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Evangelism in the Age of COVID	
	Rob	Whitacre	

COVID hit us all in the back. We did not see it coming. We were not ready for it. Elders and 
preachers quickly scrambled to apply the Scripture to the warnings and new regulations 
given by medical and governing officials. Some congregations closed their doors, but many 
tried to remain open by using a combination of social media and limited observance at the 
building; a very few continued to assemble in a traditional manner. I am not passing 
judgment on any of these actions as this is not the purpose of this lesson. We did the best we 
could with the information given. We have learned a lot and certainly are much better 
equipped to deal with it and make better decisions in the future. 
  
Our pre-COVID numbers on evangelism were horrific. In short, we have been bleeding church 
members for more than forty years. Prior to Covid we were looking at the extinction of the 
church of Christ in our nation around the year 2069. COVID has been catastrophic to our 
future and only hastened the day. As congregations turned out or dimmed their lights, 
evangelism plummeted. As we have traveled the country during the past two years, we have 
seen anywhere from a 25to 50 percent decline in attendance. At this point, most of the losses 
are permanent. They are not coming back.   

EVANGELISM MODEL 
  
I. CONTACTS:  Evangelism is about people, and if you don’t create contacts, you are dead in 

the water. Church members are the best resource for contacts. Engaging them is essential. 

II. PROSPECTS:  Jumping from contacts to Bible studies is a leap too far. Prospecting contacts 
is a congregational work that takes leadership and intentional focus.   

III. BIBLE STUDIES (7 SUCCESSFUL METHODS): Cards, Food, and Visits don’t equal conversion 
and more than likely, people are not coming forward after the sermon. Learning how to 
conduct a personal Bible study is fundamental and essential to soul winning.   
A. Personal Bible Studies 
B. Virtual Personal Studies 
C. Digital Studies 
D. Group Studies 
E. Correspondence Courses 
F. An Evangelism Book. 
G. Tracks 

IV. BAPTISMS:  You baptize them when you meet them! Baptisms are not an accident but the 
results of a strategic approach. It is the pinnacle of the mission. It should be celebrated by 
the congregation and used to motivate others to get involved.   
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V. NEW CONVERTS:  Any evangelism strategy must include a plan to keep the saved, saved.  
Every church of Christ should have a robust new converts strategy that involves formal 
classes and mentoring.  

VI. GROWING CHURCHES 

What has changed? What about Covid has changed the evangelism model that began in Acts 
2? The answer may surprise you. Covid has not diminished our ability to achieve success; it 
has strengthened it. We now have an opportunity to reach the lost unlike anything we have 
seen in the past two generations. If we don’t train the saved to reach the lost, COVID may not 
only take the lives of family, friends, and neighbors, but may also the further weaken the 
church of Christ and hastened our own demise.   
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What is Evangelism? 
John	Haffner	

Perhaps you have thought in the past, “Evangelism is scary! I don’t like that topic, I don’t like 
when preachers talk about it, and I definitely don’t like when we have a seminar about it and 
people encourage me to attend.” Some members of the Lord’s church view evangelism as an 
impossible task. In many places this attitude has prevailed to the point where efforts of 
evangelism have virtually ceased, with no plan to start any time soon. It is required that men 
and women of God would evangelize. So, let’s get comfortable with it and better grasp the 
concept from a biblical perspective. 

1) Evangelism is sharing the message of the gospel. Our English word for evangelism comes 
to us from the Greek language. Three times in the New Testament we find a form of 
euaggelistes, a noun referring to a preacher or speaker of glad tidings (Acts 21:8; Eph. 4:11; 2 
Tim. 4:5). More than fifty times we find a form of euaggelizo, a verb denoting the proclamation 
or sharing of good news (Acts 8:4; 17:18; 1 Cor. 15:1). In these we can see a tie to the word for 
gospel, euaggelion, which appears more than seventy times (Rom. 1:16; Eph. 1:13; 2 Thess. 1:8). 
Evangelism is declaring the good news of Jesus’ identity, accomplishments, and doctrine. 

2) Evangelism is concerned with souls above all. The soul is the great equalizer among 
mankind. Irrespective of culture, education, wealth, or politics, all souls are desired by God and 
their salvation is more valuable than all the world’s goods (Mark 8:36-37; 1 Tim. 2:3-4). Jesus 
displayed His commitment to soul-winning in stating that He came “to seek and to save that 
which was lost” (Luke 19:9-10). For this reason, the Savior tasked His followers with 
proclaiming His teaching to all creation (Mark 16:15-16). Christians must faithfully carry that 
message, facilitating the process of conversion and obedience to the gospel, winning them to 
Christ (Acts 3:19; 8:12). When we adopt a soul-focused approach, it changes the way we look 
at everything (John 4:34-35; Jude 22-23). We will see everyone we meet as a prospective 
candidate for Bible study and every situation of life will be made to serve our desire to share 
the message of the gospel! 

3) Evangelism is the Lord’s will for church growth. In the early chapters of the book of Acts, 
several encounters are recorded in which God speaks to the lost. However, His communication 
to these souls is not to directly teach them what they must do to be saved but rather to unite 
them with a prepared presenter of His word! Concerning the eunuch, the Spirit told Philip, “Go 
near and overtake this chariot” (Acts 8:29). Before he had met Ananias, Christ told Saul, “Arise 
and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do” (Acts 9:6). An angel of God 
instructed Cornelius, “Send for Simon whose surname is Peter… He will tell you what you must 
do” (Acts 10:5-6). It is not the Lord’s will that He share the message of the gospel with the lost
—that’s for us to do! 

4) Evangelism is for ALL members of the Lord’s church. When Jesus charged the eleven with 
making disciples and baptizing, His instruction included “teaching them to observe all things 
that I have commanded you” (Matt. 28:16-20). Continuing Christian education must contain 
the responsibility of sharing the message of the gospel (2 Tim. 2:2). As with any skill or 
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discipline, we will mature and develop when we continually give ourselves to exercise and 
training (Heb. 5:12-14). To put it another way, if you want to be an expert at evangelizing, then 
you must first be willing to be a novice. The one true faith, the word of reconciliation, has 
been placed into the hands of the saints (2 Cor. 5:18-20; 2 Pet. 1:3; Jude 3). And all of the 
saints must prioritize sharing it as well as growing in our ability to share it effectively. 

Study questions and Application 
• Some congregations don’t evangelize and seem to alleviate their guilt by focusing more on 

benevolence and edification. Is this a biblical strategy? Why or why not? 
• Suppose you hear a member of the Lord’s church say, “There’s no one to evangelize!” How 

would you respond to their statement? What scriptures would agree with your reply? 
Provide some places/situations where evangelism contacts could be found. 

• Suppose that a Christian says they are too young to evangelize and will get around to 
sharing the message of the gospel later in their life. Is this decision pleasing to God? Why 
or why not? How might you encourage this Christian? 

• Suppose that a Christian says evangelism doesn’t work anymore. How should “success” be 
defined and measured in a congregation’s evangelism plan? Are there different ways to 
fulfill the command to evangelize? How might you encourage this Christian? 

• Read 1 Corinthians 3:5-6. What would be included in the Christian’s work of planting and 
watering? How might someone “prepare the soil” to receive planting and watering? 

• Read Proverbs 11:30. How should fruit be understood in this context? Why would a soul-
winner be considered wise? List out as many reasons as you can. 

• Read Ezekiel 33:7-9 and 1 Timothy 4:16. What does being a watchman entail? In what way 
would Timothy save himself? How would these passages relate to the “I can’t evangelize” 
attitude of some Christians today? 
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From Friend to Sister 
Carlie	Bond	

“Go ye into all the world…” Many of us have read these words, heard them in sermons, and 
memorized them in Bible Classes. We have talked about the Great Commission as we go on a 
mission trip, or provide funds to help someone else do the same. But have we missed the full 
force and impact of Jesus’ command to us? When we consider how the first Christians carried 
out the Great Commission, we see that before they became traveling missionaries, they were 
local evangelists! They told their own friends, neighbors, and relatives about Jesus the Christ. 
They had conversations that either bonded them together in Christ, or set them at variance 
with their own inner circle (Matt. 10:34-35).  

Notice how the Parable of the Sower found in Luke 8:5-15 shows us the spirit of evangelism 
in three key points:  

• The Sower had the Seed. 
• The Sower went out. 
• The Sower sowed without discrimination.  

Consider how we can take this Parable and use it to turn our friends into sisters in Christ:  

I. Find your power (Rom. 1:16-17) 
A. We cannot share what we do not know.  
B. The Gospel message and plan of salvation are simple (2 Cor. 11:3). 
C. Sow the seed and let God do the rest (1 Cor. 3:6).  

II. Take the power where it’s needed BOLDLY  
A. Example is important, but isn’t everything! 
B. Do not be afraid to appear “religious.”  
C. Interject God’s Word into every situation, discussion, and interaction. 

III. Throw that seed everywhere! 
A. The soil is not ours prepare (Ezra 7:10, 2 Chron. 12:14). 
B. Appearances can be deceiving.  

1. The tax collector (Matt. 9:9) 
2. The immoral woman (John 4) 
3. The religious fanatic (Acts 9) 

C. Don’t judge the soils – just sow the seed!  

Study questions and Application 
• Make a list of friends, coworkers and relatives who need Jesus.  
• Write down what has held you back from talking about Jesus, His church and His plan of 

salvation with each of these people.  
• Pray that you will see the opportunities you have to share the gospel, that you’ll be bold in 

sharing the gospel, and that you will value the souls around you more than your peace.  

5



In for the Long Haul 
Carl	McCann	

Two men were engaged in conversation. One man said to the other,  “I don’t like the way you 
do evangelism.” The second man responded, “I’m not happy with my method either. How do 
you do it?” The first man replied, “I don’t.” To which the second man said, “I like my method 
better than yours.”  

As Christians we are to be concerned about evangelism, desiring that all people obey the 
gospel (2 Pet. 3:9). Methods of evangelism have changed, but eventually there must be a one-
on-one interaction between the prospect and the teacher (Acts 8:26ff). During this interaction 
Christians must be aware of the prospect (many are carrying a lot of baggage) and allow them 
the time they need to process this new and powerful information (Rom. 1:16). I don’t know 
about you, but I’ve never found the ideal time to be patient, so let’s notice some things that 
will hopefully help us as we seek to evangelize. 

Patient In Person (Jude 20-21) 
Knowing the gravity of the situation, (lost or saved), we want the prospect to obey the gospel 
today, time is of the essence (2 Cor. 6:2), however, the person with whom we are studying, may 
have some issues to resolve in their life before they can make this life altering decision. I 
don’t know the source, but someone said, “patience is a virtue,” and they were right (cf. Jas. 1:4). 
Is it not the case that patience in evangelism can be a great benefit for the teacher?  

Patience In Practice (Jude 22-23) 
How many times have you had a study set up, only to have it canceled at the last minute? This 
is often discouraging to the teacher and they might begin to ask, “ what’s the use, no one is 
interested in studying the Bible.” During these episodes it would do us good to pause and 
reflect upon this great truth, “I have planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase” (1 
Cor. 3:6). Remember, “patience is a virtue.” 

Patience In the Power (Jude 24-25) 
The power to save the souls of men resides within the gospel, however, the heart of the 
student must be changed before they can respond in the appropriate manner. Jesus reminds 
us of this fact in Matthew 13 in the Parable of the Sower. In reality we just never know what 
type of heart we are dealing with, but we must trust in the power of the gospel to do its work. 
“Patience is a virtue.” 

Patience And Perseverance 
Time is a most precious commodity! In reality all of humanity will live somewhere forever, but 
we only have a brief period of time to get ready for our eternal dwelling place (Heb. 9:27). In 
evangelism time spent in one place can be a great ally. For instance, let’s say a previous 
attempt to study fell through, however, after a period of time, the events of life unfold and the 
person who canceled now needs a spiritual perspective. Being in the same place for an 
extended period of time can possibly provide you  with the opportunity you thought was lost 
forever. “Patience is a virtue.” 
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Study Questions and Application 
• What is your choice in evangelism material (Fishers of Men; Back to the Bible, Jule Miller 

Film Strips, etc)?  
• How does the promise of Isaiah 55:11 help to encourage you? 
• In what ways can we overcome impatience with people when they fail to obey God’s word?  
• What are some examples of Jesus exhibiting patience that can help me learn to be more 

patient? 
• How careful must we be to not shake the dust from our feet too soon (Matt. 10:14)? 
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Making Soul Winning  
A Priority 
John	Baker	

Each of the following statements is generally true (with only rare exceptions): 
• The local church will imitate the evangelistic attitudes of her leaders. 
• The local church will imitate the evangelistic motives of her leaders. 
• The local church will imitate the evangelistic emphasis of her leaders. 

God expects elders and preachers to set the tone (1 Cor. 11:1). When it came to soul winning, 
Paul stated: “I have become all things to all men, that I might by all means save some” (1 Cor. 
9:22). This statement provides excellent food for thought regarding the priority of soul 
winning. 

I. Soul Winning Requires Determination 
A. Notice the determination of Paul 

1. “I do not run with uncertainty; I do not fight as one who beats the air” (1 Cor. 9:26) 
2. “Woe is me if I do not preach the Gospel” (1 Cor. 9:16) 
3. “Only one receives the prize… run so you may win” (1 Cor. 9:24) 

B. No individual or congregation ever became more evangelistic by accident. 
1. “Things don’t just happen; somebody’s got to make them happen.” 
2. “If we aim at nothing, we are sure to hit it.” 
3. “A determined man with a rusty wrench can accomplish more than a loafer with 

new tools.” 
II. Practically Speaking, What Does Determination Look Like in a Local Congregation? 

A. Equip the saints through theocentric (God-focused) preaching and teaching: 
1. People matter to God (Luke 15; John 3:16; Eph. 2:4-7; Rom. 8:1-4). 
2. Evangelism is how a loving God reaches out to lost people (Acts 2, 8, 16).  
3. God draws people to Himself by Christ and His cross (1 Cor. 2:2; John 12:32). 

B. Pray for souls: Make lists of people who need to obey the Gospel and pray! 
C. Consider building a team of evangelists (2 Tim. 2:2; Luke 10:1-12; Matt. 10:1-15)  

1. Pair up (perhaps one experienced teacher, one less experienced). 
2. Pray together about opportunities for teaching.  
3. Teach Bible studies together when opportunities are available. 
4. Share with others the successes, frustrations and difficulties of soul winning. 

D. Think about ways for the congregation to “rub shoulders” with unbelievers for the 
purpose of building relationships and sharing the Gospel (Luke 15:1-2; Mark 2:14-17). 
1. Christianity is about believing (John 8:24), behaving (1 Pet. 1:15-16), and 

belonging (Acts 2:42-47). Each can and should be appropriately emphasized in the 
process of sharing the Gospel. 
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Study Questions and Application 
• Do my personal attitudes, motives, and emphases reflect God’s concern for the lost? Why or 

why not?  
• What is one specific thing I can do to encourage a stronger soul-winning spirit at the 

congregation where I worship? 
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Learning from Naomi  
and Lydia 
Athena	Scherffius	

The Impact Of Naomi 
“And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for whither 
thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and 
thy God my God: Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: the Lord do so to me, 
and more also, if ought but death part thee and me” (Ruth 1:16-17). The words of Ruth are 
generally noted to demonstrate her character, but a closer look also reveals the influence of 
her mother-in-law, Naomi.  

When we consider women of the Bible, there are several who come to mind who impacted 
the lives of those around them. One who stands out in our minds is Naomi. We hear many 
“mother-in-law” jokes today and how the relationship with their daughters-in-law is at odds 
and causes strife among the family. As women, we can turn to Naomi and learn to be godly 
mothers-in-law to our children’s spouses. We can show the world what it truly means to be a 
loving family. Naomi taught us how to lead by example. She demonstrated great faith in the 
presence of her daughters-in-law during times of joy and in times of heartache. She faithfully 
served God through every up and down life threw at her. They witnessed how a wife and 
mother should treat her family and take care of them. We learn the lesson of kindness 
between Naomi and her two daughters-in-law. Even though she lost her husband and two 
sons, she was kind and patient with them. While Orpah returned to her people through the 
encouragement of Naomi, Ruth insisted on staying with Naomi and becoming part of her 
people. Naomi’s life had a tremendous impact on her daughters-in-law, especially Ruth. 
Through her example, we learn how to build a loving foundation that will last a lifetime. 

The Influence Of Lydia 
“And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, which 
worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things 
which were spoken of Paul. And when she was baptized, and her household, she besought us, 
saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. 
And she constrained us” (Acts 16:14-15).  

In the New Testament, we read of another great lady, Lydia. We should not overlook the role 
this godly woman had in the church. First, Lydia had the right attitude toward God. She didn’t 
let the fact that she was not “at home” hinder her from worship (Acts 16:14a). Her heart was 
right and open to hearing the words of God (Acts 16:14b). She was obedient to the gospel, 
and being baptized provided an example that encouraged others to follow God (Acts 16:15a). 
Her hospitality encouraged Paul and his companions and provided an occasion to strengthen 
the church (Acts 16:15b, 40). Lydia teaches us how to live acceptably, grow through the word 
of God, and influence others by our actions. 
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Study Questions and Application 
• What should be our attitude toward our in-laws? 
• In what ways did Naomi impact the life of her daughters-in-law? 
• How can we strength our relationships with our daughters-in-law so that we may have a 

lasting influence in their lives? 
• What qualities of Lydia’s character are worthy to be imitated? 
• How can we imitate Lydia and influence our Christian brothers and sisters? 
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Evangelize Like Barnabas 
Ronnie	Scherffius	

Introduction 
I. The Acts of the Apostles serves as an inspired record of the establishment of the church 

and evangelistic work of the apostles. 
II. The work the apostles Peter and John (Acts 3-4; 5:1-17; 8:14; 9:32-43; 10:1-11:18) and 

Paul (9:20-22; 13:1–28:31) are especially highlighted. 
III. There were many other men whose work should not go unnoticed. 
IV. One of these is Barnabas — often considered a man “behind the scenes.” 
V. If we look at Barnabas only in that light — we fail to realize the critical role he played in 

evangelism throughout the Roman Empire.  
VI. Let’s note some particulars about the character, attitude, and work of  Barnabas that will 

help us to be more effective in our evangelistic efforts 

Discussion 
I. Selflessness of Barnabas (Acts 14:36-37; 5:1-2) 
II. Commendations made by Barnabas (Acts 9:23-27) 
III. Strengthening Work of Barnabas (Acts 11:19-24) 
IV. Barnabas Laboring Together with Others (Acts 11:25-26; 13:1-43) 
V. Benevolent Nature of Barnabas (Acts 11:27-30; 12:24-25) 
VI. Barnabas’ Work to Resolve Issues in the Church (Acts 15:1-12) 
VII.  Mentoring Work of Barnabas (Acts 15:36-39) 

Conclusion 
• The role of Barnabas was vital to the success and growth of the first century church. 
• His work as an evangelist with Paul is documented for us by Luke (Acts 13-14).  
• His labors apart from Paul are largely unknown.  
• What information about Barnabas is recorded for us paints a picture of a good man whose 

attitude and character helped to foster an evangelistic atmosphere. 
• Let us strive to Arise and Evangelize like Barnabas. 

Study Questions and Application 
• What are ways we can imitate Barnabas’ selfless character and benevolent nature to aid in 

evangelism? 
• How did Barnabas’ commendation of others help evangelistic efforts? 
• List some ways that strengthening brethren will foster evangelism in the local church.  
• Why is it important to labor with others when we seek to evangelize? 
• What impact does mentoring have on the work of evangelism? 
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Make the Most of Every 
Opportunity 
Alana	May	

Each day presents us with an opportunity to influence others and lead them to Christ. In 
Matthew 5:14-16, Jesus tells us to shine with God’s light in a dark world. By doing so, others 
will see God’s love through us. 

Outsiders’ Perceptions 
In a seemingly ever increasingly skeptical culture, a Christian’s opportunity to reach the lost 
can feel like an uphill battle. This is further heightened when those claiming to follow Christ 
don’t have lifestyles distinct from the world. Every day, we have opportunities to show people 
outside of the church the distinctness of true Christianity. 

Our Character 
If we’re going to impact those we come in contact with, we must first make sure our Christian 
walk is in harmony with the Bible and that our actions convey Christ’s message. It’s not 
enough to say, “I’m a Christian.” It needs to be lived out every day. We are “ambassadors for 
Christ” (2 Cor. 5:20) and need to be living a Christ-like life, even when it’s hard. The pages of 
the Bible are rich with examples of men and women who stayed true to God’s word, and 
because of their faithfulness, they were able to influence those around them. Daniel is one 
such figure whose consistent, godly character impacted those around him. 

Opportunities 
Each of us has unique opportunities and experiences to teach others about Christ and the 
church. Just as Paul said in 1 Corinthians 12, we each have special talents that strengthen the 
church as a whole. From our community-at-large, to our closest friends, we should seek out 
every opportunity to tell others about the Good News. 

Study Questions and Application 
• What are some Bible figures who took opportunities teach others? How did they use their 

circumstances to teach others about God? 
• What are some strengths I have to influence people for good? 
• What unique opportunities or interests do I have that can help reach others? 
• What barriers do I notice in different generations? 
• What are some ways I can develop relationships with people in my sphere of influence to 

show them a Christ-like love? 
• In each of my ‘spheres of influence’ how can I influence people directly? Indirectly?  
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Lead the Way! 
Tom	Moore	

There is a great need in our day for fathers to live up to their God-given tasks. One of the 
reasons that the church is as weak as it is in many places is because fathers are not fulfilling 
their spiritual duties. One of the reasons that so many of the youth of our day are involved in 
drugs, premarital sex, gang activity, and a host of other sinful things is because fathers are not 
fulfilling their responsibilities. It is time that we as fathers and grandfathers realize the 
awesome responsibility, we have in molding our children's spiritual lives.  

I. The Kind of Fathers not Needed 
A. We do not need fathers today who will pitch their tents toward Sodom as did ancient 

Lot. 
1. Genesis 13:10-13; 2 Peter 2:7-8  
2. Sadly, many fathers made many of life's decisions with materialism as a dominant 

factor 
3. Concerning Evangelism… 

B. We do not need fathers today who will not restrain their children like the Eli of old. 
1. 1 Samuel 2:12, 17  
2. Fathers who are too permissive are the greatest enemy of a child (Pro. 29:15, 17) 
3. Concerning Evangelism…  

C. We do not need fathers today who practice theft, deception, and dishonesty as did 
Achan in Joshua's day. 
1. The Lord made it plain that all the spoils of Jericho belonged to Him and were to 

go into His treasury (Jos. 6:17-19) 
2. Joshua 7:11… there was sin in the camp!  
3. Concerning Evangelism… 

D. We do not need fathers today such as Jeroboam was to Nadab. 
1. Jeroboam was the first of 19 kings of the northern kingdom, and had the 

opportunity of setting a righteous tone for his government and for his successors, 
one of who would be his son Nadab - but instead he chose to walk by his own 
sinful stubbornness  

2. Note 1 Kings 15:25-26 
3. Concerning Evangelism…  

E. We do not need fathers today who rear their children in the speech of Ashdod. 
1. Such was the case in Nehemiah's day 
2. Nehemiah 13:23-24 
3. Concerning Evangelism… 

II. The Kind of Fathers Desperately Needed 
A. We need fathers today who will emulate Enoch. 

1. Genesis 5:24; Hebrews 11:5; Jude 14-15 
2. These verses picture Enoch as a father who walked with God, a man of great faith, 

and a man who was not afraid to speak out against ungodly speech and conduct  
3. Concerning Evangelism… 

B. We need fathers today who will emulate Noah. 
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1. Hebrews 11:7; 2 Peter 2:5; Genesis 6:8-9 
2. Noah was Concerned about the saving of his children  
3. Concerning Evangelism… 

C. We need fathers today who will emulate Abraham. 
1. Genesis 18:19  
2. He “trained the way they should go” (Pro. 22:6); Ephesians 6:4 
3. Concerning Evangelism… 

D. We need fathers today who will emulate Joshua. 
1. Joshua trusted in God when others would not 
2. Joshua 24:15  
3. Concerning Evangelism 

E. We need fathers who will emulate our Father in Heaven 
1. A loving and merciful Father 
2. A demanding Father 
3. Concerning Evangelism… 

Study Questions and Application 
• Study the book of Proverbs for valuable information on fatherhood. 
• List some ways you can become a better father. 
• How can you be a good example in evangelism to your children? 
• How does the Great Commission apply to you and your family? 
• How can you as a family fulfill the Great Commission? 
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The Ezra Principle 
Bill Burk 

One could describe him as humble, sacrificial, zealous, trustworthy, prayerful, conscientious 
and spiritually minded.  He led his people with focus, faithfulness and effectiveness.  Despite 1 2

his relative obscurity, he goes down in the annals of history as one of the Bible’s unsung 
heroes. He steps into the spotlight in 458 B.C., approximately eighty years after the Jews 
experienced the end of Babylonian Captivity (539-538 B.C.). God used him to lead a group of 
exiles back to their homeland and in the process, he became one of Israel’s greatest 
reformers. The man under consideration is Ezra, whom the Bible describes as a “skilled scribe 
in the Law of Moses” (Ezra 7:6, NKJV). His example still rings true for those who desire to 
know the Lord and to teach others. Therefore, this discussion will highlight the Ezra principle, 
as laid out in Ezra 7:10, and particularly as it relates to evangelism.  Such a principle involves 
the following.  

The Preparation Of The Heart 
“For Ezra had prepared his heart…” One translation reads, “Ezra had devoted himself…” (NIV). 
Breneman  says the expression literally means, “had set his heart on…” He says the secret of 3

Ezra’s impact was his love for God’s word and his people. He did not look at his work as a 
hobby or pastime but as his purpose. Successful evangelism results when brethren prepare 
their hearts for the task. 

The Desire To Know God And His Will 
“… To seek the law of the Lord…” To seek the law of the Lord involves seeking God’s will for 
one’s life and seeking God’s will for one’s life involves having an intense desire to know Him 
(cf. Jer 9:23-24). In the OT, we read of two kings, one, Rehoboam, who did not prepare his heart 
to seek God and therefore failed as king (2 Chron 12:13), and another, Jehoshaphat, who 
overcame failure because he had spent much time seeking the Lord (2 Chron 19:1-3). Ezra did 
not simply seek to know the law of the Lord but also to truly know the Lord of the Law (cf. Phil 
3:7-11; 2 Tim 1:12). Saving souls demands knowing God and his word and then sharing the 
treasures gleaned with others.  

The Determination To Live What One Learns 
“…. And to do it…” the secret of Ezra’s lasting influence results from his desire to teach what 
he first lived, and what he lived, he made sure the Scriptures taught. When one follows Ezra’s 
example, he will save his study from unreality, his conduct from uncertainty, and his teaching 
from insincerity and shallowness.  When one follows Ezra’s example in this regard, he will 4

simultaneously walk in the steps of Jesus, who perfectly practiced all that he taught (Acts 1:1). 
No Christian should emulate the Pharisees, of whom Jesus said, “they say and do not” (Matt 

 Lockyer, Herbert. 1958. All The Men Of The Bible. Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 1

 George, Jim. 2008. The Bare Bones Bible Bios. Eugene: Harvest House Publishers.2

 Breneman, Mervin 1998. Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther. Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 3

 Kidner, Derek. 1979. Ezra, Nehemiah. Downers Grove: Inter-Varsity Press. 4
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23:3). Rather, Christians must strive, not just to hear God’s word but to do it (Jas 1:22). Positive 
soul winning demands consistency.  

The Responsibility To Teach Others God’s Truth 
“… And to teach statutes and ordinances in Israel…” Ezra chose to teach what he knew and 
because of his decision to do so, he helped bring about one of Israel’s greatest revivals, and as 
mentioned earlier, he has gone down in history as a great man of God (cf. Neh 8:1-12). When 
Christians seek to live the will of God and to know it like Ezra did, they position themselves to 
evangelize the lost both through their lives and their lips (cf. Col 4:6; 1 Pet 3:15).  

Conclusion 
Unless followers of Jesus commit themselves to the task of learning God’s word for the 
purpose of obeying it and sharing it with others, they will never experience the joy they 
otherwise could in this area and the cause of Christ will suffer. The whole world, with all of its 
treasures, does not compare in value to one solitary soul (Mark 8:36-37). Therefore, like Ezra, 
may Christians everywhere prepare their hearts to seek the God of heaven to learn His will 
and to share it with all whom they meet.  

Study Questions and Application 
• What must one do to prepare his heart to seek the Lord? How does this impact 

evangelism? 
• Why is it important to seek both the law of the Lord along with the Lord Himself?  
• In regard to evangelism, why is it so important both to do and to teach?  
• How does following Ezra’s example help Christians to live more like Jesus?   
• Why do some Christians choose not to teach what they know?  
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Winning Without A Word 
(1 Peter 3:1-7) 
Neal	Pollard	
  
Peter's readers were pilgrims (1:1), those staying a while in a foreign place. They had to be 
holy, not conforming themselves to former lusts (1:14-16). They were to lay aside carnal 
actions characterized by the unredeemed (2:1). They were to proclaim Him to a dark world 
(2:10). They had the ability to put to silence foolish men's ignorance by doing good (2:15), but 
this might cause them to suffer (2:21-25). This emphasis continues throughout the letter, 
urging a countercultural way of life.That included how Christian marriages operated. Peter 
gives four ways to do this, thinking like a soul-winner.  

I. We Must Give Emphasis to the Spiritual in our Conduct (1-2). 
A. It should be soul-conscious (1). 
B. It should be chaste (2). 
C. It should be accompanied by fear (2)–key word in 1 Peter (cf. 1:17; 2:17; 3:15). 

II. We are to Give Emphasis to the Spiritual in our Clothing (3-5). 
A. Peter warns against a materialistic, externally-focused life. 
B. Contextually, adorn yourself with the proper spirit (5:5). 

III. We are to Give Emphasis to the Spiritual in our Capacity (5-7). 
A. In context, husband and wife are to fulfill their God-given roles. 
B. Ephesians (5-6) and Colossians (3-4) show how we share Christ by how we operate in 

our given roles.  
IV. We are to Give Emphasis to the Spiritual in our Consecration (7). 

A. Peter targets the prayer life. 
B. Devotion to our private spiritual life pays public dividends. 
C. A “Kingdom-first” mentality helps us save our own soul (and that of others). 

Conclusion 

I. Peter writes this letter to instruct a Christian on how to live among the gentiles, setting 
an example for the world around them. 

Study Questions and Application 
• What does the word chaste mean? How does Sarah demonstrate it? 
• How does Peter use the word "fear" in this epistle? As it means more than mere reverence 

or respect, how can this drive us to be soul-conscious? 
• How can our clothing be a deterrent/drawing card in our evangelistic efforts (think about 

more than merely immodesty/modesty)?  
• How does Peter tie the way you act in marriage to soul-winning? 
• Is your home a hub for spiritual activity? Practically speaking, how can you make it such? 
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Tools of the Trade 
Branyon	May	

From personal contacts to connecting digitally, from sitting down together to remotely 
sharing the Gospel, there are a multitude of tools and resources available to help in 
evangelism. This lesson is designed to introduce and discuss ideas on how these resources 
can best be used. 

Finding and Being Found 
One of the first steps in evangelizing is 
making a plan for how to contact and how 
to teach. The parable of the soils/sower in 
Matthew 13 shows there are good hearts, 
some eager to receive and others eagerly 
searching. Are we working to find and be 
found? 

Where are people? In the New Testament, 
we find Jesus and later the Apostles going 
where people are. We can do the same.“Go 
into all the world” implies working to 
communicate with everyone, no matter 
where they are located…physically and 
electronically. 

Means of Study 
After making contact, what means of study are available? The fundamentals of 
communication between people are the same today as they ever have been, but sometimes 
modes can change. 

Consider the various modes to teach the Gospel: 
• Print methods (workbooks, tracts, study guides, books) 

• Back to the Bible, Video Bible Study, House to House, Transformed 
• Visual methods (videos, PowerPoint, charts) 

• Searching for Truth, Video Bible Study, Gospel Reenacted chart 
• Remote (correspondence courses, email, video conference) 

• AP or John Hurt courses, emailing PDFs or website links, Zoom or Facetime 

Study Questions and Application 
• What evangelism tools do I know?  
• Where do I go to learn new information? Is there a means of evangelism there? 
• What means of electronic communication do I know how to use? 
• Does my electronic conversation mirror my physical conversation? 
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You Can Make A Difference! 
Brennan	Hooper	

When we think about evangelism, what usually comes to our minds are things like knocking 
on doors, hanging fliers on doors, taking trips to foreign countries, supporting missionaries in 
foreign countries, and the like. These are things that we would do well to continue to do. 
However, these types of things can be slightly intimidating especially among a younger 
audience. I believe there is a simple way to spread the good news that unfortunately goes 
underutilized at times. 

In Matthew 22, Jesus was being asked questions from every corner of the sects of the first 
century Jews. After teaching about how all are invited to the Kingdom of God through the 
parable of the wedding feast in 22:1-14, He is asked questions by the Herodians (22:15-22), 
the Sadducees (22:23-33), a lawyer seeking to test Him (22:34-40), and the Pharisees 
(22:41-46). Certainly the most familiar of these questions is when the lawyer asked our Lord, 
“Teacher, what is the greatest commandment of the Law?” Of which Jesus famously answered, 
“‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 
mind.’ This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.” 

Applying what Jesus said were the greatest of the 613 laws of the Old Law to our evangelism 
is a critical task. Particularly when He told us, as Moses did all those years ago, to love our 
neighbor as ourselves. By walking in love towards everyone around you, you will stand out in 
a world that is by and large, loveless. Evangelism does not have to be strictly limited to door 
knocking and foreign missions. One way that we can win others to Christ is by simply letting 
them “see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven” (Matt. 5:16). By standing out and 
being the embodiment of love and tenderness as Jesus was, you will stand out as one who 
lives a lifestyle that is attractive to the world. Simply loving your neighbor is a key way that 
you can make a difference. 

Study Questions and Application 
• What made Caleb stand out per Num. 14:24? 
• What did Paul say summed up the commandments of the Old Law in Rom. 13:8-9? 
• What did Paul become in order to win more for Christ in 1 Cor. 9:19-23? 
• What will make our good works profitless per 1 Cor. 13:1? 
• What did Peter say might win unbelieving husbands over to Christ in 1 Pet. 3:1? 
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It Starts at Home 
Neal	Pollard	

Peter writes 2 Peter to encourage us all to possess the kind of knowledge we need to share 
with others. I want to take you on a brief journey through 2 Peter to encourage us to grow in 
our Christian lives. I believe it's a formula that will help our families be soul-winners who are 
serving the Savior. It contains the blessings we receive as we grow in our knowledge of Christ 
that will motivate us to serve Him. It's crucial to parents instilling faith in their children, 
crucial to evangelism with adult children, spouses, and extended family members. Notice that 
when you grow in knowledge… 

I. You can Have the Same Kind of Faith as Apostles like Peter (1:1). 
II. Grace and Peace are Multiplied to You (1:2). 
III. You are Given all things Pertaining to Life and Godliness (1:3). 
IV. You will Never Stumble (1:10). 
V. You are Reminded (1:12-13). 
VI. You Avoid the Destructive Work of those Without True Knowledge (1 Pet. 2). 
VII. You are Forewarned of the Last Days (3:3). 
VIII.You Grow (3:18). 

Conclusion 
I. Will We Take Advantage of this Blessing and Study The Bible? 
II. Will We Help Others Study it and Come to Know Jesus? 
III. We looked at just the book of 2 Peter and the blessings of knowing God and His Word 

revealed there. In those other 65 books are great treasures that will help you grow in this 
wonderful life as a Christian and to share the good news with those around you! Let's 
build families which "grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom 
be glory both now and forever" (3:18). 

Study Questions and Application 
• What do you think are some of the more persuasive motivators in encouraging others to be 

Christians? 
• Why do we find it sometimes harder to reach those closest to us? 
• What is the difference between the idea that "you will never stumble" (as Peter discusses it) 

and the false idea that one "cannot fall from grace"?  
• Consider Peter's teaching about the judgment in chapter three. How do we most effectively 

use this to persuade the lost without resorting to mere scare tactics? 
• Notice Galatians 6:1-2. Paul says: 

• We need a proper view of self to restore the erring 
• We need a proper goal to restore the erring 
• We need a proper attitude to restore the erring 
• We need a proper view of our own fallibility to restore the erring 
• We need a proper view of our obligation to each other to restore the erring 

• Do you find some of these harder than the others? Why? How can you overcome these in 
reaching fallen loved ones or unsaved family?  
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Breaking the Mold: American 
Missionary Campaign 
Rob	Whitacre	

The church of Christ in the United States is dying. Unless there is a cultural shift among 
congregations to focus on local evangelism, there will not be congregations for our children 
and grandchildren to attend. It is sad when brethren line up for foreign mission trips and 
spend countless dollars to go overseas, but when faced with evangelizing their local 
communities, workers are few and resources are scarce. Brethren, this must change!  

Last July we conducted our first American Mission Campaign, a combined work of Latin 
American Missions and the House to House/Heart to Heart School of Evangelism. Our goal is 
to duplicate in the United States what we do all over the world. We assembled a team of 150 
Christians to work for six days in Rome, Georgia, to train workers and teach the gospel. When 
evangelizing in foreign countries, a simple invitation to a tent meeting can produce more 
contacts than a local congregation is able to bear. Obviously, this does not work in America. 
Therefore, we are attempting a different approach. 

 First, we armed every participant with the tools needed to effectively evangelize the lost. We 
cannot expect our soldiers to fight unarmed with the weapons needed to win. Thanks to 
contributions made by congregations and individuals, we were able to provide every worker 
with an AMC backpack full of door hangers, tracts, contact cards, study methods, House to 
House/Heart to Heart, bookmarks, and training manuals/books.  

Second, we spent almost 25 hours in training Christians how to evangelize. Most 
congregations have an army of untrained soldiers. Some congregations still try to conduct 
campaigns like churches did during the 1950-60’s. No training is given as Christians are sent 
to the streets with meeting flyers and Bibles. This is a failing model, and it results in 
discouragement. AMC has an adaptive approach to our changing culture that has resulted in a 
35 percent success rate for gaining a contact for return visits.  

Third, we set realistic goals. Many local campaign efforts end in “failure” because the 
expectations are not biblical. We do not come to baptize but to teach. The Great Commission 
is a reach and teach order. Our goal is to go into the local community and develop contacts. 
Jesus said we must look up as the fields are white unto harvest (John 4:35). Bringing the love 
of the church of Christ to every door in the community is going to bring results.  

Fourth, we followed the teachings of Christ by being “wise as serpents and subtle as 
doves” (Matt. 10:16). Since forming contacts is our goal, we approach strategically, using 
kindness, gentleness, and love to till the soils of the heart. We bring these gifts in the name of 
the Lord to show compassion to those in need and to offer healing to those who hurt. By 
using the New Testament tools of benevolence, prayer, and simple gospel teaching, we appeal 
to those who are looking for answers to religious hypocrisy, confusion, and division.  
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Fifth, we practice what we preach! HTHSOE is not a theory. Since beginning the school three 
years ago, we have recorded over 1,500 baptisms. This is not a trial balloon. We take the 
working model of the New Testament and demonstrate its power by practicing it all over the 
United States. We send out weekly reports (Reaching the Lost) not only to encourage others 
but also to keep everyone accountable. We do not come for pep rallies; we seek cultural 
changes that produce lasting results.  

Last year, in Rome, Georgia, the spirit of evangelism was evident as an army of Christian 
soldiers was trained, and hundreds of contacts were made for congregations in that area to 
prospect and engage in Bible study. We baptized two visitors on Sunday.  Thousands of doors 
were knocked. So far, more than 12 baptisms have been recorded in Rome.  

The United States of America is a fertile field that has largely been ignored. Satan has 
convinced Christians that America cannot be reached, so we do not try. In July of 2021, Satan 
lost this battle as we fought for the Lord. In 2022, we have two campaigns scheduled.  In 
2023, we have three campaigns scheduled. Our goal is to conduct these all over the United 
States. If you are interested, go to amc.housetohouse.com  
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Overcoming Objections 
John	Garza	

In preparation for this lesson, I asked many of the youth that are in the age range of 15-20, 
“What are the challenges and objections that YOU have encountered while trying to win souls 
to Christ?” To my surprise, there were many different answers that I did not expect, and at the 
same time, many answers that I did expect. Accordingly, I have put the responses into certain 
categories that will help us better understand the challenges that the youth face today, as 
they have expressed to me. In doing so, we will seek to understand them, the causes, and give 
advice for how to overcome the challenges. 

The Challenge of Exclusion 
I. Fear of a negative response: Remind yourself why it is important to share (Luke 19:10; 

Rom. 5:8). Consider that it would not be against you, but against God (John 12:48-50). 
II. Fear of losing friends: If your friends know that you care, they are more likely to listen 

(Phil. 2:4). Believe in the word and in your salvation, because not speaking equals disbelief 
(2 Cor. 4:13-14).  

The Challenge of Experience 
I. Lack of knowledge: Study and grow in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Pet. 2:2; 2 

Pet. 3:18; Heb. 5:12). Challenge yourself in areas you know to be your weakest (Jas. 
1:22-25). 

II. Lack of confidence: Ask to be a part of personal Bible studies. Seek to gain experience. 
Remember that you are growing.  

III. Lack of realistic expectations: Do what YOU are suppose to be doing (Mark 13:34; 1 Cor. 
3:8-9, 12:27; Rom. 12:4; Eph. 4:16, 1:22-23). Keep a good attitude (1 Tim. 4:12). 

The Challenge of Environment 
I. Lack of personal relationships: Look for the opportunities. Be prepared. Be friendly and 

create conversation (Acts 8:1, 4; 1 Thess. 1:8).  
II. Lack of time: Consider how you currently prioritize your time and be sure you are not 

putting the physical over the spiritual (Ecc. 12:1; Ps. 71:5-6, 17). Reveal your interest for 
souls to your parents and create a plan.  

III. Lack of space: Talk to your parents about creating a Bible study environment. Utilize the 
church building. Coffee shop (etc.). 

The Challenge of Establishment 
I. Lack of caring about souls: Make sure you are rooted spirituality (Col. 2:7). Make sure you 

care about your own soul (Matt. 16:26). 
II. Lack of personal Bible study commitment: Have a LOVE and DESIRE for God’s word (Ps. 

119:9-11; 1 Pet. 2:2; 2 Pet. 3:18; 1 John 2:14).  
III. Lack of teaching on HOW to evangelize: Ask your parents and congregations to teach and 

demonstrate it (Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16). Ask to learn strategies and tactics.  
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If you have not caught on yet, the reason that we ended our study with the challenge of 
establishment is this: whenever we are established in caring for souls, commitment to 
personal Bible study, and how to evangelize, the challenges of exclusion, experience, and 
environment will be easier to deal with because we will be established in each of the causes. 
Therefore friends, the choice is ours. Will we be established in Christ and His word to 
overcome our challenges? 

Study Questions and Application 
• What is YOUR biggest challenge while trying to win souls to Christ? And what is the 

primary cause? 
• What is YOUR plan to overcome the challenge? 
• Are you a member of the Lord’s body? If so, do you do YOUR part in teaching the lost? 
• Do YOU care about the eternal health of each and every soul? If not, why not?  
• Do YOU have a love and desire for God’s Word? 
• Do YOU have a desire to learn how to evangelize? 
• What are YOU willing to do to grow? 
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Learning From Aquila and 
Priscilla 
Mike	Bonner	

Finding great duos for ministry is often seen in comrades like Paul and Silas or Jonathan and 
David. Very seldom are we seeking to find them in the husband and wife relationship. We can 
learn what not to do with Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1-11). However, the husbands and 
wives in the Lord’s church, in 2022, can learn great and multiple lessons from Aquila and 
Priscilla. 

Hospitality and Fellowship 
Through hospitality and fellowship, we glean great lessons. (Acts 18:1-4). Paul residing with 
them allowed him to reason in the synagogue every Sabbath. Due to the fellowship of Aquila 
and Priscilla, he could concentrate on the work of evangelism and edification. He that finds a 
wife, finds a good thing and obtains favor with the Lord. There is a friend that sticks closer 
than a brother (Pro. 18:22; 18:24). When Paul left for Syria, Aquila and Priscilla were in tow 
(Acts 18.18). They were willing to remain in Ephesus as Paul went on to Jerusalem (Acts 
18.21). 

• How can marital friendship further the gospel? 
• Is fellowship really encouraged in the home to further the gospel? 
• Why is it necessary for the husband and wife to be in unison concerning hospitality? 

Promoters of Accuracy 
It’s very difficult to find a married couple who have the same fervency for the word of God. 
Aquila and Priscilla shared the same love and fire for the Lord and the accuracy of it’s 
understanding and delivery (Acts 18:25-26). They saw an opportunity to further the gospel 
message through Apollos, by teaching him some of the finer points of the gospel message. 

• Understanding the will of God is no small matter, how can married couples prepare 
each other for this task? 

• What can we learn from Aquila and Pricilla’s method of confronting Apollos? 
• According to James 3:17-18, what type of wisdom should be used in confrontation? 
• Obviously able to articulate God’s will well, how does this challenge us as Christian 

couples? 

Self Denial and Sacrificial 
Aquila and Priscilla lived lives worthy of the gospel of Jesus Christ and others benefitted from 
their sacrifice. Paul stated how they put their lives on the line for him (Rom. 16:3). Their self 
denial and sacrifice garnered many thanksgivings from the brethren. They loved the truth and 
the people of God so much, they hosted the church in their home (Rom. 16:5a). 

• Does the western mentality hinder us from accomplishing this as Christians? 
• How can our willingness to give of ourselves actually aid the church everywhere? 
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When You are All Alone  
GarreD	English	

Have you ever felt alone at all? As a Christian? Discouraged and desiring to give up your walk 
with Christ? As a young Christian (or older) in a world of great evil, it is normal to have these 
feelings for a time, however, as God’s people we are a victorious people! How can you and I go 
from discouragement and loneliness to victory? Let us study about other faithful servants of 
God who felt alone and then find out how they were encouraged. 

I. Exhortation: Other Faithful Servants of God who Felt Alone 
A. Joseph – Gen. 37:20-23, 26-28, 36, 39:20 
B. Elijah – 1 Kings 19:1-10 
C. David – 2 Sam. 15:13-14, 22:1, 24:3, Psa. 22-23, 25, 143:1-4 
D. Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, & Azariah – Dan. Ch. 1-3 
E. Ezekiel – Eze.. 9:8 
F. Jeremiah – Jer. 15:17, Lam. 1:1 
G. Jesus Christ – Matt. 14:23, Mark 6:47, Luke 9:18, 36 
H. The Apostles – Acts 1:9-10 

II. Application: Finding Strength When I am All Alone 
A. Service to God: 

1. Studying God’s Word - Ps. 119:9, Matt. 4:4, Luke 2:41-47, 49 
2. Being with God’s People – Acts 2:42, 47, Heb. 10:24-26 
3. Praying to God – Matt. 9:38, Mark 1:35, 6:46, Eph. 6:18, 1 Thess. 5:17  

B. Service to Others: 
1. Serving God’s People – Acts 2:44-47, Gal. 6:9, 2 Thess. 3:13 

a) Widows/Widowers, Divorcees/Separated – Jas. 1:27, Acts 6:1-7 
2. Seeking the Lost – Luke 19:10, Matt. 28:19-20, Jer. 20:9 

Study Questions and Application 
• Are there any people at my congregation who seem to be alone? If so, what can I do to 

help encourage them? Could I send them cards, visit them, or give them a gift? 
• Am I missing out on any opportunities to be with God’s People? If so, why? 
• What ways can I defeat loneliness like the examples of those faithful servants of God who 

felt alone? 
• Does my congregation have any groups/studies that I could join to encourage others and 

be encouraged myself? If not, could I start a group study or a visiting ministry? 
• While discouragement is not wrong, if it is prolonged to the point of depression, is there 

more that I should do than pray more and study more? If so, talk to your elders, deacons, 
ministers, and others to see what they recommend. 
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Soul Winning Through 
Service 
Ross	Haffner	

Peter wrote that we “were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold” but 
salvation was purchased instead with a perfect sacrifice (1 Pet. 1:18-19). The blood of Jesus, 
accessed by obedience to the gospel, is the only power that can save a soul from sin, and no 
amount of material possessions, charitable deeds, or encouraging words can take its place 
(Rev. 1:5; Rom. 1:16). However, good works were a staple in Jesus’ life for a reason (Act. 10:38). 
Reaching out through benevolence and hospitality will help us get the saving message of the 
gospel to lost souls. 

Benevolence is described in the Bible as doing good or helping those in need (1 Tim. 5:10; 1 
Tim. 6:18; Tit. 2:7; Heb. 10:24). Neither the church, nor the Christian, can practice pure religion 
without benevolence (Jas. 1:27). Just as God is impartial with salvation, we must be willing to 
do good for all (1 Tim. 2:3-4; Gal. 6:10).  

Hospitality,  receiving and welcoming guests, is a similar concept. The two are linked together 
in Romans 12:13 where brotherly love is described as “distributing to the needs of the saints, 
given to hospitality.” We must not forget to open up our homes to our Christian family as well 
as the outsider (Heb. 13:1-3). These friendly acts of kindness can create evangelism 
opportunities. 

The Abraham Principle - Genesis 18:1-8: Good Works Should Not Wait 
Abraham did not wait to show hospitality. He ran to meet strangers (v.2), hurried into his tent, 
commanded Sarah to quickly make bread (v.6), ran to the herd, and hastened to prepare a 
tender calf for food (v.7). Abraham was a great man with many possessions and servants, but 
he did not find himself too important to stand by and wait on his guests (v.8). Christians do 
not need to delay in areas of service, particularly in opportunities that may lead to 
evangelism. We must not become negligent in this area because of pride, complaining, or 
selfishness (1 Tim. 6:17; 1 Pet. 4:9; Phil. 2:3-4). We often find it easier to serve our brethren, 
but Abraham hurried to serve strangers. 

The Tabitha (Dorcas) Principle - Acts 9:36-43: Good Works Create Closeness 
Good deeds were a way of life for Tabitha (v.36). The saints in Joppa could hardly stand the 
idea of living without her, evidenced by their desperate call for Peter and the way they 
displayed the garments she had made for them (v.38-39). The same closeness Tabitha’s 
brethren felt for her can be created through good deeds and hospitality today. What happens 
when the sinner sees and benefits from these works? At the least the church will be 
respected in your community, and at most doors can be opened and hard hearts softened (Act. 
2:44-47; Rev. 3:7-11).  
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The Martha Principle - Luke 10:38-42: Good Works Lead to a Greater Purpose 
When Jesus stayed with his friends in Bethany, Martha was intent on being hospitable (v.40). 
Jesus offered a mild rebuke when Martha complained that her sister was learning instead of 
serving, and indicated that Martha’s priorities needed evaluating (v.41-42). Martha’s 
hospitality was not bad, but she missed the point: the soul-saving word was more important. 
Benevolence is good when it provides the needs for the day, but better when it leads a sinner 
to Jesus. 

Study Questions and Application 
• Some Christians seem hesitant to engage in benevolence or open their homes in 

hospitality. If I am not regularly engaged in hospitality or benevolence, why not (Gal. 6:4)? 
• Benevolence and hospitality that merely entertain or provide physical needs miss the 

point. How can I make sure these efforts satisfy spiritual as well as material needs (Mark 
8:34-38)?  

• Some Christians want to work but do not see where they fit in. How can church leadership 
help members be engaged in these acts of service? 

• Imagine a young single Christian starting a new career. They live in a small apartment and 
are not yet at the point where they have much disposable income. What are some ways I 
team up with members of my congregation and work together to show benevolence and 
hospitality? 

• List 3 ways (other than having someone over for a meal) that I can show hospitality. 
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7 Effective Evangelism 
Methods 
Rob	Whitacre	

I. PERSONAL	BIBLE	STUDIES:	Nothing	beats	a	face-to-face	study	using	an	organized	method	like	
Back	to	the	Bible	or	Does	It	MaDer.	

II. VIRTUAL	 PERSONAL	 BIBLE	 STUDIES:	 At	 Qmes	 people	 cannot	 meet	 face-to-face	 so	 mail	 the	
materials	and	use	Zoom,	Skype,	or	other	programs.		

III. DIGITAL	BIBLE	STUDY:	A	Bible	study	recorded	and	watched	can	be	effecQve.	A	DVD	like	“Does	It	
MaDer”	can	be	watched	at	their	convenience	and	without	pressure.	

IV. GROUP	 STUDIES:	 Community	 Bible	 classes	 are	 aDracQve	 to	 some.	 These	 require	 a	 strong	
teacher	 and	 organizaQon.	 Interested	 aDendees	 should	 be	 peeled	 away	 for	 a	 Personal	 Bible	
study.		

V. CORRESPONDENCE	COURSES:	Mailing	a	course	has	these	benefits:	(1)	Low	pressure.	(2)	It	can	
be	sent	where	you	cannot	go	(another	state,	naQon);	(3)	SystemaQc	and	creates	accountability.		

VI. AN	 EVANGELISM	 BOOK:	 A	 book	 such	 as	 Muscle	 and	 a	 Shovel	 or	 Transformed	 Reborn	 can	
create	interest	and	lead	to	a	conversion.	

VII. TRACTS:	Pamphlets	are	great	for	an	entry	level	study.	They	create	interest	by	briefly	explaining	
topics	 people	 have	wondered	 about.	 Qll	 soil,	 creates	 a	 thirst	 for	more,	 and	 leads	 to	 future	
studies.		
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I Am Not Ashamed!  
Andy	Baker 

Shame is painful, humiliating, and distressing! It is closely tied to personal contact with 
perceived wrong or foolish behavior. It causes one to doubt who they are. Could the gospel 
message do that? For the Roman Christians, which of these things might be a source of 
shame: a crucified Savior, a bizarre weekly assembly “eating flesh and drinking blood”, calling 
each other “brother and sister”, sharing a message of only one God, former Jews associating 
openly with former Gentiles, suffering for this Savior, or even suffering for doing good? These 
all are issues dealt with in the epistles and/or in the history of the early church – and the 
possibility is that shame could and often did result! This makes even more poignant the point 
that Paul made in Romans 1:16, “I am not ashamed…”.  

The gospel of God is referred to either directly or indirectly no less than seven times in 
Romans chapter one. As Paul launches into eleven chapters of doctrine detailing the reasons 
why the gospel is God’s power to save, he begins this book emphasizing the gospel clearly: 
the “good news” of God’s salvation which is open to ALL! In what is commonly called the 
“preamble” to the book of Romans, verses 1-17 give no less than nine reasons why we should 
not be ashamed of the gospel of Christ: 

I. The Gospel is about Jesus (Rom. 1:1-4) “It’s what He’s done” 
A. He fulfilled Old Testament prophecy perfectly (v. 2) 
B. He sits on the throne of David (v. 3)  
C. The resurrection is the assurance of His royalty and His authority (v. 4) 
D. We are ALL subject to Him 

II. The Gospel is about Commission (Rom. 1:5-7) “It’s what He’s commanded” 
A. Apostles were first sent to preach this (v. 5)  
B. The ones who are obedient to the faith are His “the called” (vv. 6-7) 
C. This offer is open to ALL the nations (v. 5) 

III. The Gospel is about Change (Rom. 1:8) “It’s how we respond” 
A. Change that brings gratitude (v. 8) 
B. Change that brings faithful living (v. 8) 
C. Change that brings influence (v. 8) 

IV. The Gospel is about Brotherhood (Rom. 1:9-13) “It’s what we are” 
A. People who genuinely care for one another (v. 9) 
B. People who genuinely long for one another (v. 10) 
C. People who genuinely sacrifice for one another (v. 11) 
D. People who genuinely encourage one another (v. 12) 
E. People who genuinely want to grow with one another (v. 13) 

V. The Gospel is about Motivation (Rom. 1:14-16) “It’s what I do” 
A. It is a commission to preach to ALL men (v. 14) 
B. The glorious message that changes us (v. 15) 
C. The eager mind that prompts us (v. 15) 
D. The heart burning for those who need to hear (v. 15) 
E. The confidence in the power, salvation, and universality (v. 16) 
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VI. The Gospel is about God (Rom. 1:17) “He’s Who I serve” 
A. It is power that only comes from Him (v. 17) 
B. It is the fulness of His righteous character (v. 17) 
C. It is the fulness of His plan to make us righteous (v. 17) 

VII. The Gospel is about Faith (Rom. 1:17) “It’s who I am”  
A. It is from faith to save to faith to serve (v. 17) 
B. It is from faith to follow to faith to trust (v. 17) 
C. It is from faith to accept to faith to praise (v. 17) 
D. It is from faith to hear to faith to tell (v. 17) 

Romans 1:1-17 begins with the redemptive work of Jesus (1:1-4) and ends with us living every 
day by faith in Him (1:16-17). When we love with all our heart, with all our soul, with all our 
mind, and all our strength, there is NO MORE ROOM for shame! What God chose as the means 
for salvation in the shame Jesus bore for us enables us to stand unashamed as we stand 
righteous in His presence through Jesus. The gospel of Christ makes ALL the difference! 

Study Questions and Application 
• In an overview study of Romans, what does each chapter say about what needs the gospel 

meets?  
• Look at Paul in Acts 13-28. Notice and write down the difficulties and trials he endures, yet 

also consider his statement in Romans 1:15-17. Does this statement have any bearing on 
what he suffered for the sake of the gospel?  

• In which of these nine points do you seem to draw strength? Why do you feel that’s the 
case? 

• In which of these nine points do you seem to lack passion? Why do you feel that’s the case? 
What can be done to strengthen and improve your zeal for the gospel? 

• What broad or specific applications can you find in chapters 12-16 that help us know how 
to faithfully live out the gospel?  
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They Went Everywhere 
Preaching the Word  
B.	J.	Clarke	

Every word of the above title is packed with meaning. The title comes from Acts 8:4: 
“Therefore, they that were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the word.” Consider 
the significant teaching resident in every word of the title of this message. 

I. THEY 
A. The “they” of Acts 8:4 points back to the “they” of Acts 8:1, which has reference to the 

individual members of the church at Jerusalem, who, because of a great persecution, 
“were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the 
apostles.”  

B. Note carefully: The apostles were not scattered (Acts 8:1), but the members of the 
church who were scattered were the ones preaching the word everywhere. Therefore, 
it is not just a select group of preachers who are expected to herald the good news. It 
is every member! 

II. WENT 
A. It was not God’s plan for the church in Jerusalem to stay isolated in Jerusalem forever. 

The gospel needed to spread to Judea, Samaria and the uttermost parts of the earth 
(Acts 1:8). The persecution that arose caused the church to scatter from Jerusalem. 

B. Just as the sower “went forth to sow” (Matt. 13:3; Mark 4:3; Luke 8:5), and scattered 
seed, the members of the church “went” forth from Jerusalem to scatter the seed of 
the kingdom, the Word of God. 

III. EVERYWHERE 
A. They did not just preach the word in towns nearby Jerusalem. They proceeded from 

one region to the next, preaching the Word in every place.  
B. In fact, after a description of other evangelistic efforts in Acts 8-10, Acts 11:19 picks 

up where Acts 8:4 left off: “Now they which were scattered abroad upon the 
persecution that arose about Stephen, travelled as far as Phenice, and Cyprus, and 
Antioch, preaching the word to none but unto the Jews only.” 

C. Acts 11:20 indicates the global, all nations, commitment of these first century 
evangelists. 

IV. PREACHING THE WORD 
A. Just as the sower went forth to sow the seed, those who were scattered abroad went 

everywhere scattering the seed which “is the word of God” (Luke 8:11). 
B. God’s plan to save the world is by the preaching of the gospel (Rom. 1:16; 10:13-18; 1 

Cor. 1:18-21) 
C. When members do their part to scatter the seed, God will give the increase (1 Cor. 

3:6-9). 
D. Simply put, the church will grow when every part of the body does its share (Eph. 

4:16).  
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Study Questions and Application  
• Since the seed is the Word of God, elaborate on the meaning of the statement, “If we never 

sow it, we’ll never grow it!”  
• What are some ways we can sow the Word into the hearts of the men and women where 

we live, and where we work? 
• What would happen to the local church if every member were to take personal 

responsibility to sow the seed? 
• What if the person who introduced you to the gospel had never done so? Where would you 

be? Who is out there just waiting for you to change their life with the same gospel? 

34



The Great Commission 
B.	J.	Clarke	

Introduction 
I. The last words spoken by someone before their departure can be especially powerful and 

memorable.  
II. This is certainly the case with the last words spoken by Jesus just before He departed 

from His apostles to ascend into Heaven and to come to the Ancient of Days to receive 
His Kingdom (Dan. 7:13-14; Acts 1:3-11). 

III. These words, also known as the Great Commission, are recorded in Matthew 28:18-20; 
Mark 16:15-20, and Luke 24:44-51. The words are simple, yet powerful.  

I. ALL AUTHORITY  
A. The words of the Great Commission are powerful because they were spoken by One 

Who had been given all power (authority) in heaven and on earth (Matt. 28:18).  
B. Consequently, He had the authority to charge His apostles, and those they taught, to 

fulfill any commission He gave them. 

II. ALL NATIONS 
A. The authoritative Lord commanded His apostles to “Go ye therefore, and teach all 

nations” (Matt. 28:19). Mark’s account records the command to “Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15). Luke’s account also notes 
the universality of the commission by noting that “repentance and remission of sins 
should be preached in His name, among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem” (Luke 
24:47). 

B. Thus it is clear that there is no room for racial prejudice in fulfilling the Great 
Commission. 

III. ALL THINGS 
A. Those taught in all nations were expected to respond to gospel preaching by hearing, 

(Matt. 28:18; Mark 16:15), believing (Mark 16:16), repenting (Luke 24:47) and being 
baptized (Matt. 28:19; Mark 16:16) in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
(Matt. 28:19; Luke 24:47) in order to be saved (Mark 16:16) and enjoy remission of sins 
(Luke 24:47). 

B. But this is not the end of the commission! The second prong of the Great Commission 
is to teach those who have been taught and baptized “to observe all things” that Jesus 
commanded the apostles, which would include the command to teach, baptize and 
teach the baptized (Matt. 28:20). This is precisely the pattern followed by Paul in his 
missionary journeys (Acts 14:21-23; 18:8-11; 19:1-6; 20:31-32). 

Study Questions and Application 
• If someone argues, “Well, Jesus commanded the apostles to go, teach, baptize, and teach the 

baptized to observe all things, but I am not an apostle and therefore the command to 
evangelize is not meant for me,” how would you respond to their argument? 
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• What is the connection between the Great Commission, and what Peter said at the 
household of Cornelius in Acts 10:34-35?  

• A missionary report years ago celebrated 1500 baptisms during a three-week mission trip, 
but when the mission team left there was no plan in place to continue teaching the 
baptized to observe all things taught by Jesus. When another mission team returned 
sometime later, they had difficulty finding those who had been baptized originally. Why? 

• What do we mean when we say we must avoid a “dip em and drop em” approach to 
evangelism? How does following the Great Commission help to avoid this approach? 
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The First Century 
Blueprint 
B.	J.	Clarke	

Some ridicule the suggestion that the first century church ever could provide a blueprint for 
21st century churches. They ask, “Which New Testament church do you want to use as a 
blueprint? Do you want to imitate Jerusalem, with its neglect of the widows? Or, do you want 
to be like Corinth, with its divisions, lawsuits among brethren, abuse of the Lord’s supper, 
denial of the resurrection, etc., etc.,? 

The above questions distort what is meant by the idea of the “first century blueprint.”  The 
plea to use the New Testament church as a blueprint is not a plea to imitate every single 
thing a local church of the New Testament is recorded to have done. Rather, it is to imitate the 
churches of the New Testament only insofar as they imitated the will of God. Just as Paul was 
to be imitated only as he imitated Christ (1 Cor. 11:1), so, likewise, the churches of the New 
Testament should be imitated only wherein they followed the counsel of God! The inspired 
Word of God is the pattern! Hence, based upon the inspired Word of God, we are examining 
the first century church as a blueprint for evangelism, especially as recorded in the Book of 
Acts. 

The Builder Of The Church Provided The First Century Blueprint For Evangelism 
I. Jesus gave the original blueprint when He commanded His disciples to take the gospel to 

every creature in every nation (Matt. 28:19-20; Mark 16:15). 
II. The blueprint called for gospel preaching to begin in Jerusalem (Isa. 2:2-4; Luke 24:47), 

and then spread to Judea, Samaria, and to the uttermost parts of the earth (Acts 1:8). 

The First Century Church Followed The Lord’s Blueprint For Evangelism  
I. The Word was preached in Jerusalem, on Pentecost, and about 3000 gladly received it and 

were baptized (Acts 2:14-41). In the days immediately following Pentecost, the church 
continued to grow on a daily basis (Acts 2:47). 

II. In the weeks, months, and years, which followed Pentecost, the church continued to 
multiply and grow on a daily basis (Acts 4:4; 5:14; 6:1,7; 8:12; 9:31, 42; 11:19-24; 12:24; 
13:44-52; 16:5; 19:20). 

How Well Are We Following The First Century Blueprint? 
I. If we sow the seed of the kingdom, the Word of God, (Luke 8:11) bountifully, we shall reap 

a bountiful harvest. Conversely, when we sow the Word sparingly, we shall reap sparingly.  
II. The first century church spread the Word far and wide (Rom. 10:18; Col. 1:23; 1 Thess. 1:8 

and that is why the church grew abundantly. The same blueprint will work still today! 

Study Questions and Application 
• Why do you think some are reluctant to acknowledge that the first century church of Christ 

can serve as a blueprint for modern day churches of Christ? 
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• How does the message of Romans 1:16 explain the reason why the churches in Acts were 
so devoted to preaching the gospel rather than relying on gimmicks? 

• If the blueprint of preaching the gospel worked so well for the first century churches of 
Christ, why are some modern-day churches of Christ resistant to doing the same? 
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