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Hello sports fans, it’s a great day here at High School
Sports Scene Magazine.
What a great winter season we are coming off. On the
gym floors courts, wrestling mats, swimming pools and
hockey rinks, area athletes turned numerous memorable
performances.
What an unbelievably special season it was for Pewamo-Westphalia High School and its fans, students and
athletes. It was an unbelievable winter season as both the Pewamo-Westphalia boys and girls won basketball state championships while the competitive cheer team also brought
home a state championship. Basketball is a special sport at
Pewamo-Westphalia where both the boys and girls utilize
the same system. Hard work is at the core of the system and
that work ethic carries over the success on the football field,
track and diamonds.
What a great time I had joining a pair of Michigan’s finest
wrestlers at the Pittsburgh Wrestling Classic in mid-March.
Cameron Amine of Detroit Catholic Central picked up a
win at one of the premier and longest-running wrestling
tournaments in the country while his teammate Kevon
Davenport lost a close decision. Amine will be continuing
his career at the University of Michigan while Davenport is
headed to the University of Nebraska. What a pleasure it was
to spend time with these outstanding young men.
Speaking of outstanding young men, what a pleasure it
was to coach the Alma wrestling team this year. Despite just
one senior on the team, these young men won a conference,
district and a second consecutive regional title and made a
second straight trip to the team state finals. This year’s team
picked up some valuable experience at this year’s state finals
and will prepare them well for next year as all of our starters
return.
Although not as unique as what Pewamo-Westphalia
accomplished, it was a pretty special winter season for Alma
athletes. Along with our wrestlers reaching the state quarterfinals, the Alma boys basketball turned in an amazing
playoff run. Who can forget the intensity and thrills the team
provided fans who showed up for the thrilling regional wins
against Bridgeport and Flint Powers! Way to go guys!
A special shout out to Alma competitive cheer coach
Laura Capan. Laura earned district, regional and state coach
of the year honors for her work with this year’s team. Laura
and the young ladies on the cheer team turned in a strong
post-season placing eighth at the state finals. What a winter
season for Alma’s athletes.
With the cold of winter
slowly fading away, we can
look forward for what will
surely be an exciting and
interesting spring sports
season!
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Pewamo-Westphalia Boys
Celebrate Division 3 State Title
John Raffel
Sports Scene

Pewamo-Westphalia’s boys basketball
team won a Division state basketball title on
March 16 at the Breslin Center...and a week
later, the girls would do the same.
The Pirate boys won’t soon forget their
53-52 for a long time.
Neither will Iron Mountain nor the fans
who watched the game, which featured a
controversial ending on two calls which
favored the Pirates.
Both teams entered the game with 27-0
records and it was anticipated it would come

down to the wire.
Did it ever.
Iron Mountain led 40-35 going into the
fourth. The Mountaineers appeared to be
in control with a 50-44 lead with 2:05 to
play. Andre Smith, who would be 5-of-8 in
3-point shooting for the day, came up with
a big triple for the Pirates. When Collin Trierweiler hit a layup with 13 seconds led for
P-W, the Mountaineers’ lead was 52-51.
Here’s where it got interesting. Iron Mountain broke the Pirate press and Tony Feira
took the ball near the basket and scored what
appear to be a critical layup with five seconds
left. The officials ruled he walked. P-W

www.highschoolsportsscene.com

inbounded the ball to Trierweiler whom the
Mountaineers fouled, because the Pirates
weren’t yet in the bonus and they wanted to
prevent P-W from getting off a shot. But the
official ruled Marcus Johnson, by grabbing
Trierweiler from behind, was guilty of an
intentional foul and gave him two free
throws, plus possession of the ball, with 0.7
seconds left.
Trierweiler hit both free throws and the
Pirates were state champs.
“It was an amazing game between two
very good teams,” Pirate coach Luke Pohl
said. “We couldn’t seem to get over the
hump. I was thinking if we’re still in it in the
fourth quarter, I want Andre to win it for us.
It was a fitting end for Collin to hit those two
unbelievable free throws and Andre to do
what he did.”
Smith had 21 points. Trierweiler scored all
six of his points as the final six points of the
game for P-W.

“What you don’t understand is the last
three weeks he hasn’t practiced because he
has a high ankle sprain,” Pohl said. “He just
guts it out.”
“My teammates had confidence in me,”
Trierweiler said of his free throws. “We put a
ton of work into the offseason. We’ve played
with each other since the fourth grade.”
Pohl said his “heart” goes out to Iron
Mountain for the controversial ending.
“I know the MHSAA has put a huge
emphasis on that intentional foul,” Pohl said.
“I believe if he had not wrapped his arms
around Collin, he would have gone in for
a layup. It’s a tough, tough call. I think the
travel call was a travel.
“Officiating is tough. I’m glad we have the
guys who do it. I’m happy they’re there.”
“We went toe-to-toe, both teams,” Iron
Mountain coach Harvey Johnson said. “Give
them credit, give us credit.”
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Pewamo-Westphalia Holds
Off Flint Hamady To Win
Division 3 State Title
Greg Chrapek
Sports Scene

To win an elusive state championship, the Pewamo-Westphalia
girls basketball team took the
boxer’s mentality of going the full
12 rounds to win the battle.
That mentality paid off for the
Pirates who conquered adversity
and held on to defeat Flint Hamady
40-33 to win the first girls basketball state title in school history.

The Pirates survived foul trouble
to team leaders Hannah Spitzley
and Ellie Droste and hung together
to hold off a determined Hamady
team in the second half.
“Before the game our talk
was the boxer’s mentality,” said
Pewamo-Westphalia coach Steve
Eklund. “We go in with a game
plan. We know what our strengths
are. You are not looking for the
knockout punch early. We wanted
to slowly build throughout the

night. We knew we would take a
couple of shots but you have to
have a tough chin. You have to stay
to your plan and I thought we did
a good job. They threw the whole
kitchen sink at us in the second
half and we persevered.”
Strong defense and connecting
on free throws were major keys
for the Pewamo-Westphalia. The
Pirate defense forced Hamady
into 24.4% shooting from the
field while Pewamo-Westphalia
converted 17-of-21 (81%) of its
free throws.
Droste, who played in foul trouble for much of the game, led the
Pirates with 18 points and a pair of
steals. Rachel Huhn stepped up big
with 10 points and six rebounds
while Kiera Thelen led P-W on the
boards with seven rebounds.
Defense was especially crucial
late in the game when Hamady
made one final push at grabbing
the lead.
“Defensively we got stops,”
Eklund said. “With 40 seconds left
I said girls, we need three or four
more stops. I think we got three
stops in the last 40 seconds. Today
it was some stops and a couple free
throws.”
Spitzley finished the game with
eight points and three rebounds
in 18 minutes of play due to foul
trouble and played just 19 seconds
in the fourth quarter as she fouled
out.
“Emily is the ultimate compet-
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Ellie Droste of Pewamo-Westphalia drives
to the basket against Flint Hamady.
itor,” Eklund said. “Every day in
practice she never takes a play off,
never takes a drill off. To have to
sit in watch in the biggest game of
her career. She was probably the
biggest supporter on the bench
after she fouled out.”
Spitzley had faith her teammates would persevere and that
team effort was rewarded.
“You probably saw me crying
but I don’t like sitting on the
bench,” Spitzley said. “My teammates stepped up for me.”

Droste, who finished with four
fouls, also had faith in her teammates.
“I just knew the entire time that
our teammates had our back,”
Droste said. “Me and Hannah
both got into foul trouble. It’s hard
because you are use to being out
there in tight situations. We have
such confidence in our teammates
and we trust each other so much
that we know no matter we can
come out with the win.”

Rachel Huhn concentrates on a free
throw late in the Division 3 state
championship game.

CRIPPEN
The P- boys celebrate a state title.
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Saginaw Heritage Proves
Pundits Wrong By Winning
Second Straight State Title
Greg Chrapek
Sports Scene
Heading into the girls basketball
season, few people gave Saginaw
Heritage much of a chance at
repeating as state champions.
While the skeptics had their
opinions, the players on the Heritage were focused on defending
the title. That focus paid off as the
Hawks defeated Southfield A & T

55-40 to win the Division 1 state
championship at Van Noord Arena
in Grand Rapids.
Heritage dominated the game
from start to finish. A big second
quarter put the Hawks up 25-14 at
halftime and Heritage controlled
the game during the second half.
Senior veterans Mo Joiner,
Mallory McCartney and Shine
Strickland Gills led the way for the
Hawks in their final game in green

www.highschoolsportsscene.com

Freeland Girls End Basketball Season
Playing For Division 2 State Title
Greg Chrapek
Sports Scene

and blue.
“Our
seniors, they
didn’t want to
go out with a
loss this year,”
said Heritage
coach Vonnie
DeLong, “and
they played
like it.
Strong
defense was
a key as Heritage limited
Southfield to
34% shooting
from the floor.
Strickland-Gills proSaginaw Heritage seniors celebrate winning a second straight state championship.
tected the paint
with six blocked
and eight assists. Sharing the ball
said. “A lot of people didn’t think
shots while Keyonie Champion
was a staple of the Hawk offense as
we would go right back. We lost
added a pair of steals.
Strickland-Gills added six assists
two players who scored a lot. It
Heritage switched the game plan and McCartney dished out five
didn’t look like we had much comon the defensive end by utilizing a
assists. Strickland-Gills added 16
ing in through tunnel after them so
zone defense after playing man-topoints while Champion totaled
they didn’t really think we would
man for the bulk of the season.
12 points and McCartney seven.
go back again. We wanted to prove
Joiner and Strickland-Gills both
“Our zone was big,” DeLong
them all wrong. Our whole thing
topped the team in rebounds with
said. “I don’t think we played a
was just to stick together. We just
eight
apiece
while
LoLo
Reed
and
whole game of zone this year. We
knew what we had to do and we
McCartney added five rebounds
just decided yesterday after our
made sure it got done.”
apiece.
game with Wayne. It was a physical
“This is the best way to go
game and we were tired. We needFor the senior veterans, winning
out,” McCartney said. “To win a
ed some legs. With a one-day turn- back-to-back state titles was the
around, we decided zone would be
goal and the doubt from people
state championship with my best
our best bet on defense.”
outside the program motivated
friends. We had to stick together
them.
and at the end of the game we all
On the offensive end of the
said we just need to have one more
floor, Joiner was the catalyst of the
“If anything, we pretty much felt
offense with a game-high 17 points
underestimated,” Strickland-Gills
point.”
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Although not ranked in the top
10 in the state until late in the season, the Freeland girls basketball
team proved it belonged with the
best in the state.
Thanks to a thrilling state-tour-

nament run, Freeland reached the
Division 2 state championship
game where it dropped a 77-58
decision to two-time defending
Division 3 state champion Detroit
Edison and Miss Basketball honoree Rickea Jackson.
The loss ended Freeland’s season
at 24-3, a season where the Falcons
reached the state
title game for the
first time since
winning the 1998
Class C state championship. Of Freeland’s three losses,
two of them came
to state champions
in Division 1 state
champion Saginaw
Heritage and
Edison. Freeland
also opened the
season with a loss
to Midland Dow,
a team that ended
the season ranked
number five in the
state in Division 1.

1209 Michigan Ave.
St. Louis, MI 48880
Since 1925.

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Senior Alyssa Argyle badly wanted to
lead her Freeland Falcons to a Division 2
girls basketball state title.
It didn’t happen with the Falcons losing
to Miss Basketball Rickea Jackson and her
Detroit Edison team in the state title game
77-58 on March 23 at Calvin College.
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In this game, Argyle went past the
1,000-point mark in the win over Hamilton
in the fourth quarter. She was 5-of-7 from
the floor but showed her excellent playmaking skills with 11 assists.
Freeland coach Tom Zolinski pointed out
his seniors won 92 games in their four-year
career.
“We’ve always said that we’re going to go
as far as we can,” Argyle said.

In the semifinal game the night before,
Freeland snuck past Hamilton 71-66 to earn

“Alyssa wasn’t even thinking (about
1,000 points) during the tournament run,”

Zolinski said. “Her goal was to get here. To
be able to get 1,000 points is huge for her.
The fact we won and she got 1,000 means a
lot for her.
“I’m just so happy,” Argyle said, while
fighting back tears. “We have to play our
best ball, stay focused and have fun while
we’re doing it.”
Argyle indicated the 3-pointer has been
her favorite shot along with the mid-range
shot.
“If you keep missing shots, tell yourself to
keep shooting and don’t think about it,” she
said. “They’ll fall eventually.”

Alyssa Argyle talks about her 1,000 career
points after the state semifinal game
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to miss them. I had three of them
for four years, one for three and
one for two. They set it up for the
future. The program’s been solid
and they made it more solid. There
are a lot of young girls that look to
these girls and they want to be just
like them.”
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its way to the title game.

But the Falcons still ended a fabulous season at 24-3 with a state runner-up trophy.
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Senior guard Autumn Kloha looks
to set up the offense for Freeland
during the Division 2 state final.

Freeland Senior Crosses 1,000 Points In Her Career

Lindsay Soft Water Co.

gratiotcu.org

Edison outscoring
Freeland 40-34 in the
second half.
Alyssa Argyle led
Freeland with 18
points while junior
Kadyn Blanchard
added 16 points and
Autumn Kloha 11
points. Junior Peyton
Hansen and Argyle
led Freeland in
rebounding with five
apiece.
The title game was
the final high school
game for Freeland
seniors Autumn
Kloha, Lily Beyer,
Camryn Coonan, Alyssa Argyle and Taylor
Bakos. During the past four years
the seniors were part of Freeland
teams that won 94 games and loss
11 while never losing a conference
game.
“They made history in Freeland,”
Zolinski said. “What a group of
girls right here. I’m definitely going
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Peyton Hansen of Freeland drives
to the hoop during the Division 2
state title game.

Saginaw Heritage senior Mo Joiner
prepares to drive to the hoop during
the Division 1 title game.

Alma - (989) 463-8321
Ithaca - (989) 875-6184

Freeland’s state tournament
run was highlighted by three wins
over top ten teams in Division 2.
In winning the regional Freeland
defeated 9th-ranked Corunna
and 5th-ranked Stanton Central
Montcalm in the regional title
game. Freeland also took down
4th-ranked Hamilton in the state
semifinals.
In the end, Jackson and her
Edison teammates proved too large
a hurdle to overcome. The 6-foot-3
Jackson, who is headed to Mississippi State, totaled 28 points on
11-of-16 shooting and added five
rebounds and three assists.
“Our girls gave it their all,” said
Freeland coach Tom Zolinski.
“When you face a team that is
doing it inside and out, you usually
take advantage of one or another. It
was a tough task tonight and a lot
of credit goes to them.”
A fast start by Edison proved key
as Edison led 15-7 at the end of the
first quarter and 37-24 at halftime.
Freeland battled back shooting
over 40% in the second half with
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Joiner Leads The Way For
Championship Heritage Team
John Raffel
Sports Scene

It was no secret all season long Moira
Joiner would be the key behind Saginaw
Heritage’s drive to another girls basketball state title.
She proved it again in the team’s
58-55 win over Wayne Memorial in the
Division I semifinal and over Southfield
A&T 55-40 in the title game on March
23 at Calvin College.
Her coach Vonnie DeLong has called
Joiner the most complete player in the
state and there was no better game to
illustrate this assessment than against
Wayne Memorial when she had 14
points, 10 rebounds, 10 assists and two
steals.
“We been talking about this for four

years about Mo, her versatility, and the
fact she plays every position on the
floor,” DeLong said. “I didn’t realize she
had triple doubles (against Wayne). She
does it so quietly. She’s not flashy. Having such a high basketball IQ enables
her to do all the things she does.”
In the title win over Southfield A&T,
Joiner, who has committed to playing
at Michigan State, scored 17 points and
had eight rebounds and eight assists.
Joiner was a Miss Michigan candidate. Although the title went to Detroit
Edison’s Rickea Jackson,
there’s no secret whom DeLong was
favoring.
“There’s so many great players this
year,” DeLong said. “The thing that
separates me for Mo is her defense. She
defends where other kids are just scor-

ers. She scores 21 points a game and defends. She defends the other team’s best
player. We played teams like Edison and
East Lansing this year. She’s matching
up against these other kids. They don’t
guard her. Her rebounding, at 5-9, she’s
averaging nine boards a game. She has
an overall game, I haven’t seen anyone
play in a long time.
“If you watch her a lot, you think she’s
flashy. She gets the job done all the time.
I depend on that as a coach.”
“Being nominated for the Miss
Basketball award is so humbling,” Joiner
said. “My work ethic sets me apart. I get
that from my parents. I’m a captain, I’m
a leader. They want me to defend the
best player on the other team. I’m proud
to be the person they come to. Most
players’ favorite part is offense. To me,
it’s defense.”

Westphalia coach Steve Eklund
expressed relief when his team survived
an overtime thriller against Ypsilanti
Arbor Prep in the Division 3 state
semifinals.
After all, the semifinals had been
a spot in the tournament the Pirates
could not get past in previous years.
They got past it this time.
The Pirates edged Arbor Prep 37-33
in overtime on March 21 to advance
to the title game on March 23, and
defeated Flint Hamady 40-33 for the
state title.
In the semifinal, Hannah Spitzley

“That hurdle we just haven’t been
able to get over,” Eklund said. “I’m
excited for the kids and the girls basketball teams we’ve had that have not
been able to get past this game. The kids
held together and played as a team. The
bounces went our way. Our defense is
so good because we trust each other.”
“We have to rely on defense to get us
the ball back,” Droste said.
But the most difficult obstacle came
in the regional semifinal on March
11 when the Pirates had to play on
the home court of Kent City against a
dangerous 19-4 Eagles team. P-W came
from behind in the final moment for a
35-33 win.

Droste scored 15 points including
the game-winning 3-point play with 16
seconds to go to lift P-W to the win on
Kent City’s home court.

“I can’t even remember how it went
down,” Droste said of her winning field
goal. “I was praying the ball was going
to go in. When I was on the ground
and heard the crowd blow up, I couldn’t
explain how I felt.”
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Alma girls basketball coach Scott Apple
called it a “great season” for his Panthers.
Alma had a 16-5 record and big wins were
over Garber, Swan Valley, Standish-Sterling,
Midland High and Ionia. In the conference,
Alma’s finish was 8-2, second to Freeland for
the second year in a row.
“I’m proud of our four-year improvement,” Apple said. “Yes, we met expectations.
Of course we would have liked to win the
conference and district titles, but the teams
to whom we lost those titles had a combined
record of 48-3. We were happy with our
season. Highlights were beating Tri-Valley
East Champions Garber, beating (Division I)
Midland High at Alma College, and sweeping Swan Valley and Standish-Sterling.
“Like many schools, we were unable to
play a full schedule due to weather cancellations. We weren’t able to play some teams
we were looking forward to playing, like
Bridgeport, Gladwin and Meridian. Also
disappointing was an injury to our senior
center, Sophie Patrick, who missed much of

Greg Chrapek
Sports Scene

Hannah Spitzley was fouled with 29.6
seconds to play. Her two free throws
made it 33-32. Droste drove down the
lane and scored with 16 seconds to play
for a 34-33 Pirate lead. She hit the free
throw for a two-point lead.

“Players make plays and she’s a player,” Eklund said.

our conference season.”

Hailey Leister was first team all-conference and last year was honorable mention
All-State. She was the team’s leading scorer
with 13.1 points per game and leading rebounder with 9.0 rebounds per game and the
best free-throw shooter at 74 percent.
Her sister, sophomore guard Alyssa
Leister, was first team all-conference and
averaged 12.7 points per game. She led the
team in assists with 2.8 per game; and led the
team in steals with 2.5 steals per game. She
had the team’s best shooting percentage at 47
percent.
Junior guard Aliyah Castillo was second
team all-conference and the team’s best
three-point shooter at 30 percent.
Hailey Leister and Sophie Patrick are
graduating.
Key returners are Alyssa Leister, Aliyah
Castillo, Paige Seeley and Taylor Cleveland.
“It should be another solid season,” Apple
said. “While Hailey Leister leaves big shoes
to fill, we have seven returners and four
returning starters.”
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Midland Dow
A 23-2 season for Midland Dow
was impressive considering its only
two losses were to state champs
Saginaw Heritage (Division I) and
Pewamo-Wesphalia. The 49-34 loss
to Heritage came in the regional
title game.
Kyle Theisen’s fifth season was
very enjoyable for Dow, which was
8-0 in the SVL.
“We knew this team would be
special and met those expectations,”
he said. “23 wins is a school record,
and 22 consecutive wins is a school
record. There were a lot of special
moments this season. Beating
Heritage on their home court to
take the lead in the SVL was special.
Beating Flint Carman-Ainsworth
for the crossover title was big for our
team too.”
Molly Davis scored her 1,000th point this
season and moved into fourth place all-time
for Dow in scoring. She averaged 18 points
per game and was dominant in big games.
“Maizie Taylor was incredible all season
shooting 46 percent from the 3-point line
and scoring 14 points per game,” Theisen

Haiey Lester (12) ends a
fabulous career at Alma.
said. “We lose three seniors in Molly Davis,
Maizie Taylor and Charis Queary. The rest of
the team will all be key to next season.
“We will still be a young and guard-oriented team. We will rely on our defense to
create offense and our athleticism to create
turnovers.”

Alma’s Senior Class Leads The Way
On Dramatic State Tournament Run

Key Playoff Wins Lifted P-W Girls To Title
(16), Ellie Droste (15) and Rachel Huhn
(6) scored all of P-W’s points.

Alma Girls Upbeat Over 16-Win Season
John Raffel
Sports Scene

Mo Joiner led Saginaw Heritage to two straight state championships.

John Raffel
Sports Scene
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P-W’s Ellie Droste (40) drives to the basket in a regional
semifinal win over Kent City.
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The month of March provided
fans of Alma boys basketball some
memories that will be remembered
for years.
Led by a talented senior class,
Alma gave its fans a state tournament to remember. After defeating
Central Montcalm 71-47 to win the
district title, the Panthers hosted a
Division 2 regional that was full of
thrills.
In the regional semifinals against
a previously undefeated Bridgeport
team, Alma turned in a stunning 6456 win. Alma followed up that win
with a dramatic 42-40 win against
Flint Powers Catholic in the regional
semifinals. The season eventually
came to an end in the Division 2
state quarterfinals when the Panthers
dropped a 65-32 decision to Ludington.
“It was a lot of fun,” said Alma
coach TJ Cleveland. “The guys
really came together. The guys

really responded and played their
best basketball of the season in the
tournament.”
Leading the way for Alma was
a special group of seniors that was
comprised of Brec Alward, Jaiden
Betts, Isaiah Castillo, Drew Humm,
Jacob Omans, Marcus Owens Jr. and
Cam Sutherland.
Three of the seniors, Alward,
Humm and Sutherland, came up
to the varsity team for the district
tournament as freshmen. Together,
the seniors were part of seven championships during their high school
careers. Alma won four district titles,
two conference titles and one regional championship.
“These guys worked together over
10 years building up to this season,”
Cleveland said. “Their goal was to
get to the Breslin Center and they fell
just one game short.”
While the seniors played a big
part in Alma’s success, what the team
accomplished this season was a total-team effort. Juniors Brice Austin,
Case Martin, Drake Martin, and

Liam Wert along with sophomores
Paul Gadde and Andrew Omans all
made major contributions during
the season and the tournament run.
“We had a lot of guys doing different things,” Cleveland said. “The
whole of this team was really more
than the sum of the parts.”
“Case Martin emerged as one of
our go-to guys this year,” Cleveland
said. “Brice Austin went from a small
role last year to a big role this year.
Marcus Owens Jr. had a great season
playing anywhere from point guard
to the post and our sophomores Paul
Gadde and Andrew Omans made
some big contributions during our
tournament run.”
Finishing the season with an
19-4 overall record, this year’s Alma
team made a major impact on the
community and for the game of
basketball in Alma.
“Playing the regional on our home
court was obviously an advantage,
but the beautiful thing was that all
our younger kids got to see us beat
Bridgeport and Flint Powers. They

Mid-Michigan

Dental Excellence

The Alma basketball team celebrates with the regional
trophy following a 42-40 win against Flint Powers Catholic.
were there celebrating with us on
the floor. During the celebration on
the floor I saw kids from our youth
basketball league all the way down
to first and second grade celebrating with our players. It showed the
young kids what can be accomplished in the future.”
That future looks bright for Alma.
Along with six players due back next
season, Alma’s junior varsity team

Now 2 Locations To
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306 North State Street
Alma, MI 48801
(989) 463 - 4036

117 South Kinney Ave
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
(989) 773 - 2133

www.midmichigandental excellence.com • Find us on Facebook!

lost just three games this season
while Alma’s freshman team lost just
two games.
“I’m really excited about the future
both next year and beyond,” Cleveland said. “The guys are going to
have to put in the time and work in
the offseason. That was the big thing
with this group, they were willing
to put in the time and effort in the
offseason to be successful.”
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Fowler’s Dream Season
Ends In State Semifinal
John Raffel
Sports Scene
Fowler’s girls basketball team finished
fifth in the Central Michigan Athletic
Conference, which included the likes of state
champion Pewamo-Westphalia.
But in the Division 4 playoffs, the Eagles
were incredibly impressive, rolling to a
5-0 record and handily defeating Saginaw
Michigan Lutheran Seminary (49-29) for a
regional title and Gaylord St. Mary (48-34)
for a quarterfinal victory.
But it all ended against the eventual state
champion, Adrian Lenawee Christian, in
the state semifinal on March 19 at Calvin
College 57-37.

halftime and
cruised to the
win from there.

Kalani Koenigsknecht had
a strong game
against Lenawee Christian with 4-of-8 shooting from the floor and 10 points. Sara Veale
added eight points and Alyssa Vandegriff
had six.
The season ended for coach Nathan Goerge and Fowler at 17-8.
“We didn’t execute like I was hoping,”
Goerge said. “We had some mental lapses and breakdowns against an extremely
talented bunch. The girls fought back in the
second half. We weren’t hitting shots like
we normally do. This can’t happen against a
team like we played.”
It was still a remarkable season for Fowler.
Goerge’s 8-year coaching record was 81-95
coming into this season.

Lenawee Christian had a 41-18 lead at

Haslett’s Impressive Girls Basketball
Run Ends In State Semifinal Round
John Raffel
Sports Scene
Haslett’s memorable run in the state playoffs came to a thumping halt on March 19
in a Division 2 semifinal with a 70-43 loss to
eventual state champion Detroit Edison.
Haslett trailed 30-16 at halftime and 51-27
after the third quarter. The Vikings found it
tough to stop Miss Basketball Rickea Jackson, who was 11-of-17 from the floor and
had 26 points.
The season ended for the Vikings at 19-7.
Ella McKinney had a big day in the semifi-

nals with 15 points. They were a modest 13-6
after the regular season but won six playoff
games before falling to Edison.
“I thought we battled,” Haslett coach Ross
Baker said. “We competed for all 32 minutes.
Edison is very good and very well coached.
(Jackson) is pretty special. But I’m proud of
our girls. This was an incredible run and a
very special season.”
“Our eighth grade year was when Haslett
was in the championship, ” Ella McKinney
said. “As freshmen, we thought we could
make a run, but we got a tough draw. We’ve
had fire to push ourselves in the postseason.
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Girls Basketball Teams’ Perfect
Season Ends In Regional Finals

“Two years ago, we didn’t even
have a JV team,” he said. “Our
numbers were really low and I had
to make some tough decisions. I
told them if you trust the process,
good things will happen. They
stuck with me and this program
and I’m happy they got to experience it. It’s been a long journey for
them.

John Raffel
Sports Scene
It’s super tough being undefeated and losing the final game of the
season playoffs.

“(Calvin College) is where we
came for team camp. We had a
heckuva couple days and I told my
defensive coach we were so aggressive defensively so we changed our
scheme. That’s when I knew we
had a special group. Granted we
play in the toughest Division 3-4
conference in the state. I knew we
might take some lumps during the
season.”

Count the Hemlock Huskies in
that category.

Fowler coach Nathan Goerge answers
questions from the media after his
team’s loss in the state semifinals.
‘I wouldn’t want to be in any other conference,” Goerge said. “We’re really battle tested.
I have some seniors but we’re a relatively
young group. This environment was huge for
them.”

“We played some really tough teams,”
Maddie Veale said.

The Huskies were 24-0 entering
the girls basketball regional finals
on March 13. But they lost 40-35 to
Flint Hamady, which advanced to
the state title game against Pewamo-Westphalia.
“We got off to a slow start,”
Hemlock coach Scott Neumeyer
said. :They got up 11-0 on us. They
hit some shots they knocked down
the first few minutes of the game
as we started slowly chipping away

as we got more comfortable. The
second half, we picked up the defensive effort and were able to turn
them over.
“We cut it down to two points
with a couple of minutes to go
but missed a few shots down the
stretch. They hit some free throws
to seal the game. I’m proud of how
hard we fought back.”
Katy Snyder led Hemlock with
10 points. Olivia Watson had nine
points. Sydney Peake added seven
points.
“We came into the season hoping to have a successful season,”
Neumeyer said. “I don’t think we
imagined (24-0). The kids kept getting better and better. A undefeated

11

regular season, a second straight
conference title and a third straight
district title are achievements a lot
of people would take in a heartbeat. It’s a great group of kids who
came to work every single day.”
Snyder and Watson are two key
graduating seniors.
“We have some good talent coming up,” Neumeyer said. “We hope
to go further next year. We’ll have
to have some good hard work in
the offseason.”
Central Montcalm
The Green Hornets were another
team which suffered its first loss
of the season in the regional finals
59-51. Libby Ledford had seven
3-pointers and 23 points for the
Hornets, who end the season at
23-1.
Other teams which had their
seasons end in the regional finals
were Midland Dow. Portland St.
Patrick and Saginaw Michigan
Lutheran Seminary.

Katy Snyder dribbles the ball down court
for Hemlock during the regular season.

This year, we knew we had a special team.
Being the leaders, we wanted to carry our
team as far as we can. This was something
special we’ll never forget being here and
playing against a great team.”

Ithaca Student Honored
John Raffel
Sports Scene

A 44-42 win over Williamston for the
district title was a major moment.

Alexander VanDeWeghe (center) of
Ithaca High School was honored as a
recipient of the Michigan High School
Athletic Association’s Scholar-Athlete Award at the 2019 MHSAA Boys
Basketball Finals at the Jack Breslin
Student Events Center in East Lansing
on March 16. Shown with VanDeWeghe
are (from left): Don Simon, chief executive officer for Farm Bureau Insurance,

A tight 46-44 win over Chelsea gave the
Vikings a chance to sneak into the semifinals.
“We felt we had to knock down some
shots,” Baker said. “We set a school record in
a year for the most 3-point shots made. We
had good looks. If we hit a couple of those
early maybe we would have gotten more
momentum. We handled their pressure.
They’re long. We were competitive on the
glass. They’re a really good team.
“We’d love to be back but replace those
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Haslett coach Ross Baker talks
to the media after his team’s
semifinal loss to Detroit Edison.
two seniors (McKinney and Hannah Holman). Their leadership is why they’re here.”

and Mark Uyl, executive director of the
MHSAA. VanDeWeghe will receive a
$1,000 scholarship from Farm Bureau
Insurance to be used at the institution
of higher learning he attends this fall.
Farm Bureau Insurance awarded 32
scholarships, proportionately by school
classification, to students with a 3.50
or higher (on a 4.0 scale) grade point
average who have previously lettered
in at least one sport in which postseason competition is sponsored by the
MHSAA.

McKinney will be playing college basketball at Hope College.
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Area Boys Basketball Teams Turn In
Memorable State Tournament Runs
Greg Chrapek
Sports Scene

Area boys basketball teams closed out
the season with some memorable state
tournament runs highlighted by PewamoWestphalia’s state title in Division 3 and
Alma’s run to the state quarterfinals in
Division 2. Following is a recap of more
area teams that turned in big runs in the
tournament.
DIVISION 1
Okemos: The Chiefs capped a memorable
season by reaching the Division 1 state
semifinals where they fell to Detroit U-of-D
Jesuit. Led by all-staters Evan Thomas
and Noah Pruitt, Okemos defeated East
Kentwood 50-45 in the state quarterfinals.
Thomas and Pruitt, who were joined on the
all-conference team by Fabian Leone and
Zach Hatfield, won the regional title with
a 39-34 victory against DeWitt and claimed
the district title with a 65-53 win against
Lansing Everett.

Saginaw: The Trojans were a force in
the state tournament as they stunned Mt
Pleasant 63-52 in the district title game.
Saginaw followed up that effort with a 82-70
overtime win against Grand Blanc in the
regional semifinals and a 66-52 win against
Midland in the regional title game. Junior
guard Sir’Real Smith earned first-team,
all-state honors as he averaged 22 points
per game while Freddie McIntosh earned
honorable-mention honors for Saginaw
which fell to Howell 57-56 in the state
quarterfinals.
DeWitt: The Panthers won a district
championship by stopping Lansing Waverly
57-43 in the district finals. DeWitt opened
the regional with a 51-38 win against
Mattawan before falling to Okemos in the
regional finals. Nathan Flannery and Isaac
Hungerford both earned all-conference
honors for DeWitt while Mason Gilbert
earned honorable-mention honors.
Midland: Led by Isaiah Bridges, who
earned honorable-mention, all-state honors,
Midland won a district championship.
Midland stopped
Marquette 49-26 in the
regional before falling to
Saginaw in the regional
title game.
DIVISION 2
Haslett: The Vikings
pulled one of the
memorable upsets of
the state tournament
with a 36-33 win against
Williamston in the
district finals. Haslett
continued its storybook
season with a 72-55 win
against Marshall in the
regional semifinals and
then defeated Parma
Western 64-52 in the
regional title game. Led
by honorable-mention,
all-stater Mitchell
Mowid and fellow allconference honorees Ty
Andrades and Blake
Lampman, Haslett fell
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Braxton Seida, Jamison Ward Lead Carson
City-Crystal At Individual Wrestling Finals
Greg Chrapek
Sports Scene

A week after reaching the team
state finals and pushing eventual
state champion Hudson to the limit, Carson City-Crystal wrestlers
turned in a big weekend at the
Division 4 individual state finals at
Ford Field in Detroit.
A total of eight Eagles earned
all-state honors at the final led by
senior Braxton Seida and junior
Jamison Ward who claimed individual state championships.

DIVISION 3
Sanford-Meridian: Led
by Lucas Lueder, who
earned honorable-mention, all-state honors,
the Mustangs reached the state quarterfinals
where they dropped a 61-56 decision to
eventual state runner-up Iron Mountain.
Sanford-Meridian defeated Oscoda 65-44 in
the regional finals after an 80-56 win against
Manton. The Mustangs won the district title
with a 57-41 win against Beaverton.
Dansville: Led by Central Michigan-bound
senior Caleb Hodgson, Dansville defeated
Bath to win the district title and opened the
regional with a 68-58 win against Adrian
Madison. Hodgson averaged 23 points,
16.1 rebounds and 5.3 blocked shots for the
Aggies who fell to Hanover-Horton in the
regional title game.
Ithaca: The Yellowjackets captured a
district title with a 52-22 win against New
Lothrop. Ithaca’s season came to an end
with a dramatic 63-60 loss in overtime to
Unionville-Sebewaing.

The Okemos boys basketball team
reached the Division 1 state semifinals.

Seida made his last high school
match a memorable one with a 4-2
decision over Brayden Randolph of

Clinton to win the 160-pound title.

“Braxton is truly one of the
toughest kids I have ever coached,”
said Carson City-Crystal coach
Kacy Datema. “He is fearless and
has a mindset that he can beat anyone. I think he may actually be able
too. He can take you down from
any position and is very dangerous
if he gets you in a front headlock
situation.”
A three-time, state placer, Seida
finished his career with 196 total
wins.
“Braxton has been a very big
part of this team over the last four
years,” Datema said. “He is a natu-

Beal City: Led by honorable-mention, allstaters Logan Chilman and Seth Schafer,
Beal City won a district title with a 42-36
win against McBain before falling to Oscoda
in the regional semifinals.
DIVISION 4
Big Rapids Crossroads: The Cougars turned
in a memorable season reaching the state
quarterfinals where they dropped a 53-51
decision to Frankfort in overtime. Led by allstate guard Britton Angell, who averaged 26
points per game, Crossroads defeated Fulton
in the regional finals and edged Mt. Pleasant
Sacred Heart 55-52 in the district title game.
Fulton-Middleton: After going 8-10 in
the regular season, the Pirates went on a
roll in the tournament. Fulton won three
district games capped by a 53-51 win against
Saginaw Nouvel in the district title game.
Fulton stopped Mio 53-42 in the regional
before falling to Big Rapids Crossroads 49-44
in the regional title game.
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“Jamison winning a title this
year as a junior is an amazing
accomplishment,” Datema said.
“He is a strong kid. Jamison is very
hard to score on and has a quick
offense. He has a gas tank on him
that never empties.”
Ward finished the season with a
53-1 record. During his three years
on the varsity he has 164 wins and
is a three-time, state placer.

Nolan Datema finished his
career with 186 total wins and was
a three-time, state placer.
“Nolan had a great season and
career,” said coach Datema. “He
lost to the defending state champ
and wrestled a great tournament.”
Shepler wrapped up his career
with 167 wins and was a threetime, state placer.

Lansing
526 S. Creyts Rd.
Suite C.
517-489-2257

“Daryn was always a threat to
anyone who wrestled him,” Datema
said. “He was very dangerous on
top and an excellent leg rider.”

Boat / Umbrella

Smith totaled 177 wins for his
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Ward claimed the 130-pound
state title with a 2-0 win over Jacob
Shelby of Manchester.

Along with the two state champions, senior Nolan Datema placed
second, sophomore Jaron Johnson
took third place, seniors Caleb
Collins, Daryn Shepler and Daniel
Smith placed fifth and junior Brian
Yeakey placed seventh.

Rich and Louanne Kingsley
800-783-0817

St. Johns
1000 E. Stugis St
Suite 12
989-224-3505

Ward caps junior season with
state title

Six Eagles add all-state honors

Kingsley Insurance Group
Alma
116 W. Superior Street
Suite 1
989-463-5347

ral leader and does so by example.
He encourages our inexperienced
wrestlers to work to get better.
Braxton is positive and tends to
build his teammates up.”

“Jamison is a great kid,” Datema
said. “He is a great practice partner
in the room. He works hard and
sets a pace for others to keep up
with. He is definitely an asset to the
program and has set himself up to
possibly be the most winning wrestler to graduate from Carson.”

The Ithaca boys basketball team defeated New
Lothrop to win the Division 3 district title.

Doug Belles
Manager

13

Carson
City
Presents
Wrestling state champs

to eventual state runnerup River Rough in the
state quarterfinals.
Ionia: Senior guard
Brady Swinehart
capped a big senior
season for Ionia by
leading the Bulldogs
to a 53-40 win against
Portland in the district
championship game
before falling to Parma
Western in the regional.
Swinehart earned
all-state honors this
season as he scored
a school-record 515
points. Swinehart,
who was joined on the
all-conference team
by teammates Nick
Szymanski and Darius
Taylor, averaged 21.5
points per game along
with 2.3 assists per
game.
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Jamison Ward, Carson City-Crystal
career and was a two-time, state
placer.
“Daniel is a tough kid,” Datema
said. “He is very strong and very
hard to score on. He is also very
coachable and willing to do anything for the team.”
After wining 39 matches as a
junior, Collins improved to 53 wins
this year.
“Caleb made very big improvements from when he arrived in
Carson a year ago,” Datema said.
“He spent a lot of hours in the
offseason working on making
improvements and the results have
showed. He was a wonderful kid to
have on the team.”
Yeakey, a junior, is a two-time,

Braxton Seida, Carson City-Crystal

Choose Wisely. Choose Sparrow.
Making the right decision is important. Especially when it comes to your health. Sparrow is a leader in every
major area of care. Choosing Sparrow means getting clinical expertise, exceptional nurses and breakthrough
treatments, unavailable anywhere else in the region. Call 1.800.Sparrow to find your Sparrow Physician today.

Sparrow.org/SparrowCarson • 989.584.3131

state placer who had totaled 141
wins his first three years of high
school.
“Brian is a great kid and will surprise you at times,” Datema said.
“He is capable of beating anyone
and will certainly go after everyone. I believe he will be in the hunt
for a finals appearance next year.”
A two-time, state placer, Johnson finished his sophomore season
with a 48-7 record.
“Jaron probably has put himself
in a position to be in contention
to be a two-time, state champion,”
Datema said. “He finished third
this year in a very tough weight
and a very tough district and
region. Look for great things out of
Jaron in the next two years.”

High School Sports Scene - Keeping Kids In The News

Page 14 - March - April, 2019

Career Win Number 200 Comes With
Huge Dividends For Trevor Robinson
Greg Chrapek
Sports Scene

in that club is pretty amazing.”

For a high school wrestler,
winning the 200th-match of a career
is a memorable achievement. For
Shepherd senior Trevor Robinson,
winning match number 200 not only
came with a candle on the cake, it
came with the whole cake.
Robinson recorded win number
200 in the last match of his career,
which also happened to be on the
floor of Ford Field in the 145-pound
championship match of the 2019
Division 3 individual state finals.
Robinson earned the title with an
exclamation mark as he won by pin
in 4:42 against Max Halstead of Gaylord. In the process, Robinson also
became just the second wrestler in
Shepherd history to be a four-time,
state placer.
“It felt pretty special,” Robinson
said. “To be one of only two wrestlers

Robinson was making his third
appearance in a state championship
match of his career. A state runner-up as a freshman
and a junior, Robinson was not to be denied in his final high
school match. Instead
of feeling an increase
in pressure in his final
attempt at a state title,
Robinson came in
feeling confident.
“This was my third
time in the finals and
I felt I should be on
top of the podium,”
Robinson said. “I
felt good coming in. It was a dream
come true.”
Robinson, who will wrestle in
college at Olivet College, also played
a key role in Shepherd qualifying for

Owen Guilford Wins Back-To-Back State
Titles Capping Perfect Senior Season
Greg Chrapek
Sports Scene

the team state finals this season. A
focus on the team played a role in
Robinson’s success this season.
“Trevor put the team first,” said
Shepherd coach B.J.
Cline. “He saw the
bigger picture and
what the team could
accomplish and what
he could accomplish.
He believed in the
bigger picture and it
worked out for him.”
Robinson began
preparing for the
wrestling season soon
after placing second
last year.
“I wrestled freestyle and Greco all
summer and fall,” Robinson said. “I
sharpened all my tools during the
summer and fall.”
Robinson’s impact on the Shepherd wrestling program will be felt

It was a historic end to a memorable for Portland senior Owen
Guilford. An individual state
champion last year, Guilford made
Portland wrestling history when he
became the first wrestler in school
history to win back-to-back state

Along with individual accomplishments, Wolford helped New
Lothrop to a state championship, two
state runner-up finishes and four
regional titles.

Despite having a target on his ball
all season, New Lothrop senior Austin Wolford was not to be denied.
A week after helping New Lothrop
reach the team state semifinals, Wolford closed out his career by winning
his second straight individual state
title.
A four-time, all-state wrestler,
Wolford won back-to-back state
titles after placing fifth and fourth as
a freshman and sophomore.
“It feels great,” Wolford said. “I
went into the tournament with a target on my back. There were so many
upsets and I could’ve been upset. I
remained focused and kept driving
to the last match.”

“I would say that Austin’s fouryear career at New Lothrop was exceptional,” said New Lothrop coach
Jeff Campbell. “Austin winning a
second state title was terrific. It is always great to see a guy that works so
hard achieve his goals. It can be very
difficult to win the second title when
you feel the pressure of everyone
chasing you.”
Wolford finished the season with a
38-3 record. For his career he turned
in a 168-31 overall record.
“Several factors play a role in
Austin being so successful as a wrestler,” said Campbell. “Work ethic is
number one. Austin works very hard
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championships.

Guilford won the 171-pound title
in Division 3 with a second-period fall against Dillon Kroening of
Gladwin. Not only did Guilford win
a second-straight state title, but he
finished his senior season with a
perfect 48-0 overall record.
“It was an awesome moment

Shepherd senior Trevor Robinson not only won an individual wrestling
title this season, but ended his high school career with 200 wins.
turned in a memorable tournament
as he placed fourth in the 119-pound
weight class in Division 3. Clark
turned in a 30-9 overall record this
season.

for years.
“What Trevor accomplished
during his career lets the upcoming
wrestlers see what they can accomplish,” Cline said. “A lot of kids in
Shepherd look up to him.”
Career win number 200 comes
with huge dividends for Trevor
Robinson
Shepherd sophomore Lance Clark

winning a second state title and
being able to celebrate with my
teammates,” Guilford said. “We had
a lot of fun this season. We qualified
six guys for individual state and that
made it really special.”
Including his
teammates and being
a team-first wrestler
has been just as impactful as all the wins
Guilford supplied the
team. Winner of the
coaches’ award this
season, Guilford’s
character is just as
impressive as his
wrestling skills.
“Owen’s moral
character is outstanding,” said Portland coach Mark Holdren. “He is a
wonderful young man and represen-

“Lance bought into the program
and it worked out for him,” Cline
said. “He put the time in in the room
and he deserved it. He came in
ready to go and wrestled a real good
tournament.”

Individual Wrestling State Placers
DIVISION 1
BAY CITY CENTRAL
Mason Schumacher, Sr. 44-5 7th 215
BAY CITY WESTERN
Vic Schoenherr, Sr. 49-1 2nd 145
GRAND LEDGE
Brady Riggs, SR. 46-2 5th 285
HOLT
Colby Deberry, Sr. 36-5 3rd 160
Dylan Phelps, Jr. 37-8 4th 125
Zach Platte, So. 32-12 8th 103
MIDLAND
Sam Hine, Sr. 37-11 7th 189

in practice as well as in the off season. He is also a very strong athlete.
Austin also comes from a very tightknit family that has instilled in him
a will to be successful in everything
he does.”
Wolford one of six New Lothrop
all-staters
Wolford was one of six New
Lothrop wrestlers to earn all-state
honors. Senior Logan Zell placed
second while senior Micah Poletti
placed sixth at 140 pounds.
“Logan has always come up huge
for the team winning matches at the
team state,” Campbell said. “I was
very happy to see him close out his
career at New Lothrop with such a
successful individual state tournament. Micah really developed into a
leader his final year with us. I was so
excited when he made the semifinals

New Lothrop’s Austin Wolford repeats as
state champ despite target on his back.
“I am extremely proud of all
our all-state wrestlers,” Campbell
Quick Lane
said. “Andrew had a terrific state
tournament. Cam and Alex hadTire & Auto
amazing seasons in very competitive
weight classes. I am very proud of all
Krapohl
of them.”

and became an all-state wrestler.”
Sophomore Andrew Krupp
placed fifth at 112 pounds, freshman
Alex Wolford placed seventh at 119
pounds and sophomore Cam Orr
placed sixth at 189 pounds.
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DIVISION 2
DEWITT
Tyler Brandt, Jr. 36-15 8th 145
Quenten Hall, Sr. 34-6 7th 152
Chandler Murton, So. 36-10 5th 189
EATON RAPIDS
Hayden Campbell, Sr. 31-12 4th 130
Robert Davids, So. 38-12 6th 112
Caleb Fish Jr. 44-1 1st 145
Chad Haynes, Jr. 12-4 5th 140

989-875-4261
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SERVICE
CENTER

Chris Haynes, Jr. 39-7 6th 135
HASLETT
Kalif Kavanagh, Jr. 43-9 8th 125
LANSING EASTERN
Manuel Leija, Jr. 43-4 3rd 112
LOWELL
Austin Boone Jr. 31-4 1st 152
Doak Dean, So. 39-6 7th 145
Tyler Delooff, Jr. 36-8 5th 285
James Fotis, Jr. 20-5 5th 145
Jeff Leach, Sr. 27-11 4th 135
Jacob Lee, So. 31-16 5th 160
Avry Mutschler, Sr. 37-2 1st 140
Ramsy Mutschler, Fr. 32-10 4th 103
MASON
Tanner Miller, Jr. 44-7 5th 130
MT. PLEASANT
Darren Wilson, Sr. 46-6 4th 119
OWOSSO
Colton Blaha, Jr. 51-5 3rd 152
ST. JOHNS
Jacob Brya, Fr. 42-2 1st 103
Kaleob Whitford Sr. 42-2 1st 130

DIVISION 3
ALMA
Dametrius Castillo, So. 35-7 8th 119
Jarrett Ferman, Jr. 38-4 3rd 135
Justin Vanblaricum, Jr. 33-11 5th 152
CHESANING
Jordan Rodriguez (Chesaning) Jr. 44-4
7th 103
CHIPPEWA HILLS
Carson Hayes, So. 38-13 8th 125
Mason Hayes, Sr. 44-4 6th 140
Bray Haynes, Sr. 41-11 5th 135
Colby Roosa, So. 39-5 6th 285
CLARE
Kyle Schaaf, Sr. 46-6 5th 125
Colt Smedley, Jr. 45-5 4th 140
CORUNNA
Ty Anderson, Jr. 45-5 5th 140
DURAND
Brock Holek, So. 37-12 4th 130
Sayer Robinson, Sr. 40-16 7th 189
FARWELL
Jay Thrush, Sr. 41-7 6th 215

On the mat, Guilford has been
as successful as any wrestler in the
state the past two years. Along with
two state titles, Guilford turned in an
88-1 record as a junior and senior.

“We have a terrific coaching staff
in Portland,” Guilford said. “They
helped me so much to get to where I
am. I also have had great teammates
who pushed me. I’m very thankful
to the Portland community and all
the tremendous support. They travel
well and in every sport we have, the
fans are there all the time for us. It’s
been a great senior year.”

“Owen had a tough
road to go this year,”
Holdren said. “Everybody came at him.
Being a defending
state champion and
undefeated this year,
everyone came after
him.”
A multi-sport athlete, Guilford’s senior
year began with him
helping the Raiders
reach the state finals
in football. A standout football
player, Guilford is also an excellent
student with a 3.7 grade-point aver-

FREELAND
Tyler Tomasek, So. 31-12 8th 130
MONTROSE
Griffin Barnette, Jr. 52-6 4th 285
Jake Elasivich, So. 50-7 1st 119
Jake Kalakay, Jr. 41-9 7th 171
OVID-ELSIE
David Hammond, Sr. 43-6 4th 145
PORTLAND
Owen Guilford, Sr. 48-0 1st 171
Caiden Pelc, Fr. 42-13 6th 112
SANFORD-MERIDIAN
Nick Dodman, So. 43-13 8th 135
Jimmy Miron, Jr. 36-16 8th 189
SHEPHERD
Lance Clark, So. 30-9 4th 119
Trevor Robinson (Shepherd) Sr. 42-4
2nd 135
WILLIAMSTON
Luke Mahaney, So. 33-8 2nd 130
Zach Painter, Fr. 38-7 4th 215
DIVISION 4
BEAVERTON
Jacob Cassiday, Jr. 47-8 5th 160
Kyle Cassiday, Sr. 51-2 2nd 189
Jack Owens, Sr. 47-10 3rd 171
Brandon Shearer, Sr. 42-17 8th 152

KRAPOHL

com

YOUR GATEWAY TO THE NORTH SUPERSTORE!

Guilford is quick to credit his
coaches, teammates and the entire
Portland community for their
support.

Portland freshman earns allstate honors
Portland freshman Caiden Pelc
made a memorable debut at the
Division 3 state tournament as he
placed sixth at 112 pounds. Pelc
finished his freshman season with a
42-13 record.
Seniors Kyle Hinds (160 pounds)
and Zac Fedewa (285), junior Jared
Thelen (130) and freshman Trent
Trierweiler (125) also competed at
the individual state finals for the
Raiders.
CARSON CITY-CRYSTAL
Nolan Datema, Sr. 51-2 2nd 112
Caled Collins, Sr. 53-6 5th 152
Jaron Johnson, So. 48-7 3rd 125
Braxton Seida, Sr. 47-2 1st 160
Daryn Shepler, Sr. 44-9 5th 135
Daniel Smith, Sr. 51-4 5th 189
Jamison Ward, Jr. 53-1 1st 130
Brian Yeakey, Jr. 49-6 7th 215
DANSVILLE
Logan Kehres, Jr. 17-5 7th 130
EDMORE-MONTABELLA
David Shattuck, Jr. 36-6 4th 145
NEW LOTHROP
Andrew Krupp, So. 30-21 5th 112
Camden Orr, So. 42-12 6th 189
Micah Poletti, Sr. 34-20 6th 140
Alex Wolford, Fr. 31-12 7th 119
Austin Wolford, Sr. 38-3 1st 145
Logan Zell, Sr. 36-14 2nd 135
ST. CHARLES
Isaiah Mullins, Fr. 37-5 5th 103
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age and has committed to wrestle in
college at Olivet College.

Serving You
Since 1950
www.krapohlford.

March - April, 2019 - Page

tative of our team. He’s a role model
for the younger kids in the program.
He works with our middle school
kids talking to them and working
with them. The kids really appreciate
how he does things.”

Portland senior Owen Guilford won his second
consecutive individual state championship and
finished the season with a perfect 48-0 record.

New Lothrop Senior Austin Wolford Captured
His Second Straight Individual State Title
Greg Chrapek
Sports Scene
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Jacob Brya, Kaleob Whitford Bring
State Titles Home To St. Johns
Greg Chrapek
Sports Scene

It was an impressive debut and
a memorable finish for a pair of St.
Johns wrestlers at the Division 2
individual wrestling championships.
Senior Kaleob Whitford capped
his career by winning an individual
state title in his third trip to the finals
while St. Johns freshman Jacob Brya
won a state championship in his first
trip to Ford Field in Detroit.

St. Johns wrestlers Jacob Brya (left)
and Kaleob Whitford (right) both
won individual state titles at the
Division 2 individual state finals at
Ford Field.

Whitford won the 130-pound
state title with a 6-0 win against Nate
Young of Holly in the championship
match. Whitford finished the season
with a 42-2 record.
“Kaleob has worked so hard and
is so deserving of becoming a state
champion,” said St. Johns coach Derek Phillips. “He has been laser-fo-

cused all year on doing the right
things to accomplish his goals.”

Brya recorded a pair of pins and a
decision along the way.

A third-place finisher last year,
Whiford placed fifth as a sophomore
as he finishes his career as a threetime, all-state wrestler.

“Jacob has shown his toughness
over and over again,” Phillips said.
“Even though he is a freshman, he is
very seasoned and does a great job
staying calm and performing up to
his full potential.”

“Kaleob never lost sight of what
he needs to do,” Phillips said. “He
understands the sport and is very
technical. Kaleob is a born leader.
For four years he has always been
there to help his fellow teammates
improve and lead by example with
his work ethic.”

www.highschoolsportsscene.com

When her team won the Division 4
regional championship in late February,
Pewamo-Westphalia coach Staci Myers
was confident something special was about
to happen.
“They were motivated to go back to
state finals this year,” Myers said after the
regional win. “They received first at districts and regionals this year and they were
just ecstatic with that outcome. Last year
they got eighth place at state finals and
they want higher this year. They have been
working so hard this year and we are hoping to place in the top 5, but their ultimate
goal would to get the third mitten and
bring home that state title.” It happened
the way Myers had hoped a week later at
the Delta Plex in Grand Rapids, when the
Pirates celebrate the school’s ninth state
cheerleading title.

“Jacob wrestles with a flow that is
hard to replicate,” Phillips said. “He is
very good at chain wrestling, moving
from one move to another and
takes whatever his opponent gives
him. I have no doubt that Jacob will
continue to improve for as long as he
is competing. He is always looking to
improve his craft and wants the best
competition at all times.”

Brya capped an impressive freshman season with four big wins at the
finals. Along with a 9-2 win against
Jamison Zimmerman of Niles in the
championship match at 103 pounds,

“It’s even sweeter this year because I

Austin Boone, Avry Mutschler Win
Individual State Titles For Lowell Wrestling
Greg Chrapek
Sports Scene

sophomore and second last year.
This year he was not to be denied.

weekend for the Lowell wrestling
team at the Division 2 individual
state finals at Ford Field in Detroit.

With a pair of state champions
and six more wrestlers earning
all-state honors, it was a productive

Lowell senior Avry Mutschler
closed out his high school career by
winning an elusive state championship while junior Austin Boone
claimed his third state title setting
himself up for a possible fourth individual state title next March.
Mutschler won the 140-pound
state title with a 5-2 decision over
Nick Matusko of Chelsea. With the
win Mutschler finished the season
with a 37-2 record.
“Avry is a kid that will wrestle
everybody and anybody,” said Lowell
coach RJ Boudro. “He doesn’t shy
away from competition. Last year he
built a lead but lost in the finals. This
year he had the lead and added to it
with a throw late in the match.”
Mutschler, who is committed to
wrestle in college at Kent State, is a
four-time, state placer who placed
fourth as a freshman, third as a

“Those last 30 seconds, every year
that I’m here, I tend to quit wrestling
and I start hanging on and that’s
when bad things happen,” Mutschler
said. “I kept trying to remind myself,
`You have to keep going forward,
you have to keep moving your feet,
you have to keep hand fighting.”
Boone clinches third state title
with pin
For Austin Boone, closing out
matches is a specialty. This year
Boone notched two pins and a major
decision enroute to the title where he
pinned Devin Spears of Melvindale
in the second period.
“Austin won his third championship and it doesn’t seem like people
made a big deal out of it,” Boudro
said. “I think it is because Austin
makes it look pretty darn easy. He
is a wrestler who wrestles the best
competition he can. He’s focused
on winning and he does not take

Pewawo-Westphalia Girls
Claim Ninth Cheerleading Title

John Raffel
Sports Scene

A successful wrestler in elementary school and junior high school,
Brya compiled a 42-2 record as a
freshman.

Brya shows poise in winning title
in first trip to final
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Girls on the team are: Miya Beech,
Isabella Droste, Olivia Ferguson, Esmeralda Gonzalez, Paige Hengesbach, Amalie
Hilligsoe, Rachel Kent, Halie Myers, Ellie
Pohl, Lindsey Pohl, Olivia Richards, Kelsey
Russell, Ella Simon, Ella Smith, Anna Spitzley, Emma Stabor, Emma Thelen, Laura
Thelen and Cierra Van Ellis.
P-W trimmed second-place Hudson by
a razor-thin margin 780.42 to 780.06.
Ferguson is one of five seniors on the
team.
“This has been one of the biggest goals
of my entire life and I could not wait to feel
that feeling,” she said. “I’m feeling it, I’m
just speechless.
“After round 3, we always know we can
take that top spot.”

In the second round, Meridian vaulted
into first place with a 462.08 score. Hudson
was second at 460.96 and P-W third at
460.12
In round 3, featuring stunts and mounts,
the Pirates came through with 320.30 to
nose out Hudson.
It’s the school’s ninth state title in the
sport but first since 2010 and the third
during Myers coaching tenure.
“We had a very exciting round 3,” Myers
said. “We had two major flipover stunts
that were one of the big things we’ve done
this year. We have a really good round
three. They go out there and perform well.
They’re excited doing it. They hit it every
time. We knew if they could hit it and do it
flawlessly we could win.
“The other two rounds I thought were
very good, too. We told them to have three
solid rounds and they could win it.”

John Raffel
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With the win, Boone closed
out the season with a 31-4
record.
“Austin is just extremely
tough and extremely strong,”
Boudro said. “He is able to
wrestle in some high-pressure
situations and he does not
seem affected by pressure.”

Sanford Meridian cheerleaders took
fourth at the state meet.

Sanford Meridian had to settle for
fourth place at the Division 4 competitive
cheer state meet, which was disappointing
for the Mustangs, considering they entered
the third round in first place.

P-W girls perform at the state
meet and celebrated a title.

Young Red Arrows earn
all-state honors

The Mustangs had finished second in
2018 and were hopeful of taking first this
time.

“We wrestled pretty darn well,”
Boudro said. “Coming off winning
the team state the week before, it’s
not easy to do. A lot goes into winning a team state and coming off that
takes a lot out of you.”

years in a row. They did a good job in
round 1. We had some upsets in round 3.
But I’m proud of them. They did a good
job.”

Breckenridge brought back a team this
season, which placed sixth at the state
meet.

“I was super pleased with what they put
on the mat,” coach Nicki Smith said. “It’s a
Girls for SM were Katie Blanchard,
1916, Auto-Owners
your
young team and we and
didn’t have
a team last
McKenna Burns, TirahSince
Doud. Aubrey
year.” Round 2 was the team’s best round at
Erskine, Tori Luptowski, Jade McRoberts,
local
independent
agent
have
the state meet.
Elizabeth Melci, Alivia Morgan, Lexy
North, Becky O’Dell, Dalaynie
O’Hare,
been
there
when
it matters
most.
“Round
2 was a struggle
for us at the
Jacqueline Poston, Tana Spangler, Summer
beginning of the season,” Smith said. “It
Storms, Reese Wallance and Libby Wildclicked and came together at the right
fong.
time.”

Trusted for generations...
The Mustangs didn’t have their best performance in round 3 and Pewamo-Westphalia took the title.

Avry Mutschler, Lowell

“It’s sad,” SM coach Val Mackenzie
smiled. “My girls did an awesome job
today. They came out in round 2 with the
highest score which we’ve had for two

“I’m graduating six this year,” Mackenzie
said. “This the first time I’ve graduated
girls in three years. I have a lot of good
girls coming up. There’s six junior high
girls coming up who can replace the
seniors.”

Performers for Breckenridge were Grace
Anderson, Isabella Breece, Amiah Cole,
Carmen Collins, Taylor Denyko, Kylie
Foster, Kyla Horman, Kaylee Lewis, Mackenzie Mayle, Olivia Mayle, Mianda Rohde,
Cassidy Smith and Katie Steinhaus.
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After the first round, Hudson was up
with 234.10, followed by P-W with 233.70.

Meridian Settles For Fourth
Place, Breckenridge Sixth

anything for granted.

Of Lowell’s six other all-state
wrestlers, all but one will be
returning next season. Senior
Jeff Leach wrapped up his
career by placing fourth at 135
pounds. Junior heavyweight
Tyler Delooff placed fifth
while junior James Fotis placed
fifth at 145 pounds. Sophomore
Jacob Lee took fifth at 160 pounds
with sophomore Doak Dean placing
seventh at 145 pounds. Freshman
Ramsy Mutschler placed fourth at
103 pounds.

have a daughter on the team,” Myers said,
referring to Halie Myers. “She’s a freshman.
We’ve called ourselves a family all year.
That just helps us.”
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Alma Cheer Coach Gains Honors
John Raffel
Sports Scene

Alma’s cheerleading squad made
a memorable appearance at the
state finals on March 2 at the Delta
Plex in Grand Rapids to conclude
a unique season for coach Laura
Capan, who was named all-district,
regional and all-state coach of the
year.
Alma wound up in eighth place
at the state meet among eight
teams but for Capan and her girls,
it was still a memorable performance.
“I am very proud of how this
team competed,” she said. “They
were strong and confident. They
never let the pressure get to them.
Our best round of the day was
round three. They exceeded all of
my expectations. Their energy and
fight never wavered. They don’t
give up. “We are losing four seniors that have a great work ethic.
They have set the bar high and
didn’t expect anything less from
their teammates. Next year looks
very promising. They are eager to
get back to state finals. They know
what it takes and have the drive
to do it. I am extremely proud of
my team, coaches, cheer families,
Alma administration and our

community. I am so thankful for
all the support.”

Alma cheerleaders were Hailey
Beebe, Riley Dickman, Emma
Ebeling, Christa Fomusek, Cornelia Gotaas, Julia Gotaas, Tristen
Hungerford, Karlie Kenny, Hannah
Miller, Karen Nguyen, Saila
Schilling, Embree Smith and Karen
Sutherland.
Charlotte had a strong performance with a fourth-place finish.
“Everything that happened
throughout the season has made
our team stronger a more confident,” coach Yvonne Ridge said.
“The passion, dedication and
determination this team exhibited
at state finals was truly amazing.
We are very proud to leave with
a fourth-place finish. All three
rounds were outstanding. Round
1 was full of excitement, motions
were tight, voices were heard over
the crowd and the jumps were
powerful. All our skills stuck
in Round 2 and the excitement
showed. This team of athletes have
been an honor to coach and are
absolutely amazing.
“The team put it all on the
mat. We are so incredibly proud
of what we have accomplished
together this season. The girls are

www.highschoolsportsscene.com

It was another big day for Rockford on Saturday, March 9, at the
individual state gymnastics meet.

Ridge is optimistic as she looks
ahead.

“Kerry White watched her
daughter cheer in high school and
college and knows the scorebook
and applies her cheer judging experience to help the team. Heather
Hammond watched her daughter
cheer in high school and college
and has a great eye for the little
details. The team is fortunate to
have such a great coaching staff
that is dedicated to make this an
amazing season for the Charlotte
varsity team.”
Girls for Charlotte were Brooklyn Baker, Mackenzie Bleisch, Erica
Brock, Madyson Conklin, Kendra

Cordell, Dakota Gerard, Luana
Gomes, Faye Green, Karlie Hicks,
Haley Hoyt, Elizabeth Lundy,
Zaraya Newth, Osa Ounsombath,
Christony Pena, Lynsey Peters,
Julia Philips, Cara Rankin, Moran
Seavolt, Meagan Treadwell and
Lauren Wietzke.

Rockford was the host school,
and Reagan Ammon took advantage of being at home with
winning the all-around title. She
had a final score of 36.675, to edge
Kacey Noseworthy of Farmington
at 36.200.

Alma cheerleaders perform
at the state meet.

Ammon won the uneven parallel bars and the balance beam. She

DeWitt and Cedar Springs both
put in strong efforts in the Division
2 state competitive cheer meet in
early March at the Delta Plex in
Grand Rapids.

Sophia Dault, Gabby Endres,
Olivia Endres, Olivia Esquivel,
Harlow Hovarter, Melody Hughes,
Rylee Kinzinger Alexis Lee, Elayna
Male, Emily Pierson, Paige Pierson,
Abbey Salisbury, Cory Shaffer, Nicole Skogster, Morgan Symon, Kia
Vanderkooi and Jasmine Zimmer.

While Gilbralter Carlson won
the event with a 791.40, Cedar
Springs was fifth with 771.24 and
DeWitt sixth with 768.00.

“I think we did really good,” Hovarter, a junior, said. “We’re excited
and hopefully we can get higher
next year.”

Cheerleaders for coach Anne
Olszewski’s Cedar Springs team
were: Sarah Adkison, Zoe Castor,

“We were all really excited,” Hovarter said. “We’re excited we made
it this far. Our goal is to get fourth
next year.”
Performers for coach Candace
Heskitt’s DeWitt team were Mallory Adcock, Ashley Austin, Hilary
Ballard, Kylie Beckner, Abby Bailey, Emma Bailey, Madailein Boyle,
Britney Buck, Aubrey Chamberlain, Caitlyn Clooney, Gabby
Cooney, Izzy Dominguez, Stella
Hayes, Andrea King, Mariah King,
Koya LaPaugh, Lillian MacCowan,
Daisy Manzer, Aubrey McKinley,

Trusted for generations...
It was Cedar Springs’ first
appearance in the state finals since
2010.

Charlotte girls took fourth place
at the Division 3 state finals.

third to finish first at 145.550.

Rockford made a bold bid for
the state gymnastics title in their
home gym on March 8. But Farmington was able to sneak out with
first place.

Rockford coach Michele Ankey
was happy with the team’s performance. It’s the second straight
year Farmington has won the state
title. Rockford won it three straight
years prior to that, 2015-17.

Farmington was first with
37.700 after the vault and Rockford
seventh at 35.075. The Rams took
first in the beam, bars and floor
and wound up with 144.250. But
Farmington had two seconds and a

John Raffel
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“I thought round 3 was really
good,” Boyle, another freshman,
said.
“It was fun
to be here
to
Since
1916,
Auto-Owners
experience it.”

and your
independent
agent have
“We local
did so much
better this
year,” Gabby Cooney, a sophomore,
been there when it matters most.
said. “We came back and per-

Duane Haring’s Grand Ledge
gymnastics team did not win a
state gymnastics title this season.
But the efforts of his coaching
were rewarded after the state
finals in Rockford when it was
announced he’s been inducted to

DeWitt cheerleaders at
state finals.
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Rockford’s total team score
was 144.250. Farmington had a
145.550.

Plymouth was third at 142.025.

“Our team performance was
great,” Ankey said. “I was so proud
of them. We had some goals on
how to improve. They came out
and improved. They had the high-

est team bar score.”

Looking way back when the
season started, Ankey admits, “we
had no idea where we stood. We’re
excited where we finished. Yes, I
think exceeded expectations. We
improved from last year to this
year.”
Ankey was elated with her team’s
individual performances at state.
“We had five girls qualify for
all-around and four girls placed in
all-around and a fifth one missed it

by a thousandth of a point,”Ankey
said.
Reagan Ammon was first. Morgan Case fifth, Ashley Faulkner
seventh and Averi Nixon ninth.
Chantel Lokers was 11th a 34.925.
The 10th place girl had a 34.975.
“I’m just so proud of their hard
work,” Ankey said. “They came out
and did their best. Reagan finishing
first is a great way for her to end
her career.”

the state coaches association Hall
of Fame.

Grand Ledge won six straight
titles from 2008 to 2013 under
Haring. He’s coached the team 14
years and has won 13 league titles
and made 13 state meet appearances, plus eight regional titles.
He has coached 48 individual
state champions.

Under Haring, Grand Ledge
holds the state record for the most
team titles with six. His 2009 team
had the highest state meet score
ever with a 150.825. His team
holds the streak for most wins
with 108.
“I’m very honored,” Haring
said. “It shows your hard work
gets recognized.”

As for his team’s state finals
weekend in Rockford, “the event
was run amazing by Rockford.
It’s great people. It couldn’t have
gone any better. Our weekend
went well, right where I thought
it would be. But 99 percent of our
team is freshmen. We’ll climb the
ladder within the next couple of
years.”
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Serving Gladwin Area Since 1981
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St. Johns, MI 48879
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(800) 582-8152
(989) 224-1781 Fax
midstatesales.net

Protect the ones you love with a company you can trust.

Newton St.
Middleton, MI 48856
Tel: 989-236-7296

“We were expecting second,”
Case said. “But we were happy
with how close we got. I feel we did
good this season and it’s how we
were expecting.”

Grand Ledge’s Duane Haring was inducted into the state gymnastics
coaches Hall of Fame. Photo by Lori Melton, Sports Scene
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The previous day, Rockford took
second behind Farmington in the
team event.

Grand Ledge Coach Enters Hall Of Fame

“I thought we did really good,”
LaPaugh, a freshman, said. “Round
3 was our best.”

CARSON CITY
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win vault,” Case said. “I didn’t do
very good on floor like I normally
do.”

Rockford coach Micele Ankey was happy with her team’s second place at the state meet. Photo by Lori Melton, Sports Scene
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“It feels amazing.
I worked so hard
“It was a good
all year for this. It
day,” Ammon smiled
all paid off. I never
after being named
thought I’d get it.”
all-around champ.
“I didn’t know it was
Also for Rockford
that good of a day.
in all-around, MorI seriously had no
gan Case was fifth
idea I was winning. I
(35.575) and Ashley
didn’t pay attention to Morgan Case
Faulkner was seventh
anyone else’s perfor(35.425). Case won the vault event.
mance. I was focusing on my own
“It wasn’t my best day, but I did
performance. After I finished my

John Raffel
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Jayden Oade, Trinity Pung, Paige
Smith, Ambraja Snyder, Madaleine
Taylor and Amanda Woolworth.

formed our best rounds.”

beam at the end, I knew it. I was so
happy.

Rockford Girls Take Second At State Finals

Dewitt, Cedar Springs’ Cheerleaders Shine In Division 2
John Raffel
Sports Scene

tied for seventh in the vault. She
tied for third in floor
exercise.
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Reagan Ammon
Photos by Lori Melton, Sports Scene

Tri County also competed and
finished seventh.
Competing for the Vikings
were Cassie Aben, Skylar Birdsall, Cheyenne Bouwens, Jenna
Castle, Nikkia Coar, Sara Easter,
Kelsey Griffes, Makaila Hojnacki,
Jayden Kavorik, K’Anna Lusk,
Siera Misner, Alela Molnar, Kylee
Presia, Jocelyn Rosenbaum, Brook
Stutzman, Madison Thun, Mattilyn
Tompkins, Chelsea Vanderlind,
Rachel VanDyke and Cylee Weining.
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Rockford Gymnast Wins State All-Around Title
John Raffel
Sports Scene

top athletes, academically strong
and community minded; they have
it all.”

“We have a team that is passionate and driven along with a strong
eighth class coming to the high
school next year,” Ridge said. “Our
goal is a fourth consecutive trip
to state finals. Coaching this team
is not done alone. There are three
other experienced coaches. We
all work together to get this team
ready for every competition. Liz
Hoogstra is passionate, knowledgeable and is always looking for ways
to make the team better.
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Heritage Hockey Team Second In State
John Raffel
Sports Scene

It was another great season for
Saginaw Heritage’s hockey team
although for the second straight
year, the Hawks didn’t win the
game they wanted the most.
Heritage took second place in
the state Division 1 title game for
the second year a row following a
3-1 loss to Detroit Catholic Central
on March 9 at USA Hockey Arena
in Plymouth.
The Hawks had lost 5-2 to
Brighton in the 2018 title game.
Coach JJ Bamberger’s Heritage
team made it to the Final Four
and defeated the Traverse City Bay

Reps on March 8 with a 5-2 score.
All the scoring was done in the first
two periods.
Parker Severson, Wil Schmidt,
Brady Ruppuhn, Matte Cole and
Edison Symons scored goals for
the Hawks. Goalie Jack Jesko had
19 saves.
All the scoring was done in the
first two periods.
“It was smooth sailing for that
game,” Severson said, adding that
in the playoffs, “the key to success
was coming to play every game and
hard work.”
In the title game, Catholic Central had a 1-0 lead on Rylan Clemens’ first-period goal. It stayed 1-0
until 6:10 of the third period on

Ryan Marra’s goal.

The Hawks pulled their goalie
and Symons scored with 1:56 left
to play, assisted by Jacob Beat and
Ethan Houck. But Marra scored
into the empty net with 55 seconds
to play to clinch the win.
Jesko had 45 saves in a brilliant
performance.

www.highschoolsportsscene.com
year, we knew we wanted to come
back. We were hungry. It made us
play well as a team.”

together,” Severson said. “We were
competing as hard as we can. They
were ranked first in the state. We
gave it our all and just came up
short.”
It was Severson’s third season on
the team.
“This year we were more of a
tight knit group of guys being together all these seasons,” Severson
said. “After we lost in the finals last

Severson might play junior
hockey, but for this spring, he will
now focus on lacrosse.
“We won our first four scrimmage game and we look good,” he
said. “We have a good group of
guys. It keeps me in shape over the
offseason.”

Catholic Central
ended the season at
29-1-1. The Hawks
ended at 28-3.

John Raffel
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A fabulous season for the DeWitt hockey team, officially called
Capitol City Capitols, came to a
close on March 6 in a 5-2 loss to
Saginaw Heritage.
While DeWitt is the host school,
others in the consolidated team are
Mason, Lansing Catholic, St. Johns
and Ionia.
The Capitols had an eventful
regional title run with wins over
Jackson (7-6), Holt (7-0) and
Lowell (3-2).
Leading scorer and team captain
was defenseman Cameron Van
Tighem, who attends Dewitt High
School.
Another standout was Lansing
Catholic senior Ryan Gilmore, who
currently has a 3.98 GPA.

DeWitt has also been getting
top notch contributions from
Derek Hamp a DeWitt senior, and
Max Kuhnert, a senior at Lansing
Catholic. Prior to a season-ending
injury, Mason sophomore Ethan
Bond had been the leading goal
scorer (15G/5A/20 points) in only
18 games.
“Next season will be interesting,”
coach Travis Van Tighem said.
“While we lose 13 seniors, I am
optimistic with the growth of our
underclassmen. We have some
solid building blocks with which to
work from. While it is great to have
all of the success on the ice, we are
also proud that we have six seniors
nominated for Academic All-State
recognition and our team has also
qualified for the team All State
Academic recognition with a 3.38
cumulative team GPA.”
Big Rapids It was a team which

Clare’s Jenna Betts left no doubt
who would be the Division 3 girls
state bowling champ when the title
match was conducted at Northway
Lanes, Muskegon.
In the title match, Betts, a
junior, bowled a 418 to handily top
her opponent, Lainey Meader of
Coloma, 418-305. Betts had beaten
Megan Wilkins of Ishpeming 385317 in the semifinal round.

“I’ve been bowling since I was
about four years old,” Betts said.
“I’ve gone to state finals all three
years leading into this year but
have never made it past the qualifying round. I had a new coach this
year who helped keep me relaxed. I
did quite well at regional. It wasn’t
the best I ever performed, but it got
me to state.”
Betts came out of the regional in
fourth place. The top 10 advanced
to the state meet.

Snyder of Middleville Thornapple
Kellogg in the quarterfinal round.

Cedar Springs’ Omani Morales
couldn’t have been happier with
her performance in the Division 2
bowling state finals.

The dream ended at 14-14-1
with 6-0 loss to East Grand Rapids
in the state Division 3 quarterfinal.
River Spedowski led the way
with All-State honors in Division
3 by the Michigan High School
Hockey Coaches Association.
Spedowski played in 29 games,
and recorded 35 goals and 22
assists for 57 points.
“River is a tremendously
talented offensive force, who took
his game to the next level during
our regional championship run,”
Big Rapids coach Tim Blashill
said. “River was a four-year varsity
player, and led our team in scoring

It’s hard to be happier than taking a state championship.

the past two seasons. He
achieved All-State first
team honors this year,
and I couldn’t be more
proud of the player, and
man, he has developed
into.”

Morales, a junior, won the championship match with a 416-328 win
over Juhl Lindsey of Escanaba. She
finished 10th among 16 qualifiers
for the final rounds at Century
Lanes in Waterford. Her closest
match was a 418-401 win over Carl

Big Rapids returns
most of its players next
year.
“I told them this was
one of the most amazing
runs we’ve had,” Blashill
said. “We took out Midland Dow in the first
game (of regionals) and
win by four goals. We
beat a Flint Powers team
we have never beaten in
the playoffs, but we take
it to them. Then we have
the game with Mount
Pleasant.”

John Raffel
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Detroit Red Wings coach Jeff Blashill was
a spectator to the Big Rapids-East Grand
Rapids quarterfinal game on March 6 at the
Summit in Lansing. Blashill’s brother, Tim,
coaches the Big Rapids team.
off night.

Blashill’s brother, Jeff, the
Detroit Red Wings coach, watched
the game with his young son and
daughter since the Wings had an

“He was excited and liked how
his team had jelled together and
was playing good hockey,” Jeff
Blashill said of his brother.

225 E. Center St., Ithaca
(989) 875-2200
FarmBureauInsurance.com

She’s been bowling nine seasons
and three for high school. Her
home alley is Rockford Lanes.
“I did not think I was going to
make top 16,” Morales said. “It was
my second time and usually I’m,
nervous in competition. I was nervous about it. I did not make top
16 last year I’ve grown skill-wise.
I did a lot of work in the summer,
just training so I could hit my
mark consistently. That’s what I did
during the tournament.

New Lothrop’s Tate Steinborn
ended his bowling career on a
memorable note, albeit he would
have preferred finishing a place
higher in the Division 4 state bowling tournament on March 2.
Steinborn came out of the
qualifying round in eighth place
and won three matches to make
the finals against Collin Baldwin,
of Napoleon, who won 396-366.
“Heading into the post season,”
New Lothrop coach Caryl Walling
said, “I told everyone that I had a
young man named Tate who was
going to go all the way to the finals

at the state championships. There
are times as a coach where you
get that feeling about one of your
players, that hairs-on-your-arm
standing up, spine tingling, instinctual feeling that a bowler is special.
I had that feeling about Tate.
“Heading into regionals and
states, Tate had the highest average
in our conference. He had also
come close to rolling a perfect
game many times throughout the
season. So, I think he had high expectations for himself. We walked
into M66 Bowl (in Battle Creek)
for Tate’s final competition as a
New Lothrop high school bowler
and he looked at me and said “all
the way.”
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“That semifinal game with the
girl against Ishpeming, I thought
was enough to where I could feel
it and I knew it could happen. I
bowled consistent throughout
the whole day. I was covering my

6006 S. Pennsylvania at Miller, Lansing
517-272-0027
www.LansingCamera.com
*See Store For Requirements

“I’m quite consistent and that’s
what won it for me. I’ve been
working on my consistency.”
In the title match “I got a lot
of strikes at first and made sure I
could pick up every strike I possibly could,” Morales said. “I made
sure I kept my attitude up. I got
ahead of her in the first game so I
went into the second game with an
advantage.”
Morales bowls in a juniors masters tournament.
The Cedar Springs team was the
same as last year and “was very

21

spares.”
In the two-game finals, “I
thought I had it kind of in the
bag,” Betts said. “I just had to bowl
consistent that last game. (Winning
the title) felt very surreal and still
feels pretty surreal.”
Betts bowls year round.
She’s also on the volleyball and
track teams at Clare. She high
jumps and long jumps during the
track season.
“Bowling definitely is my best
sport and the one I enjoy the most,”
Betts said.

Jenna Betts of Clare won the
Division 3 bowling title.

strong,” Morales said. “Last year
and the year before went to state.
We went to state three years in a
row other than this year.”
Morales also plays softball and
will be a second base or shortstop
for the 2019 Red Hawks.
“I like bowling a little more than
softball but that’s because I want to
bowl in college,” Morales said.
Her coach is Tim Jackson.
“The key behind her success
is she doesn’t get too exited and
doesn’t get down on her self,” Jackson said. “She leads by example.
For the 14 games she bowled that
day, she averaged a 203.”

Omani Morales of Cedar Springs
won the Division 2 state title.

And Steinborn was one match
from going all the way.

of St. Charles in the first round of
match play.

“Tate never faltered throughout
the six-game qualifying series.”
Walling said. “He bowled as if
on a mission, hitting every spare
right on the mark. As we moved
throughout the day, he never
wanted to know where he was in
the standings. He wanted to bowl
as though everything was on the
line. At the end of the six games,
he qualified for match play in the
upper mid pack. This meant his
road to the finals would be more
difficult because he was going up
against the top half of the qualifiers.”

“This match was tough because
these two have battled in many
tournaments over their four-year
high school career and they know
each others’ game,” Walling said.

Steinborn beat Michael Pratt

Tate moved on to face Connor
Lackey from Vandercook Lake who
was the No. 1 seed.”
The next win was over Andrew Fritz from Saginaw Valley
Lutheran.
Both Tate and Collin Baldwin
are two-handed bowlers.
“Tate had the senior year of
competition that most kids dream

Tate Steinborn (left)
and World Champion
bowler Jason Belmonte.
of,” Walling said. “He is a young
man with the competitive spirit
and strength of will who will never
give up. Tate continues to bowl
in Junior Gold competition this
spring.”

Family Owned And Operated
5965 Marsh Rd • Haslett, MI 48840
Call Us For

517-999-SHED

Take-Out!

Now Serving Lansing’s Best Slow Smoked Barbecue!

M-F 9am-6pm, Sat. 10am-4pm

JASON FOUST

“After I made I past qualifying
(at state), I definitely thought I
could do it,” she said of her chances
for a state title. I never made it past
that first round of qualifying. My
goal for the day was to make it past
the first round and make small
goals from there.
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New Lothrop Bowler Settles For Runner-Up Spot

Scott Allen

Auto, Home, Life, Business, Farm and more
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finished the regular season at
11-13. But Big Rapids, taking
advantage of a tough regular-season schedule, mowed through the
regionals against Midland Dow (62), Flint Powers (8-4) and Mount
Pleasant (8-0).

Ithaca

Clare Bowler Is Division 3 State Champ

Cedar Springs Bowler Takes First Place

“Our game plan
was to go in and
play our hearts out
since it was the last
time this group
of guys would be

Saginaw Heritage was the Division
I state hockey runners-up for the
second straight season.

Hockey Wrap-Up
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Insurance since 1915
Knowledgeable. Committed. Trusted.
(989) 773-6981

(800) 589-6982

www.ga-ins.com

Specializing in MSHDA multi Family Renovations
701 South Main - Ovid, MI 48866
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Bowlers Compete At State Finals
John Raffel
Sports Scene

make the final 16 qualifying
list.

eventual champion Flint
Kearsley.

The big day for bowlers
was March 2 and high school
bowlers did a pretty good job
of accounting for themselves
at the state finals.

For the girls, Rockford
qualified fifth as a team but
lost its first match to Jenison.

DIVISION 3

DIVISION 1
For the girls, Rockford’s
Heather Buck was No. 1 of
the top 16 qualifiers and got
into the final eight before
calling it a season.
For the boys, Midland and
Holt qualified for the top
16 teams but did not make
the next eight. Matt Buck of
Rockford was the defending
state champion but didn’t

DIVISION 2
Omani Morales, of Cedar
Springs was the individual
girls champ. Delaney Andridge of Haslett was No. 2
in the qualifying round but
lost to Morales in the singles
finals.
For the boys, Owosso advanced to the semifinals but
lost to eventual champion
New Boston Huron.
Charlotte girls made the
semifinal round but lost to

www.highschoolsportsscene.com
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lost to Coloma 1,112-1,104.

DIVISION 4

Jack Dalmon, of Portland,
advanced to the semifinals
for individuals. He lost to
Brenden Gossman of Hopkins. Jenna Betts of Clare
won the Division 3 girls
individual title. In one singles finals matches, Allison
Woollard of Midland Bullock
Creek beat Sarah Gladden of
Alma.
For the team boys, Corunna lost to Gladwin in the
semifinal round. Gladwin
took the title.
Birch Run advanced to the
title match for the girls but

Collin Baldwin of Napoleon beat Tate Steinborn of
New Lothrop 396-366 in the
title match. In the semifinals,
Steinborn beat Andrew Fritz
of Saginaw Valley Lutheran
394-298.
In the girls, Jazmin Milks
of St. Louis won one singles
final match before bowing
out.
For the team boys, Portland St. Patrick made it to
the team finals before losing
to eventual champion Bronson, which also won it for
the girls.

Lakeview’s Riley Devereaux was
among the unique freshmen bowlers
who competed in the state finals. Devereaux
was in Division 4 and bowled at M-66 in
Battle Creek. He missed qualifying for
the final round of 16 by three pins.

Owosso Bowler Ends Strong
Career At State Tournament
John Raffel
Sports Scene

third, then I lost my first match.”

Thomas Trecha has ended a solid bowling career at Owosso High School. But he’s
not quite ready to give up the sport on a
competitive basis.
The Owosso senior qualified for the
state finals on March 2 at Century Bowl in
Waterford and made the final round of 16
by placing third with a 1,279. But he lost
his first match to Jacob Harvey of Adrian
388-359.
It was the best he’s done at a state tournament.
“I did pretty good,” he said. “I qualified
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Trecha started bowling since he was 4
years old and was on the high school team
four seasons. He considers 2018-19 to have
been his best season.

regional, Trecha was seventh as an individual bowler. Owosso won the regional
championship.
“I get a lot of strikes, but all together, I’m
a good bowler,” he said.

“We were fourth in the state for team,”
he said.

Trecha also played football and baseball,
but said bowling is his best sport.

Owosso made it to the top eight teams to
come out of the qualifying block at the state
tournament. The Trojans defeated Flint
Kearsley 1,312-1,230 to get to the semifinal
round and lost to the eventual state champion New Boston 1,323-1,1660.

“It’s my main sport and that’s what I
practice all the time,” he said.

Trecha was first-team all-conference.
Owosso finished third in the league. In the

Trecha was a center in football and a
pitcher and infielder in baseball.
“I’m pretty sure I’m going to college, but
I’m not sure where yet,” he said.
But Trecha said he’s hoping to be a bowler on the college level.

March - April, 2019 - Page

23

SCENE STEALERS!

Rexton Nowakowsk,
Ithaca
Rex, an offensive lineman
and linebacker, has signed
his commitment form to
attend Hocking Junior
College. Hocking College
is a public community
college in Nelsonville,
Ohio.

Portland bowlers
Portland bowlers who
shined at the state finals
At Northway lanes in
Muskegon individual
championship for both
boys and girls: Emma
Armour in 43rd, Jack
Dalman in 3rd and Jessie
Whitford in 54th.

Bray Haynes
Chippewa Hills, wrestling
Bray was 44-11 at 135
pounds and a CSAA,
district and regional
champion. He was a state
qualifier and took fifth
in the state and had 168
career wins.

Josh Hunt
Big Rapids Crossroads,
bowling
Josh was individual academic all-state bowler. He
placed third in his league
and averaged 174 pins in
his senior season.

River Spedowski
Big Rapids, hockey
River was voted first team
all-state, Division 3. He
led the team to the state
quarterfinals with 35
goals, and 27 assists in 29
games.

Isaac Slomp
Big Rapids Crossroads,
basketball
Isaac hit the key shots and
grabbed the critical rebounds down the stretch
in 55-52 district title
game win over Mount
Pleasant Sacred Heart,
and led team to state
quarterfinals.

Zari Kruger
Lakewood,
girls basketball
Zari has signed with
Grand Rapids Community College, and was a
two-year varsity player
for Lakewood. She earned
1st team All-GLAC both
years. He averaged 10.7
points and 10.0 rebounds
per game.

Jaden Berthume
Coleman, basketball
The Comet senior made
history in late February
by becoming the first
player, male or female, in
Coleman history to reach
1,000 career points.
She scored 25 points to
reach 1,010 in her career
in a 49-40 league win over
Breckenridge.

Kalee Ramsey
Morley Stanwood,
girls basketball
Kalee scored a season-high 19 points for
Morley Stanwood against
Lakeview in a 57-49 win
in the Division 3 girls basketball district championship game on March 8.

Rachel Huhn
Pewamo-Westphalia,
girls basketball
Rachel scored 10 points
and had six rebounds as
a critical contributor in
P-W’s 40-33 over Flint
Hamady in the Division 3
state championship.

Alyssa Vandegriff
Fowler, girls basketball
Alyssa had six points
and two steals in her
final high school game,
a 57-36 loss to Adrian
Lenawee Christian in the
state semifinal contest on
March 21.

Shine Strickland-Gil
Saginaw Heritage,
girls basketbal
Shine had 15 points and
12 rebounds in state
semifinal win over Wayne
Memorial.

Mallory McCartney
Saginaw Heritage,
girls basketball
Mallory had 10 points,
three rebounds and three
steals in her team’s 58-55
state semifinal win over
Wayne Memorial.

Ciara Magnuson
Lakeview, girls basketball
Ciara scored 26 points
and controlled the
middle for the Wildcats
in a 57-49 loss to Morley
Stanwood in the Division
3 girls basketball district
championship game on
March 8.

Ella McKinney
Haslett, girls basketball
Ella scored 15 points and
had four rebounds in
Haslett’s 70-43 Division
2 state semifinal loss over
Detroit Edison on March
22.

The name you’ve grown
to trust just got better

Owosso's Thomas Trecha

Put Our Team To Work For You
YourYour
Your
Hometown
Hometown
Community
Community
Bank
Bank
Hometown
Community
Bank

Your Family Fun & Entertainment Center

Convenient
Convenient
locations
locations
to serve
to serve
serve
Convenient
locations
to
Now Open
youyou
you
in Central
in Central
Central
andand
and
Western
Western
Michigan
Michigan
in
Western
Michigan

24 Lanes w/Automated Bumper, Parties, Arcade, Pro Shop

In

Specializing
Specializing
in Home
in Home
Home
& Small
& Small
Small
Business
Business
Lending
LendingOkemos!
Specializing
in
&
Business
Lending

Grille - Dine In/Carryout + Delivery through Owosso Eats
Venue At 219 - Your Family Friendly Event Center +
Comedy/Music for 18+ & Private Rental Availability

www.commercial-bank.com
www.commercial-bank.com
www.commercial-bank.com

Broadway Realty
Mount Pleasant

219 S. Washington St. Downtown Owosso
989-725-7717 www.capitolbowl.net

Where excellent care,
the latest technology,
and friendliness live
Jenna Putman, D.D.S. • Brian Putman, D.D.S.
610 N. Pine River Street • Ithaca, Michigan 48847
(989) 875-2888 w w w.pineriverd ental c are.com

989-775-3800
WeichertBroadway.com

AlmaAlma
Alma
- East---Lansing
East
Lansing
• Grand
Grand
Rapids
Rapids
• Greenville
Greenville
• Hastings
Hastings
• Ithaca
Ithaca
Alma
EastLansing
Lansing
Grand
Rapids
Greenville
Hastings
Ithaca
East
•••Grand
Rapids
•••Greenville
•••Hastings
•••Ithaca
Odessa
•••Okemos
• Mason
• Middleton
•Mt.
Mt.
Pleasant
•St.St.
Louis
Odessa
Odessa
• Leslie
Leslie
• Mason
Mason
• Middleton
Middleton
• Mt.••Pleasant
Pleasant
• St. ••Louis
Louis
LakeLake
Lake
Odessa
Leslie
•• Mason
•• Middleton
Mt.
Pleasant
St.
Louis
Lake

Covenant Center for

AdvAnced
OrthOpAedics

– specializing in –
SPortS InJUrIeS • SHoULDer rePLaCeMentS • aDvanCeD SHoULDer SUrGerY
JoInt PaIn • HIP anD Knee revISIonS • totaL HIP anD Knee rePLaCeMentS
fraCtUreS • aCetaBULUM anD PeLvIC fraCtUreS • nonUnIon fraCtUreS
CoMPLeX Intra-artICULar JoInt fraCtUreS

anthony de Bari, MD
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orthopaedic Surgeon
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Colleen Linehan, MD
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Over 1,000 Cars & Trucks to Choose From!
2019 Trax
AWD

2019 Equinox LS
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2019 Colorado
Ext Cab 4x4

$109/Mo.
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Finest In Customer Service
In Mid-Michigan
We Stand By Our Mission Statement:

“Shaheen Chevrolet Is
Dedicated To Providing The
Ultimate Automotive Experience”

Mid-Michigan’s Largest Chevy Dealer!
New • Used • Finance • Service • Parts • Body Shop

1-800-678-9561 • 517-803-2568

632 American Rd. • Lansing, Ml
www.shaheenchevrolet.com

Disclaimer: Must qualify for GMS pricing. Payments are lease estimates with cash
due at delivery plus states fees & tax. Must qualify for applicable programs. Based
on approved credit. Not everyone will qualify. See Dealer for details.

