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Publisher’S NOTE

It’s a great day here at High School Sports Scene Magazine and what a great start to the winter sports season
we’ve had so far!!!
On the basketball court, area boys and girls teams rank
among the best in the state. In girls hoops, East Lansing
and Saginaw Heritage picked up where they left off last
year and are off to sizzling starts. In Division 2, Corunna
and Central Montcalm have their fans excited as they are
both turning in outstanding seasons. In Division 3, the
Pewamo-Westphalia girls basketball team is adding to its
legacy.
While on the subject of Pewamo-Westphalia, is there
a mid-Michigan community that excels in both girls and
boys basketball the way the Pirates do? Both the P-W
boys and girls have fashioned undefeated records heading
into the last week of January.
The Hemlock girls are putting together a thrilling
season of their own in Division 3.
The boys are also keeping the intensity levels up in
gyms all around mid-Michigan. The Okemos and Mt.
Pleasant boys are both turning in big seasons in Division
1. The Mt. Pleasant boys showed they can play with some
of the best from the Detroit area when they defeated
Orchard Lake St. Mary’s on Martin Luther King Day.
The Ovid-Elsie boys are off to their best start since
1978-79 and the Alma boys are putting together another
thrilling season that started with 11 consecutive victories.
On the wrestling mats, Lowell, Eaton Rapids and DeWitt make up three of the top four teams in Division 2.
Chippewa Hills, Montrose, Alma, Shepherd and Portland
are all ranked in the top ten in the state in Division 3.
What a thrilling team state tournament we have to look
forward to in February.
Lets not forget some hot action on ice. The Saginaw
Heritage hockey team is turning heads and is ranked
second in the state in Division 1.
The action only gets better from here. The wrestling
state tournament is just around the corner and basketball
conference titles are up for grabs in the next month.
While it might be cold outside, the heat is on in gyms
across mid-Michigan. Take some time to break up that
cabin fever by getting out to a local game and support
your local athletes.
Also, keep track of the action by checking out are
beefed up coverage at www.highschoolsportsscene.com
and like us on Facebook.
Randy Miniard
Publisher/Owner
517-202-1808
randy@highschoolsportsscene.com
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EYE ON BASKETBALL

Lansing Catholic Central Boys Basketball
Team Turns In Record-Breaking Effort

David Cook
Sports Scene

It was a record-breaking
performance when the Lansing
Catholic Central boys basketball
team took on Lansing Sexton in a
conference game in mid-January.
In a high-scoring game that
Catholic Central won by the NBAlike score of 106-73, the Cougars

3

tied or broke seven school records.

The 106 points Catholic Central
scored tied the old record of 106
set in the 1984-85 season. The 179
combined team points broke the
old school record of 172 set during
a game against Lansing Eastern in
1974-75. The Cougars also scored
the most points in a quarter with
35 in the third quarter and most
points in a half with 68 in the

second half. Catholic Central also
set a record for most assists with 29
and blocks with 12.
A total-team effort went into
the record-setting performance as
eight Cougars scored nine points
or more with four players coming
off the bench to score 10 or more
points.
Colin Day led the way with 17
points and three assists while Alex

Watters added
17 points and
three steals. Ian
Moore came
off the bench to
score 13 points
and Charlie
Nylander
scored 11 points along with nine
rebounds. John Risher added 11
points, Youssouf Sow scored 10

points along with eight rebounds,
Sam Gonzalez scored 10 points
and Josh Kramer added nine
points and eight rebounds.

Strong Guard Play, Team Depth Propels
Mt. Pleasant To Strong Start This Season

David Cook
Sports Scene

Combining outstanding guard
play with a deep roster of talented
players, the Mt. Pleasant Oilers

have been on a roll this season.

court.

Ranked among the top teams in
the state in Division 1, Mt. Pleasant
opened the boys basketball season
with a 9-0 overall record.

“Joe is a true point guard that
can handle the ball very well,”
Schell said. “Mason is a talented
offensive player who can shoot
from outside or get to the rim.
Peyton also shoots the ball and
defends well. All three of them are
pretty versatile players.”

“We’ve been playing pretty
well,” said Mt. Pleasant coach
Dan Schell. “We still have a lot of
things to correct but we are picking
them off one at a time and we are
improving.”
In senior guard Peyton Fountain
and junior guards Mason Wojtusik
and Joe Ostrowsky, the Oilers have
a trio of versatile veteran guards
that can control tempo and impact
the game on both ends of the

While the Oilers have a strong
group of guards, they have a roster
that goes 12 deep with players that
can step up and provide the team
with productive minutes.
“Our depth is one of our best
strong suits,” Schell said. “All of
them are good players.”

Up front, the Oilers count on
junior forward Tyler Huenemann.
A highly-recruited football player
who stands 6-foot-3 and weighs
255 pounds, Huenemann is a
powerful player in the post. Senior
Jackson Ostrowsky is another
highly recruited football player
who brings a veteran presence and
skill to the floor and rounds out the
starting lineup.
Off the bench, the Oilers have
a deep pool of players that can
impact the game. Alec Mills is a
6-foot-6 junior that adds a post
presence along with 6-foot-4
sophomore Josh Schell.
In the backcourt, junior Tyrone

Junior forward Tyler Huenemann
(42) provides Mt. Pleasant
with scoring, rebounding and
defense in the paint.
Rios provides excellent depth
at point guard. Jack Payton and
Sebastian Jones provide energy
and strong play along with Micaiah
Krisel and Cooper Phillips.
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Senior guard Peyton Fountain provides Mt.
Pleasant with steady play in the backcourt.
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Veteran Core Keeps Mason Competitive
While Playing Loaded Schedule

Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

style of play this year.”
Garren Lattig is pacing Mason in
scoring this season at 13.5 points per
game along with 6.7 rebounds.
“Garren gives us a guy that can do
a little bit of everything,” Chaney said.
“Probably his best feature for our team
is his ability to handle the basketball.
Teams haven’t been able to press us
successfully due to his ability to use a
“4” man to break a press.”
Alex Jordan is adding over 12
points per game and is the team’s
most consistent three-point shooter.
Veteran point guard Ben Brown leads
Mason in assists and is the team’s floor
leader. Noah Anderson, a third-year
varsity player, is adding 10 points and
six rebounds per game and brings grit
to the post position.
Pat O’Connor and Connor

Facing competition in a loaded
CAAC Red Division and a nonconference slate peppered with
conference leaders, the Mason boys
basketball team is leaning on its
veteran core to navigate a rugged
schedule.
Four starters and two more veterans
returned from last year’s team that
reached the district final before falling
to Okemos and those veterans have
led Mason to a 7-4 record as the
season passed the halfway point.
“Our season has been a roller
coaster despite our overall record,”
said Mason coach Lee Chaney. “We
have played well in spurts and have
played below average in spurts. We
have not been able to find a consistent

The basketball season has
been full of excitement for the
Carson City-Crystal boys this
season. With a team that has
bought all-in to team play and
sharing the basketball, Carson
City-Crystal picked up wins in
10 of its first 11 games and has
a 7-0 record in the Mid States
Activities Conference heading
into the second half of the
season.
“The season has been going
well so far,” said Carson CityCrystal coach Cory Schneider.
“The players have been doing a
great job of getting better every

Garren Lattig leads Mason in scoring this season with 13.5
points per game and is hauling down 6.7 rebounds per game
(Supplied photo).

Thanks to excellent team
chemistry and some solid outside
shooting, the Perry Ramblers
are in the hunt for the top spot
in the Greater Lansing Activities
Conference.
As the conference season
approached the beginning of the
second half Perry joined Olivet,
Leslie and Stockbridge as teams
with just one loss in the league.
“The season has been going
pretty good,” said Perry coach
Mike Shauver. “We’ve had some

good wins including beating Ionia
early in the season.”
Team chemistry and the ability
to knock down three-point shots
have been strong points for Perry
this season.
The Ramblers are paced on
offense by junior point guard CJ
King, a three-year varsity player.
Junior Caleb Leykauf, a two-year
varsity player, leads Perry in
scoring this season. Riley White
and Brodie Crim have been
providing the Ramblers with
strong play both on defense and
offense. Senior Barrett Hallock is
proving to be a solid contributor

on the offensive end of
the floor as well. Perry is also
getting key contributions off the
bench from Ahren Emmons and
Justin Hammond. Emmons and
Hammond bring high energy off
the bench along with the ability to
knock down shots.
“Our chemistry is pretty good,”
Shauver said. “All the guys seem
to get along. We’re not a big team
but we make up for it with our
defensive intensity and ability to
shoot.”
With an 8-3 overall record,
Perry is focused on improvement
down the stretch.

The Perry boys basketball team is comprised of (front row, left to right)
Justin Hammond, CJ King, Brodie Crim and Tyler Bogner. Second row;
Ahren Emmons, Barrett Hallock, Caleb Leykauf and Riley White. Third
row; Veekus Viatkus, Hunter Sanderson and Brody Kassa
(Supplied photo).
“We have some things to
improve on,” Shauver said. “We
have to fix some little things and
if we do that we should be able to
reach our goals. Coming into the

season I thought we could contend
for the league title. I think we can
get there but there is no room for
errors in the league.”
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Led by a quartet of talented
seniors, the Sanford-Meridian
boys basketball team is putting
together a big season this winter.
After tipping off the season
with a big win against Division 1
Saginaw Heritage, the Mustangs
eight more wins before a nonleague loss to Hemlock.
“We played our first nine
games about as well as we

could,” said Sanford-Meridian
coach Mitchell Bohn. “We beat
Saginaw Heritage, Beaverton and
Clare. Then came Hemlock. We
didn’t think they could beat us,
but they thought they could and
took us out of our game with
their trapping zone defense. We
weren’t prepared well enough
and the players didn’t respond
with the urgency that was
needed. Hopefully we learn
from that loss and it propels our
preparation into a higher level of

989-426-2151

2441 W. M-61
Gladwin, MI 48624

perfection.”
The senior quartet of Lucas
Lueder, Kyle Stockford, Gabe
Brady and Brett Barriger lead
the way for Sanford-Meridian.
Lueder is a versatile guard
who is averaging 11 points, six
rebounds and four assists per
game. Senior center Gabe Brady
provides the Mustangs with a
post presence and is averaging
10 points and seven rebounds
per game. Shooting guard Kyle
Stockford is adding 11 points per

game while wing Brett Barriger
is adding seven points along
with three assists and two steals
per game.
“We play five seniors, two
juniors and one sophomore,”
Bohn said. “Our experience
has been a big key to our earlyseason success. We need to keep
getting better or the other teams
will close the gap. Our future
success will be determined by
our ability to stay poised and
handle adversity.”

Senior guard Lucas Lueder and his Sanford-Meridian
teammates opened the season by winning 10 of
their first 11 games (Supplied photo).

Mid-Michigan

Serving Gladwin Area Since 1981

Rebates up to $300

of the floor with his defensive
play and ability to hit the threepoint shot. Andrae Wilson is a
strong rebounder with the ability
to finish at the rim on offense.
Kyler Sone provides a scoring
threat around the rim and can
hit the three-point shot. Connor
Smith is also a three-point threat
and is effective driving to the

basket. Jake Schneider is a skilled
defender who can hit the threepoint shot on offense. Hunter
Fleisher is also a threat from
three-point range and brings
great energy to the court.
“This year’s success has truly
been a team effort,” Schneider
said. “We have a lot of unselfish
players who put the team first
and don’t care about individual
stats. I also think our defense
has been solid all year. All of our
players do a great job playing
their role on the team.”

A total-team effort has been key to success for the
Carson City-Crystal boys basketball team this season
as the Eagles have a 10-1 record heading into the
final week of January.

Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

Outdoor Power Equipment

Clearance sale on all
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day. The focus of the team has
been very good this year.”
Contributions from all the
players on the roster is a key to
success this season. The Eagles
have a group of players capable
of excelling in a variety of ways.
Jackson Murphy is a versatile
player on both ends of the court.
An excellent passer, Murphy
has also improved his shooting.
Drew Stout is capable of a
double-double in points and
rebounds on any given night.
Brody Mikula provides the team
a force in the paint with his
ability to block shots and change
shots around the rim. Kolbe
Rohn is a force on both ends

5

Sanford-Meridian Boys Basketball Team
Leading The Way In Jack Pine Conference
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St. Johns, MI 48879
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Brody Mikula provides the Carson
City-Crystal basketball team with a
defensive force in the post.
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Team Effort Providing Big Dividends For
Carson City-Crystal Basketball Team
David Cook
Sports Scene

Richardson have provided plenty of
important minutes for a team with
several young players on the roster.
“The chemistry of the team is very
good,” Chaney said. “They are good
guys to coach and they are guys that
want to get better.”
Staying healthy is key for Mason
down the stretch. The Bulldogs have
been dealing with sickness issues
and some injuries. The team also lost
sophomore Jack Marlan to an ACL
injury over the summer.
Mason’s depth is being tested as
the Bulldogs battle with Williamston
and Haslett in the conference and a
non-league schedule that including
conference leaders Ionia and Parma
Western along with Jackson and
Olivet, both second-place in their
leagues.

Perry In The Thick Of The
Chase For The Greater Lansing
Activities Conference Title

David Cook
Sports Scene
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Chesaning Boys Basketball
Team Turning In Winning Season
Despite Battling Injuries
David Cook
Sports Scene

Injuries and illness have hit the
Chesaning boys basketball team
hard this season, but those hurdles
haven’t stopped the team from
putting together a winning record.
“I’m really pleased with how the
season has been progressing so far,”
said Chesaning coach Matt Weigl.
“We have had to deal with injuries
all year. There hasn’t been a game
yet where the entire team has been
fully healthy, but we haven’t let
that slow us down. We have a lot of
guys that have been asked to step
up and do some things out of their
comfort zone and they have fully
embraced their roles.”
Led by seniors Jarrett Kelley
and Jacob Turnwald, Chesaning
put together a 7-5 record as of
mid-January that included a tough
double-overtime loss to conference

co-leader New Lothrop.
Kelley and Turnwald pace
Chesaning in scoring with 16
points per game. Kelley also leads
the team in rebounding while
Turnwald leads the squad in assists
and steals.
Seniors Austin Sabo, averaging
5.5 points and four rebounds per
game, and Cole Higley, are also key
contributors for the Indians.
“Austin has been doing a
tremendous job bringing the
intensity to practice and games,”
Weigl said. “Cole has been injured
for most of the year but is doing
a great job as a vocal leader for
this team. He was playing his best
basketball of his career before
going down, so we are very
anxious for him to return.”
Chesaning is also receiving
strong efforts from several juniors
and sophomores. Jack Skaryd

HIGH SCHOOL
SPORTS SCENE

scored 16
points in a win
against Bendle
and is playing
outstanding
defense.
Junior
guard Michael
James has also
stepped up.
“Michael has
been solid all
around for us
this season,”
Weigl said.
“He contributes
whatever the
team needs
on any given night whether it’s
defense, scoring, rebounding or
handling the ball, Mike is reliable.”
Imari Hall is a talented scorer
that is improving defensively.
Junior Trent Devereaux is a

Despite battling injuries, the Chesaning boys basketball
team has put together a 7-5 record this season.
promising player that has returned
from injury and brings an allaround skill set to the court.
Junior Ethan Gray is also a key
performer.
“Ethan has been a glue guy
for this team all season,” Weigl

said. “He is scrappy and brings
that toughness to practice on a
consistent basis.”
Sophomore Nick Fowler is a
standout on the boards. Due to
injuries Fowler has had to move
into the post where he has done a
standout job battling taller players.

Okemos junior point guard
Noah Pruitt is drawing the
attention of college basketball
recruiters and his stellar play is
a big reason Okemos is ranked
in the top ten in Division 1 with

a 12-1 record heading into late
January.

The Okemos floor general was
named the MVP of the Motor
City Classic where he helped
Okemos to a 44-35 victory
against Warren Lincoln. Pruitt
is a solid, all-around player who

is effective both setting up his
teammates or hitting the open
or driving to the basket. Pruitt
is also a solid defender on the
defensive side of the floor. Pruitt
came up big with a 19-point
performance in a 41-35 win
against DeWitt that gave Okemos
sole possession of first place in

Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

the CAAC Blue.
Senior Evan Thomas is also
putting up impressive numbers
this season. Thomas is averaging
17 points and 10 rebounds per
game. An excellent outside
shooter, Thomas is shooting 40%
from three-point range.

“Our guys have done a really nice
job in embracing the successes we
had last year winning a conference
and district titles,” said Ovid-Elsie
coach Josh Latz. “They have adjusted
to having a bulls-eye on our backs as
well. This team shares the ball as well
as any I’ve seen and it is so much fun
to watch them play together.”
For the season, Ovid-Elsie is
averaging an eye-popping 19 assists

B ESTO
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The Field

Alma picked up its 11th win by
defeating Standish-Sterling 72-59 to
avenge a loss suffered in last year’s regional tournament. Cam Sutherland
paced Alma with 21 points in the win
with Brec Alward adding 12 points
and Case Martin 11.
Alma opened conference play with
a big 48-46 win against Freeland.
Drew Humm led the way for the
Panthers with 13 points and 12
rebounds. Brice Austin added a
double-double with 11 points and 10
rebounds and scored the game-winning basket with five seconds left in
the game. Alward added 10 points in
the win.
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SAGINAW
VALLEY
LUTHERAN
ON TOP OF
TVC WEST
Saginaw Valley
Lutheran completed
the first round of play
in the TVC West Conference with a perfect
The Alma boys basketball team reeled off 11
7-0 record to go with a
straight wins to start the season before falling
10-1 overall record. A
to Swan Valley.
highlight of the early
aging
7.6
points
per
game.
Up front,
portion of league play was a 48-38
Hagenow is a force at both ends of
triple-overtime win against Ithaca.
the floor as he is averaging 8.5 points,
Valley Lutheran features a potent
10.8 rebounds and 4.6 blocked shots
inside-outside attack with seniors
per game. Giglio is a productive big
guards Andrew Gunn and Joey
man inside averaging 15.2 points and
Wolter and senior post players Brady
7.5 rebounds.
Hagenow and Jonathon Giglio.
Senior Kasey Appold and sophoGunn, who can score from outside
more Keaton Ringley are also making
or drive to the hoop, is averaging
timely plays for Valley Lutheran on
13.5 points and 4.8 assists. Wolter,
offense and defense.
an excellent outside shooter, is aver-

Laurie’s Hair Junction & Tanning

Providing Quality Grain Equipment Since 1924!

EFAW

Ph. (989) 463-6123 ext. 200
Fax (989) 463-4055
email: dave.rayburn@rpccpas.com

“We returned a bulk of our team
from last year,” Latz said. “They have
taken the torch that was passed on to
them from last year’s group and done
a tremendous job of continuing to do
the things that have made us successful. Our experience and guard play
has been great this season. Our guys
worked really hard in the off-season
and compete with each other each
day to improve, and our depth is
evident of that.”

ALMA OPENS SEASON
WITH 11 STRAIGHT WINS
The Alma Panthers opened the
boys basketball season with 11
straight wins before falling to Swan
Valley.

MANUFACTURING
COMPANY

24 Hour On The Road Service
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525 W. Warwick Dr., Ste A
Alma, Michigan 48801
www.rpccpas.com

Senior Liam Thompson is among
the team leaders with 19.5 points, 6.6
rebounds and two assists per game.
Senior Cayleb Carman is adding 8.2
points, 6.3 rebounds and 2.8 assists
per game. A pair of juniors are also
stepping up. Shayne Loynes is averaging nine points, 5.5 assists and 2.1
steals per game and Justin Moore is
adding 6.7 points, 6.4 rebounds and
1.9 assists.

CRIPPEN

Junior point guard Noah Pruitt scored 19 points to help Okemos to
a 41-35 win against DeWitt in a CAAC showdown.

DAVID RAYBURN, RTRP

per game.

It’s been an exciting season so far
for the Alma, Saginaw Valley Lutheran and Ovid-Elsie boys basketball
teams. All three teams jumped out
to fast starts this season and are
in prime position to make runs at
league titles.

Charles Efaw

www.demottins.com
42222 (11-16)

7

DeWitt, Competitive Cheer
The DeWitt competitive cheer
team is turning in a strong season.
The team came up with a big performance in winning a title at the
Grandville Invitational. DeWitt
also placed second behind Charlotte at a Capital Area Activities
Conference league meet.

Alma, Valley Lutheran, Ovid-Elsie Boys Basketball
Teams Challenging For League Titles This Season

At Ovid-Elsie, the Marauders are
off to their best start since the 197879 team won its first 23 games.

BOLAND’S
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SCENE STEALERS!

Nathan Flannery
DeWitt, Basketball
Nathan Flannery, a senior on the
DeWitt boys basketball team,
has committed to continuing his
education and basketball career at
Spring Arbor University. Flannery
is a 6-foot guard for the Panthers.
Flannery has turned in several
big games for the Panthers this
season including a 17-point, eight
rebounds and five-assist performance in a win against Haslett.

Okemos Point Guard Noah Pruitt Helping
Guide Chiefs To The Top Of CAAC Blue
Butch Harmon
Sports Scene
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EYE ON WRESTLING

Lowell Wrestlers Sharpen Their Skills
In Preparation For Team State Tourney
Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

The Lowell wrestling team
tested its metal against some of
the elite programs in the state
as it began gearing up for state
tournament action. Aiming for a
record, sixth-straight team state
championship, the Red Arrows
tested themselves against Division
1 powerhouses Detroit Catholic
Central and Davison in a pair of
duals in mid-January.
Lowell hosted Detroit Catholic
Central in the annual Assembly
Dual and dropped a 38-15
decision to the Shamrocks, ranked
first in the state in Division 1.
Nicholas Korhorn (112 pounds),
Cole Huisman (119), Dawson
Jankowski (130) and Avry
Mutschler (140) picked up wins
for the Red Arrows.
The next day Lowell hosted the
annual Gary Rivers Invitational.
Lowell defeated Richmond 44-11
and Niles 47-9 before dropping a
35-27 decision to Davison.
Eaton Rapids wrestlers are

also sharpening their skills
for the team tournament. The
Greyhounds placed second at
the Wisconsin-Michigan Border
Battle Duals with a 4-1 record,
falling 29-28 to Wisconsin Rapids
Lincoln in the finals.

Eaton Rapids wrestlers turned
in a big effort at the 57th Annual
Jim Mooney Invitational at
Williamston. Hayden Campbell
(130) and Chris Haynes (135)
both took first place while Caleb
Fish ran his record to 29-0 for the
season winning the 152-pound
title. Robert Davids (112),
DaCoda Whalen (125), Coltin
Anderson (145) and Jared Davis
(171) all placed second. Jay Shaull
(103) and Brayden McNamara
(160) took third with Dan Parish
(189) placing fourth.
Holt wrestlers turned in a
big effort at their own Holt
Invitational. A total of five Rams
reached the championship finals
with Colby Deberry winning the
160-pound title and Peyton Bruce
winning at 215. Dylan Phelps
(125), Christian Lenon (140) and

Several Mason wrestlers turned
in strong efforts at the Holt
Invitational. Tanner Miller won
the 130-pound title while Kyle
Franson (135) and Zach Haynes
(145) placed second. Logan
Trimm (112), Richard Mayes
(125) and Jack Gilchrist (285)
placed third with Devin Vasquez
(215) finishing fourth.
The St. Johns wrestling team
turned in a strong effort at the
Hudson Super 16. James Whitaker
(152) and Braxton Parks (171)
both won their weight class
while Kaleob Whitford (130) and
CJ Krum (189) placed second.
Keegan Kinne placed fourth at
160 pounds.

Derek Mohr (right) of Lowell looks for an opening
against Detroit Catholic Central’s Easton Turner.

A trio of Owosso wrestlers
placed in the top four at the Jim
Mooney Invitational. Colton
Blaha placed second at 152
pounds with Joey Devaras (103)
and Nathan Mariatza (112)
placing fourth.
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The Carson City-Crystal
wrestling team continues to pile
up the wins as it prepares to make
a deep tournament run at next
month’s team state tournament.
The Eagles traveled to Wisconsin
and came away with four wins
and lone loss at the WisconsinMichigan Border Battle Duals. The
Eagles defeated Algonac, Mendon,
Wisconsin Rapids Lincoln and
Green Bay Preble while dropping a
31-30 decision to Division 2 power
Eaton Rapids.
Carson City-Crystal followed
up that effort with wins against
Leroy Pine-River, Leslie, Clare and
Belding at the Carson City-Crystal
tournament and wins against
Alma, Portland, East Lansing and
Traverse City Central at the Alma
invitational.
New Lothrop wrestlers tested
themselves against Division 1
competition at the Clarkston Duals.
The Hornets defeated Rochester
51-21 while dropping duals to
Clarkston (41-23) and Grand Blanc
(32-29).
New Lothrop wrestlers turned
in strong performances earlier in
January at the New Lothrop Hall of
Fame Tournament. Logan Wolford
(130), Logan Zell (135) and Austin
Wolford (145) all placed second.

Justin Carnahan (171) placed third
while Alex Wolford (119) and Isiah
Pasik (215) placed fourth.
A total of seven Alma wrestlers
placed in the top five at the Hudson
Super 16. Dominic Anguanio
led the way taking second at 103
pounds with Justin VanBlaricum
taking third at 152. Nolan rodriguez
(112), Demetrius Castillo (119),

Solomon Rosales (125) and
Norman Davis (189) all placed
fourth with Jarrett Ferman (135)
taking a fifth place.
The Portland Raiders will be
a force to deal with in Division 3
come tournament time. A total
of four Portland wrestlers won
individual titles at the Ithaca
Invitational with Jared Thelen (130),

January - February, 2019 - Page

Kyle Hinds (160), Owen Guilford
(171) and Zackery Fedewa (285) all
placing first. Trent Trierweiler (125)
and Ethan Getchall (145) both took
runner-up honors.
St. Louis wrestlers turned in
strong efforts at the Lakeview
Invitational. Isaac Howd led the
way taking first at 160 pounds with
Alex Newton (112) taking second.
Luke Maxwell (285), Gavin Giles
(130) and Ryan Downs (145) placed
third with Modestie Hitchcock
(103) placing fourth.
Williamston wrestlers defended
the home mats with pride at the
Jim Mooney invitational. Ryker
Johnecheck won the 112-pound
title with Greg Dion (103) and

9

Zach Painter (215) placing second.
Calvin Kittendorf (119) and Luke
Mahaney (130) both placed third
with Jared Bloom (135) taking
fourth.
Shepherd finished with five
top-four efforts at the Jim Mooney
invitational. Kevin Smith placed
second at heavyweight to lead the
Blue Jays. Kyle Andrews (112) and
Trevor Robinson (152) placed third
with Caleb Cline (125) and Max
Kyser (145) finishing fourth.
Corunna had a trio of wrestlers
finish in the top four at the Jim
Mooney. Ty Anderson (140) took
second with Aidan Buckley (171)
and Gabe Serbus (119) finishing in
fourth place.

The Carson City-Crystal
wrestling team poses with a
belt it won at the WisconsinMichigan Border Battle Duals.

Lowell heavyweight Tyler Deloof (right)
ties up with Detroit Catholic Central’s
Steven Kolcheff during action at the
Lowell Assembly Dual.
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Carson City-Crystal, New Lothrop
Wrestlers Rounding Into Shape As
State Tournament Draws Closer
Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

Ian Smith (171) were runner-ups.
Ryan Granger (145) placed third
while Zach Platte (103) finished
fourth.
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Severson Playing Key Role
For 12-0 Saginaw Heritage
John Raffel
Sports Scene

Coach JJ Bamberger’s Saginaw
Heritage hockey team is ranked No. 2
in the state and the play of senior center
Parker Severson has played no small
role in this success.
It’s Severson’s third varsity season.

“The team
is rolling and
we’re getting
pucks deep
and succeeding
from there,”
Severson said.
“We just need to keep our heads and
not get ahead of ourselves. Any team is
beatable.”
In 12 games played, Severson has 11
goals and 14 assists. In his Heritage career, he has 44 goals and 56 assists. Observers say Severson has matured and
gotten stronger, developing into a power/skill forward. His hockey sense and

passion for the game is stronger. He is
on pace to break his personal scoring
totals and team goals, observers say.
He’s improved in skating, playmaking,
physicality, shot strength and passing
“Beating TC West in the 2018 D1
state semi-finals and advancing to the
championship game” was memorable
for Severson. “Earning Saginaw Valley
all conference first team and Michigan
all-state honorable mention and many
tournament championships and personal achievements in travel hockey,”
have also been noteworthy.
He also plays lacrosse and golf.
But Bamberger is especially happy
Severson plays hockey.
“Last year he was a captain of the
team,” Bamberger said. “His sophomore

Dow’s Joey Johnson: ‘One Of The
Best Defensemen’ In Michigan
John Raffel
Sports Scene
Midland Dow hockey coach
Richard Blasy has good reasons for
enjoying having senior Joey Johnson
on his team.
Johnson has been a captain for
Dow.
Johnson, a defenseman, has five
goals and 13 assists so far this season.
“He really leads by example,” Blasy
said. “He’s considered to be one of

the best defensemen in the state of
Michigan, and justifiably so. His
footwork is amazing. He’s able to play
under control and yet nobody can
beat him one-on-one.”
Johnson has played three years of
high school hockey.
Blasy’s son, Luke, has been playing
for Dow as one of its top skaters and
is leading the team in scoring with 29
points as a right forward. He has 19
goals and 10 assists.
Luke, a junior, is on the team for
his second year.

www.highschoolsportsscene.com

year, he had a real talented group. He
started putting up points. Once he
started getting that confidence, he kind
of took off. He worked hard at improving his skill. He has a tremendous shot.
He’s a great skater and has a really good
shot.
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Heritage is 12-0.
“We have a lot of tough games coming up,” Bamberger said. “We’ve done
well so far.”

Parker Severson

“He has improved quite a bit
from last year,” Richard Blasy said.
“He works quite hard on his game.
He hit the weightroom hard during
the offseason and has worked on his
game. He was a good player for us
last year. But he’s definitely more of a
contributor this year.

varsity.

“Kaelyn has really stepped up
this first part of the season,” Miller
said. “She got a concussion the
first day of tryouts and was out
for a bit of the preseason. She was
back in time for the first game and
has played very well.”

Cedar Springs’ girls basketball
team won four of its first six games
despite having a sophomore dominated lineup. A key reason, for
that, coach Brandon Miller said,
was the play of sophomore guard
Kaelyn Colclasure.

Colclasure was averaging 8.5
points and 6.2 rebounds per game.
She scored 16 points and had 10

It’s her second year on the

EYE ON SWIMMING

Midland Dow Ranked In The Top Five In
The State In Division 2 Swimming Poll
Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

The Midland Dow boys swimming
and diving team continues to turn in a
big season. Dow is ranked fourth in the
state in Division 2 this season.
Dow swimmers were in mid-season
form winning 10 gold medals enroute

to winning the title at the Tri-City Invitational. Luke Lezotte and Louie Sun
both won two gold medals to lead the
way for the Chargers. Lezotte won both
the 50 and 100 freestyle while Sun won
the 100 butterfly and 100 breaststroke.
Collin Che also won the 200 freestyle
and took second in the 100 freestyle.
Senior Gage Bunker took first place in

DeWitt swimmers are putting
together a memorable season. The
Panthers defeated Haslett 107-76 to
improve to 3-0 in dual meets. Freshman
Brennen Crown had a big night winning the diving competition. DeWitt
also made history by winning the 27th
Annual Heritage Muzz relays. Jackson
Uyl, Myles Michalski, Dillon Blair
and Nate Schluckebier were all double
winners for the Panthers.
Alma swimmers are ranked among
the honorable mention in the state in
Division 3. The Panthers turned in a big
effort in winning a quad against Mason,
DeWitt and Charlotte. Senior Brody

Both players were wearing skates
before the age of five.
“They’ve both been skating a long
time,” Richard Blasy said.

www.cpsagu.com

Office: (989) 842-1185
8263 N. Ransom Rd.
PO Box 157
Breckenridge, MI 48615

“Kaelyn works hard,” Miller
said. “She puts time in during the
off-season and she is coachable.
She is a good defender and often
draws the other team’s best guard.
She also rebounds extremely well
for a small guard. Her biggest
improvement (from last year) has
to be her confidence. She handles
the ball well and has been more
aggressive on the offensive end of
the floor.

Miller expects a strong second
half of the season from his team
and Colclasure.

“Kaelyn is much more aggressive on the offensive end this year.
We often give her a tough defen-

Colclasure also plays soccer at
Cedar Springs.

John Raffel
Sports Scene

“They have a high hockey IQ,”
Richard Blasy said.

Aaliyah Nye is getting the job
done for East Lansing, which is
good news for the Trojans in their
quest to bid for another state title.

The Okemos swim team is ranked
among the state’s honorable-mention,
in Division 2. The Chiefs posted wins
against rivals Haslett and Grand Ledge
in early January. Alexander Eddy and
Eric Shen were dual winners against
Haslett while Peyton Rose, William
Hong and Aodhan Beattie also posted
wins. Hunter Hollenbeck won the
diving competition for Chiefs. Thomas
Yan was a dual winner against Grand
Ledge while Daniel Choo, Matthew
Langley, Eric Li, Beattie and Rose also
picked up wins
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sive assignment and she has really
stepped up.”

Johnson has also played golf and
Luke Blasy lacrosse in the past for
Midland Dow.

Blackford Concrete
Doug Belles
Manager

rebounds in a loss at Muskegon
Oakridge.

Nye, a junior in her third varsity
year, scored 16 points for East
Lansing in the state semifinal last
year when the team beat Wayne
Memorial 60-52. In the title game
with Saginaw Heritage, a 57-36
loss, she had 18 points.

Saginaw Heritage is ranked among
the honorable-mention in Division
2. Heritage swimmers placed second
at the Tri-City Invitational. Kendrick
Villalon led the way for Heritage as he
won the 200 IM and took second in the
100 breaststroke.
St. Johns swimmers started off
2019 with wins against Swartz Creek,
Williamston and Holt. Bryce Smith
and Andreas Blaaberg were dual
winners against Swartz Creek. Cayden
Petrak won the diving competition in
the win against Williamston with Jacob
Ballor, Alec Stewart, Marcus Jones,
Koy Grams, Blaaberg and Smith also
claiming wins. Joe Voisinet, Blaaberg
and Smith earned wins against Holt
while Petrak won the diving.

Kingsley Insurance Group
Alma
116 W. Superior Street
Suite 1
989-463-5347

“I expect Kaelyn and this team
to continue to improve throughout the season,” he said. “We start
four sophomores, three of whom
played on the varsity last year.
Kaelyn plays AAU basketball in
the spring and summer and gets
individual workout time in as
well.”

Undefeated East Lansing Thriving
From The Talents Of Aaliyah Nye

“He’s a very elusive player. He sees
the ice well.”

Ross led the way for Alma winning
the 100 breaststroke and 200 IM. Jack
Lesinger placed second in the 500 freestyle and third in the 200 freestyle.
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Kaelyn Colclasure is a standout sophomore at Cedar Springs.
(Courtesy photo)

Luke Blasy
the 500 freestyle and took second in the
100 butterfly.
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EYE ON GIRLS BASKETBALL

Cedar Springs Sophomore
Having Impressive Season

“He’s done really well this year. His
point production is right there. He’s on
the power play and is killing penalties.
He’s out there on all key situations. He’s
obviously a leader on an off the ice. His
biggest attribute is his skill level. His
offensive play is the key to him being
successful.”

Joey Johnson
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Coach Bob Smith’s team is off to
an 11-0 start.
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“She’s a very calm person. She
gets it done on the floor. She’s a
great kid in school and works hard
on her grades. She has a 3.6 GPA.”
Nye has started every varsity

“She does a lot
more for us and has
nice moves around
the basket,” Smith
said. “Her jump
shot inside 15 feet
has really improved. I think she’s
finishing well around the basket.
She’ll continue to improve in those
areas. There’s still a lot of room for
growth. She’s looking to improve at
the free throw line as well.
“It’s tough. A lot of times coaches want to put better offensive
players on a defensive player that
isn’t as strenuous. She actually
plays her best game when she
plays other team’s best offensive
player. Recently, we’ve made the
commitment to make sure she gets
that opportunity. What makes her
so tough is she can guard a 5-5

kid who handles the ball and can
guard a 6-foot-2 center away from
the ball and do well in both those
areas. Her versatility is really what’s
so important to the team.”
“I think we’re playing really
well,” Nye said. “It’s a new team
and a young team. We can get
better from here. We have a lot of
potential. Last year, we had some
vocal leaders. This year, I’ve had to
take that spot. It’s all new to me.”
Nye wants to improve on her
free-throw shooting and driving to
the basket
Nye is still looking over her collegiate options. She indicated she’ll
make a decision perhaps in April,
but isn’t sure. Schools showing
interest are Toledo, Western Michigan, Central Michigan University,
Bradley and Illinois.

East Lansing’s Aaliyah Nye (32) fights for
position in the state final last year.
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“It’s going well,” Smith said.
“She’s started every game and has
been working hard defensively.
She’s averaging 26 points a game
and had 31 points the other night
against Kalamazoo Central. That
was huge. She’s been consistent in
the leadership department. She
has a calming effect in the locker
room. She does most of her talking
with her play on the floor.

game in high school.
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Okemos Junior Off
To Outstanding Start
John Raffel
Sports Scene

Coach Kristen’s Rasmussen’s Okemos
girls basketball team finds itself in a tough
Blue Division of the Capital Area Activities Conference with the likes of East
Lansing, DeWitt and Grand Ledge.
But players like junior forward-center
Jasmine Clerkley are playing well enough
to make the Chiefs a major threat in the
conference.
It’s Clerkley’s third year on the varsity
squad.
“Jasmine is our hardest player,” Rasmussen said. “She is a force to reckon with

High School Sports Scene - Keeping Kids In The News

in the paint, but she has been improving
her outside game. She has a double-double in all of our games this season.
She wants to get better every day and tries
her hardest to achieve that. Her outside
game has improved as well as her ball
handling
“Every game she is the most consistent
player, I know what she is going to give
us. Hard or easy game, she plays 110
percent all the time. I want her outside
percentage to increase as well as her free
throw percentage.”
Rasmussen has been impressed with
Clerkley’s work ethic.

www.highschoolsportsscene.com
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Leister Sisters Igniting
Alma Basketball Team

“She works out six days a week in
the off-season,” Rasmussen said.

John Raffel
Sports Scene

“She’s in track, throws the shot put and
is exceptional at that too.

The sister combination of Hailey
and Alyssa Leister has been getting

She is a great person, athlete and teammate. To have someone so consistent,
who pushes herself every day, this is the
ideal teammate. She also has been voted
captain unanimous from teammates two
years in a row.”

Hailey is a senior this season.
She’s been on the varsity hoops
team three seasons
“My first year,
as a sophomore, I
started out slow,” she
said. “As we got to
the end of the year,
I was one of the top
players. My junior
year, my sister came
up as a freshman and
she, Olivia Appold
and I pretty much
dominated.”
Hailey Leister has

Okemos’ Jasmine Clerkley

Joiner Hopes To Lead Saginaw
Heritage To Another Title
Moira Joiner, a 5-foot-9 senior,
is maybe the top player in the Saginaw area and perhaps the state
after leading the Hawks to the
Class A state title in 2018. She’s a
three-year Class A all-stater and
has signed to play for Michigan
State University.
Joiner averaged 15 points, 8
rebounds, 6 assists and 4 steals
last season.
“We’re undefeated so far,”Joiner
said after her team got out to a

9-0 start. “It’s a definitely different
team,” she said. “We lost five
seniors. There were only two that
started. There was a lot of chemistry we lost. I think the returning
players made up for that. So I
think we’re pretty even.”
Joiner said her role is pretty
much the same as it was last year.
“I think we hold a little more
weight on our shoulders as
seniors with all the new players
this year,” Joiner said. “I’m usually
the one who brings the ball up.
I’m very versatile. I try to bring
defense to the team. I pride myself

on defense. Basically, I’m a leader
on the floor.”
Joiner indicated her drive to
score has improved, along with
her defense.
Heritage is undefeated but
has had close games including a
45-43 win over Southfield Arts &
Technology.
It’s a game at a time. But Joiner
admits the ultimate goal is another state crown. Goal No. 1 is a
conference title and make it four
straight crowns. A game on Feb.
1 at home with Midland Dow will
be a huge test, Joiner said.

Mills’ Offense
‘Blossoms’ For Dewitt

John Raffel
Sports Scene

center.

Bill McCullen has been coaching
DeWitt’s girls basketball team 23
seasons and realizes the challenges
he has with the likes of defending
state runners-up East Lansing on
the schedule
But it makes it easier with a
talented player like Sydney Mills
on his team.
It’s her senior season and her
third varsity year as a starter at

“Both of her teams have been
successful, 21-2 both years,”
McCullen said. “We’re off to a 10-1
start this year. We’ve been knocked
out by East Lansing in the district
finals the last two years.
The Panthers’ only loss has been
45-41 to East Lansing during the
regular season.
“We’re now in the same division
with them,” McCullen said.
Mills’ offense has “blossomed
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Her role this season has basically
been the same, Leister said.
“I feel I’ve developed into
becoming a better post player,” she
said. “I’m a little under sized, but
I feel I’m a little more aggressive
when it comes to playing around
the rim. I’m a pretty good free
throw shooter. I’m, definitely
trying to improve my inside game
because my outside game because

over the last couple of years,” McCullen said. She was primarily kind
of our defensive stopper inside.
She still plays that role. She’s added
a lot to her role offensively. She’s
gotten a lot stronger physically
around the basket. She’s extended
her range out, even her 3-point
range as a post player.”
“I work on my skills almost
daily with shooting, fundamental
and lifting workouts,” Mills said. “I
played for a successful Michigan
Triple Threat team in the summer,
ending the season winning the
2018 Nike Tournament of Champions National Championship.
Mills, McCullen added, “is a
really smart kid. She understands
the scouting report. She does a nice

my inside game is working a little
bit right now.”
In basketball, “most the time
I’m a point guard,” Alyssa said.
“I usually do a pretty good job of
getting to the hoops and scoring
and finding my teammates on the
court.
“As a team we’ve been pretty
much all the place. I think we’re
putting it together pretty well. I
think I have improved quite a bit.”
Alyssa said basketball is her
favorite sport.
The Leister’s also play volleyball
and softball, where Hailey is a
pitcher and third baseman. Hailey
indicated softball is her best sport.
She has talked to Albion about
dual sporting with volleyball and
softball, plus Siena Heights for
softball.

Hailey is a senior for Alma
Leister’s have played together in a
sport.
“We know where each other is
on the court all the time,” Hailey
said.

Last year was the first time the
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“She’s been frustrated early on
with (foot/ankle) injuries. I feel like
now she’s back to full strength. We
hope she’ll play her best basketball
down the stretch. She had a double-double the other night against
Okemos.”
Mills signed with Hillsdale College in the fall. She’s also a strong
volleyball player, McCullen said
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job of trying to take away the other
players’ strengths. Part of that is
watching film and part of that is
her having a high basketball IQ.
She has great footwork around the
basket. She’s normally outsized by
whomever the post player is she’s
guarding. We try to use her speed
and footwork against the bigger
players.
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“We are improving each game
as we go along,” she said. “We
lost to Frankenmuth in our first
game and we’re progressing little
by little. I believe we can win a
district championship. If we keep
progressing like we are, we’re going
to be unstoppable.”
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Alyssa Leister is a
sophomore for Alma.

Moira Joiner (4) hopes to lead Saginaw
Heritage to another state title.
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She’s around 10 points and 10
rebounds a game.

the job done for Alma basketball, not to mention softball and
volleyball.

East Lansing was state runners-up last
season and is 10-0 while DeWitt is 10-1
with its only loss being 45-41 to East Lansing. Rasmussen realizes it’s a tough haul
in the conference, but players like Clerkley are providing plenty of firepower.

John Raffel
Sports Scene

earned postseason honors with
the Panthers, who were 6-3 near
the halfway point of the season.

January - February, 2019 - Page

*See Store For
Requirements

EXCELLENT QUALITY!

WINTER FUN!

HUNTERS WELCOME!

RIDERS WANTED!

FALL COLOR TOURS!

BEST DEALS!

High School Sports Scene - Keeping Kids In The News

Page 14 - January - February, 2019

www.highschoolsportsscene.com

Ledford Hopes To Lead Central Montcalm
To Another Undefeated Regular Season

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Libby Ledford is having another solid season for Central Montcalm’s girls
basketball team, but is anxious to help
the Hornets prepare for what she hopes
will be a strong posteason.
The Hornets were 20-0 last year
but lost to Big Rapids in the district
tournament.
The Hornets are 9-0 and could go
undefeated again during the regular
season although they do have two
tough nonleague games coming up
with Ypsilanti Arbor Prep at Northwood on Feb. 2 and at home with Kent
City on Feb. 26.
It’s Ledford’s senior season and the
fourth year on varsity.
“It’s been a progression every single
year,” she said. “My first year was solid,

but more technical parts of my game
started to progress my second and
third year like my scoring, which has
always been there. I know the game a
lot better now and know my role.”

Ledford averaged in double figures
last season.
“I think I’ve improved a lot this year
like taking the extra pass and seeing
the floor more,” she said. “Every play it
seems like I see a lot more than I have
in the past.”
Ledford’s role has basically been
the same this year, especially when it’s
come to her scoring expectations.
“If it takes the extra pass to get the
open shot that’s what we’ll do,” she said.
Ledford is basically a shooting guard
and admits she likes shooting the
3-pointer. Passing is also a strength.
“If I get the rebound, I push the ball,”

Hannah Spitzley Hopes To Lead
P-W To State Title Contention

John Raffel
Sports Scene

semifinals last year and lost 50-39 to
Detroit Edison.

Pewamo-Westphalia figures to be
in the talk again about state championship contention, and it basically
centers on the talents of junior
Hannah Spitzley, who averaged in
double figures and led the team in
rebounds and steals.
The Pirates were in the state

Ironically, Edison has handed
P-W its only loss so far this season.
The Pirates had won eight straight
before suffering the 54-39 nonleague loss.
“We’ve been playing well,” Spitzley said prior to the loss to Edison.
“We’ve playing some good teams
early in the season, including New

Another good test Spitzley
is looking forward to will
be Detroit Country Day at
home on Feb. 1.

“That will show us our
strengths weaknesses,” Spitzley said
Ellie Droste and Kiera Thelen are
also key players.
“My role has changed a lot this
year,” Spitzley said. “Last year we
had my sister, Emily Spitzley (now
with Grand Valley State’s women’s program), who was our main
scorer pretty much. If we needed
someone, we’d usually put the ball
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she said. “I like to get assists.”
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Most of the key players are back
from last season.
“We’re determined to keep the winning streak going and see how far we
can go,” Ledford said.

Belles is a junior in her third
varsity season.

Her coach is Ty Warczinsky.

Her best scoring game was 31 as a
freshman. She’s had a 20-point game
this season.

“Her first year, she didn’t play
a ton but gave us good minutes,”
Warczinsky said. “Later, as the season went on she played big minutes.
Last year, she was asked to play a
major role. She started and almost
averaged a double double and was
a team leader and team captain.
This year, she’s playing phenomenal
basketball for us on both ends of the

Ledford has signed to run track at
Davenport. She throws the shot put
and discus. She said she loves both
basketball and track but going for track
seemed to be her best fit.
Rob Puman has coached Ledford all
four seasons.
“Her role is still the same,” he said.
“She’s one of our main scoring options.
She’s working on her game as far as
attacking the basket more.”

Sumner A Complete Player
For Breckenridge
Breckenridge girls basketball
coach Phillip Baldwin has liked
the play of junior Bre Sumner,
and for good reason.

“Last year, I was kind like a
defender, being in the right spot at
the right time. Now I’m doing more
scoring along with defending.”

Sumner especially had an
impressive game in mid-January
in Breckenridge’s 43-21 win over
Vestaburg. She had nine points,
11 rebounds and six blocks.

Spitzley expects P-W’s strength to
come from its energy.
“If our press is working well, we
have great games,” she said. “A lot
of it comes from our bench players,
having them come in with a lot of
energy. It will help us so much in the
long run.”

For the season, Sumner is

averaging 7.5 points, two steals
and two assists per game and
is the team’s leading scorer and
rebounder, Baldwin said. “She’s
finishing around the basket better. Her overall aggressiveness
is higher. Her motor is showing
more this year than last year.
She’s a little hesitent at times,
but she’s coming into her own.

worked with the team. I thought
that contributed to her confidence. In the last few games,
she’s started to come over the
top and has been a huge part of
our offense.”

“A lot (of the improvement)
has been a year of experience
and working hard. She came to
all our stuff this summer and

“She’s a real good jumper,”
Baldwin said. “She’s tall and she
can jump. She goes over you and

In a 40-14 win over Montabella, Sumner had 18 points, 15
rebounds and five steals for one
of her best games of the season.

Pizzas
Burgers

801 N. Cedar St. . Mason

517-244-1090

Steaks
Ribs

www.citylimitsmason.com

“She’s our leading scorer right
now and our leading rebounder,”
Warczinsky said. “She’s playing
well on both ends of the floor. She
had 14 points and 12 rebounds in
a game (against Clare) and played
great on the defensive end. She had
a game against St. Louis with 14
points and 10 rebounds in a big win
against them.”
“It’s going great,” Belles said.
“We’re doing pretty good. Beating
Clare (46-33) was a great way to
start the season. It showed what we
were capable of working as a team.”
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Ithaca is 7-2.
“We’re doing well,” Warczinsky
said. “We’ve played great defense.
We need to work offensively a little
bit better.”
Sam Vermeesch has been Ithaca’s
leader with the ball in her junior
season. Lyndie Willer has also had a
strong season.

CARSON CITY
Barnes Ture Value Hardware
132 W. Main Street
Phone (989) 584-6411
EDMORE
Edmore True Value
418 E. Main Street
Phone (989) 427-5637

ALMA
Alma True Value
102 W. Superior Street
Phone (989) 463-4921

Good Luck
to All
Area Teams!

New Patients Always Welcome!
Alma
1321 Pine Avenue
989-463-1139

Comprehensive Optometry

MON - FRI - 8 am - 5 pm, SAT - 8 am - 12 pm
(989) 463-5871
2010 WEST MONROE RD, ST. LOUIS, MI 48880

Carson City
111 W. Main Street
989-584-6868

Mt. Pleasant
2865 S. Lincoln Road
989-773-7747

mieyedoctor.com

Alma - (989) 463-8321
Ithaca - (989) 875-6184

Lindsay Soft Water Co.

gratiotcu.org

1209 Michigan Ave.
St. Louis, MI 48880
Since 1925.

QUALITY IS OUR PASSION
www.facebook.com/JTSAutoAccessories

“I think rebounding is a strength,
getting those offensive boards,”
Belles said. “I like being able to
shoot (well enough) to help the
team out.”

Breckenridge was tied for
second to last in the Mid-State
Activities Conference but was
gearing up to finish as high
as third behind league powers Sacred Heart and Carson
City-Crystal.
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“I would say basketball is her best
sport,” Warczinsky said.

gets a lot of rebounds. She gets
a lot of points from rebounds
and putbacks. She works inside
the paint. She’s still working on
versatility. She does some good
things in the perimeter. Primarily, her game is inside right now.”

Put Our Team To Work For You

Broadway Realty
Mount Pleasant

Belles also does volleyball and
softball.

Breckenridge's Bre Sumner

The name you’ve grown
to trust just got better
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Ph. (616) 754-5566
Toll Free (866) 358-7473

Belles is a wing for the Yellowjackets.
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Emma Belles has led Ithaca to a 7-2 record.
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in her hands. So I was kind of in
her shadow. This year, I’ve kind of
stepped into her role to fill her shoes
a little bit.

www.Blakehollenbeckinc.com
Hours:
Monday and Wednesday 9 to 8
Tuesday, Thursday Friday 9-6, Saturday 9-3

floor.”

Emma Belles is having a solid
season with Ithaca’s girls basketball
team.

Hannah Szitzley is expected to be
among P-W’s top scorers this season.
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Belles Giving Ithaca Major Spark

Central Montcalm's Libby Ledford
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EYE ON BOWLING

Portland Girls Bowlers Confident
Of Another Championship Season

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Portland girls bowling coach Joe
Whitford expects to have another
strong team this season in the Capital Area Activities Conference.
The team was 8-2, Blue Division
and regional champs last year. “In
conference we had five Portland
girls out of 10 selected become
all-conference,” Whitford said.
“Sophomore Aubree Martin
finished in fourth place in the
CAAC league championship out
of 70 girls. Senior Ashley Zinn
qualified in sixth place at regionals

and finished in 24th at states. Junior Jordyn Fyan qualified in
eighth place at regionals and 34th
at states. “Ashley Zinn had the
third highest average on the team
last season, she was a great spare
shooter. She was always trying to
figure out how to fix things because
she wanted to be the best that she
could.” There are many key seniors
on the team including seniors
Emma Armour, Kaylee Becker,
Jordyn Fyan and Sammi Krausz.

Armour “has made great progress from last year mentally and
physically,” Whitford said. “I expect
Emma to lead this team to another

www.highschoolsportsscene.com

conference title and win regionals.
She is a great leader, bowler and
will make it to states.” Becker “definitely is a leader and will lead her
team to another conference title
and win the regional,” Whitford
said. “She is one of our top motivated bowlers who is always willing
to help others. I expect her to go to
states. I expect (Fyan) to continue
with her practice on her spares and
make it to States like she did last
year. I expect (Krausz) to continue
on being consistent with her game.
She missed going to state last year
by one pin. This year I believe
she will make it.” Juniors Aubree

Martin and Olivia
Gallt and freshman
Jessie Whitford are
also expected to
contribute on the
varsity. “This is a
team with a great
attitude,” Joe Whitford said. “We are a
great spare shooting team which is a
huge plus. We have
great talent this
year that is capable
of shooting 200 games.” In the
league, “I believe we will have our
hands full as there are a couple of
teams that will make us be on top
of our game, but I see Portland as
the favorite and winning the Blue
CAAC division title.
“I have been volunteering and
coaching for several years, but this

Shayla Owens is a sophomore
bowler at Saginaw Heritage who has
had plenty of success in her career.
“Last year went pretty good,” she
said. “I placed third in a tournament. I had a pretty good first year.”
Owens came extremely close to
qualifying for the state meet.
This year she’s leading the girls
team and the entire conference with
a 188 average.
“It’s been a lot of practice,” Owens
said. “My mom coaches me a lot.
She grew up in a bowling alley. She

knows everything about a bowling
alley. She knows whenever I have to
make a ball change or move right or
left. She knows a lot and it carried
on to me.’’
Owens is hoping to bowl a 500.
“I feel it coming,” she said. “I
want to make state for singles this
year.
Her highest game is 267.
“We lost some seniors from last
year,” Owens said. “It’s been a transition from last year. I think we’re
going to be good this season.”
Her mom, the team’s coach, is
Berta Jimenez-Owens.

New Lothrop Bowler
Continues His Stellar Career

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Tate’s highest game this season is
a 276. He had the front 9 strikes,
then in the 10th frame, he threw a
six count, spare and strike. He has
plenty of other opportunities to
throw the perfect game throughout
the remainder of his senior year
as we are traveling every weekend
between now and the MHSAA
regional tournament.”

Quite simply, New Lothrop
senior Tate Steinborn has had an
incredible high school bowling
career.
New Lothrop coach Caryl Walling has been impressed with what
he’s seen of the four-year varsity
starter.
will be my sixth year as the head
girls bowling coach for Portland,
and in that time we haven’t had a
losing season. By far I believe this
is going to be our best season and
best team that came out of Portland High School.” Whitford has
been coach since 2013 and coached
at Cornerstone University for two
seasons.

Sophomores Have Huge
Success For Heritage Bowlers
John Raffel
Sports Scene
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Walling likes Steinborn’s tenacity, competitive spirit and championship heart.

“Tate has had a standout season
so far in both regular match play,
and in tournaments,” Walling said.
“After a summer of bowling in
USBC Junior Gold tournaments
and in the Junior Gold Championships located in Dallas, Texas
where he placed in the top 400 U20
bowlers in the nation, he is well
prepared for high school competition.

“Tate has the tenacity, competitive spirt, and heart of a champion
that pushes him to succeed,” Walling said. “One key to his success
has been his dedication to practice.
He bowled all summer and fall,
even throughout football season.
He was part of the New Lothrop
state champion team. Another key
to his success is his strong knowledge of the game. Over the past
four years, he and I have worked
to build his knowledge of bowling

“Tate has the highest average
in the Mid-Michigan Athletic
Conference (MMAC), this season’s
highest game and highest series.

“We had a good season last year,”
she said. “We got fifth overall in
the state. I made the all-conference
team. We’re doing pretty good. We
have three new girls on our team.
We’re coming along. We’re getting
better each game.”
Trevino’s highest game this
season has been a 221. Her average
is a 168.
“My goal is to make the all-conference first-team,” she said. “I want
to get to state as an individual.
Being consistent (is a key).”

John Raffel
Sports Scene

“Tate exploded onto the
Junior Gold scene after the high
school season last year. Starting
in November for the 2018-2019
high school season, he kept that
momentum going, improving
from a 180 average last year to a
207 average this season. Tate has
improved in his form, his patience,
and game strategy. In addition, he
has dramatically improved in his
ability to read the lane quickly to
make the small adjustments necessary to maintain consistency. It is
not often that he throws an off ball.
Walling’s expectations for Steinborn are high.
“I fully expect Tate to roll a
perfect game this season. He is
well prepared in his ball arsenal,
his mindset, and ability to do it.
I expect him to average well over
200. In terms of tournament results, I expect him to go far into the

ence.”

Bay City John Glenn bowling coach
Mark Ouellette has had an outstanding bowler in sophomore Christopher
Clark.
Mikayla Trevino
Trevino also plays softball and is
a catcher.

“He led the team last year and won
our regional which enabled him to
bowl down at the state finals,” Ouellette
said. “He took 12th in the state last
year. He was also MVP of our confer-
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ball configuration, ability to read
oil patterns, and how to adjust to
changing lane conditions. In addition, he has a strong mental game
that allows him to shut out other
competitors and spectators out to
focus on his game.

John Glenn Bowler Enjoying
Outstanding Career

Mikayla Trevino is also having
a strong season for the team as a
sophomore.
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This season has been a good one for
Clark, Ouellette said, although perhaps
not as well as had been anticipated.
“We’re working on things and we’re
always improving,” Ouellette said. “He
plays in a regular league and is averaging a 221. In conference, the conditions
are a lot tougher. He’s averaging 207
right now, which is really good too.”
The strength in Clark’s bowling is

Tate Steinborn (left) and World
Champion bowler Jason Belmonte.
post-season. I believe he can win
the state individual tournament if
he can keep his mental game calm.”
Steinborn has high hopes for his
senior season.
“My best year was last year,” he

said. “This year is very promising
for me as well.”
Steinborn’s averaging a high 200
game every match.
“I’m more consistent in my
bowling,” he said

that he’s pretty well rounded,” Ouellette
said. “He throws with a lot of speed.
He gets a lot of strikes and is good with
spares. He’s a good all around player.
“The team is doing well. We have a
very young team. We have one junior
and a couple of sophomores. The rest
are freshmen. We have a lot of talent
and we’re coming along good. In the
conference, probably .500. We’re getting better all the time.”
Clark has also played baseball, but
Ouellette mentioned bowling has been
Clark’s first love.
“He plays it pretty much year round,
but he enjoys baseball too,” Ouellette
said.

Shayla Owens
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St. Louis Bowler Set For
Another Strong Season

John Raffel
Sports Scene

also all state my sophomore year. I went
to state my freshman and sophomore year
as a team and we placed runner-up my
sophomore year.” Milks wants to return to
state for singles.

helping me get better. Repetition is another
key thing that helps me succeed. Some
improvement from last year has been a lot
more consistency and a better average. My
average right now is a 175 and hopefully
continues to get better.”

St. Louis bowler Jazmin Milks has had
a stellar four-year bowling career at St.
Louis, and is looking to make this season
her best one. “This season so far has had
its ups and downs but I am just focused
on getting better and finishing the season
out strong,” Milks said. “The St. Louis girls
team is placed third right now in conference and is continuing to grow as we go
on. Some of my high games in matches
this season have been a 200, 207, and a
215. “The key to my success has been the
continuous support that I get from my
family and friends. Also, I always have my
brother, Dawson, giving me pointers and

www.highschoolsportsscene.com

There’s been impressive improvement
in her game. “I have improved on being
more consistent and picking up more
spares than I have in the past,” Milks
said. “I have worked a lot on picking up
spares over and over again so they will just
become easy to do. “Some memorable
moments that I have had are when I placed
10th for singles at regionals and went to
state as a sophomore, then my junior year
I took first for singles at regionals. I made
it into top 16 at state my junior year. I was

“I expect high games and big improvements,” she said. “I have worked during
the off-season a lot and have been working
for many years to get to the spot I am
now, and am going to other tournaments
every chance I get and continuing to get
better. “I am hoping that this team will
continue to grow and strive with their
potential and continuously get better.
Bowling has been my life for quite some
time and I am so happy with the way my
high school career has went.”
Milks’ athletic talents also hits other
areas.
“I also do track and field in the spring,”
he said. “I throw discus and shot put, and
getting strong for that is what I focus on
when I am not focused on bowling.”
St. Louis' Jazmin Milks

McFarland Eyes Another Huge
Season For St. Charles Bowling

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Senior Drake McFarland is the fourth
bowler and setup man for a St. Charles
bowling team which was state runners-up
last season and is looking to go all the
way in Division 4 this winter.
McFarland is a fourth-year varsity
bowler.
“I think the year has been very promising but there is still a lot of work to do
before we go to regionals,” he said. “We
are 9-0 in conference. We 9-0 and we are
doing well but there is still a lot of things
we need to improve on.”

Asked to mention the keys behind the
successes he’s had with the team, McFarland replied:
“Just finding the time to constantly
practice. I go bowling 4-to-6 days a week
and I feel like that is what separates me
from most. I have had a lot of improvement from last year. My confidence has
gone up a lot and I just feel like I am
throwing the ball right now the best I
ever have. Both my physical and mental
game have improved by a large amount.
I walk out on the lanes and before I even
throw a ball I know I can strike.”
It’s been a memorable season so far.

www.highschoolsportsscene.com

High School Sports Scene - Keeping Kids In The News

Area Teams Have Success
At Poms State Event

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Area teams were among those which
competed on Jan. 20 at Saginaw Valley State
at University in the 2019 Michigan Poms
Association state championships.
In Class A Grand Ledge was third among
five team In Class B, Swan Valley was first
(265) among four teams while Alma was
second (250).
For Class C-D varsity, the rankings were as
follows, in order: Hemlock (281), All Saints
(260), Fulton (257), Ithaca (250), Valley
Lutheran (249), Beaverton (232), St. Louis
(231), Carson City-Crystal (226), Breckenridge (219), and Montabella (183).
Hemlock coach Mariah Curtiss was
pleased with her team.
“We were all judged by three different
judges in eight different categories., some
including team unity, form/technique,
and choreography,” Curtiss said. “Overall,
Hemlock varsity scored a 281 out of 300
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points total and we were 20 points above the
second-place team in our division.”
Kelly Kindel coaches the Alma and noted
her team was second out of four teams.
Whitney Graham is one of the coaches
for Ithaca. She said her team consists of nine
girls: seniors Heidi Jones and Maddy Allen
(captains) and Jade Daymon; juniors
Alexis Berry, Kamrey Sherrick and Megan
Ahearn; sophomores Aaliyah Berry, Mariah
Fabela and Samantha Passalacqua. Cayli
Rose is also a coach.
“This was my first year coaching St. Louis
poms team,” coach Amiee Taylor said. “For
having most of my girls new to poms they
did very well with taking seventh out of 10 at
their second competition this year.
“I am very proud to have the group of
girls that I do also coaching for the St. Louis
Athletics. We are happy to have taken part
of the competition this weekend being the
Michigan Pom Association’s 13th year. The
staff is very welcoming and supportive of all
the teams that came to compete.”

“Some memorable moments I have
was being able to watch Kyle Tuttle win
a third straight singles title my freshman
year and last, also the two times that we
have been in the state title match as a
team, and also when I got fifth at singles
last year,” he said. “I expect myself to help
lead this team to another state tournament and hopefully another trophy in the
case.”
McFarland put in an extensive amount
of work during the offseason.
“I work all offseason on my game,” he
said. “I feel it is crucial to keep yourself
in the swing of things. I play football and
baseball as well.”
St. Charles' Drake McFarland
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‘Here Comes The Storm’
Motto For P-W Cheerleaders
John Raffel
Sports Scene

Staci Myers coached many Pewamo-Westphalia competitive teams
to the state finals and is hoping for
another lengthy season.
It’s Myers’ 12th year of coaching.
“The whole competitive team is
doing amazing, all athletes are working extremely hard and very dedicated to this team this year,” Myers said.
“We have had two competitions so far
and received first place at both.

“There’s tons of improvement from
last year,” she said. “We have a bigger
team, with more opportunities to put
more athletes on the floor, giving us

“I see a bright ending to this
season and their goal is to make it to
state finals and come out on top,” she

Meridian Eyes Competitive
Cheer Success
John Raffel
Sports Scene

Coach Val MacKenzie likes the
way the season has started so far with
her Sanford Meridian competitive
cheer team.
The Mustangs were second in the
state in Division 4 last year.
“With six competitive meets under
our belt so far this season, we are a
very strong team in our Division 4
and in our Jack Pine Conference,”
MacKenzie said. “The team has
placed first in all meets so far this
season with scores reaching into the

760’s. The success to our team is the
dedication of each member. We work
at it five days a week with practice,
training, gymnastics, and cheer
competitions. The improvement from
last year has come with maturity. The
team has improved not only with skill
but with knowing what is expected to
be winners.
“We have the same team as last
year with the expectation of two
new freshman. Those freshman have
stepped up to the varsity level and
have added strength and skill to the
team. The six seniors we have this
year have been on the varsity team

Myers expectations are high.

Alma’s competitive cheer team
has made history and coach Laura
Capen is expecting even more.
Capen has been sideline cheer
coach 11 years and competitive
cheer coach for eight years. The
team has been holding down first
place in the TVC West and was
undefeated, as of Jan. 23. The next
and final one is on Jan. 30 at St.
Charles High.

“We recently had our high score
in program history with a 743.88 at
the Freeland Falcon Invitational,”
Capen said. “Our round one is
currently ranked No. 7 in the Top
10 with a score of 230.8 (out of 240
possible points). Round 3 is ranked
No. 8 with a 304.6 (324 possible
points).
The team has been meeting
expectations.

“They improve each year,” Capen
said.

John Raffel
Sports Scene

“Under the direction of a new
coach and with only two other veteran cheerleaders, Olivia is leading
and help guiding the young team
which, out of their three competitions so far this season, have placed
first twice and second.”

Right in the middle of things is
senior Olivia Mayle.
New coach Nicki Smith has been
immensely impressed with Mayle’s
contributions to the squad.
“Olivia is a two-time state champion, two-time All-State competitive
cheerleader at Breckenridge,” Smith
said. “However last year Brecken-

Mayle has helped the Huskies be
competitive in all three rounds. In
the first round, cheerleaders show
their jumping skills and their ability

P-W’s competitive cheer team was in the state meet last season.

to choreograph different motions.
The second round focuses on precision, tumbling and jumping and
flexibility while the third round is
about stunting and tumbling.
“Olivia is an all-around cheerleader,” Smith said. “She is in all three
rounds. She tumbles, bases and flies.
To have all of these skills along with
her leadership and dedication are
very rare attributes of a cheerleader
and make her a standout athlete that
any coach would love to have as part
of their team.”

The team’s motto this year: ‘Here

comes the storm.’
“Each year we have a theme or
motto and it will typically be in one of
the cheers,” Myers said. “This year is a
very strong motivating motto and the
girls love yelling it.”

Ithaca’s New Competitive Cheer Coach
Takes Over The Varsity Program
John Raffel
Sports Scene

Shelby Shankel is new as the
Ithaca competitive cheer coach but
is a familiar face to the sport.

MacKenzie has high expectations.
“I expect my team to get stronger
each week and each competition to
be a better one than the previous,”
MacKenzie said. “I know we may
fall a time but we all know we have
to pick it up and start over to get
our ending goal at state. During the
off-season, we continue to train with
our gymnastics, weight lifting and
summer camps.

“I have coached cheer for many
years now,” she said. “I began
coaching All-Star cheer teams several years ago because my daughter
was a participant. I cheered in
High School, so I had experience.
Last year, I coached our Middle
School Competitive team, and
this year I was offered the varsity
position.

“My team is involved with other
sports such as softball, track, cross
country, and volleyball. This also
serves as off season training. I call
this team my ‘Dream Team.’ It is
something every coach hopes for and

“This year we have six freshmen
and one senior on our team. The
six freshmen girls that cheer, have
been cheering together for years,
and most of them were on my
All-Star team from fifth grade up
to last year.”

The 2018-19 Sanford Meridian competitive cheer team.
I have been lucky to have this team of
great athletes for four years.”
In 2018, SM was district and

regional champions and also the state
runner up team in Division 4. SM
placed fourth in the state in 2016.

Shankel likes what she sees so

far.

middle school team.”

“We are a young team, but we
have an incredible amount of talent,” he said. “Our one senior that
we have also brings an incredible
amount of leadership and talent
to the team. Each competition
we have participated in, we have
improved our score, so that is a
great thing. This is our year to
focus on us. I tell the girls each
competition that all I want them
to do is improve them and keep
working toward our team goal of
being better.

Shankel has already endured
some memorable moments.
“During sideline season this
year I had a cheerleader throw her
back handspring for the first time,”
Shankel said. “She was very excited
and it was a huge confidence boost
for her. I also had another cheerleader do her back walkover for
the first time. I remember getting
a text telling me that she had just
done it. What a great moment as
a coach for her to want to share
that with me. I have a couple
more cheerleaders that are very
close to other skills that they have
been working hard on, so I’m sure
there will be many more of these
moments to come.

Trusted for generations...

“The key to our success comes
from the girls being such a tight
knit group. Most of them have
been cheering and/or doing
tumbling since they can remember.
They all get each other and jive
well. Ithaca did not have a varsity
competitive team last year. We did
not have enough girls to try out
for a team, so we focused on our

The following Alma girls are in
all three rounds:

regain the magic brought to them for
many years by Gaines. Breckenridge
won three state titles 2015 to 2017 in
Division 4. With Michigan Center,
the champ for the previous four
years, not having as much success,
the Huskies were able to take home
three straight trophies.
The first year the MSHAA went
to divisions, Breckenridge won the
title in 2007. Prior to that the Huskies won six state titles with three
straight on two separate occasions:
2000-to-2002 and 2004-to-2006.

Smith is hoping the Huskies can

“I hope that our team continues
to improve this year. If we can
add more points to our score at
every competition, I would be very

happy. The team has
a goal of making it
to regionals, which
I believe is very attainable. Cheer is a
little different from
other sports. We
have sideline cheer,
and this is where
the girls get to know
each other, if they
Ithaca’s cheer team has been
don’t already
and 1916, Auto-Owners
impressive in competition
this season.
Since
and your
create team bonds. We
also work on
things independent agent have
local
another one is heavily involved in
that help them during
” she said. “Imost.
am very excited
the competitive
season
(tumbling,
been there when dance,
it matters
to see where this team will go in
stunting, jumps, etc.) Next year, I
the future. If the six freshmen that
plan to get the girls into conditionwe have stick together, they will be
ing and weight lifting during our
able to do some really great things.
off season.”
The potential for this team is
Shankel points out the girls on
endless, and that is really exciting.
the team are well-rounded athletes. We also have a solid middle school
group that will be joining us in a
“One of our cheerleaders is also
couple of years, so hopefully our
a cross country and track runner,
program will continue to build.”
as well as a softball player, and
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Olivia Mayle holds a plaque from the Shepherd Invitational.
said. “All athletes work year-round,
whether it be at home, in the gym or
tumbling. “I would say maybe 6-to-7
athletes on the team will participate
in another sport during the year.”

since freshman seasons, therefore
expect new freshmen to step up to
the level to bring the results we had
in 2016 with only three seniors.”

Other top athletes in two
rounds are Tristen Hunderford
(senior), Karlie Kenny (senior),
Kara Sutherland (junior), Victoria
Gotaas (sophomore) and Embree
Smith (sophomore).

ridge did not field a varsity competitive cheer team and perennial
Breckenridge cheer coach, Deb
Gaines had retired from coaching.

It’s a new era of competitive cheer
at Breckenridge.

Alma Cheerleaders Break School Record
John Raffel
Sports Scene
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Breckenridge Cheer Senior Brings
Life Back To Huskies’ Program

a bigger presence on the mat. We
have improved in our tumbling,
stunting and jumping.

Myers sees an improved team from
last season.
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Eye On
Competitive Cheer

“Most memorable moments so
far in our season would be watching each athlete improve every
day, gaining new skills and their
happiness when they have reached
their goals. Watching the dynamic
of this team when they take the
competition floor, their confidence
shines through and their drive
is unstoppable. Watching their
faces before they take the mat, on
the mat and once they have finished,
this team never disappoints in their
performances. “

“The key to our success this year
is how close the team is and how well
they all work together. Everyone is always helping each other and offering
advice to better each other. We have
the biggest team I have had in my 12
years coaching, with 19 athletes, five
strong seniors with great leadership
qualities and a very dedicated team.”

www.highschoolsportsscene.com

Committed
to our
Future ...

Village of Breckenridge
Inspired by our Past.
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Grand Ledge Gymnastics
Continues To Rebuild
John Raffel
Sports Scene
Grand Ledge has had a gymnastics teams, which have been
state powers in the past. But it’s
rebuilding time right now.
Coach Duane Haring’s team
hopes to return to the state meet
this season.
From 2008 to 2013, Haring’s
team was Division I state champs
and was runners-up in 2014.
Last year, “Samantha Hetzer was
unfortunately injured for the whole
season although in past seasons,
she helped the team as much as
she could with her skills,” Haring
said. “As a young team we are still
working and do not know our key
players yet. We think that every
person on the team plays a key role
in our success not only this season
but in seasons to come.

St. Louis Softball Standout Signs With Cleary

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Alexis Beeson can’t wait for the
2019 high school softball season to
begin.

“Expectations for this season
are that we win conference meet as
a majority of a team of freshman.
We also would like to show that
we are strong not only as a team
but as a sisterhood. Our team’s
strengths are holding each other
accountable and uplifting each
other during practices and meets.
We are also getting very strong on
specifically beam and floor. As a
freshman team, we believe we are
making a mark in the gymnastics
community.”

She also can’t wait for the 2020,
2021, 2022 and 2023 collegiate softball seasons to begin.
The senior infielder-pitcher
from St. Louis High School, who is

Until mid-January, many area
ski teams have faced enormous
challenges with the lack of snow,
but more winter weather in the
middle part of the month has made
things easier.

Coach Dave Corcoran of
Saginaw Heritage said it’s the
worst conditions with snow he can
remember in 30 years of coaching
“We are currently in last place

As a freshman, she was all-conference honorable mention, all-district
and all-region. As a sophomore, she
was all-conference first team and
all-district pitcher. As a junior, she

“We won districts this year, and I
pitched both games,” Beeson said.
The prospect of college softball
exits Beeson.
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and small community feel that I get
from being on the campus. I have a
great bond with the softball coach
too so that was very important to
me.
“The (Cleary) softball program
has been very successful. This year is
their first year in the NAIA and they
are apart of the WHAC. Last year
they were a part of the USCAA and
they were national champions.”

“I decided to continue my career
at Cleary University because of its
great sport-management program,”
Beeson said. “I love the small classes

John Raffel
Sports Scene

“This year is a big learning year
for us as a mostly freshman team.
We believe that we could do big
things in the future.”

Scheurer has signed with NCAA
Division II program Saginaw
Valley State.

“This was a chance to live out a
dream of playing college baseball
and they have the mechanical
engineering program he wants:
Scheurer said. “They have a new
coach this year, Steve Jaska who
was also Bryan Scheurer’s Coach at
CMU when he played there.”

“Brandon is two time All State,
All League (CMAC), and Dream
Team (LSJ) player,” Mark Scheurer
said.

Mark Scheurer is coaching
Brandon in basketball and credit
Brandon for an outstanding
stretch in early January.

It’s basketball season, but Brandon Scheurer of Portland Saint
Patrick is thinking baseball too.

The 2018-19 Grand Ledge gymnastics team. (Courtesy photo)

St. Pat was a State Champion in
in the Central Alpine Ski Conference.” he said. “We had one
practice on snow without gates
with not enough snow cover to set
prior to holiday break. We had one
non-mandatory practice with gates
during break, and one practice
since break.”

“We were supposed to have our
first race last week, however due

“Over his past four games he

bAKERY & CAFE

As for the team, top performers
are All State/All League senior
guard, Brandon Scheurer who is
averaging 15 points, 4.4 rebounds,
three assists, and three steals a

game. He is a four-year varsity
player who is our on-and-off the
court leader. He is counted on to
do it all and meets those expectations more often than not.
All-League senior guard, Nate
Leahy who is averaging 11.1 poiints, 5.3 rebounds, 2.5 assists, and
1.2 steals a game, is a three year
varsity player who is a fine inside/
outside player who usually draws
the opponents’ toughest offensive
player to guard no matter the
position.

DEAR MOM AND DAD: COOL IT
NFHS/MHSAA Guest Column

Lack of snow the first half of the season
has made it a challenge for athletes.
to weather it is was pushed to this
week. We had two races this week.
Our regular season will be completed the first week of February.
This is the worst year in a long
time for snowfall. However, since
it has been cold, Mount Holly has
been able to make snow. We have
actually had more snow practices
this year then in years past.”

Sink added: “Without the natural snow this year to help increase
the base we have been doing more
drills then normal. In order to set
gates in the snow we need about
16 inches of base. That has been
a tough number to come by this
year. We may have been practicing
on snow, but gate time has been
limited.”

By Karissa Niehoff, Executive Director of the National
Federation of State High
School Associations and Mark
Uyl, Executive Director of the
Michigan High School Athletic
Association

If you are the mother or father
of a high school athlete here in
Michigan, this message is primarily
for you.
When you attend an athletic
event that involves your son or
daughter, cheer to your heart’s
content, enjoy the camaraderie that

high school sports offer and have
fun. But when it comes to verbally
criticizing game officials or coaches, cool it.
Make no mistake about it. Your
passion is admired, and your
support of the hometown team is
needed. But so is your self-control.
Yelling, screaming and berating
the officials humiliates your child,
annoys those sitting around you,
embarrasses your child’s school
and is the primary reason Michigan has an alarming shortage of
high school officials.

Specializing in
homemade baked
goods such as
cinnamon rolls, breads,
cookies, fruit pies,
cream pies and more!

We have a full breakfast menu that we serve from 6:30AM - 11:00AM.
We offer soups, sandwiches, and salads for lunch which is served from 10:30AM - 3:00PM.

126 S. Pine River • Ithaca, MI 48847 • 989-875-OVEN (6836)

levels.

It’s true. According to a recent
survey by the National Association
of Sports Officials, more than 75
percent of all high school officials
say “adult behavior” is the primary
reason they quit. And 80 percent
of all young officials hang up their
stripes after just two years of whistle blowing. Why? They don’t need
your abuse.
Plus, there’s a ripple effect. There
are more officials over 60 than
under 30 in many areas. And as
older, experienced officials retire,
there aren’t enough younger ones
to replace them. If there are no
officials, there are no games. The
shortage of registered high school
officials is severe enough in some
areas that athletic events are being
postponed or canceled—especially
at the freshman and junior varsity

Research confirms that participation in high school sports and
activities instills a sense of pride
in school and community, teaches
lifelong lessons like the value
of teamwork and self-discipline
and facilitates the physical and
emotional development of those
who participate. So, if the games go
away because there aren’t enough
men and women to officiate them,
the loss will be infinitely greater
than just an “L” on the scoreboard.
It will be putting a dent in your
community’s future.
If you would like to be a part of
the solution to the shortage of high
school officials, you can sign up
to become an MHSAA-registered
official on the “Officials” page at

Karissa Niehoff
www.mhsaa.com. Otherwise, adult
role models at high school athletic
events here in Michigan are always
welcome.

Mid-Michigan’s Largest
Chevy Dealer!
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is averaging just over 20 points
(82), 5 rebounds (20), over 3 steals
(13) and 3 assists (12),” Scheurer
said. “He is our “count on to do
everything guy. He handles the
ball for us and is our top scorer. He
has done a great job of leading the
group his senior both on and off
the court.”

Portland St. Patrick’s Brandon Scheurer, a standout basketball player with
Portland St. Patrick, has signed with Saginaw Valley State to play baseball.

Dalton Sink coaches the boys
and girls skiers at Grand Blanc.
“The lack of snow has been
disappointing for sure, however
we have been able to practice since
middle of November on snow.
As long as the temperatures are
cold enough the resorts can make
snow,” Sink said. “The season
started on Nov. 12. We had four
days of dryland and since then we
have been on snow. I would say we
have had about 20 days of practice
so far.

2017 and state runner-up in 2016
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“It has been a really sad year
with lack of snow, but the team has
not struggled too much,” Rockford
assistant ski coach Carlee McCardel said. “Conditions have not been
great but Cannonsburg (ski resort)
has been doing an amazing job
with snow making. I think we only
had to do one more dry land once
the season actually started. Our
typical week looks like Monday slalom training, Tuesday varsity race,
Wednesday GS training and then
Thursday JV race. Both varsity and
JV are on the snow all four of those
days.

“We have had about three meets
so far. Unfortunately with the lack
of snow and then getting too much
snow we have had to cancel two
varsity races. There are already
make up dates scheduled for these
races. (Head coach) Michael
(Williams) and I are both first time
coaches to Rockford so comparing
the snow fall to last year, I am not
going to be able to say. I am from
Traverse City so when I skied raced
I never went south of Caberfae
(Cadillac ski resort). This is my
first year at Cannonsburg so I can’t
even compare the snow fall from
personal skiing. Though we have
had not a lot of snow, the snowmaking people at Cannonsburg are
doing an amazing job.”

Beeson also plays varsity golf at
the school. She’s had impressive accomplishments the past three years.

was all-conference first team, and
all-district pitcher and team MVP.

St. Patrick Star To Play
Baseball At Saginaw Valley

Haring said his the team can
work on upgrading its skills faster
and competing with them.
“Our conference has downsized
this season,” Haring said. “We consider Fowlerville to be a favorite
and we are going to try our best to
compete against them this season.
We see our team as a part of the
top three in the conference.

coached by Robin Hanline, signed
with Cleary University, on Jan . 10 to
play college softball.
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Alexis Beeson has signed with Cleary University for softball.

High School Skiers Struggle
With Snow Conditions
John Raffel
Sports Scene
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New • Used • Finance • Service • Parts • Body Shop

Custom Screen Printing • Custom In Store Embroidery
Team Uniforms • Trophies • Business Apparel • Workwear • Varsity Jackets

SELL US YOUR CAR

NOW FEATURING ONLINE TEAM ORDERING
sandlotsports301.com/custom-online-store
1221 Salzburg
Bay City, MI 48706
989-391-9684

5605 State St.
2900 Universal Dr.
Saginaw. MI 48603
Saginaw, MI 48603
989-791-5900
989-781-2991
www.sandlotsports301.com

Next To Celebration Cinema
Lansing

517-803-2568

MID MICHIGAN”S ONLY
AUTOTRADER BUYING CENTER

632 American Rd. • Lansing, Ml
www.shaheenchevrolet.com
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888-799-3896

TAX & PLATES INCLUDED IN ALL PRICES!

opeN
suNdays
NooN - 5pm!

EXIT 99 Off US-127 ST. JOhnS fOr SavIngS

2019 gmc SiErrA douBLE cAB

2019 Buick EncorE

239/dn. $ SAVE
239/mo. 13,865!

$
$

2019 gmc TErrAin FWd

199/dn. $ SAVE
199/mo. 7,935!

*

$

*

$

$4,000/dn.* $129/mo.

235/dn. $ SAVE
235/mo. 6,590!

*

$

*

*

$

*

$4,000/dn.* $85/mo.

*

SALE
PricE

Sweet Deals!

WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE®

$4,000/dn.* $129/mo.

*

44,900

$

SALE
PricE

MSRP $58,795
TRADE ALLOWANCE GM FINANCIAL, GMS
36 MO 10K LEASE, FLEX PURCHASE,
LEASE LOYALTY, PLUS TAX

*

18,900

$

MSRP $26,835
GM FINANCIAL, GMS
36 MO 10K LEASE, FLEX PURCHASE
LEASE LOYALTY PLUS TAXES

SALE
PricE

22,800

$

MSRP $29,390
WITH TRADE, GM FINANCIAL GMS
36 MO 10K LEASE, FLEX PURCHASE
LEASE LOYALTY, PLUS TAX

Come Take a Test drive and Receive a Free Ride at The stables - sundanceridingstables.com

OVER 1200 UsEd CaRs and TRUCks
2010 Ford F-150 XL

RWD

$

SALE
PricE

14,900

255/doWn 255/monTH

$

$

2018 cHrYSLEr PAciFicA Touring L PLuS

30,900

445/doWn 445/monTH
$

2011 Ford EdgE LTd

TOURING L

SALE
PricE

$
$

2015 cHrYSLEr ToWn & counTrY

$

17,900

319/doWn 319/monTH

$

$

AWD

SALE
PricE

$

SALE
PricE

$

SALE
PricE

14,900

255/doWn 255/monTH

$

2013 cHrYSLEr 200 Touring

$

9,900

189/doWn 189/monTH

$

$

TAX & PLATE incLudEd in PAYmEnT

TAX & PLATE incLudEd in PAYmEnT

TAX & PLATE incLudEd in PAYmEnT

TAX & PLATE incLudEd in PAYmEnT

TAX & PLATE incLudEd in PAYmEnT

2012 dodgE rAm LArAmiE

2012 cHEVY Sonic 1LT

2014 cHEVY imPALA LTZ 2LZ

2013 cHEVY SiLVErAdo LS

2010 Ford F-150 FX4

4x4

SALE
PricE

23,900

$

355/doWn 355/monTH

$

$

SALE
PricE

6,400

135/doWn 135/monTH

$

$

SALE
PricE

13,900

$

$

255/doWn 255/monTH

$

$

RWD

$

15,900

279/doWn 279/monTH

$

$

4x4

SALE
PricE

$

SALE
PricE

21,900

349/doWn 349/monTH

$

$

TAX & PLATE incLudEd in PAYmEnT

TAX & PLATE incLudEd in PAYmEnT

TAX & PLATE incLudEd in PAYmEnT

TAX & PLATE incLudEd in PAYmEnT

TAX & PLATE incLudEd in PAYmEnT

2013 Ford TAuruS SEL

2014 gmc TErrAin SLT-1

2007 PonTiAc ViBE

2010 cHEVY AVALAncHE LT LT1

2015 Ford FuSion SE

$

SALE
PricE

12,900

229/doWn 229/monTH

$

$

$

SALE
PricE

16,900

299/doWn 299/monTH

$

$

4x4

SALE
PricE

2,900

$

119/doWn 119/monTH

$

$

$

SALE
PricE

17,900

319/doWn 319/monTH

$

$

$

SALE
PricE

13,900

255/doWn 255/monTH

$

$

TAX & PLATE incLudEd in PAYmEnT

TAX & PLATE incLudEd in PAYmEnT

TAX & PLATE incLudEd in PAYmEnT

TAX & PLATE incLudEd in PAYmEnT

TAX & PLATE incLudEd in PAYmEnT

2012 dodgE grAnd cArAVAn SE AVP

2016 cHEVY mALiBu LT 1LT

2009 dodgE rAm LArAmiE

2011 Ford FuSion SE

2003 dodgE dAkoTA

SALE
PricE

$

9,900

189/doWn 189/monTH

$

$

TAX & PLATE incLudEd in PAYmEnT

$

SALE
PricE

15,900

279/doWn 279/monTH

$

$

4x4

TAX & PLATE incLudEd in PAYmEnT

$

SALE
PricE

17,900

319/doWn 319/monTH

$

$

TAX & PLATE incLudEd in PAYmEnT

RWD

SALE
PricE

$

7,900

155/doWn 155/monTH

$

$

SALE
PricE

TAX & PLATE incLudEd in PAYmEnT

$

6,900

129/doWn 129/monTH

$

$

TAX & PLATE incLudEd in PAYmEnT

877sUndanCE.COm

New & Used Vehicles:
All Payments are with approved credit, see
dealer for details.*On used vehicles from
2.49% - 3.24% APR, 24-84 months financing.

High School Seniors and Special Vocational Education Students $
$
Call Sundance, We Have Special Intern Programs As Well As Automotive Technician Programs And More!
$
$
and make money! $
$ go To School, make money. graduate With

Attention!

