
Relationships with our Enemies
Cody Westbrook

The existence of enemies is a painful reality of 
the faithful Christian life, but not one that 
should surprise us. Our Lord had enemies. 

The Jewish leaders, Judas, and, of course, Satan 
himself all opposed Him and sought His ultimate 
failure and demise. The world hated Jesus and 
because it hated Him, it hates His people. Jesus said, 

If the world hates you, you know that it 
hated Me before it hated you. If you were 
of the world, the world would love its own. 
Yet because you are not of the world, but 
I chose you out of the world, therefore 
the world hates you (John 15:18-19). 

John would later write, “Do not marvel, my brethren, 
if the world hates you” (1 John 3:13). Christians are 
lights shining in a world of darkness (Matt. 5:16), 
and darkness, by its very nature, hates light (John 
3:19-21). Therefore, it follows naturally that those 
who walk in darkness would do everything within 
their power to fight against and extinguish the light.

How should we deal with those who hate and fight 
against us? The carnal person typically seeks the demise 
of his enemies. He desires to completely defeat and 
overwhelm them. But, God’s people live by a higher 
standard (c.f. Eph. 4:1) and therefore, must deal with 
their enemies in a different way. In this article we will 
briefly consider three contexts of scripture, which speak 
to the relationship we are to have with our enemies. The 
combined thought of these passages is overwhelmingly 
clear–God’s desire is that we love those who hate us 
and strive to convert them from enemies to brethren. 

First, consider Matthew 5:38-42. Jesus said,
You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for 
an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I tell you 
not to resist an evil person. But whoever 
slaps you on your right cheek, turn the 
other to him also. If anyone wants to sue 
you and take away your tunic, let him have 
your cloak also. And whoever compels 
you to go one mile, go with him two. Give 
to him who asks you, and from him who 
wants to borrow from you do not turn away.

The examples Jesus referenced had great meaning to 
every person in His audience. A slap to the right cheek 
would be a backhanded blow, a great sign of disrespect 
in the time of the New Testament. The cloak was an 
outer garment that was used for warmth and even 
bedding in the open field. Roman soldiers had the ability 
to compel a person to carry a load for them up to one 
mile. Jesus commanded more–go the extra mile! Each 
of these items illustrates God’s desire for His people to 
forego retaliation. Such is difficult and often contrary 
to our nature as human beings. Retaliation is often 
our initial inclination but Jesus forbids that kind of 
reaction and commands something far more impactful. 

Our second passage flows logically from the first, 
providing the positive reaction to be coupled with the 
negative (e.g. do not retaliate). In Matthew 5:44 Jesus 
said, “love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do 
good to those who hate you, and pray for those who 
spitefully use you.” The conventional wisdom of the day 
suggested love for those who love you (your neighbor) 
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Working together to survive 
the hunt
Neal Pollard

1Peter 5:8 calls the devil a roaring lion prowling 
around seeking someone to devour. It is obvious 
that Peter’s readers would have seen or at least heard 

about these kings of the jungle for the analogy to make 
sense and be practical.  Lions lurk, longing for lunch.

In the savannas of East Africa, their meal of choice is 
usually either the wildebeest or zebra. Despite this, these 
two animals continue to graze and migrate together. In 
fact, because they are chief prey of the lion (and other 
big cats), they need to stick together. Various observers 
and experts give different explanations for why. Zebras 
have great farsightedness and the wildebeests have 
excellent peripheral vision, but each are poor at seeing 
what the other sees well. Others explain that wildebeests 
have mouths better suited for short grass while zebras’ 
are made for the long grass that grow intermittently 
together on the plains. Still others point to the zebras 
superior memories, recalling the safety routes of the 
previous year, and the wildebeests uncanny ability to 
find water even when such is scarce. Probably, it is the 
combination of these facts that cause the symbiotic 
relationship between these two large mammals. 
They do not all survive, but the vast majority do. 
The reason is because they utilize their own abilities 
but also because they rely on the abilities of others.

In a letter where Peter is addressing a people who 
were at times spiritual prey, he does more than use the 
simba simile. He urges Christians to stick together and 
look out for one another. He calls for sincere, fervent, 
from the heart love for one another (1:22; 4:8). He urges 
complaint-free hospitality toward one another (4:9). He 
commands serving one another (4:10). He teaches there 

Word of Life 
Sundays at 7:30 am

KLBJ Radio 590 AM or 99.7 FM 
Past recordings are available to listen to at 

swcofc.org/wordoflife

and hatred for those who hate you (your enemy). Jesus 
turned that wisdom on its head by commanding us to 
love all people, and especially those who do not love us 
in return. Notice the 4 imperatives in the passage–love, 
bless, do good, and pray! Each of these suggests action 
with love as the foundation. To agape someone is to 
desire their best interest. That desire should always be 
coupled with action. It is easy to seek the best interest 
of those who seek ours; even “tax collectors” do that 
(Matt. 5:46). However it is very difficult to actively 
seek good for someone who only seeks our harm. 
Yet, that is exactly what Jesus enjoins in this context.

Prac t ica l ly  speaking ,  what  does  i t  mean 
to love our enemies  and forego reta l iat ion 
against  them? C onsider  Romans  12 :17-21 :

Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for 
good things in the sight of all men. If it is 
possible, as much as depends on you, live 
peaceably with all men. Beloved, do not 
avenge yourselves, but rather give place 
to wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance 
is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. 
Therefore, “If your enemy is hungry, feed 
him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; 
For in so doing you will heap coals of 
fire on his head.” Do not be overcome 
by evil, but overcome evil with good

In this context Paul reemphasizes the instruction of 
our Lord to turn away from an attitude of retaliation. 
However, just because God’s people are not to take 
retributive matters into their own hands does not mean 
that justice will be left out of the equation. Our just God 
will deal with the enemies of His people, and therefore we 
must trust Him to “take vengeance.” Our responsibility 
is to “feed” our enemies. Remember, Jesus commanded 
that we love our enemies; do good to them and pray 
for them. Meeting the needs of hunger and thirst is just 
one example of the kind of service that springs from the 
kind of heart that God’s demands reside in His people.

How does God desire us to treat our enemies? 
What kind of relationship should we have with those 
who hate us? In sum, our Father wants us to love and 
serve them. Though they may abuse us in a multitude 
of ways, our mindset is to be that of our Savior’s 

who, when He was reviled, did not revile 
in return; when He suffered, He did not 
threaten, but committed Himself to Him 
who judges righteously (1 Pet. 2:23). 

Our goal  must  not  be the ult imate demise 
of our enemies, but instead, their salvation.
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The Importance of Thinking 
about Heaven
Ross Haffner '08

Every wonderful deed that was ever done was 
first conceived in the mind. There is a clear 
and obvious connection between the way we 

think and the way we act. In Proverbs 23:7 the wise 
man wrote, “For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he,” 
so we might ask, what should we be thinking about?

Colossians 3:1-2 admonishes, 
If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those 
things which are above, where Christ sitteth 
on the right hand of God. Set your affection 
on things above, not on things on the earth. 

When Paul says “seek” he is using a term that focuses on 
the heart. We must have a desire for heaven. The word 
“affection” has more to do with the mind. We should set 
our minds on—spend time thinking about—heaven.

to be mutual humility displayed toward one another 
(5:5). He ends the letter exhorting an affectionate, 
loving greeting of one another (5:14). As much as 
anything, this is a recognition of mutual dependence.

If we understand that we are not at home in this 
world (2:11) and are living and longing for the 
inheritance in heaven (1:4), we should come to 
understand our mutual need of each other. That does 
not just mean looking for others’ help, but also giving 
it. This is by God’s design. Notice, for example, the 
proactive protection we provide each other by being 

harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, 
kindhearted, and humble in spirit; not 
returning evil for evil or insult for insult, 
but giving a blessing instead... (3:8-9a). 

Right before the lion passage, Peter talks about different 
groups looking out for and helping each other (5:1-6).

Any of us, through suffering, temptation, doubt, or 
some other factor, could drift away from the safety and 
security of the fold. Let us be more than mindful of each 
other. Let us depend on each other to survive the hunt 
and make it to eternal safety.  I will face the lion many 
times in this life, and I depend on you to help me survive.
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I f  y ou  a re  a  Ne w  Te s t a m e nt  C h r i s t i a n 
you should spend time thinking about heaven 
because you have died with Christ. Paul writes, 

For ye are dead, and your life is hid with 
Christ in God. When Christ, who is our 
life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear 
with him in glory (Colossians 3:3-4). 

When Christ died and His body was buried in a tomb 
His life was hidden. Whoever witnessed his corpse on 
the cross could not see life in Him. When Joseph of 
Arimathea and the women who followed carried Jesus 
to the tomb they could not see life in Him. But that life 
was revived! When we die with Christ in baptism we 
kill the old man of sin and our life is continually hidden 
with Christ (Romans 6:6). Because of this we have a hope 
of eternal life in heaven (1 Corinthians 15:42-44, 49).

Thinking about heaven also affects your behavior. 
Paul commands, “Mortify therefore your members 
which are upon the earth…” (Colossians 3:5). 
This means we must end those parts of ourselves 
which are earthly, fleshly, and sinful. He provides 
examples in verses 5-8. Sexual sins and social sins 
are listed. Thinking about heaven helps me to end my 
relationship with these transgressions of God’s will.

I am benefitted when I think about heaven because 
it helps me keep the proper perspective in life. I will 
be more likely to keep my relationships with fellow 
Christians honest (Colossians 3:9). When I do stumble 
I’ll be willing to confess my faults (James 5:16). I’ll want to 
know more and more about my God, and the wonderful 
home that has been prepared (Colossians 3:10). My life 
won’t become unbalanced, full of entertainment and 
earthly activities while starving for the bread of life. 
Prejudice will be far from me because these earthly 
distinctions do not matter in God’s kingdom. The only 
distinction that will occupy my mind will be those who 
have put on Christ, and those who still need to do so.

Spend more time thinking about heaven. It will be time 
well spent and comes with numerous spiritual benefits. 

Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, 
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever 
things are just, whatsoever things are pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever 
things are of good report; if there be 
any virtue, and if there be any praise, 
think on these things (Philippians 4:8).

SW
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Please Remember in Prayer: 

 Lucile Johnson was re-admitted to S. Austin Hospital on  
 Sunday with heart issues.
 Jimmy Evans requests prayers on his behalf as he looks for a   
 new job.
 Randy & Jamie Banks are grieving the loss of Jamie's father   
 last week.
 Health Concerns:  Sue Shamburger, Bonnie Thetford,  
 Angela Young.
 Shut-ins: Jeannette Hansen, Rosemary Garrett, Jon Little,        
 Bobby Johnson, Elvira Martinez, Ginny Oswald, Jan Smith.
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