
The Plan of Salvation: Baptism
Cody Westbrook

Upon hearing the preaching of Peter and the 
apostles, a great number of Jews asked “Men 
and brethren, what shall we do” (Acts 2:37)? 

That question has been asked by a countless number 
of people from that day until now. Thankfully, God 
has not left us in dark searching for the answer. God’s 
word teaches us that He has a very simple plan for 
the salvation of mankind. A person must hear God’s 
word (Rom. 10:17), believe in Christ (John 8:24), 
repent of their sins (Acts 3:19), confess their faith  
(Rom. 10:9-10), and put the Lord on in baptism (Acts 
2:38). Most people have no objections to the first four 
of those steps but take serious issue with baptism. It is 
unfortunate that one of the clearest teachings in scripture 
has become the basis of such disgruntled disagreement 
over the years. The importance of baptism can be 
easily understood by asking three simple questions. 

What is baptism? The Greek word baptizo is defined 
as “to dip repeatedly, to immerse, to submerge” (Thayer). 
Scripture defines and illustrates the action for us. In 
Romans 6:3-7 Paul says that in baptism we reenact the 
death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. The old man 
dies and is “buried with him through baptism into death 
that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory 
of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness 
of life” (Rom. 6:4). Colossians 2:12 says we are “buried 
with him in baptism, in which you also were raised with 
him through faith in the working of God.” Baptism is a 
burial with Christ in water–not a dipping or sprinkling. 
That is why John was “baptizing in Aenon near Salim, 
because there was much water there” (John 3:23), and 
why the Ethiopian Eunuch’s baptism required both 
he and Philip to go “down into the water” (Acts 8:38).

Why is baptism important? Consider Colossians 2:12. 
The larger context of this passage, verses 11-13, tells us 
clearly that the purpose of baptism is the forgiveness 
of sins. Verse 11 speaks of “putting off the body of the 
sins of the flesh” and verse 13 concludes the thought by 
stating, “And you, being dead in your trespasses and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, he has made alive together 
with him, having forgiven you all trespasses.” Acts 2:38 
says that baptism is “for the remission of sins;” Acts 22:16 
says that baptism “wash[es] away [our] sins;” and 1 Peter 
3:21 and Mark 16:16 say that baptism saves us. Baptism 
is not necessary because there is any particular power in 
water. Rather, it is necessary because it is in the waters of 
baptism that we come into contact with the blood of Christ, 
which alone has the power to wash away sins (Eph. 1:7;  
Rev. 1:5; etc). In sin God can have no fellowship with 
us (Isa. 59:1-2; etc.). Therefore, in order for us to have 
fellowship with God our sins must be washed away. 
The blood of Christ is the only thing that has the ability 
to accomplish that, and His blood is contacted only 
through baptism. Incidentally, this is just one of the 
many reasons why the “sinner’s prayer” is unbiblical! 

Who can be baptized? First, a person must be of an 
accountable age in order to be baptized. Baptism is for 
the purpose of washing away sins (Acts 22:16) and so a 
person must have committed sin before they have need of 
having sins washed away. Sin is a transgression of God’s 
law (1 John 3:4)–it is committed, not inherited. So, a child 
cannot be baptized because they have not yet reached an 
age where they can comprehend the magnitude of right 
and wrong, and responsibility toward God. Second, a 
person must have met the prerequisites of baptism. 
They must have heard the word of God (Rom. 10:17), 
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developed a faith in Christ and in what the scripture 
says (John 8:24), repented of their sins (Acts 3:19), and 
confessed their faith in Christ (Rom. 10:9-10). When a 
person is willing to submit him or herself to everything 
that God says in reference to salvation, then that person 
is ready to be baptized for the forgiveness of sins. 

The plan of salvation will never change. Since the 
beginning of Christianity God has required every person 
to submit to the same plan. The book of Acts records a 
great number of conversions to Christianity. Though 
each example records the conversion of a different person 
living in different places and circumstances, each one was 
required to hear, believe, repent, confess, and be baptized, 
then the Lord added them to the church (Acts 2:47). They 
were all saved in the same way! Now, what about you?
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Why Sunday?
John Haffner '10

We assemble together for worship on Sunday, 
the first day of the week. Others come 
together for their religious observances on 

Saturdays. Not long ago, I saw a billboard advertising 
one group’s convenient new times for praise and 
worship on Monday evenings. Does it really matter 
what day we meet for worship? What does the Bible say?

In the days of the Old Testament, the children of Israel 
worshipped on the Sabbath Day. The word Sabbath refers 
to the seventh, a time of rest, or a completed week. All 
of these meanings correspond with God ending His 
work in the creation account (Gen 2:1-3). The seventh 
day was set apart by God. This same emphasis was 
given, time and again, through Moses (Exo 20:8-11). 
The Sabbath Day was a time of rest, devoted to the Lord 
(Exo 16:23; Deut 5:14). If we lived under the Old Law, 
then we would certainly be worshipping on Saturday.

The Ten Commandments, including keeping  
the Sabbath, were given for the nation of Israel  
(Exo 34:27-28; Deut 5:1- 3). And everything under 
the Old Covenant was merely preparation for the 
New Covenant (Jer 31:31; Gal 3:23-26; Heb 8:6-13; 
10:9). In the Bible the Sabbath Day is included among  
other Jewish observances that are not required of 
Christians (Col 2:14-16; Gal 4:9-10; Rom 14:5). 

The Law of Moses is taken out of the way because 
Christ ianity  is  not  a  Jewish rel ig ion,  but  a 
universal religion (1 Cor 12:13; Gal 3:28; Col 3:11).

In the days of the New Testament, the first day of 
the week was the day of worship. Why the shift from 
Saturday to Sunday? Jesus rose from the dead on the 
first day of the week! This detail is recorded in all four 
gospel accounts (Matt 28:1; Mark 16:2; Luke 24:1; John 
20:1). From the earliest days, the Bible records the Lord’s 
disciples being together on this day (John 20:19, 26).  
In addition to this, we read of the church being established 
on the day of Pentecost, which would be Sunday  
(Acts 2:1). The word Pentecost refers to the fiftieth  
day from the Passover. This is the day after the 
seventh Sabbath (Lev 23:15-16). Early Christians came 
together on the first day of the week to remember the  
sacrifice of Jesus and to make their offerings (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor 
11:23-26; 16:2). We worship on Sundays following the pattern 
of the apostles and the example of the first century church 

When John refers to “the Lord’s Day” in Revelation 
1:10, his meaning is immediately clear. He is not 
referring to the Sabbath, which is never called by this 
title. He is referring to the first day of the week, Sunday. 
We have noted the significance of this day – the day 
when the Lord resurrected, when the Lord’s gospel 
was first preached, when the Lord’s disciples met, 
when the Lord’s collection was taken up, and when the 
Lord’s Supper was observed. No other day of the week 
can compare, not Saturday and certainly not Monday

The Church of Christ at Granbury Street Weekly Bulletin, October 20, 
2019.
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“The ‘If-Thens’ of the 
Prophets
Andy Baker '06

Working your way through the major or minor 
prophets, where God is rebuking His people, 
it can become tedious to read. However, as 

one reads along, a reader will invariably come across an 
“if-then” statement. A good Bible student will note and 
highlight these if-then statements because they indicate 
application of God’s word to the people to whom they 
are being spoken. These if-then statements are landmarks 
NOT to be ignored. They can and will remind us of:

God’s infinite goodness .  Like a parent not 
wanting their child to make a choice that would 
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Man’s Responsibilities
Denny Petrillo

In view of Solomon’s warning in (Ecc 12:13,14)
to “fear God and keep His commandments,” 
it  seems prudent for us to consider what 

responsibilities he has given man throughout the book.
First, Solomon has instructed man to enjoy life. While 

many today have a “it’s all about me” and a “go for the 
gusto” philosophy, Solomon offers a legitimate reason 
to find joy in one’s life. There is much to enjoy: food, 
companionship, work - but all based upon a positive 
relationship with God. This theme occurs seven times in 

lead to difficulty, God offers, in His goodness, an 
understanding of good choices and bad choices—of 
positive ends and negative ends. If we appreciate His 
goodness, then we will choose what’s right (Is. 1:18-20).

God’s limited patience. God is always good, but 
God’s patience with people who continually choose 
what is wrong will not last forever. He allowed the 
Northern Kingdom of Israel to continue in its sinful 
ways for almost 200 years. He allowed Southern Judah 
to continue for about 150 years after the North was 
taken captive. His patience had a limit— if we see the 
time He’s given us to repent as evidence of His patience 
with us, then we will conform to His will (2 Pet. 3:8-9).

Our choice to trust and obey. As was mentioned, 
some things in the prophets are hard to read and hard 
to understand. However, the simple message is that 
God will bless His people if they obey, and He will 
punish His people if they choose not to obey (See Deut. 
28:1, 15). If we choose to trust and obey Him, then we 
can count on His presence and blessings in our lives.

The simplicity of God’s word. The prophets 
preached time and time again to a people who had 
set their minds to do the things with which God 
was not pleased. Even in the twilight evenings of 
Judah’s last days, King Zedekiah called the prophet 
Jeremiah to know what he should do (Jer. 38:14-17). 
Jeremiah answered as he had for so many years: if- then  
(Jer. 38:17-23)! Today, God’s message through Jesus 
is simple: if we obey the Gospel, then we will be 
saved (cf. Mark 16:15-16; Gal. 6:7-10; Rom. 10:9-10).

The Reminder, Graeber Road Church of Christ Weekly Bulletin, March 24, 
2019.
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the book: 2:24-26; 3:12-13, 22; 5:18-20; 8:15; 9:7-9; 11:8-9. 
This joy cannot be hedonism, because it is given by God.

Second, Solomon has instructed man to be wise. There 
are some definite negatives to wisdom (1:18; 2:12; 4:13-16; 
9:13-16; 10:1). However, there are numerous advantages. 
Wisdom itself is good (2:26), it improves the quality of 
life (7:11-12) and gives strength (7:19). It even can help 
one in a difficult situation (8:1). It is important to wise 
men that they help others to become wise (12: 9-12).

Third, Solomon has instructed men to worship 
God acceptably. Men throughout the centuries have 
foolishly approached God in a way that was unacceptable 
(Lev. 10:1, 2; Is. 1:10-17; Micah 6:6-8; Matt. 15:8-9; 
John 4:23, 24). Proper worship involves a recognition 
of God’s presence (5:1-2). It also includes careful 
consideration of one’s words and promises (5:4-6). 

Fourth, Solomon has instructed men to remember 
God. He specifically noted that God should be 
remembered as judge (11:9; 12:13-14) and creator (12:1). 
These terms establish God’s power and authority, and 
demand more than a simple mental acknowledgement. 
They demand action and genuine devotion (12:13).

Fifth, Solomon has instructed men to have a good work 
ethic. In a world filled with laziness and gluttony, this 
message still applies today (9:10; 10:17-18; 11:4-6). It is 
God’s plan that man work, and work hard. Those who are 
looking for a “free ride” will not be able to fully appreciate 
God’s plan for his life and will ultimately destroy himself 
(4:5). However, it is possible for one to be a “workaholic” 
and fail to have the kind of balance God desires (4:6).

Sixth, Solomon has instructed men to fear God. This 
concept is central in all of the wisdom literature (Job 
28:28; Ps 111:10; Prov 1:7; 9:10), and is a recurring 
theme in Ecclesiastes (3:14; 5:7; 7:18; 8:12-13; 12:13). 
This admonition calls upon men to have a healthy 
view of God’s awesome power and authority, in 
contrast with man’s weakness and helplessness. It 
includes more than respect, but a terror of facing 
an angry God in the Day of Judgment (Heb. 10:31).

Seventh, Solomon has instructed men to recognize 
their limitations. Far too often men become arrogant 
and self-sufficient. Such entails the thinking of fools. 
Rather, Solomon has demonstrated that there are 
many things that men do not know (11:2, 5-6) or 
understand (11:5). Equally, there are many events 
that are beyond man’s ability to control (8:8).

Bear Valley Church of Christ Weekly Bulletin, October 13, 2019.
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January 1, 2020

If you would you like to continue 
receiving the The Southwesterner

please email us at office@swcofc.org or 
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access digital copies of the bulletin.  
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