
Some Suggestions for Personal Evangelism
Cody Westbrook

Personal evangelism is a topic that should interest 
every Christian. The great commission is a 
fundamental bible doctrine that we learn from 

an early age. God wants, yea requires, His people to 
spread the good news throughout the world. From 
time to time, it is good for us to “sharpen our sword” 
in order to improve in the area of personal evangelism. 
Here are some practical suggestions that will help 
us to be the best personal evangelists we can be.

First, remember that it is a process. Rarely will a 
person obey the gospel after only one bible study. 
Usually, it takes a fair amount of time, effort, and patience 
in order to convert a person to Christ. Consider the 
persistence and stick-to-it-iveness of the early church.
• “And daily in the temple, and in every house, they 

ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ” (Acts 5:42).
• Paul “spake boldly for the space of three months” in the 

synagogue when he first arrived in Ephesus (Acts 19:8).
• He was “disputing daily” in the school of 

Tyrannus  for  two years  (Acts  19 :9-10) .
• Whi le  in  Ephesus  Paul  taught  “publ icly 

and f rom house  to  house”  (Acts  20 :20) 
over a timespan of three years (Acts 20:31).

It is sometimes easy for us to become discouraged and 
give up, thinking that our efforts are futile. But, we 
must be patient and persistent. Paul wrote, “And the 
servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto 
all men, apt to teach, patient, in meekness instructing 
those that oppose themselves…” (2 Tim. 2:24-26).

Second, understand that personal evangelism is more 

than just verbal teaching. Certainly a person must hear 
the gospel before they can obey it (Rom. 10:17). But often 
a person is prompted to ask about the gospel because 
they can see it displayed in someone else’s life. In 1 Peter 
2:12 Peter commands that we “have our conversation 
honest among the gentiles.” The word “honest” carries 
the idea of “attractive.” So, we are to live beautiful lives 
that people are attracted to. Jesus said, “Let your light 
so shine before men that they may see your good works 
and glorify your Father which is in Heaven” (Matt. 
5:16). The Christian life is the best life. It is beautiful by 
design. Thus, as I live consistent with the doctrine that 
I teach, people will take notice and be prompted to ask 
“why?” and “how?” They will say, “we will go with you: 
for we have heard that God is with you” (Zech. 8:23).

Third, maintain a proper understanding of success. 
Remember that success in personal evangelism is not 
necessarily measured by baptisms. If the parable of the 
sower teaches us anything, it teaches us that we have the 
power to sow the seed, but we do not have the power to 
make it grow. That power belongs to God (Luke 8; Rom. 
1:16). Too often we give up on our evangelistic efforts 
because we think that we have failed, when in reality we 
have not. Remember that we plant and water, but it is 
God that gives the increase (1 Cor. 3:6), and His word 
will always accomplish what He intends (Isa. 55:11). It is 
not our job to force someone to become a Christian; all 
we can do is teach them. Thus, success is measured by 
sowing the seed in the right way, and for the right reason.  

Finally, practice wisdom in evangelism. Every 
circumstance is unique and thus requires a thoughtful 
and personalized approach. Jude said, “And of some 
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have compassion, making a difference: and others save 
with fear, pulling them out of the fire: hating even the 
garment that is spotted by the flesh” (Jude 22-23). Do 
you remember the story of Apollos? The scripture says 
that Aquila and Priscilla “took him unto them, and 
expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly” 
(Acts 18:26). That they “took him unto them” indicates 
that they took him aside privately and taught him. Why 
did they choose that approach? Scripture does not tell 
us, but surely it was because they believed it would be 
the one most effective. In our evangelistic efforts we 
must exercise that same wisdom in judgment. Some 
situations may call for a group bible study, while others 
may be better suited for one on one attention. Some 
are able to wrestle with difficult subjects in scripture, 
while others may need more time. Whatever the 
situation may be we must address it with wisdom.
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The Nature Of Truth
Ronnie Scherffius

One of the most profound questions ever posed 
to Jesus by mortal man was asked by Pontius 
Pilate, “What is truth?” (Jn. 18:38). While 

this question was likely asked by Pilate with a sarcastic 
tone it is nevertheless a question that continues to 
reverberate. By definition, truth in a general sense is 
“what is true in any matter under consideration as 
opposed to what is false.” In reference to religion, the 
term denotes “what is true in things appertaining to God 
and the duties of man.” (Thayer’s Greek English Lexicon)

Nevertheless, in our society there are various 
views of truth especially “religious truth.” Some 
suggest that truth can never fully be known. Others 
contend that truth is subjective. Subjective truth is 
a truth based on a person’s perspective, feelings, or 
opinions. A third view of truth is that truth is relative. 
Relative truth might also be called situational truth. 
In other words, a thing is true based on or depending 
on something else. In this case, truth continually 
changes as it is related to people, customs, or culture.

The Bible clearly establishes that truth is absolute. 
In other words, a thing either is true or it is not true. 
There is no grey area; there is no middle ground. In 
logic this principle is referred to as the law of excluded 
middle. The law of excluded middle states that “every 
precisely stated statement is either true or false.” Jesus 
said, “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth”  
(Jn. 17:17). If truth is subjective to one’s personal 
perspective, feelings, or opinions, how one responds to 
God’s word is determined by him. If truth is relative then 
how one responds to God’s word may be determined 
on the culture, custom, or situation at any given time. 
In either case each person, group, or nation might have 
their own truth. In short, man would be free to determine 
truth for himself! God would be left out of the equation.

Such views of truth are wholly contradictory to 
Scripture! Paul wrote, 

For what if some did not believe? shall 
their unbelief make the faith of God 
without effect? God forbid: yea, let God 
be true, but every man a liar (Rom. 3:3-4). 

In reproof to Job God demanded, 
Gird up thy loins now like a man: I 
will demand of thee, and declare thou 
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“4 Admonitions from Jesus  
to Shepherds” 
Andy Baker 06'

Though he was not an elder at that time, Jesus 
could see Peter’s future and know that he was 
ready to sacrificially follow Him—and part 

unto me. Wilt thou also disannul my 
judgment? wilt thou condemn me, that 
thou mayest be righteous? (Job 40:7-8) 

Man has neither the knowledge, wisdom, nor the 
right to “disannul” or make void the judgments or 
decrees of God! Yet, when man claims to have his 
own truth in contradiction to God’s revealed absolute 
truth, he condemns God while trying to justify 
himself. Again, God’s words to Job are instructive: 

Then the LORD answered Job out of 
the whirlwind, and said, Who is this 
that  darkeneth counsel  by word s 
w ithout  knowledge?  ( Job  38 :1-2) 

Man seeking to determine truth from his own perspective 
or in relation to situations around him is on a slippery 
slope indeed. David worded it thusly, “Hold up my goings 
in thy paths, that my footsteps slip not” (Psalm 17:5).

What are some examples of man seeking to justify 
himself by “his own truth”? When man affirms he can 
enter into or remain in an adulteress relationship he is 
living by his own truth (cf. Mt. 19:9). When man affirms 
that worshipping God with mechanical instruments or 
that salvation is by faith only without any act of obedience 
on the part of man he is seeking to justify himself by 
his own truth (cf. Col. 3:16-17; Heb. 7:12ff; Mt. 7:21).

Truth is absolute in nature, thus the divine warning: 
“Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, 
neither shall ye diminish ought from it” (Dt. 4:2). What 
God has said is truth (Jn. 17:17). Truth can be known  
(Jn 8:32; 1 Jn 2:21). When man determines truth by his 
own standards he changes the truth of God into a lie  
( R o m .  1 : 2 5 ) .  M a n  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  d o 
truth (Jn. 3:21) and will be judged accordingly 
( D t .  1 8 : 1 8 - 1 9 ;  R om .  2 : 2 ,  8 ;  Ac t s  1 7 : 3 1 ) .

The Midtown Messenger, Midtown Church of Christ Weekly Bulletin, 
April 28, 2019.
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of that would be in shepherding the New Testament 
church (see 1 Peter 5:1-5). In John 21, Jesus gives 
Peter four charges that are worth an eldership looking 
at carefully, and also for a congregation to look and 
see if their eldership is actually doing these things.

#1—Feed My Lambs: give attention to the young 
(21:15). How shall the young secure their hearts and 
guard their lives from sin? It is only by the preaching and 
teaching of the Word of God that a young person may 
understand and know the God that we serve (Ps. 119: 
1-8). Don’t ever substitute entertainment for education!

#2—Tend My Sheep: care for the hurting and 
suffering (21:16). The word, “tend” means “to serve 
or cherish the body; to rule or to govern over.” As 
shepherds look and see a sick sheep, their godly response 
is to guard that sheep closely and to do whatever they 
can to help the sheep become healthy again. Sleepless 
nights and countless prayers for sick and feeble 
sheep are part of the work of elders (see Heb. 13:17).

#3—Feed My Sheep: give attention to education 
(21:17). Bible classes, special studies, preaching from 
the pulpit, and devotional times are all means by which 
the elders choose to provide food for the flock of God. 
A malnourished sheep is a sheep ripe for the lion! An 
eldership has the responsibility to feed good things to 
the church that will nourish and build up (Eph. 4:14-16). 

#4—Follow Me: follow the Chief Shepherd (21:22). 
An eldership could be doing all of the other things but 
not following Jesus. If they look to their own wisdom, 
if they do what they do without love for the Lord and 
love for souls, then they are not truly following Jesus  
(Luke 6:46; 1 Cor. 13:1-3). Thank God (and thank the 
elders) for elders who take seriously these 4 admonitions.

The Reminder, Graeber Road Church of Christ Weekly Bulletin, August 
11, 2019.
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Please Remember in Prayer: 
 David Dugan, SWSBS 96’ is recovering at Dell Seton from   
 surgery to remove tumors from his spine and breastbone.
 Lucile Johnson suffered a fall and injured her shoulder and   
 elbow on Friday.
 Health Concerns:  Lucile Johnson, Diana Rodriguez,  
 Jean Jackson, Sue Shamburger, Bud Wade, Teresa Williams.
 Shut-ins: Jeannette Hansen, Rosemary Garrett,  
 Jon & Caroline Little, Bobby Johnson, Elvira Martinez,  
 Ginny Oswald, Jan Smith, Bonnie Thetford, Angela Young.
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   Olivia Carson, Caleb Crouchet, Mark DeAvila, Patricia Duren,  
   Bill Ellison, Bonnie Gomer,CK Holt, Deborah Hoover,  
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We’re Going Paperless!
January 1, 2020

If you would you like to continue 
receiving the The Southwesterner

please email us at office@swcofc.org or 
visit our website at www.swcofc.org to 

access digital copies of the bulletin.  

SW church of Christ 
Podcast

Follow us on your favorite podcast app to 
automatically download sermons each week.
• iTunes: https://apple.co/33PWqyl
• Spotify: https://spoti.fi/371ndcO
• Google Play: http://bit.ly/2QuG8a5 


