
The Debt we Owe the World
Cody Westbrook

“Debt” is something that many people 
prefer not to think about. One recent 
study showed that the average American 

household with debt owes more than $130,000. Most 
who are in financial debt desire to be debt free, and 
understandably so. But there is a certain kind of debt 
that God’s people owe which we will never be able to 
fully repay. Paul spoke of it in Romans 1:14 when he 
said, “I am a debtor both to Greeks, and to Barbarians; 
both to wise, and to unwise.” Everyone who has 
been saved by the blood of Christ stands in the same 
shoes. We are indebted to the world and to our God 
to proclaim the gospel of His Son, Jesus the Christ.

We must understand the reason for our debt. Why 
do we owe a debt to the world to teach the gospel? 
Normally when we are indebted to someone it is 
because of something they have done for us. But this 
debt has nothing to do with anything the world has 
done for us; rather it has everything to do with what 
God has done for us. We have been redeemed from 
death by the blood of the Lamb (Eph. 1:7; 1 Pet. 1:18-
20). We are the beneficiaries of the selfless sacrifice of 
Jesus the Christ. Therefore, it is our responsibility to 
shout from the mountain tops the good news of that 
salvation. Like Peter and John, our attitude should be, 
“we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and 
heard” (Acts 4:20). “The love of Christ constrains us”  
(2 Cor. 5:13-15) and should push us onward. We should 
have a “burning fire shut up in our bones” (Jer. 20:9) that 
fuels our desire to tell the world that the Savior lives. We are 
indebted to the world to preach the gospel, and, as Paul said, 

For if  I  preach the gospel,  I  have 
nothing to boast of: for necessity is 
laid upon me; yes, woe is me, if I do 
not preach the gospel (1 Cor. 9:16)!

We must understand the scope of our debt. Paul 
knew that he was in debt to everyone—Jew and gentile 
(Rom. 1:14-16)—because everyone has the same 
problem (Rom. 3:23) and everyone needs the same 
solution (Rom. 6:23). The gospel of Jesus the Christ 
is not prejudiced. It does not see black, white, rich, or 
poor. It only sees souls that are in need of salvation. 
God’s people must have the same vision. Peter said, 

In truth I perceive that God shows no 
partiality: but in every nation whoever 
fears him, and works righteousness, 
is accepted with him (Acts 10:34-35). 

Paul wrote,
Tribulation and anguish on every soul of 
man who does evil, of the Jew first, and also 
of the Greek; but glory, honor, and peace to 
everyone who works what is good, to the 
Jew first, and also to the Greek: for there 
is no partiality with God (Rom. 2:9-11).

The prophet Jonah made the mistake of allowing 
prejudice to blind him from seeing people for who 
they really were—souls made in the image of God. Our 
debt is to take the gospel to all people (Mark 16:15), 
regardless of skin color, ethnicity, or social status.

We must understand the term of our debt. When you 
finance a home or a car you know that at the end of an 
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agreed term the debt will be paid and the home or car will 
be ours. Our debt to the world has a term limit as well—
death. As long as we live on this earth there is work to 
be done for the Lord in carrying His gospel to a lost and 
dying world. Jesus said, “I must work the works of Him 
who sent me while it is day; the night is coming when no 
one can work” (John 9:4). That should be our attitude. 

Of the house of Stephanas, Paul said, “they have 
devoted themselves to the ministry of the saints” 
(1 Cor. 16:15). Could he say of me, “he has devoted 
himself to the work of soul winning”? Could Jesus say 
of us, with confidence, what He said of Himself—“I 
must be about my Father’s business” (Luke 2:49)?
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“Thou Shalt Love Thy Neighbor 
As Thyself”
Keith A. Mosher, Sr.

The statement, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself,” is part of an answer Jesus gave to an Old 
Testament scribe (lawyer) who came to entrap the 

Savior (Matt. 22:34-40). Such “lawyers,” as the one who 
would “tempt” Jesus, were expounders of the Mosaic code 
and considered themselves above others. In fact, to such 
a “lawyer” there were over six-hundred precepts in the 
law of Moses and a considerable number could not even 
be observed. So, those rabbis would make distinctions 
between “heavy” and “light” commandments as though 
some were of lesser importance than others (Williams, 
Pulpit Commentary, 365). That “lawyer” wanted to 
find out if Jesus sanctioned the traditional teaching.

Jesus gave a plain answer to the scribe which could not 
be gainsayed. Every Jewish male repeated Deuteronomy 
6:4 on a daily basis: “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God 
is one Lord.” This “shema” or morning prayer indicated 
the chief duty of man to honor God, which obligation 
was superior to every other duty. The scribe had not 
asked about a second commandment, but Jesus would 
not propound an abstract proposition. Jesus showed the 
lawyer how loving God is done on a practical basis; one 
is to love one’s neighbor as oneself (Matt. 22:39)! This 
love (agape) is without self- interest. It carries the highest 
moral responsibility and, in fact, God is agape (1 John 4:8).

The apostle John learned the truth concerning loving 
a neighbor and later was inspired to write: “And this 
commandment have we from him, that he who loveth 
God love his brother also” (1 John 4:21). How does one 
measure one’s love for one’s fellow-man? To what degree 
is loving oneself considered and to what degree does 
one connect love for God with love for neighbor are the 
criteria for true spirituality. Such love involves one’s heart, 
soul, mind, and strength (Mark 12:30). Jesus’ conclusion 
that loving God, neighbor, and self are the precepts 
of the entire Mosaic code remind one of a supposed 
incident in the life of a Jewish scribe named Hillel:

A heathen wished to be converted to the 
Jewish faith, but only on the understanding 
that he would be taught the whole of the Torah 
while standing on one leg. Hillel accepted 
him, and in response to the heathen’s 
request replied: That which is hateful unto 
thee do not do unto thy neighbor. This is 
the whole of Torah. The rest is commentary. 
Go and study” (Talmud, Shab. 31a).

Jesus expanded Hillel’s comment, however, not 
by insisting that what is “hateful” to one should 
not be done, but positively to love another as 
oneself. Are there ways to recognize such love?

True Christian love presupposes proper estimations 
of God and self. God revealed Himself so that He 
could be loved (Rev. 4:11). Love resists any attempt 
to be forced, but must arise voluntarily and is the 
reason God gave man self-determination. In loving, 
one identifies with the object of that love. Therefore, 
in loving God, one is ennobled, for the deep love of 
God leads to a profound love of holiness. Such love 
of holiness should help one begin to understand how 
noble and dignified a person can become. Self-respect 
and self-esteem are direct results of knowing and loving 
God, for man is a created being and the offspring of 
the Highest (Acts 17:28). Several things occur when 
one loves a neighbor as one loves self; and when both 
of the latter “loves” are the direct result of loving God.

One loves God by keeping His commandments 
(1 John 5:3). Since God is love, He is worthy of 
ob edience,  worship,  praise ,  and adorat ion  
(Matt. 22:37). And loving God results in the 
“visitation” (caring for) of one’s neighbor (c.f. Jas. 1:27).

If one’s neighbor succeeds, love rejoices with his 
success (Rom. 12:15). True love of a neighbor will 
“distribute to his necessities” and be “given to hospitality”  
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(Rom. 12:13). To be “given” to hospitality means that one 
is on the constant lookout in seeing to the needs of others.

In answering the lawyer’s “test question” about the 
greatest commandment, Jesus implied that such a 
sophomoric view of true faith indicated that the scribe 
was more interested in his own ideas about minute 
questions than in true relationships to God and man. 
That is, the lawyer thought more of his own ideas about 
religion than he did about loving God. Therefore, he 
could not love either God or man as commanded, for 
in his mind he was better than both! The root-principle 
of Christian love involves the proper estimation of self  
(c.f. Phil. 2:3). No one can be counted as a follower of Christ 
who is selfish; no matter how “esteemed” he may seem 
in the eyes of some. True, agape love seeks the welfare of 
others and thus draws near the heart of God. In describing 
what happens when love fails, Nan Terrell Reed wrote:

Two vases stood on the Shelf of Life As 
Love came by to look, 
One was of priceless cloisonné, The other 
of solid common clay. Which do you 
think Love took?
He took them both from the Shelf of Life, 
He took them both with a smile; 
He clasped them both with his finger tips, 
And touched them both with caressing 
lips, And held them both for awhile!
From tired hands Love let them fall, 
And never a word was spoken. One was 
a priceless cloisonné, The other of solid 
common clay. Which do you think was 
broken?

The Forest Hill News, Forest Hill Church of Christ, August 7, 2019.
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The Slothful Sluggard
Jack McNiel 03'

The Biblical word I would like to discuss today 
is “Sluggard.” The Hebrew word thus translated 
is found twelve times in Book of Proverbs. Five 

times it is translated “sluggard” and the other seven times 
it is translated “slothful.” The English words sluggard 

and slothful both indicate slowness of movement. 
Slothful is defined as, “habitual disinclination to 
exertion; indolence; laziness…” (Dictionary.com) and 
Sluggard describes a person, “who is habitually inactive 
or lazy…” (Dictionary.com). A sluggard can simply 
be called a slothful person. Proverbs uses these terms 
numerous times to encourage the reader to become 
active and even proactive in every aspect of their lives 
and especially to be so in regard to their spiritual lives.

A summary of how the Hebrew word is used in Proverbs 
demonstrates the characteristics of the slothful sluggard.

• The slothful sluggard refuses to labor. 
Proverbs 21:25 and 24:30-31.

• The slothful sluggard makes excuses for 
not doing anything: “There’s a lion!”  
(Proverbs 22:13; 26:13) “It’s too cold!” 
(Proverbs 20:4)

• These lame excuses and flat refusal to 
do anything only makes the slothful 
sluggard’s life more difficult. His way is 
fraught with thorns that impede him. 
(Proverbs 15:19)

• The slothful sluggard is like a man who 
is sleeps all the time, but gets no rest. 
(Proverbs 6:9; 26:14)

• Finally, the slothful sluggard is unreliable 
and brings only bitterness to those 
who would attempt to rely upon him. 
(Proverbs 10:26)

All of this is why, Solomon encourage the 
slothful sluggard to look to or imitate the ant. 
(Proverbs 6:6-11). The ant may be small, but it works 
hard and is proactive with regard to seeing to its needs. 
A slothful sluggard, both spiritually and physically 
is the very opposite of what a Christian ought to be.

“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might…” (Ecclesiastes 9:10)

"And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, 
and not unto men; Knowing that of the Lord ye shall 
receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the 
Lord Christ…"(Colossians 3:23-24)
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Please Remember in Prayer: 

 Jo Young fell and broke her kneecap last week. She's   
 waiting to see if surgery will be needed.
 Lucile Johnson remains in S. Austin Hospital Rm. 443.
 Samuel Ramirez, SWSBS 15' will be having surgery   
 October 30th.
 Health Concerns:  Sue Shamburger, Bonnie Thetford,  
 Angela Young.
 Shut-ins: Jeannette Hansen, Rosemary Garrett, Jon Little,        
 Bobby Johnson, Elvira Martinez, Ginny Oswald, Jan Smith.

  Others: Sonny & Lee Barr, Rodney Boes, Olivia Carson,  
   Caleb Crouchet, Bill Ellison, Ada Fleming, Bonnie Gomer,  
   CK Holt, Deborah Hoover, Nell McCown, Bill & Nancy Ponds,  
   Cynthia Puente, Kay Westbrook, Gib Young.

Go Paperless
Would you like to switch to the digital 

version of The Southwesterner?
Email us at office@swcofc.org and begin 
receiving the bulletin in your inbox 

every week.  


