
"They're all a Pack of Lies  

Carl B. Garner
and Kids Fairy Tales!"

The above quote came from a government 
employee who was ridiculing the birth of Jesus, 
His life and resurrection. He was explaining 

why he opposed the “Christmas displays” that foster 
a belief in what he called “fairy tales.” As we all 
know, that is happening a lot these days, and the 
Bible is receiving a lot of opposition, to the point 
that they are being banned in some communities.

We know God never authorized a celebration 
of Jesus’ birthday as is so common today, but the 
opposition to “Christmas” is growing, and in several 
ways, that troubles me. What if our nation became so 
secularized that it became a crime to be a Christian, 
to assemble with other Christians to worship God, 
to utter the name of Jesus in public? Is that where we 
are headed? Is that what this nation is destined to be?

What about those Bible stories—are they merely 
“kid’s fairy tales”? Is the Bible filled with a “pack of 
lies”? All those stories—Is there any evidence for any of 
them? Or, are we merely being duped, believing fables? 
It may surprise some, but the Bible’s contents are very 
well supported by credible evidence, with historical 
facts that few have seen and most never even looked 
for. Often it has been honest skeptics themselves who 
have found the strongest support, evidence for the 
biblical text. One man who rejected the Bible is widely 
known universally—John Stuart Mill. Though he 
denied Jesus’ deity, Mill wrote the following about Him: 

About the life and sayings of Jesus there is a 
stamp of personal originality combined with 

profundity of insight which must place the 
prophet of Nazareth, even in the estimation 
of those who have no belief in his inspiration, 
in the very first rank of the men of sublime 
genius of whom our species can boast.

To deny the inspiration of the prophetic words 
found in the Bible demands that we reject reason and 
ignore what evidence reveals. Many men of impeccable 
integrity, thinking logically, have investigated and 
overwhelmingly declared the evidence as valid. Scripture 
does not encourage closed minds in such things. As a 
matter of fact God demands that we “prove all things”  
(1 Thess. 5:21). Thayer defines “prove” in these exact 
words: “Test; examine, scrutinize; to see whether a thing 
is genuine or not.” There were no “tricks,” no shenanigans. 
Readers of the Bible are told to investigate. The Bible is 
what it claims to be—no more, but certainly no less.

When honest people search out these things they 
discover that the words of the Bible are from inspired 
sources. The more modern “stories” that surround this 
time of the year are just that, stories. Contrariwise, when 
they search the Bible they find verifiable historical sources.

Note the following prophecies along with the 
accompanying fulfillment in the New Testament:
• He would be born in Bethlehem (see Micah 5:2).
• He would be born of a virgin (Isa. 7:14), and 

the fulfillment is recorded in Matthew 1:18-25.
• Men would slaughter babies hoping to kill Him 

(see Jer. 31:15; Matt. 2:16-18).
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The Need for Personal Study
Robert E. Guinn

Why has attendance been greatly stressed 
among God’s people in the past? We 
cannot ignore that  the attendance 

changes between different Bible classes and worship 
services on Sundays and Wednesday evenings. Are 
elders and spiritual leaders just being “nit-picky,” 
or is there a deeper issue that concerns our fellow 
Christians when they see our lack of participation?

We have approximately 168 hours in a week. If we 
attend ALL of the regular congregational worship 
services and studies, we have made a four-hour 
investment in our spiritual development. That is 
roughly 2.4% of our weeks’ time that we dedicate 
to God. What about Christians that are a part of 
congregations that only meet once or twice a week? 
Then that percentage theoretically will go down. If 

• His betrayal by a friend for thirty pieces of silver 
(Zech. 11; Matt. 26:14-16).

• A potter’s field would be purchased by blood 
money paid for His betrayal (Zech. 11; Matt. 27:6-
10).

• None of His bones would be broken (Psa. 34:20; 
John 19:33-36).

• He would be born in the days of Roman kings 
(Dan. 2:31-44; Luke 2:1-3).

These and some 300 others, and Jesus is the only 
person who could and did fulfill them. Remember 
the words of 2 Peter 1:20-21: “Prophecy came not 
in old time by the will of man: but holy men of 
God spake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.”

Skeptics still deny it, and they can continue to do 
so until that Judgment Day, but nothing will change 
the fact that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living 
God. Neither the Bible nor God is on trial here or 
anywhere. It is man that is on trial, and a day is coming 
when a Righteous God will judge all who ever lived 
on this earth. Denying that fact changes nothing. 
Do your homework—search the scriptures with an 
open mind. The more you do, the more you will be 
convinced and want to be with Him throughout eternity.
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we invest nothing else into our spiritual lives, these 
numbers look sad compared to the amount of time we 
spend on entertainment and other non-spiritual things.

It seems that, even though attendance has been the 
measure of faithfulness in the past, congregational 
worship and study should be viewed as the mountaintop 
of what we are consistently investing in our personal 
spiritual development. We know that faith is built 
upon our access to, meditation on, and devotion 
toward God’s word (Romans 10:17). The great salvation 
provided through Jesus Christ should provoke us 
to want an intimate relationship with the Creator, 
desiring to seek His ways over ours. As the Psalmist 
said: “I have stored up your word in my heart, that 
I might not sin against you,” (Psalm 119:11, ESV).

Why is personal study so important? Faith is described 
in the New Testament as the starting point of spiritual 
development and growth (2 Peter 1:5-10). Faith is also 
the Christian shield that protects us against the flaming 
arrows of the enemy (Ephesians 6). What happens when 
that shield is splintered, shattered, and/or broken? It 
needs to be repaired. Like a plant needing maintenance 
and care, so our faith needs to be watered, tended, 
and matured. Consider these five reasons we need to 
develop and grow our personal study of God’s word:
1. Personal study enables us to have a better 
understanding of spiritual things (Psalm 119:99).
2.Personal study is connected to our salvation, and 
the salvation of others who witness our faith (1 
Timothy 4:11-16).
3. Personal study can help us better protect our minds 
and hearts (Philippians 4:6 -9).
4.Personal study gives us experience to better handle 
God’s word (2 Timothy 2:15).
5.Personal study better prepares us for fighting off 
temptation (Matt. 4; Luke 4).

The bottom line, however, is that no one can do this 
for us. We are responsible for our own spiritual growth 
and development. Are you satisfied with your current 
spiritual investments? I know I am not always satisfied 
with mine. Let’s take and make personal study personal!

The Forest Hill News, Forest Hill Church of Christ Weekly Bulletin, 
November 13, 2019.
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The Suffering Savior
Clay Bond '03

In Acts chapter eight, we learn of the evangelist 
Philip’s interaction with an Ethiopian man whose 
curiosity was sparked by Isaiah’s writings about 

the silent sufferer in Isaiah 53. Beginning from this 
Scripture, Philip “preached unto him Jesus” (Acts 8:35).

First, Isaiah revealed that the word that best describes 
the man of Isaiah 53 is “insignificant.” Humanity was 
unimpressed as they beheld this “tender plant,” “a 
root out of a dry ground,” one who had “no form or 
comeliness” and “no beauty.” The promised Messiah was 
viewed only as a “man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief,” and He was summarily rejected by men (Jn. 1:11).

Secondly, Isaiah identifies the vicarious nature of this 
man’s great suffering by using the word “our” multiple 
times. This man, who was judged to be insignificant 
and unimportant, bore our griefs, carried our sorrows, 
was wounded for our iniquities and chastised for 
our peace. Isaiah demands that we acknowledge the 
vicarious nature of this man’s silent suffering. He was 
guilty of nothing and could not be convicted of sin, yet 
He was pierced, chastened, scourged and experienced 
the most violent execution known to man (Jn. 8:46).

Thirdly, Isaiah depicts this sufferer as the atoning 
Lamb, brought to the slaughter, on whom the Lord 

has laid “the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6-7). Sin 
demands a price, and our just and righteous God 
cannot withhold the wages earned by every sinner 
(Rom. 6:23; 1 Pet. 1:18-19). The unjust trial, the false 
imprisonment and criminal’s death suffered by this 
Lamb pleased the Father only because it enabled Him 
to accept His Son as offering for our sin (Isa. 53:10-12).

A reading of Isaiah 53 leaves us humbled and ashamed 
to have rejected the one who left glory to “bare our sins 
in his own body on the tree” (1 Pet. 2:24). When we are 
faced with the horrible reality of our  own  sinfulness  and  
the  terrible  penalty  owed, Isaiah 53 presents us with the 
spotless Lamb of God who suffered and died in our place.

If you believe all that Isaiah reveals about Jesus, be like 
the Ethiopian eunuch, accept the sacrifice of the suffering 
Savior by obeying His gospel and you will be set free (Jn. 8:36)

Lake Country Church of Christ Weekly Bulletin, April 3, 2016.
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Record for the Week of December 22, 2019
Bible Class .............................................................................157
Morning Assembly ...............................................................208
Evening Assembly ................................................................159
Iglesia de Cristo
Morning Assembly ............................................................. N/A
Contribution ..................................................................... $N/A
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Worship and Study Opportunities: Sunday, Bible Classes 9:30 am, Worship 10:30 am and 6:00 pm
 Tuesday, 10:00 am (September-May), Men’s and Ladies’ Bible Classes | Wednesday, Bible Classes, 7:00 pm

Radio Program – The Word of Life | Sunday, 7:30 am | KLBJ, 590-AM and 99.7 FM | online at swcofc.org/word-of-life

Please Remember in Prayer: 
 Mark & Jaz DeAvila as they move back to California due to   
 Mark's continuing health issues.
 Autumn Felps is recovering from ankle surgery.
 Health Concerns: Dan Cook, Mark DeAvila, Lucile Johnson,  
 Diana Rodriguez, Sue Shamburger, Bonnie Thetford,  
 Bud Wade, Teresa Williams, Angela Young, Jo Young.
 Shut-ins: Jeannette Hansen, Rosemary Garrett,  
 Jon & Caroline Little, Bobby Johnson, Elvira Martinez,  
 Ginny Oswald, Jan Smith.

  Others: Ronald Adkisson, Lee Barr, Rodney Boes,  
   Olivia Carson, Caleb Crouchet,  Bill Ellison,  Bonnie Gomer, 
   CK Holt, Deborah Hoover, June Lee, Pearce & Connor Lewis,  
   Nell McCown, Bill & Nancy Ponds, Cynthia Puente,  
   Max Stanley, Kay Westbrook, Gib Young.

We’re Going Paperless!
January 1, 2020

If you would you like to continue 
receiving the The Southwesterner

please email us at office@swcofc.org or 
visit our website at www.swcofc.org to 

access digital copies of the bulletin.  

SW church of Christ 
Podcast

Follow us on your favorite podcast app to 
automatically download sermons each week.
• iTunes: https://apple.co/33PWqyl
• Spotify: https://spoti.fi/371ndcO
• Google Play: http://bit.ly/2QuG8a5 


