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Miguel de Cervantes’ (1547–1616) novel Don 
Quixote is among the most enduring contribu-
tions to the literary world for good reason. The 
tale’s idealistic yet flawed hero embodies shades 
of the very human elements that each of us see 
within ourselves. Furthermore, the story re-
minds us of our instinctual yearning to strive for 
something bigger, and greater, than us. Most of 
all, Don Quixote is beloved as a celebration of bold 
vision, spirit of adventure, and pursuit of virtue. 

This issue of The College magazine is devoted 
to the recognition of a vision fulfilled – the found-
ing of the Santa Fe campus – now marking its 
50th anniversary. More than 1,600 miles from 
where Stringfellow Barr and Scott Buchanan 
realized an earlier vision for St. John’s by estab-
lishing the New Program, then-president Rich-
ard Weigle and a band of hopeful Santa Feans 
set out to expand the reach of St. John’s. “This 
new founding has brought aspects of our shared 
enterprise to the fore that might not have been 
quite so visible before,” notes Santa Fe tutor and 
Annapolis alumnus Jacques Duvoisin (A80).

Santa Fe tutor Claudia Hauer brings the 
founding of the Santa Fe campus to life through 
an oral history project that captures the vari-
ous “perspectives and tales that make up our 
story.” With more than an entire day’s worth of 
recorded interviews with former officers, tutors 
from the earliest years, and many others from 
the college’s community, the project casts light 
on “a triumph of one man’s will, a fellowship of 
new learning, and the start of a quixotic journey 

of self-definition for an institution that was not 
new in conception, but new to the world,” ob-
serves Hauer. 

As the stories in this issue attest, the Johnnie 
ecosystem contains many voices and viewpoints, 
but at its core, shared ideals. Warren Winiarski 
(Class of 1952) contributes his own visionary 
tale—to pursue his passion for great wine. Voices 
of current Johnnies are also heard, from destina-
tions far and near. Eunji Kim (A15), whose jour-
ney begins in Korea, ruminates on her nearly 
four years at St. John’s and how the experience 
has shaped her ability “to examine questions 
and issues from infinite perspectives…” Laura 
Bartram (A15) travels to the western coast of Ire-
land, joined by a group of architecture students 
led by Washington, D.C.-based architect Travis 
Price (A71), to “architecturally reinterpret the 
myth and history of a remote culture.”

As we reflect on the Santa Fe campus’ seminal 
moments, we also look to the horizon where the 
conversation continues. In this issue, we meet 
Johnnies who are making history and shaping 
the future in the fields of education, health, and 
medicine. Aided by the college’s Ariel Intern-
ship Program, Rachel Reid (SF14) breaks new 
ground in cancer research at California’s City 
of Hope, where she learned that “the days of the 
lone genius in the lab are gone.” Susan Vorkoper 
(SF04), a global researcher and policy analyst, 
discovers that collaboration, “partnership, and 
coalition-building between people,” is the se-
cret to progress. In the classroom, James Myers 
(SF09) shares his passion for classical languages 
and great books with the next generation of vi-
sionaries. And Greg Toppo (SF85), the national 
education reporter for USA Today, explores 
how gaming and digital technology can make 
students smarter. 

On a final note, I wish to express my gratitude 
to Patricia Dempsey, director of Communica-
tions in Annapolis and editor of The College 
magazine, who recently left the college to es-
tablish a consulting practice. The pages of this 
publication for the past decade, as well as in this 
issue, reflect her affection for and dedication to 
the college and all that it represents. —GS

Shared Ideals

f r o m  t h e  e d i t o r

“ When life itself seems lunatic, 
who knows where madness lies? 
Perhaps to be too practical is 
madness. To surrender dreams 
— this may be madness. Too 
much sanity may be madness — 
and maddest of all: to see life as 
it is, and not as it should be!” 
Miguel de Cervantes, Don Quixote

LEFT: INSIGHT FOTO, SANTA FE, NM
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Two Campuses. 
Many Viewpoints.
With a country between them, 
the college’s two distinctive 
campuses share a profound 
sameness — and celebrate a 
major milestone in Santa Fe.

p a ge 2 0  

Authors of  
Our Own Story
Through a collection of  
recordings and written contri-
butions, voices from early  
faculty members, college 
friends and officers, among 
others illustrate the journey of 
Johnnie expansion out West.

p a ge 2 8

Shaping  
the Future
Three alumni lend their talents  
to make positive societal 
change, from examining  
gaming technology in educa-
tion to impacting health  
research and policy to explor-
ing the great books with the 
next generation of leaders.

w i n t e r  2 015  vo l u m e  4 0 ,  i s s u e  1

F E AT U R E S

on the cover: 
Cervantes illustration  
by Scott McKowen

Quixote’s transition from his naiveté to his self-
referential and self-conscious anxiety creates an analogy 
for the Santa Fe campus’s progress, from its ardent youth 
to the more mature institution of today. —Claudia Hauer, tutor
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Claudia (Probst) Stack (A88) 
is an educator and filmmaker 
whose previous film about historic 
African American schools, Under 
the Kudzu, won the 2012 Direc-

tor’s Choice Award from the Cape 
Fear Independent Film Festival. 
Her newest film, Carrie Mae: An 
American Life, is the story of Car-
rie Mae Sharpless Newkirk, one of 
15 children born into a sharecrop-
ping family in Duplin County, 
North Carolina, in 1923. After 
her father’s death when she was 
in high school, she thought her 
dream of becoming a teacher had 
died, too. However, with the help 
from her principal, she obtained 
a work scholarship to attend Kit-
trell College and went on to earn 
her degree from Elizabeth City 
State Teachers’ College. 

Stack has worked in freshmen 
programming and taught seminars 
for 17 years at the college level 
(Boston University and University 

of North Carolina, Wilmington). 
She is currently in her fourth year 
of teaching special education at 
D.C. Virgo Preparatory Academy,  
a Title 1 middle school in Wilming-
ton, North Carolina.

Jan Lisa Huttner (A73) is an 
internationally known film critic 
who has been working for more 
than a decade to help women film-
makers break through what she 
calls “the celluloid ceiling.” 

“Since I first started the 
WITASWA Project (Women in the 
Audience Supporting Women Art-
ists Now) in 2004, there have been 
over 1,200 International SWAN 
Day events all around the world,” 
notes Huttner. “And these are just 
the ones we know about. We find 
out about more all the time.” 

Huttner is the author of Penny’s 
Picks: 50 Movies by Women Film-
makers 2002-2011. 

f r o m  o u r  r e a d e r s

Johnnie Women in Film

Carrie Mae Sharpless Newkirk

Jan Lisa Huttner (A73) 

In response to a notice in the summer 2014 issue 
of The College, these Johnnies share stories about 
their projects in the film industry.
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A Time for Tolstoy
In the fall of 1976, during my 
junior year, Mr. Robert Bart led a 
preceptorial on Anna Karenina. 
The question of what I would be 
when I grew up weighed heavily 
on me that fall. My mother also 
had died a few weeks before the 
preceptorial began. As we read 
and discussed the novel, I found 
myself identifying deeply with the 
character Levin. His struggles 
with questions of meaning, iden-
tity, vocation, and love helped me 
to wrestle with my own questions. 
The story gave me hope that I 
would find a sense of purpose and 
vocation for my own life. Anna 
Karenina was the book I needed 
to read that season, and that pre-
ceptorial was the class I needed 
to be in.
—Michael Ciba (A78)

Young Doctors in Scrubs
During the summer before senior 
year I worked as a uniformed se-
curity guard at various locations. 
One assignment was a hospital 
entry where my job consisted of 
telling people they couldn’t park 
there. I did my St. John’s summer 
reading to fill the time. Young 
doctors in scrubs would rush past 
me. One called out, ‘what are you 
reading there, War and Peace?’ I 
held it up since, of course, it was. 
—Alan McVay (SF76)

Kudos from the  
Pacific Northwest
Greetings from the Pacific North-
west! Kudos on a wonderful edition 
of The College magazine [Sum-
mer 2014]. Perhaps it’s having 
recently spent a week on the Santa 
Fe campus for my sixth consecutive 
summer Piraeus and having been 
an active member of the greater 
SJC community for 25 years now, 
but I got a lot of pleasure out of 
reading the current issue of The 
College from cover to cover. 
—Greg Rhoades (SFGI89)

The St. John’s Story
I first learned about St. John’s 
from a LIFE magazine story that 
was written in 1940. I discovered 
it while scrounging through the 
musty basement of the Boston 
Public Library in Copley Square. 
It was a story with no age—and 
corny as it may sound, a story that 
rang as strong and true as a liberty 
bell. The story led me to apply 
(and just barely get accepted) to 
the Annapolis campus, where I 
managed to make it through four 
exhilarating years with a tight, 
tough graduating class of more 
than 40 students. 

Where is the St. John’s College 
story told now, in ways that grip 
the heart and soul of a generation, 
a people, and a public audience, 
and that reach both popular media 
and educated elite; most of all, in 
ways that get to the aspiring, am-
bitious, thoughtful young person?
—John Dean (A70)

Future Reading 
After St. John’s, I aimed to show 
that our liberal education could 
lead to the advancement of mod-
ern knowledge. I could see that 
hopes for an “American renais-
sance in higher education” were 
disappointed. Experience in the 
armed forces and travel abroad 
convinced me that the work that 
needed doing and that was within 
my power was to make an intel-
lectual contribution to peace. I 
discovered the old-world federalist 
movement, which aimed to 
replace the international anarchy 
with the rule of world law. I deter-
mined to write a history of it.

But first I had to meet the chal-
lenge of Aristotle’s dictum that 
poetry is more philosophical than 
history (Poetics, 9:1451b5-7). Now, 
only particulars actually exist; 

genera are abstract classes. Soon 
I discovered Common Cause, the 
old journal of the University of 
Chicago’s Committee to Frame 
a World Constitution, which was 
the perfect place for a Johnnie to 
begin. I delved deep into the draft-
ing of the Charter of the United 
Nations, the representation of di-
verse humanity, the powers to es-
tablish universal justice. I picked 
a universal theme and aimed to 
write a great book that would still 
be readable in a hundred years, 
The Politics of World Federation.

—Joseph Preston Baratta (A69)

f r o m  o u r  r e a d e r s

“ Where is the St. John’s College story 
told now, in ways that grip the heart 
and soul of a generation, a people, and 
a public audience, and that reach both 
popular media and educated elite; most 
of all, in ways that get to the aspiring, 
ambitious, thoughtful young person?” 

Letters

Joseph Baratta (A69)

life magazine, February 5, 1940.

Homecoming 2014 set record attendance at both Annapolis and Santa Fe.
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What made you want to become a 
vintner and a wine grower?

I’ve always been interested in growing 
plants. I was in charge of growing food dur-
ing the Second World War in my family’s 
victory garden. Later I took summer jobs 
as a gardening assistant and became inter-
ested in growing things in a horticultural 
way. It’s not agriculture because ‘agri’ 
means field and field crops are treated dif-
ferently than horticultural crops. ‘Hortus’ 
means garden. In a garden you treat plants 
as individuals. No one singles out a corn-
stalk for special attention. But you have to 
grow horticultural plants individually.

There is also the fact that my name, 
Winiarski, is derived from the word for 
wine. It means a winemaker’s son. And 
my father did make wine. During Prohibi-
tion a head of a household could legally 
make up to 200 gallons of wine annually 
for family purposes. I remember hearing 
the fermentation in the barrels he used, 
hearing the bubbling of this wonderful 
mysterious thing. 

Later I spent time doing graduate stud-
ies in Italy, where wine was more than a 

ceremonial and a celebratory beverage. I 
was introduced to the practice of a glass 
of wine to accompany a meal, but that 
was forgotten when I returned to the 
Midwest and its sober ways. One day a 
friend brought a bottle of wine for lunch 
and it all came back with a rush — all the 
pleasure that wine could bring to a meal 
— it was an epiphany. Wine revealed itself 
as something very special and I began to 
read about it, talk to people about differ-
ent kinds of wine and how they got to be 
the way they were. 

What enabled you, a new father with a 
family to support, to decide to pursue 
this career?

It dawned on me that a way of life could be 
built around this interest and my family 
could be engaged in growing grapes and 
making wine. I found a place in a two-man 
winery in Napa, about the size that I hoped 
to have someday. I was the number two 
man, which gave me the opportunity to go 
through the winemaking cycle from grape 
growing to wine bottling.

My wife Barbara (Class of 1955) also 
wanted a rural way of life. It had risk but 

it appeared to offer a fulfilling life. It was 
going to take full dedication to make it 
work. At some point she said that she felt 
we were going over Niagara Falls in a bar-
rel; there was no turning back.

What was your vision for yourself as 
a vintner at the time you made this 
decision?

In my mind I had a model from Philip Wag-
ner, an editor of the Baltimore Sun. He had 
a small winery in the outskirts of Baltimore 
where he produced charming wines. He 
had written a book called American Wines 
and How to Make Them, which was a pow-
erful influence on my thinking. He wrote 
about the inwardness of winemaking, 
the human element as much as technical 
things. His writing was part of a transfor-
mation in my own heart. 

At what point did you decide to work 
your own vineyard? 

While I was working as an apprentice I 
purchased a small piece of land where 
I put in about four acres of grapes. My 
grafting process was not successful, and 
it had to be done over because I wasn’t 
giving the root stock adequate water. But 

Westward Vision
Warren Winiarski (Class of 1952) is the founder of Stag’s Leap Wine 
Cellars and known internationally for producing the Cabernet Sau-
vignon that bested the finest French wines at the historic “Judgment 
of Paris” wine-tasting in 1976. That win brought global attention to 
the Napa Valley and California wines. He went on to craft consistently 
high-quality wines throughout his long career as a vintner. 

In 1964 Winiarski was at the University of Chicago, teaching in the 
Basic Program of the University College and studying with the Com-
mittee on Social Thought, when he decided to move to California 
with his wife and young children to pursue his passion for wine. His 
close allegiance to St. John’s leads him to enjoy the synchronicity of 
his heading west the same year the college’s western campus opened. 
In a recent interview, Winiarski looked back at this bold move, his 
work as a vintner, and the role that vision has played in his life.
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I learned from that effort, and in 1970 I 
planted a second vineyard on land that 
had been used as a prune orchard for 
40 years and it was very successful. In 
1973 we had our first commercial crop. 
That was the wine that went to Paris in 
1976 and was preferred over some of the 
greatest wines in Bordeaux in a blind 
tasting by French experts. A bottle of that 
wine is now in the permanent collection 
of the Smithsonian Institution and was 
chosen by the Smithsonian magazine as 
one of “101 objects that made America.” 
It fulfilled a prophecy made by Thomas 
Jefferson about 200 years before when he 
said that American wines would be differ-
ent from those of Europe but “doubtless 
as good.” The moral of that story: never 
underestimate what you can do with a 
prune orchard when you have a vision. 

What role did your St. John’s education 
play in your work as a winemaker?

I want to express my indebtedness and my 
gratitude to that education because it was 
through the St. John’s method of inviting 
learning by questioning and by the close 
following of the reasoning embedded in 
the works that we studied that I developed 
the skills I applied to learning grape grow-
ing and winemaking. I called it “Books and 
Balances in the vineyard and winery.” 

What is the role of vision in  
winemaking?

Wine is made from grapes, but grapes are 
only the material. What wine becomes is 
guided by a vision of what it should be. 
How you plant, when you harvest, and 
what you do to the grapes — each step in 
the process of the wine’s coming to be is 
guided by the vision of what you want it to 
become. You must know at a high degree 
of detail what the natural process is, what 
the dangers are, where to intervene and 
where to stay out. Grapes die but wine 
emerges; having the skills to guide it ap-
propriately is critical. That is all deter-
mined by a winemaker’s vision. 

— Sus3an Borden (A87)

Like a great book, there is truth in 
great wine. The fifth annual In Vino Veri-
tas, held February 27-28 at the Annap-
olis campus, celebrates alumni vintners 
and a legacy of the finest American 
winemaking. The fundraiser features 
special guest Warren Winiarski (Class 
of 1952), founder of Stag’s Leap Wine 
Cellars. Winiarski has influenced 
generations of winemakers, especially 
St. John’s alumni who learned their 
craft under his tutelage. The event also 
features renowned Napa winemakers 
Larry Turley (SF69), founder of Turley 
Wine Cellars; Abe Schoener (A82), 
founder of The Scholium Project; Zach 
Rasmuson (A95), chief operating of-
ficer of Duckhorn Wine Company; and 
Rory Williams (A07), founder of Calder 
Wine Company. For more information, 
visit invinoveritasannapolis.com.

LEGACY OF 
WINEMAKING

“ Grapes die but wine emerges; 
having the skills to guide 
it appropriately is critical. 
That is all determined by a 
winemaker’s vision: will it  
be an epic or a short story  
or a poem?”
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Ariel Intern  
Makes History in 
Cancer Research
Rachel Reid (SF14) spent last summer in 
a lab at the City of Hope Cancer Research 
Center in Duarte, California, researching 
the effects of PP2A activation on Acute 
Myelogenous Leukemia (AML) cells. She 
received an Ariel Internship, a funded 
opportunity to explore a possible career 
choice. Stephen Forman (A70), the 
Francis and Kathleen McNamara Distin-
guished Chair in Hematology and Hema-
topoetic Cell Transplantation at City of 
Hope, facilitates biomedical internships 
for Johnnies and spent time with Reid de-
scribing his own transition from St. John’s 
to medical school. “I learned that the days 
of the lone genius in the lab are gone,” 
says Reid. “Modern science is largely 
a collaborative exercise, and St. John’s 
provides a great background in learning 
and inquiring with other people.”

Under the direction of mentor Dr. Amy 
Cook, Reid began by reading research 
on the PP2A gene, which she likens to 
translating ancient Greek. At first, she 
says, it was “about as excruciatingly slow 
as translating the first few pages of the 
Meno. But the more I read, the faster I 
became. I looked up each unfamiliar word 
and built my scientific vocabulary slowly.”

Next she ran assays to test which cel-
lular pathways a PP2A activator, FTY720, 
worked through. PP2A is the gene that 
controls cell growth and proliferation. Up 
to 70 percent of AML cases show evidence 
of PP2A hyper-phosphorylation, “a fancy 
way of saying that the gene is under-
expressed in cancer cells,” says Reid. 
“This is bad, because the role of PP2A is 
to ensure that cell growth does not get out 
of hand, which would certainly be useful 
as a way to control or prevent cancer.” Dr. 
Cook, Reid’s mentor, had been having 
some success in treating cancer cells in 
vitro with FTY720. 

The task Reid took up was to further 
the understanding of exactly how FTY720 
was able to inhibit the growth of cancer 
cells. The two main assays she conducted 
were Quantitative Real Time Polymerase 
Chain Reactions (rt qPCRZ) and Western 
Blots. “What this boils down to is that I 
did a lot of moving very small amounts of 
liquids into different tubes and then cook-
ing them,” says Reid. “Toward the end 
of my internship I was able to prove that 
FTY720 can affect an oncogene cluster to 
the GSK36 pathway – and I was the first 
person in the history of the human race to 
know that.”  
—Jennifer Levin

f r o m  t h e  b e l l  t o w e r s

2014-2015 NEW  
BOARD MEMBERS

The Board of Visitors and Governors 
welcomes these new members:

Bryan Dorland (A92), a former Marine, was 
an intern at the Naval Research Labora-
tory’s Space Science Division while attending 
St. John’s. He received his MSc and PhD in 
physics from the University of Maryland. In 
2001, he joined the Astrometry Department 
at the U.S. Naval Observatory to work on 
astronomical satellites; he is now the head of 
the department. In 2012, he was awarded the 
Alumni Award of Merit to recognize his profes-
sional accomplishments and work in support 
of St. John’s and its students. 

John L. Gray (EC12) was 
named the director of the 
Smithsonian’s National Mu-
seum of American History 
in May 2012. Previously, he 
was the founding president 
of the Autry National 
Center of the American 

West and created the Institute for the Study 
of the American West. During his prior career 
in commercial banking, he served as execu-
tive vice president of First Interstate Bank of 
California in Los Angeles (1987-1996). He is 
a member of the Presidents’ Council.

Wilfred M. (Bill) McClay 
(A73) is the G.T. and Libby 
Blankenship Chair in the 
History of Liberty and 
director of the Center for 
the History of Liberty at 
the University of Okla-
homa. An award-winning 

author, he has taught at numerous universi-
ties and served on the National Council on 
the Humanities (2002-2008). He and his wife, 
Julie Holt McClay, are members of the Presi-
dents’ Council and the parents of two alumni, 
Barbara (A12) and Mark (A09). 

Joshua Rogers (A98) 
founded Arete Wealth 
Management, LLC in 2007 
and currently serves as the 
CEO, president, and wealth 
advisor. Previously, he 
spent eight years at Ameri-
can Express Financial Advi-

sors/Ameriprise Financial, ultimately serving 
as field vice president in the Chicago market 
group. As an entrepreneur with Walker Digital, 
he was a co-inventor of a number of patents, 
including the “name your own price” e-com-
merce concept, which today is the backbone 
of Priceline.com. He serves on various literary, 
art, and business boards in Chicago.

Rachel Reid (SF 14)
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In honor of the 50th anniversary 
of the founding of the Santa Fe 
campus, St. John’s hosted a 
national conference on liberal 
education in October. More than 
two years in the making, emanat-
ing from concerns of the college’s 
faculty regarding questions 
central to today’s debates around 
higher education, the event on 
the Santa Fe campus was at once 
substantive and celebratory—and 
noteworthy to a wide audience. 
We hosted more than 200 par-
ticipants, including over 70 paper 
presenters.

Under the rubric “What is 
Liberal Education For?” the St. 
John’s way was often thematic: 
tutor David Levine (Class of 1967) 
and Annapolis President Chris 
Nelson (SF70) addressed the 
purposes of the Program; tutors 
Eva Brann (H89) and Peter Pesic 
explored the “immediacy” and “wonder” 
that animate what we do; tutors Chester 
Burke (A74) and Cary Stickney (A75) 
chaired a roundtable discussion exem-
plifying our study of “scientific” texts by 
discussing a selection from Maxwell. 

What was most visible from the outside 
was the permanent (and presently acute) 
debate regarding whether the liberal arts 
stand as ends in themselves or whether 
they must serve the practical and politi-
cal ends of career and citizenship—and 
whether this question has a different 
character now than it has before. 

There were speakers from Zaytuna Col-
lege and Dharma Realm Buddhist Univer-
sity – the first Islamic liberal arts college 
in America and a Buddhist great books 
college, respectively – who have looked 
to St. John’s for inspiration and who 
renew the courageous spirit of “found-
ers” so characteristic of what brought our 
Program into existence. Dean GAN Yang 
of Boya College (the flagship experiment 

in a western-style liberal arts education 
in China today, anchored in the read-
ing of great books of the East and West) 
reminded us that we in the West must 
excel not just for ourselves but in order to 
support the future of liberal education in 
China. Matthew Crawford, author of Shop 
Class as Soulcraft, argued eloquently that 
philosophy’s present imperative to keep 
us close to a world of real things will be 

part of the antidote to the creeping 
invasion of attention-stealing mar-
keting and proliferating screens. 

Many participants commented on 
what we at St. John’s take for grant-
ed: the unafraid, unapologetic, and 
direct questions of our students—
that great Socratic inheritance 
that our college has passed on to 
every generation of Johnnies. Many 
academics reminded us that St. 
John’s is still looked to as a model of 
what they try to do in their home in-
stitutions. At the same time, many 
legitimate challenges were raised 
to the complacency, self-regard, or 
homeostasis of the liberal arts.

In hindsight it seems to me that 
the tacit thesis of the conference 
was that liberal education is for the 
sake of our humanity. The common 
thread was a defense of humanism, 
in a broad and contested, but rigor-
ous, sense. This connected the talks 

of all our featured speakers and many if 
not all of the panels. It is through liberal 
education, in all its dimensions, that we 
become and preserve what we are.

The conference confirmed that, after 
50 years in Santa Fe and 77 in Annapolis, 
the St. John’s Program remains one of the 
most important living examples of the 
uncompromising pursuit of the true ends 
of a liberal education. There could be no 
better reason to celebrate our past and 
our bright future.  

—J. Walter Sterling (A93), tutor

An archive of the conference schedule, 
video-recorded sessions, and articles on the 
conference can be found at www.sjc.edu/
programs-and-events/santa-fe/50th-anni-
versary-conference. The college is preparing 
an audio archive and digital archive of 
nearly all the papers delivered. 

Preserving Our Socratic Inheritance

Many participants com-
mented on what we at St. 
John’s take for granted: the 
unafraid, unapologetic, and 
direct questions of our stu-
dents—that great Socratic 
inheritance that our college 
has passed on to every  
generation of Johnnies.

f r o m  t h e  b e l l  t o w e r s
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St. John’s welcomes two new admissions 
directors: Thomas Weede, who is serving as 
interim director in Annapolis, and Yvette 
Sobky Shaffer in Santa Fe. Weede has served 
at several liberal arts schools, including 
Carroll College, Warren Wilson College, 
Iona College, and Butler University. Shaffer 
was dean of Admissions and Financial Aid at 
Otis College of Art and Design in Los Ange-
les. They share their thoughts on admissions 
marketing and how alumni can support 
their efforts.

What skills and qualities does a college 
admissions director need?

TW: Be open to new ideas and to what data 
suggests, but not ignorant about what your 
gut tells you. The best schools compete for 
the best students, embracing marketing to 
build their brand. This new language for 
higher education is used at every level, from 
top colleges to community colleges.

YS: In the last 10 to 15 years, schools have 
more marketing savvy. The internet has 
changed the “gate keeper” admissions 
model in which students apply to an admin-
istrator processing papers. You have to keep 
up with what is happening in the private sec-
tor, too, because the most successful schools 
are doing so.

How is St. John’s addressing those 
changes?

YS: The new website is a big step, optimiz-
ing search engines to help students find St. 
John’s College. That is really important. 
St. John’s should own that we are the great 
books school, and our website is a key com-
ponent. Marketing is not about changing 
St. John’s. It’s about being authentic and 
finding the people who are interested in who 
we are and what we have to offer.

TW: Admissions has always been about rela-
tionships, and we encourage our admissions 
teams to get to know the students and to be 
trusted advisors. Through discussion, we 
draw an accurate picture of the institution 
and the staff helps to end [possible] misper-
ceptions. It’s a tried and true St. John’s way.

What is most on the minds of prospective 
students?

YS: They are terrified of the college search 
process. Some of the top schools only accept 
4 percent of applications, and students are 
urged to write their college essays earlier. For 
this high-pressure decision, they seek profes-
sional guidance from counselors. Students 
often ask how to make that transition from 
high school student to adult. We shouldn’t 
discount those very human, very necessary 
growth opportunities.

How does the admissions staff reach 
prospective students?

TW: We make sure that our website is cur-
rent, with new [elements] that entice people 
to visit. Direct mail and advertising on the 
internet are other ways. And we visit schools.

YS: Word of mouth really helps. Our amaz-
ing alumni base speaks highly of their edu-
cation. I’m delighted by the One Alum|One 
Referral program. That kind of personal 
attention from alumni is key to leading 
students to the college.

How else can alumni support Admissions 
efforts?

TW: The most important way is by helping 
the right students find out about St. John’s. 
Alumni can call or meet with students, usu-
ally after acceptance, to talk about their St. 
John’s experience and life after St. John’s. 
We are always looking for volunteers to help 
with college fairs.

YS: Every time you give a lecture or talk 
to business contacts, mention your alma 
mater. People are shocked at how many 

doctors, lawyers, scientists, and entrepre-
neurs St. John’s has produced. This is a 
very relevant education, and our alumni 
outcomes are amazing. We should share 
that with the world.

How has the Summer Academy impacted 
enrollment?

YS: It has been hugely influential. Our 
classroom methods are transformational for 
some of these students, who are especially 
surprised by the math and science compo-
nents. Many students who weren’t consid-
ering St. John’s changed their minds after 
attending the Summer Academy. About 25 
percent of its participants become St. John’s 
students, but the 75 percent who didn’t go 
to the Summer Academy also speak lovingly 
about their time here.

How would you describe the student  
who belongs at St. John’s?

TW: Most importantly, someone decides 
that he or she belongs. Our students come 
from all over, with different backgrounds 
and beliefs. There is little to stereotype, 
so it’s difficult to target a specific kind of 
student. Our alumni play an important role 
in finding new students who have a passion 
for reading and asking questions. Alumni 
can tap them on the shoulder and say that 
there is a place where you can have these 
discussions, and you’re going to love every 
minute of it.  

—Interview by Gregory Shook

A Conversation 
with New Directors 
of Admissions

Yvette Sobky Shaffer and Thomas Weede, 
directors of Admissions
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ALUMNI  
AMBASSADORS: 
RECRUITING  
FUTURE JOHNNIES
Alumni in all career fields are encouraged 
to talk about St. John’s to college-bound 
students. Mentors are adults with whom 
“young people have an affinity or connec-
tion,” says James Mikkelson (SFGI86), an 
English teacher at the Shanghai American 
School in China, where he has worked for 
the last 10 years. Students “want to hear 
when someone thinks a school would be 
right for them.” One Alum|One Referral is 
a new program that helps alumni connect 
relatives, family friends, or anyone they 
think will thrive at St. John’s with the col-
lege’s admissions offices.

Word of mouth is also a 
valuable resource for the 
college’s admissions efforts. 
“When I see intelligent 
students who want to read 
outside the curriculum, I 
suggest they look into St. 
John’s,” says Mikkelson. 
“These students are sincere 
in their efforts to get the 
most out of their education, 
[and] willing to take risks 
orally and verbally to get  
that education.”

Mikkelson, who keeps a St. 
John’s poster on his class-
room door, emphasizes how 
crucial the liberal arts are. 
One of his first students, 
Dohee Kang (SF14), was a 
member of the Socratic Club 
that Mikkelson founded at the 
Shanghai American School; 
they read and discussed 
Plato’s Republic. “People in 
my high school were really 
competitive, trying to get 
into prestigious universities,” 
says Kang. “Everything was 
geared toward résumés, and 
I wanted something different.” Kang had 
to convince her parents that St. John’s was 
right for her. “I got into the University of 
Chicago, where they wanted me to go,” she 
says. “Mr. Mikkelson helped give me the 
courage to make my own decision.” After 
graduating from St. John’s, Kang attended 
the college’s Summer Film Institute in Santa 
Fe and is now earning her master’s in East-
ern Classics at the Graduate Institute.

Cynthia Ma (SF16) attended the Shanghai 
American School but was not in Mikkelson’s 
class. Her guidance counselor suggested 
that she talk to Mikkelson about choosing a 
college. They wound up reading Crime and 
Punishment together. “I was really nervous 
about coming to St. John’s,” says Ma. “But 
Mr. Mikkelson made me feel comfortable 
with the learning style. Talking to St. John’s 
alumni, I got an accurate picture of what 
[my experience] would be like.”  

—Jennifer Levin

For more information about the  
One Alum|One Referral program:  
www.sjc.edu/alumni/1alum1referral

f r o m  t h e  b e l l  t o w e r s

“ When I see intelligent 
students who want to read 
outside the curriculum, I 
suggest they look into St. 
John’s. These students are 
sincere in their efforts to 
get the most out of their 
education, [and] willing to 
take risks orally and verbal-
ly to get that education.”

www.sjc.edu/1alum1referral

Do you know a student who belongs at 
St. John’s? Alumni referrals are one of the 
most effective sources for prospective ap-
plicants. The Alumni Association is calling 
upon all Johnnies to refer promising high 
school students to the admissions offices 
through the One Alum |One Referral cam-
paign. It’s not too late to refer applicants 
for the 2015 admissions cycle. Participate 
today and help the college discover the 
next generation of Johnnies.

ONE ALUM | ONE REFERRAL

James Mikkelson (SFGI86)
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By Eunji Kim (A15) 

During the past three years as a St. John’s 
student in Annapolis, I have visited most 
of the monuments in Washington, D.C. In 
the fall of my senior year, I finally had the 
opportunity to visit the Supreme Court 
during a field trip arranged by the Career 
Services Office, with more than a dozen 
Johnnies. Stepping into the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s Great Hall, I was surprised by 
the vast, empty space, wondering if the 
Supreme Court of Korea looked the same. 
I kept thinking back to Korea and my 
decision to withdraw from the university 
there to come to St. John’s.

Leading us into a courtroom that was 
much smaller than I had imagined, our 
guide explained that people sometimes 
camp outside in order to claim a seat for 
important cases. I was shocked; I could 
not imagine people camping outside the 
Supreme Court of Korea. The guide said 
that justices have already read the case 
documents, so they ask the lawyers ques-
tions during the oral argument. Then the 
justices meet privately to discuss the case. 
This process reminds me of seminar at St. 
John’s; we each bring our own thoughts 
and opinions to the table and work 
together to get closer to the truth and 
gain a deeper understanding of important 
questions.

The judicial process implies a certain 
trust that rightful decisions will be made, 
based on the facts of a case, the arguments 
of the lawyers, and the wisdom of the 
justices. We at St. John’s have the freedom 
to examine questions and issues from 
infinite perspectives, whereas justices 
must make decisions within a given time 
frame. Whether in court or in seminar, we 
trust human reason and our capacity to 
work together.

When I studied U.S. and international 
law at my university in Korea, I learned 
about famous Supreme Court cases, but it 
was through my experience at St. John’s 
that I was able to think about the cases 

beyond their summaries. I look forward to 
reading actual cases and opinions during 
my final semester; I can sense how much 
deeper understanding I will have.

At my previous university, I memorized 
facts for exams—and then forgot most of 
them. I questioned what I was actually 
learning. In Korea, many students study 
for the sole purpose of doing well on tests, 
in order to get into a good college, where 
the focus shifts to boosting their résumés 
to land a good job. Consequently, educa-
tion becomes less about learning and 
more about competition.

At St. John’s, classes are a collaborative 
environment where we learn together. It’s 
not about efficiency; discussion is part 
of the learning process. We are willing to 
take “wrong turns” because sometimes 
that is how we get further along the path 
of considering the question at hand. 

While watching tutors lead classes, I’ve 
learned to value patience and listen to 
every voice. Each of us brings something 
unique to the table. Our classes have 
shown me a way in which education can 
happen without being about rankings. Ev-
eryone contributes and everyone wins. As 
someone interested in working in the edu-
cation field, I can recall my experience 
at St. John’s to figure out what education 
should be like. What I read and learn here 
becomes part of me, remaining with me in 
a way that memorized facts do not.

I have gotten what I expected and more 
from my St. John’s experience. I have 
confronted texts that I would never have 
encountered on my own. The curriculum 
has a richness that you don’t get anywhere 
else. It can be subtle, but it has changed 
how I view myself and the world.

Senior year speaks well to this transi-
tion. It has made me question what I know 
and be open to a larger world of possibili-
ties. Looking at what I’m reading this 
year, I realize how different it would be if 
I had read it as a freshman. It makes me 
want to reread everything from freshman 
year. I have grown and learned so much at 
St. John’s and I am very thankful. 

Learning for 
Learning’s Sake
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Whether in court or in 
seminar, we trust human 
reason and our capacity to 
work together.
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Princeton in Africa
On October 23, at its annual gala in New 
York City, Princeton in Africa presented 
The Princeton in Africa Medal to Paul 
Tierney, his wife, Susan, and their chil-
dren, Michael, Trish, and Matt. Tierney is 
a former member of the St. John’s College 
Board of Visitors and Governors, who 
serves on the Presidents’ Council. The 
family received the award for their volun-
teer and philanthropic work encouraging 
innovative, sustainable solutions across 
Africa, their expansion of opportunities 
for African women, and their company’s 
efforts to bring investment funding and 
much-needed attention to companies and 
communities in sub-Saharan Africa.

Princeton in Africa is an indepen-
dent nonprofit organization based in 
Princeton, New Jersey, which develops 
young leaders committed to Africa’s 
advancement. Since its founding in 1999, 
Princeton in Africa has sent nearly 400 
Fellows to 35 countries to support dozens 
of inspiring host organizations. “Each of 
the Tierneys spent a formative period of 
time in Africa or Latin America and dem-
onstrates how a year of service as a young 
adult, such as the fellowships offered by 
Princeton in Africa, can be life-chang-
ing,” said Jim Robinson, president of the 
Princeton in Africa Board of Directors 
and father of a former Princeton in Africa 
Fellow. “We are honored to be able to rec-
ognize the Tierneys’ individual achieve-
ments and their remarkable commitment 
as a family to Africa.”  
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p a t h w a y s

WRITING FROM  
THE START
Nathaniel Goldman’s (A14) fascination with 
writing fiction began around the time he 
learned to walk. “Reading and writing fic-
tion was always a big part of my childhood,” 
says Goldman. By high school, he was ready 
to attend the Iowa Young Writers’ Studio, 
where he was exposed to a breadth of 
literary works and developed an affinity for 
science fiction. He also wrote flash fiction, 
penning a 50,000-word story in a month. 
Now he realizes that he prefers writing 
short, complete works instead of novels.

At St. John’s, Goldman was co-editor of The 
Gadfly and Energeia, edited the admissions 
blog “Johnnie Talk,” and assisted students 
with their essays. “It was interesting, as I 
had mostly written fiction before I came 
here,” says Goldman. “I hadn’t done a lot 
of journalistic, essay, or expository writing 
outside of class. The first thing I wrote [at 
St. John’s] was a profile of Ms. Kraus during 
her first year as dean.”

In 2013, he received a Pathways Fellowship 
to attend the Yale Writers’ Conference in 
New Haven; the summer program’s work-
shops covered general fiction and short 
fiction. In 2014, Goldman developed his 
portfolio at the Tin House writers’ work-

shop at Reed College. During his “Choosing 
St. John’s” speech for the Caritas Society, 
Goldman said, “I plan to pursue a career 
as a professor of literature and creative 
writing. This path will allow me to write, to 
continue to question what it means to write 
and why it matters, and to cultivate new 
voices and join with them in studying great 
voices of the past and present.”

Currently based in Madison, Wisconsin, 
Goldman is a technical writer for Epic, an 
electronic medical record company, and 
continues to write fiction.

—Nutchapol Boonparlit (A14)

“ I plan to pursue a career as 
a professor of literature and 
creative writing. This path 
will allow me to write, to 
continue to question what 
it means to write and why it 
matters, and to cultivate new 
voices and join with them in 
studying great voices of the 
past and present.”

Nathaniel Goldman (A14)
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Virtually Socratic
Johnnies yearning to gather around the sem-
inar table for good conversation may look 
no further than their computers, tablets, or 
smart phones. The Graduate Institute Lead-
ership Series, an initiative launched in Janu-
ary 2013 by Associate Deans Jeff Black and 
David Carl, Santa Fe tutor Lise van Boxel, 
and former Marine Brian Wilson (AGI13), 
is one of the latest offerings for engaging 
online dialogue. St. John’s tutors and gradu-
ate students with active military experience 
host two-hour seminars online (and in 
person) on classic works of military history, 
as well as leadership and persuasion.

Primarily aimed at active-duty military 
service members and alumni with a military 
background, seminar readings have included 
Plutarch’s Life of Lycurgus, the “Melian Dia-
logue” from Thucydides’s The History of the 
Peloponnesian War, and Sophocles’s Ajax, 
among others. Black and van Boxel have 
co-led several seminars, including Machia-
velli’s The Prince and Book I of Xenophon’s 
Cyropaedia. Wilson, who describes his previ-
ous academic background at the U.S. Naval 

Academy as “an English major trapped in a 
mechanical engineer’s body,” says that hav-
ing military and civilian alumni participants 
“helps shape the conversation. The seminars 
really speak to young leaders.”

A group of entrepreneurial young alumni 
based in San Francisco and Washington, 
D.C. are also contributing to the online 
revolution. Adam Braus (SF08), along with 
Micah Davis (SF10) and Zhenya Ogorodova 
(SF08), share their love of great books and 
conversation through Conversera.com, 
their new online learning company. Braus 
describes it as “the next step in a tradition 
that goes back to Stringfellow Barr and Mor-
timer Adler.” The curriculum includes semi-
nars on a variety of short stories, science, 

and novellas. Many of the seminar facilita-
tors are Johnnies – Elaine Bomford (SF79), 
Aric Doak (SF08), Steven Ellerd (AGI13), 
and Alexander Kast (A06) – who take joy in 
introducing other lifelong students to the 
St. John’s approach to understanding the 
classics. “We do not see ourselves as compe-
tition for St. John’s but rather a complemen-
tary service,” notes Braus. “We hope that 
people who can’t come to St. John’s can use 
Conversera to get a similar experience.”

Alumni everywhere can also continue 
the conversation through the St. John’s 
All Alumni Virtual Chapter. Since October 
2013, alumni and tutors have met online 
on the first Sunday of each month for 
90-minute seminars on great works drawn 
from the college’s curriculum and beyond. 
Recent seminars have included the first 
two books of the Iliad, Plato’s Meno, and 
Aristophanes’s The Clouds, among others. 
To see upcoming Virtual Chapter seminar 
offerings, visit bit.ly/1ySc6fs.  

—Gregory Shook

Read more about the St. John’s College 
Graduate Institute Leadership Series at  
www.facebook.com/SJCLeadershipSegment.

f r o m  t h e  b e l l  t o w e r s

SANTA FE WELCOMES 
MARGARET MERTZ (SF83) 
BACK TO CAMPUS

The Santa Fe campus has 
welcomed Margaret Mertz 
(SF83) as its new director of 
Development. Before taking 
this position, Mertz served 
as the associate dean for 
Research, Technology, and 
Administrative Affairs in the 

College of Fine Arts at the University of Florida. 
She also held the positions of executive director 
of the Thomas S. Kenan Institute of the Arts, and 
dean of the Division of General Studies at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina School of the Arts. Earlier 
in her career, Mertz held many teaching and 
administrative posts at St. John’s College in Santa 
Fe, the United World College of the American West 
(UWC-USA), and New Mexico Highlands University.

Mertz recently stepped down as chair of the 
Board of Directors for South Arts, the regional 
arts organization serving the nine southern 
states of Kentucky, Tennessee, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Missis-
sippi, and Louisiana. She received her bachelor’s 

degree from St. John’s in Santa Fe, and her 
master’s and doctoral degrees in music from 
Harvard University.

“I am thrilled to be ‘coming home’ to St. John’s 
College and Santa Fe. This opportunity to work on 
behalf of the college is the fulfillment of a lifelong 
dream,” says Mertz. “I believe deeply in the St. 
John’s Program and the students and faculty who 
embody its extraordinary vision and relevance.”

— Susan Kaplan

ANNAPOLIS WELCOMES  
NEW DIRECTOR IN 
ADVANCEMENT

Ellen Wise joins the Annapo-
lis advancement staff as di-
rector of Major and Planned 
Gifts with more than 15 
years of advancement expe-
rience. She previously served 
as director of Development 
for the College of Arts & 
Sciences at the University of 

Delaware and as director of Individual Giving for 
Washington College in Chestertown, Maryland. 
She earned a BFA from Virginia Commonwealth 

University and an MA in English literature from 
Washington College.

Wise describes herself as “the world’s oldest 
emerging poet,” due to her late start as a writer 
and the slow pace of her work. In 2002 five 
of her poems were set to music by American 
contemporary composer Adolphus Hailstork. The 
resulting song cycle has been performed in the 
United States and abroad; she was in atten-
dance at a particularly memorable performance 
in Auvillar, France. Wise’s poems have been 
published in numerous small journals and online. 
She is the recipient of a Maryland Arts Council 
Individual Artist Award and a Mid-Atlantic Arts 
Foundation Creative Fellowship, and she serves 
on the board of Perugia Press, a prize-winning 
publisher of emerging women poets. Wise and 
her husband Fred are avid sailors who live on the 
Eastern Shore of Maryland. 

Wise says she is looking forward to meeting 
with alumni and friends of St. John’s, but has a 
lot to learn before she begins visiting donors. “I’ll 
be spending the first six weeks with the college 
immersing myself in what I now know is ‘Johnnie 
culture,’ ” she says. “I’ve worked for many years 
in higher education, but the experience that St. 
John’s alumni share is completely different from 
anything I’ve seen before.”
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A National Prison 
Project Internship 
Sheds Light on Law
Andy Blanco (A15) finished reading a letter 
from a prisoner in Arizona about inmates 
who got into trouble because they did CPR on 
another inmate who was having a heart attack 
while the guards were just watching. This 
letter was one of hundreds waiting for him on 
his desk last summer when he interned for 
the National Prison Project in Washington, 
D.C. “It was a state-wide case, where we 
were assisting all the prisoners in Arizona to 
sue the Arizona prison system over condi-
tions,” says Blanco. “One of my jobs was to 
read all the prisoner mail that came in from 

Arizona.” With 30,000 people in Arizona 
prisons, “that’s obviously a lot of mail.”

Having dealt with murder cases during 
his previous internship at a criminal law 
office, Blanco knew that his Hodson intern-
ship at the Prison Project would not be easy. 
But he was shocked by the brutality of some 
aspects of prison life. He had to learn to 
respond to these letters and to pick prison-
ers who might be good witnesses. “At least 
the office environment was very positive and 
stress free,” he says. “It helped me deal with 
all the difficult subject matter, and reminded 
me that the work was meaningful.”

Until Blanco heard about the Prison Proj-
ect, working with prisons had never crossed 
his mind. He was planning to apply to law 
school. When he read an article in the Gad-
fly about Margaret Winter (Class of 1966), 
the associate director of the Prison Project, 
he realized that he wanted “to do something 
related to criminal defense or civil rights. I 
don’t want to be a prosecutor. I want to be 
the kind of lawyer that helps people.”

Blanco finds it exciting that in this job, 
“you can actually change how the law works 
in this country. All the cases are huge cases. 
The Arizona case will affect every prisoner 
in Arizona, and everybody who goes to 
prison in Arizona forever. You can’t be a 
zealot and do that kind of work because it 
will crush you. But you have to care a lot. 
The people here are pushing the needle; 
a lot of the stuff they are advocating for is 
probably a few decades from happening. But 
it might become the norm one day. So they 
do a huge service to society.”

Blanco is the first in his nuclear family to 
attend college; although both his grandfa-
thers went to college, his parents chose not to 
go. He spent a few years as a manager at Papa 
John’s Pizza before he chose St. John’s. “I was 
making a lot of money and I was pretty suc-
cessful, but I knew it was a short-term thing.” 
He had taken AP courses in high school and 
some community college classes, which he 
found “dissatisfying.” When he heard about 
St. John’s through a friend, he knew it was 
exactly what he wanted—the “most superior 
education that I could find.” He feels that St. 
John’s has “opened a lot of doors for me.”

Before coming to St. John’s, law was one 
of several careers that interested Blanco. He 
settled on law during his sophomore year; 

the internships that followed have con-
firmed his choice.

St. John’s also led him to appreciate more 
aspects of life. “When I was in high school, 
I just loathed math and science. I’ve come 
to enjoy and appreciate [them] here at St. 
John’s, so that’s been a huge gift.” In addi-
tion, “St. John’s has opened up the whole 
world of literature and music for me to inves-
tigate on my own.”

Although Blanco has kept his original plan 
to go to law school, he says that his internship 
has “opened my eyes to impact litigation, 
and the possibility of a career as a lawyer 
who’s not only defending people in court for 
a particular crime.” As part of the American 
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), the National 
Prison Project is “a big organization. I could 
see myself going back there one day.” 

—Eunji Kim (A15)

f r o m  t h e  b e l l  t o w e r s

Andy Blanco (A15) 

Summer 
Academy 2015
at St. John’s College

AN INTELLECTUAL 
ADVENTURE
for High School Students

Students from around 
the world immersed 
themselves in Summer 
Academy 2014 in Santa 
Fe and Annapolis. 
Learn more: www.sjc.edu

“ In this job, you can actu-
ally change how the law 
works in this country. All 
the cases are huge cases. 
The Arizona case will affect 
every prisoner in Arizona, 
and everybody who goes to 
prison in Arizona forever.”
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Two campuses, one in Santa Fe 
and one in Annapolis, 1,628 miles 
apart horizontally and a little over 
7,000 feet vertically, have the same 
Program. It is a bit of a conundrum 
when you think about it. 

Two 
Campuses

t u t o r  v i e w
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Of course, the metaphysicians 
among us might supply the 
reassuring information that for 
any two things to be the same, 
they must be different.

As puzzling as this may seem 
at first glance, it probably 
points the way to understanding 
the profound sameness that 
constitutes St. John’s College.

Many 
Viewpoints
By Jacques Duvoisin (A80)

t u t o r  v i e w
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What’s the same? The pro-
gram of study is the same in 
spirit and implementation. 
Naturally, as you might expect, 
there are differences—a few 
small variations in the selec-
tion and sequence of the read-
ings on the seminar list, as well 
as more substantial variations 
in the design of some tutorials. 
But the core practice of the col-
lege does not differ.

On each campus, students 
sit around a table and discuss 
great books together. They go 
to the board in math classes 
and demonstrate difficult 
propositions from memory 
while classmates look on, ask 
questions, offer assistance, and 
so on. They struggle to teach 
themselves ancient Greek so 
that they can discuss the mean-
ing of a Sappho poem, or a pas-
sage in Sophocles, or a dialecti-
cal argument in Plato’s Meno, 

again around a big table in the language class. In 
the labs, they work toward a meaningful encoun-
ter with the natural world, at first gropingly, and 
then with ever greater sophistication.

The faculty, too, is the same, as much as it is 
possible for two groups of individuals, selected 
seemingly by chance, to be the same. In relation 
to the program of study, all of us strive for the 
same ideal, to guide students to the discovery of 
their own insights, holding our opinions at bay, 
working to provoke them to fine-tune whatever 
articulations of their thought they happen to be 
working on. We share our meager wisdom with 
them, but we do not substitute it for their own 
examination of life.

The Santa Fe campus was founded 50 years 
ago, in a climate and culture that could not be 

more different from Annapolis. This new found-
ing has brought aspects of our shared enterprise 
to the fore that might not have been quite so 
visible before. In the shadow of a different state 
house, the challenge to study the great books of 
human civilization is influenced by the culture 
of New Mexico, among a local populace that 
speaks English with a Spanish lilt, with all the 
marks of Pueblo culture lovingly preserved in 
the city’s architecture. The expanse of the sky is 
vast, blue, and inviting, and nearby mountains 
allow one to approach it in solitude.

In such a setting, away from the bustle of am-
bitions that inevitably gather around the capital 
of a great nation, it is only natural that the pace 
would be slower, and students would find a use 
for more leisurely reflection. Classes are longer, 
and discussions often follow a less direct path in 
the pursuit of insight.

Although students at both campuses have orga-
nized many clubs, the outdoor settings have played 
a role in the development of intramural sports pro-
grams and activities. The glorious, lush lawns of 
Annapolis are ideal for soccer, handball, Ultimate 
Frisbee, and croquet. In the sprawling mountains 
of Santa Fe, students and faculty enjoy access to 
unparalleled hiking trails and several world-class 
ski resorts within easy driving distance.

One notable difference between the campuses 
can be found in the Graduate Institute. In ad-
dition to the traditional program that finds a 
parallel in Annapolis, the Santa Fe campus also 
offers a program in Eastern Classics, which has 
proved a boon to many alumni, who apply their 
curiosity and formidable conversation skills to 
a broader canvas of human thought. It also pro-
vides an opportunity for the faculty to find intel-
lectual renewal in the Eastern Classics program, 
at those moments when their experience in the 
undergraduate program begins to feel constrict-
ing, as can happen after a decade or two of work.

It is probably a coincidence, since both cam-
puses have experienced a new influx of interna-

“ In relation to the program of study, all of us 
strive for the same ideal, to guide students to 
the discovery of their own insights, holding 
our opinions at bay, working to provoke them 
to fine-tune whatever articulations of their 
thought they happen to be working on.”

t u t o r  v i e w
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tional students, including many from Southeast 
Asia, but one cannot help wondering if our ex-
perience with the Eastern Classics program has 
not helped us make Santa Fe a more welcoming 
destination for some of these students. For the 
many students who come to us from the moun-
tains of Nepal, it is hard not to suspect that living 
among the Sangre de Cristo mountains makes 
them feel a little bit more at home.

Speaking of international students, one other 
trait both campuses share is the wonderful ex-
pansion of class discussion they bring “to the 
table.” Before these students arrived, seminars 
could count on a stratum of shared experiences 
as a starting point. But now, with students from 
former Eastern Bloc nations like Bulgaria and the 
Czech Republic, from Kenya, Nigeria, and Zim-
babwe, or from India, Nepal, China, Vietnam, 
South Korea, Sri Lanka, and Singapore, fresh-

man seminars have to find even more fundamen-
tal shared experiences from which to start. In 
other words, much more of our shared humanity 
can be brought into view in our conversations.

Moreover, it certainly does not hurt to have 
students in a language tutorial who have already 
had to learn to speak English, or who perhaps 
already know how to read Sanskrit, to bring a 
new sense of courage and adventure to the task 
of learning ancient Greek.

In the face of widespread fears of a decline of 
liberal arts education in this country, we find that 
their relevance and importance has only been 
enlivened by sharing these arts with our inter-
national students. Any provincial notion of the 
liberal arts as being somehow “western” is hardly 
credible after working with students from the 
other side of the world, and the depth of our own 
commitment is enhanced by the experience. 

With the influx of international students, “freshman 
seminars have to find even more fundamental shared 
experiences from which to start.”

t u t o r  v i e w
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OPPOSITE: Don Quixote  
and Sancho Panza, 1935,  
by Ferdinand Desnos. 

ABOVE: Early construction 
included Peterson Student Center, 
Evans Science Lab, Santa Fe 
Hall, and the upper dormitories.

1 9 6 4  —  2 0 1 4

A Triumph  
of Will.  
A Fellowship 
of Learning. 
A Quixotic 
Journey. 

Santa Fe at 50
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In Part II of Cervantes’ delightful novel, 
the characters Don Quixote and Sancho discuss the 
choices made by the author of their story in Part 
I. The Santa Fe campus’s oral history project has 
likewise gone forward without the conventional 
boundary between author and character, for the 
story continues, and the main characters continue 
to reflect on how best to tell it. At St. John’s, we 
treasure each voice, and each adds something to 
the story. A seminar conversation and the people 
who participate in it are one. When I began the 
oral history interviews in the spring of 2013, my 
goal was to create a venue for our community to 
listen to the voices of those who remembered the 
founding and seminal moments of the Santa Fe 
campus, and to build appreciation for the different 
perspectives and tales that make up our story.

My contribution to the project consists of more 

than 25 hours of recorded interviews with all liv-
ing former officers of the Santa Fe campus, many 
tutors from the earliest years, illustrious friends 
of the college, board members, and current offi-
cers. Santa Fe Library Director Jennifer Sprague 
(SFGI04, EC09) has taken up the project now; she 
is conducting alumni interviews and working with 
the librarians and Melissa Stevens, art director/
senior graphic designer, to build an archive for the 
history displays. In addition to the voices on tape, 
Brian Connolly (SFGI10, EC11) assistant director, 
Advancement Services, is preparing transcripts 
of the interviews. Sarah Palacios, director of the 
Alumni Office, has created a venue for alumni to 
submit written contributions.

What have we learned? The opening of the Santa 
Fe campus of St. John’s College in September 1964 
was simultaneously a triumph of one man’s will, a 

Santa Fe, New Mexico, was chosen 
from 40 possible sites as the loca-
tion for the new campus. In reach-
ing this decision, the Board and 
the Faculty were impressed by the 
need for a good liberal arts college 
in the Southwest, independent of 
the government or the church. They 
were encouraged by a group of 
Santa Feans who were deeply inter-
ested in establishing such a college 
in their city. The cultural orientation 
of Santa Fe, with its museums, its 
nationally famous summer opera, 
and its colony of artists and writers, 
was a strong attraction. Proximity 
to the Los Alamos Scientific Labo-
ratory, with its superb library and 

wealth of scientific talent, promised 
helpful cooperation from both 
Laboratory officials and individual 
scientists. The 7,000 foot elevation 
of the city of Santa Fe offered a 
fine year-round climate.

The campus, donated by residents 
of Santa Fe, consists of 260 acres 
of rolling land in the southeast 
corner of the city…A compre-
hensive master plan has been 
designed for a complete campus 
for 300-350 students. On April 
22, 1963, ground was broken for 
the first buildings. Since only a 
freshman class will enter when the 
campus opens in September 1964, 

1 9 6 4  —  2 0 1 4

St. John’s  
Moves West
In a bold step in 1961, the 
Board of Visitors and Gover-
nors of the College voted to 
establish a second campus in 
the western half of the United 
States. The new campus was 
to be a duplicate of that in An-
napolis in facilities, curriculum, 
and enrollment: by this unique 
plan of colonization St. John’s 
answered the need for expan-
sion while retaining the funda-
mental educational precepts 
to which it was committed. 
The College thus embarked on 
a plan of growth never before 
attempted in this country.

Authors  
of Our Own 
Story
The Santa Fe  
Oral History 
Project

12 
Original Tutors

$2,750 
Cost of Tuition, Room,  
and Board

260 
Acres

42 
Readings from Great Books  
for Incoming Freshmen 
– SF Founding Program Readings

81 
Students in the  
First Freshman Class“ Dick Weigle always 

wanted the Annapolis 
faculty to add to the 
reading list Eastern 
classics. He was just 
passionately interested 
in that.” 
— Tom Slakey, retired tutor

“ I was interested in the 
cultural approach that St. 
John’s offered … I thought 
it was good for the com-
munity because it was a 
prestigious college … ” 
— Bud Kelly

by Claudia Hauer
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construction has been planned in 
several phases to keep pace with 
the growing student body. The first 
phase provides the classroom and 
laboratory buildings, the student 
center, and dormitories for 106 
students. Basically the facilities in 
Santa Fe will parallel those on the 
Annapolis campus, but will have 
the advantage of being designed 
as an integrated, functional whole.

The two campuses will be an 
interesting study in similarities and 
contrasts. Whereas the older build-
ings in Annapolis are reminders 
of the English colonial heritage of 
Maryland’s capital city, those of the 
western St. John’s will reflect the 
Spanish-Indian origins of the New 
Mexican capital. The new buildings 
have been designed in a modified 
“Territorial,” a regional style easily 

adapted for contemporary use. 
Their flat-roofed masses will recall 
their aboriginal American origin; 
the balconies, portales and patios 
hearken back to Spain; and the 
stuccoed walls and brick cornices 
recall the period when New Mexico 
was a territory rather than a state.

—Bulletin of St. John’s College, 
June 1963 – May 1964

fellowship of new learning, and the start of a quix-
otic journey of self-definition for an institution that 
was not new in conception, but new to the world.

The one man was Richard (“Dick”) Weigle. 
Founding tutor Tom Slakey recalls Weigle’s role in 
bringing the new campus into being: “[Dick Wei-
gle] originated it and he was its principal promoter 
from the very beginning. He was passionate about 
liberal education in the St. John’s way, and he just 
thought it should be offered to more people. And 
when we [in Annapolis] couldn’t accommodate as 
many students as wanted to come, he wanted to 
come out and start this new college. In fact, his 
ambition extended further. His idea was actually to 
have a string of six of these small colleges.”

The setting in the foothills on the east side 
of Santa Fe was chosen as the site for the second 
campus due in part to Robert McKinney, owner of 

the Santa Fe New Mexican. He diverted the initial 
search party, composed of Weigle, board member 
Charles (“Chuck”) Nelson (Class of 1945), and 
others, from their visit to view land in California, 
and introduced the group to John Gaw Meem, a 
notable Santa Fe architect and landowner. Meem 
and other local entrepreneurs were eager to bring 
a college to Santa Fe, having unsuccessfully at-
tempted to get a small Presbyterian college to open 
a campus there.

Meem drove the group in his jeep to a ridge 
along the foothills. “Dr. Weigle,” he asked, “if you 
had a college here, about how much land would 
you need?”

Weigle did a quick calculation. He thought An-
napolis had 35 acres. “So I doubled it,” he told tu-
tor emeritus Elliott Skinner later. “Seventy acres,” 
he told Meem.

s a n t a  f e  a t  5 0

below: The first commencement  
on June 2, 1968 had to be moved  
indoors due to rain.

“ The transfer of the soul 
of the college was very 
successful, partly be-
cause there were good 
tutors who were quite 
willing to move to Santa 
Fe and to take on re-
sponsibility for training 
new people who would 
need to get inducted 
into the spirit and the 
academic aspects of the 
college that are most 
important.” 
—Charles Nelson,  
Class of 1945, visitor emeritus
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“You see that tree over there?” Meem asked, 
and pointed up to the north.

Weigle was looking around down at his feet, and 
Meem said, “No, over there, over on that ridge. If 
you’d be interested in coming out here, I’d be in-
terested in giving you this little piece of land here.” 
It turned out to be about 200 acres.

Meem and his fellow townies who supported 
the new college took a crash course in the great 
books concept. “We all got indoctrinated into 
the concept of the great books,” recalls Daniel 
T. (“Bud”) Kelly, reminiscing on the orienta-
tion seminars. “I was frustrated by the seminar,” 
he says. “I was in the army, where you study the 
problem and come up with a solution. At St. 
John’s, you never get a solution.”

Chuck Nelson recalls an early crisis precipitated 
by Weigle’s borrowing from the Annapolis endow-

ment to fund the building project. This loan tem-
porarily severed the college’s relationship with 
benefactor Paul Mellon and his Old Dominion 
Foundation. In his book, Reflections in a Silver 
Spoon (William Morrow, 1992), Paul Mellon wrote: 
“In 1963, Dick, finding the Santa Fe campus des-
perately short of money, ‘lent it’ $2 million from 
the Annapolis endowment, contrary to his under-
standing with the [Old Dominion] foundation. As 
a result, the foundation temporarily suspended 
matching gifts for endowment to Annapolis . . . . I 
had a very high regard for Dick, and for all that he 
had done, so I personally made a gift to the Santa 
Fe undertaking in 1970.”

The coming-into-being of the new campus pre-
sented new adventures, not just of mind, but of 
body as well. George Bingham (SF68) recalls visit-
ing his parents (Clarence Cramer, the first dean, 

Eastern perspectives. The tall, 
stuccoed building is nearly two 
and three-fourths floors bottom 
to top, yet it is impressive without 
being imposing. Inside, plastered 
walls soar to meet wood-slat ceil-
ings that simultaneously suggest 
traditional vigas and the simplic-
ity of Japanese styling. An open 
and inviting quality—evident with 
the benches, sofas, and chairs 
on landings, in the graduate com-
mons room, and in offices—wel-
comes students and faculty alike.”

Completed in 2008, the Winiarski 
Student Center was principally 
funded through a gift from alumni 

Warren and Barabara Winiarski. 
The Winiarskis said their gift was 
prompted by an enduring love for 
the St. John’s Program, a desire 
to support the community of 
learning and a special interest in 
enhancing the campus their two 
daughters (Kasia, SF83, and Julia, 
SF92) attended.

The 26,000 square-foot Student 
Activities Center is home to an array 
of personal fitness equipment and 
athletic facilities including a full-
size gymnasium, weight room, two 
racquetball/squash courts, as well 
as shower and locker rooms. In ad-
dition, three tennis courts, a soccer 

1 9 6 4  —  2 0 1 4

The Campus 
Expands
Asserting a modern interpreta-
tion of the Territorial style pop-
ularized by John Gaw Meem, 
one of New Mexico’s most in-
fluential architects, Levan Hall 
suggests a kinship with the 
architectural features of the 
college’s other building and 
dormitories and offers a fresh 
outlook for the campus… Just 
as the graduate programs in 
Santa Fe span the classics of 
Western and Eastern civiliza-
tions, Levan Hall synthesizes 
Western or perhaps more 
accurately, Southwestern and 

45 
Students housed in  
Winiarski Student Center

700 lbs. 
Weight of the bell in Weigle Hall

25,780 
Square footage of Meem Library

above: The installation of the finial  
on top of Weigle Hall.

left: The construction 
of Weigle Hall.

“ Now with the addition 
of a central library to 
our campus, we have a 
fitting and appropriate 
place to house the 
books that are at the 
heart of the St. John’s 
educational mission.”  
— John Agresto,  
former President
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field, a 1/8th-mile track, and a nine-
hole disc golf course are located 
next to the Student Activities Center.

The library, which opened in 
November 1990, is named after 
Faith and John Meem, generous 
benefactors to the Santa Fe cam-
pus. About 250 volunteers moved 
more than 50,000 books into 
Meem Library in six hours using 
book bags, carts, and trucks.

and his wife) over Labor Day weekend, 1964: “I was, 
frankly, skeptical about the prospect of opening for 
classes two weeks later. You could pretty much pre-
dict a three o’clock rain in the month of August and 
there was a lot of plywood . . . . Moving around on 
the campus required a certain agility at that time.”

Although the new campus initially imported its 
program of instruction from Annapolis, faculty 
and officers began to make changes consistent with 
their own spirit and the unique character of the 
new institution. Tutor emeritus Roger Peterson re-
called the passionate devotion that the new faculty 
had “to inquiry as opposed to knowledge. The im-
portant thing is to ask questions and delve strongly 
into them—it’s the delving that counts.” Peterson 
led a group of faculty who changed the sophomore 
year of laboratory to “a completely new evolution-
oriented sequence.” Tutors Ray Davis, Don Cook, 

and Elliott Skinner all recalled the faculty’s delight 
in this new laboratory. As music grew from an 
add-on into a full-time course, the laboratory was 
eventually edged out; its curriculum was divided 
between the freshman and senior years.

Tom Slakey recalls that the mathematics tutorial 
also changed, as an early group of tutors “didn’t like 
that we were using an ordinary textbook for calcu-
lus. They wanted to do calculus from original texts.”

Much like the early settlers of the Southwest, 
the new campus acquired its own character from 
the challenges it faced, and the open landscape 
that housed it. John Agresto (President 1989-1999) 
recalls a line from John Adams’s letters: “Once a 
great idea is started, nobody, not even the smartest 
person, knows where that idea will lead.”

The Graduate Institute was founded as a sum-
mer program for inner city schoolteachers in Santa 

s a n t a  f e  a t  5 0

“ It [Winiarski Student 
Center] qualifies as a 
LEED Silver building 
— Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental 
Design, a national 
standard. The complex 
currently uses energy 
gathered from photo-
voltaics on the roof of a 
neighboring dorm, and 
has new and efficient 
boilers and passive 
solar windows, which 
means it will receive a 
lot of natural light.”  
— Mary-Charlotte Domandi 
(SFGI91)

above: The Faith and 
John Gaw Meem Library  
left: Library 
groundbreaking
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Fe in 1967 (and followed in Annapolis in 1977). 
Dean and tutor Jim Carey added the Eastern Clas-
sics program, which officially joined the Graduate 
Institute in Santa Fe in 1994. Agresto began the 
now widely popular Summer Classics program in 
1991 as a single seminar on Thucydides, led by him 
and tutor David Bolotin.

Agresto recalls some of the vision and force 
of will that went into bringing about these new 
programs. “We were being interviewed for The 
Chronicle of Higher Education, Jim Carey and I, 
and the woman who was interviewing us said, ‘You 
have all these people who think what you’re doing 
is wrong, who are opposed to what you’re doing,’” 
meaning here at the college, in terms of the East-
ern Classics program. ‘Have you ever learned any-
thing from your enemies?’

Jim Carey looked at her and said, “Nope, not one 
d—n thing.”

She said, “Can I write that down?”
He said, “It’s true.”
At the opening of Part II of Cervantes’ visionary 

novel, Don Quixote anxiously awaits news about 
how he himself had been put into a book. The oral 
history project has a similar aspect—with so many 
memories and tales collected, there are many ways 
to tell our story. As we go forward, we can take a 
lesson from Cervantes’ creativity in breaking down 
the boundaries between author and character.

Quixote’s transition from his naiveté to his self-
referential and self-conscious anxiety creates an 
analogy for the Santa Fe campus’s progress, from its 
ardent youth to the more mature institution of to-
day, which must reflect not just on its own modern  

Faculty study groups have been a 
part of sustaining the intellectual 
life of St. Johns tutors since the 
New Program was established in 
1937. Groups of 4-12 tutors meet 
under a variety of circumstances, 
reading and working through a 
variety of texts, both Program and 
non-Program. This kind of study 
is important to tutors: it enables 
them to think in-depth about a 
certain subject or book, when 
their normal teaching schedule 
calls them to cover material more 
quickly; it helps them consider 
proposed changes to the Program; 
and it helps them prepare to teach 
in areas of curriculum where they 
may not have much experience.

1 9 6 4  —  2 0 1 4

Faculty—
Stewards of  
the Program
In addition to acquiring com-
petence across the program, 
tutors are responsible for 
deepening their understanding 
of its various parts; they are 
responsible for increasing their 
understanding of the funda-
mental questions raised by the 
books; they are responsible 
for leading classes not from a 
position of expertise, but from 
a position of active inquiry 
through spontaneous collabo-
ration centered on the books 
and on where the class is with 
respect to the books. For all of 
these responsibilities, there is, 
to be sure, a private compo-
nent. All of us must spend a 
good deal of time learning 
new and difficult things in 
the privacy of our offices or 
studies. But all of our learning 
and preparation culminates in 
shared activities: classes with 
our colleagues, study groups, 
and lectures followed promptly 
by a question period.

3 
Classes taught by full-time faculty

7 years 
of full-time teaching required  
to earn tenure

53 
Tenured faculty

3 years 
of service for the Assistant Dean,  
who is chosen from among the 
tenured faculty

1:8 
Faculty to student ratio

5 years 
of service for each Dean,  
who is chosen from among  
the tenured faculty

“ I used to drive my profes-
sors in graduate school 
nuts because I’d go take 
these courses in math-
ematics and whatever 
interested me, and my 
research would be kind 
of secondary. I didn’t fit 
in too well in graduate 
school, but I fit in very 
well at St. John’s.” 
— Don Cook, founding tutor  
at the Santa Fe campus

148152_front.indd   26 2/10/15   7:29 PM



The College | st. john’s college  | winter 2015  | 27

identity relative to its past, but about a broader con-
text of decline in liberal arts enrollment across the 
United States. As Santa Fe President Mike Peters 
said with respect to the 50th anniversary: “It’s re-
ally important that we recognize the pioneers that 
brought the college here, and we celebrate what the 
college has accomplished. But it’s also important to 
commit ourselves to its being around for another 
fifty years, and do everything we can—as individuals 
and as a group—to makes sure that it not only sur-
vives but that it thrives in the future.”

In this spirit, we hope you enjoy the oral history 
project, for it is simultaneously a rich and wonderful 
story, and also an opportunity to reflect and dedicate 
ourselves anew as the characters who will usher St. 
John’s College Santa Fe into its second 50 years.  

Claudia Hauer is a tutor in Santa Fe.

s a n t a  f e  a t  5 0

below: SuSu Knight, the first 
tenured female tutor.

“ The kinds of things our 
students study provide 
them the opportunity 
not only to be well edu-
cated and make a life for 
themselves, but also to 
be great citizens because 
they’ve grappled with 
the challenges that have 
faced mankind since the 
beginning of recorded 
time, and they’ve been 
exposed to the ideas 
and documents that 
underpin the American 
democratic republic.” 
— Michael Peters, president, 
Santa Fe

“ We, the tutors, are not 
content with imparting 
bare skills and empty 
generalizations, not 
sastified with convey-
ing the results of our 
own or others’ think-
ing without requiring 
that you develop your 
own capacities for such 
thoughtfulness.” 
— David Levine, tutor

“ In my first freshman 
seminar, my co-tutor was 
Sam Brown. He was a 
musician who’d gone to 
Black Mountain College. 
In seminar he’d be really 
low-key; the discussion 
would be going on, and 
[after a while] he would 
ask [students to repeat 
what they’d said earlier], 
and then it was like all 
of a sudden everything 

would come together 
with a great sense of 
excitement. Eventually 
I realized he was like a 
conductor. But it was 
so subtle that nobody, 
I think, realized it was 
going on. We thought 
we were just doing it 
ourselves. That was a 
great lesson in teaching. 
— Elliot Skinner, founding  
tutor at the Santa Fe campus

David Levine, tutor

Michael Peters, president,  
Santa Fe

148152_front.indd   27 2/6/15   11:02 PM



28 |  The College | st. john’s college  | winter 2015

148152_front.indd   28 2/6/15   11:02 PM



The College | st. john’s college  | winter 2015  | 29

S H A P I N G  T H E 

FUTURE

Toppo’s fascinating account of the evolution of gam-
ing in education and the visionaries who develop these 
new technologies will be published by Palgrave Mac-
millan in April. His research reveals that games make 
school more rigorous and interesting by giving kids 
engaging systems for learning new material. Gaming 
technology has come a long way since elementary 
students in the ’80s played “The Oregon Trail” on 
bulky PCs. The Game Believes in You features innova-
tors who are creating a video game version of “Walden 

Pond,” an app called “Stride and Prejudice” that 
features a pixilated Elizabeth Bennet jumping over the 
entire 121,873 words of unabridged Austen text, and 
an original opera staged entirely in the online game 
“Minecraft,” among many other futuristic products.

“The idea is, let’s make school harder and more 
fun,” Toppo explains.

Toppo grew up in Port Chester, New York. “I had 
a preoccupation with books and reading, though I 
wouldn’t say I was well-read,” he says. He applied to 

Gaming in the Classroom
Greg Toppo (sf85) Engages  
Students through Technology 
by Paula Novash

Greek philosopher Heraclitus is often quoted as saying, “Change is the 
only constant in life.” These three Johnnies are proponents of change – 
impacting contemporary society as well as the next generation of learners – 
by illuminating the evolution of gaming technology in education, exploring 
the great books and their timeless questions of human existence, and  
helping federal agencies to link health research and policy to practice.

I
n the introduction to Greg Toppo’s (SF85), forthcoming book, The Game Believes in You:  
How Digital Play Can Make Our Kids Smarter, there is a line that might cause the reader to  
think about what has been considered “new technology” through the ages (especially if you’re  
a Johnnie). Toppo, the national education reporter for USA Today, writes: “Asking if schools  
can accommodate games, according to University of Wisconsin scholar Kurt Squire, is like  
asking 500 years ago if universities could accommodate books.”

t h r e e  j o h n n i e s  t o d a y
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St. John’s after seeing a flyer in his English 
class that referred to Plato and similar 
luminaries as returning professors. “It 
also inspired a lot of my contemporaries to 
attend,” he says.

Because he had never been west of 
Philadelphia, Toppo decided to study in 
Santa Fe after his freshman year. “I spent 
a lot of time reading in the French pastry 
shop off the Plaza,” he recalls. He also met 
Julie Neidorf (SF85), his wife and fellow 
Johnnie, the daughter of Robert Neidorf 
(H83), longtime dean of the Santa Fe cam-
pus. The two began dating four years after 
graduation, having become friends during 
a teaching internship.

Toppo taught for eight years in both 
public and private schools before pursu-

ing a writing career. He began freelancing 
for the Santa Fe daily, The New Mexican, 
and was hired in 1995. His story about a 
“resplendent day” at the paper highlights 
the differences between news reporting 
then and now.

“We had an ongoing rivalry with the 
other paper in Santa Fe, the Albuquerque 
Journal North,” he recalls. “There was a 
new injunction forbidding skateboarding 
on the Plaza, near where our offices were 
located, and one day some police offi-
cers arrested a kid on a skateboard. The 
crowd got a little rowdy and an almost-riot 
on the Plaza broke out. Our newsroom 
emptied out to cover it! The other paper 
never heard a thing about it so it was a big 
scoop—our front-page story the next day.”

“Now,” he continues, “Kids and 
onlookers would be tweeting and texting, 
and so would the paper.”

As an early adopter of Twitter – he has 
almost 19,000 followers – Toppo sees 

mostly positives in using social media. “I 
think it’s great to have many platforms 
to put more news out there,” he says. 
“Twitter has been really helpful for find-
ing sources who are willing to talk to me, 
especially kids. I’ve done entire interviews 
with kids via text messaging.”

It was in Santa Fe that Toppo began do-
ing more reporting on educational topics. 
“When our official education reporter 
was busy, people would say, ‘Hey, didn’t 
Greg teach?’” Toppo recalls. Toppo and 
his family, which includes two daughters, 
moved back east in 1998 when he took a 
job with The Associated Press, working in 
the Baltimore and Washington, D.C. bu-
reaus before joining USA Today in 2002.

Toppo began researching The Game 
Believes in You during a 2010 Spencer 
Fellowship at the Columbia University 
Graduate School of Journalism. The title 
refers to experts’ findings that for many 
students, games provide a reassuring en-
vironment with opportunities to learn at 
their own pace, take risks, and try again.

“A game is a designed system,” Toppo 
explains. “School is a designed system too, 
just not as well designed as it once was.”

Just as some people used to be suspi-
cious of the corrupting effects of books, 
today there is a lively debate about the role 
of technology in education. Toppo can 
appreciate opposing views, but from his 
research, he says, games in the classroom 
are here to stay.

“Ten years ago, teachers who were us-
ing games were outliers,” he points out. 
“Now teachers who don’t use games are 
the outliers.”

“For many kids, especially those who 
don’t fit the profile of that student in a per-
fect middle, school may be just awful—bor-
ing and disheartening,” Toppo continues. 
“So shouldn’t we be looking at what kids 
are paying attention to and what’s working 
for them, and go down that path?” 

“ Ten years ago, teachers who 
were using games were outliers. 
Now teachers who don’t use 
games are the outliers.”

t h r e e  j o h n n i e s  t o d a y

J
ames Myers (SF09) calls 
several places “home.” A 
native of Charlotte, North 
Carolina, Myers attended 
Woodberry Forest School,  
a private boarding school  

 in Madison County, 
Virginia. After two years at St. 
John’s in Annapolis, he packed up 
his road-worn 1999 Ford Expedition 
and drove west to Santa Fe, where he 
graduated in 2009. Five years later, 
Myers has a new home at Chandler 
Preparatory Academy in Chandler, 
Arizona, a member of the Great 
Hearts Academy network of schools 
in the Phoenix metropolitan area.

At Chandler Prep, where Myers is 
considered a “master teacher of classical 
languages,” he instructs middle and 
high school Greek and Latin, as well 
as Humane Letters—seminars on great 
works of Western civilization, similar to 
the St. John’s Program. “I really want to 
teach 10th grade Humane Letters next 
year,” he says. “Then I’ll be able to say 
that I have taught all the seminars on the 
school’s curriculum before I’m thirty.” 

Myers has a natural aptitude for 
teaching, though he admits that he fell 
into his profession largely by chance. 
“I had no idea what I wanted to do,” he 

Naturally 
Gifted
James Myers 
(sf09) Gets Paid 
to Learn Latin
by Gregory Shook
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says. “I got really lucky.” On the precipice 
of graduation, he met a recruiter from 
Great Hearts; he flew to Phoenix for a 
round of interviews and soon fielded offers 
from two different schools. Self-confi-
dence plays an important role in Myers’ 
accomplishments as a teacher. “I learned 
Latin in order to pretend that I could teach 
it,” explains Myers, who says that his first 
day at the head of the classroom “felt like 
something that I was destined to do.” 

As a student, Myers did not enjoy read-
ing until he came to St. John’s, where 
discussing books and ideas in seminar 
brought the pages to life. “I still don’t 
read much unless I’m going to talk about 
a book,” says Myers, who has led seminars 
this year on Augustine’s Confessions, 
Dante’s Inferno, and Aquinas’ Treatise on 
Law, among others. In seminar, Myers 
says he is playfully serious with his own in-
quiry into the text. In his language classes, 
his secret to success is simple: keep the 
pace moving. “You cannot just sit silently 

in a class waiting for a student to figure 
out an answer to a question,” he says. “If 
they don’t know it, you move on quickly.” 
Above all, though, Myers wants his stu-
dents to be fearless of making mistakes for 
the sake of learning. 

Myers was first bitten by the Latin bug 
after his sophomore Greek language 
tutorial at St. John’s. During the summer 
before his junior year, when most of his 
classmates took a reprieve from the rigors 
of academic life, Myers enrolled in an 
intensive Latin course at the University 
of South Carolina. The experience both 
deepened his love of classical languages 
and set the stage for his future. “My first 
year [at Chandler Prep], I taught intro 
to Latin to sixth graders,” says Myers. “I 
was successful with teaching as well as 
classroom management, so the school 
asked me to teach Latin 3 the next year to 
freshmen.” Once again, Myers dedicated 
his summer to honing his Latin language 
skills, which he continues to enhance on 

the job. “At the end of my second year I 
could read Virgil pretty well,” he says. 
“I feel like I have literally gotten paid to 
learn Latin.”

Having planted roots more than 2,000 
miles from his hometown, Myers has cre-
ated a good life, blanketed by big sky and 
bold sunsets—his favorite attributes of the 
Southwest. An avid hiker and Ultimate 
Frisbee player, Myers takes full advantage 
of his rugged environs, which have slowly 
but steadily transformed him. “I have 
opened up a little bit [as a person],” he 
says. “But that could just be me growing 
up and being comfortable with myself.” 

“ I had no idea what I wanted 
to do. I got really lucky.”

James Myers (SF09), right,  and his 
fellow teachers celebrate his student’s 
senior thesis defense.
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“The average time it takes for research to 
enter day-to-day practice and even become 
policy is 17 years,” says Vorkoper. “Some-
times, like with lead poisoning, this is due 
to industry resistance, and sometimes, it’s 
a matter of establishing effective commu-
nication between relevant parties.”

In 2012, while earning master’s degrees 
in public policy and social work from 
Washington University in St. Louis, 
Vorkoper traveled to Haiti with the non-
profit organization Meds & Food for Kids 
and wrote a $1 million grant for funding 
from the usda to develop a new Ready-to-
Use Supplemental Food for school chil-
dren, similar to nutrient-fortified peanut 
butter. Today, one of her biggest projects 
is with the President’s Emergency Plan for 
aids Relief (pepfar). 

Working with federal agencies, includ-
ing the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, the State Department, and 
the U.S. Agency for International Devel-
opment, as well as researchers in the field, 

Vorkoper assesses how best to leverage 
pepfar’s hiv/aids platforms to diagnose, 
treat, and care for non-communicable 
diseases, such as hypertension, diabetes, 
and cervical cancer. 

“A lot of what I do is partnership- and 
coalition-building between people who are 
working in the same area but may not be 
talking to each other,” she says. “Every-
thing I do is about breaking down silos, so 
I do almost nothing alone.” At particularly 
difficult meetings, she wonders if it would 
be appropriate to hand out Stringfellow 
Barr’s “Notes on Dialogue.” “I use what 
we learned [in seminar] every day,” she 
says. “It’s important to know how to lead 
and guide a discussion, to make sure 
everyone is on the same track and headed 
in the same direction.” 

Vorkoper secured her current position 
thanks to a Presidential Management 
Fellowship, a two-year program open to 
people who have recently earned advanced 
degrees and are interested in govern-
ment work. She spent six months at the 
Fogarty International Center during the 
fellowship and has been on staff since 

July 2014. Before graduate school, she 
spent two years in the Peace Corps with 
her husband, Stephen Vorkoper (SF04), 
stationed in Cameroon, which was where 
she developed an interest in nutrition and 
public health. Before that, she worked 
with AmeriCorps Vista, running a youth 
literacy program in Salt Lake City, Utah. 
She plans to stay at the Fogarty Interna-
tional Center for some time, but predicts 
that in the future she will continue to 
link research and policy to practice. In 
addition, she plans to increase the rigor of 
program assessments so that the aid they 
offer provides maximum benefit. 

“We talked a lot about what it means to 
be a good citizen at St. John’s, and I really 
took that to heart,” she says. “It took me 
a while to figure out what I wanted to do. I 
kept asking myself where the intersection 
was of something I’m good at, something 
I’m passionate about, and something 
that’s needed. It goes back to the Agora. 
How are you a participant? How are you 
involved in the dialogue? I realized that 
this is how I wanted to be a citizen.” 

t h r e e  j o h n n i e s  t o d a y

A
s a global health researcher and policy analyst for the Fogarty 
International Center at the National Institutes of Health 
in Bethesda, Maryland, Susan Vorkoper (SF04) attempts 
to speed up the time between when something is proven 
with research and when it becomes public policy—when the 
people on the ground can incorporate it into programs. Lead 

poisoning, for example, has devastating neurological effects that can lead to 
comas, convulsions, and even death, especially among children. Starting as 
early as 1904, researchers and physicians identified the link between lead-based 
paints and lead poisoning in children. However, despite continued research and 
mounting evidence, it was not until 1978 that the EPA banned the manufacture 
and use of lead-based paint.

Breaking Down Silos
Susan Vorkoper (sf04)  
Helps Research Become Policy
By Jennifer Levin

“ It’s important to know 
how to lead and guide a 
discussion, to make sure 
everyone is on the same 
track and headed in the 
same direction.”

Right: Susan Vorkoper (SF04) at NIH
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For many, music is a pleasant di-
version, an ornament to living. 
For scientists, whose work does 
not depend on feelings, music 
can be an important emotional 
outlet, though often considered 
inherently derivative because 
it seems disconnected from 
scientific discovery. Peter Pesic, 
tutor emeritus and musician-
in-residence at the Santa Fe 
campus, resisted this train of 
thought for many years. Though 
playing the piano was an es-

sential part of his life even as he completed his 
doctorate in physics, he gradually realized that 
sometimes music has preceded and influenced 
discovery in science and mathematics.

He began to notice evidence supporting this 
view about 15 years ago through his teaching 
at St. John’s. He came to think that what he 
had found might change our understanding of 
the connections between music, the natural 
sciences, and math. He compiled his examples, 
researched to fill in gaps in his knowledge. His 
fourth book, Music and the Making of Modern 
Science (MIT Press, 2014), is a challenging 
scholarly work with multimedia components 
that Pesic hopes will find an audience curious 
about the place where science and art meet. Ac-
cording to Pesic, music, entwined at its essence 
with numbers, is that place.

Max Planck, the theoretical physicist known 
for discovering quantum theory, was a commit-
ted musician who worked with a new harmo-
nium that could divide the octave into 104 
steps. Interested in this harmonium’s tuning 
possibilities and its relation to how people sang, 
he began making experiments with choruses. 
“These experiments have a very interest-
ing connection to what he went on to do in 
quantum theory, which one might describe as 
a new way of tuning the world,” says Pesic. His 
book features other scientists and mathemati-
cians with musical research interests, including 
Kepler, Newton, Euler, Young, Helmholtz, and 
Riemann.

In his book, Pesic explains that 18th-century 
experiments with electricity and magnetism 
were influenced by experiments with sound and 
pitch. “When you take a metal plate, sprinkle 
sand on it, and stroke it with a violin bow, you 
see amazing patterns,” he says. “Oersted, 
Wheatstone, and Faraday began studying how 
those sound patterns might be connected to 
similar patterns generated by electricity or 
magnetism. These developments in the idea 
that you could see sound helped people under-
stand how electricity and magnetism interact 
with each other.”

Pesic’s book may also be downloaded as an 
iBook with sound examples at http://mitpress.
mit.edu/books/music-and-making-modern-
science. Activated by touching the iPad screen, 
the sound examples span the fundamental ele-
ments of musical sound, Kepler’s music of the 
spheres, and what Pythagoras may have heard 
in a blacksmith’s shop. Pesic plays and sings 
many of the examples; more than 50 recordings 
and animations also include Gregorian chants, 
choral music, and recreations of Planck’s 
experiments with choruses. The book has “dif-
ferent levels of depth,” says Pesic. Readers who 
“just want to know the argument can read for 
that. Or they can go into the musical examples. 
There are many paths of access.”

Thanks to support from the Guggenheim 
Foundation, he hopes this book will begin a 
new phase in his work, including more books 
about music.

“Science tends to be dispassionate,” says 
Pesic, who has played numerous piano recitals 
in Santa Fe and elsewhere in the United States 
and Europe. “I can’t decide to make a scientific 
discovery just because I feel a certain way, in 
the way you can paint and express a feeling. But 
music is the hinge between what is felt and what 
is thought; it connects both worlds. A sound is 
both a physical sensation and something that 
has a mental identity. Music combines feeling 
and order, joined mentally but also with a physi-
cal thrill.”
—Jennifer Levin

“Music is the 
hinge between 
what is felt and 
what is thought; 
it connects both 
worlds.”
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Peter Pesic:
Seeing and Touching Sound 
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The Amado Women
By Désirée Zamorano (SF83)
Cinco Punto Press, 2014

In her latest novel, The Amado Women—set 
primarily in Los Angeles—Désirée Zamorano 
(SF83) aims to debunk popular stereotypes of 
Latinas and the Latina experience. She eschews 
cardboard constructs such as fiery temptresses 
and victimized immigrants to tell the story of a 
middle-class mother and her three wildly diver-
gent daughters: a teacher, a financial advisor, 
and an artist. The women are bound together 
by family, but grapple with personal struggles, 

triumphs, and secrets as they strive for upward 
mobility and a piece of the American Dream. 
Zamorano, director of Occidental College’s 
Community Learning Center in Los Angeles, 
California, is committed to raising awareness 
of Latinas in the fictional worlds found in main-
stream books, films, and television. She is a 
Pushcart Prize nominee and an award-winning 
short story author whose previous novels, Mod-
ern Cons (Lucky Bat Books, 2013) and Human 
Cargo (Lucky Bat Books, 2011), as well as her 
numerous short stories, explore contemporary 
issues of injustice, inequity, and the invisibility 
of Latinas.

The Moral Challenge of Dangerous 
Climate Change: Values, Poverty, 
and Policy
By Darrel Moellendorf (A83)
Cambridge University Press, 2014

“Our world is beset with several pressing prob-
lems, including war, intolerance, poverty, and 
climate change,” writes Darrel Moellendorf 
(A83) in the introduction of his new book, The 
Moral Challenge of Dangerous Climate Change 
(Cambridge University Press, 2014).

With a growing concern that Frankenstorms 
such as Hurricane Sandy and typhoon Haiyan 
may be the new normal, he illuminates the im-
portance of our initiatives to exit the fossil-fuel 

regime; he advances the literature on climate 
change by bringing a unique philosophical 
perspective to the issue. Moellendorf, profes-
sor at Goethe University Frankfurt/Main, is an 
internationally known political philosopher 
with an interest in questions of global justice. 
He argues that climate change policy is a public 
problem to which normative philosophy can of-
fer a solution. In his book, he combines discus-
sions of poverty and justice with exploration of 
the importance of biodiversity preservation and 
the aesthetics of nature. For Moellendorf, the 
debate about international climate negotiations 
is not only about climate change but also a just 
framework for energy consumption, the key, he 
says, to wiping out poverty. 
—Cem Turkoz (A15)

Essential Vulnerabilities: Plato and 
Levinas on Relations to the Other
By Deborah Achtenberg (A73)
Northwestern University Press, 2014

What meaning does the presence of the other 
hold for us? Is the presence of the self funda-
mentally in relation to the other? Deborah 
Achtenberg (A73), a philosophy professor 
at the University of Nevada, Reno, explores 
these questions in her new book, Essential 
Vulnerabilities (Northwestern University Press, 
2014). Modern philosopher Emmanuel Levi-
nas confronted these questions. Achtenberg 
argues that Plato, like Levinas, is a philosopher 
of the other, but the two philosophers conceive 

human vulnerability and responsiveness dif-
ferently. In her book, she carefully delineates 
these and other similarities and differences 
between Plato’s and Levinas’s philosophies, 
aiming to “resituate Levinas’s work, in order to 
grasp what is most unique about Levinas.” By 
pairing Plato and Levinas, the book sheds light 
on how we consider questions such as “What is 
knowledge?” “What is virtue?” “What is good-
ness?” Through extended textual analysis of 
the works of both Plato and Levinas, enriched 
by the author’s own translations of Plato’s 
works, Achtenberg provides an alternate way 
of interpreting Levinasian epistemology and 
its true origins in the Western philosophical 
tradition.
—Cem Turkoz (A15)
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1948
Raphael Ben-Yosef (A) writes from 
Israel, “In 1951, I was working on 
making a seawall into the Red Sea 
in Eilat. This involved directing a 
crane where to put large granite 
rocks we had blasted out of the 
mountains (using an instrument 
I made from a wooden board and 
nails according to a recipe from 
Euclid). In the midst of waving my 
hands to the crane operator, I heard 
a shout and looked around. Emerg-
ing from the back of a Jeep pick-up 
(there was such a vehicle then) was 
Winkie Barr. In those days, to get 
to Eilat from Tel Aviv was a 12-hour 
ride each way, over rock roadbed for 
part of the way. There was this Jeep 
which took tourists every two weeks 
or so. We talked and then he was 
gone, perhaps to the Dead Sea. As 
you know, Winkie was a man with 
much fire under his red hair.”

1960
Katherine Hsu Haas (A) writes, 
“Many of you heard that my beloved 
Ray (Class of 1958) died two years 
ago. I thought I would not find one 
moment of happiness without him, 
not after 54 years of marriage. But 
life is full of surprises; I became 
reacquainted with Bob Feldmann, 
who taught English with Ray, 
and Walter (Class of 1961) and 
Cynthia Voigt, at the Key School 
30 years ago. Long story short, Bob 
and I married this August. Mary 
Gallagher (A) came from N.Y. to 
join many relatives and friends for 
this happy occasion. Last year, I 
visited Rosalie Levine Boosin (A) 
and her Joel in NYC. We spent a 
most wonderful afternoon in the 
Metropolitan Museum dining room 
together. I will remember that day 
forever; I miss Rosalie, who had the 
most positive outlook on life.”

1964
Cecily Sharp-Whitehill (A) writes, 
“Greetings from Osprey, Fla. In No-
vember 2013 I returned to school—
again; this time to a yearlong course 
on the ‘hows’ of being a life coach. 
For decades I’ve been informally 
encouraging, supporting family, 
friends, and near-strangers as they 
aim to shed confining roles, their 
grim predictions for the future 
based on grim pasts, and opening 
people to their choices of how they 
view everything—how not to be 
victims of their ‘lot in life.’ Now, 
with a pack of tools, unceasing 
curiosity combined with learning 
and an increasing clientele roster, 
Alliance4DiscoveryCoaching is 
joyfully moving forward.”

Judith Wood (A) writes, “I chose 
St. John’s because it was the perfect 
college to get my first degree before 
I went to get my master’s in library 
science. However, for various 
reasons I left the college after two 
years. I married my husband in 
1963, and we ended up in Califor-
nia, where I went to a junior college 
and became an accountant. I 
worked for several companies into 
my ’50s, and then decided to see 
if I could get accepted at a library 
school in California. Of course, I 
still needed to get my bachelor’s 
degree, so I went to California State 
University, San Bernardino, and 
graduated after three years. There, 
I worked in the library, graduated 
Phi Kappa Phi, and was the top 
student in my business classes. I 
later received my master’s in library 
science from San Jose State Uni-
versity in 1998 and started working 

as a reference librarian at the main 
library of Tulare County Library, 
where I worked for 12 years. In fall 
2010, a biopsy came back positive 
for cancer. I went to see a special 
surgeon at UCLA, and he arranged 
for a surgery of my mouth. I retired 
at age 69, just had my 70th birth-
day, and have been cancer-free for 
almost two years.”

1969
Having retired from the practice of 
law, Deborah Moll (A) is concen-
trating on her longtime pursuit 
of photography. In 2013, she was 
chosen as the featured artist at the 
2013 New Mexico Bar Association 
Annual Convention. For the past 
three years, she has served as a 
panelist for the review and selection 
of applicants for grants awarded 
by the New Mexico Department of 
Cultural Affairs, Arts Division, to or-
ganizations supporting the arts. In 
2013/14 she has shown photographs 
in Santa Fe, Albuquerque, and Los 
Alamos, N.M., as well as in the Santa 
Fe New Mexican. She can be reached 
at deborahmollphoto@aol.com.

1970
E.M. Macierowski (A) writes, 
“I have just received word that 
my essay, ‘Geopolitics and the 
Persian Gulf: Some Philosophical 
Reflections,’ should be appearing 
in mid-March in the Festschrift 
for Henryk Kiere, professor at the 
Catholic University of Lublin. And 
I have been selected a fellow of the 
Adler-Aquinas Institute.”

John Dean (A) writes, “Time rolls 
on and I am now a professor at Uni-
wersytet im. Adama Mickiewicza w 
Poznaniu Wydział Anglistyki Col-
legium Novum (Adam Mickiewicz 
University in Pozna, Poland). In 
some ways, it’s a long way from Par-
is and the University of Versailles, 

1960

Supporting the Opposition
Mary Campbell 
Gallagher’s (A) 
new organization, 
Americans for 
the Preservation 
of Paris (APP), 
is sponsoring a 
petition opposing 
plans for skyscrap-
ers in Paris. She 
invites other St. 
John’s alumni to 
sign it and send 

it to their friends. The letter that accompanies the petition 
explains the issues: http://bit.ly/NoParisSkyscrapers. She 
has written and spoken widely on this subject, most recently, 
on ‘The Destruction of Paris’ on October 8 at the School of 
Architecture of the University of Notre Dame in Indiana. Her 
other company, BarWrite®, won the 2014 Global Legal Skills 
Award for its recognition of the special bar exam preparation 
needs of lawyers and law students from other countries.
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and, in some ways, not. This place 
is in the shadow and aftermath of 
a whole different history. But I’m 
still professing cultural history, as 
ever, though with text in context 
of a whole different kind. Where 
I’m at is on a road that the great 
books helped make possible. So far, 
at Adam Mickiewicz University in 
Pozna, I’ve found the students won-
derful—intellectually mature, lively 
and engaging, enthusiastic and 
involved, polite, and ambitious.”

1971
Vicky Manchester Garrison (SF) is 
in Taos for the winter on a personal 
writing retreat to complete publica-
tion of The Crying Boy, a utopian 
young adult novel. Anne Farrell 
(A69) is illustrating.

1979
Meg Rosenberg Wilde (A) writes, 
“I am working in the Bronx as a 
family physician with the Montefiore 

Residency Program in Social Medi-
cine, training family docs and see-
ing patients. Love the work and the 
Bronx, where I have lived for the 
past 25 years. My daughter, Emma, 
is a sophomore at Green Mountain 
College in Vermont, close enough 
to visit and far enough to build 
independence. My son, Nathaniel, 
is a junior at Bronx Science and 
concocting various plans to take 
over the world. We are all thankful 
to be well and engaged with our 
work and family.”

1980
Dory Eisenbeis Culver (SF) is retir-
ing after the mid-term elections 
as the managing editor of KCBS 
Radio, her job for the past 30 years. 
She will continue to live in San 
Francisco with her husband, Walter 
Nirenberg. She plans to do some 
recruitment work for the Pulitzer 
Center on Crisis Reporting and 
hopes to do some writing. Her e-
mail is dory.culver@gmail.com.

Peter Grubb (A) is president 
of ROW Adventures (www.
rowadventures.com), a travel 
company that leads vaca-
tion tours in more than 25 
countries around the world, 
including African safaris, sea 
kayaking destinations, and 
more.  He and his wife of 30 
years, Betsy Bowen, have two 
children ages 21 and 23.

1982
Gail Donohue Storey’s (SFGI) third 
book, I Promise Not to Suffer: A Fool 
for Love Hikes the Pacific Crest Trail, 
was published in 2013 by Mountain-
eers Books. A second printing—with 
a Readers Guide, including an inter-
view between her and the editor, and 
Questions and Topics for Group Dis-
cussion—was published in 2014. The 
memoir, which won the National 
Outdoor Book Award, Foreword 
IndieFab Book of the Year, Colorado 
Book Award, Nautilus Silver Award, 
and Barbara Savage Award, is her 
hilariously harrowing story of 
hiking the Pacific Crest Trail with 

her husband, 
Porter, a hospice 
physician, in 
a career crisis. 
Her first book, 
the novel The 
Lord’s Motel, was 
praised by the 
New York Times 
Book Review as 
“a tale of unwise 
judgments and 

wise humor.” Her second novel, 
God’s Country Club, was a Barnes & 
Noble Discover Great New Writers 
Selection. For more information: 
www.gailstorey.com.

1985
The Raven, the Elf, and Rachel, L. 
Jagi Lamplighter Wright’s (A) sec-
ond book in her young adult fantasy 
series, was published by Dark Quest 
in 2014. The book features a magic 
school that is loosely based on St. 
John’s. It briefly made it to #1 on an 
Amazon bestseller list.

1980

Head of the Rock
Jamie Whalen (A) 
finished second in 
the Men’s Masters 
48+ Single at the 
Head of the Rock 
Regatta on October 
12 in Rockford, Ill. 
He writes, “The 
fellow on the left 
is Paul Harrington 

from the Quad Cities. I started just ahead of him and stayed 
there during the first half of the race. We rowed side-by-side for 
much of the second half. He got ahead of me, and then I put on 
a sprint at the end. Unfortunately I didn’t choose my line well and 
had to stop rowing when I came up on his stern. He still would 
have won on time, but I would have at least passed him back. I 
felt good afterwards and had more in the tank that I should have 
used earlier in the race.”

1984

 Head of the Charles

Damon Ellingston (A84) participated in a race on the Charles 
River. He writes, “What a fun race that was! I accomplished all 
my goals: broke 21 minutes, finished in the top half of the field 
(sort of) and made the 15% cut for qualification next year.”
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1986
Kristen Caven (SF) writes, “Re-
cently, I had tea with the wife of 
Chav Doherty (SF), I edited a story 
for Kilian Melloy (SF), and had mac 
and cheese for lunch with Jennifer 
Flynn Israel (A). Meanwhile my 
son, Donald, is shopping for col-
leges (St. John’s has the best mas-
cot: the Book) and trying to balance 
between the tasks of life and the 
tasks of the imagination. Follow the 
creative struggle at www.kristen-
caven.com.”

1987
Michael R. Brown (A) (formerly 
under step-dad’s surname Vitakis) 
writes: “Greetings! I’m living in 
Austin, Texas. I was just filmed by 
Montana PBS for a documentary on 
Mary MacLane (1881-1929), a sui 
generis writer from Butte, which 
I’ve been working to document and 
publicize since my SJC days. I just 
published a 600-page anthology of 
her writing, Human Days: A Mary 
MacLane Reader, and in 2015 I will 
publish a 1,200-page collection of 
primary sources in two volumes: 
Mary in The Press: Miss MacLane 
and Her Fame. I continue to break 
piano strings just like I used to!”

1988
David Blankenbaker (SF) finally 
read The Wind in the Willows. He 
is indebted and grateful to David 
Johnston (SF97) for his guidance 
and contributions.

Rena Ferguson (née Kuntavanish) 
(A) is working in private practice 
as a psychiatrist, Transcranial Mag-
netic Stimulation (TMS) provider, 
and adjunct professor at SUNY, 
Stony Brook. She started out using 
TMS as a non-invasive, pain and 
medication-free treatment for de-

pression, but has expanded its uses 
to other psychiatric disorders. She 
can be contacted at www.tmshop-
ecenteroflongisland.com.

Barbara Hahn (A) writes, “I’m an 
associate professor of history at Texas 
Tech University and the associate 
editor of the journal Technology and 
Culture. For the next two years, I’m 
on leave and serving as a Marie Curie 
International Incoming Fellow to the 
EU. I’m working at the University of 
Leeds in the north of England, where 
I’m writing a new history-of-tech-
nology treatment of the Industrial 
Revolution for the classroom and 
with industrial heritage museums. 
I’d love to hear from old friends at 
b.hahn@alumni.unc.edu.”

Kim Paffenroth (A) became interim 
director of the Iona College Honors 
Program. He is a full professor in 
the college’s Religious Studies 
Department.

1989
Nathaniel Herz (A) writes, “We 
moved to Peoria, Ill. from Brook-
lyn, N.Y. in 2013. It wasn’t for work 
or any obvious reason. Basically, 
we moved on a whim; so far, a very 
pleasant one. We look forward to 
seeing Johnnies passing through or 
living in Central Illinois.”

1990
Kevin Graham (A) has been ap-
pointed to serve as the inaugural 
Timms Magis Core Curriculum 
Professor at Creighton University, 
the Jesuit and Catholic university 
of Omaha, Neb. In this role, he is 
responsible for directing the Magis 
Core Curriculum that provides 
general education to undergradu-
ate students in four colleges of the 
university. He continues to teach 
philosophy at Creighton University, 
as he has done for 18 years.

Graham Harman (A) has been 
named the #68 most powerful force 
in the international art world, along 
with his three colleagues in the 
Speculative Realism philosophy 
movement, by the London-based 
ArtReview magazine’s 2014 Power 
100. The group first appeared on 
the list last year, ranked #81. The 
entire list can be found at http://
artreview.com/power_100.

1991
Andrew M. Schwartz (A) is still 
happily married to Marie with three 
beautiful daughters, Amelia (10), 
Sarah (9), and Emily (5), and living 
in the suburbs in the far northeast 
of Philadelphia. He was recently 
appointed a department chair at his 
large law firm, Marshall Dennehey 
Warner Coleman and Goggin, 
heading up the financial services 
litigation group.

Ramona Denk Webb (A) writes, 
“I married Thomas Webb (a fair 
dinkum Australian bloke) in 2012, 
and we are living in Colorado 
Springs. His two children live in the 
U.K. I have a home birth midwifery 
practice that is going well. I spent 
five years in Sudan (four in Darfur) 
doing safe motherhood projects 
from 2007-2012.”

a l u m n i  n o t e s

1992

On Broadway 
Alec Berlin (SF) writes, “I’ve just completed a two-month 
sojourn in San Diego as guitarist for the Old Globe’s 
production of Bright Star, the new musical by Steve Martin 
and Edie Brickell. It was a fantastic experience, filled with 
authentically joyous music. My non-working hours were spent 
marveling at the landscape in the deserts of Joshua Tree 
and Anza-Borrego. Now I’m back to NYC to pick up back at 
my other job, as guitarist for the Broadway musical If/Then. 
Plans for 2015 include original music as a follow-up to my 
2012 CD, Innocent Explanations.”
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A sudden shift in aca-
demic plans ultimately 
led to a life of dedicated 
service—and the births of 
more than 1,000 healthy 
babies during a 20-year 
career. From 1975 to 
1995, as a public health 
nurse and a staff midwife 
in the United States Air 
Force, Gay Hall (AGI99) 
cared for female Airmen 

and spouses of male Airmen during pregnancy, 
labor, delivery, and the postpartum period. She also 
taught midwifery to new recruits. While many births 
took place within the safe confines of hospital ma-
ternity wards, Hall sometimes had to assist mothers, 
quite literally, on the fly. “I was in several situations 
where I had to take laboring women by helicopter 
to a larger Air Force hospital because either the 
mother or the baby was in trouble,” says Hall, whose 
academic and military training prepared her for the 
field’s inevitable emergency situations.

“Being a midwife is being an independent practitioner,” she 
says, “meaning that you have to make your own diagnoses and 
know what you’re doing because you’ll be judged by your own 
actions and not anyone else’s.” At the 2014 Homecoming in An-
napolis, Hall received the Alumni Association’s Award of Merit in 
recognition of her achievements.

Before coming to St. John’s the first time in 1955, Hall fell in love 
with the college during a visit to Annapolis, where her father was a 
Class of 1919 graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy. A conversation 
with James Tolbert, director of Admissions, sealed her decision, 
and she enrolled in the college’s fourth class of women.

“I was an intense student,” says Hall. “And I found [the Program] 
incredible—the amazing books that we read and [discussed] in such 
a short period of time.” In 1958, during the second semester of her 
junior year, Hall was stricken with influenza and had to spend the 

rest of the semester at home in Pennsylvania. While in recovery, she 
was dissuaded from returning to St. John’s. “My family said to me 
that I was never going to make a living with that degree,” she says. 
“So I thought I’d try something else; nursing seemed like some-
thing I could do anywhere.” She enrolled in Columbia University’s 
nursing program, where she graduated in 1961, but never aban-
doned her love of the great books or St. John’s College.

After earning a master’s degree in nurse-midwifery from the 
Catholic University of America, Hall joined the Air Force as a public 
health nurse in 1975. “The military was actually looking for me 
because they needed more midwives,” says Hall, who by then had a 
child of her own. Over the years, she saw a change in midwifery phi-
losophy. “When I started in the military, things were really rigid,” 
says Hall, a proponent of alternative birthing environments. “I had 
to deliver babies in the delivery room, and that sterile environment 
wasn’t comfortable,” she says. “By the time I finished, we stopped 
that nonsense of dragging everyone into the delivery room.” Mid-
wifery, she says, is about creating a soothing, comfortable environ-
ment for both mother and child, which is “wonderful because the 
mother says what she wants and you work with that.”

Throughout her career, Hall was fortunate to receive several 
plum assignments, includ-
ing England, Las Vegas, 
and the Florida Panhan-
dle. She rose to the rank of 
colonel before her retire-
ment in 1995. During her 
last military assignment 
in Washington, D.C., Hall 
served as director of the 
U.S. Air Force School of 

Nurse-Midwifery, which works in collaboration with the George-
town University Nurse-Midwifery Program. In this capacity, she 
trained her midwives to go above the call of duty, if needed, to do 
surgical first assisting and navigate adverse situations. “If placed 
out in the battlefield, midwives need to know how to deliver a baby 
in the field as well as in a clean hospital.”

While teaching midwifery in D.C. in the ’90s, the lure of great 
books and engaging conversation pulled Hall back to the St. 
John’s Annapolis campus, where she completed two segments at 
the Graduate Institute. After retiring in 1995, she finished the last 
two sections of the program, earning her Master of Arts in Liberal 
Arts degree in 1999. Currently working part-time as a commu-
nity health nurse and full-time founding an Orthodox Mission in 
the small town of Big Pine, a couple miles from her home in the 
Florida Keys, Hall continues to take on new challenges. “You just 
say, ‘I can do anything. Just tell me what the parameters are and let 
me work on them.’ This is what St. John’s represents.”    

Military Midwifery
by Gregory Shook

Gay Hall (AGI99) is an  
independant practitioner

“You have to make 
your own diagnoses... 
because you’ll be judged 
by your own actions.”
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Lake James H. Perriguey (SF) 
recently led the legal effort that 
brought marriage equality to Or-
egon and saved the citizens of the 
state $12,000,000 in a proposed 
ballot initiative on the civil rights 
of a minority. On May 19, 2014, gay 
and lesbian Oregonians were equal 
under the law for the first time in 
State history. While at St. John’s, 
he founded the first recognized 
GLBTQ student group on campus 
in Annapolis and advocated that the 
board of governors adopt a school 
non-discrimination statement that 
included gay and lesbian students.

1993
Laura Anne Haave (formerly 
Stuart) (A) writes, “In August, I 
accepted the position of director of 
the Gender and Sexuality Center 
at Carleton College and moved to 
Northfield, Minn., a small town 
about 45 minutes south of the Twin 
Cities. My partner and I bought a 
tiny 1961 Usonian house designed 
by an apprentice of Frank Lloyd 
Wright, known to most people in 
Northfield as “that weird little mod-
ern house.” After the death of our 
beloved Himalayan cat, Mudpie, we 
adopted a Kurilian bobtail, Agent 
Natasha Meowmanoff. I also took 
this opportunity to change my last 
name to Haave. This was my great-
grandparents’ last name when they 
emigrated from Norway to Chicago. 
My mom and I went to Norway last 
summer and visited Stavanger, 
our family’s former hometown. I 
already have my great-grandmoth-
er’s first name and have wanted to 
change my last name since high 
school, and our trip finally inspired 
me to do it. We hope to go back to 
Norway again next year.”

1995
Janet Sunderland (SFGI) writes, 
“My husband, Cliff Kroski, and I 
went to visit St. John’s Annapolis 
while visiting Baltimore in early 
October. Our first stop was in the 
Alumni Office where we met Leo 
Pickens, director of Alumni Rela-
tions, Annapolis. He was gracious 
enough to lead us on a wonderful 
tour of the grounds, over to the 
river, back through buildings, and 
into classrooms. It made me home-
sick. One of the upstairs rooms was 
furnished with soft easy chairs and 
a fireplace. I know where I would 
have spent winter afternoons! And 
walking across the old wooden floor 
of the ballroom brought back won-
derful memories of waltz parties 
during my time in Santa Fe. There 
was a nice sense of belonging, even 
as a GI graduate, to traditions and a 
quest for excellence that transcends 
us all.”

1996
Douglis Beck (AGI) is now the 
graphics coordinator at Jaffe Book 
Solutions, a bindery and print-on-
demand publisher in St. Louis, Mo. 
He continues to maintain a micro-
practice called Documodern : : 
Design Writing Research, focused 
on architecture and design. He 
was also recently invited by Poetry 
Scores to be the visual curator of 
the Tractatus project, a new, open-
ended, international translation of 
Ludwig Wittgenstein’s Tractatus 
Logico-Philosophicus (1921) into 
other media, starting immediately 
with music and later including 
visual art and performance com-
ponents.

U.S. Senator Mitch McConnell has 
named Brian McGuire (A), long-
time chief speechwriter and senior 
advisor in his Capitol Leadership 
Office, as the next chief of staff in 

his personal office. In the new role, 
McGuire will assume the duties of a 
traditional chief of staff responsible 
for home-state priorities while 
retaining some of his current re-
sponsibilities advising on strategic 
communications and policy.

1997
Heidi Jacot Hewett (A) writes, 
“We had our second child this sum-
mer, a little girl named Cordelia. 
My eldest, Ariadne, is three and 
loves being read to, so we’re off 
to a great start! I’m working on 

some writing while I’m home. I 
just submitted my first piece and 
am looking into self-publishing a 
novella. I’m starting to post some 
short fiction and writing samples on 
my classics reading blog: 
 http://hjhreader.blogspot.com.”

1998
Sara Barker (A) celebrated her 
daughter Fiona’s first birthday in 
June. The family flew to Stuttgart, 
Germany, in July with Matthew 
Corcoran (A97) to attend  
Whit Peterson’s (A) wedding.  

1998

Great Books for Kids

Juliana (Martonffy) Laumakis (A) writes, “Anyone out there 
looking to indoctrinate the next generation should check out 
the Junior Great Books program that’s run through the Great 
Books Foundation. The Foundation was started in 1947 by 
some of the bigwigs (Adler, Hutchins, etc.) to promote seminar-
style discussions among adults, and in 1962 the concept was 
extended to kids. Examples of readings include The Buffalo 
Storm by Katherine Applegate and Luba and the Wren, a 
Ukrainian folktale as told by Patricia Polacco. We’ve been 
doing the JGB program at our eldest daughter’s school with 
2nd-5th graders during lunchtime with parent volunteers. The 
kids come having twice read a short story from the JGB anthol-
ogy—really rich, intentionally unknown selections from around 
the world—and then parents lead the seminars as the kids 
eat. If anyone wants more information about the JGB program, 
check out www.greatbooks.org or feel free to contact me at 
jlaumakis@gmail.com. It’s really amazing how much the kids 
have gotten out of it!”
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Can Atacik (A00) also attended. 
When not working in communica-
tions for a government contractor, 
she continues to tread the boards 
in D.C. Her acting schedule is 
available on her website: www.
sarabarker.com/acting.

The citizens of Alaska’s Fairbanks 
Northstar Borough elected Michael 
O’Brien (SFGI) to a three-year term 
on the borough’s school board. He 
continues to work as an associate 
general counsel for the University of 
Alaska, primarily handling Title IX 
compliance, NCAA issues, and labor 
and employment law. He and his 
wife, Jill, have an eight-year-old son.

2000
In July, Tim Carney (A) and his 
wife, Katie, welcomed their fifth 
child, Sean. They live in Silver 
Spring, Md., and are parishioners 
at St. Andrew Apostle Catholic 
Church. Tim is the senior political 
columnist at the Washington Ex-
aminer and a visiting fellow at the 
American Enterprise Institute.

Blythe Davenport’s (SF) book of 
poetry, Second Oldest: A Poetic His-
tory of Philadelphia, was published 
by PS Books in 2013.

David O’Hara (SFGI) teaches clas-
sics and environmental philosophy 
at Augustana College in Sioux Falls, 
S.D. His third book, Downstream: 
Reflections on Brook Trout, Fly-
Fishing, and the Waters of Appala-
chia, was published in 2014.

2001
Sylvaine (Rameckers) Hugh-
son (A) is an Executive Health 
& Lifestyle Coach™ and has 
recently launched a new website 
www.sylvainehughson.com. She is 
the founder and director of SNH 
—The Art & Science of Optimized 
Living™ and works with high-level 
executives helping them realize 
the fundamental role that health, 
wellness, and lifestyle play in 
achieving their personal and profes-
sional goals. Her focus is Peak 
Performance, Personal Excellence, 
and Optimized Living™.  She was 
recently awarded “Woman of the 
Year” by the National Association 
of Professional Women.  

2002
John Rogove (A) is teaching and 
finishing his Ph.D. in philosophy 
at the Sorbonne, on Husserl’s phe-
nomenology, and also teaching at 
NYU’s Liberal Studies Program.

2003
Sean McLain (A) and his wife, 
Suryatapa Bhattacharya, welcomed 
their son, Amartya Christopher 
McLain, on August 26. He still lives 
in New Delhi, India, where he and 
his wife work for the Wall Street 
Journal.

Erin Hanlon (SF) writes, “I’m 
back from my two years in Mos-
cow, where I taught English at 
a parochial school. It was quite 
the adventure. I was very glad to 

finally come home, but now I am, 
of course, finding myself missing 
the people and a few aspects of the 
culture. I’ve landed a job with the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in 
Ventura, Calif., permitting work in 
waters of the U.S. under the Clean 
Water Act. I am still getting used to 
SoCal and would be glad to catch up 
with any Johnnies in the area.”

2004
Michael Looft’s (AGI) book, 
Inspired Finance: The Role of Faith 

in Microfinance and International 
Economic Development, was pub-
lished in 2014.

2005
Jacob Thomas (A) is married to 
his wife of five years, Phoebe, and 
continues to work in the Special 
Education Department of the 
Berkeley Unified School District. 
In his free time, he runs two small 
record labels out of his living room. 
So far this year he has released 
seven albums, all on cassette. He 

2007

Aiding Afghanistan

Felicitas Steinhoff (SF) writes, “I am currently working in rural 
Afghanistan for a humanitarian aid organization (Help - INGO 
from Germany) as the senior project advisor for vocational 
training and institutional capacity building. My husband and I 
live in the high-altitude mountain valley called Bamiyan, site 
of the world heritage Buddha Statues that were destroyed by 
the Taliban in 2001. With the withdrawal of the international 
forces and the new government, the coming year will be very 
important for development in the country, and as you can 
read pretty much daily now, the security situation in some 
regions already points to a difficult year ahead. What I have 
experienced beyond that, however, is a country full of complex 
history, intriguing social codes, a wealth of contradictions, 
and, above all, people who are amazing storytellers, optimists, 
hosts, and colleagues. Therefore, in the spirit of the indepen-
dent inquiry that we learned at St. John’s, I want to encourage 
alumni, current students, and faculty to look beyond the head-
lines and news coverage, when thinking about Afghanistan.”
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also participates in a number of 
local music projects (most of which 
release music exclusively on archaic 
technology), which include leading 
a black metal band that features 
frequent contributions from Aidan 
O’Flynn (A). The Atlantic favorably 
described them as “lo-fi shoegaze-
being-eaten-by-demons.”

Tom Jacobs (A) and Brianne 
Jacobs (nee Bell) (A06) had their 
first son, David Jacobs, on January 
23, 2014.

Scott Dunbar (SF) graduated from 
the University of Colorado Law 
School in 2011 and landed his dream 
job as an assistant attorney general 
at the Colorado Attorney General’s 
Office. He represents the staff of 
the Public Utilities Commission on 
cases involving electric and natural 
gas rate cases, electric resource 
plans, and energy efficiency and 
renewable energy matters. “Ray 
Gifford (A89), a former chairman 
of the PUC, was an informal mentor 
to me during law school and a great 
help in guiding me along this path,” 
says Dunbar. In August 2014, he 
married his best friend, Meghan, 
in Breckenridge, Colo. John 
Gorczynski (SF04) was a grooms-
man. “We live in Boulder with our 
dog and spend our free time hiking, 
snowboarding, biking, and brewing 
beer,” says Dunbar. “I feel fortunate 
to have a small but good contingent 
of Johnnies in the area.”

2006
Aran Donovan (SF) was errone-
ously identified as male in the 
summer 2014 issue of The College. 
We regret the error.

2007
Chelsea Ihnacik (A) writes, “I 
ran the Zooma Annapolis Half 
Marathon (my first). It was fun and 

challenging! I chose to run a race 
in Annapolis because it has been 
my surrogate hometown since I 
graduated from St. John’s College. I 
worked as a retail manager until my 
husband and I took an ‘extended va-
cation’ in the U.S. Virgin Islands for 
two years. When we returned to the 
mainland, I took up my current job 
of full-time mom, which I love. I am 
the author of the blog, Whole Food 
Vegan (www.wholefoodvegan.com), 
and a contributor to the vegan 
lifestyle blog, Peaceful Dumpling 
(www.peacefuldumpling.com). My 
passion is plants: I’m an advocate 
for a whole foods plant-based diet, 
and I lead workshops for adults in 
southern Maryland who want to 
follow mom’s advice and ‘eat your 
fruits and veggies!’ My current 
pursuit is to get as much of our food 
at low cost and from local organic 
sources as possible, which I achieve 
by working for trade as a food pho-
tographer in the community.”

2008
Brian Becker (AGI) and his wife, 
Melanie, welcomed their second 
child, Finn William Becker, in Oc-
tober. He is currently the assistant 
headmaster at Washington Jesuit 
Academy in D.C.

Adam Braus (SF) writes, “For the 
past few months, Micah Davis 
(SF10), Zhenya Ogorodova (SF), 
and I have started Conversera.
com, an online great conversation 
school. Based in San Francisco and 
Washington, D.C., we have a small 
curriculum of singleton seminars 
on a variety of short stories, sci-
ence, and novellas. We have more 
than 350 students and 12 facilita-
tors and 15 classes in the works, 
with participants from across the 
United States, Guatemala, and 
China. We plan to double every 
month, so by Christmas we should 
have more than 1,000 students. 
Early next year, we are planning to 
do an equity crowdfunding raise of 
$250k. You can learn more and/
or contact us at hello@conversera.
com or Facebook.com/con-
versera.”

Will Hollingsworth’s (SF) new bar, 
the Spotted Owl Bar, opened in 
Cleveland, Ohio, in October 2014. 
The bar is located in a circa-1850s 
building that once housed a Bible 
factory.

2013
In October 2014, Amy Stewart (A) 
was inducted into a 10-month term 
of service in the National Civilian 
Community Corps (NCCC), an 
AmeriCorps program. As a corps 
member, she will be responsible for 
completing a series of six- to eight-
week-long service projects as part 
of a small team.

Kurt Strom (A) and Audra Zook 
(A) were married on October 11, 
2014, in Glendale, Ariz.

Zachary Wells (A) and Marga-
ret Reitz (A14) were married in 
summer 2014. Mr. Reitz-Wells is 
now reading in Eastern Classics in 
Santa Fe, where Mrs. Reitz-Wells is 
employed by the college.

2014
Micaela MacDougall (A) is cur-
rently fundraising for her graduate 
studies at St. Andrews, Scotland. To 
learn more, please visit www.you-
caring.com/SendMKtoStAndrews.

Read the June 10, 2014 article in 
the Capital: http://bit.ly/1uRVGnh

Micaela MaDougall (A14) and her mother, Lynn, at Homecoming 
2014 in Annapolis.

a l u m n i  n o t e s
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Chaninah Maschler (H98)
August 7, 2014 
Tutor, Annapolis

Chaninah Maschler (1931-2014), formerly 
Chaninah Marienthal-Lowenthal, was born 
in Berlin, and then moved to Amsterdam. 
She was hidden from the Nazis during 
World War II, saved by a Christian family 
named the Mooks in Utrecht, the Nether-
lands. Her mother and brother were active 
with the Dutch underground resistance 
and were captured by the Nazis and sent 
to Bergen-Belsen concentration camp in 
Germany, where her brother died. After 
the war, Maschler was reunited with her 
mother, who had survived Bergen-Belsen, 
and they immigrated to the United States.

Maschler graduated from City College 
of New York in 1953. She won a full scholar-
ship for graduate study at Yale University. 
She taught philosophy, religion, and other 
subjects at Bryn Mawr, Penn State, and 
Queens College. Maschler joined the St. 
John’s faculty as a tutor in 1976, first at the 
Graduate Institute in Santa Fe and then at 
the Annapolis campus, until 1998. She is 

remembered for her many 
contributions to the intel-
lectual life of the college and 
remained an enthusiastic 
member of the college com-
munity after her retirement. 
Dozens of former students 
have remained her devoted 
friends over the years.

The community gath-
ered for a memorial held 
on September 14, 2014, in 
the Great Hall. Colleagues 
remember Maschler for her 
abiding curiosity and interest 
in wide-ranging subjects, 
authors, and people. Among 
her many interests were the 
works of Darwin, Simon 
Stevin, Charles Sanders 
Pearce, and Spinoza, as well 
as mathematics, the Hebrew 
Bible, African American poetry, child 
development, gardening, and anything to 
do with the Netherlands. She was a founding 
member of Kol Ami synagogue (now Kol 
Shalom) in Annapolis, Maryland.

Maschler’s husband, Henry Maschler, 
preceded her in death in 2004. She is 
survived by her daughters, Rina Maschler of 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Toni Maschler 
of Alexandria, Virginia; and her grand-
daughter, Josie Silver.

István Fehérváry (H89)
October 30, 2014

István Fehérváry (1925-2014) 
was a beloved member of the St. 
John’s community. An accom-
plished athlete and scholar, he 
was a bold figure in his native 
Hungary, fighting in the resis-
tance movement against the 
Soviets and eventually spend-
ing eight years in the gulag. He 
came to St. John’s, Santa Fe in 
1969, establishing the Student 
Activities Office and serving 
as its director for 20 years. He 
was instrumental in founding 
the St. John’s Fencing Club, 

the Search and Rescue team, 
and countless other activities 
that benefited generations of 
Johnnies. When he became 
an honorary member of the 
Alumni Association in 1989, his 
certificate read, in part: “with 
gratitude for the exuberance 
and devotion with which he has 
dealt with students of the Santa 
Fe campus over the years as 
Director of Student Activities; 
and with respect for the talent 
and discipline he has shown in 
his endeavors.”

Fehérváry is remembered 
fondly for his warmth, courage, 
generosity, and love for learn-

ing; he wrote several books. 
In the words of the plaque that 
hangs in the lobby of Santa Fe’s 
Student Activities Center, he 
was “a courageous and extraor-
dinary man whose sacrifice, 
passion, and wisdom turned our 
thoughtfulness into activity.”

He is survived by his son, 
István Andras Fehérváry, direc-
tor of Government and Public 
Affairs for Novartis, and his 
daughter, Krisztina Fehérváry 
(SFGI89), a member of the an-
thropology faculty at the Univer-
sity of Michigan and associate 
director of its Center for Russian 
and East European Studies.
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George Anastaplo (H90)
February 14, 2014

Known as the “Socrates of 
Chicago,” George Anasta-
plo, Sr. (1925-2014) was 
widely considered a living 
institution and one of the 
pillars of the University of 
Chicago’s Basic Program 
of Liberal Education for 
Adults. He was nominated 
13 times for the Nobel 
Peace Prize, according to 
Loyola University. After 
serving in the Air Force  
during World War II, 
Anastaplo studied law at 
the University of Chicago, 

where he rose to be a top student in his class.
His bright legal future ended abruptly in 1950, when he refused 

to answer questions from the Illinois Supreme Court Committee on 
Character and Fitness on whether he was a member of the Com-
munist Party. This act of principled defiance led to the committee’s 
refusal to admit him to the bar. Anastaplo challenged the ban, 
ultimately arguing his case before the U.S. Supreme Court. He lost 
by a vote of 5-4, but not before Justice Hugo Black issued a famed, 
ringing dissent that said, “We must not be afraid to be free.”

In his academic life, Anastaplo threaded law with the work of 
Greek scholars, Dante, Shakespeare, and Alfred Lord Tennyson. 
He enjoyed engaging with his students at Rosary College (now 
Dominican University), the Loyola University Chicago School of 
Law, and the University of Chicago’s Basic Program of Liberal 
Education for Adults. He is survived by his wife, Sara Prince 
Anastaplo; son, George Anastaplo, Jr. (A75); daughters, Sara 
Anastaplo (A78) (now Miriam Redleaf), Theodora Anastaplo,  
and Helen Newlin; and eight grandchildren.

Norman Levan (SFGI74)
May 25, 2014

Norman Levan (1916-2014) was 
quick to say that the St. John’s 
College Graduate Institute 
changed his life. In the middle 
of his thriving medical career, 
he found a learning community 
in Santa Fe united by a common 
love of books and ideas, one 
that welcomed students of all 
ages. “It was a turning point 
in my life: being able to read 
the original texts, being part of 
a community, experiencing a 
faculty so different [from medi-
cal school].” Levan generously 
demonstrated his appreciation 
when he made a $5 million gift 
to the college to build Levan 
Hall, home of the Graduate 
Institute in Santa Fe, which was 
dedicated in 2010.

Levan was born in Shaker 
Heights, Ohio. After receiving 
his bachelor’s degree with a ma-
jor in literature from the Uni-
versity of Southern California 
(USC), he earned his medical 
degree there in 1939. He served 
in the Army Medical Corps dur-
ing World War II for nearly five 
years, three and a half of which 
were in the Central Pacific, 
where he experienced the full 
fury of the battle of Okinawa.

Levan then embarked upon 
a long and distinguished career 
in medicine, beginning with 
a private practice in derma-
tology. He was also a faculty 
member of the USC School of 
Medicine, serving as chair of 
the Department of Dermatolo-
gy from 1961 to 1981 at its Keck 
School of Medicine.

In 1962, he established the 
Hansen’s Disease Clinic for lep-

rosy at the Los Angeles County/
USC Medical Center. During 
this period, he married Betty; 
the couple spent their early 
years in Los Angeles before 
moving to Bakersfield. Betty 
died in 2005.

Levan also will be remem-
bered as an extraordinary 
philanthropist. He made 
significant gifts to Bakersfield 
College, USC, and a hospital in 
Jerusalem. With a combination 
of gifts and pledges totaling 
$17 million, Levan became the 

single greatest benefactor in 
the history of St. John’s College 
in Santa Fe. His munificence 
supports the Graduate Insti-
tute, student financial aid, and 
the Levan Faculty Chair.

“He has given so generously 
to ensure financial consider-
ations would not preclude any 
student from obtaining the 
education he felt was so impor-
tant,” said Victoria Mora, vice 
president for Advancement in 
Santa Fe.

“Norm Levan was a great 
believer in the value of educa-
tion and especially of liberal 
education, and he exemplified 
that in his life,” remarked 
President Mike Peters. “St. 
John’s was honored to have him 
as an alumnus.”

Charles W. (Chuck) 
Robinson (H93)
May 20, 2014

Charles W. Robinson (1919-
2014) led an extraordinary life. 
He earned a cum laude degree 
in international relations from 
the University of California at 
Berkeley. He served as a naval 
engineer in World War II on the 
USS Tuscaloosa and saw action 
at the D-Day landing in France 
and at Iwo Jima and Okinawa. 
After the war, he earned a 
master’s degree in business 
administration from Stanford 
University.

Robinson’s wide-ranging, au-
dacious business career began 
in a dairy. He became a con-
sultant. Then a construction 
company sent him to Panama to 
develop a timber operation. In 
1950, he founded the Marcona 
Mining Company, shipping 
iron ore from Peru around the 
world. Shipbuilding was next, 
increasingly emphasizing large 
vessels that handled both ore 
and oil.

During this time, Robinson 
met Mara, an opera singer who 
had founded the Opera-West 
Company in San Francisco. Two 
months later, they married. 
Their full lives were enriched 
with daughters Lisa, Wendy, 
and Heather.
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In 1961, Robinson built the 
first Panamax, the largest vessel 
to traverse the Panama Canal. 
His involvement with port 
development in Brazil, Saudi 
Arabia, New Zealand, Austra-
lia, India, and Chile helped him 
establish a network of govern-
mental agencies and officials. 
They proved valuable when he 
was appointed undersecretary 
of state for Economic Affairs 
during the Ford administration, 
and U.S. deputy secretary of 
state under Henry Kissinger.

Throughout his accom-
plished business career that fol-
lowed, Robinson also developed 
marine design projects includ-
ing the M-Ship concept—a boat 
crafted to reduce bow waves 
and ameliorate erosion in the 
canals of Venice, Italy, where 
he and Mara lived for many 
years. Well into his eighties, he 
pursued his passion for tennis, 
hiking, and running.

The Robinsons relocated to 
Santa Fe in 1978, where Mara 
received her master’s degree 
from St. John’s in 1983. She 
served on the college’s Board 
of Visitors and Governors from 
1984 to 1990. Chuck and Mara 
generously gave their resources 
and energy to many worthy 
organizations, including The 
Santa Fe Opera, New Mexico 
School for the Arts, and St. 
John’s College. In 2009, the 
state House of Representatives 
recognized the Robinsons as 
New Mexico Living Treasures.

Robinson is survived by 
his beloved wife, Mara, three 
daughters, two sons-in-law, and 
six grandchildren.

Margaret Robson
August 24, 2014

Margaret Robson (1932-2014) 
was the widow of John E. Rob-
son, an honorary alumnus and 
St. John’s College Board mem-
ber who served three separate 
terms between 1973 and 2002.

Born and raised in St. Cloud, 
Minnesota, Robson received 
her bachelor’s degree from 
the University of Minnesota. 
She left a pioneering career 
in Chicago as one of the first 
female officers at Continental 
Bank of Illinois to work for John 
F. Kennedy’s 1960 presidential 
campaign. After she married 
John in Chicago, his career 
in government, business, 
and academia took them to 
Washington, D.C.; Atlanta; San 
Francisco; and Santa Fe. They 
spent 41 years together; John 
passed away in 2002.

Robson devoted herself to 
public service as a member of 
many boards and commissions, 
from Northwestern Memo-
rial Hospital Foundation in 
Chicago to the Santa Fe Art 
Institute, the President’s Advi-
sory Council on Historic Pres-
ervation, the Defense Advisory 
Commission on Women in the 
Military, the President’s Com-
mittee on Arts and Humanities, 
and more.

She is survived by her son, 
Douglas Robson of San Fran-
cisco; a sister and brother; and 
several nieces and nephews. 
Robson will be remembered for 
her devotion to family, kindness 
to friends, and service to her 
community.

Olivia Delgado de Torres
April 18, 2014 
Tutor, Santa Fe

Olivia Balfour Maldonado Del-
gado de Torres (1944–2014), 
a tutor at the Santa Fe campus 
from 1992 to 1996, died at 
age 70. Born and raised in the 
Bronx, New York, she attended 
Vassar College and studied 
at the Sorbonne in Paris. She 
married Juan Delgado de Tor-
res, an economist, in 1963. She 
became a reporter for LIFE 
magazine’s Spanish-language 
edition. After earning her 
doctorate from the New School 
for Social Research, she taught 
philosophy at Baruch College of 
the City University of New York 
and at Long Island University in 
Brooklyn. After St. John’s, she 
continued teaching at Adelphi 
University and the College of 
Santa Fe. With her Caribbean 
roots, she felt out of place in 
Santa Fe’s high desert, but 
loved working in her garden. 
She told people she was a tropi-
cal flower. Preceded in death 
by her husband, Juan, and her 
sister, Millicent Maldonado de 
Jesus, she is survived by her 
daughter, Lena; her grandson, 
Lucas; and her companion of 
almost 28 years, Kenny Pin.

Also Deceased:

Roland J. Bailey, Class of 1935

April 22, 2014

Mary L. Batteen, A73

September 17, 2014

George Brunn, Class of 1945

June 30, 2014

Paul G. Cree, Class of 1952

April 8, 2014

Terrance N. Dilley, SFGI74

April 25, 2014

Suzanne Fielding, SFGI77

May 14, 2014

Egle T. Germanas, SFGI83

April 11, 2014

Paul Heineman, Class of 1953

July 28, 2014

Jeffrey A. Hockersmith, SF69

August 1, 2014

Joel D. Lehman, Class of 1961

June 24, 2014

Jacob D. Martinez, SFGI70

June 9, 2014

John M. Mason, A75

April 10, 2014

E. Leslie Medford, Class of 1939

June 21, 2014

Zoe M. Pantelides, A81

September 1, 2014

Thomas Phelan, AGI93

June 13, 2014

Jerome C. Smith, SFGI74

September 22, 2014

Joseph J. Wase, Class of 1956

September 30, 2014

i n  m e m o r i u m
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by Susan Kaplan

Because of the generosity of alumni, 
friends, board members, and foundations, 
the Santa Fe campus has already exceeded 
its 50th anniversary campaign goal of  
$20 million. With five months still left  
of the celebration, $23.5 million in cash 
and pledges has been raised and a new 
$30 million goal set.

“The vision of the 50th anniversary 
campaign is to strengthen the college by 
strengthening Santa Fe,” says Victoria 
Mora, vice president for Advancement in 
Santa Fe. “I mean, if you’re not looking 
forward on the occasion of a milestone 
anniversary, in addition to celebrating and 
reflecting on the past, you’re missing out 
on a watershed moment! Concretely this 
means raising money to increase the Santa 
Fe portion of the college endowment as 
well as supporting our three-year invest-
ment plan and current operations. The 
$23.5 million raised to date encompasses a 
53% increase in the Santa Fe endowment, 
which promises to strengthen the whole 
college as we look forward to the future.”

The success of these efforts is due in 
large measure to the generosity of alumni, 
friends, foundations, and Board members 
who have recognized that a gift in honor 
of this 50-year milestone makes Santa Fe a 
stronger partner in the one-college, two-
campus structure. Alumni, in particular, 
have really stepped up to support this effort. 
For the first time in the college’s history, 
a Santa Fe undergraduate alumnus has 
made a seven-figure gift. Dan Raizen (SF79) 
presented this gift in memory of his wife, 
Teresa (SF78), who died two years ago. Dan 
and Teresa met when they were students 
at St. John’s. Two of their three children, 
Nathaniel and Benjamin, are also alums.

“The impulse of philanthropy ran deep 
in Teresa. I wanted to do something in 
her memory that would have a big impact 
now,” says Raizen. “Since four members 
of our family went to St. John’s College, it 
made sense to give to an organization that 

I was familiar with. More importantly, St. 
John’s is a place that I strongly believe in.”

These fundraising activities also have 
brought into focus a number of ongoing 
endeavors by groups of alumni, efforts 
that have been folded into the 50th 
celebration. One of these is the brainchild 
of the Santa Fe Class of 2004, which has 
been working to purchase and install an 
operational armillary sphere on the Santa 
Fe campus. Inspired by the designs of the 
great 16th-century astronomer Tycho 
Brahe, the sphere will be designed and 
assembled by noted artist David Harber. 
He was selected for his aesthetic vision 
and his experience creating scientifically 
precise armillary spheres.

The Class of 2004 has more than 
doubled the funds originally raised in 
support of this project and is approaching 
the initial goal of $100,000. Since the 
class contained about 100 students, many 
of whom are in the nascent stages of their 
careers, this accomplishment is impres-
sive and shows the power of participation.

This operational work of art serves a 
number of purposes. It will enable hands-

on lab work by freshman and sophomore 
students as they study the works of Ptol-
emy, Kepler, and other astronomers. It will 
symbolize the unity of the humanities with 
the sciences and enhance the beauty of the 
campus environment. As an icon for both 
the campus and the college, it will raise 
the campus’s visibility and underscore the 
enduring value of a St. John’s education. 
The same features that make an armillary 
sphere useful for our study of astronomy 
also make it a valuable aid in introducing 
primary and secondary school students to 
the most general appearances of the heav-
ens. Once the armillary sphere is installed, 
the college plans to engage the services of 
one of its own work-study students to elicit 
participation from local schools to bring 
their students to campus.

“What better image for the work of the 
college than the armillary sphere?” adds 
Vice President Mora. “An object of beauty 
and utility that represents the audacity to 
imagine that we might actually under-
stand the universe we inhabit, and our 
place within it.”   

Alumni Support Santa Fe  
50th Anniversary
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Two trees were planted at St. 
John’s College this year: a dawn 
redwood by College Creek in An-
napolis and a golden honey locust 
in front of and between Terpsi-
chore and Polyhymnia in Santa Fe. 
Both were gifts of love and regard, 
reminding us of the value of life 
even as we experience tragic loss.

The tree in Santa Fe was planted 
in honor of Martha Post (SF79) by 
her friends and classmates. Post, 
a dermatologist, was married to 
Robert Truitt and was the mother 
of Erin, Caitlin, and Kathryn Truitt. 
She was killed September 1, 
2011, in Lexington, Kentucky. 
Classmate Suzanne Gill remem-

bers Post as “quietly cheerful, 
thoughtful, levelheaded, and gra-
cious.” Laird Durley (SF79) chose 
a verse from Philippians for the 
plaque that accompanies the tree. 
By all accounts, this verse speaks 
to Post’s spirit: “Whatsoever 
things are true, whatsoever things 
are honest, whatsoever things are 
just, whatsoever things are pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely, what-
soever things are of good report; if 
there be any virtue, and if there be 
any praise, think on these things.”

The tree in Annapolis is a memo-
rial to Helen Higuera, daughter of 
tutors Marilyn and Henry Higuera, 
who died May 26 at the age of 

24. The class of 1984 arranged 
for the memorial. In a letter to the 
Higueras, the class explained that 
the tree was planted to represent 
the deep regard in which we, their 
students and friends, hold Marilyn 
and Henry, and symbolizes our 
profound sorrow at their loss.

Higuera held a BA in history from 
Stanford University and an MBA 
from the Russian Presidential 
Academy of National Economy and 
Public Administration. At the time 
of her death, she was a student at 
Georgetown University Law School 
and taught ESL classes in Annapo-
lis. She was known and loved for 
her intelligence, kindness, beauty, 
creativity, and sense of adventure.

—Sus3an Borden (A87)

Two Trees

They started out as the Geezers: a 
group of Graduate Institute class-
mates a few decades older than 
the typical student, who gathered 
to share a meal from time to time. 
Jeff Black, associate dean for 
Graduate Programs in Annapolis, 
renamed them the Elders; they 
appear to like both names.

Black says that the Elders made 
important contributions to the 
Graduate Institute. “Folks who are 
mid-career or late-career who come 
to the Graduate Institute make a 
very important contribution to the 
intellectual life of the program. 
When the younger students are in 
class with people at their point in 
life, it sheds the light of experi-
ence on the books we read.”

Don Leopold, a charter member 
of the Elders, recalls that as 
graduation was approaching, the 
group started thinking about what 
they might do to express their 
appreciation for the Graduate 
Institute in general and for their 
tutors in particular. “Being older, 
we appreciated a lot of what goes 

into being a tutor, all the good 
they do and all the sacrifices they 
make. We understand the value 
of the dedication they bring to 
creating this remarkable learning 
community.” Leopold challenged 
his colleagues to raise money for 
a graduation gift to the Institute 
and pledged to match each dollar 
they gave.

After consulting with Black, the 
Elders decided to start an endow-

ment fund for faculty study that 
would support the Graduate Insti-
tute and its curriculum and also 
have benefits for the undergradu-
ate program. They chose to call it 
the Nestor Fund—after Agamem-
non’s venerable advisor—although 
an alternative name was floated. 
Referring to the foolish coun-
selor to King Claudius in Hamlet, 
Leopold says, “We did joke about 
calling it the Polonius Fund.”

—Sus3an Borden (A87)

A Gift from the Geezers

Hallie Leighton Memorial Fund Update 

In 2013, the Hallie Leighton Memorial Fund for Health and Wellness 
was established to raise $50,000 to name the student health office 
on the Santa Fe campus in Leighton’s memory. The fund currently 
stands at $20,000 with 68 donors to the fund.  

Proceeds from this endowment fund will support the development 
of education, outreach, advocacy, and delivery of services directed 
towards women’s wellness, breast care for women, wellness exams, 
stress reduction, substance abuse prevention, and safety in relation-
ships. Specific activities, programs, and services will be developed 
each year in response to students’ particular needs and issues. 

To make a gift to the Hallie Leighton Fund for Health and Wellness, 
send a check to the college, or visit www.sjc.edu/giving.
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Class of 1993 
Honors Gregory 
Riley with 
Scholarship 
Fund

The Annapolis Class of 1993 
lost a lot when it lost Greg Riley, 
who died on August 1, 2004. 
The class lost the leader of a 
study group on the German 
language, a striker for the Gre-
enwaves, the coordinator of the 
“Miss Randall Hall” beauty con-
test and, as Chris Denny (A93) 
says, “one of the most well-
mannered and forthright people 
to come through St. John’s.”

Many in the class also lost a 
close friend.

Matt Wright (A93) met Riley 
the day before they entered 
St. John’s as freshmen and 
remained close to him until his 
death. “He was an extremely 
charismatic person, extremely 
generous, and interested in 
other people being successful 
in what they were doing,” recalls 
Wright. “He was also very curi-
ous about off-program ideas; for 
him, being at St. John’s was an 
expression of his general inter-
est in everything.”

As a tribute to Riley, the class 
recently established the Gregory 
Riley Class of 1993 Memorial 
Scholarship Fund. “We received 
the support of alumni and 
mentors on our journey at the 
College,” Denny explains. “Now 
we have a chance to continue 
that tradition of philanthropy 
on behalf of current Johnnies in 
Greg’s memory.”

148152_back.indd   47 2/6/15   11:17 PM



48 |  The College | st. john’s college  | winter 2015

s t u d e n t  v o i c e s

What is the spirit of place? I started 
thinking about this as a freshman at St. 
John’s College. The spirit of the freshman 
year is unmistakably Greek, yet when I 
looked up from my volume of Aristophanes 
while sitting on a bench near the quad, I 
did not see a circular theater, or glistening 
marble. I saw McDowell and Mellon halls—
the former, a charmingly brickish and big 
Georgian mansion-to-be, and the latter, a 
modernist palace filled with glass and trees 
and a glorious pendulum. In the distance, 
I see the skyline of Annapolis, precise 
and toy-like, reflecting a maritime and 
Colonial past to which neither I nor these 
books are directly linked (although surely 
the influence of the books helped build 
this city). I have been immersed in this 
world for three years, and it starts to make 
sense to me as a unified place. The peculiar 

sense of St. John’s in this particular city, 
Annapolis, will forever be wound up in my 
mind with the task of liberal education.

The spirit of place at St. John’s—bifur-
cated between colonial and modernist 
in architecture, ancient and modern 
in books—inspired me to think about 
architecture as a career after St. John’s. 
Luckily for me, our own Greenfield 
Library was designed by a Johnnie, Travis 
Price (SF71). I got in touch with him 
about a possible internship at his practice 
in Washington, D.C., but also was invited 
to work on his incredible project, Spirit 
of Place/Spirit of Design at Catholic 
University. Each year, Price and a group 
of architecture students research and 
architecturally reinterpret the myth and 
history of a remote culture. Before I knew 
it, during the summer after my sopho-

more year, I was helping to define and 
reinterpret spirit of place on an expedi-
tion to Inishturk Island in County Mayo, 
Ireland.

A look at a satellite image of Inishturk 
Island exposes its birth as a single geologi-
cal moment, a violent springing forth from 
the sea. Located off the western coast of 
Ireland, Inishturk is green and fierce, with 
cliffs as sharp and craggy as the meanest 
thing someone ever said to you. The bed-
rock of the island mostly runs in a single di-
rection. It is a treacherous and magnificent 
landscape. Only about 40 brave souls live 
on the island. They are proud, stalwart, 
and above all, mischievous and loving.

The monument was inspired by a story 
told by the Inishturkers, the tale of the 
tongs. When someone left the island for 
a long time on a treacherous coffin boat, 

The Structure of Spirit
by Laura Bartram (A15)
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uncertain of any future return, he would 
leave his tongs with a bit of burning peat 
from his abandoned hearth at the fireplace 
of a family member who remained on the 
island. If the person ever returned, he 
would go to the family’s hearth and grab a 
coal with the tongs to take back to his fire. 
In this way, their fires never stopped burn-
ing; their spirits never left the island.

Our building—designed by Price and his 
students—made the invisible parts of this 
story visible. First of all, the monument 
sits above The Common, a particularly 
sacred place on the island that has been 
variously inhabited since 5000 BCE. 

Other than the one pub, it is the natural 
place to gather. The center structure is a 
rectangular building made of steel, glass, 
and local limestone, which protects the 
firepit within. The glass walls allow for 
protection from the biting wind without 
compromising the look of the hillside, but 
the engineered steel roof allows the smoke 
from the fire to exit the room. The steel 
columns that support the building curve 
like a pair of tongs.

Surrounding the building are a number 
of stone and glass walls, which appear to be 
drawn toward the center structure. These 

walls represent the clans of the island and 
their yearning to return. The glass walls 
are engraved with the names of the fami-
lies—Heanue, O’Toole, Faherty, and more. 
All the walls fall along the natural bedrock 
striation of the site and are made from 
local stone; to the eye from a distance, they 
blend in with the natural color palette, yet 
create a definite contrast between the crag-
gy bedrock and their squareness. The built 
world and the natural landscape weave in 
and out of each other in this creation.

We built the monument in nine blus-
tery, wet, sometimes muggy days. Much 
of the material was prefabricated, such 
as the steel, glass, and wall supports. But 
to build the stone walls, expert Inishturk-
bred stonemasons came to the tutelage 
of us inexperienced masons: the other 
student architects-in-training and I, a 
Johnnie, trying to mentally consult the 
Archimedean center of weight to build 
my best wall. We all paled before their 
skill, their way of pulling metamorphic 
shrapnel from a hillside mine and forming 
with their hammers something akin to 
the perfect brick. This interaction with 
brilliant craftsmen was half of our living 
education in the spirit of place.

Our oldest and most precious stories 
need the support of a place. When I 
struggle, for instance, in reading and un-
derstanding the papers of Maxwell that we 
study in junior laboratory, in imagining 

a field, I look around. The hatched grain 
of a wood floor in McDowell aids my mind 
in imagining the lines of force curling 
through space. The bare steel beams in 
the fishbowl in Mellon contain a space. I 
might superimpose a wood grain through 
the emptiness of the ceiling and be able to 
imagine a field filling space.

I have spent time in new buildings think-
ing old thoughts. And I have spent time 
thinking new thoughts in buildings older 
than the United States. I have found that 
each supports the other. At St. John’s, I 
have felt lucky to be habituated to a way of 
seeing and thinking that does not preclude 
seeing an old idea in a new place. Our two 
beautiful examples of old and new archi-
tecture have helped me to become a more 
versatile thinker and careful looker. As 
buildings begin to look more and more the 
same around the world, however, some old 
ideas get swallowed up. As building materi-
als and practices become more homog-
enized worldwide, the past’s appearance 
risks dissolution.

Do our stories fit in modern design? 
In monuments like Price’s, or here at St. 
John’s, we see the spirit of our stories, 
our past, and our landscape embodied 
without excess. The elegance of the form 
and the elegance of the story mutually 
strengthen each other, creating architec-
ture with no age. 

The monument on Inishturk Island, Ireland was built in nine days.

Laura Bartram (A15), right, ponders spirit 
of place.
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Johnnie Women in Science

On a crisp November afternoon, 
23 Annapolis students —fresh-
men through seniors—gathered 
together in the private dining 
room in Randall Hall for a panel 
discussion with four St. John’s 
alumni who work in science. 
Sponsored by the Career Services 
Office, the “Women in Science” 
panel featured these scientists:

Meredith Bohannon (A03), 
who recently completed her PhD 
in the marine, estuarine, and 
environmental sciences gradu-
ate program at the University of 
Maryland.

Rachel Dudik (A02), an astro-
physicist at the United States 
Naval Observatory who earned 
her master’s in applied and 
engineering physics and her PhD 
in astrophysics at George Mason 
University.

Cara Gormally (A02), an assis-
tant professor in biology at Gal-
laudet University who earned her 
doctorate in plant biology from 
the University of Georgia.

Elisabeth McClure (A08), a PhD 
candidate in Georgetown Univer-
sity’s Department of Psychology, 
where her current research exam-
ines the emotional engagement of 
very young children during screen-
mediated social interactions.

The Career Services Office 
hosts alumni panels throughout 
the year, but this was the first 
time the group was exclusively 
comprised of women. “You 
always hear that Johnnies can 
do anything after St. John’s, 
but it’s different to actually see 
it,” says Jenna Alton (A16). “It 
was inspiring to meet so many 
Johnnie women in science, who 
exhibit such passion about what 
they do.”

In addition to sharing knowl-
edge about their respective 
fields, the alumnae discussed the 
process of applying to graduate 
school and the value of intern-
ships. Three of the panelists 
have sponsored Hodson Interns; 
they know what a great resource 
Johnnies can be in their labs. 
“I continue to be impressed 
with the opportunities that are 
available for Johnnies, especially 
the Hodson Internship,” says 
Gormally. “Taking the time to do 
an internship is critical, and the 
Hodson really lets students follow 
their interests.”
—Jaime Dunn, director of Career 
Services, Annapolis

Homecoming 2015
Santa Fe 
September 18-20

Annapolis  
September 25-27

s a v e  t h e  d a t e

Homecoming is a time to reunite and reconnect with friends, 
classmates, and the college community. Both campuses will 
offer a wide variety of activities, including seminars, dancing, 
career networking events, and the Alumni Association Awards 
Banquet that will make your return to St. John’s fun and 
memorable. And remember: Homecoming is family friendly 
with fun activities offered for all of our future Johnnies, too. 
So bring the whole family. Please join us and your classmates 
as we celebrate St. John’s College.

Sarah Palacios and Leo Pickens,  
directors of Alumni Relations

For more information:  
http://alumni.stjohnscollege.edu.  
Click on “Homecoming”

Annapolis Alumni Office 
410-626-2531 
Annapolis.Alumni@sjc.edu 

Santa Fe Alumni Office
505-984-6103
SantaFe.Alumni@sjc.edu
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“ During my time as the Alumni Association president, I’ve 
met many alumni who are passionate about their education 
at St. John’s and want to make sure it continues to survive 
and thrive—but they don’t always know how to help make 
this happen. The Alumni Leadership Forum is a great place 
to plug into a community that is moving the college forward 
and a great event for alumni to network with each other. Over 
the first five years, I’ve seen ALF start to come into its own. 
If you’ve been before, it’s time to come back and see how it’s 
matured. If you’ve never been, we’d love you to join us.”

Alumni Association Board President Phelosha Collaros (SF00)

Thirsting to return to the seminar 
table? Piraeus, a continuing 
education program just for alumni, 
is offered several times each year 
on each campus. 

In Annapolis on May 28-31, tutors 
Tom May and David Townsend 
will lead seminars on Thoreau’s 
Walden and Civil Disobedience. 
Tutors Eva Brann (H89) and Lise 
van Boxel will lead seminars 
on selections from Aristotle’s 
Nicomachean Ethics and a recent 
book by Sherry Turkle, Alone 
Together: Why We Expect More 
from Technology and Less from 
Each Other.  

In Santa Fe on June 7-12, tutors 
Michael Wolfe and Patricia Greer 
will lead seminars on the poetry 
of Rumi.

Recent alumni (2004-2014) 
receive a 50% discount on tuition. 
On-campus housing is available.

Register online: http://
community.stjohnscollege.edu/
piraeus?chid=32

Sharing the “St. John’s Approach”
Unlike many graduates who wait 
for years to get involved in their 
colleges, Johnnies can become en-
gaged in alumni concerns within 
a month of graduating, at the 
Alumni Leadership Forum (ALF).

Offering two days filled with 
seminars and sessions for alumni 
of all years, ALF has become a 
signature event of the St. John’s 
College Alumni Association. It’s 
a welcome way for alumni to stay 
connected with the college at a 
time when many question the 
value of the liberal arts and the 
method of learning at St. John’s.

“As a professor teaching at an-
other university, I found that the 
work done in one class seemed an 
isolated endeavor, and the lessons 
learned by students were often 
quickly forgotten,” says Brenna 
Strauss (SF04), a post-doctoral 

fellow at Boston College’s Depart-
ment of Political Science who is 
one of two co-chairs for the ALF 
Working Group. “The education 
at St. John’s, in contrast, is a 
whole; the questions raised in one 
class are addressed and reframed 
in many others. By helping orga-
nize ALF, I hope to remind us of 
the unique worth of the St. John’s 
approach and to help alumni use 
their talents and resources to 
ensure its longevity and health.”

Beyond the workshops and 
seminars, ALF participants have 
plenty of opportunities to catch up 
with each other and meet alumni 
from other classes. A highlight of 
the event is the Alumni Awards 
Banquet, held on the second 
evening, when the Association 
presents the ALFie—or Volunteer 
Service Award—in recognition of 
leadership in the alumni commu-
nity. The 2014 ALFie recipients 
made innovative improvements. 
Christopher Denny (A93) of Fresh 
Meadows, New York, helped 
to develop a model for alumni 
chapters’ high school seminar 
programs. Michael Sullivan (A07) 
of Indianapolis established the St. 
John’s College Alumni Association 
Internet Chapter. Gloria McGillen 
(SF12) of Boston, Massachusetts, 
helped to create the Class Agent 
Program handbook and the first 
networking groups for class 

chairs. Many other alumni were 
nominated for their work as class 
chairs or with Career Services and 
Admissions.

To acknowledge the 50th an-
niversary of the founding of the 
Santa Fe campus, seminar read-
ings and tutorials at the 2015 ALF 
will be selected from the Chinese 
and Indian traditions of the East-
ern Classics Program. “We [tried] 
to choose readings that draw out 
the themes of service, devotion, 
integrity, and education,” said 
Briana Saussy (A03, EC05), of San 
Antonio, Texas, who volunteers 
in the ALF Working Group. “It 
turns out that the Gita is an excel-
lent piece to read when thinking 
about service in particular, and 
Confucius was very concerned 
with education.”

The next Alumni Leadership 
Forum occurs from June 5-7, 2015, 
on the Santa Fe campus.

—Babak Zarin (A11)

Who are your Alumni Association leaders? To see the current  

list of the St. John’s College Alumni Association officers, 

directors, and representatives as well as the volunteer  

Alumni Association working groups, visit:  

http://community.stjohnscollege.edu/page.aspx?pid=403h
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Like the oral history project led by Santa Fe 
tutor Claudia Hauer, the display project  
highlights the people and events that have 
helped to define the founding and develop-
ment of the Santa Fe campus. Created by 
Meem Library and Communications staff, 
the display project consists of a series of self-
standing storyboards that illustrate aspects  
of the Santa Fe campus’s history. The story-
boards are located in a number of buildings 
throughout the campus. 

“All of us have seen photos of the early 
years hanging in various places around 

campus, but we don’t really know the stories 
behind those photos,” says Meem Library 
Director Jennifer Sprague. “These projects 
are bringing those stories to life, honoring 
the people who had the courage and vision 
to participate in the founding of the Santa Fe 
campus, while also capturing the personali-
ties that have made this such a vibrant com-
munity throughout our fifty years. And just as 
importantly, these projects serve as a way to 
spark a conversation about what we have been 
doing and will continue to do at the college.”
—Susan Kaplan

Bringing Santa Fe  
History to Life

Architect John Gaw Meem 
(left) and Richard Weigle 
survey the land donated by 
the Meem family to establish 
the Santa Fe campus, 1963.
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“To my mind, potters fall into two main catego-

ries: those who are fascinated by the fire and 

those who love to have their hands in the mud. 

I always loved playing in the mud, from the 

time I was a little girl. My mother, who was a 

painter, told a story of when I was about three 

years old, playing outside in the sun after a 

rainstorm. As she watched me standing in a 

mud puddle with the sleeves of my sweater 

hanging out of my jacket, I dipped my sleeves 

in the muddy water and swung my arms in an 

arc, watching the sun sparkling on the flying 

droplets. Mud was always an attraction! I am 

inspired by the creativity of others, shapes I 

see in nature, and ideas of how things might 

be used to make day-to-day experiences more 

beautiful—your morning bowl of cereal or cup 

of coffee, a vessel for flowers on your table, or 

a colander for washing fresh berries. For col-

ors, I tend to choose shades of blue and green 

with occasional red and black or even honey, 

depending on the purpose of the piece.”

—Eleanor Peters

Eleanor Peters, wife of Michael Peters, president, St. John’s 

College, Santa Fe, is a potter in Santa Fe. She works in the St. 

John’s College ceramics studio. “I started taking classes in 

the early 1970s, when my husband was in graduate school in 

Seattle. One class a week at the local rec center turned into 

two, and soon my husband bought me a wheel of my own.”  

Peters has worked in a variety of studios over the years, with 

different types of clay, mainly stoneware and porcelain. She 

usually throws on a wheel but enjoys hand-building as well. 

Peters creates mostly functional ware, including platters and 

coasters. She glazes by dipping, often applying a second 

color along one side of the vessel.
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