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Maddi JordanLeading  The Way For A Lowell Softballw w w . h i g h s c h o o l s p o r t s s c e n e . c o m

Area Team Spring Sports Coverage!

Find Us On

PublIShEr’S NOTE
Hello sports fans, it’s another great day here at High 

School Sports Scene Magazine.
The baseball and softball seasons are in full swing and the 

area is loaded with talented players. I’ve always loved reading 
about the top players in the area, with that in mind, take a 
look at the lists we have compiled of some of the top softball 
and baseball players in the area.

Let us know what you think and check us out online at 
www.highschoolsportsscene.com and like us on Facebook.

bASEbAll TOP SENIOrS

SOfTbAll TOP SENIOrS

SEE ThE COMPlETE lIST AT
www.hIghSChOOlSPOrTSSCENE.COM

1) Adam Randall, P, Bay City Western: Randall throws in the 
high 80s and will be playing college baseball at Florida junior 
college power Hillsborough Community College. 
2) Trey Nordmann, P, DeWitt: A tall (6-foot-3) and lanky right 
hander, Nordmann can bring a 90-mph fastball to the plate 
along with an improving changeup. Nordmann is headed to the 
University of Evansville.
3) Braedon Stoakes, OF,P, Grand Ledge: A versatile athlete, 
Stoakes can make an impact on the mound with his high 80s 
fastball. Headed to Eastern Michigan, Stoakes has outstanding 
speed in the outfield and hits with power.
4) Nick Dardas, C, Bay City Western: Headed to Central Mich-
igan University, Dardas is a talented defensive catcher with a 
strong arm and an electric bat.  
5) Jacoby, P, Stanton Central Montcalm: An Oakland University 
signee, Jacoby has plenty of upside with his 6-foot-, 210-pound 
frame and a high 80s fastball.
6) Garrett Sheridan, P/1b, Bay City Western
7) Evan Schlatter, P, Bay City Western
8) Austin Stiffler, C, Williamston
9) Aaron West, INF, Grand Ledge
10) Jeff Landis, INF, Midland

1) Skylar Coberley, INF, Bay City Central: Headed to Central 
Michigan University, Coberley is a three-time, all-conference 
player who hit .511 with 7 home runs and 36 RBI last spring.
2) Tauri Hintz, P, Bay City Western: A first-team, all-state player, 
Hintz is an outstanding pitcher who is also a run producer at 
the plate.
3) Maddi Jordan, 2b, Lowell: A four-year starter headed to 
Central Michigan University, Jordan holds the school record for 
RBI. 
4) Megan Mann, C, Bay City Western
5) Peyton Grice, P, Sanford-Meridian
6) Sydney Spencer, P, Bay City Central
7) Aynslee Koutz, C, St. Louis
8) Cam Coonan, 3b, Freeland
9) Lily Beyer, SS, Freeland
10) Jaden Berthume, P/3b, Coleman
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Greg Chrapek 
Sports Scene 

Led by a core of players who have been on 
the varsity for three or more years, the Beal 
City softball team has some big goals this 
season.

Ranked among the honorable mention 
in the state in Division 4, Beal City is led by 
a pair of returning all-state players. Junior 
Lyndsey Fillenworth is back at shortstop and 
is also a pitcher. Junior Sidney Upton returns 
in center field.

Beal City also returns standout senior 
Grace Mindel. A catcher and third baseman, 

Mindel is an outstanding hitter who has an 
average hovering around .580.

“The strong point of our team is the 
experience that we have and a strong group 
of seniors,” said Beal City coach John Davis. 
“Most of them have been on the varsity for 
three or more years and have not only gained 
great experience, but they have also grown 
as leaders for other players on the team. An-
other strong point is our speed and positive 
attitudes.”

With the experience the team boasts and 
the talent on the roster, the Aggies look to 
build throughout the season and peak come 
state tournament time.

“Some of the goals that the girls are 
working towards are to first win a regional 
title,” Davis said, “and then take it game by 
game on their way to a state championship. 

The girls just have to continue working hard 

at practice and keeping a positive attitude 

through all the wins and losses.”

John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

She’s coming off an amazing girls 
basketball season, and now Jaden 
Berthume is looking to get the job 
done in softball for Coleman coach 
Chad Klopf.

Berthume is a four-year varsity 
starter for the Comets.

“We have only played one 
doubleheader,” Klopf said in early 
April. “Jaden pitched well and 
played some great defense. She 
has been working on developing 
more power at the plate and so her 
bat will continue to heat up as the 
temperatures rise.

“Her success has been her work 
ethic and drive. She does extra 
hitting, fielding, and pitching work 
outside of practice time almost 
year round. With only two games 
to this point statistic wise, I cannot 
speak to improvement from last 
year, but just watching her practice, 
you can see that she is stronger and 

has more power at the plate, along 
with more control on the mound. 
Jaden is always improving in every 
area.”

Berthume has had an impressive 
softball career at Coleman

“Jaden has been a part of three 
conference championships, three 
district championships, three 
regional championships and back-
to-back final four appearances,” 
Klopf said. “So there have been 
many memorable moments over 
her career. I remember a huge 
diving catch she made in the state 
tournament as a freshman. Her 
sister Laken was pitching that day, 
and the freshman stole the show 
with her catch to help us maintain 
our lead and eventually win.

“Her foul ball catch last year in 
the semi-final against Rogers City 
was a memorable moment. Reach-
ing into the dugout and making the 
catch, keeping her balance on the 
top step to secure the out. That one 
sticks in my mind as a memorable 

moment.
“We expect Jaden to be our 

leader, to continue the success she 
has had the past three seasons, 
and to build on those successes 
to take us the next step. Jaden is a 
tremendous off-season worker. She 
had goals this basketball season to 
reach the 1,000-point mark and 
she did that, so some extra shoot-
ing might have taken the place of 
off-season hitting and pitching. 
However, she is always doing 
something extra.”

Klopf points out Berthume has 
been a four-year varsity athlete in 
volleyball, basketball, and softball. 
She has been first-team all-con-
ference in all three sports and has 
been first team All-State in basket-
ball and softball.

The basketball season was a 
memorable one.

The Comet senior made history 
in late February by becoming the 
first player, male or female, in 
Coleman to reach 1,000 career 

points.
She scored 25 points to reach 

1,000 in her career in a 49-40 
league win over Breckenridge.

She’s a three-sport athlete, and 
led the Comets to the 2018 MH-
SAA Division 4 softball state cham-
pionship game. She has signed to 
play softball at Northwood.

Berthume’s coach is Nick 
Katzinger. She played varsity four 
basketball seasons. fter her first 
nine games, she was averaging 19.6 
points.

 “It’s been her willingness to go 
the extra step, and she’s always 
staying after practice to work on 
her shot and her game,” Katzinger 
said. “She’s improved tremendously 
from last year, and she’s not afraid 
to take the ball to the rim and get 
fouled and knock down her free 
throws.”

For the season in 21 games, 
Berthume wound up with 20.4 
points per game and was 41 per-

cent from the floor and 42 percent 
in field goal percentage. She was 78 
percent in free throw shooting and 
averaged 4.7 rebounds, 3.0 assists 
and 4.5 steals per game. 

Katzinger said Berthume 
improved in her shooting and ball 
handling. “Watching her from her 
freshman year to her senior year 
grow has been memorable,” he 
said. “She’s a nonstop worker in 
the offseason, whether it’s softball, 
basketball, or volleyball.”

Beal City Softball Team 
Counting On Veterans To 
Lead The Way This Season

Versatile Coleman Athlete Now Focuses On Softball

Led by a pair of returning all-state players, the 
Beal City softball team has some lofty goals this season.
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Greg Chrapek 
Sports Scene 

After reaching the state quar-
terfinals last season, the Central 
Montcalm softball team is working 
for even more success this spring.

A solid core of players return 
to lead the Hornets this season. 

Junior first baseman Mia Morgan 
is off to a hot start hitting .538 
through the early portion of the 
season. Sophomore pitcher Izzy 
Doyle has displayed plenty of skill 
in the circle during the early games 
of the season. Doyle won 11 games 
for the Hornets last season. Senior 
Bree Harris returns behind the 
plate. Harris provides the young 

pitching staff with strong defense 
behind the plate.

“I feel our strong points will 
be hitting and baserunning,” said 
Central Montcalm coach Bruce 
Nicholson. “Our team is still 
young. We have three seniors, four 
juniors, five sophomores and a 
freshman.”   

A young and talented team, 
the Hornets are testing them-
selves going up against some of 
the best softball teams 
in the state. Central 
Montcalm played in 
the rugged Portland 
tournament to begin 
the season and have 
road games at DeWitt 
and Swan Valley along 
with playing in the 
Michigan’s Best Blue 
Chip tournament.

“We will have to 
remain strong mentally and stay 

fundamentally sound,” Nicholson 
said. “Our goals have not changed. 
Our first goal is to win the confer-

ence. Our other goal 
is to go a step farther 
than 2018. We have 
a lot of games to play 
now through the end of 
May as we have already 
been cancelled three 
times and the games are 
being rescheduled re-
sulting in a lot of games 
each week the rest of 
the season.”

Greg Chrapek 
Sports Scene 

Coming off winning a district title last 
June, the St. Louis softball team is hungry for 
even more success this season.

Led by its six seniors, the Sharks boast 
a potent offense this year along with solid 
pitching.

A trio of returning all-district seniors 
lead the way for the Sharks. Inside the circle, 
senior Alexis Beeson provides the team 

with outstanding pitching. Beeson will be 
continuing her athletic and academic career 
at Cleary College next season. Aynslee Koutz 
(c/ss/p), who is headed to Alma College, is off 
to a big start this season as she is hitting .636. 
Centerfielder Olivia Anderson is a standout 
defender who is hitting over .500 this season.

At third base, sophomore Skylar Rodriguez 
is a talented hitter with an average over .500 
this season. Junior second baseman Shelby 
Dosson is showing plenty of improvement 
at the plate and it hitting .556 this spring. 

Senior shortstop Brooklyn Filipiak and senior 
leftfielder Hailey Derosia have also come out 
of the gate swinging potent bats this season.

“We’re looking pretty strong,” said St. Louis 
coach Robin Hanline. “Our league is strong 
overall. Pinconning is the favorite but any-
body can win it. We are as good as anyone in 
our league but we have to play well.”

St. Louis played its best softball down the 
stretch last season and won a district title. 
This season the Sharks are determined to 
build on that success.

“We have a great group of kids,” Hanline 
said. “They work hard every day. After win-
ning the district last year they are hungry for 
more. The seniors want to go out with some 
hardware this year. It’s their senior year and 
time to shine.”       

Greg Chrapek 
Sports Scene 

After reaching the final four in 
Division 4 the last two seasons and 
falling just short of a state title last 
June, the Coleman softball team is on 
a mission to bring home the trophy 
this season.

Ranked No. 1 in the state in 
Division 4, Coleman is poised for 
a big season. While all-staters Au-
tumn Tubbs and Faith Barden have 
graduated, the Comets return plenty 

of experience. The senior class is 
anchored by Jaden Berthume (p/3b), 
Makailyn Monson (cf), Kenzie Miller 
(2b) and Annabelle Bovee (ss/p). 
Coleman also returns the talented 
junior trio of Abigail Tubbs (3b/of), 
Brianna Townsend (1b/c) and Kylie 
Herkel (c/1b). Berthum, Monson and 
Miller are entering their fourth sea-
sons as varsity starters while Bovee is 
entering her third season as a starter 
while the three juniors are playing in 
their third varsity seasons.  

“We have a lot to replace on the 

mound and in the batting order with 
the graduation of Faith and Autumn,” 
said Coleman coach Chad Klopf, 
“but I think we have the lineup to be 
able to cover that lost production at 
the plate. With Jaden on the mound 
we have confidence in a proven 
pitcher to pick up where we left off 
last year.”

The Comets, who have won four 
straight conference, district and 
regional titles, also have some prom-
ising newcomers to add to the lineup. 
Juniors Zoe Merrilat (of/inf), Makay-

la Rogers (utl) and Madison Gross 
(utl) and freshman Katelyn Pnacek 
(c/of/inf) will all make an impact.

“We expect Katelyn to make an 
impact as a freshman,” Klopf said. 
“She has a lot of power at the plate, 
can run the bases well and can play 
almost anywhere we need to put her 
on the field. We are also excited to 
have Zoe back from a knee injury 
that kept her from being able to play 
last year.”  

With the talent the Comets have 
on hand, the goals remain high.

“The team goals are pretty much 
the same as the past few years,” Klopf 
said. “Get back to where we were last 
year and take one more step.”

Greg Chrapek 
Sports Scene 

With an outstanding core of se-
niors, a talented junior class and a 
trio of promising sophomores, the 
Alma softball team has the ingredi-
ents for success not only this spring 
but for the next few seasons.

Strong pitching and a collection 
of outstanding hitters highlight this 
year’s squad. In the circle, seniors 
Hailey Leister and lefthander 
Danielle Shaw give the Panthers 
a strong one-two pitching punch. 

Alma also welcomes back senior 
catcher Erin Bieloga giving the 
team strength up the middle. Se-
nior Sarah Gadde returns to head 
up the outfield defense. Leister will 
play first base while Shaw plays 
first when not pitching. Together, 
all four seniors are also threats in 
the batter’s box.

Alma’s junior double play 
combination of shortstop Trinity 
Sherwood and second baseman 
Taylor Cleveland provide solid 
defense up the middle and timely 

contributions at the plate.
Junior sisters Autumn, Josey 

and Kaylee Campbell provide the 
team with outstanding versatility. 
Although hard to tell apart, the 
triplets can play almost any posi-
tion on the diamond.

Junior Aliyah Castillo and soph-
omore Delanie Mott will see action 
in the outfield. Sophomore Alyssa 
Leister is a very athletic player that 
will play center field while fellow 
sophomore Alyssa Beechler is one 
of the top hitters on the team.

“The strong 
points of our 
team are the 
one-two punch 
in the pitcher’s 
circle and our 
batting,” said 
Alma coach 
Troy Anderson, 
who is assisted 
by Jeff Bigelow. 
“We have some 
very talented 
players. Every 
one of them can 
hit the ball.”

The team 
depth is needed as the Panthers 
play in a loaded conference.

“We play in one of the toughest 

conferences in the state of Michi-
gan,” Anderson said. “Every team 
in the conference is capable of 
being a district champion.” 

Greg Chrapek 
Sports Scene 

Thanks to the return of all nine start-
ers, the Ithaca softball team is primed 
for a strong season.

Ithaca’s experience is already paying 
dividends this season as the Yellowjack-
ets opened the year winning seven of 
their first nine games.

In the circle, Ithaca returns a pair 
of pitchers in junior righthander Sam 
Vermeesch and sophomore lefthander 

Lydia Davenport. Behind the plate, 
sophomore catcher Mady Snyder 
returns to provide solid defense and 
timely hitting.

The Ithaca infield is anchored by 
seniors Emily Sorsen at first base and 
Bailey Miniard at third base. A pair of 
sophomores cover the middle infield 
with Lottie Carman at second base and 
Natalie Nowakowski at shortstop.

In the outfield, junior Mackelle 
Thompson is a talented defender in 
center field and one of the offensive 

catalysts. Junior Emma Belles returns in 
leftfield.

“The girls are all very coachable and 
work hard,” said Ithaca coach Dar Peska. 
“You can’t ask for much more than that.”

Ithaca’s experience will be put to the 
test in what will be a wide-open confer-
ence race.

“Our conference in softball is pretty 
darn good,” Peska said. “Pinconning, 
Hemlock, St. Louis and St. Charles all 
have five or more starters back. They all 
have their pitchers back as well.”   

Greg Chrapek 
Sports Scene 

While standout catcher Hannah 
Carson has moved on to the Uni-
versity of Michigan softball team, 
the talent pool remains deep for 
the Mt. Pleasant softball team.

Several talented starters return 
this season for a Mt. Pleasant team 
that compiled a 17-19 record last 

season. While Carson, who hit .580 
last season and pitcher Brianna 
Lybeer who won 15 games last 
spring will be missed, the Oilers 
have a deep and experienced squad 
returning.

Offense will be a strong point 
for the Oilers this season. Junior 
Katie Sexton returns after hitting 
.473 last season while senior third 
baseman Lindsay Watters hit .409 

a year ago. Sexton, who played 
shortstop last season, steps into the 
vacant catcher position this year. 
Senior outfielder Addison Goecker 
returns after hitting .363 last year.

In the circle, junior Madison 
Morrow will be an ace of the 
pitching staff. A first baseman last 
year, Morrow also hit .360. Up the 
middle, senior Kylie Birgy is back 
at second base after hitting .354 

last year. Senior Alexis Epple, who 
played in the outfield last season, 
moves in at shortstop 
this year.

“We hope to be 
a contender in the 
league,” said Mt. Pleas-
ant coach Ted McIntyre. 
“Our experience should 
help defensively and 
offensively. Pitching is 
our biggest unknown 
this season.”

In the conference, 
McIntyre expects a 
number of teams to battle it out for 

the league title.
“Bay City Western 

has almost everyone 
back from last year’s 
league champs,” McIn-
tyre said. “Bay City 
Central has a very se-
nior-laden group with 
many four-year players. 
Bay City John Glenn 
had a young team last 
year and did well and 
Midland is also going 
to be a contender this 
year.”

Young Central Montcalm Softball Team 
Building On Last Year’s Success

St. Louis Softball Team Hungry For 
More Success This Season

Veteran Coleman Softball Team 
Looking To Take Final Step This Season

Strong Pitching, Deep Group Of Hitters 
Have Alma Softball Poised For Success

Ithaca Softball Team Counting On 
Experience To Pay Off This Season

Mt. Pleasant Softball Team Among The Top 
Contenders In The Saginaw Valley League

Sophomore pitcher Lydia Davenport is one of nine starters 
returning for the Ithaca softball team this season.

With the return of a strong group of seniors 
the St. Louis softball team is looking to build 
on last year’s district championship.

The Coleman softball 
team has its sights 

set on a third straight 
appearance in the Division 

4 final four this June.
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Greg Chrapek 
Sports Scene 

The Lowell softball team has 
some big goals this season. With 
veteran second baseman Maddi 
Jordan providing an impact in 
the middle of the batting order, 
the Red Arrows are in position 
to reach their goals.

 A four-year varsity starter 
and team captain, Jordan is a 
catalyst for a Lowell team that 
reeled off six straight wins to 
start the season.

At the plate, Jordan is hitting 
.526 and leads the team in 
RBI and hits. Jordan, who will 
continue her softball career at 
Central Michigan University 
next season, has been an impact 
player for Lowell since her 
freshman season when she was 
named the team MVP. Jordan 
holds the Lowell career record 
for RBIs and holds state record 
for most triples in a game, most 
triples in a season, most RBIs 
in an inning and most RBIs in 
a game.

“Maddi is the type of player 
you wish you could clone 
eight times over,” said Lowell 
coach Melissa Trainor. Her 
natural softball athleticism is 
incredible, yet its her heart and 
kind demeanor and leadership 
skill sets, that are even more 
commendable. 2019 is our year 
to climb to the top with Maddi 
leading the surge.”

An honor roll student, Jordan 
plays travel softball for the Fi-
nesse team located in Detroit.

Jordan is one of six seniors 
that return for Lowell this year. 
Those seniors are back from a 
team that lost a one-run game 
to eventual Division 1 state 
champion Caledonia in the 
regional finals last season.

“The girls are ready and com-
mitted to making a significant 
run this year,” Trainor said. 
“They are fueled by the one-run 
loss to Caledonia in the regional 
last year.”

Greg Chrapek 
Sports Scene 
CARSON CITY-CRYSTAL 
OFF TO STRONG START
The Carson City-Crystal softball 
team began the season in a big way 
winning four of its first five games.
While the temperatures have been 
cold the Eagle bats have been 
hot as Carson City averaged 11.6 
runs per game in the five games. 
Senior Nicole Tyler totaled 13 RBI 
and a home run in the opening 
five games while junior Jenna 
Loomis added nine RBI and a 
home run. Tyler picked up a pair 
of wins while Loomis added a win 
as pitchers for the Eagles. Senior 
Alyssa McMillan, who has signed a 
letter of intent with Mid-Michigan 
College, picked up a win and a save 
as a pitcher. 
HASLETT SOFTBALL TURNS 
IN STRONG EFFORTS
The Haslett softball team is shaping 
up as a major contender in the 
CAAC Red this season. Led by re-
turning all-state outfielder Brenna 
Bailey, opened the season with five 
wins in its first seven games. Bailey, 
a talented defensive outfielder, 
is also one of the team’s leading 

hitters. Sophomore infielder Liv 
Goeman and sophomore Caitlyn 
Traviglia (c/ss) are a pair of re-
turning all-conference players that 
also return. The Vikings offense is 
also receiving strong performances 
from Jadyn Eveland and Meriah 
Wilder. Haslett is receiving strong 
pitching efforts from Alyse Green 
and freshman Kira McManus who 
is making an impact in her first 
season of high school softball.       
OWOSSO HITTERS 
PUTTING UP BIG NUMBERS
Strong work at the plate is paying 
off for the Owosso softball team. 
Winners of three of their first four 
games, Owosso is led by a potent 
offense that features the power hit-
ting of Brooke Hemker and Reyn 
Tuttle. Allie Langdon and Addison 
Kregger have been driving in runs 
at a steady pace while Nevaeh 
Ginger is also putting up solid 
numbers. In the circle, Grace Mill-
er and Macy Irelan are providing 
the Trojans with solid pitching. 
RETURNING VETERANS 
LEADING NEW LOTHROP
With six returning starters, the 
New Lothrop softball team is 
poised for a strong season.
The Hornets are built around se-

niors Joely Angst (inf/of), Brooke 
Birchmeier (of/c), Charleigh Birch-
meier (1b), Paige Bishop (1b/p), 
Giulianna Gasparotto (of), Emma 
Muron (of), Veronica Moody 
(2b) and Alyssa Schnell (2b/3b). 
Juniors Brianna Kline (of), Julia 
Martin (ss) and Ciara Wendling 
(inf/c) along with freshmen Jersey 
Hemgesberg (p/3b) and Isabel 
Henige (c/inf) round out a deep 
team. 
“With six returning starters, we 
have a very experienced team,” said 
New Lothrop coach Tom Birch-
meier. “I’m hoping that we can 
compete for a league title as well 
as make a run in the state tourna-
ment.”
Many of the Hornets picked up 
addition experience playing travel 
softball during the offseason.
“Quite a few of our girls play travel 
ball during the summer where they 
get numerous games and lots of 
experience,” Birchmeier said. “We 
have a four-year varsity player as 
well as three girls in their third 
year on the varsity. The newcomers 
to the team are very talented and 
are filling the vacancies left by 
our graduates from last year quite 
nicely. Our goal is to play to the 
best of our ability on a daily basis 

and to keep getting better every 
day. If we do this, I think we can be 
right near the top of the standing 
competing for a league title.”   
GREENVILLE LOOKING 
FOR IMPROVEMENT
With a promising core of young 
players, the Greenville softball 
team is primed for improvement 
this season.
Freshmen Marissa Taylor and Gab-
by Looney are a pair of young play-
ers that are stepping up this season. 
Seniors Kyleigh Bish, a pitcher, and 
Morgan Gotwalt, a first baseman, 
return to provide the Yellowjack-
ets with strong leadership. Junior 
Katelyn Edwards plays the game 
with a lot of passion and is the type 
of player who doesn’t mind getting 
her uniform dirty.   

“My big expectation is to grow as a 
team,” said Greenville coach Kris-
ten Ritter. “I think this year will be 
a year of learning, especially with 
this young of a team. Learning the 
speed of the game, how to react to 
different game situations and what 
it means to be a high school varsity 
softball player.”
“We will have to remain strong 
mentally and stay fundamentally 
sound,” Nicholson said. “Our goals 
have not changed. Our first goal is 
to win the conference. Our other 
goal is to go a step farther than 
2018. We have a lot of games to 
play now through the end of May 
as we have already been cancelled 
three times and the games are 
being rescheduled resulting in a lot 
of games each week the rest of the 
season.”

Greg Chrapek 
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With plenty of depth and a strong work 
ethic, the Holt baseball team is emerg-
ing as one of the top Division 1 teams in 
Mid-Michigan.

Winners of six of its first nine games and 
ranked among the state’s honorable-men-
tion in Division 1, Holt is a deep team with 
plenty of upside.

“The kids work very hard,” said Holt 
coach Keith Allen. “I believe we are pretty 
deep at many positions. Some positions, I 
could plug three or four kids in a spot and 
not have a drop off in performance.”

Team captains Logan VanEnkevort, Max 
Darling and Devin Torrez lead the way for 
the Rams this season both with their play 
in the field and the leadership they bring to 
the squad.

“The team has been progressing well,” 

Allen said. “We started 6-3 which is about 
where I thought we might be at this stage 
of the season because we are so young.”

The Rams have a unique look to them 
this we with two sets of brothers on the 
squad. Junior Logan VanEnkevort and 
freshman Ayden VanEnkevort and senior 
Ethan Heikkinen and sophomore Cole 
Heikkenen give the squad a family feel to 
it.

With the talent and depth they possess, 
the Rams have their sights set on a success-
ful season.

“Our goals like every year are to win the 
conference and district,” Allen said. “If we 
do those two things then we have opportu-
nities to add to our accomplishments.”

Greg Chrapek 
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With plenty of potent bats 
returning from a team that turned 
in a 24-12 record last spring, the 
Midland Dow baseball team is sure 
to provide plenty of excitement 
this season.

Dow returns all but four players 
from a squad that recorded wins 
against the likes of Saginaw Her-
itage, Mt. Pleasant, Midland and 
Swan Valley last season.

Junior Avain Rivera (of/p) re-

turns to head up the offense. Dow’s 
cleanup hitter last year, Rivera hit 
.500 with three home runs and 
48 RBI. Like Rivera, fellow junior 
Shane Juday (ss) is entering his 
third year as a varsity starter. The 
team’s leadoff hitter last season, 
Juday set the table with a .504 on-
base percentage and led the team 
with 43 runs scored along with 10 
stolen bases. Juday was also voted 
the team’s top defensive player.

Dow also returns a number of 
talented seniors. Jacob Stone re-
turns to be the ace of the pitching 
staff after going 4-2 last year with 

26 strikeouts in 28 innings pitched. 
Stone has worked to improve his 
off-speed pitches to complement 
his high 80’s fastball. Stone will 
split time at first base with senior 
Lane Peters who will also be an ace 
of the pitching staff. Peters went 
4-3 last year and led the team with 
30 strikeouts in 30 innings pitched.

Seniors Michael Erickson and 
Dexter Guentensberger return to 
share time at catcher. Both three-
year starters, Erickson will see time 
at third base and Guentensberger 
will also DH and pitch. Guentens-
berger whiht .362 with 15 RBI 

last year while Erickson hit .287 
with 23 RBI and threw out 42% of 
opposing baserunners.

“We should be strong offen-
sively,” said Dow 
coach Rich Juday. 
“We have the 
entire middle of 
the batting order 
returning from 
last year which in-
cludes our top two 
hitters in Rivera 
and Shane Juday. 
Guentensberger 
and Erickson are 
also expected to 
add some pop to the lineup. The 
top of the order is being replaced 
with speedy players that will set the 
table for the middle of the order.”

Playing in the new Saginaw 

Valley League North division, Dow 
has the talent to make a run at the 
division title.

“We expect to continue to 
improve in all 
facets of the 
game this season 
which should 
also improve our 
record and give us 
an opportunity to 
compete for the 
division champi-
onship and make 
a deep run in the 
state tournament,” 
Juday said. “We 

have several players that are in 
their third season of varsity play 
and we are still quite young. These 
players now expect to win and have 
the experience to handle adversity.” 

Greg Chrapek 
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With a large group of players 
returning from a team that went 
29-5 last season, the Fowler softball 
team is set up for more success this 
season.

Fowler opened this season 
building on last year’s success. The 

Eagles won seven of their first eight 
games to open the new season 
including a first-place finish at the 
Williamston tournament where 
they picked up wins against Lan-
sing Everett and Ovid-Elsie.

We have a good core of return-
ing players from last season,” said 
Fowler coach Craig Koenigsknecht, 
“but we did lose two all-state play-

ers who were seniors last year.”
Fowler does return catcher 

Maddie Veale who earned hon-
orable-mention, all-state honors 
last year. The Eagles also return 
all-conference players Trishia 
Feldpausch, Abby Wohlfert and 
Claudia Feldpausch. 

“Our goals for the season are to 

compete for a league title, continue 
to improve each week into the 
tournament and hopefully have a 
good run there as well,” Koenig-
sknecht said. “We need some of 
our younger players to step up and 
contribute in a substantial fashion 
and hope the senior leadership will 
propel us to where we are looking 
to get in the season.”

Maddi Jordan Leads The Way For A Lowell 
Softball Team With Big Goals This Season

Area Softball Teams Hitting The 
Diamond In Search Of Winning Seasons

Holt Baseball Team To Battle It Out For 
Conference, Post-Season Accolades

Returning Bats Have Midland Dow 
Baseball Team Primed For Big Season

Veteran Fowler Softball Team 
Starting The New Season Strong

Lowell senior Maddi Jordan is the 
career RBI leader for the Red Arrows.

Holt captains (left to right) Logan VanEnkevort, Max Darling and Devin 
Torrez provide the Rams with solid leadership and steady play.

The Carson City-Crystal softball 
team is off to a winning start this season.
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SWAN VALLEY NO 
SURPRISE THIS SEASON
While they may have been over-
looked entering last season, the 
entire state knows who the Swan 
Valley baseball team is this season.
With a talented, young team last 
spring, Swan Valley made a run 
all the way to the Division 2 state 
championship game. This year, 
with the bulk of the squad back, 
the Vikings enter the season 
ranked No. 1 in the state.
Swan Valley features a lineup 
stocked with big-time talent. On 
the mound, the Vikings return one 
of the top pitchers in the state in 
Avery Goldensoph. An all-state 
pitcher as a freshman, Goldensoph 
has already committed to the Uni-
versity of Michigan. Goldensoph 
began this season with a no-hitter 
against Chesaning.
Swan Valley returns plenty of out-
standing arms. Junior Brian Ross 
is a 6-foot-8 hard thrower who has 

committed to Michigan State while 
Conner Sika turned in a sparkling 
0.54 ERA last year.
At the plate, Swan Valley returns 
all-state infielder Mitchell Jebb. 
A Michigan State recruit, Jebb hit 
.438 last year with 23 stolen bases. 
Junior infielder Victor Mancini 
totaled 46 RBI last season while 
junior catcher Easton Goldensoph 
returns after driving in 26 runs last 
year.
Swan Valley opened the season 
with wins in its first six games 
including a doubleheader sweep of 
Mt. Pleasant. Matt Pike collected 
five hits and Trent Alworden added 
four hits in the twinbill. 
GRAND LEDGE 
FLEXING MUSCLES
One of the premier baseball pro-
grams in the state, Grand Ledge 
entered the new season ranked 
fifth in the state in Division 1.
This year’s Comet squad features 
talent on the mound and at the 
plate. Senior pitchers Ethan Irish, 
Justin Meister and Payton Wieber 

and junior hurlers RJ 
Bohnet, Logan Hylek 
and Nathan Lehman 
give the team quality 
depth on the mound.
At the plate, Grand 
Ledge has a number of 
talented hitters. Seniors 
Braedon Stoakes and 
Aaron West, juniors 
Devin Gardella and 
Hylek and sophomores 
Kaden Nowak and Noah 
Warren are among the 
impact players that pow-
er the offense. 
NEW LOTHROP 
AMONG BEST IN STATE 
IN D3
The New Lothrop baseball team is 
off to a blazing start. The Hornets, 
ranked second in the state in Divi-
sion 3, opened the season with five 
straight wins.
Potent bats and speed on the bases 
make New Lothrop a dangerous 
team on offense. Through the first 
five games of the season the Hor-
nets have stolen 30 bases. Senior 
Kollin Lienau is leading the charge. 
Lienau is six-for-six stealing bases 
to go along with a .538 batting 
average and seven RBI. Sophomore 
Cam Orr collected 10 RBI in the 
first five games and is hitting an 
even .500. Sophomore Julius Garza 
is hitting .500 while freshman 
Brady Birchmeier is hitting .429 

with one home run and seven RBI 
in the first five games. 
PEWAMO-WESTPHALIA 
AIMING TO REPEAT 
After earning a share of the Central 
Michigan Athletic Conference 
championship last spring, the Pe-
wamo-Westphalia baseball team is 
primed for another banner season.
To repeat, the Pirates need to 
replace pitchers Garrett Trierweiler 
and Dylan Schmitz who combined 
for 13 victories last season for a 
team that finished with a 21-6 
overall record. Senior Brendan 
Thelen and junior Ethan Smith 
are being counted on to anchor 
the pitching staff. Behind the 
plate, P-W returns veteran catcher 
Anthony Pohl.
“We hope to compete for anoth-

er league title by strengthening 
and emphasizing defense,” said 
Pewamo-Westphalia coach Mark 
Rademacher. “We hope our strong 
point will be defense. We are train-
ing our pitchers to throw strikes 
and our fielders to make plays.”
ITHACA PITCHERS 
COMBINE FOR NO-HITTER
Pitching is developing into a strong 
point for the Ithaca baseball team. 
The Yellowjackets displayed their 
pitching prowess in a combined 
no-hitter against Edmore-Monta-
bella. Derek Draher started off the 
no-hitter with three strong innings 
before Haden Carman came on 
in relief. Cameron Smith came on 
to record the last nine outs and 
record the save. Smith was also an 
offensive catalyst with two hits.  

Greg Chrapek 
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With a talented group of veterans lead-
ing the way, the Laingsburg baseball team 
is building on last season’s success.

Six starters return from last year’s team 
that competed for a league title and won a 
district championship.

Junior Austin Randall, a returning first-
team, all-conference player, heads up the 
returning players. A versatile player who 

can play catcher, middle infield and pitch, 
Randall is off to a fast start this season 
with a .571 batting average along with one 
home run and five RBI. Seniors Andrew 
Atkinson (1b/p) and Josh Elliott (ss) are 
a pair of returning honorable-mention, 
all-conference players. Atkinson is hitting 
.583 this spring while Elliott is hitting .429 
with a home run and six RBI.

“We have strong senior leadership 
this year,” said Laingsburg coach Todd 
Randall. “So far we are progressing as 
expected this season.”

Senior Holden Patterson is a workhorse 
for the pitching staff while senior Chase 
Rodriguez is hitting .412 with four RBI. 
Junior Sammy Marshall is off to a strong 
start hitting .500 this year.

“We don’t have a true number-one 
pitcher this year like we’ve had in past 
years,” Randall said. “We do have several 
guys I can put on the mound at any time. 
We are really aggressive at the plate this 
year and have a strong defense. Overall, 
we are a very well-rounded squad.” 

Area Baseball Teams Are 
Primed For Big Seasons 
This Spring

Veteran Group Has Laingsburg Baseball 
Team On The Course To A Strong Season
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Ithaca boys track coach Jason Marcy is 
expecting another huge year from senior 
thrower Alex VanDeWeghe in his fourth 
season of track.

“Alex has had a very good start to the 
season,” Marcy said. “He has worked 
very hard through the indoor season and 
should do very well this season.”

He’s had a top throw of 55 feet, 7 inch-
es, in the shot put and 155 in the discus.

“Alex is one of the hardest working 
athletes I have ever seen,” Marcy said. 
“He trains pretty much year around. We 
will have to wait and see, but I do feel 
that there will be some big numbers for 
him this year.  Alex is constantly trying 
to get better. He is working on his tech-

nique any way he can. Our throws coach 
(Coach Fountain) does an outstanding 
job. 

“Alex has qualified for the National 
meets both indoor and outdoor the 
past two years. Watching him compete 
there and at that level was probably one 
of the proudest moments as a coach. 
I’m expecting leadership, drive and big 
numbers. I have no doubt that Alex will 
do well this season. He works all year 
round to get better. In the gym, on the 
throwing circle, he is always working to 
get better.” 

As he goes through his senior season, 
VanDeWeghe hit his personal record of 
155 on April 10 against Shepherd in the 
discus. 

 He was third in the state meet last 
year in the shot put and 35th in the New 
Balance National Outdoor meet. He was 
ninth at the state meet in the discus.

“Alex has been a contributing factor 
for this team ever since he was a fresh-
man. As a friend and mentor to others 
and a leader/captain for me he will be 
sorely missed (next year),” Marcy said.

Baylee Chaffin is VanDeWeghe’s 
throwing teammate. He won the regional 
in the shot put with a personal record of 
57-5 and was fifth at the state meet. He 
was fifth in the discus in the state meet 
and has personal record of 159-5.

“Baylee Chaffin has been a stable 
source for points over the last four 
years,” Marcy said. “He works hard 
and is never satisfied with being okay 
at the throws.  He has qualified for the 
Outdoor Nationals the last two years and 
has done very well there.  I look to him 
for leadership with the younger athletes 
that are still trying to find their niche in 
the sport. 

“Ransom Allen is probably one of 
the biggest success stories this pro-
gram. Ransom has worked year round 
for the last few years and the times he is 
putting done show it. He is an All-Amer-
ican runner at the indoor nationals 
having run in the 5k. This year he has 
already shown that he is on a mission to 
do the best he can. He makes even the 
hardest practices look effortless.”  

On Derek Pendell, “has been put in 
many different races over the last few 
years and has shown a solid effort in 
all. He has done very well in the hurdle 
races and has hopes of moving on to the 
state meet,” Darcy said. “He works hard 
in practices and never likes mediocre 
results. His indoor season this year 
definitely helped him with lowering his 
times and wants to prove it going into 
the outdoor season.”

Ithaca Thrower, Teammates, Set For Another Big Year

Alex VanDeWeghe Ransom Allen

Derek Pendell

Baylee Chaffin
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Dan Smith returns for Carson City 
Crystal’s track team as the Division 4 
champion in the shot put and his coach 
Grant Woodman, expects similar success 
this year.

Smith’s throw of 52 feet, 9 inches got 
him the state title last season.

His personal best was 52-11 in the 
MSAC championship meet. His personal 
record was in the 2017 outdoor season 
with a throw of 123-8.

“The year before, he made all-state,” 
Woodman said. “He was the only under-
classmen in the top five. We’ve had an 
idea he was going to be in a position to 
do that. Things worked out fairly well for 
him. He’ll have very similar competition 

this year.
“He’s a hard worker. He puts the time 

in the ring. He’s a three-sport athlete with 
wrestling, basketball and track. He’s no 
stranger to doing work. He was all-state 
in football and came in fifth in individual 
state meet in wrestling. He’s put in a lot of 
work and it’s paid off for him.”

Woodman acknowledged the discus is 
the weaker of Smith’s two events.

“He focuses a lot on the shot,” Wood-
man said. “The discus kind of takes a back 
seat from time to time. He’s still top three 
in the league for discus. Since I’ve coached 
him, he’s gotten better every year.”

Smith played a key role in CC-Crystal’s 
team state wrestling contention.

For the boys, “Ashton Kieffer, Cav-
enaugh Barker, Zane Forist, Coleman 
Clark and Calvin Clark will all help with 

our team’s success,” Woodman said. “Boys 
should contend for the MSAC title and 
qualify several individuals to the state 
meet.”

The Eagle girls will have the challenge 
of replacing Haleigh Hubbell, a three-
time state qualifier in the discus. But they 
have six returning starters, including two 
seniors.

“Alexis Moreland, Paige Ewalt, Molly 
Dailey, Emily Delong, Kiera White are all 
girls who will contribute in the distances 
and sprints,” Woodman said. “Allyson 
Stevens, Sarah McCrackin and Christina 
Schafer are multiple state qualifiers). Han-
nah Taeter and Paige Wadle give us depth 
in the field events.

“The girls should contend for the MSAC 
title and qualify several individuals to the 
state meet. We have more girls out than we 
have had since I started coaching track at 
CC-C.  We have numbers, which is good, 
but we also have many freshman and a 
few upperclassmen who have never done 
varsity track before. It will be a learning 
experience for us as a team.”

CC-Crystal Shotputter 
Eyes Another State Title

State champion Dan Smith.
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Alma’s boys track team is picking up 
were it left off at from last season.

The Panthers started this season win-
ning the St. Louis Relays and the Roscom-
mon Invitational.

The boys finished second in the TVC in 
2018 after having a huge day at the league 
meet. Case Martin placed eighth in the 
state in the high jump. Justin Fachting 
qualified for state finals in the 3,200. Jacob 
Torrez qualified for state finals in the long 
jump. Greg Simmons was a state qualifier 
in the shot put and league champion in 
the shot put and discus.

Key returning athletes include Justin 

Fachting, senior, distance runner; Case 
Martin, junior, high jump; Jacob Torrez, 
sophomore, long jump and sprints; Carlos 
Espinoza, junior, 800 meters and Brec 
Alward, senior, sprints.

“We expect the athletes to work hard 
and expect to see improvement through-
out the season,” coach Steve Humm said. 
“We expect to compete for a TVC title. We 
expect to compete for a top five finish at 
regionals.”

Experience and talent in the sprints and 
field events are strengths for the Panthers.

“We will focus on doing what is best for 
the team,” Humm said. “We might have 
to put personal goals aside and do what 
is best overall for the team and learn to 

compete every day in practice.”
Alma is determined to be a contender 

in the TVC.
“Freeland is the defending league cham-

pions,” Humm said. “We have to measure 
ourselves against them. I hope to see our 
team compete for a TVC title this spring.  
From top to bottom, every team in the 
TVC Central brings a competitive team 
to a meet. There are no weak teams in our 
conference.

“I’m looking forward to working with 
the team this year. We have great numbers 
with 50 boys on the team and we have 
added some very talented newcomers to 
the team to go along with some strong and 
experienced athletes.”

Alma Track Team Boasts Plenty Of Talent Again

Brec Alward will be among 
Alma’s top point producers.
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It’s usually not easy for any track 
team to win back-to-back state titles.

The Clare Pioneers are going to give 
it a try.

Coach Adam Burhans’ team won 
the Division 3 crown last season over 
Berrien Springs 44-42. It wasn’t easy 
to win it in 2018 and won’t be easy in 
2019.

The Pioneers have three of their 
runners back from the second-place 
4x200 meter relay team with Jake 
Hawley, Colt Smedley, and Brenden 

Sersaw. They were also on the third-
place 4x100 meter relay team.

Smedley and Sersaw were on the 
third-place 4x400 relay team. But 
several top point producers from 2018, 
including discus throw state champ 
Noah Nivison, have graduated.

Early in the season, Clare had an 
impressive team win at the Morley 
Stanwood Invitational

It’s Burhan’s 16th year as coach.
“This season, we’re pretty young,” he 

said. “We can’t really live off last year’s 
success. That’s too much to expect. 
We’re trying to find our own identity 
and work on the little things. Like 

everyone, the struggles we have had 
are pretty much the struggles everyone 
else in that state has had in waking up 
from the winter, and trying to work 
out the kinks and do the right things.

“We kind of rest out laurels from 
our all-state sprinters with Hawley, 
Smedley and Sersaw. We’re balanced in 
most of the field events and have some 
decent hurdlers. I’m pretty happy 
across the board. We’re happy to be 
hosting the team state championship 
again. We’re just taking it a meet at a 
time.”

The Pioneers hope to contend for 
the Jack Pine Conference and regional 
titles.

John Raffel 
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Keshaun Harris, turned the state on fire 
in the hurdles last year.

It doesn’t appear he’s cooled off much 
this year so far.

The Lansing Waverly senior was Divi-
sion I 300 hurdle champ last season with a 
personal record of 37.81 at the state meet. 
He was second in the 110 high hurdles in 
14.06 seconds. He had finished second in 
both events at the regional meet. He was 
first in 11 races and second in two others 

for the low hurdles and first in 13 races 
and second in five others in the 110-meter 
hurdles.

With the weather factor, Harris has only 
had three races in other events so far this 
season. 

“It’s going good,” he said. “I’m coming 
off an injury from basketball season and 
I’m trying to get stronger. It was just a 
sprained ankle.”

Harris’ third event is the 4x200.
“My goal is to be state champion in the 

300 and 110 hurdles,” he said. “My goal is 

to get 13.5 seconds in the 110 hurdles and 
37.1 in the 300 hurdles. I’m looking for our 
relay team to place high at state or win at 
state. We have a lot of people coming back, 
so I think we’ll be very good.

“My strength is my form. My form is 
very good. Strength in the low hurdles is 
getting over the hurdles and getting back 
on the track fast. That’s my strength. My 
best one is the 300 hurdles, that’s where I 
was state champ.”

Waverly has more than 60 athletes on its 
team and Harris is expecting his team to be 
a state power again. Waverly placed at the 
state meet last season.

Harris is a three-sport athlete and also 
plays football.

“I haven’t decided on what college yet 
but I want to play football and do track at 
some university,” Harris said.

Clare Realizes Winning Another 
State Title Won’t Be Easy

Waverly Hurdling State Champion 
Wants To Repeat In 2019

Scott Allen
225 E. Center St., Ithaca

(989) 875-2200
FarmBureauInsurance.com

Auto, Home, Life, Business, Farm and more

Ithaca

Clare senior Jake Hawley holds 
the team’s trophy from winning 
the 2019 Morley Stanwood 
Mohawk Relays on April 13.

Keshaun Harris
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GIRLS SOCCER TEAMS TO WATCH
Division 1
Midland Chemics: A state semifinalist in 2018 with an 18-
1-6 record, the Chemics return nine players and could win 
it all.

Rockford Rams: The Rams district champs last year with 
an 18-2-1 record, but lost 3-2 to Grandville in the regional 
semifinal.

Division 2
DeWitt Panthers: The Panthers made the state semifinals 
last year before ending the season at 19-2-4.

Division 3
Freeland Falcons: Falcons made the title game last season 
and lost 2-1. This could finally be Freeland’s year

Big Rapids Cardinals: Big Rapids dropped a close 1-0 
verdict to Freeland in the 2018 regional title game and 
could make it a different story this year/

Division 4
Lansing Christian Pilgrims: The Pilgrims beat Kalamazoo 
Christian in the 2018 title game and want to repeat.

PLAYERS TO WATCH
Maya Etienne of Midland is the No. 1 goalie, and was 
Dream Team, All-State first team. She will attend the 
University of Southern Indiana.

Ellie Wardell of Midland was a 1st team All-State, power 
forward who will attend Winona State in Minnesota to 
play soccer there. She was a member of the Jaguars and 
Nationals FC.

Ally Orvis, Rockford, is a holding mid, and El Schneider, 
Rockford is one of the Rams’ center backs. Both are seniors 
and form the foundation of the team.

Mackenzie Stroeble, Freeland, is considered a very 
important leader for the team, with a strong physical 
presence on the field, and a great goal scorer. 

Kealeigh Usiak, Lansing Catholic, returns in defense having 
garnered all-state recognition in her first three years.

Abby Lyon, Lansing Catholic, is another senior who will 
play in the center of midfield  and will look to control play 
from there.

BOYS TRACK TEAMS TO WATCH

Division 1

Rockford: The Rams were in fifth place 
at the state meet last season and have 
enough talent to finish higher.

Division 2

Saginaw: The team was sixth with 25 
points last season and with an athlete like 
Tony Martin, it could be a much higher 
finish in 2019.

Division 3

Clare: The Pioneers won it all last season, 
but will face a challenge this year.

Division 4

Breckenridge: The Huskies were third in 
the state last season.

BOYS TRACK 
ATHLETES TO WATCH

Division 1

Keshaun Harris, Lansing Waverly. He’s 
the defending state champion, as a senior, 
in the 300 meter hurdles (38.73).

Division 2

Tony Martin, Saginaw: He’s the defending 
state champ in the long jump and an all-
stater in the sprinters.

Division 3

Ransom Allen, Ithaca: He’s a returning 
all-stater in the 3,200-meter run.

Division 4

Lukas Ebright and Hunter Collins, 
Breckenridge: They’re returning members 
of the state championship 4x100 relay 
team.

GIRLS TRACK TEAMS TO WATCH

Division 1

Rockford: The Rams were second in the 
state last season, only 6.5 points away 
from first.

Division 2

Lansing Catholic: The team was fourth in 
the state last year, 24 points from first.

Division 3

St. Charles: Defending co-state champion 
with Hart.

Division 4

Fowler: Perennial state power and 
defending state champion

GIRLS TRACK 
ATHLETES TO WATCH

Division 1

Erica VanderLende, Rockford: She 
won the state title as a junior in the 
1,600-meter run.

Division 2

Peyton Williams, Bridgeport: She’s the 
defending state champion in the 100 and 
200 sprints.

Division 3

Jenna Odykirk, Farwell: She’s the 
defending 100-meter state champion. 

Division 4

Angela Kotecki, Beal City: She’s the 
defending state champ in the 400-meter 
dash.

Alyssa Vandergriff, Fowler: She’s the 
defending 400-meter and high jump state 
champion.

John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

Breckenridge boys track coach 
Kurt Gulick doesn’t mind having 
a team which is overlooked in 
preseason predictions.

But he’d love another season like 
the one his Huskies pulled together 
last year.

“2018 was a stellar year for 
us,” he said. “We took first in the 
league, second in regionals and 
third at state finals. The 4x100m 
broke the school record with a 
43.9. They won the state title in 
44.0. Caden Foster was second in 
the 100 at state finals and fifth in 
the 200. Brennan Waslusky took 
fifth in the discus. Logan Walz 
took third in shot put.” Brecken-
ridge lost Caden Foster, Logan 

Walz and Caleb Hurt from last 
year’s team.  But excellent athletes 
coming back are Hunter Collins 
(senior, sprints), Mason Sumner 
(freshman, distance) Trent Carter 
(freshman, mid distance) Jace 
Horman (freshman, sprints) Luke 
Saunders (freshman, jumps) Cam 
Valliere (sophomore, sprints) Bren-
nan Waslusky (senior, thrower) 
Lukas Ebright (senior, sprints) 
Colttion Vine (sophomore, dis-
tance) and Grant Willman (junior, 
jumps).

“We’re definitely deep in the 
sprints,” Gullick said. “My expecta-
tions for the team this year is just 
to be the best versions of ourselves 
and get better each meet. If we 
win trophies and awards, that’s 
just a bonus for us. Our strengths 
will literally be the whole team. 
We are going to be one of the best 

well rounded teams in the state 
for Division 4. Definitely we could 
beat up on some bigger schools, 
I think, as well, which is pretty 
awesome.  “Definitely we need to 
work on keeping growing mentally 
and physically as a team. Of course 
high schoolers have their issues 
but once the season gets going full 

swing and the team starts seeing 
the success, I think we will feed off 
of each other’s momentum.”

The Huskies expect to be a factor 
in the MSAC. “The conference 
has some very good teams in it. 
It’ll come down to us, Carson 
City-Crystal, Montabella and Mt 

Pleasant Sacred Heart,” Gullick 
said. “The favorites? That will all 
matter on who wants it more really. 
It comes down to the kids’ attitudes 
at the meets.  “We like being un-
derestimated. Being the dark horse 
is fun because you can really turn 
some heads from teams around the 
state.”

Breckenridge Boys Track 
Team Hopes To Expand On 
2018 Success

The 2019 Breckenridge boys track team.
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Angela Kotecki, Beal City all-
stater, is ready for a memorable 
season for the Aggies’ track and 
field team.

Kotecki had an incredible 
season as a freshman. She won the 
400-meter dash with the personal 
record of 57.53 seconds at the Divi-
sion 4 state meet.

“I was kind of skeptical about it,” 
Kotecki said. “I didn’t think I was 
going to win.”

She’s hoping to get into the 

56-second range this season.
“It will take a lot of hard work 

and strength, especially in the be-
ginning,” Kotecki said. “I had a lot 
of adrenalin at the beginning.”

Last year, she also had a PR in 
the 200 for fourth place in 26.11 
seconds. She did not run the 100 
at the regional meet but had a 
personal record of 12.80 for first 
at the Highland Conference meet. 
She was also anchor of the 4x400 
relay which was second at the state 
meet in 4:14.26.

Her coach is Dave King, who 
indicated Kotecki’s state champion-

ship as a freshman was not a total 
surprise.

“We knew she’d be right there 
at the top,” King said. “There was 
a three-year defending champion 
right there in that event. I didn’t 
know if she could actually win that 
event. In a real close hard fought 
race, she edged the defending 
champion (Chika Amene from 
Southfield Christian). She posted 
about a half-second PR in that 
race. She earned it and worked 
hard all year to get there.

“She’s a one-sport athlete and 
didn’t exactly come into the season 
in the type of shape I would have 

liked to have seen her. But she’s 
working hard and has been coming 
around. I think 
she’ll have a good 
year again.”

As of mid-April, 
the Aggies had not 
had a meet because 
of the weather.

In the 400, 
Kotecki’s strength 
“is basically her 
determination,” 
King said. “She 
races hard and is very competitive. 
She’s a strong, very athletic runner. 
If you watch her run, she has great 

stride. She runs the whole race 
really well. In the state final race, 

she didn’t get the 
same start as the 
defending state 
champion. She 
came on the whole 
race, closed the gap 
and edged her at 
the finish line.

“This year, we’re 
going to try a cou-
ple of other events. 
We could put her 
in any event on the 

track except for the two mile.”

Beal City Sophomore Will Be 
Defending Her 400 State Title
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Alma girls track and field team 
and coach Jamie Puffpaff have an-
other strong girls track team which 
could make noise in and out of the 
league this season.

Last seasons’ team won the 
Shepherd Invite large school 
division and the 4x800 relay team 
was regional champions with a 
new school record. State qualifiers 
were the 4x800 relay team, 4x400 
relay team and Paige Seeley in the 
800 meters.

Key athletes who have graduated 
from last season’s team and coach 
Jamie Puffpaff ’s remembrances on 
their contributions to the program 
include Abby Mellinger and Mor-
gan Johnson.

“They both brought great lead-
ership and talent to our program,” 

Puffpaff said.
Top returnees include Rachelle 

Kowalski, four-year senior, who is 
a sprinter and pole vaulter.

“I am excited to see what Rach-
elle is able to accomplish this sea-
son,” Puffpaff said. “She has put in 
a lot of work this off season, both 
in strength training and pole vault.”

Cornelia Gotaas is a 2-year se-
nior and mid-distance/distance.

“Cornelia brought a lot of talent 
to our mid-distance group last sea-
son. She is a member of both mid 
distance relays,” Puffpaff said.

Paige Seeley is a 3-year junior in 
the mid-distance.

“Paige had a lot of growth last 
season. She qualified for the state 
meet in both mid-distance relays as 
well as the 800,” Puffpaff said. “She 
has a lot talent and backs it up with 
hard work.”

Sophie Patrick a is a four-year 
senior in the throws.

“Sophie has consistently been 
an athlete that we have depended 
on for major points in both the 
shot and disc,” Puffpaff said. “I 
am excited to see what she is able 
to accomplish this season. We 
have a lot of returning athletes 
in our mid-distance group. Our 
sprinters are very young and we 
will be looking to them to step up 
and take on some major roles this 
year. We have set in place a culture 
that builds around hard work and 
determination.

“A major strength of our team 
will come from our mid -distance 
group and throwers. Our sprint 
crew has a lot of potential. They 
are young so we are excited to see 
what they are going to accomplish 
this year.”

John Raffel 
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Chippewa Hills’ girls track team 
has won 16 straight league titles 
and 118 consecutive dual meets.

Veteran coach Sally Schafer 
leads the Warriors for another 
season. They also won the regional 
last year.

The Warriors graduated sev-
eral key athletes from last year, 
including Hannah Todd, who 
placed sixth in the 400 and third 
in the 4x400 relay team at the state 
meet. She is currently running at 
Ferris State. Also gone are Hannah 

Fiegel who was also a part of the 
4x400 team, Payton Ethridge, 
sprinter and long jumper; Gabi 
Purdy, a state qualifier in the high 
jumper and Hannah Fiorillo, a key 
distance runner.

 Key athletes this season: seniors 
Dezi Shaw (middle distance), who 
was part of the all-state 4x400 last 
season, Haley Mercer (sprinter/
hurdler), Harley Flachs (sprinter/
jumper, hurdler) Izzy Gutierrez 
(thrower), Jorja Ray (thrower), 
Madison Grover (distance runner), 
Alicia Robertson (distance run-
ner), juniors Madelynn Webster 
(sprinter), and Natalie Newcombe 

(distance runner), freshman Sarah 
Storey (distance runner) and soph-
omore Emily Fredrick (sprinter).

“Many of the girls worked hard 
over the offseason and are ready 
to get the season started,” Schafer 
said. “I have a strong senior group 
that hopefully will lead the team 
through a successful 2019 season. 
We have a little of everything. 
Distance should be strong. Hur-
dlers will be fun to watch and our 
throwers are veterans. so we’re 
looking for a good season in the 
field events.

“We have some young sprinters 

which is exciting but we will have 
to find the right combination to 
put together in relays.”

In the CSAA Gold, “I think our 
league is going to be very strong 
this year,” Schafer said. “We have 
a very strong distance league and 
the sprints will be impressive. We 
are looking forward to getting the 
season started and seeing what 
some of our freshman can do in 
competition.”

The Warriors won their first four 
duals of the spring season, and it 
appears they’re going to be able to 
extend their winning streaks.

Alma’s Girls Expect To 
Have Solid Team This Year

Chippewa Hills Girls Track Team Hopes 
To Keep Winning Streaks Going

Alma’s Rachelle Kowalski accepted a first-place plaque for the 
100-meter dash in early April at the St. Louis relays.

Chippewa Hills senior 
Haley Mercer is among 

her team’s top point 
producers this season.

Private showings and  
group rates are available by  

contacting your local  
NCG Cinema  

location or by e-mailing  
Groupshows@NCGmovies.com 

NCG offers 10 regional  
locations including: 

Alma, Auburn, Courtland,    
Coldwater, Grand Blanc, 

Greenville, Owosso  
Lansing, Lapeer & Midland  

John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

Fowler’s girls track team won a 
title in Division 4 state meet last 
year, but the Eagles appear poised 
to make another run at it.

The Eagles won the title handily 
last year, outscoring second-place 
Pittsford 87-55 ½.

Fowler also won the title in 2016 
and was runner-up in 2017.

At the state, Fowler took first in 
all four relays, and also in the pole 
vault, high jump and 100 hurdles.

Ciera Weber took first in the 
pole vault and she is now vaulting 
at Saginaw Valley

Key sprinters such as Sidney Jo-
rak and McKenzie Koenigsknecht 
have also graduated.

“We are hoping to be one of the 
top teams in the state once again,” 
Feldpausch said. “We only have 
three seniors on our team but each 
played a key role last year. Marisa 
Snyder throws, Morgan Goerge is 
in the mid distances and Alyssa 
Vandegriff is in the hurdles and 
high jump.

“We need a hard work ethic 

and the desire to be the top teams 
in the state” is critical for her 
team, Feldpausch said. “Pewamo 
Westphalia is very competitive in 
our league and is in Division 3. We 
should be able to compete with 
them in many events.”

Goerge was the anchor of the 
state champion 4x400 and 4x800 
relay teams last season and was 
fifth in the state 800-meter run.

“This year’s team is looking 
promising,” she said. “We have a lot 
of people coming back. We have 
underclassmen who are good and 
work hard.”

In the 800, “I want to place high-
er in that this year. I just have to 
work hard. Last year, we swept all 
four relays at the state meet. I think 
it would be cool to do that against 
this year.”

George predicts the state meet 
could come down to Fowler and 
Pittsford again.

Snyder was 15th in the state 
meet last season in the shot put. 
She indicated the discus may be 
her best event.

“You have to just throw it and 
not let it get in your head,” she said. 

“It takes a lot of 
repetition.”

This season, 
Snyder wants to 
be an all-stater in 
both events.

“If I work hard, 
I can go to state,” 
Snyder said.

Vandegriff 
will be running 
track at Central 
Michigan next 
year. Last season 
at the state meet 
she won the 100 
meter hurdles 
(15.56), was 
fifth in the 300 
hurdles (47.02) 
and won the high 
jump (5-5).

She has a goal 
of 5-6 in the high 
jump this season, 
15.3 in the 100 hur-
dles and 46 seconds 
in the 300 hurdles.

“In the hurdles, I try to improve 
on my step down in between each 
hurdle,” Vandegriff said. “In the 

high jump, I focus on my form 
and my last three steps on my 
approach.”

As a team, Vandegriff said, 
“we’ve had a lot of success and it’s 

good to have those expectations. 
Clearly, we can meet them. We lost 
some of our best sprinters last year 
but we have a lot of sophomores 
coming up.”

John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

Tony Martin was an incredible 
sprinter for Saginaw last track 
& field season, and isn’t holding 
anything back so far this year.

The Saginaw senior had three 
first-place performances against 
Saginaw Arthur Hill on April 25. 
He covered 26 feet, 6 inches in the 
long jump for a new state record 
and clocked the 100 meters in 
10.54 seconds and the 200 meters 
in 21.74 seconds.

Martin won the long jump Divi-
sion 2 state title last season at 22-7. 
He was third in the 200 meters 
(22.0) and fourth in the 100 meters 
(11.13 seconds).

DeEddie Sanders is Saginaw’s 
head coach.

“I think he’s going to improve 
significantly, especially in the long 
jump and 200,” Sanders said. “In 
the long jump he has good speed 
and good form. He has good speed 
in the 100 and 200.”

Martin is going to Michigan 
State for track and might be a 
walk-on for football.

“It’s been going great,” Martin 
said early in the season. “It was a 
warm day. I broke the state record 
in the long jump. It was a warm 
day, I had already jumped 23-3 last 
time and it was 40 degrees. This 
meet, it was 20 degrees warmer. 
When it’s warmer, your legs move 
faster. It’s something I thought I 
would do later in the season.”

He’s hoping he can go 27 feet 
before the season ends.

“You’ve got to be fast.” he said. 

“You have to be a good sprinter 
and have strong legs. (The long 
jump) is my best event. For sprints, 
I don’t know yet, I haven’t run as 
much.”

Martin is hopeful of being a 
three-event state champion.

“Our high school team is proba-
bly one of the best dual track teams 
in the state this year,” he said.

Pewamo-Westphalia Boys
P-W hopes to make some moves 

in the Division 3 ranks this year.
The boys were eighth last season 

at the 2018 state meet. 
“For the boys, we had a really 

strong season last year,” coach 
Scott Werner said. “We won the 
CMAC and team regional title for 
the boys. We were able to go into 
the state finals for eighth, and it 

was largely on the back of some 
strong throwers we had, one who 
will be among the top throwers in 
the state, Nathan Spitzley.

“In addition to that, we had a 
strong distance crew. A lot of the 
kids both run cross country and 
track.”

Junior distance runner Ashton 
Walker was all-state last season in 
relays and holds the 1,600-meter 
run school record and was all-state 
in cross country. Another junior 
distance runner, Hayden Germain, 
was seventh at the cross country 
state finals.

The Pirates also has outstanding 
sprinters with seniors Justin Pohl 
and Cameron Wirth.

“They’re top level sprinters and 
have made multiple state finals,” 
Werner said. 

Fowler Bids For Another State Title

Saginaw Long Jumper Breaks State Record

Fowler’s three seniors are, from left. 
Alyssa Vandegriff, Morgan Goerge and Marisa Snyder.

Saginaw's Tony Martin.
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Sports Scene 

Payten Williams is a two-event state 
track champion from Bridgeport, who is 
looking to enjoy similar success this year 
in Division 2.

As of mid-April, Williams, a senior, had 
first places in the limited amount of races 
in which she had some action. She’s com-
ing off a banner 2018 season highlighted 
by state titles in the 100-meter dash (12.06 
seconds) and 200-meter dash (24.73). 

Both times are still personal bests.

“It’s going great, but slow,” Williams 
said of her season so far.

Williams had been fourth in both of her 
sprints in the 2017 state meet.

“My goals are to keep my times down 
and get faster,” she said.

Williams will see relay action this sea-
son. She especially likes the 4x200 because 
she runs a 200-meter leg.

She considers the 200 to be her best 
race.

“My strength is when I start off on the 
curve because I can use a lot of speed and 
finish off,” she said. “My strength in the 
100 meters is getting out of the blocks fast 
enough.”

Williams said he competes year-round 
with action during indoor season, the 
spring and high school.

“We’re a lot stronger (as a team),” Wil-
liams said.

She’s planning on a college career but 
hasn’t announced yet where she’ll be 
going.

Greg Chrapek 
Sports Scene 
SACRED HEART GOLFERS 
PRIMED FOR SEASON
After a top-ten finish at last year’s Division 
4 state tournament, the Mt. Pleasant Sacred 
Heart Academy golf team has its sights set on 
even more success this season.
With a pair of honorable-mention, all-state 
golfers returning, the Irish are aiming to 
eclipse last year’s 8th-place finish at the state 
finals.
“We have high expectations this year build-
ing off last season and returning so much 
experience,” said Sacred Heart coach Andrew 
Doerr. “We want to compete again for a con-
ference and regional title, as well as work to-
wards the opportunity to compete at the D4 
state finals.”
Sophomore Michael Zanoni returns to lead 
Sacred Heart. Zanoni had the lowest scoring 
average on the team last year as he earned all-
state honors. Senior Evan Chomchai finished 
with an average just above Zanoni last season 

and his return gives Sacred Heart a dynamic 
one-two combination at the top of the lineup.
Senior Patrick Ervin returns after shaving 
five strokes off his average last season. Senior 
Noah Krepostman, junior Austin Lobsinger 
and sophomore Ben Wilson round out the 
top six.
“Our biggest strength is our depth and team 
chemistry,” Doerr said. “Being six-deep at 
the Division 4 level is a rarity and will help 
us when it comes to conference and the state 
tournament.”

LAINGSBURG GOLFERS 
ON A MISSION
After missing out on a trip to the state finals 
by one stroke, the Laingsburg golf team is on 
a mission this season.
Winners of the last four Central Michigan 
Athletic Conference golf titles, Laingsburg is 
paced by sophomore Zack Koerner who won 
the CMAC title last season. Senior Calvin 
Collins and juniors Aidan Soultner and Kon-
ner Wicki also return and are all capable of 
shooting in the high 30s or low 40s.
“I expect all four to play hard and smart,” said 
Laingsburg coach Greg Beavers. “They will 
propel us in the CMAC again and give us a 
great chance to get into states as a team.”

ST. LOUIS GOLFERS 
START STRONG
The St. Louis golf team started the season 
strong. The Sharks won the Golf Division at 
the Lakeview Invitational and placed second 
at the Chippewa Hills team scramble.
St. Louis opened TVC league play with a sec-
ond-place finish. Grant Mills led the Sharks 
with a 38 at the TVC opener.

ALMA GOLFERS SHOW PROMISE
The Alma golf team is displaying some solid 
skills in the early portion of the season. The 
Panthers placed fourth at their home invite 
with Drake Martin and Brandon Fandell both 

finishing in the top 10.

OWOSSO OPENS 
SEASON WITH 
CLOSE WIN
The Owosso golf team 
opened the season in 
exciting fashion. The 
Trojans rung in the 
season with a 199-200 
win against Ionia. Se-
nior Andrew Bueche 
led the way for Owosso 
with a 46 followed by 
Tristan Saulnier with a 
48, Riece Shattuck with 
a 52 and Braden Horn 
and Parker Omer with 
rounds of 53. 

CORUNNA 
TAKES SECOND 
AT INVITE
The Corunna golf 
team turned in a big 
early-season effort by 
placing second at the 
Marauder Invitational. 
Jon Cornell-Duranleau 
led the Cavaliers with a 90, 
good for sixth-place over-
all. Josh Pickler placed 
eighth with a 94.

DEWITT THE TEAM 
TO BEAT IN CAAC BLUE
Ranked seventh in the state in Division 2, De-
Witt is the team to beat in the Capital Area 
Athletic Conference (CAAC) Blue Division 
this season.
The Panthers are led by one of the premier 
golfers in the state in senior Charlie DeLong. 
A member of the all-state, Super Team last 
year, DeLong started the season strong with a 
73 at the opening CAAC Blue jamboree. Nick 
Geisler fired a 76 and Ian Pryer and Parker 
Dietzel both carded 78 as the Panthers domi-

nated the opening league meet.

SHEPHERD AMONG 
THE BEST IN D3
The Shepherd golf team is a team to watch in 
Division 3 this season. Ranked seventh in the 
state in Division 3, the Bluejays opened the 
conference season with a big effort at the first 
Tri-Valley Conference jamboree.
Senior Max Skeel, a returning all-state golfer, 
fired a 36 at the league opener. Skeel also shot 
a 1-under par 35 against Ithaca.
Zach Bendele shot a 41 at the opening league 
meet while Korrbin Gluch shot a 46 and 
Owen Morey carded a personal-best 48.

John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

St. Charles track and field coach 
Andre Williams has high hopes for 
his girls team this season, which is 
saying quite a lot considering the 
Bulldogs were co-state champions 
with Hart as both collected 46 
points at the Division 3 meet.

Returnees include Mikayla Wil-
liams, who was seventh in the state 
pole vault last season and second 
in the long jump; and three girls 

on the state championship 4by200 
meter relay team with juniors 
Erica Garcia and Celine Whiren 
and sophomore Hope Kushion. 
Whiren, Kushion and senior Wil-
liams were also on the first-place 
4x100 meter relay which set a state 
record of 49.57 seconds.

State championship sprinter Na-
jiyah Holden was a key graduate 
from the team.

“This year we’re looking pretty 
good,” Williams said. “We only 

lost the one athlete and she was a 
big part of what we did. Timewise, 
we’re looking about the same as 
we did last year.”

He’s looking for Mikayla 
Williams to be a top scorer again, 
along with Garcia and Whiren.

As for this year’s team, every-
thing will have to go our way to do 
what we did last year,” Williams 
said. “But we’re right there, about 
in the middle of the pack, and it’s 
still early. If we stick to our pro-
gram, we’ll peak when we need to. 
We’ll give a good run at it.”

Pewamo-Westphalia Girls
Coach Scott Werner’s girls were 

sixth at the 2018 Division 3 state 
meet. 

The Pirates were Division 3 state 
champions in 2013 and 2015 and 
runnners-up in 2014 and hope to 
a contender again this year.

Top performers should be se-
nior Amelia Thelen, a sprinter and 
pole vaulter, plus Aubree George, a 
distance runner, who is also a part 
of the sprint relays. She, and soph-
omore Sophie Thelen and Amelia 
Thelen, were on the fourth-place 
4x200 meter relay team, at the 
state meet.

“I’m encouraged going in that 
were returning so much depth and 
talent among the top teams in the 
state,” Werner said.

Bridgeport State Champ 
Eyes More Honors This Year

Area Boys Golf Teams Primed 
For Big Seasons On The Links

St. Charles Seeks To Repeat 
As Girls Track Champs

Payten Williams

St. Charles Track.

The Alma golf team is led by Drake Martin 
and Brandon Fandell this season. 

Senior Charlie DeLong is a returning all-state, Super Team 
golfer that is leading the way for the DeWitt golf team.
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John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

Coach Scott Green has a Rockford girls 
soccer team which enters the season ranked 
sixth in Division 1 polls and has won two 
straight OK Red Conference Conference 
championships.

Rockford was district champions last 
season and had an 18-2-2 record.

“We graduated 15 seniors including Ra-
chel Erste (Northern Michigan) and three-
year starting goalie Keeli Kornack Kotarba,” 
Green said. “Ally Orvis is our holding mid 
and El Schneider is one of our center backs. 
Both are seniors and form the foundation 
of our team. They are great leaders that 
bring a ton of positive energy to the team. 
Ashtyn Armock has been moved to striker 
and is getting comfortable with her respon-
sibilities up front.

“Abby Rose can be both an offensive 

threat and defensive stopper. We have two 
varsity freshman basketball players (Megan 
McCauly and Alina Anderson) that are 
starting and bringing that basketball expe-
rience to the rest of the young players. Ellie 
Obenouf has been a monster defender since 
the start of the season.”

Green doesn’t hold back on his expecta-
tions for the 2019 Rams.

“Our expectations are to compete for 
conference titles and win a state champi-
onship,” Green said. “This team is a special 
group.  Our strength will be our high 
technical level and good team defense. We 
have to build a team that can not only be 
the best team in West Michigan but go up 
against the powerhouse teams from the east 
side like Novi and Grand Blanc.

“With a team this young they just need 
to experience the grind of playing in the 
OK Red and high school soccer. They have 
the skills set they need, but not the playing 

experience at this level. The quicker they 
can get that the better we will be. The OK 
Red continues to be one of the strongest out 
there. Grandville is the favorite and Grand 
Haven will compete for that top spot as 
well. But anyone can beat anyone on any 
given day. Our hope is to be right in the 
mix as well.”

It’s going to be a tougher schedule.
“We stacked our out of conference sched-

ule, and with wins against Portage Central 
and Grandville, we already are moving 
towards getting the confidence to make a 
run deep into June,” Green said. “We have 
to be playing our best soccer at the end of 
the season.   

“This group is special. They love the 
love the game and they love each other, 
and to me, that’s a scary combination for 
opponents. As of today, we’re ranked sixth 
in the state and we just defeated Grandville 
ranked fifth, 1-0.” 

John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

Lansing Christian will be 
going for a third straight Division 
4 girls soccer championship this 
season under coach Joel Vande 
Kopple.

“2018 was another banner year 
for our women’s soccer team,” 
he said. “We won a league title, a 
district title, a regional title, and 
our second state championship 
in a row. We finished the season 
with a record of 19-3-2 and went 
through the state tournament 
without giving up a single goal. 
We graduated a lot of talented 
student/athletes from last year’s 
team. 

“Kasey Jamieson is currently 
playing at Liberty University and 
left our school as the all-time 
leading goal scorer. Her last goal 
was the lone goal in the state 
championship.

“Lynn Cullens was our goalie 
from last year. Her command 
of the penalty area was unlike 
anything I’ve seen in my time at 
LCS. Jenna Li was the midfield 
maestro and pulled the strings 
for our potent offense. Jessie 
Kruger played every position but 
goalkeeper during her four years 
at LCS and was the emotional 
leader of the team.”

Kealeigh Usiak returns in 
defense after having gained all-

state recognition in her first three 
years.

“Abby Lyon is another senior 
who will play in the center of 
midfield for us and will look to 
control play from there,” Vande 
Kopple said. “Eliza Lewis is 
senior who is returning from a 
second knee surgery. She will be 
the focal point of our offense.

“Brianna Franck takes over in 
goal for us and has looked very 
solid so far in the early stages of 
the season. Cayla Ellis is a junior 
who played outside back for us 
last year but has transitioned to 
striker for this year. We are a very 
young team this year having lost 
eight starters from last year. We 

have another very strong sched-
ule to test us and make us better 
as the year goes on.”

The strength of the team will 
be defense, Vande Kopple said.

“We return a number of girls 
who have experience playing on 
the backline and we will be tough 
to beat back there,” Vande Kopple 
said. “Our team graduated most 
of the goals from last year’s team 
so we will need to continually 
look to get better in front of 
goal.”

It won’t be easy for LC to 
repeat as state champs nor as 
league titlists.

“Our conference will be even 
this year with Lansing Christian 
looking to repeat with Olivet 
looking very strong as well,” 
Vande Kopple said. “Leslie, 
Stockbridge, Lakewood, Maple 
Valley and Perry will fight for 
spots as well.”

John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

It was an incredible 2018 for Ro-
drigo Barassi and Midland soccer 
team last season.

The MHS Chemics reached 
the Final Four undefeated, losing 
their final match vs Grand Blanc 
(runner up) 1-0.

The Chemics had won the Sagi-
naw Valley Conference undefeated, 
won the Division 1 geographical 
district giving up two goals, and 
won the Region 1 championship by 
defeating Okemos 5-1 and Grand-
ville 3-2 in double overtime.

“We graduated five great ath-
letes,” Barassi said. “Three of them 
are playing college soccer. Abbey 
Fowler in Fairmont State (WV), 
Riley Rajewski at Northwood 
University and Carlee Davis at 
Saginaw Valley State University. 
Gwynne Ozkan is studying at the 
University of Michigan, yet she was 
one of the top defensive sweepers 

of the conference, and Corinne 
Dunsmore who enrolled in the 
Michigan National Guard and is 
attending Grand Valley State.”

The Chemics have nine return-
ing players.

Maya Etienne is the No. 1 goalie, 
and was Dream Team, All State 
first team.  She will attend the Uni-
versity of Southern Indiana.

Ellie Wardell was a 1st team 
All State, power forward who will 
attend Winona 
State in Min-
nesota to play soccer there. She 
was a member of the Jaguars and 
Nationals FC.

Sami Vansumeren was on the 
all-district team and Saginaw Val-
ley honorable mention; and will be 
attending Grand Valley State.

Jorgia Nye was an all-district 
teamer and Saginaw Valley honor-
able mention; she will be attending 
Saginaw Valley State.

Maya Albright was an all-dis-

trict team 
and Saginaw 
Valley honor-
able mention; 
she will be 
attending the 
University of 
Minnesota.

Ashley Hills 
is a center 
defender who 
plays for the 

Nationals FC Tri City.  She will 
play at Grand Valley State.

Megan Shaffer, senior goalkeep-
er, will be attending Delta College 
to play for the Pioneers.

Three Midland sophomores 
who are rising stars are midfielder 
Chloe Rajewski, and defenders 
Jackie Brown and Lucy Cripe who 
play for the Nationals FC.

“My expectations from the 
entire team is to continue to grow 
from where we left off last year,” 

Barassi said. “We must continue to 
evolve into a great team who not 
only accomplished so much for 
the region, but to prove that as a 
small Division 1 school we belong 
where we are. The strength of our 
team will be the unity of the team. 
They are accomplished academic 
students who play year-round 
soccer. They know what they must 
accomplish, and they will work 
hard to get there.”

Midland will be state contend-
ers, but wants to take care of the 

conference first.
“The Saginaw Valley Conference 

varies from Division 1 to Division 
3 teams,” Barassi said. “In soccer 
we have a north and south confer-
ence. Two of their teams reached 
the final four last year. In the north 
where Midland is located, I would 
dare say we should be the contend-
ers for the championship, but each 
year one must play like a champion 
to be one. Nothing is gifted or 
entitled.”

John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

For several years, going one step 
farther for Freeland’s girls soccer team 
meant getting out of the state semifinal 
round and landing in the state finals.

It finally happened last year, but the 
Falcons fell a step short by losing in the 
title match to Flint Powers Catholic 4-1.

Freeland High School’s soccer team is 
coached by Ciaran Byrne.

“Last season we were league champs, 
district champs, regional champs and 
state runners up,” Byrne said. 

Freeland’s final record was 22-5-0.
One of the top moments was a 6-1 

win over Grand Rapids CC in the state 
semifinal. The girls completely over-
whelmed their opponent with a massive 
team performance.

Freeland will be depending on many 
players to make key contributions.

“Mackenzie Stroeble is a very import-
ant leader for the team, with a strong 
physical presence on the field, and a 
great goal scorer,” Byrne said. “Hannah 
Doran is the engine of the midfield, a 
very vocal leader on the field, and excel-
lent passing skills.”

Senior center midfielder Autumn 
Kloha, senior forward-wing Erin Tyson 
and junior defenseman Tori Pilon are 
solid players.

“Autumn will be expected to do it all 
this year,” Byrne said. “She will be relied 
on for goal scoring, creating goals, and 
being a physical presence in midfield. 
Erin will be expected to contribute mas-
sively with goals, and we will rely on her 
experience and leadership from being 
a part of two state runner-up finishes. 
Tori will be expected to be a lockdown 
defender for us, as well as joining the 
attack and helping us on both sides of 
the ball.

“I know that we are favorites to win 
our league, district and regional and 
I think we have what it takes to play 
for another state title. We expect great 
things of ourselves. Those expecta-
tions can bring pressure and many of 
these girls are very used to that kind of 
pressure. I think one of our strengths is 
that we are a balanced team all over the 
field and we are able to bring girls off the 
bench that could start on some of the 
teams we play. We just have solid players 
in every position.”

Being united and learning to play 
together is critical, Byrne said.

“We just got our basketball girls back 
after a state final run there, so there is a 
lot of preparation needed and a no time 
between matches to do it all,” Byrne said. 
“Our conference is not very strong, and 
we are definitely the favorite. We know 
we should win the conference assuming 
we put in the work and do the things we 
train to do.”

Rockford Girls Soccer Team Eyes State Title Lansing Christian Hopes To Contend For
Third Straight State Girls Soccer Crown

Midland High Hopes For Another 
Memorable Soccer SeasonFreeland Soccer Team Hopes 

To Win It All This Season

Rockford and Megan McCauly (23) hopes to 
be a girls soccer contender this season.

Autumn Kloha will lead the attack 
for Freeland’s soccer team.

Lansing Christian girls are ready 
for another season

The Midland varsity soccer team.
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Midland Dow’s girls tennis team 
was second in the state last season 
and expects to be strong again this 
year.

Garrett Turner coaches a 
team which plays in the Sagi-
naw Valley Conference and was 
7-0 last year, regional league 
champs and second in the state.                                                                                                                                           
                                                                     
“We graduated seven girls from 
our 12-player roster,” Turner said. 
“We lost three of our four singles 
players and our one doubles and 
three doubles.

“Zoe Angell, 10th grade, is 
taking over the one singles position 
after being a semi-finalist last year 
at two singles. Victoria Leiti 11th 
and Meghan Killmaster 12th are 
playing No. 1 doubles after win-
ning the state tournament last year 
at two doubles.

“We want to enjoy the season 
and work hard to continue the 
success that we have had the last 
few seasons. This is a learning 
year for our five freshmen as they 
figure out what it is like playing for 
a team rather than the individual 
USTA tournaments. Even though 
we have seven new players, our 
new players are very strong tennis 
players and great additions to our 
team. Our singles lineup has been 
a strength so far this year, as they 
are a combined 21-0 through two 
tournaments.”

But there is room for improve-
ment.

“Our doubles teams needs to 
work to play together and know 
where each other is on the court,” 
Turner said. “They need to work 
to communicate together and 
encourage each other as much as 
possible. We need to work on the 
mental side of the game and truly 
believe we have the ability to win 

when we go against the best teams 
in the state.

“We are the favorites for the 
league, but the addition of Grand 
Blanc this year makes the confer-
ence stronger. Grand Blanc has a 
strong singles lineup.  Heritage is 
another school who has a strong 
team. They qualified for the state 
tournament last year, and they 
have most of the players from that 
team back this year. Their No. 1 
singles player is one of the best in 
the conference.” 

Big Rapids
The Cardinals had an impressive 

2018 season with a record that im-
proved from 6-8-1 (2017) to 8-4-1 
(2018). The team scored 13 points 
at Regionals and finished ahead of 
rival Ludington for the first time in 
over 15 years. 

“The highlight of the season 
was both No. 1 singles and No. 1 
doubles flights finishing as regional 
champions with undefeated 16-0 

regular seasons, a first for Big 
Rapids,” coach Larry Langell said. 
“At No. 1 singles, sophomore Eden 
Short was a state tournament qual-
ifier. She won her first match and 
eventually lost to the No. 4 seed 
in the round of 16. She received 
All-State honors at the end of the 
season. 

“Katherine Langell / Olivia 
Sanders at No. 1 doubles were 
named to the Honorable Men-
tion All-State team. During their 
undefeated regular season they had 
three wins over teams that finished 
in the top-16 at the state tourna-
ment and a win over Whitehall, a 
state tournament quarter-finalist.” 

John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

Mount Pleasant girls soccer coach 
John Bunting has a gifted player in 
four-year varsity performer Hunter 
Cashen.

“Hunter’s leadership qualities started 
in the off-season by setting up condi-
tioning and open gyms for the squad 
igniting some early excitement and buy 
in from the other girls,” Bunting said. 
“Her effort as a player is contagious as 
she inspires players to work harder and 
commit to an aggressive style of play 
based off of her attitude. As far as the 
impact she has had early on, Hunter 
has started her season with a lot of 
confidence netting some important 
goals for us.”

Bunting netted four goals in her 
team’s first matches and helping on 

other goals.
“Hunter has always been a hard 

worker leaving all of herself on the 
field,” Bunting said. “She doesn’t com-
plain about the minutes being played, 
the pain she endures, or the practices 
we have to grow as players.”     

Bunting wouldn’t be surprised to 
see improvement from Cashen’s 2018 
season.

How much improvement from last 
year?

“It is still early but you can already 
see a maturity about Hunter’s game 
compared to some of her last season,” 
Bunting said. “She was very ambitious 
and eager last year but lacked some 
discipline to be able to contribute for 
full games and would gas out both 
physically and emotionally. This year, 
she has been very consistent and has 

been able to be a steady force for us in 
the midfield play, something we lacked 
last year.   

“A highlight that Hunter has already 
given us this year was when she netted 
a hat trick by roping a laser from about 
30 yards out that left the goaltender 
stunned and most of us either speech-
less or cheering as fans. We expect 
Hunter to continue to lead by example 
as a soccer player to us, a strong female 
athlete to younger and developing play-
ers to follow and overall, just a good 
person and joy to coach to myself and 
her teammates.”  

Cashen has devoted herself to being 
the consummate soccer player.

“Hunter is an athlete and embodies 
that in so many aspects.  She is con-
stantly training, running, and finding 
ways to improve herself as a person,” 
Bunting said. “Hunter has been 
successful in volleyball in the past but 
has chosen to just focus on soccer her 
senior season.”

Mount Pleasant has started out the 
season 2-2-0 overall and 1-0-0 in the 
SVL.

Dow Tennis Girls Look Strong Again

Mount Pleasant Senior Soccer 
Player Set For Huge Year

Where excellent care, 
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John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

Morgan Groulx is coaching a 
Midland girls tennis team expected 
to have a competitive season.

The team competes in Division 
2.

“We took eighth place at Valleys 
last year but we are looking to 
work hard this season to gain some 
places at that tournament,” Groulx 
said. “This season, we took third 
out of eight teams at the Jim Teal 
Tournament; TCW took second 
and Heritage first. Hannah Smith 
and Madison Roberts were first-
year varsity tennis seniors last year. 
They played doubles (not together) 
and worked for every point and 
match. They were focused and 
committed to the team and it 
showed that hard work can gain 
you distance when you put your 
mind to it.”

Junior Ashley Welsch is a No. 1 
singles and provides the team with 
consistency and composure. At No. 

2 is senior Trinity Looker whose 
strength is “closing out a match 
by staying in the point,” and No. 
3 Madeline Lang, a junior, whose 
strength, Groulx said, “is keeping 
the ball deep and breaking down 
her opponents’ game by staying 
consistent.”

The No. 4 singles player is 
Maylee Rielle a junior, whose 
strength Groulx said “is footwork 
and recovering quicker to set up 
for next point.”

The No. 1 doubles team of se-
niors Bethany Welter and Madylin 
Sherman are expected to be strong. 
Groulx noted. She added seniors 
Whittney Duford and Elizabeth 
Mammel are “communicating and 
growing stronger as a team at No. 
2 doubles and senior Katherine 
Berchert and sophomore Paige 
McCollister are “communicating 
and growing stronger as a doubles 
team since both played singles last 
season.”

The No. 4 doubles team of junior 
Rebekah Stanley and senior Megan 

Phillips (12) are “being aggressive 
at the net, staying in the point 
with composure and confidence,” 
Groulx added. 

“Like I said, we are motivated to 
earn a higher place in the tourna-
ment than eighth,” Groulx said. 
“Improvement is all I ask of these 
amazing athletes and women....
make it to the semi-finals in our 
Valley tournament on Thursday, 
May 9th.

“Our strength this season is 
definitely in doubles; we have four 
strong teams, three of those teams 
battled for the one-seed spot on 
our team through competitive 
challenge matches. Our team fights 
and does everything they can on 
the court, changing their game-
plan and strategy according to the 
conditions. After taking a loss or 
walking off the court after a match 
they have won, but did not play 
their best during, they reflect and 
think about what they can work 
on for the next match. That is so 
rewarding to hear and see as a 

coach.”
Team chemistry will be critical.
“Our biggest goal this season 

is creating ‘cohesion’ as a team,” 
Groulx said. “Whether they play 
singles or doubles, the players are 
working hard to push their team-
mates during practice and play. On 
the court, one of the biggest goals 
I have for the team is being able to 
“read the ball” when it comes to 
competition-time. Being able to 

anticipate where to move or what 
type of shot is coming their way 
can set them ahead such a distance 
in a match and give them the 
confidence to close out the match 
using strategy. 

“We are in D2 again this year. I 
would say our biggest competition 
this season is Heritage, Dow and 
Grand Blanc. I would like to see 
us take a win when we play Mount 
Pleasant. They have always been 
good competition for us.”

John Raffel 
Sports Scene 

Crystal Lowe was a legendary 
coach for the Portland JV tennis 
team with much success over the 
years.

She is now is the new varsity 
coach, taking over for legendary 
Jim Niebling.

The Raiders were second in 
the CAAC White last season and 
second at regionals to qualify for 
the state tournament.

Lowe was Niebling’s JV coach 
for 20 years.

“He started the program in the 
1990s in Portland,” Lowe said. 
“There’s definitely some big shoes 
to fill. The players know me as I’ve 
been in the program for 20 years. I 
did learn a lot about coaching ten-
nis from him. It definitely made a 
smooth transition to take over and 
focus on continuing the successful 
program we’ve had.”

All-State returning players are 
Riley Thelen and Rachel Van-
Houten.

Portland has enjoyed a complete 
program.

“I’ve got the 12 main varsity 
players and an additional 30,  some 

who play some varsity and others 
on the JVs,” Lowe said. “It’s been 
that way for awhile. I’ve always 
had large numbers on the JVs. It 
(helps) for sure.”

Returning singles players are 
sophomore Kayla Weller and 
juniors Ainsley Ludema and Taylor 
Jenks.

“My expectation is that this 
team will work hard to reach their 
potential,” Lowe said. “The return-
ers will continue to be a strong 
presence on the court, using the 
skills they have gained in previous 
seasons to help make our team go 
above and beyond the potential I 

see in them. Our first-year varsity 
players will contribute with their 
incredible athleticism and deter-
mination to continue Portland’s 
long-standing tradition of success.”

“We have 10 returners this 
season. Almost all of our doubles 
players are returning to the same 
flight, and we have three return-
ing singles players who gained 
significant experience last season. 
We need to continue to look for 
ways to improve individually and 
as a team. As we progress through 
the season, the team needs to be 
striving to push their game to the 
next level.”

Midland Set For Strong 
Tennis Season In Division 2

Legend Replaces A Legend For Portland Girls Tennis

Midland’s tennis team hopes to make 
some noise in the area and region this team.

Crystal Lowe
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Alma, MI 48801
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Hunter Cashen expects to have a big 
year for Mount Pleasant soccer.

Midland Dow’s Girls Tennis Team.
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Greg Chrapek 
Sports Scene 
MIDLAND BOYS 
LACROSSE STATE 
RANKED

The Midland boys lacrosse 
team is turning in a big sea-
son. Thanks to a combination 
of strong defense and a potent 
offense, Midland is ranked 
among the top ten in the state in 
Division 1.

Balanced scoring is a staple of 
the Midland offense. Ben Brueck, 
Chase Mahabir, FInn Moore, 
Curtis Mularz, Mason Reed, Ryan 
Sisitke, Ethan Smith and Ryan 
Stadelmaier have been among 
the players making an impact 

on offense. In goal, Midland is 
receiving strong efforts from Jack 
Erickson and Brandon Kova-
cevich while Ethan Richard is a 
leader of the defense along with 
Joey Cullinane. 
HASLETT/WILLIAMSTON 
PICKING UP WINS

The Haslett/Williamston 
lacrosse team is enjoying a strong 
season.

 Haslett/Williamston opened 
the season with a 7-3 overall 
record and a 5-0 mark in confer-
ence play. The three losses have 
come against state lacrosse pow-
ers Forest Hills Central, Birming-
ham Brother Rice and Rockford. 
Head coach Jake Murphy became 

the team’s all-time leader in wins 
this season.

Senior Samuel Faber, an Ohio 
State commit, is one of the team 
leaders this season along with 
senior defender Sam Blake and 
senior Jackson Colvin who scored 
the game-winning goal in over-
time in a key league win against 
Waverly. Junior Jean-Christopher 
Daignault is a returning all-con-
ference player turning in a strong 
season.
BALANCE KEY FOR 
LOWELL LACROSSE

Thanks to a balanced attack, 
the Lowell lacrosse team is 
turning in a strong season. One 
of the highlights of the season for 

the Red Arrows was an 11-5 win 
against Northview. Cole Huisman 
led the way with three goals 
while Sam Lixie, Case Olesko and 
Spencer Gupey added two goals. 
The win snapped a two-game 
streak that saw the Red Arrows 
drop one-goal decisions. 
LANSING CATHOLIC 
TURNING IN 
WINNING SEASON

The Lansing Catholic Central 
lacrosse team is turning in a win-
ning season. The Cougars opened 
the season winning nine of their 
first 11 games. Catholic Central 
picked up impressive wins against 
Okemos, Grand Ledge, Saginaw 
Heritage and DeWitt.

Greg Chrapek 
Sports Scene 
OKEMOS AIMING TO 
RETURN TO STATE FINALS 

After reaching the Division 2 state finals 
last season, the Okemos girls lacrosse team is 
on a path to make a return appearance come 
June.

Ranked third in the state in Division 2, 
Okemos picked up a statement win when it 
defeated Bloomfield Hills Cranbrook 12-3 in 
a rematch of last year’s Division 2 state title 
match. Okemos also defeated Birmingham 
and Bloomfield Hills as it went 3-0 at the East 
vs West tournament at East Grand Rapids.

Lola Gonzalez led Okemos at the tourna-
ment with 10 goals and five goals. Zoe Ziegler 
collected 11 goals, Campbell Foltz scored 
seven goals and seven assists, Grace Rich-

ardson scored six goals and Maddie Sermak 
added five goals.

The win against Cranbrook was the high-
light of the day at the tournament.

“I think we executed our game plan per-
fectly,” said Okemos coach Chloe Zdybel. “We 
did what we worked on. We knew that we had 
to come out strong to beat them and that’s 
what we did.”
LOWELL EARNS WINS 
VS LAKESHORE TEAMS

The Lowell lacrosse team picked up a pair 
of key wins against Spring Lake and Grand 
Haven.

Trailing 6-4 with less than 20 minutes 
remaining in the game against Spring Lake, 
Lowell rallied to claim an 11-8 win. The Red 
Arrows followed up that win with a 15-14 win 
against Grand Haven.

MIDLAND TURNING 
IN WINNING SEASON

The Midland girls improved to 7-1 for the 
season after outlasting East Lansing 13-11. 
Gabrielle Wilson led the way for Midland 
with five goals, four caused turnovers and one 
assist. Jordan Malace, Emma Rekeweg and 
Margaret Gandy added two goals apiece while 
Erica Grenesko scored one goal and Grace 
Wilson added a pair of assists.
DEWITT CLOSING IN ON TOP TEN

With eight wins in its first 11 games, the 
DeWitt girls lacrosse team is closing in on 
a top-ten ranking in the Division 2 state 
poll. DeWitt is unbeaten against teams in 
the greater Lansing area with its lone losses 
coming against Grand Rapids and Kalama-
zoo-area schools.
HERITAGE HAWKS ON A ROLL

The Saginaw Heritage lacrosse team is 
turning in a strong season. The Hawks 
opened the season with an 8-4 overall record 
with two of the losses coming by one-goal 
margins.  

Area Boys Lacrosse Teams 
Turning In Strong Seasons

Area Girls Lacrosse Teams 
Making An Impact On State Level

The Midland boys lacrosse team 
is ranked in the top ten in the 
state in Division 1.

The Lowell girls lacrosse team picked up a thrilling come from behind victory against 
Spring Lake and is working to break into the top ten in the Division 2 state rankings.

HIGH SCHOOL 
SPORTS SCENE SCENE STEALERS!

girls water polo, Okemos
The Okemos girls water polo team is off to 
a strong start this season. The Okemos girls 
opened the season with six consecutive wins 
and are ranked No. 2 in the state.

Softball, Mason
The Mason softball team opened the sea-
son with a strong effort at the East Lansing 
Invitational. Mason turned in a 2-1 record 
at the tournament and came away with the 
second-place trophy. 

Alma football
Alma’s football program continues to send 
players to the college level. Five additional 
players recently announced their intentions. 
Isaiah Castillo is going to Olivet College, while 
Jaiden Betts, Drew Humm, Jacob Omans and 
Marcus Owens are staying close to home and 
will be going to Alma College.

Softball, St. Johns
The St. Johns softball team is turning in some 
big performances in the early season. St. 
Johns Defeated Lansing Catholic Central and 
Saginaw Heritage to win the title at the St. 
Johns Invitational. The Redwings also swept a 
doubleheader from Okemos as they totaled 33 
runs over the two games.

boys golf team, St. louis
The St. Louis golf team turned in a big effort 
at the Chippewa Hills team scramble. The 
Sharks placed second out of 18 teams at the 
tournament. St. Louis shot a 156 team total, 
two strokes behind first-place Manistee. The 
St. Louis duo of Grant Mills and Spencer Sher-
wood claimed medalist honors with a 73 while 
Noah and Luke Harry shot an 83.

Megan greenup, St. louis
St. Louis volleyball standout Megan Greenup 
will be continuing her academic and athletic 
career at Alma College. Greenup, who earned 
all-state honors for the Sharks this season, 
signed a letter of intent to play volleyball with 
Alma College next season.
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Broadway Realty
Mount Pleasant

989-775-3800
WeichertBroadway.com
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Spring Savings!WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE®
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2019 Buick EncorE

MSRP $26,895$16,500SALE
PricE GM FINANCIAL, GMS,C.T.P

36 MO 8500K LEASE, FLEX PURCHASE
LEASE LOYALTY, PLUS TAXES

SAVE 
$9,395!

2019 gmc SiErrA douBLE cAB

MSRP $36,596$25,900SALE
PricE TRADE ALLOWANCE GM FINANCIAL, GMS, C.T.P
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LEASE LOYALTY, PLUS TAX

SAVE 
$10,696!

New & Used  Vehicles: 
All Payments are with approved credit, see 
dealer for details.*On used vehicles from 

2.49% - 3.24% APR, 24-84 months financing.

888-799-3896

Attention! High School Seniors and Special Vocational Education Students
Call Sundance, We Have Special Intern Programs As Well As Automotive Technician Programs And More!

go To School, make money. graduate With and make money!

$$
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Come Take a Test drive and Receive a Free Ride at The stables - sundanceridingstables.com

2019 gmc TErrAin FWd

MSRP $29,095$20,900SALE
PricE WITH TRADE GM FINANCIAL GMS, C.T.P

36 MO 8500K LEASE, FLEX PURCHASE
LEASE LOYALTY, PLUS TAX

SAVE 
$8,195!

$195/dn.* 
$195/mo.*

$4,000/dn.* $0/mo.*

$169/dn.* 
$169/mo.*

$4,000/dn.* $59/mo.*

$199/dn.* 
$199/mo.*

$4,000/dn.* $89/mo.*

$119/doWn $119/monTH
TAX & PLATE incLudEd in PAYmEnT

2009 dodgE cArAVAn SE

SALE 
PricE
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TAX & PLATE incLudEd in PAYmEnT

2014 dodgE journEY SE

SALE 
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TAX & PLATE incLudEd in PAYmEnT
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2013 dodgE dArT SXT
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SALE 
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TAX & PLATE incLudEd in PAYmEnT
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$8,900

$299/doWn $299/monTH
TAX & PLATE incLudEd in PAYmEnT

2013 Ford EXPLorEr XLT

SALE 
PricE

$15,500

$247/doWn $247/monTH
TAX & PLATE incLudEd in PAYmEnT

2011 Ford rAngEr SPorT

SALE 
PricE

$13,500

$309/doWn $309/monTH
TAX & PLATE incLudEd in PAYmEnT

2013 rAm SLT

SALE 
PricE

$18,900

4x4

$319/doWn $319/monTH
TAX & PLATE incLudEd in PAYmEnT

2011 cHEVY AVALAncHE LT

SALE 
PricE

$17,900

4x4

$309/doWn $309/monTH
TAX & PLATE incLudEd in PAYmEnT

2017 gmc TErrAin SLE-2

SALE 
PricE

$19,900

AWD

$299/doWn $299/monTH
TAX & PLATE incLudEd in PAYmEnT

2014 cHrYSLEr 300

SALE 
PricE

$15,900

LUXURY
AWD

$299/doWn $299/monTH
TAX & PLATE incLudEd in PAYmEnT

2009 dodgE rAm TrAdESmAn

SALE 
PricE

$16,900

4x4


