desire to 
win and is never afraid to work 
hard to make that happen. He gets 
pushed by some pretty talented 
teammates in practice every day.”

The 800 meters was a unique 
event for Wright.

“There’s not a huge improve-
ment in the 1,600 meters or his 
400-meter split because they were 
already pretty impressive,” Brunk 
said. “But Zach had an enormous 
breakout year in the 800 meters 
this year to show his overall 
versatility. I would say Zach’s 
maturity and leadership was a huge 
improvement from last year. As a 
freshman, Zach was more focused 

on his individual events; this year 
he was proud to sacrifice some in-
dividual events for the good of his 
relays. I also think Zach improved 
in his ability to go hard in multiple 
events, rather than feeling he was 
only good for one or two events 
each meet.

“Zach is a pretty special 1,600 
meter runner, so I would have to 
say his CMAC conference final in 
the 1,600 meters his freshman year 
was pretty impressive. This year he 
was CMAC conference champion 
in the 4x800 and the open 800 
meters which was an incredible ac-
complishment. His 1:56 split at the 
MHSAA finals in the 4x800 was 
shocking, only to come back with 
an impressive tactical 1,600 meters 
to become a state champion.”

Brunk admits Wright was a 
pleasant surprise.

“I never expected Zach to 
accomplish so much for our team 
this season,” Brunk said. “Zach 
will agree that he could always 
do more, and is aware that he 
struggles to motivate himself in the 

off season. He does work hard with 
teammates in the off-season, he 
generally isn’t the one organizing 
the workouts, however. I’m sure 
as he matures he will realize his 
role in this area is important. Zach 
played JV basketball and was an 
incredible defensive player because 
he is so fast and such a competi-
tor. His hobby is bowling, which 
I believe will become his winter 
sport along with indoor track in 
2020.

“I have coached a number of 
state champions in my 22 years of 
coaching track, but I can’t say I’ve 
ever had an athlete that has more 
desire to win than Zach. He has 
an incredible threshold that allows 
him to go places most athletes 
wouldn’t dare.”

As a team, “Potterville qual-
ified all four relays for the state 
finals this year,” Brunk said. “Our 
strength was certainly in the 
middle distance or long sprint 
events. We were pretty young in 
the field events, so experience this 
year for many was the key.”

Annie Gundeman was a state 
champion for Portland St. Patrick 
and a steady point producer in 
several events.

Zach Wright of Potterville 
was recognized as a Division 4 
state champion.
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$4,000/dN.* $59/Mo.*

2019 GMc TerraiN FWd

MSRP $29,095$20,900Sale
Price WITH TRADE GM FINANCIAL GMS, C.T.P

36 MO 8500K LEASE, FLEX PURCHASE
LEASE LOYALTY, PLUS TAX

SaVe 
$8,195!

$199/dN.* 
$199/Mo.*

$4,000/dN.* $89/Mo.*

$255/doWN $255/MoNTH
TaX & PlaTe iNcluded iN PaYMeNT

2016 cHeVY equiNoX lT

Sale 
Price

$14,900

$99/doWN $99/MoNTH
TaX & PlaTe iNcluded iN PaYMeNT

2012 Ford FieSTa Se

Sale 
Price

$3,900

$129/doWN $129/MoNTH
TaX & PlaTe iNcluded iN PaYMeNT

2004 Ford MuSTaNG

Sale 
Price

$6,900

CONvT.

$319/doWN $319/MoNTH
TaX & PlaTe iNcluded iN PaYMeNT

2015 Ford eScaPe

Sale 
Price

$17,900

TaX & PlaTe iNcluded iN PaYMeNT

1995 cHeVY PriSM

Sale 
Price
$1,900

$89/doWN $89/MoNTH
TaX & PlaTe iNcluded iN PaYMeNT

2005 HoNda accord lX

Sale 
Price

$2,900

$279/doWN $279/MoNTH
TaX & PlaTe iNcluded iN PaYMeNT

2016 buick reGal

Sale 
Price

$15,900

AWD

$209/doWN $209/MoNTH
TaX & PlaTe iNcluded iN PaYMeNT

2007 cHeVY SilVerado eXT cab

Sale 
Price

$10,900

4x4

$179/doWN $179/MoNTH
TaX & PlaTe iNcluded iN PaYMeNT

2012 cHeVY iMPala lTZ

Sale 
Price

$8,900

4x4

$209/doWN $209/MoNTH
TaX & PlaTe iNcluded iN PaYMeNT

2015 cHeVY caPTiVa lT

Sale 
Price

$10,900

$189/doWN $189/MoNTH
TaX & PlaTe iNcluded iN PaYMeNT

2006 cadillac dTS 1Sb

Sale 
Price

$3,900
$309/doWN $309/MoNTH
TaX & PlaTe iNcluded iN PaYMeNT

2015 cadillac SrX

Sale 
Price

$19,900
$209/doWN $209/MoNTH
TaX & PlaTe iNcluded iN PaYMeNT

2014 Ford edGe Se

Sale 
Price

$10,900

$209/doWN $209/MoNTH
TaX & PlaTe iNcluded iN PaYMeNT

2009 HuMMer H3

Sale 
Price

$11,800

4x4

$309/doWN $309/MoNTH
TaX & PlaTe iNcluded iN PaYMeNT

2011 Ford F-150 SuPercreW

Sale 
Price

$19,900

4x4

$229/doWN $229/MoNTH
TaX & PlaTe iNcluded iN PaYMeNT

2012 liNcolN MkZ

Sale 
Price

$11,900

AWD

$279/doWN $279/MoNTH
TaX & PlaTe iNcluded iN PaYMeNT

2012 GMc Sierra Sl

Sale 
Price

$15,900

4x4

$365/doWN $365/MoNTH
TaX & PlaTe iNcluded iN PaYMeNT

2016 GMc Sierra dbl cab

Sale 
Price

$25,900

4x4

$299/doWN $299/MoNTH
TaX & PlaTe iNcluded iN PaYMeNT

2010 cHeVY SilVerado lT

Sale 
Price

$16,900

4x4

$255/doWN $255/MoNTH
TaX & PlaTe iNcluded iN PaYMeNT

2013 cHeVY TraVerSe lT

Sale 
Price

$13,900

AWD


