


ON EINSTEIN 

t isn't always easy to get alumni out for a chapter event in the dead of 

winter, particularly right after the holidays. So imagine tutor Sam Kuder's 

delight when the Annapolis chapter drew about 25 participants to a 

Saturday morning seminar he was leading on Einstein a week after 

New Year's. Annapolis Johnnies aren't the only ones eager to talk about 

Einstein and his special theory of relativity during the centennial of 

Einstein's anna mirabilis. Several chapters have seminars planned. 

In this issue of The College, tutors and alumni describe working through the 

paper as one of the most remarkable experiences they've had at the college-one 

that stays with them long after they've moved on to other pursuits. 

Who isn't familiar with Einstein's struggles in his early education? Born in 1879 

to middle-class German parents Hermann and Pauline Einstein, young Albert 

frustrated his parents and teachers. His penchant for daydreaming and dislike of 

rote memorization are well known, but popular lore mistakenly brands him as a 

poor student. At the Institute ofTechnologyin Zurich, he preferred independent 

research to the lecture hall. 
When he couldn't find an academic job after graduation, he landed at the Swiss 

Patent Office in Bern. His undemanding day job gave him the freedom to think. And 

his 1905 paper gave him instant fame-something Einstein accepted graciously, but 

would gladly have done without. He was more fond of his violin, his sailboat, and his 

work. 
His unhappy first marriage to fellow physics student Mil eva Marie ended in 

divorce. Einstein later married his cousin Elsa, who proved the cheerful hostess and 

efficient helpmate Einstein failed to find in his first marriage. He had two sons by 

Marie and a daughter born before their marriage who may have been given up for 

adoption. He was fond of Elsa's two daughters, who provided great companionship 

in his later years. 
A life long pacifist, Einstein nevertheless decried the Nazis' rise to power and the 

world's failure to stop Hitler earlier. His famous letter to Roosevelt warning that 

Germany was likely building a bomb urged that the U.S. move quickly to develop 

atomic weapons. He later regretted this and became a proponent of nuclear 

disarmament. He died in Princeton, N.J., in 1955, after insisting that his office 

at the Institute for Advanced Studies not be preserved, but made available for 

someone else. 

In his essay "The World as I See It," published in 1931, Einstein described himself 

as a "lone traveler." "The ideals that have lighted my way, and time after time have 

given me new courage to face life cheerfully, have been Kindness, Beauty, and 

Truth. Without the sense of kinship with men of like mind, without the occupation 

with the objective world, the eternally unattainable in the field of art and scientific 

endeavors, life would have seemed empty to me," he wrote. 
- Rll 
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A NEW PRESIDENT IN SANTA FE 
St. fohns Finds a Leader at the Council on Foreign Relations 

BY JOHN HARTNETT 

At first glance, it wouldn't 
appear that St. John's College 
(goo students on two campuses) 
and the United States Military 
Academy (4 ,000 cadets) have a 
great deal in common. But 
Michael Peters, a West Point 
graduate and the new president 
of the Santa Fe campus, sees 
striking similarities ben-vccn 
the two institutions. 

Both colleges are founded on 
principles and missions, and both 
have a clear sense of their own 
unique identities. Most impor
tant, says Peters, St. John's and 
West Point are among the few 
colleges still concerned with 
developing the moral character 
of their students. 

"St. John's and West Point 
both believe you can define what 
a virtuous life is and what a 
person of honor is. Both colleges 
believe that through exploration 
and thought and interchange a 
student can come to understand 
what it means to be virtuous, 
honorable, and a person of 
integrity," he explains. 

Along with experience in 
administration and international 
affairs, Peters brings to his new 
position a deep appreciation for 
the ancient world, rooted in his 
early life as the son of a military 
officeT. His father was stationed 
in Ankara, Turkey, giving the 
cmious teen the perfect home 
base to explore the great sites 
of the ancient world. 

"My first two years in high 
school, I traveled all over 
Turkey,Cyprus,andthe 
Mediterranean," he says. "It 
really solidified my interest in 
history. So many of the classics 
we read at St. John's are set in 
places vivid in my memories. 
I've been to Ephesues, Izmir, 
Iskenderun, Athens, and 
Cyprus. I remember walking 
through the Cilician Gate where 
Alexander marched his army to 
meet the Persians. As a teen, it 
was an incredible experience." 

Both approach that goal the 
same way: "The instructors at 
West Point give the cadets a 
model of what it means to be a 
good officer. Similarly, the 
tutors at St. John's give stu-

ALONG WITH MANAGEMENT EXPERIENCE, MICHAEL PETERS BRINGS AN 

INTERNATIONAL VIEW TO ST. JoHN ' S COLLEGE. 

Retracing Alexander's route 
kindled a passion for history 
that led Peters to follow in his 
own father's footsteps. After 
high school, he entered the U.S. 
Military Academy at West Point. 
In 1968, he graduated and was 
commissioned an officer in the 
Army, taking command of a 

dents a model for learning what it means to be a virtuous person 
and a good citizen," Peters says. 

On November II, 2004, the college's Board ofVisitors and 
Governors chose Peters to serve as the sixth president of the 
college's Santa Fe campus , bringing to a close a 16-month search 
to replace former president John Balkcom (SFGioo). Peters took 
office January 17, just in time to preside over the January fresh
man convocation. Prior to joining the college, the retired Army 
colonel had served as executive vice president of the Council on 
Foreign Relations in New York. A nonpartisan, foreign policy
oriented membership organization, research center, and publish
er, the Council provides programs (over 300 a year) and services 
to ;},ooo members around the world and the general public. 
It also publishes Foreign Affairs magazine and books on interna
tional affairs and foreign policy. 

tank platoon in Vietnam. 
After his tour ended, Peters earned a master's in economics 

from the University ofWashington, then returned to West Point 
to teach economics. "At that time every junior had to take the 
economics course. I had IS instructors including the head of my 
department working for me. I was a captain at the time and had a 
full colonel teaching for me," says Peters. 

After teaching at \Vest Point, Peters studied Russian then 
served as a Soviet military attache at the American embassy in 
Moscow. Living and working in that city at the height of the Cold 
War was "a true adventure in every sense oftheword," he 
recalls. Ronald Reagan had just begun his first term as president, 
and U.S. -Soviet relations were rocky. 

continued on p. 3 
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(continued) entailed managing the research arm of the 

"You could never leave the apartment 
without coming back with a story," says 
Peters. "There was the time I coasted into 
the gas station running on fumes. Even 
getting gas was always an adventure in 
Moscow. There were very few gas 
stations. The ones they did have were almost 
hidden-impossible to find. Once you found a 
station, you couldn't pay cash-you had to buy 
coupons from the state, give yom coupons to 
the attendant, then wait for the person to set 
the pump for the amount of gas you were 

"The experience 
really convinced me 
that St. Johns was 
a place I would lzke 

to be part if." 

Council. His experience supervising 
scholars and researchers at the council will 
make him feel "right at home with the 
faculty and students of St. John's," he says. 

Peters had been aware of St. John's 
College for many years . After the executive 
search firm contacted him to gauge his 
interest in the position, he took a trip to 
Annapolis to visit classes. He was impressed 
by what he saw and heard. 

MICHAEL PE'I'ERS, SANTA FE PRESIDENT "I sat in on a seminar on Aristotle, then 
Ptolemy in math tutorial, and a Greek class 
translating the Meno. The experience really 
convinced me that St. John's was a place I allowed to buy. In one instance I went to the 

window, my car on empty, and one of the coupons I had was torn on 
the corner. The woman refused to take it. I kept telling her how 
badly I needed the gas. I even had the torn corner and offeTed to 
tape it back on, but no matter how I pleaded, she still refused. 
Finally I crossed my fingers and coasted off to another station 
that did accept my coupon-even with the tear." 

PeteTs left Moscow for Berlin, wheTe he wmked as liaison 
officer to the Soviet Army in East Germany, to work as a 
conventional aTms negotiatm in Berlin. Later, during the 
buildup to the 1991 GulfWar, he led an elite Civil Mfairs 
Battalion in Saudi Arabia. He finished his militaTy career by 
returning to West Point- this time as an administrator. 

After retiring from the military with the rank of colonel, 
Peters went to work for the Council on Foreign Relations. 
During his nine years at the Council, Peters served as senior vice 
pTesident, chief operating of:ficeT, and director of studies, which 

MICHAEL P. PETERS 
At a Glance 

Education: B.S., engineering, United States Military Academy 
at West Point; M.A., economics, University ofWas~ington. 

Recent Experience: As executive vice pTesident, Council on 
Foreign Relations (2002-2004), seTved as the principal deputy 
for the council's president in all areas of operations. Directed 
the research arm of the council, supervising a staff of IOO, 
including 70 research fellows. For seven years (1995-2002), 
directed day-to-day operations of the council, including man
aging a budget of almost $30 million and a staff of over 200. 

At West Point: As chief of staff from1992-1995, directed day-to
day operations of the academy and led a community of over 
ro,ooo. Managed a $350 million operating budget. Directed a 
strategic review of the academy defining the mission and 
purpose of the institution for the 21st century. 

would like to be part of. The interaction between students and 
tutors, the commitment and enthusiasm of the students, and the 
respect that students have for one another, the tutors, and the 
books were all incredibly powerful. It convinced me to look 
seriously at the college and to find a way I could be part of the 
St. John's community," he says. 

It didn't hurt that in all their travels, Peters and his wife, 
Eleanor, found Santa Fe and the Southwest to be among the most 
beautiful places they have visited. They are particularly keen to 

attend the acclaimed Santa Fe opera-one of their new home
town's many cultural treasures-this summer. "Wherever Eleanor 
and I would go in the world, we tried to take advantage of the 
local operas . In Moscow, for example, we quickly found out it 
was best to go only to Russian operas. Once you've seen Madame 
Butteiflyin Russian, you'll never see h again," he says.~ 

Military Career: (Ig68-gs) Chief, Conventional Arms 
Negotiations: Principal adviser to the Secretary of the 
Army and the Chief of Staff, Army, on negotiation and 
implementation of treaties to reduce conventional arms 
in Europe. 

Commander, g6th Civil Mfairs Battalion (Airborne): led 
an elite, 200-person, special unit responsible fm working 
with local officials and populace in support of U.S. military . 
operations. Deployed to Saudi Arabia in the first month of 
Operation Desert Shield; coordinated Saudi support for 
the lo!-,ristical infrastructure required for the U.S. forces. 
Coordinated the initial restoration of government services in 
Panama following the removal of Manuel Noriega. 
Executive assistant, Office of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff. Soviet Foreign Area Officer. 
Assistant professor, United States Military Academy. 

Platoon leader, executive officer and Armored Cavalry Troop 
commander. 

Recent reading: Snow, by Orhan Pamuk, a novel set in Turkey. 
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GILLIAM HALL 

DEDICATION 

The newest dormitory on the 
Annapolis campus, Gilliam 
Hall was formally dedicated in 
a ceremony November rr. 
Family members ofJames H. 
Gilliam Jr., for whom the 
building is named, and trustees 
of The Hodson Trust, which 
provided most of the funding 
for the dormitory, attended the 
ceremony and toured Gilliam 
Hall afterward. 

Gilliam was a trustee of 
The Hodson Trust and vice 
president ofthe Beneficial 
Corporation in Wilmington, 
Del., until his unexpected 
death in the summer of 2003. 
An Mrican-American lawyer 

G 1 l 

and business executive, he was also a respected civic leader and 
philanthropist who believed in advancing opportunities for 
others, particularly in higher education. To honor Gilliam's 
memory, the first seven Mrican-American graduates of the 
college attended the ceremony. 

Long before he became a Hodson trustee, Gilliam came to 
know St. John's through his service as a director of the Beneficial 
Corporation. He was chairman of the Howard Hughes Medical 
Institute when the foundation gave St. John's its first grant, for 
$r million. "He was proud that we received it, and it showed," 
said Christopher Nelson, president of the Annapolis campus . 

The college is honored that the new dormitory will bear 
Gilliam's name, he added. "I came to admire Jim as someone 
who reflected the ideals of our community: he had a talent for 

thinking through problems and 
presenting solutions. He was 
humble and generous; he was 
someone who had achieved 
success in life and felt com-
pelled to share his blessings 
with others," Nelson said. 

LINDA GILLIAM (RIGHT) WITH 

CHRISTOPHER NELSON, AND HER 

DAUGHTERS ALEXIS AND LESLIE 

Finn M. W. Caspersen, chairman of The Hodson Trust, 
described Gilliam as an individual with attributes that Johnnies 
would particularly value. "He embodied good judgment. Even in 
difficult situations, he always had the right answers ." 

Daniel Russell (Aos) had two reasons to thank the Hodson 
Trust for its generous support of the college: He lives in Gilliam 
Hall and has benefited from a Hodson-funded internship that 
allowed him to experience life in a public defender's office last 
summer. Russell praised the dorm's spacious common rooms, 
the full-size kitchen, and the views of College Creek and the lower 
playing field. But he also noted that the addition of the new 
dormitory has enhanced the character of the campus. 

"What used to be a dark and foreboding back campus has 
now become a much more lively area," he said. "Gilliam Hall 
has truly been a wonderful addition to the already wonderful 
St. John's College." 

Gilliam's widow, Linda Gilliam, also thanked The Hodson 
Trust and the St. John's College community for "this marvelous 
tribute to Jim." 

"With Gilliam Hall, his legacy lives on," she said. 
Work is already well under way on the second dormitory, to be 

built next to Gilliam Hall and available to students in January 
2006. With eight dormitories, the college will be able to house 
about 8o percent of its students on campus . .... 

FINN CASPERSEN, CHAIRMAN OF 

THE HoDsoN TRusT, PAID 

TRIBUTE TO JAMES H. GILLIAM JR. 
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THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN 
community services and 
mediation for many years; 
she's currently a trainer for the 
city's Children's Services 
Administration and involved 
in community service in 
Queens, N.Y. 

Gathered together for the 
happy occasion of dedicating 
Gilliam Hall, the first seven 
Mrican-American graduates 
of St. John's College had a lot 
of catching up to do. Many 
are retired now; some com
plained of slovving down just a 
little. Some are single, some 
married with children and 
grandchildren. 

Perhaps, since they were 
already vvilling to attend a col
lege in a segregated city and 
suffer the indignities associated 
with such injustice, they were 
remarkable people when they 
arrived here. Whether the 
college made a difference or 
not, one thing is clear: they are 
certainly remarkable people 
now. All went on to earn 
advanced degrees. In long and 
productive careers, they 
worked to improve the lives of 
others through education, 
advocacy, and education. 

Groundbrcaker Martin Dyer 
(class ohg52) capped a 30-year 
career in public service with 
another decade as a fair
housipg advocate. He's still 
active as a consultant to the 
Greater Baltimore Community 
Housing Resource Board, and 
serves on the college's Board of 
Visitors and Governors. 

Mtcr earning his master's in 
clinical social work, Everett 
Wilson (class ofrgs6) also went 
into public service: 33 years 
helping youth in the state of 
Maryland's Alcohol and Drug 
Abuse Administration. Now, he 
counsels kids struggling with 
Attention Deficit Disorder. 

Leo L. Simms (class of 
rgs6)has retired from the 
business career he launched 
after earning his MBA from 
Boston College, but he 
stays active in his church in 
Chelmsford, Mass. Mter 
graduation , he served in the 

Air Force, studied to become a 
Russian translator, and worked 
for the National Security 
Administration during the 
height of the Cold War. 

It's the retired life , too, for 
Joan Cole (class ofr957), the 
first African-American woman 

Jerry Hynson (class ofrgsg) 
has more time for genealogy 
and research now that he's 
retired from a long career in 
Baltimore schools, where he 

THE PIONEERS: FROM LEFT TO RIGHT (BOTTOM): JOAN COLE, MARTIN 

DYER, CAROLYN BAKER BRoWN. TOP: EvERETT WILsoN, LEo L. SIMMs, 

CHARLOTTE KING, JERRY HYNSON. 

':After the 
jirJt semeste~; 

I knew this was 
the place for me. " 

}ERRY HYNSON (CLASS OF I959) 

to attend the college. She takes 
the trips she has dreamed of 
during a long and successful 
career in the New York Public 
Library system, where as a 
regional manager, she super
vised 20 branch libraries. 
''I'm so glad I can read during 
the daytime," she says. 

Carolyn Baker Brown (class 
ofrgs8) , another New Yorker, 
earned her master's in social 
work and has worked in 

was a teacher, then assistant 
principal. His published works 
on Mrican-American history in 
Maryland have covered topics 
including runaway slaves 
and freed African-Americans 
before the Civil War. Charlotte 
King (class ofrgsg) was 
another graduate to spend 
her life in public service as 
a clinical therapist, social 
worker, and social services 
administrator. 

It wasn't easy to be pioneers 
in Annapolis before Brown V. 
Board of Education made 
segregated schools illegal. 
Martin Dyer came to Annapolis 
in rg48 and found the college 
much more welcoming than 
the greater Annapolis commu
nity. The Little Campus Inn on 
Maryland Avenue may have 
been an off-campus haven for a 
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generations ofJohnnies, but 
Dyer was never able to venture 
inside. Wilson remembers he 
couldn't try on a suit in a down
town clothing store. And King 
was turned away from a church 
in downtown Annapolis , told 
that she would find a more 
welcoming congregation in 
another part of town. 

"At St. John's, I was just 
another student," Dyer says. 

"Mter the first semester," 
says Hynson, "I knew this was 
the place for me." 

Joan Cole, the librarian, 
never regretted her decision 
to attend the college-even 
though she remembers her 
name was left out of the 
program of a King Williams 
Players production for which 
she had made costumes. Her 
life-long love affair ·with books 
was nurtured here, and she 
enjoyed the poetry group in 
which she participated. "I 
found the education I was 
expecting here," Cole says. 

Each of the graduates has 
remained keenly interested in 
St. John's after some five 
decades away from Annapolis. 
Their attachment was demon
strated by their eagerness to 
attend the ceremony and 
their ongoing support of the 
college's efforts to recruit 
Mrican-American students, 
helping the college find new 
ways to tell minority students 
about St. John's. As Wilson 
says, many Johnnies find out 
about the college through 
word-of-mouth, often from a 
relative or friend who attended 
the college. 

"Our job as alumni is to 
get the word out-through 
churches, sororities, commu
nities, anywaywe can-that 
St. John's provides an educa
tion for a lifetime," he says. 
There may be no better 
evidence of that than these 
seven alumni ..... 

- RosEMARY HARTY 
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MAcGYVER MEETS 

THE JOHNNIES 
The St. John~ Story, Redux 

Quick CUTS of 4-5 students & 
2 tutors as they open books 
and begin reading in various 
locations: dorm rooms, library, 
etc. Possible FLASH CUTS of 
author's names, Hegel, Plato, 
etc. CUT to villainous East 
German spies racing up 
McDowell Hall stairs. CUT to 
MacGyver hastily assembling 
rocket out of seminar chair, 
shoestrings, and Coffee Shop 
French fry grease. He shoots up 
stairs to Bell Tower, rappels to 
safety FADE OUT 

for many years on the college's 
Board ofVisitors and Gover
nors, Zlotoffknewwell how 
the college struggles to 
explain itself to its various 
audiences . Last year, he 
proposed a new movie proj ect 
to the board. Shooting took 
place in Santa Fe and 
Annapolis last fall. Now, 
Zlotoff is supervising the 
editing of more than 70 hours 
of videotape into a series of 
short videos that the college 
can show at college fairs, 

LEE ZLOTOFF CHECKS OUT THE VIEW FROM BEHIND THE CAMERA. 

It's fun to imagine what the 
St. fohn's Story- the campy 
student recruitment film made 
more than 50 years ago-could 
become in the hands of Lee 
David Zlotoff (A74), the 
creator of the popular TV hero 
Angus MacGyver. Zlotoff, 
who has enjoyed a career 
as a screenwriter and 
director since graduation, 
volunteered his time and 
expertise to write and direct 
a promotional video for the 
college- the first since a 
second movie was produced in 
the early Ig6os . After serving 

use as presentations to 
potential donors, and post to 
the college's Web site. 

Unlike past films that have 
tried to re-create seminar 
discussions, Zlotoff's project 
starts with tutors and students 

"I thought this 
was something 

that needed 
doing." 

LEE DAVID ZLOTOFF (A?4) 

preparing for seminar. The 
bells ring, and students walk 
into the classroom. It ends · 
when the opening question is 
posed. Interspersed in the 
basic narrative structure are 
interviews with students, 
tutors, and alumni; scenes 
of campus life and student 
activities; and environmental 
shots showing off the beauty of 
Santa Fe and Annapolis. 

All told, Zlotoffhas 
already spent months on 
the project, which he 
describes as a labor oflove. 
He ate in the dining halls 
and coffee shops on both 
campuses, hung out with stu
dents in downtown Santa Fe or 
Annapolis, and talked with 
tutors. He enjoyed reliving his 
own student days through the 
eyes of a younger generation. 

"It was great fun to do 
and a remarkably insightful 
process," he says. "At 
St. John's, everybody does 
the same thing and in certain 
ways gets the same sort of 
thing; in another way it's 

TUTOR NICK MAISTRELLIS LED A 

MOCK TUTORIAL FOR THE NEW 

ST. JoHN's VIDEO. 
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totally individual. If I had to 
title the experience it would 
have been 'Chasing the 
Paradox.' We tell students 
what to study but we don't tell 
them what to think. It's a small 
school, but in many ways, 
there is this amazing diversity 
of opinions and suppositions 
and life experiences that 
people bring to them." 

The college has remained 
basically the same since his 
student days, but Zlotoff 
has noticed some changes
particularly in the students. 
"When I was at the college, 
there were students who were 
at St. John's because they didn't 
fit in anywhere else . On both 
campuses today, I see a great 
deal of awareness on the part of 
the students about what the 
college is about and what 
they're looking for," he says. 

What took Zlotoff away from 
Hollywood to document life at 
St. John's? "The college could 
go out and hire someone to 
produce a video, but they 
wouldn't have had a clue how 
to do a film about St. John's," 
he explains. "I thought this 
was something that needed 
doing."-$-

- RosEMARY HARTY 
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''I'M READY FOR MY 

CLOSE-UP' MR. ZLOTOFF'' 

Natalie Rinn (A05) was enlisted for a starring role in Lee Zloto.ff's 
movie. Here's her account of life behind the camera. 

"Now throw down your book like you just can't make sense of it," 
directed Lee Zlotoff from behind the camera. 

So I did. And such was myweek, the week that the St. John's 
promotional film crew became extended-stay guests on campus and 
I became a movie star. 

It all happened by chance. I sat in the Mellon courtyard on a warm 
Sunday early in September. I was puzzling over a paper in the senior 
lab manual. A young man approached me as I was crinkling my brow 
looking over the reading. 

"Would you like to do a screen test?" he 
asked in a tone that lacked expectation. 

Happy to set aside my confusion for a 
moment and intrigued by the words ''screen 
test," I accepted his offer. I was sat down in 
front of a camera and answered questions 
posed by Lee. After spurting answers in 
response to his questions about "what is it like 
to be a Johnnie?" I was told I would be con
tacted within a week and was sent on my way. 

A week later, the call came. It was the young 
man, Jared Krause, the producer of the 
St. John's promotional film. He wanted to 
know ifl would be willing to be the subject of 
some scripted material for the film. 

Apparently the look of confusion I wore 
when Krause first spotted me was the type of 
authentic St. John's experience they wanted to 
be sure to include in the film . He told me that 
they needed images that would create a visual 

ST. JoHN's IN 

THE NEWS 

For those involved in the three 
days of shooting on the 
Annapolis campus, the Today 
Show segment on St. John's 
that aired December 30 might 
have seemed disappointing
after all there was no mention 
of great books, tutors, or semi
nars. A quick glimpse of tutor 
Peter Kalkavage leading a 
chorus, a seminar, a Waltz 
Party in the Great Hall, shots of 
crew on College Creek, and the 
story of a "tiny college next to 
the Nav~Academy"was over. 

But brief as it was, the 
story couldn't help but be good 
press for the college, and about 
6 million viewers watch this 
most popular of morning news 
programs. Roger Martin, 
president of Randolph-Macon 
College,hadspentasabbatic~ 

from his college in Ashland, 
Va., to find out what life is like 
for freshmen at St. John's. For 
the f~l semester, he attended 
seminars, rowed with the 
crew team, and got to know 
Johnnies. A Washington Post 
story on Martin's experiences 
caught the eye of an NBC 
producer, and a crew came to 
campus in mid-December. 

story of a student's preparation for seminar: sitting in various places 
on campus reading, conversing with fellow students, looking 
generally confused while paging through a reading. They thought I 
was a good candidate. Because they would capture these images with
out sound bites, the pressure to perform would be minimal. I agreed 
to his request and we arranged a date to do our first filming. 

The day arrived. I sat in a bath of synthetic light and rested on the 
quad while the production assistant applied makeup to my face. I felt 
I was experiencing the clashing of two worlds: The world of St. John's 
and the outside world that was straining to look in. Providing a 
vvindow of exposure into the Johnnie world felt unnatural at first. 
Could we, as props arranged to tell the Johnnie story, really commu
nicate the essence of the Johnny experience? I was told to assume 
my look of confusion as I sat in the quad and affectedly discussed a 
seminar reading with classmates. 

The lights glared, the camera rolled, and then, a funny thing 
happened. Under a tent of surveillance and heat, I embodied all too 
easily the confusion with which I was so well acquainted. Though the 

scenario was staged, my two classmates and I 
had so often been genuinely confused through
out our time at St. John's that to reproduce the 
appearance of confusion, even in a feigned 
discussion, was second nature. I then realized 
very little acting would be required in order for 
the film to communicate even a taste of true 
Johnnie life. 

Throughout the next week I spent several 
hours with Lee and his crew performing 
several takes of"seminar preparation." While 
the repetition of takes at times grew tedious, 
I was confident the finished product would 
convey to the world outside something true 
about our microcosmic haven. And I, for one, 
was more than happy to reproduce that truth 
under the lights. -$-

NATALIE RINN: A STAR IS BORN. 

Two observations on the 
experience: Students can sum
mon a mid-week Waltz Party on 
about a hour's notice. And stu
dents and tutors assembled for 
a mock seminar will have a seri
ous discussion on Thucydides 
that will go on long after the 
crew packs up ru1d leaves. 

NPR's WeekendEdition 
~so carried a short story on 
Martin's experiences at the 
college, as did more than 6o 
newspapers. (An. essay by 
Martin will run in a later 
edition of The College.) 

The college continues to 
attract attention from a 
perplexing assortment of 
media. In September, 

Cosmo GIRL! magazine 
included St. John's on its 
"first-ever guide to the so Best 
Colleges for CosmoGirls." 

Sometimes national press 
attention is just a passing men
tion, but in the right context, 
it's enough to make Johnnies 
swell with pride. An Atlantic 
Monthly article entitled "Who 
Needs Harvard?" an~yzed the 
competition to get into top 
schools and mentioned St. 
John's-in the company of col
leges such as Bryn Mawr, Notre 
Dame, and Oberlin- as "schools 
[that ru:e] not in the top twenty
five, yet may be only slightly 
less good than the elites." 

Now that's good press.-$-
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Other options: 
• Take part in online forums. }OHNNIES-R-Us 

A New Online Community for S]C 
Alumni Awaits Members 

• Submit alumni notes online. 
• Find out about college news, chapter events, and college-wide 

events. 
• Search for members by multiple criteria: e.g., campus, class year, 

location, occupation. (Please note that results will be limited until 
more alumni become members.) 

The college is pleased to unveil a new online community created to 
enable alumni to stay better connected to each other and to the 
college. The address is: http:/ /alunmi.stjohnscollege.edu. The page 
can also be reached by clicking Alumni on the college's home page: 
www.stjohnscollege.edu and following the link published there. 

• View class homepages and photo galleries. 

Shortly after launching a new Web site last year, the college also 
rolled out an online alumni register, but after a rough start never 
improved, the application was scrapped. The college chose 

Another improvement of the new sile is ease of registration: in most 
cases, alumni will not need to wait for approval from the Alumni offices 
in Santa Fe or Annapolis- it's automatic. Even when staff intervention 
is needed, action can usually be tal(en in one business day. Users can 
also select their own passwords. 

The college chose a membership-based application in order to 
restrict personal information to the alumni community and protect 
privacy. However, alumni can still access a slatic directmy-which the 
college will update periodically-that lists alumni, class year, city, 

Your Alumni. com to provide a broader range of services to alumni. 
The site does require registration to take full advantage of its 

features, but alumni can still choose to hide all or some of their 
personal information from public view. Register as a member, and you 
can view the personal listings of all alumni who have also registered. 
Alumni can add much more information than has been provided in 
the paper directory, last published in 200I. There is space to add 
occupation, employer, graduate school, birthday, and other informa
tion such as career changes, moves , books read or written, and births of 
children. Johnnies can post their own photos and create a gallery of 
their children, new home, pets, or vacation to Greece. 

and slate. While this information is oflimited use, it's the member 
directory that should be genuinely useful in creating a community. 
All it needs is members. 

MISTAKEN NoTIONS 

The story of Martin A. Dyer's being recruited 
as the first Mrican-American student to 
attend St . John's College, ofhis graduating in 
I952, and of his now joining the Board ofVisi
tors and Governors, is inspiring. Mter all, 
Brown v. Board of Education was not decided 
until I954· When I arrived in Annapolis as a 
freshman in I956, African-An1ericans were 
still second-class citizens in Maryland. 
The story of Martin A. Dyer reflects well 
on St. John's College, on the students who 
persuaded the college to agmit [him], and on 
Mr. Dyer himself. 

The college's "diversity initiative," by con
trast, is consistent neither with the mission of 
St. John's College nm·with the achievements 
ofMr. Dyer. Defending the "diversity initia
tive," nonetheless , Mr. Dyer asserts in his 
recent letter (Fall2004) that the college 
should make a determined effort to recruit 
more minority students, "because seminars 
and classes achieve greater profundity and 
richness when students of different races, eth
nicities, and backgrounds bring their life 
experiences and individual perspectives into 
the conversation." 

I must disagTee. To remain politely silent 
would show respect neither for the college 
nor for Mr. Dyer. To remain silent would trivi-

Contact the Alumni offices with any concerns or questions about 
the site: in Santa Fe, Roxanne Seagraves at 505-984-6Io3 or alum
ni@sjcsf.edu; in Annappolis, JoAnn Mattson at 4m-626-253I, or 
alumni@sjca.edu. -t-

{LETTERS} 

alize the great books program, and it would 
patronize Mr. Dyer. St. John's College exists 
because, as its motto suggests, boys of all 
sorts are equally capable ofbecoming men by 
a single device, namely, by means of books 
and balances. The Program Telles on books, 
not on the alleged broadening effects of a 
multi-cultural mi'< of students. Nor was Mr. 
Dyer himself recruited to St. John's College in 
order to provide his fellow-students with his 
race-peculiar contributions. Such a sugges
tion is repellant. Mr. Dyer was recruited 
because the students at St. John's at that time 
found the then-prevalent rules of racial dis
crimination offensive. This was precisely 
because they believed that all men are funda
mentally the same, not that they are differ
ent ... 

Mr. Dyer cannot and does not appeal now 
to what all men have in common, however. In 
departing from that premise, he departs from 
the foundation on which St. John's College 
stands. Mr. DyeT relies, instead, on the prem
ise that different "life experiences" will some
how enrich the college's seminaTs. Is this an 
empirical claim or is it a tautology? I assume 
that Mr. Dyer means it to be an empirical 
claim. If so, he must present proof. Unfortu
nately, no proof is possible. Neither Mr. Dyer 
nor anyone else can present evidence of any-
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thing profound that any Asian or Irish-Ameri
can or Je,vish or African-American student 
has said in a St. John's College seminar that 
flowed from his or her "race, ethnicity, or 
background." My own fellow-students 
advanced our conversations by giving evi
dence of close reading and good logic. My 
fellow-students ' racial and ethnic character
istics made no discernible contribution to 
their being able to read and think well ... 

Mr. Dyer is a remaTkable man, and I am 
like other Johnnies in respecting his 
achievements and in tiling pride in him 
and in his story ... . All men and women are 
educable "l.vithout regard to the peculiarities 
of their ethnic and racial backgrounds. It is 
not our fellow-students' peculiarities that 
are the teachers at St. John's College . It is 
the great books that are our teachers. 

MARY CAMPBELL GALLAGHER, 

CLASS OF Ig6o 

The College welcomes letters. Letters may 
be edited for clarity and/ or length. Please 
address letters to: The College Magazine, 
St. John's College, Box 28oo, Annapolis 
MD 2I4o4. Letters can also be sent via 
e-mail to: rosemary.harty@sjca.edu. 
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TRAINING DAY 

MELLON GR.ANT 

SuPPORTS FACULTY 

A $soo,ooo grant from The 
Andrew W. Mellon Founda
tion will allow St. John's Col
lege to raise faculty salaTies 
and provide funds for faculty 
study groups on both the 
Annapolis and Santa Fe 
campuses. 

One of the college's most 
important strategic goals is 
to bring its faculty salaries 
closer to the mid-range of 

comparable liberal arts col
leges. Attracting and retain
ing exceptional faculty, and 
compensating them fairly in 
cities with a high cost ofliv
ing, are key to preserving the 
college's discussion-based 
education program and small 
classes. 

Almost important as 
improved compensation is 
the need to provide faculty 

EARLY LAST FALL, 2I NEW RECRUITS-MOST OF THEM FRESHMEN

COMPLETED THEIR FIELD CERTIFICATION FOR THE ST. JoHN'S COLLEGE 

SEARCH AND RESCUE TEAM WITH A SIMULATED SEARCH MISSION ON 

DECEPTION PEAK IN THE SANTA FE SKI BASIN. THE NEWBIES MADE THE 

CLIMB TO I2,000 FEET AND COMPLETED FIELD NAVIGATION , BACKCOUNTRY 

SKILLS, AND SEARCH TECHNIQUE TRAINING TO BECOME FIELD CERTIFIED 

AND EARN THE NICKNAME "GROUND-POUNDER." WITH MORE R E CRUITS 

THIS YEAR THAN EVER, THE COLLEGE TEAM CAN NOW FIELD MULTIPLE 

TEAMS OF VOLUNTEERS. LEFT, ANABELLAASPIRAS (SF08) OF 

WASHINGTON D.C., CAN NOW USE A TRIANGULATION MAP AND COMPASS 

TO FIND HER WAY IN THE MOUNTAINS. ABOVE, NATE OESCH AND 

RYAN GREENDYK (BOTH SF08) DO PUSH-UPS AT THE TRAILHEAD. 

with continuing opportuni
ties to deepen their own 
knowledge ofthe subjects 
they are teaching. Funds for 
study groups mll support 
faculty members who plan 
and organize the material for 
the sessions, and compensate 
faculty for the additional 
time they spend in such 
groups . In the past, study 
groups at St. John's have 
included topics such 
as Apollonius' classical 
geometry, advanced reading 
in ancient Greek, and the 
poems ofWallace Stevens. 

"This generous funding 
from the Mellon Foundation 
for faculty salaries and 
faculty development mll 
allow the college to demon
strate to our tutors and our 
students, as well as to the 
college community as a 
whole, the value we place 
on our faculty and the 
commitment we have made 
to them for the future," 
said Christopher Nelson, 
president of the Annapolis 
campus. -t-
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RINGING A BELL FOR ST. JOHN~ s 

ell-ringers were all over town in Santa Fe last 
December, but bell ringers of a different kind
without the Santa Claus suits and red kettles-were 
also making appeals from Weigle Hall at St. John's 
College. Telephones rung in homes across the 
country as students participated in a phonathon 

for the college's Annual Fund. 
The Annual Fund helps pay for tutors' salaries, health and 

counseling services, admissions, athletics, and campus 
maintenance and, perhaps most vital to the group making the 
phone calls, student financial aid. Thition meets just 70 percent 
of the cost of educating students, and about 6o percent of the 
college's students receive financial aid. A gift of $roo to the 
Annual Fund has the same effect as $2ooo in the endowment, 

317 phone calls, and there was a lot of ringing: they raised $2,245 
in gifts and pledges . 

Tiffany Simons (SFo6), a phonathon veteran, gave an 
enthusiastic kickoff speech to first-timers . "Make sure alumni 
understand that gifts of any amount are greatly appreciated," she 
said. "If everyone on this list gave only five dollars, we'd be way 
above where we were last year in terms of alumni participation." 

Students say they get a great sense of pride in volunteering for 
phonathons. Some start out reluctantly, afraid to make a phone 
call to a stranger and reluctant to disturb a quiet evening to ask 
for money. But when they secure their first gift, they beam. 
Melinda Miller-Klopfer (SFo7) has worked several phonathons, 
and each time she riffles through the list of potential donors to 
find alumni in California. She, too, is from California and taps 

since the college draws a s% from the endow
ment every year for operating expenses. Gifts to 
the Annual Fund can be put to immediate use . 

Phonathons take place on both campuses 
toward the end ofthe calendar year, and again in 
the spring, as the college' s fiscal year comes to a 
close June 30. Alumni, students, and staff take 
part in the calling. To heighten the fun and 
foster a little gentle competition at the Santa Fe 
phonation, held on a blustery December 
evening, students had bells next to their phones 
that they could ring each time a call yielded a 
gift. The group of eight students together made 

'~ .. my St. ]ohn:S 
education is a 
g!ft-from my 

the \Vest Coast connection to establish a personal 
association with the alumni she calls. Some she 
has talked to several times, and even though they 
have never met, they catch up like old friends 
over the phone. Helping the college raise money, 
Miller-Klopfer says, strengthens her appreciation 
for St. John's. 

parents~ my tutor~ 
the financial azd 

• -11: " 0J~ce ... 
MELINDA MILLER-KLOPFER ( SF07) 

"After all," Miller-Klopfer says, "my St. John's 
education is a gift-from my parents, my tutors, 
the financial aid office. An education of any 
variety is a gift, but a St. John's education is a 
blessing as well ." "'$-

-ANDRA MAGURAN 

RINGING THE BELL: 

ZAcK BoRING ( sFo8) 

AND MELINDA MILLER

KLOPFER ( SF07) HIT THEIR 

BELLS TO SIGNAL A "'YES" 

IN RESPONSE TO THEIR 

ANNUAL FUND CALLS . 
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{PHILANTHROPIA} II 

REUNION CLASs LEADERS 

ohnnies like talking 
with other Johnnies. 
They get a chance 
to exchange ideas par
ticular to the college, 
and they understand 

what a genuine conversa
tion is. That's one reason many 
alumni accept an invitation 
from the Advancement offices 
in Annapolis and Santa Fe to 
serve as "reunion class lead
ers," joining Philanthropia 
volunteers in making alumni 
aware of their role in support
ing the college. When your job 
is to reconnect with members 
of your class to strengthen 
their ties to the college, it's 
more fun than work . 

Tapping everything from { 
nostalgia to technology, J 
reunion class leaders work at 
bringing the St. John's experience back 
to alumni who have gone on to other 
pursuits five to fifty years after leaving 
their campuses. "It's so easy to keep in 
touch with old Johnnie friends - which is 
why it's weird that a lot of them don't 
realize how important it is to give back to 
the school," says a new reunion class 
leader, Anna Christenbury (SFoo). 

One of the major goals of the volunteer 
effort is to increase awareness of the 
importance of the Annual Fund to the 
college and increase the number of 
alumni who make contributions. 
Gifts to the Annual Fund are vital to 
supporting the college's day-to-day 
operations . 

Often, serving as a class leader is the 
first time some alumni have had an 
opportunity to volunteer for the college. 
"We're fortunate to have reunion class 
leaders who are exceptionally enthusiastic 
and energetic," says Suzanne Thornton, 
advancement officer in Santa Fe. "Many 
of them find it extremely rewarding to be 
able to do something for the college." 

Increasing Alumni Involvement 

"I owe St. ]ohn:S a debt 
qf gratitude. It opened 
me up to appreciating 

the eloquence qf 
an zdea~ qf a well-

d " r~asone argument. 
BRUCE PRESTON, CLASS OF Ig6s 

From Annapolis, volunteers are 
recruited for ro reunion classes; 
eight classes in Santa Fe have reunion 
leaders this year. The college offers 
training at Homecoming each year to 
inform volunteers about the needs of the 
college and to provide an opportunity for 
new recruits to talk with past RCLs about 
the program. 

Bruce Preston, class of rg6s, said he 
took on the job because he wanted not 
only to reconnect with the college, but 
also to become more directly involved 
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A FAMILY AFFAIR: RICK (A77) AND 

CAROL PLAUT (A79) HAVE BOTH 

VOLUNTEERED AS REUNION CLASS 

LEADERS. Is EMMA PLAUT (Ao7) 
NEXT? 

and aware of what's happening 
at the college today. "I owe 
St. John's a debt of gratitude," 
says Preston, an architect in 
Washington, D.C. "It opened 
me up to appreciating the 
eloquence of an idea, of a 
well-reasoned argument. I may 
have felt oppressed by it all 
while I was there, but now it's 
a kind of heaven in my mind-a 
golden, shimmering memory." 

Christenbury, who has been 
composing music since gradu
ating, has more than a few 
ideas on how to get members 
of her class back to the 

college. Assisted by other class members, 
she's assembling digital photo albums 
and organizing regional get-togethers. 
The most important part of her job, she 
says, is taking the time to explain to 
alumni why it's important for them to 
help support the college. Preston says 
that the most successful outreach in the 
past has been making and selling home 
videos from college days. 

Other reunion class leaders have sent 
handwritten thank-you notes to alumni 
who have made a gift, contributed 
material for class Web pages, sent out 
postcards with senior class photos, 
and arranged class gatherings for 
Homecoming. 

Putting one Johnnie in touch with 
another invokes the sense of community 
shared at the college, and that's what 
reunion class leaders strive to do: 
encourage their friends and classmates 
to keep giving to ensure that more 
students can learn what it is to be a 
Johnnie . --$-

- RosEANNA WHITE (Ao4) 
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ABOUT A CHAIR 
A Visit to the Home of a St. Johns Icon 

BY RosEMARY HARTY 

fit weren't for the signs leading the way, it would 
be easy to miss the E.A. Clore Sons Furniture 

Factory in Madison, Va. The view to the west is 

of Old Rag Mountain, the most spectacular peak 
in the Blue Ridge'-- Mountains. Turn off the main 

business thoroughfare of this town, follow a 
driveway to the bottom of a little hollow, and you'll find 

a very small factory where furniture is made the old-fash

ioned way. 
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It's a family business, and has been since 
Moses Clore started the company in I83o. 
Mter a fire in I930 nearly put the Clorcs 
out of business, Mrs. Herbert Hoover-a 
summer resident-came through with a 
loan. Since then, the operation's been a 
strong one, aided by a small college that's 
been one of its best customers. 

This is the home of the St. John's chair
or, to be precise, the three chairs that 
have populated the Annapolis campus 
since the Igsos and the Santa Fe campus 
since its opening in I964. The seminar 
chair is actually the Plain Master Chair. 
Dorm rooms are furnished with the arm
less Plain Side Chair, and the dining halls 
in Santa Fe and Annapolis are filled with 
the Ladder Back Dining Side Chair. While 
the factory makes tables and desks and 
other furniture, chairs outsell everything 
else, says Troy Coppage, a great-grandson 
of E.A. Clore and the vice president for 
personnel. "You just won't find a more 
durable chair," he says, hefting one up 
and showing off the construction. 

Production is labor-intensive. It starts 
in the lumber room, where wood is boiled 
for about three hours, then placed in 
form s that forc e the wood for the back 
frame, arms, and slats into graceful 
curves. The slats are fitted into the 
grooved holes of the frame, as are the six 
rungs for the bottom of the chair, which 
connect to the front legs. No nails are 
needed, except for one on each arm of the 
Master Chair. 

Mter the chairs are stained, they're 
sent out to local residents who weave the 
fiber-rush seats with which Johnnies 
become so intimately familiar. Newcom
ers to this work sometimes surrender in a 
few days. "It's hard on the hands," says 
Coppage. ''I'd starve ifl had to do it." 

The graceful arms of the Master Chair 
go on last. Then the chairs are shipped, 
most often to individual customers, but 
also to big users like boarding schools, 
seminaries, and inns. 

{THE CHAIR} 

"The chair looks fine everywhere. " 

OPPOSITE: "You CAN USE IT EVERY DAY, 

AND IT'LL LAST IOO YEARS," SAYS 

TRoY CoPPAGE OF THE ST. JoHN's CHAIR. 

AT RIGHT AND BELOW: CHAIRS ARE MADE 

THE OLD-FASHIONED WAY IN THIS FAMILY

OWNED BUSINESS IN RURAL VIRGINIA, JUST 

EAST oF THE BLuE RIDGE MouNTAINS. 

ABOUT THREE HOURS OF HAND WORK GO 

INTO EACH CLORE CHAIR. 

Coppage doesn' t know a lot about the 
St. John's Program ("It's not a normal 
college'?") but he likes seeing the Master 
Chair featured on the college's Web site. 
That was partly the doing of Mark 
Neustadt, a marketing expert who's been 
handling the college's recruitment publi
cations. "It's a perfect symbol of how the 
school differs from others," he says. "You 

BILLY COPPAGE 

learn by sitting and discussing the books. 
You learn for yourself." 

But is the chair really comfortable? 
"Wonderfully comfortable," says tutor 
Eva Brann, who should know as well as 
anyone. "You sit in them for hours at a 
time, so it's good that they have a com
fortable'bottom. And of course, they are 
very elegant to look at." 

And is it really sturdy? Yes, says Bryan 
Valentine, the treasurer in Santa Fe, 
who is in charge of buying new ones 
when the stock of more than I,Ioo out 
West needs replenishing. "The rungs 
sometimes break out because students 
always rest their feet on them, and the 
backs have been broken out when they've 
tipped over." 

Billy Coppage, vice president of the 
company, has made several trips to 
Annapolis to deliver new or repaired 
chairs. On a visit to Colorado a few years 
back, he made a detour to Santa Fe just to 
see the campus-and his chairs. 
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So where does the Clore chair look 
better, he's asked? In Santa Fe's 
sun-drenched seminar rooms? In 
historic McDowell Hall? He smiles 
broadly and says in a voice dripping 
with Virginia honey, "That chair looks 
fine everywhere."-* 

For more on Clore, visit the company's 
Web site: www. eaclore. com 
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EINSTEIN 
COMES TO ST. JOHN'S 

BY RosEMARY HARTY 

URTIS WILSON (HA83) BROUGHT 

Einstein to St. John's College. 

That is, during Wilson's 

tenure as dean of the college in 

the late Igsos, he decided that 

Einstein's theory on special 

relativity deserved a place in the Program. "The 

idea of tackling difficult things was not foreign 

to the Program," Wilson recalls. "All sorts of 

things could be attempted, but what was impor

tant was learning to do them in a way that stu

dents feel some accomplishmen\ in them. We 

didn't want to bamboozle them by talking over 

their heads." 

Working with tutor L. Harvey Poe (A52), Wil

son wrote a manual designed to lead students 

through the math and the major concepts of the 

I90S paper. The manual was introduced in I959 

and used at least until I964, when Wilson joined 

the faculty in Santa Fe and later, the University of 

California. When he returned to Annapolis in 

I973, seniors in math tutorial were reading the 

paper. "That was an important shift, and I was 

really glad to see it. It motivates students- 'this is 

really the paper that Einstein wrote? And I'm 

reading it?' " 

Beautiful, simple, mind-boggling-the words 

St. John's tutors and students use to describe Ein

stein's paper-help explain why so many Johnnies 

find reading the paper a capstone of their years at 

the college. But it was once thought ''too mod

ern, too difficult, too complex" for students, 

recalls Santa Fe tutor Peter Pesic, who has taught 

the paper about half a dozen times. As a physicist, 

of course he was familiar with Einstein's theory, 

but he had never read the I90S paper before 

coming to the college. 

''It was one of the discoveries I made at St. 

John's, to encounter Einstein in his own 

thoughts, his own words," he says. 
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SEEING A PROBLEM 

Erin Hanlon (SFo3) 

Studying Einstein's paper did not influence my decision to 
become a scientist but it has had an impact on how I think 
about research questions. 

I had been accustomed to reading scientific papers a couple 
of times over and thereby getting a general sense of the theory 
and any equations. But with the Einstein paper I had to care
fully go over each word to make sure I understood what he was 
saying-so much of it was counterintuitive to my mind. I 
remember staring hard at the board and frequently interrupting 
whoever was presenting in order to ask questions so that I could 
better shape the mental illustration I was trying to form. 

The properties of electrodynamics addressed in the special 
theory of relativity do not have a direct effect on my research as 
a plant eco-physiologist. But it is the process, the process of 
seeing a problem, coming up with possible solutions and 
working through them all until one that holds up is found, that 
turned out to be my most important gleaning from this paper. 
The most important thing that you need to bring to science is 

In Annapolis, Dean Harvey Flaumenhaft 
has led the senior math tutorial on Einstein 

patience, even more so than intelligence (though that does 
not hurt, of course) . Patience is needed for both running 
experiments and figuring out what to make of the end results. 

Erin Hanlon is a Ph.D. student in biology at the 
University of Utah. 

CHALLENGING AssuMPTIONS 

Richard Green (SF87) 

Probably the most radical thought that comes from the rgos 
paper on special relativity is that it forces one to rethink the 
concept of simultaneity. Assumptions about simultaneity seem 
so basic that it is difficult to be aware that one is making 
assumptions. How interesting that one can be unaware of basic 
assumptions that are fundamentallyWI·ong. 

Richard Green is a chemist workingfor the US. government on 
issues related to difenses against chemical warfare agents. 

"We didn't assume that our students knew 
algebra back then," he explains, ''and the 

many times. Although Flaumenhaft's spe
cialized field of study has been political phi
losophy, a framed copy of the Einstein-on-a
bicycle photo hangs prominently in his 
office, and Flaumenhaft holds this particu
lar Program author in high esteem- not just 
for what he thought, but how he thought. 
Einstein characterized himself as a "slow 
thinker" who pondered his theories long 
and hard for many years before something 
emerged. Approaching Einstein in the class
room also requires patience and time. 
"One's learning how to make another small 

"Ones learning 
how to make 
another small 

step_, then maybe 
another step 
ifierthat." 

worst thing we did was waiting until senior 
year to teach calculus-too late to use in 
senior laboratory." 

To Kutler, Einstein's theory is simply 
beautiful. ''It has two postulates. One is that 
if light is emitted it doesn't matter if the 
light is coming right at you, going away 
from you, or standing still with respect to 
you: it's still going to come at a single speed. 
The constancy of the velocity of light is one 
principle, and the other one is the relativity 
principle, which is that the laws of physics 

HARVEY FLAUMEN HAFT, DEAN 

step, then maybe another step after that. If 
we can take just a couple of really good steps 
toward beginning to understand those fundamentals, one 
starts to think in a way that's much deeper." 

"Special theory is a little gem," says Annapolis tutor Sam 
Kuder (class of 1954) , because seniors can study it for a 
term- one truncated by the writing period and perhaps 
tainted by the post-essay letdown -and emerge with a fairly 
good understanding of the basics. Adding the paper to the 
Program was a change that was enabled by the college's 
earlier decision to stop extensive instruction in algebra. 

have to be the same; there's no special frame 
of reference." 

Long before he worked out his theory on 
paper, "Einstein didn't think that Newtonian physics made 
any sense," says Kuder. Poincare, Lorentz, and Fitzgerald 
were all thinking along the same lines, and Poincare might 
well have beaten Einstein to the punch. But Einstein was 
the first one to determine that "since we can't find the 
aether, there's no need for it." 

" This is a great blow to empiricists like Francis Bacon 
who believe you keep experimenting and experimenting, 
and you're very slow to theorize. Einstein didn't obey those 
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rules. He theorized first and the 
experimentation came later. He 
loved his theories, and he 
believed in them." 

Santa Fe tutor Ralph Swentzell 
guided seniors in math tutorial 
many times in his 38 years with 
the college, and led one excep
tional preceptorial for Graduate 
Institute students taking the 
math and science segment. 

"Some of them were account
ants, and some were English 
teachers, and they would all get 
up to the board and work through 
the equations . It was very excit
ing-I still get letters from those 
students," he says. 

Over the years, Swentzell has 
assembled a collection of notes 
that he uses to supplement the 
paper; they're enormously popu
lar with Santa Fe students. One 
of his favorite examples is help
ing students make sense of Ein
stein by getting them to figure 
how fast they would have to drive 
a car to get it to shrink and fall 
into one of the cracks on the 
road. "They get a big kick out of 
that," he says. 

Even after all his years of work
ing through the paper 'vith stu
dents, Swentzell finds there are 
some concepts Einstein presents 
that just "hit you in the stomach 
sometimes." 

"You can see how it's all 
derived, but then to imagine 
walking around this world of 
ours and as you're walking down 
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"Special theory is a 
little gem. " 

S AM KuTLER ( AS4) 

Two THINGS 

Laine Conway (SFot) 

I was, while reading Einstein, fairly obsessed with the 
work of Kurt Go del, and so my memories are doubt
less somewhat tainted. Still, two things in particular 
stand out for me from reading Einstein: 

r. The equation "e=mc2 " is far from being 
mysterious and arcane. Instead, it falls neatly, 
elegantly, and almost unobtrusively out of the 
preceding equations. 

2. Einstein later (re) did his calculations for 
relativity using only algebra; the original equations 
use calculus because Einstein was, at the time he 
wrote the paper, studying calculus! 

The other thing I recall is how much I liked Einstein. 
I'm thinking, here, of a line from The Catcher in the 
Rye: "What really knocks me out is a book that, when 
you're all done reading it, you wish the author that 
wrote it was a terrific friend of yours, and you could 
call him up on the phone whenever you felt like it. 

Laine Conway; having completed an MFA in 
Dramatic Writing, has returned to math (and Marx) 
and is studying for a Ph.D. in economics. 

PROVING THE ABSURD 

David] Macdonald (SFg3) 

Einstein's 1995 paper on special relativity was cer
tainly one of the highlights of my time at St. John's, 
and not just because it seemed to prove the absurd
that our notion of absolute space and time was an illu
sion. What I found most exciting was the simplicity of 
the reasoning behind it. The step-by-step proof, from 
the premise (Michaelson and Morley's observation 
that the speed oflight is constant) to the conclusion 
(that the length of an object varies according to its 
speed relative to the observer) , was accessible even to 
a college student like me with no more than a basic 
knowledge of calculus. I felt like we were proving the 
absurd with very simple, rational tools. 

David Macdonald is a composer who also teaches 
music theory at the Manhattan School of Music. . 
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the hall, to suddenly think that 
what you're calling 'now' means 
a different set of events in the 
universe than for somebody 
who's sitting down in their 
office. Everything changes. 
That's the part," h e says, and 
stops to chuckle, " that's just too 
weird. That's when you have to 
go home and sleep on it and get 
the equations out to guide you." 

The Nike adage "just do it" fits 
with Peter Pesic's approach to 
teaching the paper to Santa Fe 
seniors. " Some tutors try to go 
backwards, but it's hard to do 
that without spending a long 
time on review. So we plunge 
into it and then take extended 
digressions in electricity and 
magnetism. We can drag out 
magnets and coils and try to 
bring to life where Einstein 
was starting from with his 
questions." 

The paper may have seemed a 
risky proposition to introduce 
four decades ago , but it's well 
within the grasp of today's stu
dents, says Pesic. "The heart of 
his deduction can be done with 
nothing except algebra," he 
says, adding that each time he's 
taught it, even those students 
without great skills in math have 
risen to the occasion. 

A leisurely pace is needed for 
Einstein; up to 30 class sessions 
in Santa Fe are invested in the 
rgos paper. "That's quite a long 
time, and a lot of time is needed 



for students to express their per
plexity," continues Pesic. "The 
problem that emerges requires 
having to reconsider the evidence 
of your senses in a very deep way. 
With Einstein, you don't so much 
understand it as you get used to it. 
It flatly contradicts everything 
that seems to make common 
sense." 

Watching students struggle 
with Einstein, Pesic sees the 
best characteristics of Johnnies 
revealed in their discussions with 
each other. "They are not v-.rilling 
to take some expert's word for it, 
instead, they want to see whether 
it's really true," he says. "They're 
intelligent and open-minded, and 
they want to understand deeply." 

The types of questions tutors 
and students ponder in class can 
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GREAT IDEAS 

Alciba Covitz (Ag1) 

My senior year math tutorial was led by Winfree 
Smith. Although I very much liked and respected 
Mr. Smith, it was not a very good tutorial. One 
student in particular refused to accept any aspect of 
non-Euclidean geometry. Mr. Smith was patient at 
first, but he was clearly not in the best spirits and, as 
the semester progressed, the clash between the two 
of them became quite pointed. We came to Einstein 
with that as our rather contested and cantankerous 
foundation. 

At that stage in my college career, I was still on 
the fence about what I would do, in terms of what 
field to pursue i.n graduate school, try law school, do 
a post-bac and try med school, pursue my interest in 
journalism, etc. I remember that Einstein's language 
seemed to be as much tied to metaphysics as to 
physics. His ideas about the actual workings of 
the universe and his semi-hidden, semi-mystical 
cosmology seemed all jumbled together. I tried to 
dis aggregate them, but with little luck. This, as I 
recall (together with the mind-breaking steps he 
assumed between the lines of his proof), helped to 
convince me t11at it was best to pursue what I took 
to be the foundations of all pursuits: the manifold 
origins of the theoretical underpinnings of great 
ideas. I chose to pursue this with the idea of a 
constitution in the fully-contested world of politics. 

An assistant professor ofpolitical science at the 
University of Richmond, Alciba Covitz teaches courses 
in constitutional law, civil rights, and ci'villiberties. 

conclusions on electromagnetic 
radiation led Einstein to wonder 
what would happen if a source 
of electromagnetic radiation-a 
light bulb, for example-were
moving and he stood still. "And 
of course, you discover it doesn't 
matter," says Flaumenhaft. 

Einstein wasn't such a good 
mathematician says Flaumen
haft. "He was imaginative, he 
took simple notions and mulled 
over them, and he revolutionized 
what we know about the world," 
he says. 

There's a strong correlation 
between studying Einstein and 

approaching nearly everything 
else in the Program, from basic 
assumptions about human free
dom to the laws of the physical 

be both wondrous and perplexing, agrees 
Harvey Flaumenhaft. "What does it really 
mean to say it's 5 o'clock in two different 
places? \XThat does a law of nature have to 
look like to be reasonable?" 

"Wzth Einstein~ 
you don't so much 
understand zt as 

you get used to it. 

world. "And that is that you just 
can't'take it for granted-you have to think 
about; you have to examine whether it's 
really true," Flaumenhaft says. 

Curtis Wilson, who as tutor emeritus 
continues his life-long study of the history of 
science, says Einstein's revelations were as 
shocking to the world as those of Coperni
cus, Newton and Galileo. "There is a 
relativity, usually called Galilean relativity, 
that says that whether the solar system is 
moving or sitting in one place in absolute 
space you can't tell, because everything 
goes on exactly the same way whether it's 
moving or not. Here was a large branch of 
science that said you can't locate anything 
in absolute space, you can only say that 
bodies move relative to one another and if 
one body is accelerating instead of moving 
uniformly, you can say that it's accelerating 

Students have the time to be patient and 
plod through the interesting questions 
Einstein's paper raises. " One ofthe delights c 
of senior math is that Einstein's paper is 
short, and we spend a lot of time reading 
through it line by line. It's so concentrated 
that what you're doing is unpacking the 
significance of very simply stated assump

tions that turn everything you've been 
thinking about the framework of the world 
upside down," he says. 

Senior math tutorial should start with 
a so-minute "quick-and-dirty review" of 
Maxwell's Equations because Nla,"'CWell's 

It flatly contradicts 
everything that 
seemJ· to rnake 

" common sense. 
PETER PESIC, TUTOR 
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"JYe can understand a lot 
about geniuses and we can 

participate in their thinking. 
It ;wt talces some zvork. " 

CuRTIS WILSON (HA83) 

with respect to absolute space- in Newtonian physics , accel
eration is real, the forces are real. 

"That was kind of astonishing to people because they 
thought the earth was not moving: 'I walk on this ground, it's 
perfectly stable, towers are not toppling, and so forth. That 
seemed like firm common sense. That's why Luther spoke of 
Copernicus as 'that fool.' The earth moves!-how ridiculous 
can you get? But of course Galileo and then Newton show 
that everything works exactly the same way, mechanically, 
whether we're moving or not." 

By the time Einstein started questioning things, most 
physicists "were as firmly convinced that there was an aether 
as back in Luther's day people were convinced that the earth 
stood still." 

Einstein was able to think about light moving through the 
aether in a different, imaginative way, and that made all the 

EINSTEIN IN PoETRY 

Anna Perle berg (SFo2) 

The most amazing thing about the rgos paper is that it's all 
algebra. Einstein could have worked the whole thing in calculus, 
but instead he makes it simple-once, that is,,you get the dozen 
or so steps he leaves out between equations. And Mr. [Ralph] 
Swentzell brought a wide-eyed fascination to the subject (as all 
the best teachers do) that made it matter. He was wonderful at 
coming up with "real" examples applying these obscure 
theories-swimmers, twins in spaceships, trains in tunnels. 

One of the things Mr. Swentzell said that stuck with me was 
that Einstein needed to be poetized in order to be brought to a 
larger audience . Here's my attempt: 

II. Relativity 
T = cp(w)~(T-w~hc2)-Lorentz transformation for time 

It's all about trains, 
though their timetables must be thrown out 

· thewindow. "Hurryhome," 
I say to an absent lover, "or at least 
start traveling at three-quarters c away from me." 
I stand on the platform and watch you go by 
getting smaller and smaller, more and more part 
of my past. 

difference. "He tried to think about sitting on the hump of a 
wave. Just sitting there at 30o,ooo kilometers-per
second, what would it be like?" Thought experiments like 
those led Einstein to new questions. "He gets rid of the 
aether and says space and time are what we're talking about." 

Even with his many years of studying science as his foun
dation, Wilson says he can still be "befuddled" by the 
subtleties of the paper when he stops to think about them. 
But it's not a bad state to be in, he concedes, adding a ration
ale that seems in a broad sense to cover the whole point of 
choosing a college '"rith a program like St. John's in the first 
place. 

"We can understand a lot about geniuses," Wilson says. 
"And we can participate in their thinking. It just takes 

some work." "*' 

Yet it's all predictable, 
and so smooth a ride in the end; 
time-dilated by a few tokes 
I faced the following: 

A train (of course a train) pushing c, trapped 
or not trapped in a pre-Freudian tunnel, 
depending on passenger or spectator. 
And they're both right. They're both right, 
goddammit. The sober mind boggles. 

But as I spmwled on the floor after two hours of work 
and saw the clock's fingers tap out fifteen minutes
well, it's synchronicity, that's what it is. 
Everything's happening the same everywhere, 
just not at the same time. 
And not at the same where, either. 

How-much-not-the-same-time, 
how-far-from-the-same-where, 
though, is only algebra. And for mankind . 
it all goes to zero. Fm electrons or stars, a different story, 
haiku or epic; but here on Pascal's fulcrum, 
balanced between infinite and infinitesimal, 
one feels less wretched than weighting. 

Anna Perle berg is at work on an MFA in poetry at 
Wichita State Universi~y. 
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THE NEGOTIATOR 
From the Seminar Table to International Relations 

BY RosEMARY HARTY 

~-- HESE DAYS NICOLE NELSON-JEAN (AGIOO) LIVES 
in Tokyo, where she directs the Depart
ment of Energy office and serves as Energy 
Attache to the U.S. Ambassador to Japan. 
In September, she received a Service to 
America Medal honoring her for her suc
cess-at the age of 28-in negotiating bilat
eral agreements with Russia that led to 
stronger security measures for that 

country's nuclear material and weapons stockpile. She's the 
mother of an n-year-old daughter, newly wed to a Marine, and 
ambitious enough to follow her career in public service as far as it 
will take her. 

But it all started very modestly with an internship at Los Alam
os National Laboratory. As a college student, she was assigned 
to a project tracking and cleaning up so-called "legacy waste" 
from the lab where the atomic bomb was developed in the I940S. 
In the lab's early days, materials like cobalt or cesium were 
dumped into nearby canyons and carried by rainwater into 
surrounding areas, she explains. 

"My primary job was to get people to sign access agreements for 
the government to come on their property, do a site survey, and if 
necessary, clean it up and restore it," she explains. With her clip
board and her I.D. badge, Nelson-Jean was like a young Erin 
Brockovich, traveling through the Los Alamos area, visiting 
homes, mnches, and Indian reservations. One man, in his gos, 
lived in a mobile home on a large tract ofland. "He was extremely 
paranoid and wouldn't let anyone on his property," she recalls. 
Nelson-Jean visited with him, listened to his stories, and, after 
about a month of visits, left with a signed access agreement. "He 
used to be the locksmith at Los Alamos during the time of Oppen
heimer-he knew it all," she says. 

Nelson-Jean had a family connection to Los Alamos. Raised by 
her father, who had a military career, she was born in Morocco 

and had lived in Spain and Italy. Mter retiring from the military, 
her father went to work in nuclear engineering and was at Los 
Alamos when Nelson-Jean was in college. Nelson-Jean landed 
summer internships, founded the lab 's first student organization, 
and was soon recruited by the lab's nuclear nonproliferation area. 
Here, her language skills were a plus: She had learned Arabic as a 
child and continued studying the language in college. She began 

translating documents from Arabic to English-and, since some of 
the information was determined as classified, earned a security. 
clearance before she had a bachelor's degree. Mter graduating 
from Grambling State University with her degree in political sci
ence, she went to work full time at the laboratory for one of the 
defense contractors installed at LANL. 

While she was working at the lab, Nelson-Jean applied to the 
St. John's Graduate Institute in Santa Fe. "I really wanted to hone 
my critical thinking and writing skills," she says. She had just 
applied to the GI in Santa Fe when she was asked to take a tempo
rary job working at the Department of Energy headquarters in 
Washington, D.C. As a short-term contractor on loan from the 
lab , she helped coordinate a nonproliferation exposition on 
Capitol Hill. She met then-Secretary of Energy Federico Pefia. 
"He asked me if there was anything I ever needed to come and talk 
to him about it." Nelson-Jean said she'd love to work for the DOE, 
and shortly after returning to New Mexico, she was called for a job 
interview in Washington. Mter she joined the EneTgy Department 
(still as a contractual employee), she put her graduate degree 
plans back on the front burner. "Once I found out there was a 
St. John's in Annapolis, it made it a lot easier to move to Washing
ton. I was really sold on the GI," she says. 

Status as a full-fledged federal employee came the month before 
she graduated from the GI. Nelson-Jean was hired as a project 
manager in the DOE's Materials Protection, Control and 
Accounting Program. She was assigned to projects geared to help
ing Russia protect its nuclear facilities-and an estimated 6oo 
metric tons of weapons-attractive materials in the country. Later, 
her work came under the jurisdiction of the National Nuclear 
Security Administration. 

The two nations continue to work cooperatively to secure 
Russian materials, but certain agreements had not been signed 
when Nelson-Jean joined the effort. She believed that only face-to
face meetings would facilitate negotiations, and she soon found 

herself leading a delegation of U.S. security specialists and 
scientists to the Arctic Circle. "I flew on Russian airlines, on 
planes with bald tires. It's worse when you have 30-degree-below
zero temperatures, and the runway is a sheet of ice. The guest 
houses were livable, but when you turned the water on, lots 
of brown gunk came out," she recalls. 
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In the negotiations, Nel
son-Jean was at a disadvan
tage-not because she lacked 
a science degree and not 
because she is an Mrican
American woman. Instead, 
her youth worked against 
her. "In Russia," she says, 
"they respect expeTience 
moTe than anything, and 
when you're young, how 
much experience can you 
have?" 

It was in overcoming that 
barrier that heT Graduate 
Institute experiences proved 
most helpful. She was able to 

{ATOMIC JoHNNIES} 

CrOSS the boundaries of age and ethnicity How DO YOU BREAK THE ICE IN A ROOM 
because she knew that genuine conversation FULL OF RussiAN SciENTISTS? NICOLE 
cultivates trust and respect. "The ability to NELSON-JEANWOULDTALKBOOKS. 

learn about different cultures, to really hear 
different perspectives without judging, to 
communicate and talk with other people-all 
were developed sitting around the seminar 
table at St. John's," she says. 

"In Russia they 
respect experience 

more than anything. " 
NICOLE NELSON-JEAN (AGIOO) 

2I 

programs, technical center 
designs, and construction 
schedules for the facility. 

Her award was a nice plus, 
but Nelson-Jean modestly 
says the real reward lies in 
the work itself. In her new 
role in Japan, nuclear ener
gy is just one of the issues 
she handles. Her n-year-old 
daughter, Rachelle, attends 
an American school in 
Tokyo and may have inher
ited her mother's skills. 
"When it comes to negotiat
ing, she has it down pat," 
says Nelson-Jean. Her hus-

band, Patrick, is stationed about IO hours 
away at a U.S. military base in Iwakuni. 

Nelson-Jean has been adapting to a new 
culture again, by watching, listening, and 
respecting differences. "When dealing 
with Russians, you can slam your books 
and throw your papers-in Japan it's very 
civilized and very quiet. The Russians, 
they're tough, and they're very good at nego
tiating. With the Japanese, they deal with 
things by not dealing with them so directly." 

When pressed, Nelson-Jean acknowledges 

She had also read Tolstoy at the college 
and was able to convey true interest and 
appreciation for Russian history and culture. 
Her knowledge of other classics in the West
ern canon gave her the chance to talk with 

the Russians about something other than weapons-grade pluto
nium. "Many of the people you deal with who have reached high 
levels with scientific backgrounds are also very well read in the 
classics," she explains. 

One of the best outcomes of the negotiations was a new cooper
ative agreement with the Russian Ministry of Defense. Another 
was the establishment of the Kola Technical Center, the first 
multimillion-dollar service and training center for securing 
nuclear material and weapons in Russia. Nelson-Jean worked with 
the Russian navy and Russian contractors to develop training 

that the world is perhaps a little bit safer for 
the work she has done. When she made her first trip to Russia, 
"September II hadn't happened yet." What the NNSA seeks to 
prevent-unsecured nuclear material falling into the hands of a 
terrorist group-seemed a more distant threat than it does today. 
The terrorist attacks sharpened her focus and have helped shape 
her career. "I feel better that our cooperation is stronger with 
Russia today," she says. "It's made my work even more satisfying. 
I feel like I'm making a difference. I hope I am."-$-
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BEYOND 
THE BOMB 

Johnnies Pursue Research Questions at Los Alamos 

DY ANDRA MAGURAN 

INCE J. ROBERT OPPENHEIMER LED A TEAM 

of scientists in developing the atomic 
bomb at a laboratory created on the site 
of a former boarding school in I943, it's 
been difficult for the sprawling Los 
Alamos National Laboratory to promote 
an image of being anything other than a 
secretive place where nuclear weapons 
are developed. Santa Fe senior Chris 

Horne witnessed this view firsthand last summer when he 
went to work at Los Alamos as an intern and encountered a 
gathering of anti-war protesters. It was a bit ironic, he 
thought, considering he was assigned to the lab's project 
focused on efforts to find a cure for HN. 

About 40 miles northwest of Santa Fe, Los Alamos 
National Laboratory is the nation's leading science 
research facility, currently operated by the University of 
California for the Energy Department's National Nuclear 
Security Administration. Together with Sandia National 
Laboratories, the laboratory is the state's largest employer, 
and many Johnnies work there as scientists, researchers, 
project managers, and in various support roles. Many more 
Johnnies have taken advantage ofthe laboratory's student 
internship program, which employs about 2,ooo students 
every year. 

The development of nuclear weapons is, of course, still a 
major part of the laboratory's work, and some Johnnies are 
part of that. But Horne says that the public is generally 
unaware of the scope of research conducted at Los Alamos. 
Horne worked as a bioinformatician on a project devoted to 
using LANL's worldwide database ofHN virus information 
to better understand the strain responsible for the AIDS 
pandemic. In the summer internship, Horne used mathe
matical models and computer programs to annotate a 
viral genome. He organized raw genetic data-namely, the 
basic nucleotide series constituting the DNA of his 
assigned virus-into charts, graphics, and text to create a 
resource for medical and pharmaceutical researchers. 
Since he recognized certain repeated portions of the series 
in the viral genome he was annotating, he was given liberty 
to name them as he wished. Inspired by the Iliad, he 
gave the sequences names such as Agamemnon, Leitos, 
and Euryalos. 

Along with gaining experience in a scientific setting, 
Horne enjoyed adapting his seminar skills to the profes
sional environment of the lab. He gave two presentations, 
one for the Annual Summer Student Symposium, a show
case for work done by summer interns. Since he'd been 
annotating a viral genome, Horne created a poster display
ing the sample gene record for one of the 77 genes he'd 
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SciENTIST EDWARD TELLER (CENTER) AT 

FuLLER LoDGE IN Los ALAMOS IN I946. 
T ELLER WOULD LATER BECOME KNOWN AS 

examined. His other presentation-on 
open reading frames, a type of gene 
found in DNA-was part of a series of 

THE "FATHER OF THE HYDROGEN BOMB." 
meetings that were held to update 

ers can speak, to understand the 
mechanics of this speech, and to alter 
these mechanics to develop more 
efficient [computer] languages," says 
Hurwitz. members of his immediate group on 

contemporary issues in genetics and 
virology. Mter his 45-minute talk, he 
ably defended his work in the question 
period-even though he felt a bit intim
idated facing a room full of scientists. 

An internship in computational 
science was an equally rewarding expe
rience for Justin "Gus" Hurwitz 

"The laboratory is a 
place where people 
embrace inquiry and 

challenging questions. " 

In his two years interning at the lab , 
Hurwitz published six papers and was 
the primary author for four of them. (A 
sample title: "End-to-End Performance 
of Io-Gigabit Ethernet on Commodity 
Systems" published last year in IEEE 
Micro.) He was also part of a team that 
set a new record in the Guinness Book of 

Gus HuRWITZ (sFog) 

(SFo3), who completed two internships before going on to 
work full time at the lab. During his junior and senior years, 
and for a year after graduation, Hurwitz worked at the lab 
conducting experimental and theoretical research in areas 
of high-performance computer networking and protocol 
design in the Advanced Computing Laboratory, or ACL, 
part of the Computer and Computational Science Division. 
Hurwitz's work in high-performance computer networking 
was designed to improve the performance of the supercom
puters used in nuclear science simulation. 

"In more Johnnie-centric terms, I was a computational 
philologist, working to increase the rate at which comput-

World Records for the fastest transmission of data over the 
Internet (2.38 billion bits per second). "The lab is a serious 
place to work," Hurwitz says, and a place where even John
nies without a graduate-level scientific background can 
contribute a great deal. "If you show your mentor that you 
are capable of contributing to the work, the only limits will 
be those you place on yourself." 

In the working environment of Los Alamos, Hurwitz 
found similarities to the intellectual environment 
fostered at St. John's. "The laboratory is a place where 
people embrace inquiry and challenging questions," he 
says. He never encountered anyone who thought that the 
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{ATOMIC }OHNNIES} 

liberal arts were useless; to the con
trary, many of his co-workers with sci-

DEBRA RuTHERFORD 

HAS SPENT MOST OF 

HER PROFESSIONAL 

LIFE AT Los ALAMos. 

entific and technical backgrounds 'vish 
they had had the opportunity to read 
the classics. "One of my co-workers 
always had a book \vith him. We had a 
number of good talks about Austen's 
Emma, Descartes, and Locke." 

"The intellectual 

weapons play in the lab-like me in my 
first few months; you \vill meet moral 
delusionists , and those who work \vith 
the deadliest materials mankind has ever 

rigor. .. is astounding. " known and don't care, for whatever 
reason, to ask these questions. You \vill 
meet idealists, who believe that they are 
helping to prevent more weapons from 

DEBRA RuTHERFORD ( sF8o) 

Now that he's left the laboratory, 
Hur\vitzhas turned his thoughts more 

c 

frequently to the difficult ethical questions he has previ
ously avoided. A Johnnie who works at ~os Alamos \vill 
meet people whose views run a \vide gamut. "You \vill meet 
people who have been at the lab since the Cold War for 
whom nuclear weapons were a necessary reality that could 
not be questioned. You \vill meet skeptics who question the 
role that nuclear weapons played during the Cold War and 
the logic behind the arms races; you will meet 
people who do not understand the role that nuclear 

being built by maintaining the ones that 
we already have," he says. 

"In short, the lab is a place on the edge of the greatest 
moral dilemmas that I have ever encountered. Those 
questions are rarely asked or discussed, but they are always 
there under the surface. And, if you scrape down below the 
surface, you \vill find as many understandings, acceptanc
es, justifications, avoidances, and explanations of these 
questions as there are employees at the lab. But, the most 
common response that you \vill find, nowadays, is, "I don't 
know.' 
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{ATOMIC JoHNNIES} 

''My work is tangential to killing peo
ple and destroying the world. It is not 
the clean morality of a book, the pon
derous morality of Augustine, or the 

'Yyworkis 
tangential to kzlling 

people and deJ'troying 
the world" in the area of nonproliferation. The rea

soning and diplomatic skills she learned 
at St. John's have proven as useful to her Gus HuRWITZ 

technical morality of Kant; and it is far 
scarier than even the worst of that which Nietzsche could 
conceive .... Students of philosophy in general \villlikely be 
surprised by just how introspective most scientists are 
about their work." 

In addition to continuing as a consultant for the comput
er science company he founded while still in high school, 
Hur\vitz is now making plans to attend law school with an 
eye to one day working at the intersection of science and 
law. 

Unlike Hur\vitz and Horne, Debra Rutherford (SF8o) 
can provide few details about her work at Los Alamos, 
where she took a short-term job after graduation 
before going on to earn a master's degree in chemical and 
nuclear engineering from the University of New Mexico. 
She has worked full time at the laboratory since rg8g in 
areas of nuclear technology 
and nuclear material manage
ment-in short, helping to 
safeguard the nation's nuclear 
stockpile. 

A clue to why she can't 
say much about her work 
may be found in the title she 
holds now: Project Leader and 
Nonproliferation and Interna
tional Security Analyst in 
the International Research, 
Analysis, and Development 
Group at the lab. What 
Rutherford can say about 
her job is that she leads a I2-

nation working group on the 
need for critical experiments 

AT Los ALAMos, Gus HuRWITZ 

CONDUCTED 'RESEARCH, WROTE 

PAPERS, AND HELPED SET A NEW 

WORLD RECORD FOR INTERNET 

SPEED. 

as her scientific and technical training. 
"I participate and lead international 

and domestic advisory panels and working groups, which 
require the skills one learns in seminar," she says. 

Rutherford feels the lab's most famous work, the Man
hattan Project, was a significant contribution to the end of 
WWII. But she is also impressed that the spirit of inquiry 
and the level of scientific excellence fostered in the 
lab's early days have continued into the fields of physics, 
chemistry, biology, engineering, and mathematics. The 
people she works \vith and leads at Los Alamos are proud of 
their work and believe they are contributing to America's 
freedom, she adds. 

"The intellectual rigor \vith which national and interna
tional scientific endeavors are pursued is astounding," 
Rutherford says.-$--
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{HOMECOMING} 

ODYSSEY 
IN OCTOBER 

Homer Attracts a Crowd for Annapolis Homecoming 

Y 
ou couldn't say that Home
coming 2004 in Annapolis 
lacked drama. Not with a 
dozen or so costumed 
students acting out the 
homecoming scene of the 

Odyssey in Iglehart Hall. Alumni happily 
played the role of hungry suitors, noshing 
on Greek appetizers offeta cheese, 
hummus, and olives while they awaited 
the banquet. 

You couldn't say it lacked pizzazz-not 
with a flock of plastic pink flamingos 
leading the way to the picnic tent 
("Kalypso's Isle"), where ceramic pigs 
graced the table and calypso music played 
on a steel drum had revelers dancing in 
the buffet line . · 

And you certainly couldn't say it lacked 
a good story, not with a dozen members 

of the class ofi954, the last all-male class 
to graduate at St. John's, back on campus. 
Rallied to attend by reunion class leader 
and Annapolis tutor Sam Kutler, the 
boisterous group matched much younger 
Johnnies in their enthusiasm for the 
weekend's festivities. On Saturday after
noon, they lingered in the private dining 
room of Randall Hall telling stories and 
drinking wine until they could be coaxed 
outside for a group photo. 

Arnold Markowitz stopped to comment 
on changes in the main dining hall, where 
bow-tied waiters did the serving in his 
day. "Chairs," he observed. "We didn't 
have chairs. We sat on benches." The 
group disagreed on a few things. One 
remembered milk cartons being lobbed at 
the students by the servers; another was 
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certain pitchers of milk were set on the 
table. 

Other members of the class were 
pleased to see that the Chinese paintings 
of a royal couple installed during Presi
dent Dick Weigle's era were still hanging 
in the dining room. The portraits were 
among the few things that haven't 
changed a great deal since these class 
members attended the college . When 
they were on campus, Campbell Hall was 
brand new, Mellon Hall wasn't even a 
blueprint, and students directed their 
energy toward thwarting attempted 
restrictions on their social lives that 
today's students wouldn't believe. 

With 450 students-compared to about 
125 in 1954-the student body today seems 
very large. "We were a small class," says 
Bernie Jacobs, of New York City. "Only I7 
of us graduated. It was a brief ceremony." 

Several of the alumni remembered the 
turmoil when women joined the student 
body in their sophomore year. Eric 
Crooke was one of several members of 
the class to marry one ofthe first female 
Johnnies. He and his wife, Sarah (class of 
1955), live in Silver Spring, Md., and he's 
been back to campus frequently since 
graduation. 

A nephew of tutor John Kieffer 
(HA7o), Crooke learned of the college 
through his uncle, but he came to 
St. John's ofhis own choosing. "I've 
never regretted it," he said, though he 
heard many, many times, "you look like 
John Kieffer" when he got to Annapolis. 

CHARLES NELSON, CLASS OF I945, AND 

JIM CONRAD, CLASS OF I949o PONDER A 

SEMINAR QUESTION. 

Gerald Geddiman came all the 
way from California for the 
reunion. He hadn't visited the 
campus since the day he received 
his diploma under the Liberty 
Tree. " I like what's happened," he 
said, looking around. "I do like 
the Greenfield Library. Next, I 
want to go over and see Woodward 
Hall-what's it called now?" 

Santa Fe tutor emeritus Robert 
Sacks-with Kutler one of two 
members of the class to become 
a tutor-was swept up in the nos
talgia of the afternoon. "Fifty 
years-it doesn't seem that long," 
he said. 

The 1954 class members were 
among the most honored guests at 
what turned out to be the biggest 
Homecoming yet in Annapolis . 
More than 400 Johnnies attended 
all or part of the weekend. At 
Saturday evening's banquet, the 
gymnasium was transformed (via 
cardboard columns) into a palace, 
where an energetic group of 
students led by Julie Janicki (Ao6) 
reunited Odysseus and Penelope 
once more. 

Inspired by the performance, 
one alumnus giving his class toast 
raised his glass to a true honorary 
Johnnie. "Let's hear it for 
Homer!" he said, starting the 
alumni chanting: "Homer! 
Homer! Homer!"._ 

-ROSEMARY HARTY 

{HOMECOMING} 
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HoMECOMING NOTEs: 

Merit Award winners: William A. 
Carter, class of 1940; Charlotte King, 
class of 1959 

Honorary alumnus: Glenn Housley, 
class of 2004 (For more on awards, 
see the Alumni Association section, 
p. 47·) 

Homecoming lecture: "Human Rights 
from Antigone to Rosa Parks," Peter 
Weiss, class ofr949 

Biggest turnout: Class of rg84, with 
39 members registered. Annastasia 
Kezar, assisted by Lenore Parens, 
mustered the good showing, in part 
by compiling for class members a CD 
of '8os hits including "Rock the Cas
bah" and "Rock Lobster." A close 
second was the class of rgg4, with 
25 registrants. 

Theme tchotchke: handy St. John's 
backpack-good for any odyssey 

TOP TO BOTTOM: STUDENTS GREET GUESTS TO 

THE PICNIC TENT; MEMBERS OF THE CLASS OF 

I954; PENELOPE AND ODYSSEUS, TOGETHER 

AGAIN; AND MINGLING AT THE SATURDAY 

COCKTAIL PARTY. 

PHOTOS BY G ARY PIERPOINT 
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IN ARisTOTLE~s FooTSTEPS 

A Healthy Marsh Enhances Freshman Laboratory 

BY RoBINWErss (sFGI87) 

On an autumn day in 
Annapolis, at the foot of the 
Boathouse, marsh grasses 
wave along College Creek, a 
testament to the health of 
this six-year-old wetlands 
restoration site. Cattails, 
pinecones, and fist-size 
mushrooms grow vigorous
ly along the banks. 
On their own initiative, 
students often use the 
marsh for projects such as 
reseeding oysters, Environ
mental Club activities, 
marsh cleanup , and inde
pendent research. Since 
efforts to restore the grass
lands have taken hold, 
"we have more fish, crabs, 
heron ... everything," says 
tutor Kathy Blits. 

Trekking through a 
muddy marsh into a murky creek 
isn't for everyone. But a few 
weeks before the season turned, 
some students in freshman lab 
and a couple of tutors-enriching 
the practica side of their biology 
curriculum- took the plunge. 
"Some ofmystudentswentin up 
to their necks," says freshman 
lab tutor Margaret Kirby. Using a 
huge net supplied by tutor Jason 
Tipton, they emerged from the 
creek with four- to eight-inch
long fish . "We were just lucky 
that we got really cool ones," 
Kirby says. 

Thtor Christian Holland (A84) 
recalls a handful of students 
" leaping into the water to catch 
a bunch of fish for the laboratory 
tanks" after Holland showed 
them Tipton's techniques. His 
students continue to observe 
these 40-some fish, well past the 
fish sequence oflab. 

This method of shallow 
fishing with nets, called seining, 
isn't new to the college, nor is 
the aquarium in Mellon Hall, 
which has been augmented over 
the years by lab director Mark 

"Small ugly; 
insign!ficantfoh 

consumed 
[Aristotle :S} 
thinking. " 
TUTOR JASON TIPTON 

Daly. In 1999, the college under
took a pilot project to restore a 
portion of the College Creek 
shoreline, with funding from 
several sources including the 
city of Annapolis and Chesa
peake Bay Foundation. The 
project proved successful in 
increasing the number and 
variety of wildlife habitats along 
the creek and filtering stormwa
ter runoff. When Tipton started 
teaching three years ago, he was 
thrilled with the pocket marsh 
on campus, specifically its 
possibilities for, what he calls , 
"the pursuit of slippery prey." 
The ubiquitous minnows aside, 
Tipton names sunfish, silver
sides, croaker, yellow perch and 

"FISH ARE A WORLD I KNOW," SAYS 

ANNAPOLIS TUTOR JASON TIPTON 

pipefish as some of the fresh 
water and marine life plentiful in 
this estuary. 

"Fish are a world I know," 
Tipton says. An ichthyologist, 
with a master's in evolutionary 
biology and a Ph.D. in philoso
phy, Tipton wrote his disserta
tion on Aristotle's On the Parts 
of Animals. Before coming to 
St. John's, he spent a year in 
Greece as a Fulbright fellow 
tracking down, and finding, 
Aristotle's fish. " One doesn't 
have to be an ichthyologist," 
Tipton says, to stumble around 
in the marsh. 

''I'm paraphrasing, but 
Aristotle says: 'Don't be afraid 
to root around in the organic 
world; there are gods here too.' 
I love that idea. There 's some
thing about getting your hands 
dirty; Aristotle suggests some
thing rhetorically powerful 
about that." 

More than 2,300 years ago, 
Aristotle paid careful attention 
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to the eating, mating, and 
breeding habits of fish in 
their habitats. "Small, 
ugly, insignificant fish 
consumed his thinking," 
he says. Jars of alcohol
preserved go by and 
blenny-Aristotle's one 
fish, found to be two 
through Mr. Tipton's 
research- line a win
dowsill in Mellon. On one 
jar, crowded with sturdy 
grayish-brown fish , each 
about two fingers long, 
the label reads: " Bay of 
Kallori, Lesvos, 4 km. N. 
ofPyrrah, 75 m below s 
altmarsh." 

Nearby, tanks of marsh 
fish from College Creek, 
some wiggly, some mel
low, inspire ongoing 
student examination. 
Atop one tank, a note 
warns observers not to 

touch or "you might get a case of 
nasty microbes." 

Freshman lab assistant Allison 
Hennigan (Ao6) explains the 
truth behind the joke: "Little 
white crustaceans, about the 
size of a dime," had attached 
themselves to the gills and eyes 
of certain fish. Eventually, the 
arthropod parasites would have 
worked their way into the blood 
vessels on the gills or, after 
sucking eye fluid, entered the 
bloodstream through the eyes. 
Biocalm, an anesthetic, seemed 
to get the fish drunk, recalls 
Hennigan: "The fish were doing 
backllips. The parasites seemed 
drunk, too." The drug worked, 
and the fish are healthy. 

Students don't dissect these 
specimens. Instead, Daly goes 
to a local seafood store to get 
"kitchen fish" such as rockfish, 
flounder, and bluefish, for 
students to dissect in lab. -t-
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pARADISE LOST: REGAINED 

PARADISE LosT, r668-rg68 : 
THREE CENTURIES oF CoMMENTARY 

Edited by Earl Miner, co-edited by 
William Moeck (A80), corresponding 
editor Steven Jablonski 
Bucknell University Press, 2004 

BY G. A u GusT DErMEL, SF2004 

---·--hen William Moeck 
graduated from 
St. John's in 1980, 
he could not have 
envisioned one 
day co-editing a 

massive volume of commentary on 
Paradise Lost. First, like many Johnnies, 
Moeck had developed "a healthy contempt 
for secondary sources." Second, he had 
skipped the Milton reading and seminars. 

"I remember fearing that Milton would 
be a boring or difficult author," Moeck 
says. "Samuel Johnson once said that while 
everyone could recognize the greatness of 
Paradise Lost, no man ever wished it 
longer." 

When Moeck moved to New York after 
graduation, he kept his Shawcross edition 
of the poem along with his other Program 
books. Feeling guilty that he had never 
gotten around to it, Moeck toted the book 
along on vacation many years later and 
discovered that he had missed a truly great 
book. "I recall with vividness that on 
vacation in 1988 I found clever and 

Paradise Lost 1668-1968 
,.HREE CENTURIES OF COMMENTARY 

" tdttor Enrl M1ner 

Co·Edttor Wtlham Moec.k Corresponding £d1tor Steven Jablonski 

admirable the speeches of Satan. 
I r ecall how moving the domestic 
tragedy of Adam and Eve to be, 
when Adam practically insults her 
for wanting to go off to the garden 
alone. If we are able to read 
Genesis as literature nowadays , 
Milton must be given partial credit 
for that change, fm he has told a 
better story than the Bible itself," 
he says. 

Reading Milton inspired Moeck 
to look into graduate school, and 
he later entered a doctoral pro
gTam in English literature at City 
University of New York. As he 
wrote his dissertation, he began to 

examine how passages from other 
works influenced Milton. His dis
sertation adviser connected him 
with Princeton University profes
sor Earl Miner on the project that 
would eventually become Paradise Lost 
1668-tg68: Three Centuries of Commentary. 

When he first conceived of the book 
more than a decade ago, Miner (who died 
last April) envisioned a reference book of 
allusions on the Milton epic. Miner and 
an early collaborator on the project, 
Steven Jablonski, had begun collating rep
resentative work from scholars of Milton. 
When Moeck joined the pToject in 1997, 
"a different sort of problem emerged in 
terms of defining what an allusion is." 

"Imitation, echo, copy, allusion-even 
parody and farce-all form a network of 
words with related meanings . They imply 
some sort of relationship between one text 
and another that can be studied and 
qualified. But how rigorously can one 
establish how they differ from each other? 
Is an unconscious borrowing also to be 
considered as related to allusion?" 

Moeck provided an example in the 
oft-quoted passage where Satan says, 
"The mind ... Can make a Heaven of Hell, 
a Hell of Heaven." 

"Has Milton here borrowed unwittingly 
from Shakespeare's Midsummer Night's. 
Dream, where one character says 'I'll 
follow thee , and make a heaven of hell' 
(2.1.243)? The character in question, 
Helena, is merely the frustrated lover of 
Demetrius, and not the diabolic perverter 
of humankind. Would Milton in his lines 
thus more likely be responding to the 
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IT TOOK HIM IO YEARS TO GET TO THE READING, 
BUT PARADISE L OST EVENTUALLY CAPTIVATED 
WILLIAM MOECK. 

metaphysically-oriented Hamlet instead, 
who also says ' There is nothing either good 
or bad, but thinking makes it so' (2.2.248-
49)? Or do we have to look elsewhere for 
Milton's sources, in Thomas Browne, for 
example, or in the writing of the stoics?" 

Together Miner and Moeck combed 
through the available work on Milton 
and chose commentary on each of the 
12 books ofMilton's poem. A research 
library unto itself, the book includes the 
best commentary from Patrick Hume 
(r6gs) to Alastair Fowler in rg68. 

Now a pTofessor at Nassau Community 
College in Garden City, N.Y., Moeckis 
reading Augustine, Freud, Darwin, and 
Marx with students in an interdisciplinary 
program. The contempt he once held 
for secondary sources has diminished 
considerably, but he still believes in the 
value oheading original texts before the 
commentary of others. 

"I think the very idea of such a reading 
of the classics is embattled nowadays , and 
probably the strongest line of defense 
against the pre-professional training 
vaunted by most undergraduate schools 
would be to invoke the shibboleth ' critical 
thinking,' " he says. ~ 
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CoMMITTED TO HELPING FAMILIES AND CHILDREN 
Linnea Back Klee, A67, Balances I deals and Details 

BY CAROLINE KNAPP, SFoi 

rom her fourth-floor 
office in San Francis
co's Mission District, 
Linnea Back Klee 
(A67) has sweeping 
views of the city, from 

Nob Hill across the bay to the 
shipyards of Oakland. Seagulls and 
ragged palm trees flap in the foggy 
air; down below, high school 
students straggle down the sidewalk, 
swinging their backpacks. Construc
tion cranes sway up over the traffic 
lights of Van Ness. 

Inside, order reigns . Klee's desk
from which she directs one of the 
city's largest nonprofits, administers 
an annual budget of$ so million, and 
manages a staff ofr3o-has perhaps 
three stacks of paper on it, each 
corralled in its own tray. There are 
no aging Post-its, no toppling files, 
no stray paperclips. Even her 
awards, bronze plaques from the 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
and various nonprofit groups, are 
neatly aligned on the bookcase. 

The Children's Council of San 
Francisco, Klee's professional home 
since 1993, strives to make sure that San 
Francisco's working families can meet one 
of the most basic needs of daily life : afford
able , high-quality child care. The council's 
referral programs put parents in touch 
with child-care providers, its education 
programs train caregivers, and, perhaps 
most crucially, its subsidy programs 
administer the monthly payments that 
put child care within the financial reach of 
low-income mothers and fathers. 

But, not to lose sight of the social 
environment in which all these individual 
choices are made, the Children's Council 
is also a major advocacy force in San Fran
cisco, Sacramento, and Washington. 
Through public policy lobbying and 
grassroots organizing, Children's Council 
employees and volunteers do their best 
to bring the needs of working parents, 
child-care providers, and children before 
lawmakers and voters. 

"People are finally 
starting to get it. " 

LINNEA BACK KLEE (A67) 

At the helm of all this, Klee, a gracious, 
attentive woman with a generous smile, is 
the first to admit that her work is not for 
everyone. "It goes from the sublime to the 
ridiculous," she says. "I've got employee 
parking problems .in front of me one 
minute, then major public funding 
questions." 

But Klee's background has made her 
comfortable in balancing ideals and 
details . Although she attended St. John's 
40 years ago, she still remembers loving 
Euclid and the freshman-year program. 
"I really loved the curriculum," she says a 
little wistfully. "But I just couldn't talk. I 
was an introvert in an extrovert's college." 
Klee followed her brother, Eric Back (A6s), 
to Annapolis in I963. But midway through 
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A "QUIET" JoHNNIE, LINNEA BAcK 

KLEE FOUND HER VOICE IN ADVOCACY. 

her sophomore year, Klee wrote a 
letter to tutor Barbara Leonard 
(HAss) about the difficulties of 
being a quiet Johnnie, packed her 
bags, and went on to earn a degree 
at George Washington University. 

Klee's journey from the ether to 
the grassroots can be traced in part 
through her higher degrees: after 
GWU, she earned a master's in cul
tural anthropology from Catholic 
University, then a Ph.D. in medical 
anthropology from the University of 
California, San Francisco. Klee had 
considered following her husband, 
Earl Klee, into teaching. But her 
thesis project, on cultural percep
tions of illness in history, refused to 
be contained in the classroom: 
by1983, the AIDS epidemicwas 
exploding like a shell over San 
Francisco, and suddenly the most 
interesting sources weren't in the 

library. They were in the hospitals and in 
the streets. Thus began Klee's decade of 
~eldwork in medical anthropology. 

An introvert no more, she interviewed 
women about their attitudes toward child
birth, former GM workers about their 
alcohol abuse, children of alcoholics 
about their parents. In 1985 she joined a 
colleague at the newly founded Center for 
the Vulnerable Child at Oakland's Chil
dren's Hospital, where she continued her 
work as a researcher with the center's tar
get population: children in foster care. "I 
loved going and meeting all those people 
and talking to them," she says. 

But her work at the Center for the 
Vulnerable Child was leading her toward 
another emerging talent: As program 
coordinator of an innovative and perpetu
ally underfunded nonprofit, Klee began 
writing grants. By the time she left in 1993 
to become the executive director of the 
Children's Council, she had become very 

continued 
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HEl\'RY SHRYOCK JR. was recently 
awarded "The President's Call 
to Service Award" by the 
President's Council on Service 
and Civic Participation. 

1935 
"I'm still working- practicing law 
for the past 66 years and I hope 
to get it right soon!" writes 
RICHARD WOODMAN. 

Milestones: GIL CRANDALL writes 
that he celebrated his 8gth 
birthday on July r, 2004, and 
classmate MARTIN RAuscH 
celebrated his goth birthday 
on July 8, 2004. 

ERNEST HEINMULLER writes to 
say that the " 'keep reading, keep 
learning' credo ofWinkie 
[Stringfellow Barr] is still alive: 

continuedJr:om page 30 
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I've just completed r6 weeks of 
training in getting certified as a 
volunteer hospital chaplain." 

1943 
At 85, MILTON PERLMAN is still 
reading many hours a day: "The 
most important benefit of the 
Program is a love of reading. I am 
still hoping that at least the first 
part of Proust's novel will be 
restored to the fourth-year list." 

GEORGE R. TRIMBEL JR. hecame 
a great-grandfather with two 
great-grandsons born one week 
apart in October 2004. 

1949 
THE REV. FREDERICK P. DAVIS 
writes from California that his 
son, David, is expected back 
home from a convalescent center 
early this spring after suffering 
several health problems, includ
ing a broken leg and infections 
that settled in both legs. The 
Rev. Davis and his wife, Rita, are 

eager for the homecoming: "We 
have not seen him for three years , 
given our own driving limita
tions-twenty minutes to and 
from church each Sunday is the 
longest, with Rita on 24-hour 
oxygen, etc." 

GEORGE WEND continues to 
participate in the Baltimore 
Alumni Association chapter's 
book discussion group. The 
summer before last, he took a 
trip to Peru to visit Machu 
Picchu, the Andes, and the 
Amazon. This past summer, 
he took a two-week river cruise 
from Moscow to St. Petersburg. 

1957 
Enjoying the retired life, 
JOAN CoLE just returned from an 
Alaskan cruise. "The glaciers, 
mountains, lakes, and wild life 
are too impressive for words. 
Residents spoke about their 
state with the enthusiasm and 
pride of staunch St. Johnnies," 
she writes. 

rg6o 
HILDRErH BECKER (HILDY 
SMITH) writes: ''I'm a happy 
grandmother again: grandson 
Alexander Paige, son of rg88 
[Annapolis] alumnus CHRISTINA 
MYER PAIGE. He joins his sister 
Adela, who is now nine. Christi
na is working full time as a high 
school math teacher. What have I 
been doing since attending the 
college? I pursue my studies in 
philosophy and other esoteric 
pursuits." 

1962 
JOHN FRANKLIN MILLER is presi
dent of the board of the Library 
of American Landscape History. 

rg68 
PETER Co EN (A) is currently 
employed as an assistant public 
defender in Bradenton, Manatee 
County, Florida. 

ANTIGONE PHALARES (SF) spent a 
week in Santa Fe in July staying 
with ALLISON KARSLAKE LEMONS 
(SF68), DoN (SFGigr), and two 

she says, "if you're interested in pursuing 
the Good. That's what we do." 

good indeed at nonprofit management and 
her grant writing was paying the salaries of 
the entire staff. 

gets int~rviewed for articles, and at work 
she goes weeks without seeing a child. She 
writes the position papers for the council's 
public policy committee and sits on the 
policy boards of sister nonprofits. But she 
is acutely aware that the 30o,ooo children 
on the waiting lists for public assistance 

As for less practical pursuits of the 
Good, Klee still hasn't given up on the 
idea of St. John's. She and her husband, a 
professor at UC Berkeley, visited Santa Fe 
last summer and are already thinking that 
perhaps, when they retire, getting a few 
more degrees might not be amiss . "I 
wouldn't have any problem talking in 
seminar now," Klee says, laughing. --$-

In her II years with the Children's 
Council, Klee has supervised its expansion 
from a neighborhood organization with 
35 employees to its current status as a 
statewide player with 130 employees and its 
own building. She's been gratified to see 
public opinion shift on child care ("people 
are finally starting to get it"). 

Today Klee's work continues to walk the 
line between the big picture and the indi
vidual story. These days, she's the one who 

in California represent not only budget 
dollars but also individual families with 
complex, often pressing needs. 

What more, she's aware that the work 
she strives so hard to keep organized, there 
in her office with the city laid out all 
around her, is work that truly can- in the 
most simple ways- help many of those peo
ple. Nonprofit management is a good field, 
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Caroline Knapp lives in Berkeley, 
California, and is an editorial assistant at 
the University of California Press. 



sons Micha 1md Than, and a 
St. Johnnie , JAKE, a junior at the 
Santa Fe campus. "We gathered 
around the television listening to 
the speeches of the Democratic 
convention. It was delightful to 
be amongst politically like-mind
ed friends. Allison and I enjoyed 
a three-night, do-it-yourself 
retreat at the Holy Archangels 
skete near Canones in northern 
New Mexico. We had lunch with 
Claudia and Sam Lancombe and 
reminisced and sputtered over 
the political mess-o-potamia our 
government has gotten us 
embroiled in. Both Allison and I 
face the empty nest; this fall her 
sons leave for Italy and Hungary. 
My daughter, Heather, is already 
in Paris." 

1969 
LINDA M. BERNSTEIN (A) writes: 
"Our first grandchild was born in 
August. We are fortunate our son 
and his wife and their new son 
live in Philadelphia so we can 
enjoy their company and watch 
him grow. Meanwhile, our third 
son has left home to become a 
freshman at Guilford College in 
Greensboro, N.C . We would 
be 'empty-nesters' but our 
middle son has moved back 
home until he gets established 
after graduating from Boston 
University last May." 

JoHN GOODWIN (SF) is now 
marketing director at the Plaza 
Hotel in Las Vegas, N.M. "I am 
also the president of Habitat for 
Humanity in Las Vegas llJ.ld with 
any luck will be single soon! " 

RACHEL HALLFORD 'I'REIMAN (A) 
decided it was time to bring The 
College up to date: "I divorced in 
2001, and after my son entered 
college, sold the house in New 
York and returned to Lewistown, 
Montana, where my brother 
lives, last December. I am now 
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coordinator for the Retired and 
Senior Volunteer Program cover
ing Fergus County and Judith 
Basin County. Since that is only 
30 hours a week with no benefits, 
I also work online 20 hours for 
benefits . My oldest, Grace , is now 
21 and a senior at the University 
of Pennsylvania, majoring in his
tory. My son Andrew is 19, a 
sophomore at the University of 
North Dakota, majoring in Air 
Traffic Control and on an Air 
Force ROTC scholarship, plan
ning to go career Air Force. I love 
being back in Montana. I was 
born in Lewistown (left when I 
was six) and therefore , for many 
of the older folks I identify myself 
by my grandfather, mother, and 
her siblings. That slots me in the 
scheme of things. I'm fortunate 
my family was liked back then
people have long memories out 
here!" 

If you've lost track of BRAD ARMs 
(A), it's because he and his family 
have been on the move: "2004 
was the year of moving for 
us ... three times! After living in 
various parts of the country 
based mainly on the job ... we 
finally had a chance to pick where 
we wanted to live . We had always 
liked Oregon for its beauty and 
friendliness .. . so in early 2004, 
we sold our house in Simsbury. 
Since the house sold quicker than 
we expected, we moved into a 
1930 Colonial, which we had 
fixed up as an investment 
property. We were there for two 
months while we made arrange
ments to move West. And then it 
was on to Lake Oswego, Ore., 
where we rented a house while we 
decided exactly where we wanted 
to live and what to buy. Finally, 
on November 30 , we closed on 
our new house in West Linn, 
which is about ro miles south 
of Portland. The house is compa
rable in size to the one in 

Simsbury. It is built on the hill, 
which gives it a view of Mt. Hood 
in back. J en & Chris have started 
classes here locally. Their inter
ests are in computer animation 
and web site design. Meanwhile, 
we are settling into the new 
house and learning about all that 
Oregon has to offer." 

ROBIN KOWALCHUK BURK (A) is 
at West Point: "I have been 
teaching at the U.S . Military 
Academy for the last 3 years , 
first in the computer science and 
information technology 
programs and now in the systems 
engineering department, where 
I currently advise groups of 
seniors applying Multiple 
Objective Decision Analysis and 
simulation techniques to projects 
for real-world clients. I've also 
begun doctoral studies at SUNY 
Albany in the Information 
Science program, with a focus on 
intelligent software agents and 
their application to group 
decision making. Best regards to 
the staff at St. John's and to all 
the alumni that ROGER (A74) and 
I missed seeing this past weekend 
at Homecoming." 

O'Flynn is now an EMT and 
looking forward to joining a 
New York ambulance crew. 

1974 
MARIE CLARK AVERY (SF) has 
four sons : Justin, 20; David, 18; 
Josh, 14; and Tyrel, rr. She 
taught for the Jicarilla Depart
ment of Education, Apache 
Government. A founding 
member of the National Cam
paign for Tolerance, she also 
received the National Nomina
tion to the Wall of Tolerance in 
February 2oor. The wall, she 
notes, was designed by Maya Lin 
and is similar to the Vietnam 
Wall. She started her master's 
degree program in rggg and 
most recently has been a special 
education teacher in Espanola. 

1977 
CLIFF ADAMS (A) is divorced 
and has three children: " I live in 
Germany, I'm traveling a lot, 

· .. .... · · · · · · · · · · · · · · .. .. · · · · · · · · · · · .. · and loving life." 

1973 
DONNEL (A) andJANET O' FLYNN 
(A74) moved to Hamilton, N.Y., 
home of Colgate University, on 
Oct. r6 , 2004. Donnel will be 
rector of St. Thomas' Episcopal 
Church . Janet will work as a 
therapist, probably in the public 
schools. AIDAN O'FLYNN (Aos) 
graduates in May. Kathleen 

JUDY KISTLER-ROBINSON (SF) 
recently visited classmate ELIZA
BETH (COCHRAN) BOWDEN (SF) 
at her home in Marblehead, 
Mass. The two celebrated their 
birthdays and being friends for 
more than half their lifetimes at 
the Kripalu Yoga Center in the 
Berkshires. Judy also watched the 

continued 

LABoR oF l~ovE 

M 
AGGIE JACOBS (SF71) has been engaged in the 
type of work that reaps real rewards: "Mter 

three years of composing music for Hebrew 

prayers , I am about to release a CD of my work. 

I don't expect to make any money from it, but 

I'm hoping that my music will find an audience." -*'" 
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FRoM HINDU FESTIVAL To HIGH ScHooL BASEBALL 
Alex Shear, SFoo, Explores Lffe Through Documentaries 

BY R o sEMARY HARTY 

lex Shear (SFoo) has 
had front-row seats 
to two very different 
phenomena united 
by the fanatic zeal of 
their participants. 

The first is the Maha Kumbh Mela, 
a Hindu festival believed to be the 
largest gathering of individuals in 
the wOTld; 27 million people made 
the pilgrimage to wash away their 
sins at the Sangam at Allahabad in 
January 2oor. The second is the 
National High School Baseball 
tournament in Japan, a two-week 
contest which draws the rapt 
attention of the whole baseball
crazed country every August. 

In India, where he recorded 
digital sound for the film Take Me to the 
River in 2001, Shear worried about being 
crushed in the crowds, never quite managed 
to get enough to eat, and met a famous yogi 
who had been holding his right arm up in 
the air for 30 years. "His fingernails were six 
inches long," says Shear. 

Working on the baseball film, Koko
yakyu, in Japan last summer, Shear ate 
sushi, worked long hours, and met 
Takashima Kantoku, the most successful 
high school baseball coach of all time. 
"Many Japanese consider him a living 
samurai," says Shear. This time Shear was 
producer of the project, with responsibili
ties in fund-raising, accounting, research, 
interviewing, and when it was his turn, 
getting everyone lunch. 

AB different as the two projects and 
cultures are, Shear found a common thread 
in the power of devotion to bring people 
together: "There were some similarities in 
that both were types of national fe stivals. 
In India we had millions of people from 
every possible state, and all these different 
cultures were represented. The high school 
tournament in Japan is the only national 
event like this. It's on TV all day, 24 hours a 
day and 20 million people tuned in to watch 
opening ceremonies. 

Only recently has Shear been able to 
devote himself full time to documentary 
filmmaking. After graduating from St. John's 
in 2000, he landed a job at a dot. com 
company in his hometown of Boston. But 

ALEX SHEAR, SECOND FROM RIGHT, SUITED UP 

FOR A PRACTIC E GAME. 

': .. it:S a nerve-wracking 
roller-coaster rzde. " 

ALEX SHEAR ( SFOO) 

when two of his good friends told him they 
were headed to India to make a film, Shear 
was desperate to go along. " I took a month 
off, paid half my airfare and volunteered to 
work for free doing sound," Shear says. 
" It was ll1l incredible experience." 

A few days after Shear got back to his 
promising job in Boston, the company 
folded and laid everyone off. He moved to 
New York to be involved in post-production 
on Take Me to the River, and took a few 
temp jobs. After September rr, Shear went 
back to Boston to sell ads for a tabloid. "The 
stories are short, you can read it on the 
train , and the ads get a lot of results, which 
helped us all make money." 

But the next time his filmaker friend 
Kenneth Eng called, Shear was ready to 
commit to the project on Japanese baseball. 
This time he quit his job and devoted his 
sales skills to raising grant money for the 
project through the nonprofit production 
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company Projectile Arts . He 
helped secure $roo,ooo in grants 
from foundations and sponsorship 
from United Air Lines. " I like the 
creative aspect, working out the 
content of the film ," he says. 
"And I like the 
entrepreneurial aspect, starting 
something from scratch, and 
against all odds, making 
it happen." 

Shear has always been a big 
baseball fan . "I felt there was very 
little known in the U.S. about 
Japanese baseball and it could be 
a great way to learn about a very 
mysterious culture. It's a film
maker' s dream: passion, history, 
culture, youth, sports- it really 

has it all," he says 
The crew interviewed players , coaches, 

cheerleaders , and fans, and filmed some of 
the most intensely played baseball Shear has 
ever seen. The work could be grueling; the 
temperature in the stands reached rr7 
degrees one day. One of the highlights for 
Shear was meeting Hidcki Matsui, 
who earned the nickname " Godzilla" in 
Japan before going on to become a N.Y. Yan
kees star. 

Immersion in such fanatical national 
fervor gave Shear a lot to think about. "As 
an American, I don't think I would want my 
son to play ro hours ofbaseball a day. It's 
kind of like milit ru:y school." 

Shear isn't sure he's found his career. 
Low-budget documentary filmmaking, he 
says, has its pros and cons. "Pros: it's 
creatively and intellectually stimulating, you 
are your ovm boss, and you get to travel and 
meet fascinating people. Cons: no money, 
job security, or vacation time; it takes 
forever, and it's a nerve-wracking roller
coaster ride . 

"To me the satisfaction comes from 
having an idea, which a whole bunch of peo
ple tell you can't be done , and going out and 
proving them ·wrong." 

Take Me to the River is showing at film 
festivals; Shear hopes it will soon be 
distributed nationally. AB for the baseball 
film, he and director Ken Eng hope 
PBS will pick it up for broadcast after 
production is completed this spring. _.. 
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As CRAZY AS IT SoUNDS 

W
ILLIAM (BRAD) HODGE (SFg2) is working for 
the Department of State, managing security 
issues for U.S. embassies in almost a dozen 
countries. "It's fun, challenging, gets me 
traveling all over the world, and reminds me 

of one thing I remember from the St. John's program, 'That 
which doesn't kill us makes us stronger,'" he writes. ""When 
that is not challenging enough, I volunteer as a police officer 
with the Washington, D.C., police department. Yeah, it's as 
crazy as it sounds."+ 

cows changing pastures while 
visiting LYNNE GATELY (A) in 
Randolph Center, Vt., where 
Lynne is a librarian. Lynne and 
her husband, David, run a dairy 
farm and a maple sugar business. 
Judy also visited KEITH HARRI
SON (SF) at his home in New 
Hampshire. Keith teaches law at 
Franklin Peirce Law School. Judy 
has been enduring Minnesota 
weather for more than six years 
now and is longing for a temper
ate climate '-vith mountains. 
Anyone with job leads in New 
Mexico, please contact Judy! 

ELIZABETH KOCSIS (A) has retired 
to a "hobby farm in north central 
West Virginia (my husband, 
Mike Kingston's, idea) where we 
home-school our two boys 
Steven (13) and Frank (g). I'm 
active in the inclusive state,..vide 
home-schooling organization 
(wvhea.org), which recently 
(2003) celebrated a political 
victory in the state legislature
elimination of a rule requiring 
home-schooling parents to have a 
college degree to home-school 
high-school-age children. 

}ULIA PERKINS (A) writes: "My 
daughter, MARGARET HENNESSEY, 
joined the class of ' o8 in 
Annapolis this year, adding to a 
bunch of alumni children in 
Annapolis now: Emma Plaut, 
Ao7, daughter of Richard Plaut 
(A77) and Carol Katrina (A7g); 
and Bekah Ross, daughter of 
Steve (A78); and Jessie Perry, 

Ao8, daughter of Steve Perry 
(A78). Maybe there are others?" 

1979 
GERALDINE M. KLINE (SF) was 
recently elected to a six-year term 
of provincial leadership for the 
Sinsinawa Dominicans in San 
Antonio, Texas. 

1980 
DANTE BERETTA (A) is teaching 
biblical Greek at St. Mary's 
Seminary and has been teaching 
Latin at Garrison Forest School 
since 1985. 

ELIZABETH JENNY (SF) says: 
"Greetings to fellow alumni! I am 
getting a lot of enjoyment from 
my alumni chapter. My family 
and I are doing well in Colorado. 
I invite you to see my work at 
http:/ /artist.bldr.net." 

1981 
ROBBYN JACKSON (A) has a 
"great new job as chief of 
Cultural Resources and Museum 
Management at San Francisco 
Maritime National Historical 
Park (check out the park at 
www.nps.gov I safr)." 

KARL STUKENBERG (SF) is direc
tor of Psychological Services at 
Xavier University's Psychology 
Department in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
He is also a tenured faculty 
member in analytic psychology. 

1982 
PATTI NOGALES (A) recently 
started her second year as an 
assistant professor of philosophy 
at California State University in 
Sacramento. "The kids and I are 
finding that Northern California 
has some advantages. I would 
love to hear from classmates." 

STANLEY SCHIFf (SF) has retired 
after 14 years teaching at Sierra 
Vista Junior High. 

DAVID WEITZEL (A) married 
Allison Hornvag in the fall of 
~woo, after Dave had finished his 
law degree at Catholic University 
that spring. They welcomed 
William Kenneth's arrival in 
October 2002. 

DAMON ELLINGSTON (A) is getting 
a Ph.D . in physics at the Univer
sity of Maryland College Park. 

MARY (PUTNICK) GARNER (A) is 
in her second year at Episcopal 
Divinity School and a postulant 
for the priesthood. Spouse 
GEOFF (A86) is the academic 
dean at the Naval Justice School 
in Newport, R.I. 

CHRISTINE GOWDY-}AEHNIG (A) 
and her husband, Mark, recently 
moved to Decorah, Iowa, and are 
looking forward to living in a 
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college town of over 8,ooo 
(six times larger than Preston!). 
Their eldest child, Alexandra, 
recently left for Hamline Univer
sity in St. Paul. "It's been a year 
of changes for us," she writes. 

TRISHAA. HoWELL (SF) is 
pleased to announce the 
publication of her newest book, 
a personal growth/self-help title, 
The Journeying Workbook: 
Unleash Your Inner Power. 
Trisha would love to hear from 
former classmates and can be 
reached at Trisha@Howell
CanyonPress.com. 

1989 
}ACK EGGLESTON (A) and EMMA 
MORTON EGGLESTON (SFgo) 
write: "We have moved back to 
our home state ofVirginia after 
many years of studying and 
working elsewhere. I am working 
as a hydrologist for the U.S. 
Geological Survey in Richmond, 
Va. Emma is doing a fellowship in 
endocrinology at the University 
ofVirginia Medical Center. We 
have three children ages 3-9 and 
are living in an old farmhouse 
near the mountains. 

"Hello friends!" writes KYRA 
LYNN ESBORG (SF). "I live in 
San Francisco and share intuitive 
healing practices and stress 
management as my business. 
My St. John's experience 
enhances every day. I am a wave 
diver in the ocean waters near my 
home, and enjoying life." 

LINDA HAMM GREZ (A) is thrilled 
to announce the birth of her first 
baby, Anna Helene Grez, born 
on Sept. 30, 2004-the week 
Mt. St. Helens erupted (hence 
Anna's middle name). 

NINDA LETAW (A) reports that she 
is the proud owner of Charlotte's 
Home Cooking, a personal chef 

service in Raleigh, N.C. 
She would love to hear from 
classmates. 

1990 
REV. GERARD THOMAS SPARACO 
(A) is living in Little Valley, N.Y. 
"It would be nice to hear from 

people," he says. 

}ONATHANYING (A) is a Ph.D. stu
dent in the School oflndustrial 
and Labor Relations at Cornell 
University in Ithaca, N.Y. 

1991 
FATHERKEvlNLIXEYL.C. (SF), a 
priest of the Congregation of 
Legionaries of Christ, is involved 
in establishing the new Church 
and Sports department within 
the Pontifical Council of Lay 
people as announced by the 
Vatican in August 2004. 

From CATHERINE BARRIER (A) 
and}IMDUGAN (Ag3): "We'd like 
to announce the birth of Lucy 
Eleanor Dugan on December 10, 
2004, in Los Angeles. We are, of 
course, convinced she is the most 
beautiful and smartest baby in 
the world. We just hope we can 
keep up. If anyone is rash enough 
to ask for pictures, they can 
contact us at ccb@ 
mnemonides.net! " 

BONNIE FORBIS (AGI) recently 
graduated as a certified nurse 
midwife from the Yale School of 
Nursing. She lives in Chicago 
with her daughter, Meaghan, 

age g. 
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1993 
CHRIS GRAM (A) has just started 
in practice as a vascular surgeon 
in Decatur, Ill. "We bought a 
great house on a lake and our 
daughter is two-and-a-half and 
doing very well." 

"I'm keeping very busy," writes 
JANE McMANUs (A). "Not only 
will I be an adjunct professor at 
the Columbia Graduate School of 
Journalism this semester, but 
Steve and I had our second little 
girl, Charlotte Mason, on August 
28. Big sister Jean just calls her 
'New Baby.' I can be reached at 
janesports@hotmail.com. Any 
Johnnies wanting to know more 
about J-school should drop me 
a note." 

1994 
LEAH MuLHOLLAND AucKEN
THALER (A) writes, "My husband, 
Ben, and I welcomed a son on 
June 10. Jonathan Titus Aucken
thaler completes our family, '"lith 
Nicholas Alan, 2, and Reggie 
Pit-Shephard, 8. I always wanted 
three boys. We moved from 
Brooklyn to Minneapolis three 
weeks after I delivered Nicholas. 
Ben got a job in finance here 
working for American Express. 
Not bad for a jazz drummer. 
"Anyone interested in catching 
up (Eddie, Matthew, Chad, 
Johnnie, Janice , et. al.), please 
e-mail me at leaha@ 
earthlink.net. And any of you 
Minn./St. Paul peeps (Paul, 
Amie, Muneet), let's have 
a thing!" 

1995 
" I am living the good life in 
sunny Phoenix, Ariz .," writes 
ALEX GOLDSTEIN (SF). "I own a 
real estate business, and way 
more wine and cigars than any 
human should possess . Any 
Johnnies in the area who want to 
drink, smoke, or talk smack, call 
me (602-405-9961). Best wishes 
to all my friends with whom I've 
lost touch ages ago ... " 

Greetings from VERONICA 
GVENTSADZE (AGI): "After some 
four years of teaching the human
ities at a university, I am back to 
being a student, this time in vet
erinary medicine. I have no 
regrets and am enjoying this new 
experience immensely, and while 
I have no doubt that I have made 
the right choice , my liberal arts 
background will always be there 
to help me along. So four years 
down the road I will be the 
'philosopher-vet,' for what that's 
worth . I would love to hear from 
my classmates and from any of 
those who remember me or who, 
like me, are in the midst of 
switching careers. But most of all 
I want to thank Mr. John Verdi for 
starting me on this great Ameri
can adventure some II years ago, 
and I have a question for him 
about Nietzsche. It's a long one, 
so I won't take up any more space 

here." 

}ULIA}. KELLY (A) sends in her 
first update since leaving 
Annapolis: "After graduation, I 
attended the Maine Photo Work
shops for six months , contribut
ing to my decision to attend the 
Savannah College of Art and 
Design in order to get an MFA in 
photography. After completing 
that program, I worked for three 
years with a commercial photog
rapher in Savannah. Convinced I 
could make a better living selling 
real es tate for my mother's large 
firm, I did that for several years 

{ THE CoLLEGE. St. fohn 's College. Winter 2 005 } 

35 

before meeting my fiance, and 
now am planning a wedding in 
early 2005, along with a move to 
Pensacola, Fla. I hope to get back 
into photography when I settle 
in, though I may end up shooting 
more images on the road than of 
weddings, as he is a musician and 
travels across the country. I'll 
keep you posted! If a band called 
the CodeTalkers ever plays in 
yow· town, please come out! My 
fiance is the banjo player!" 

MIKE LAYNE (SF) and family are 
still in Barrow, Alaska. "Our 
daughter, Audrey Rae, will turn 
three in February. And we are 
expecting a second child, a boy, 
in March. Feel free to e-mail me 
at michael.layne@north
slope.org." 

1996 
HEATHER POOL (SF) is a first
year graduate student at the 
University ofWashington in the 
political science department. 
She's currently a teaching 
assistant for Intra to Political 
Theory. " I will likely be doing 
political theory as my first field,'' 
she writes. 

1997 
Major news from }EHANNE 
DUBROW(A): "}EREMYSCHAUB 
(A) and I are engaged to be 
married. The big day is set for the 
end ofJuly 2005, in Washington. 
Jeremy is currently stationed out 
of Norfolk, Va. I'm in my second 
year of a Ph.D. program in 
creative WJ.'iting at the University 
ofNebraska-Lincoln, where 
I'm also teaching and working 
on the editorial staff of Prairie 
Schooner. This past summer, I 
spent two months in Oswiecim 
(Auschwitz), Poland, where I co
designed and created an exhibit 
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THE OTHER. SIDE OF THE WALL 
Navy PilotandAuthor Ross Mackenzie, AGio2 

BY RosEMARY HARTY 

ssigned to teach English at 
the Naval Academy five 
years ago, Ross Mackenzie 
(AGio2) crossed the street 
to see what the little college 
on the other side of the wall 

had to offer. AN avy pilot and 1994 graduate 
of the academy, he had been invited back to 
teach at his alma mater. "I went to visit a 
seminar at St. John's and literally ran into a 
good friend of mine from the academy 
[Mason New, AGIOI] who I hadn't seen in 
years," he says. "He told me, 'man, you're 
going to love it.' " 

An English major at the academy, 
Mackenzie's passion for language and 
literature has always had a 
rival in his passion for 
flying. Mter seeing Top 
Gun as a teen-ager, he 
went on to earn a private 
pilot's license and set his 
sights on one day flying 
the Navy's fastest jets. 
"Take a dark and stormy 
night and land a jet on the 
back of a ship that's pitch
ing and rolling- that really 
appealed to me." 

Mackenzie followed his 
older brother, Alec, into 
the Naval Academy. He 
did well enough to secure 
a coveted aviation billet, 
but had to wait to begin 
flight school and spent a 
semester as an English 
instructor at the academy. When he was 
called to flight school, Mackenzie still 
expected to fly jets-until a helicopter ride 
changed his mind. "I was sold on just that 
one flight." 

Flying helicopters has its own challenges, 
he adds . "You know where it is and what 
you have to do to get the aircraft on the 
ground before a catastrophic failure," 
he explains. 

Mter earning his wings, Mackenzie was 
stationed in San Diego and deployed twice 
to the Persian Gulf. When he was asked to 
come back to teach English at the Naval 
Academy, he needed to begin a graduate 
degree program, and St. John's was the log
ical choice. He was a] so eager to fill in gaps 

in his education. ''I'm proud of myNa val 
Academy degree, but as an English major, 
I was frustrated that I didn't end up 
reading some of the things I thought 
were important." 

The texts Mackenzie read at St. John's 
quickly found their way onto his syllabus at 
the academy; midshipmen in his first-year 
English class were assigned the Odyssey 
and the Canterbury Tales. "I probably had 
only a handful of English majors in my 
classes, but I was determined to get those 
guys excited about the literature," he says. 

At St. John's, Mackenzie was invigorated 
by the lively discussions in his classes. "The 
thing about the Graduate Insthute that J 

Ross MACKENZIE'S LOVE FOR BOOKS COMPETES 

WITH A LOVE FOR FLYING. 

find so remarkable is that it brings people 
from such vastly different backgrounds to 
share the same great works. Everyone 
brings their own life experiences with them 
to the table." 

Mackenzie was enrolled in the literature 
segment and discussing the Iliad when the 
terrorist attacks took place on September 
n; he was one of two students with military 
experience in his seminar. "You can read in 
these great books when and why it's appro
priate to put people in harm's way. I've 
been there and I was able to say 'this is what 
I believe in.' " 
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Now stationed in Jacksonville, Fla., 
where he is a full-time pilot in a reserve 
squadron, Mackenzie flies Seahawk 
helicopters, often on counter-drug mis
sions off the Florida coast. He's married to 
his high-school sweetheart, Elizabeth, and 
they have two boys: Stuart, 3, and 
Cameron, I. 

Last year, he put his liberal arts and 
Navy backgrounds together to take over a 
project his father, Ross Mackenzie, 
launched shortly after Mackenzie's brother · 
graduated from the academy. "My father's 
a newspaper writer who was frustrated by 
having two sons in the Naval Academy and 
listening to them talk-he always wanted 

to know what was going 
on-and he decided he 
could tell other parents 
about it." 

Brief Points (Naval 
Institute Press, 2004) was 
originally published in 
1993 and revised n Igg6. 
Much information in the 
book was dated, and g/n 
had brought changes to 
the academy. A major 
revision was needed, and 
the publisher gave 
Mackenzie the job. "I did 
interviews with everyone 
from midshipmen to aca
demic deans to athletic 
department personnel to 
find out what really makes 
the Naval Academy tick." 

Mackenzie observes that family 
members of middies are proud and excited 
about their children entering the Naval 
Academy, but they can be perplexed by the 
military culture. A glossm·y of terms that 
quickly become part of every plebe's 
vocabulary-Mackenzie calls it "Mid
speak"-is an important part of the book. 

Parents aren't always aware of what their 
midshipmen endure in terms of academic 
and physical challenges. In his introduc
tion, Mackenzie tells parents that the 
academy-like St. John's-isn't for every 
student. "As important as their advice is, 
their support and understanding are even 
more important," he says.~ 

,--------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------------------------

of art and poetry, 'The Lost 
Shabbos: the Jews ofOswiecim.' 
Two ofmypoemswere recently 
published in The Hudson 
Review. And, staying true to 
my St. John's roots, I'm still 
translating poetry, at the 
moment, sections from the 
19th-century Polish epic, Pan 
Tadeusz, by Adam Mickiewicz, 
which is nothing if not obscure." 

1998 
CINDY LUTZ (A) and VINCENT 
BAKER (Ags) were married on 
October 10, 2004, in Frederick, 
Md., nearly IO years after they 
first met by the mailboxes in the 
Coffee Shop. Johnnies in atten
dance included PAMELA BERGSON 
(Agg), JosH EMMONS (Agg)and 
the also newly-married MARISA 
Jo and BILL ERSKINE (A97). 
"We'd love to hear from any 
friends in the D.C. Metro Area: 
cinderlou@peoplepc.com." 

1999 
MELISSA "MISSY" PHIFER (SF) 
writes: "After completing my 
service in the Peace Corps in 
Haiti in 2002, I worked in 
various odd jobs until I began 
graduate school at Temple 
University in Philadelphia. 
Currently I am working at John 
Bartram High School teaching 
biology and working on my 
Master's ofEducation to be 
completed soon! I would love to 
hear from any of my former 
classmates- send me an e-mail at 
mphifeno@aol.com and let me 
know what you're up to. I hope 
all ofyou are well!" 

{ALUMNI NoTEs} 37 

2000 

KARINA I-lEAN (A) will receive 
her master of fine arts in drawing 
from New Mexico State University 
in Las Cruces, N.M. , this May. For 
the time being, she's keeping busy 
with exhibitions and teaching. 
"Will be relocating to southern 
Colorado soon-I'll be hiding in 
the mountains, making artwork, 
and protesting the Bush dynasty if 
anyone would like to join me
you're always welcome: karina
hean@hotmail.com." 

"It was a long road similar to the 
one described at the beginning of 
the Inferno, but after nine years I 
have reached the end of a long 
road," writes CHRISTOPHER 
VAUGHAN (A). "A j ourncy that 
took me from the University of 
Alaska and the wilds of the great 
Northwest to the warmth of 
Florida at Flagler College is now 
history. I have graduated from 
college at last!" 

2001 

}OSHUA VAN DONGE (SF) is still 
"slogging away" at the Universi
ty ofWashington's graduate 
program in architecture. 

"I've spent this year in 
St. Michael's, Md., serving an 
apprenticeship in wooden boat 
building," ANNE NEEDHAM (A) 
wrote last summer. "I'm now off 
to Naguabo, Puerto Rico, for a 
few months to do some house 
repair and child care for my 
brother and his family. After 
that, if you know anyone who has 
a wooden boat that needs work 
(i.e., anyone who has a wooden 
boat), please let me know." 

SYLVAINE RAMECKERS (A) is still 
working for Dateline NBC and 
currently completing diver 

certification training. She was 
recently in London and Hawaii, 
and is heading to France and 
Mexico shortly! She would love 
to hear from recent graduates 
and alumni in the New York area. 

Mter traveling to the far reaches 
of Thailand and New Zealand 
together, ANDREW RANSON and 
MARTHA ROGERS (both AGI) 
were married June 26, 2004, in 
Annapolis . Martha is continuing 
her studies in holistic healing 
while Andrew is teaching high 
school social studies and English 
in Baltimore County. They have 
found marriage to be greater 
than they ever expected and are 
looking forward to their next trip 
abroad as husband and wife. 

2002 

JAMES GILMORE (A) is studying 
phifosophy at Johns Hopkins 
University. "My e-mail is james
fgilmore@gmail.com, and it 
would be great to hear from any 

Johnnies, especially members of 
the class of 2.002.." 

CHARLES GREEN (AGI) writes: 
"After completing my course
work as an English literature 
Ph.D. candidate at Drew 
University, fhave moved back to 
Annapolis to prepare for my 
comprehensive exams. I look 
forward to getting to know the 
city and the college again, as well 
as seeing alumni old and new." 

"As of August 2004, I am living 
in San Jose, Calif. , passing on the 
love ofliberal arts by teaching 
general curriculum to eager 
fifth-graders," writes MEGAN 
MAxwELL-SMiTH (A). "My expe
rience is, so far, quite rewarding. 
I am at a very well-run school 
peopled by bright students and 
dedicated staff. I would love to 
hear from anyone inclined to get 
in touch: megan.maxwell
smith@sbc.global.net." 

}USTINNAYLOR (A) and DILLON 
WRIGHT-FITZGERALD (Aos) were 
married on June :12, 2004, in 

A STRONG FouNDATION 

orne things just seem meant to be, as AURORA 
CASSELLS (Ao4) writes: "My sister, boyfriend, and 
I, all of the most recently graduated class from 
Annapolis, are moving into a cute little house in the 
beautiful town of Shepherdstown, W.V., which my 
sister, PROSE, is buying. This itself is exciting news, 

since buying a house is considered a big step in establishing 
oneself, but the real reason for writing in about it is of course 
much more personal and familiar and Johnnie-based. 

"Mter our offer on the house had already been accepted and 
Prose was touring the outside of the house another time, she 
found a remarkable, unbelievable sign that this was the right 
house: It seems that someone had taken a finger to the concrete 
foundation for the newer part of the house at the back while it 
was still wet and written in 4-inch-high letters, underlined: 
The Program. So, three recent graduates are all moving into a 
house built on the foundation of the Program! 

"We also discovered that it was obviously meant for Johnnies 
from the Annapolis campus, since on the newly built back deck 
there was an old lawn croquet stake! Already in love with the 
little house and its great location, it was truly welcoming to find 
such friendly reminders of St. John's. " ~ 
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JoHNNIE B. ATHENS 

Athletic~ Aeschyl~ and Spzderman 

BY STEPHEN CoNN (SFg8) 

first came to Athens II years ago, 
a post-high school gift from and 
with my parents. Mom wanted 
to give me an introduction to 
classical culture before I headed to 
St.John's. Several years and jobs 

later, armed with only my Spiderman 2 
backpack and a whole lot of can-d?, I 
returned to Athens for the Olymp1cs. 

I checked in at my hostel, the Hotel 
Zorba on Victoria Square. Yannis the bell
boy was pleasant enough, the bunk area 
only had one unidentifiable odor, and the 
toilets flushed as long as you didn't put 
toilet paper in them. I learned .to j?urney 
on the Piraeus-Kifissia metro hne m order 
to get to the different stadiums. Fiery
browed Greek men pondered my Spidey 
backpack, while old ladies crossed them
selves every time we passed a church. 
Many events took place at the aptly 
named Olympic Stadium to the north, 
where people walked under va~t white 
archways while Greeks sat on lifeguard 
chairs and announced on bullhorns, 
"Parakalo [please] we are welcoming you 
to the Olympic Games. Water polo is on 
the right." 

But it was gymnastics I was after, my 
old sport, many beers ago. I sat down 
among sad-eyed Eastern-block:r~ to 
watch one of the women's prehmmary 
sessions. "GO KA-TY!" cried an 
anguished Englishman into my left 
eardrum. The Chinese girls tended to fall 
off the beam and stumble a lot. "No flash 
photos, sir," the usher chided me. So the 
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gymnasts happened to take an extra step 
when I shoot-coincidence! 

The Acropolis! Don't think I passed up 
the ancient stuff, folks. The next day I 
began the hike to that fount of democracy, 
The Temple ofNike . To the east of~he 
main structure, slightly down the ndge, 
are the remains of the Theater of 
Dionysus, where Sophocles and Aeschylus 
received their first performances. 
In honor of the occasion, I pulled out 
my copy of Lattimore's Aeschylus, and 
recited a bit of The Persians. A few cats 
living among the pillars gathere.d in . 
audience, and I felt the Apolloman veil 
had been suitably rent. 

And the women! Many a time I would 
approach a sellers' booth and say, "excuse 
me, would you have a ticketfor. .. good 
God!, I considered asking one of these 
Hellenic beauties for a night on the town, 
but reflecting on the Medea-like anger of 
most of my past dates, I opted for another 
evening of Amstel Lights at t~e Zorba. 

After sessions of table tenms and box
ing between various breakaway republics, 
it was time to head home. I brought an 
American flag with me on the flight . Not a 
huge hit in Athens, but the bu~z-ct~t 
customs officer in Atlanta notlced lt as 
he stamped my passport. 

"You bring that to the Games?' he 
smiled. 

"Yessir." 
"You must have waved that quite a bit," 

he said with a grin . 
"Well, if we can put a chimp in the 

White House then we should certainly be 
able to wave CHd Glory once and a while." 

Okay, I didn't exactly say this. ~ut ifye 
Johnnies old and new want to get m t~uch 
with the Mediterranean source, then JUSt 

put those terrorist fears away ~nd tell 
the ticket agent, "I want two t1ckets to 
paradise."-'$-

STEPHEN CONN WAVED THE FLAG AND 

RECITED THE PERSIA NS IN GREECE. 
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ABOUT THE CATS 
EBEKKA SHUGARS (SF or) writes, "For the most 
part, my life is quiet and full of cats. If they keep 
multiplying I might make crazy cat woman status 
at the early age of 35· I live with ANDRE\V SMITH 

and ISLA PINELO (both SFo3) . CAROLINE KN~P 

(SF or) recently moved from our house to a qu~et 
neighborhood and lives in a beautiful garden. I'm su~·e she m.lsses 
h . g her bedroom windows rattle when the cars dnve bywlth 
t::; bass all the way up . If anyone is in or passing through the 
Berkeley area, give me a holler." -$--

Millvi1le, Penn. The Naylors now 
live in Wilmington, Del., where 
Justin teaches at Nativity 
Preparatory School. 

2003 

Thorn Barry and MEG EISEN

HAUER (A) were married at 
St. John's College in Annapolis 
on July 31, 20o4. " Many thanks 
to everyone at the Annapolis 
campus who helped us to make 
this possible ," Meg writes. 

AARON FOSTER (A) is moving to 

Italy to study gastronomy at the 
new Universita di Scienze Gastro
nomiche (www.unisg.it/eng). 
He received a full scholarship. 
"Drop me a line at aaron .foster 
@gmail.com. I will be in 
Pollenzo, a small town outside of 
Bra, in Cuneo, Piedmont." 

ERIN HANLON (SF) Wl·ites: "I 
entered the University of Utah 
this fall as a Ph.D. student in the 
biology department. I am 
studying plant ecology with an 
emphasis on the impacts of the 
drought and climate change. I 
would be interested in hearing 
from any Johnnies in the Salt Lake 
area, whether they live here or are 
just passing through. I can be 
reached al either hanlon@ 

CLARE SULLIVAN IS GOING PLACES. 

biology.utah.edu or 
bugle song@ juno. com." 

RACHEL (ROCCIA) SULLIVAN (A) 

Wl·ites with an update on what she 
and husband MICHAEL SULLIVAi~ 

(Ao2) have been up to since 
graduation. "As many already 
know, we were married a week 
after graduating from St. John's. 
We then moved to Washington, 
D.C., so that I could take pre-med 
classes at the University of Mary
land, and so that Michael could 
pursue his Ph.D. in Philosophy 
(particularly in medieval scholas
tics, which should come as no 
surprise!) at Catholic University. 
He is now in his third year. In May 
of this year I gave birth to a 
daughter, Clare Veritas Sullivan, 
who is now a fat and happy little 
five-month-old. We bought a 
house in Silver Spring, Md., and 
I've begun studying medicine 
at the Uniformed Services Uni
versity, which is located right 

. ' 

across the street from NIH in 
Bethesda. I'm a commissioned 
ofii.cer in the U.S. Army and learn
ing to be an "Army Doc." I go to 
school with several ex-midship
men from the Naval Academy who 
think it's bizarre that a Johnnie 
would choose to join the military, 
but the idea of practicing "Good 
Medicine In Bad Places," as our 
motto goes, is really exciting and 
led me to choose this school over a 
few more prestigious ones that 
offered me slots. I found that 
medical schools were surprisingly 
receptive to me as a St. John's 
student, and would love to talk to 
and encourage anyone interested 
in applying: I can be reached at 
rmrsullivan@hotmail.com. I'm 
also happy to report that 
Michael's brother RANDALL (Ao4) 
has joined the Dominican order 
of priests, and has started his 
novitiate . He's enjoying himself 
immensely and has taken the new 
name of Ezra. In closing I'd like to 
say hello to all my old pals, to offer 
my spare room to anyone who has 
a reason to be in D.C., and to take 
this opportunity to encourage 
BEN FREY (A02,) and GABRIELA 

HURWITZ (Ao2) to call me back!" 

NATASHA VERl\iAAK (A) 
writes: "I just survived my first 
quarter of graduate school in 
the materials science and 
engineering department at 
the University of California, 
Santa Barbara ... woah! 
Visitors welcome." 
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2004 

LAURAA:NNEMANGUM (A) 

married Michael Moore on 
June 5, 2004·. 

39 

PAUL McLAIN (SFGI) was 
awarded a scholarship to attend 
Yale University Divinity School in 
New Haven, Conn. He completed 
an intensive Koine Greek class 
this summer and is settling into 
his first of three years' work 
toward a Master of Divinity 
degree. Ruthie, his wife , is office 
manager ofHistoRX, a medical 
research firm affiliated with Yale. 
She now serves her patented 
Thursday Night GI Gathering 
Homemade Goodies to "Divvies" 
instead ofJohnnies. They have 
been blessed with a rent-free 
four-bedroom parsonage provided 
by St. Andrew's United Methodist 
Church, where they work part 
time. Johnnies are welcome to 
stay when making New England 
pilgrimages. Contact 
pkmclain@comcast.net if 
you are headed their way or if 
you would just like to keep 
in touch. -$-

WHAT's UP? 

The College wants to hear from 
you. Call ns, write us, e-mail us. 
Let your classmates know what 
you're doing. The next issue 
will be published in May; 
deadline for the alumni notes 
section is March IS. 

IN ANNAPOLIS: 

Tlze College Magazine 
St. John's College, P.O. Box 28oo 
Annapolis, MD 2I404; 
rosemary.harty@sjca. edu 

IN SANTA FE: 

The College Magazine 
St. John's College 
Communications Office 
n6o Camino Cruz Blanca 
Santa Fe, NM 87505-4599; 
alumni@sjcsf.edu 



REMEMBERING 

MISS LEONARD 

At a memorial service in October, former 
St. John's tutor and Assistant Dean 
Barbara Leonard (HAss) was remembered 
as a star athlete with a zeal for competi
tion, a scientist with an inquisitive mind, 
and an able administrator with a skill for 
strongly-worded memos. Mostly, she was 
remembered as a good friend. 

Miss Leonard died last August in 
Oberlin, Ohio. Her health had been 
failing for several years. She 
had retired from the college 
in rg87 after serving as 
assistant dean and tutor for 
36 years, but continued to 
serve the college as a 
member of its Board of 
Visitors and Governors for 
several more years. 

In the midst of Homecom
ing festivities, alumni, 
tutors, and former col
leagues of Miss Leonard's 
gathered in Francis Scott 
Key Auditorium to share 
their memories of a strong
willed woman with a great 
sense ofhumor. And 
although she was dean of 
women for just one year 
before her title became 
assistant dean, Miss 
Leonard remained a role 
model, confidante, and 
friend to generations of 
women at the college. 
Among them was Anita 
Kronsberg (A7g), who read 
from an account of Miss 
Leonard's life. 

Born and reared in Oberlin in what 
she described as something of an "idyllic 
childhood," Miss Leonard earned a 
bachelor's degree at Oberlin College 
and master's and doctoral degrees in 
zoology at the University of Rochester. 
She conducted research in histology at 
Yale Medical School before becoming a 
visiting lecturer at Oberlin. Before 
coming to St.John's, she taught zoology 
at Smith College. Her willingness to work 
with men and to compete in a male
dominated field had roots in her love for 
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"She came with us_, 
J'he read the bookJ' with 

us_, and J'he learned 
at our rate. " 

BARBARA BRUNNER KiEBLER (ASS) 

Mrss LEONARD PREFERRED THE CoFFEE SHOP 

To HER McDowELL HALL OFFICE. 

sports: As a third-grader she was the 
catcher on a boys' softball team. 

Through colleagues in Oberlin, 
President Richard Weigle (HJ4g) found 
Miss Leonard and brought her to 
St. John's to shepherd the first 25 women 
to attend the college. Miss Leonard had to 
win over the male students. 

"Although I encountered no resistance 
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from my colleagues, male students 
resented my presence when I arrived on 
campus," she later recalled. "In fact, 
prior to my appointment, it was a mass 
protest of the then all-male student body 
against the admission of women students 
that convinced the college leadership they 
needed to hire a female tutor and assistant 
dean. These students would constantly 
try to catch me off guard, 

so I pretended nothing 
fazed me." 

The following year, when 
the assistant dean for men 
took a sabbatical, Miss 
Leonard worked with both 
male and female students. 
From that point on, she 
said, "I never weaned those 
boys from me." 

In the early rg6os, Miss 
Leonard was a Fulbright 
lecturer in India. She was 
named an honorary faculty 
member of Lady Doak 
College and The American 
College, both in Madurai, 
India. When she retired in 
rg87, the students dedicated 
the yearbook to her: 
"Though gruff in manner, 
she has an eye for the 
humorous and is quick 
with a quip, delighting in 
repartee," theywrote. 
"She is also judicious in her 
advice and careful to keep a 
confidence . In her position 
she has heard many." 

Tutor emeritus Ben Mil
ner (HAg7) recalled that after their first 
meeting, 
he thought Miss Leonard to be a "retiring 
motherly sort. That was a Jirst impression 
-and one I would discover in need of 
correction," he said. 

When Mr. Milner began his new post, 
Edward Sparrow (HAg3), dean at the 
time, advised Mr. Milner about the 
"importance of cooperating with Barbara 
Leonard." "And to reinforce the point 
smilingly, he asked if I was familiar with 
her habit of firing off sharply critical 

memoranda and letters to 
various colleagues including 
the dean and president of the 
college," Mr. Milner added. 

In her time at the college, 
Miss Leonard became "the 
first among equals," and "her 
voice was always respected 
and often decisive," he said. 

"I think that it was univer
sally acknowledged that she 
had a love affair with the 
students," Mr. Milner said. 
"It was mutual and it was fun. 
Barbara enjoyed nothing 
more than a good joke, a 
hardy laugh, and she had a 
lot of company in this with 
students and staff as well. " 

Tutor emeritus Malcolm 
Wyatt (HAo3) shared 
McDowell 13 with Miss 
Leonard in the mid-rg8os. 
"She was very fond of the 
students," Mr. Wyatt said. 
"She maintained close 
friendships with successive 
generations characterized by sympathy, 
warmth, acrostic humor. And the source 
of that acrostic humor had a certain skep
ticism about it that sharpened her judg
ment but didn't keep her from being 
attached to the student body and hence, 
[she had] a very accurate perception of 
what life was like at the college from day 
to day." 

A member of the first class of women 
to graduate, Barbara Brunner Kiebler 
(class of 1955), said Miss Leonard was a 
genuine member of that class even before 
the Alumni Association made her an 
honorary alumna. "She came with us, 
she read the books with us, and she 
learned at our rate," Mrs. Kiebler said. 

With all the new rules the college 
adopted to keep men and women 
separate-and with the inevitable bending 
and breaking of those rules-Miss Leonard 
was "good-natured and flexible" even as 
the president and dean fretted over such 
matters. "She was sanguine about the 
relationship of the sexes-after all she was 
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BARBARA LEONARD BECAME AN HONORARY 

MEMBER OF THE CLASS OF I955 UPON HER 

RETIREMENT, BUT LONG BEFORE, THE FIRST 

CLASS OF WOMEN CONSIDERED HER ONE OF 

THEIR OWN. 

a biologist by training, she knew the 
inevitability of the relationship," she said. 

Miss Leonard could usually be found in 
the Coffee Shop , but she spent a great 
deal of time on the playing fields as well, 
Mrs. Kiebler noted. "Barbara broke the 
sports barrier for women at the college. 
There were no sports here for women 
except badminton and Ping-Pong. 
Barbara herself integrated the softball 
team ... she was a whale of a softball 
pitcher and she won her St. John's blazer 
for softball. Whenever I came back to the 
college at Homecoming, I would see her 
in the blue blazer and a pleated skirt, her 
school uniform. She wore it proudly." 

When Mrs. Kiebler brought her 
daughter, Amy Oosterhout (A82) to the 

4I 

college, she was pleased to leave 
her in the capable hands of 
Barbara Leonard. "Barbara told 
me how pleased she was to 
have at St. John's the children 
of her girls. I never heard her 
call us that before, but I guess 
that's what we were. She 
promised us she'd look after 
Amy, and she did." 

Two members of the Annapolis 
class ofrg8o, Didrik Schanche 
and Ann Schanche Ferro came to 
the college as Febbies, leaving 
their parents in Cairo, Egypt, for 
a college halfway around the 
world. In Miss Leonard, the 
sisters found " landfall and a very 
solid one in a sea of words and 
great books." Like many 
students, they forged a life long 
friendship with Miss Leonard. 

"Ann and I, being homeless, 
were often around campus or at 
least Annapolis during the 
holiday because Egypt was a little 
too far for a three-day weekend," 

Miss Schanche said. '"Miss Leonard would 
periodically invite us up to her apartment 
over the infirmary for a glass of wine and 
some conversation and just to help us feel 
that we did have a bit of home away from 
home." Ms. Leonard also was a stickler 
for certain thing, Ms. Schanche noted. 
One in particular was the correct pronun
ciation of the word' dissect.' 

"Most people, me included, pronounced 
it 'dye-sect,'" she said. "The correct 
pronunciation according to Ms. Leonard is 
' dis-sect' and she drilled that one in. I am 
now an editor and every time I try to 
correct someone's pronunciation of that, 
I think of Ms. Leonard." 

"She was there for us," Mrs. Ferro 
added. "And so in death she stays with us, 
too. She is locked in our psyches, in her 
flat-soled sneakers, her blue skirt
consistent, calm, humorous, solid, and 
generous to a fault with her support and 
guidance for us students. These are life
long gifts that Barb am gave us and that 
she expects us to share with others."*' 
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BEATE RuHM voN 0PPEN 

Beate Ruhm von Oppen (HAor), St. John's 
tutor emerita, died in August at her 
home in Annapolis. 

Miss von Oppen left Germany as a teen
ager to complete her secondary education 
in Holland, moved to England and earned 
a bachelor's degree at the University of 
Birmingham. She worked in political 
intelligence for the British Foreign Office. 
Mter the war, she took a job with the 
American Historical Association in 
Alexandria, Va., when she learned from a 
co-worker about an opening at St. John's. 

She taught at the college for nearly 
43 years, with an occasional break to write 
books, conduct research, and serve as a 
visiting professor at other colleges. 
Her interest in the role of religion in 
the German resistance led her to work 
before starting college in England: 
Letters to Freya, a collection ofletters 
written by Helmuth James von Moltke, 
a legal adviser to the Third Reich, to his 
wife, Freya. Von Moltke worked within 
the regime to undermine the Nazis 
before he was captured and executed. 
In 1989, the German edition of the book 
won the Scholl Prize, a prestigious literary 
award in Germany. 

At a memorial service last 
September, Miss von Oppen 
was remembered as a careful 
and diligent scholar, a lover of 
music (particularly Bach) and 
books, and a beloved sister, 
sister-in-law, and aunt. 
Several who spoke at the 
service referred to an essay 
called "The Tuning Fork," 
Miss von Oppen's account of 
the bewildering change in the 
Germany of her youth. 
The following is excerpted 
from the essay, originally 
publishedinHumanitas, the 
journal of the George Bell 
Institute. Miss von Oppen 
wrote of her attempt to go to 
Holland, where she hoped to 
work before starting college 
in England. 

"THE TUNING FORK" 

It was spring 1936. They took me off the 
train after it had crossed the border from 
Germany. They asked me for my religion
for while they wanted to protect the Dutch 
unemployed from the competition offor
eigners, they also wanted to protect the 
virtue of young women. I was 17. They 
accused me of coming to work in Holland. 
I denied it, though they were right. They 
had no proof, but I had the burden of 
proof. The fact was that I had in the prcvi
ous December passed the examination 
given by Oxford for entrance to British 
universities. Being penniless and not 
wanting to be a burden on the American 
uncle who had paid my school fees for the 
year that it had taken me to prepare for 
that exam, I had gladly accepted the 
school's invitation to stay on as unpaid 
general dog's body until it was time to go 
to England to study, the following Octo
ber. So I was earning my keep as matron's 
assistant, occasional coach or tutor, baby
sitter, and so on. But these services .. . were 
work prohibited by the law or regulations 
of the land that was, like most European 
countries-struggling with an economic 
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crisis at the very tim e when the Hitler 
regime created large numbers of refugees 
or would-be refugees- trying to keep such 
aliens out. 

To admit my status as a worker, albeit 
unpaid, would have meant being sent back 
to the fatherland, with the additional 
black mark of having tried to flee it. So I 
denied it. The denial was an automatic 
reflex. Unfortunately, my response to the 
question about my religion was equally 
automatic. I said 'Protestant,' having been 
baptized at birth according to the 
Zwinglian rite and having attended Prates- · 
tant religious instruction at my German 
schools, with even a spell of Lutheran 
Sunday school thrown in for good meas
ure. It was a mistake. I did have the pres
ence of mind and necessary minutes and 
pennies to send a cheery postcard about 
my 'good trip' to my Jewish grandmother 
in Frankfurt from the Dutch side. I wanted 
to reassure her; she had a heart ailment, of 
which she died before the year was out. 

Now I was put on the next train to 
Emmerich, where I was received-not 
to say taken into custody- by the Evange
lische Balznlzoftmission ... .It felt like a 

halfway house on the way to more 
serious, more purely political 
confinement. Theywere stern 
and forbidding and there was 
nothing evangelical about them. 
There was even a touch of 
Nazism. As I was sitting, some
what disconsolately, in a dark 
reception room, a boy of about 
eight came in and sang one of 
those Nazi songs-1 don't know 
why; perhaps it was just youthful 
exuberance. It grated enough to 
make me decide to accept no 
food from this establishment or 
run the risk of having to sit at the 
table with these professional 
Protestants. My grandmother 
had given me enough provender 
for the day. 

What I did not have was 
money, beyond the ten Marks 
one was allowed to take out of the 
country. When the woman in 

ALTHOUGH SHE WORKED IN 

BRITISH INTELLIGENCE DURING 

WoRLD WAR II, Miss voN 0PPEN 

RESISTED BEING CALLED A SPY. 

charge of this Internal Mission house 
allowed me to go for a short walk in town, 
I could not resist a tuning fork in the 
window of a small music shop. I went in 
and bought it. My instrument at the time 
was the violin, which I played as badly as I 
had played the piano and would later play 
the oboe. I may have justified the rash 
purchase to myself as useful: a violin has 
to be tuned and there isn't always a piano 
or other instrument present to give the 
pitch. It was a modest tuning fork and 
cheap, but it depleted my minimal 
resources. I probably realized this, yet 
probably felt, too, that there was not only 
practical but also symbolic value in a 
gadget that gave you the true pitch. 

Before I went for the walk in the strange 
town I had telephoned my school and told 
my friends there what had befallen me . 
They said they would certify me as a bona 
fide pupil- I was taking lessons with the 
music master-and get the local police 
to put an official endorsement on the 

JOliN AINSWORTH 

John Edgar Ainsworth, class of1942, 
died Sept. 30 following complications 
from a stroke. He was a resident of Silver 
Spring, Md. Until his retirement in 1984, 
Mr. Ainsworth was an atmospheric 
physicist at NASA's Goddard Space Flight 
Center, where he was primary designer of 
the Pioneer Venus probe. 

Mr. Ainsworth pursued many hobbies 
including ice skating, sailing, skiing, 
camping, windsurfing, hang-gliding, flying 
small aircraft, ballroom dancing, and jazz. 
He became one of the first students in the 
college's New Program when he enrolled at 
St. John's in 1938, but he left the college 
shortly after the attack on Pearl Harbor to 
enlist in the Army-Air Force. As the Wash
ington Post reported, Mr. Ainsworth was 
sent to the Pacific, and "took with him two 
books, both on calculus, and taught him
self the discipline while in the military." 
Mter returning from the service in 1946, 
he earned a bachelor's degree in mathe
matics at Harvard University. 

He is survived by his wife, Anne, and 
three children. 
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'-/1s I was sittin~ some
what disconsolately; 

in a dark reception room~ 
a boy of about eight 

came in and sang one 
of those Nazi songs ... " 

BEATE RuHM VON 0PPEN, THE T UNING FORK 

document that would suitably impress the 
Dutch border officials. The document duly 
arrived by Express mail the next day, but 
also a message that the police station had 
closed by the time that my friends had got 
there and that they had made their state
ment sound as persuasive as possible with
out the police back-up. They advised me 
not to try the same border crossing again, 
from Emmerich to Zevenaar, where I was 
now known, but to take another, from 
Cleve to Nijmegen, where I wasn't. 

JONATHAN AURTHUR 

Jonathan Aurthur (A68), who wrote a book 
about his son Charley's struggles with 
mental illness in The Angel and the 
Dragon, took his own life in November. 
He was 56 and had lived in Santa Monica, 
Calif. An account published in the Los 
Angeles Times said Mr. Aurthur leaped to 
his death from a soo-foot cliff in the Ange
les National Forest in Arcadia, Calif. His 
body was found Nov. 29. According to the 
article, friends said that he was despondent 
over several issues. 

Mr. Aurthur was profiled in the Winter 
2003 issue of The College. The article 
described his attempts to understand his 
son's illness and to determine if someone 
could have found a better way to help 
Charley, who committed suicide by 
jumping from a freeway overpass. 

Mter leaving St. John's, Mr. Aurthur 
attended the University of California, 
Los Angeles, where he majored in motion 
pictures. In the late 1g6os through the 
early 198os, he worked as a community 
organizer and documentary filmmaker. 
He was also the editor of a journal of 
political theory called Appeal to Reason 
and the author of a book on political 
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This meant crossing the Rhine. I boarded 
the ferry, paid my last Pfennige to the nice 
conductor, and asked him how far from 
the landing place on the other side the 
railway was. It was a fal.r step, especially 
with luggage. He found me a free ride to 
the station. This turned out to be a local 
butcher, who gave me the seat beside him 
in the van, with the carcasses behind us. 
He wasn't an anti-Nazi. He sounded like a 
Nazi or at least a loyal citizen to the Third 
Reich. In the absence of money I gave him 
my last German postage stamps and 
signed a document acknowledging my 
debt to him for the additional small 
amount it cost to connect my old rail 
ticket with the new stretch from Cleve to 
Nijmegen. 

So offl went, crossed the frontier with
out further incident, and reached the 
school safely. The tuning fork came in 
handy when we played Haydn quartets. 
I still have it. Tuning forks don't take up 
much space._. 

economy called Socialism in the Soviet 
Union. He is survived by a daughter, Jenny. 

ALSO NOTED: 

STEPHEN BRAUN (SF84), July 2004 

}OliN-DAVID HINDLE HAIIDT (AGI96), Sept. 9, 
2004 
CHARLES HYSON (class ofr937), March 8, 
2004 

PERCY KEITH Ill (class ofi949), Jan. 17, 
2004 

JoHN LOGUE (class of1950), June r, 2004 

}oHNMAGIDRE (class ofr946), March 13, 
2003 

ALAN PIKE (class of1937), Oct. 22, 2004 

MR. WILLIAMT. ROBERTS III (class of1951) 
ANDREW CAMERON SHERRARD }R. (class of 
1941), Nov. 7, 2003 

A. ROBERT SMITH (class of1937), June 2, 
2004 

ROBEitl' SNIBBE (class ofr937), June 8, 2004 

}OliN STERRETT (class ofr950), Aug. 14, 
2004 

RICHARD B. TAYLOR, class of1936 

THOMASUSILTON (class of1943), Oct. 15, 
2004 

VALYS ZILIUS (class of1958), Nov. 14, 2004 
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ALFRED MOLLIN 

Alfred M ollin, who died last August in 
Philadelphia, was a tutor for seven years in 
Annapolis. He later lift the college and 
embarked on a career at the Department 
of Justice, where he rose to the position of 
senior appellate counsel. Some alumni may 
remember him .from his days at the college, 
but many more know of him .from the Greek 
manual used at St. John :S. Tutor emeritus 
Robert Williamson (HAo2), who 
co-authored the manual, offered this 
remembrance at Mr. M ollin 's memorial 
service at the college last September: 

I first met Alfred Mollin when he visited this 
campus in order to sit in on classes and he 
interviewed for a position on the faculty. 
Fellow graduate students of his at Penn 
State whom I had known as students at 
St. John's suggested that he stay over at 
Marilyn's and my home .. . On the night 
before he returned to Penn State, he and I 
talked long into the night about St. John's 
College, about our common friends, about 
philosophy and the writings of philoso
phers, about politics and military history. 
By the time we arrived at the subject of our 
favorite movies, it was clear-I think to both 
of us-that our conversation, if allowed to 
continue into the coming academic year, 
would develop into a friendship. 

Since I first read his Ethics, Aristotle's 
account of friendship has seemed to me the 
truest and most helpful guide to under
standing what can generally be understood 
of an afiection so intimately bound up with 
the particularities of those who share in it. 
It is an abiding disposition or readiness to 
take pleasure in another's company and to 
wish for and work for that other's good. And 
it is reciprocal. But, as always with Aristotle, 
that readiness comes fully into being when 
it is set to work. The highest manifestation 
of friendship is shared activity which, in 
itself or in its goals, is good. Activity, unlike 
readiness, depends upon opportunity, has 
its starts and stops. There are high moments 
in friendship. And aside from the activity of 
raising children which husband and wife 
share, I have never enjoyed a more intense 
and sustained experience of friendship than 
in the two years Alfred and I collaborated in 
the production ofAnlntroduction to 
Ancient Greek. 

The idea was first his. We had both come 
to agree that the textbooks available at the 
time did little to encourage serious 
reflection on the forms and artful use of 
language. I had been content to supple-

{OBITUARIES} 

ment and occasionally correct the 
treatment given by Chase and Phillips' 
textbook, then in use. It was Alfred who, 
after giving two informal lectures on 
Greek and English grammar, proposed 
that together we produce a textbook with 
the aim of serving the principal aims of 
the St. John's language tutorial. At first I 
was skeptical. I'm glad he overcame my 
doubts . 

We decided that each of the major 
themes which would be recurrently 
addressed and developed in the course of 
the textbook should be passed back and 
forth between us. We knew that in what we 

"What we learned in the 
e:x:ecution was that 

same-mindedness can 
be generative: as we 

passed a theme back 
and forth~ each ones 

anticipated contribution 
was deepened and 

enlarged by the others 
prevzous one. " 

RoBERT WILLIAMsoN (HAo2) 

were setting out to do there was what 
Aristotle calls homonoia, same-minded
ness, on all that really mattered. What we 
learned in the execution was that same
mindedness can be generative: as we 
passed a theme back and forth, each one's 
anticipated contribution was deepened and 
enlarged by the other's previous one. It was 
truly a combined effort. 

But sequential combined efforts must 
have beginnings. Early on we had agreed 
that we would unfailingly present the text
book as an equal effort. He held me to the 
agreement on several occasions. That was 
an act of generosity on his part. Now that 
he is gone, I feel free to speak the truth. 
'I'he two most important and original 
insights .which gave rise to our project 
and which most pervasively shaped it 
were his. I mean the distinction between 
formal and material verb-complements 
and, especially, the unification of the six 
aspects of the Greek verb under the three 
elements of subject , predicate, and act of 
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speaking. The striking triangular diagram 
which he placed at the end of the introduc
tory chapter on the verb is the visible 
image of his unifying insight. In the years 
since, I have marveled at this unifying 
power in his thinking on the most various 
of subjects, a unification which respects 
and illuminates the differences of its units 
by revealing their togetherness. 

There was a third sharer in that activity: 
Chris Dill, later Chris Mullin, who was at 
that time secretary to the dean and then 
registrar at the college. In addition to 
those responsibilities, she undertook the 
final stages of preparation of the text for 
distribution to the freshman classes. This 
required the exercise of taste and judgment . 
as well as the transcription of Greek. Our 
goal was to distribute each lesson at least a 
week before it would be used by the fresh
man classes. She saw to it that we did, 
not only by doing her part but often by 
making up for time lost in our last-minute 
submissions ofrough drafts to her ... 

If I tried to describe Alfred throughout 
the time I knew him, the word with which 
I would begin and end is one with which 
Homer often describes his heroes: megath
ymos. In English: "great-hearted," though 
in Homer's use the meaning can range 
from "generous" (or "big-hearted" ) to 
"high-spirited." 

I have already mentioned one instance of 
Alfred's gcneTOsity. I wish to mention 
another, lest it be forgotten sooner than it 
should. Early in the fall semester which was 
to prove his last, John Kieffer (HA7o) fell 
ill and Alfred was asked temporarily to 
substitute for him in his feshman language 
tutorial. At that time a substitute was asked 
to serve on a pro bono basis for a couple of 
weeks and then would begin receiving a 
stipend in addition to his regular compen
sation. After a longer period ... the class 
would cease to be assigned to the incapaci
tated tutor and be reassigned to some other 
tutor, with proportional compensation. 
Alfred knew how strongly John Kieffer 
hoped to be able to return to his class, a 
hope which, as Alfred knew, would proba
bly never be realized. When the treasurer, 
Chuck Elzey, objected that under the 
Polity the college could no longer pay for a 
substitute, Alfred responded, "I insist on 
continuing as a substitute, and I refuse to 
be paid." Alfred continued as a substitute 
during John Kieffer 's remaining months 
and never told John what he had done for 
him ... + 

~------------------------------------------------------------------------------------, 
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FRoM THE ALuMNI 

AssOCIATION 

PRESIDENT 

Dear Johnnies, 

As alumni, we are always happy towel
come new members into our community. 
This fall we've had the occasion to open 
our doors to new students and a new 
leader. 

Welcome to incoming students-alumni 
of the future! 

Do you remember your first encounter 
with the idea of St. John's? Your first visit 
to a campus? First seminar? I certainly 
do, and those memories rushed back 
when; in late September, we hosted a 
prospective student reception in my 
home. "We" is the Twin Cities Chapter of 

-the Alumni Association and my husband, 
John. Together we welcomed a group of 

CHAPTER CONTACTS 
Call the alumni listed below.for information 
about chapter, reading group, or other alumni 
activities in each area. 

ALBUQUERQUE 
Bob & Vicki Morgan 
SOS-275-90I2 

ANNAPOLIS 
Beth Martin Gammon 
4I0-28o-0958 

AUSTIN 
John Strange 
2I0-392-SSo6 
Bev Angel 
5I2-926-7808 

BALTIMORE 
Deborah Cohen 
4I0-472-9IS8 

BOSTON 
Ginger Kenney 
6r7-964-4794 

CHICAGO 
Rick Lightburn 
lightburn@ 
earthlink.net 

young and enthusiastic would-be Johnnies 
and their parents . It was a remarkable 
gathering in many ways in addition to the 
personal time travel it afforded. 

One of the prospectives appeared with 
her mother in tow-an alumna herself, 
Annapolis class of 70-something. 

Another brought a sibling who began 
the afternoon clearly bored beyond belief 
and ended it rather curious about this 
strange place and the education it ofiered. 

Another parent had read the great 
books in her youth without benefit of 
conversation. She was thrilled to find out 
(via the "The Following Teachers Will 
Return ... " mailing) that such a place as 
St. John's existed. Her son was excited, 
too. Next fall he'll be off to Annapolis 
while she joins us for chapter seminars 
and contemplates the possibilities of the 
Graduate Institute. 

The story is that prospectives who 
attend such receptions are much more 
likely to come to the college than those 
who have no personal contact. It was a 
delightful party, and the Santa Fe Admis
sions office made it quite easy! If you are 
interested in hosting such an event, con
tact the Admissions office nearest you. 
Not onlyvvill you be doing the College and 
the prospectives a favor, but you'll also 
find an occasion to revisit memorable 
moments from your youth. 

Welcome to President Peters! 
As alumni from the East and West, we 

are pleased to welcome Mr. PeteTs as the 
new president of the Santa Fe campus. 
Mr. PeteTs' experiences have prepared him 
well for a role of productive leadership in 
the college community. He has dedicated 

DALLAS/,FORT NORTHERN CALIF. 
WORTH Deborah Farrell 
Suzanne Lexy 4I5-'{3I-8804 
Bartlette 
8I7-72I-9II2 PHILADELPHIA 

Bart Kaplan 
DENVER/BOULDER 2I.5-465-0244 
Lee Katherine 
Goldstein PITTSBURGH 
720-746-I496 Joanne Murray 

724-325-4I5I 
MINNEAPOLIS/ 
ST. PAUL PORTLAND 
Carol Freen1an Lake Perriguey 
6I2-822-32I6 lake@law-works. com 

NEW YORK SAN DIEGO 
Daniel Van Doren Stephanie Rico 
9I4-949-68II 6rg-423-4972 

': .. the foture if the 
college seemJ' stronger 
and brighter this year 

than ever_bifore." 

GLENDA H. EoYANG, PRESIDENT 
ST.JOHN's CoLLEGE ALuMNI AssociATION 

himself to learning and supporting the 
environments of learning; he has managed 
administTative functions that are similar in 
size and structure to the College; and he 
engages with a kind of seriousness and 
attention that we like to think is character
istic of our community. 

We are pleased that MT. Peters and his 
lovely wife, Eleanor, will be joining us in 
January. The Alumni Association Board 
of Directors will be looking for ways to 
support him and the College under his 
leadership, and we encourage our fellow 
alumni to do the same. 

With a constant supply of eager students 
and a promising new leader in Santa Fe, 
the future of the college seems stronger 
and brighter this year than ever before. 
Thanks to all who continue to make the 
idea of the college a reality: members of 
the Board ofVisitors and GovernOTs, 
administration, faculty, current students, 
alumni, and friends. 

For yesterday, today, and tomorrow, 

Glenda H. Eoyang 
President 
St. John's College Alumni Association 

SANTA FE WESTERN NEW 
Richard Cowles ENGLAND 
505-986-I8I4 Julia Ward 

4I3-648-oo64 
SEATTLE 
Amina Brandt ISRAEL 
206-465-778I Emi Geiger Leslau 

IS Aminadav Street 
SOUTHERN Jerusalem 93549 
CALIFORNIA Israel 
Elizabeth Eastman 9-722-67I-7608 
S62-426-I934 boazl@cc.huji.ac.il 

TRIANGLE CIRCLE 
(NC) 
Susan Eversole 

9I9-968-4856 

. WASHINGTON, D.C . 
Jean Dickason 
gor-6gg-6207 
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HoMECOMING 

HoNoRs 

The Alumni Association extended its 
highest honor, the Award of Merit, to two 
Annapolis alumni at Homecoming in 
October. William Carter, class ofig1~o, 
was recognized for his contributions in the 
field of technical education; Charlotte 
King, class of rgsg, was honored for her 
contributions to the field of social service. 
The association named Glenn Housley
Annapolitan, sailmaker, and Johnnie 
supporter-an honorary member of the 
Class of 2004 in recognition of his 
contributions to the life of the college, 
specially its students and alumni. 

Dr. Carter was nominated for his award 
by Bill Reynolds, also of the class ofig4o, 
with whom he also attended Charlotte Hall 
Military Academy. Dr. Carter enlisted and 
served in the Navy after graduating from 
St. John's. He went on to a career as an 
executive with the Northwestern Mutual 
Life Insurance Company, but it was in the 
field of education that he made his real 
mark. He was a founding father of Delaware 
Technical and Community College in 
Georgetown, Del., and served on its board 
of trustees for more than I3 years . The 
\Villiam A. Carter Partnership Center on 
the Delaware Tech campus is named in his 
honor. 

After earning his doctoral degree from 
Berne University in rgg8, Dr. Carter turned 
his attention to the use of computers in 
public school classrooms. The Teacher 
Assistance Program he founded is now 
being used in schools with great success. 

Dr. Carter has served on numerous 
state, regional and national boards and 

commissions, including the Delaware 
Higher Education Commission and the 
National Commission for the Support of 
Public Schools. In 2000, he received the 
Order of the First State from the governor 
of Delaware, an award the recognized his 
contributions to improving the quality of 
life for residents of the state. 

"It is gratifying to have one's efforts 
recognized, but it is especially so that this 
award comes from all of you," Dr. Carter 
said at the Homecoming banquet. "I have a 
special place for it right here," he added, 
tapping his chest, "and I'll keep it there 
for always." 

Dr. Carter acknowledged the support 
and assistance of his "capable and long
suffering wife, Ann," and introduced his 
grandson, Matt Carter, (Ao8). "I have been 
lucky enough to be in the right places, at 
the right times, to be able to help make 
good things happen," he said. 

A native of New York, Charlotte King 
became one of the first African-American 
students to graduate from St. John's. After 
graduation, she went on to a career in 
social services and today is a senior human 
services executive and clinical therapist. 
In rg7o, she returned to St. John's to help 
establish the college's first counseling 
program. She entered public service, 
becoming assistant director of the Anne 
Arundel County Department of Social 
Services, and later directed social services 
in Charles County. She served as the 
executive director of Associated Catholic 
Charities in Washington, D.C. In rggo, 
she was appointed executive director of 

WILLIAM CARTER (CLASS OF I940) WAS 
HONORED FOR HIS COWfRIBUTIONS TO 
EDUCATION. 
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CHARLOTTE KiNG (CLASS OF I959) FOUND AN 
OASIS FROM RACISM AT ST. JoHN'S. 

Maryland's Social Services Administration, 
where she was responsible for a $300 
million budget and the operation of all 
family services and child welfare prograrn:s 
in the state. 

Miss King has served on the Anne 
Arundel Commission for Women, the 
Anne Arundel County Ethics Commission, 
and the YMCA Board of Directors. In addi
tion, she has volunteered time to more 
than a dozen coalitions and commissions 
devoted to helping women, chHdren, and 
families. 

In accepting her award, Miss King said 
that although it was difficult to endure the 
racism she encountered in the city of 
Annapolis in the rgsos, she found in 
St. John's an "oasis." 

"St. John's is one of my longest and most 
profound relationships," she said. "It has 
all the characteristics of a good friend; it 
has taught me, guided me, challenged me, 
and supported me .. . St. John's enabled me 
to be a better person by giving me an 
expanded vision oflife and its infinite 
opportunities for learning, discovery, 
and actualization. " 

When Miss King returned to work and 
live at St. John's more than a decade later, 
with her 7-year-old daughter Rachel in tow, 
Annapolis had become a "hotbed of civil 
rights activity." Here, Miss King found her 
new challenges in the area of public service. 

"I am so thankful to the college and the 
Alumni Association for reminding me that 
my life had meaning and that I should take 
pride in some of my achievements," 
Miss King said. 

At the All-Alumni meeting, Glenn 
Housley joined the class of 2004, receiving 
a college cap and gown along with his 
honor. For IS years, Mr. Housley has hosted 
St. John's students on the college's Annual 
Sail Picnic and has introduced other 
students to the art of sail making. 

In his tribute to Mr. Housley, Chris 
Denny (Ag3) said: "Glenn and his wife, 
Sus3an Borden (A87) , the college's director 
offoundation relations}, have opened the 
doors of their home to students and faculty 
with gracious hospitality through the years. 
Students who know Glenn in his many 
roles-sailor, craftsman intramural 
competitor, and friend-are grateful for his 
participation in the life of the college."_. 

~-------------------------------------------~----~--------------------------------------------~ 
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ARouND THE CHAPTERs: TwiN CITIES 

DISCOVERING 

AMERICA 

BY }UDY KISTLER-ROBINSON (SF77, SFG179) 

For several years the Twin Cities alumni 
chapter has engaged in reading books accord
ing to a theme. Mter a year-long theme on 
tragedy, we read what was for some of us an 
arduous list of Goethe's literature and scien
tific writings for a ydr. With that ambitious 
undertaking completed, we had no theme in 
mind when one member suggested reading 
The Confidence Man by Herman Melville. 
None of the group had yet read it, but the 
keywords "travel" and "Mississippi" spurred 
us to read TWain's Adventures of Huckleberry 
Finn first, followed by The Confidence Man. 
At that time, we weren't sure whether our 
theme should be travelogues or river tales. 
Our theme evolved into "Who are we as 
Americans?" when we chose to read 
Tocqueville 's Democracy in America next 
(over three months). 

Since the time period of our readings start
ed in the early rgth century, we attempted to 
move gradually into the 2oth century and get 
a range of different perspectives. Our read
ings encompassed W.E.B. DuBois' Souls of 
Black Folk, Willa Cather's Death Comes for 
the Archbishop, Henry James's Washington 
Square, Sinclair Lewis's The Jungle, Jack 
Kerouac's On the Road, and Anne Fadiman's 
The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down: 
A Hmong Girl, Her American Doctor, and the 
Clash oJTwo Cultures. Although our mem
bers all agreed we could have stayed on this 
theme for years without even scratching the 
surface, we ended our investigation into the 
American psyche with an American Western 
film. Which one to watch caused more 

debate than any reading selection, but we 
selected The Man Who Shot Liberty 
Valence, directed by John Ford, because 
we'd heard that Eva Brann once led a 
seminar on it. 

Many exciting and relevant questions came 
up in the course of our readings and discus
sions. Some of the recurring ones: 

What would Tocqueville say about 
2-oth-century America? This surfaced in 
discussions on immigrant experience and 
cultural/ class clashes . 

Questions of culture, as seen through the 
immigrant experience. How does a group (or 
individuals within a group) both keep a for
mer culture and found a new one? Is assimila
tion inevitable, or does this very process end 
up changing the dominant culture too? 

How do time and experience change West
ern archetypal ideas, such as democracy? 

What do we value? 
How do we deal with the precarious and 

important balance of individualism versus 
the common good? 

What are the different ways to approach 
building a society? 

What is the American myth? What are the 
stories we tell ourselves about ourselves, and 
is there a basis for these? 

Participants seemed to enjoy this theme 
greatly, both due to the variety of readings 
available within it as well as the timeliness of 
the topic in this election year. Next up for our 
chapter: epic adventures and journeys, start
ing with the Odyssey.-$-

CALL FOR 

NoMINATIONS 

The St. John's College Alumni Association 
recognizes members ofthe community in a 
variety of ways. 

ST. JOHN~S COLLEGE 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
All alumni have automatic membership in the 
St. John' s College Alumni Association. 
The Alumni Association is an independent 
organization, with a Board of Directors elected 
by and from the alumni body. The Board meets 
four times a year, twice on each campus, to 
plan programs and coordinate the affairs of the 
Association. This newsletter within The Col
lege magazine is sponsored by the Alumni 
Association and communicates Alumni 
Association news and events of interest. 

President- Glenda Eoyang, SF76 
Vice President-Jason Walsh, A85 
Secretary-Barbara Lauer, SF76 
Treasurer - Bill Fant, A79 
Getting-the-Word-Out Action Team Chair
Linda Stabler-Talty, SFGI76 

Mailing address- Alumni Association, 
St. John's College, P.O Box 28oo, Annapolis, 
MD 2r404, or u6o Camino Cruz Blanca, 
Santa Fe, NM 87505-4599. 

Awards of Merit go to alumni who have 
made outstanding contributions to the 
college, their professions, or the nation. 

Honorary Alumni awards go to individu
als who have made significant differences 
in the lives of students or the college 
without having been enrolled as students. 
At-Large Directors of the Alumni Associa
tion Board are elected by members of the 
Association to represent them in the 
decision-making processes. 

Alumni-elected members of the Board 
ofVisitors and Governors provide unique 
alumni perspectives to inform the 
decisions that set policy for the college. 
Officers of the Alumni Association are 
elected to provide support and leadership 
to the Alumni Association Board of 
Directors. 

Do you know anyone-alumnus or 
not-who should be recognized as an out
standing member of our community? 
If so, please contact our Nominations 
Committee chair Steve Thomas at 
sthomas@fsa.com. Please provide your 
name, class year, contact information 
for you and the nominee, and a brief 
explanation of your nomination._. 

. MEMBERS OF THE TWIN CITIES CHAPTER TOOK A 
LITERARY JOURNEY THROUGH I9TH- AND 20TH
CENTURY AMERICA. 
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GLORY DAYS 

n October ro, 1936, 
The Black and Orange of 
St. John's College entered 
the field before s,ooo fans 
in Ashland, Va., to face the 
Randolph-Macon Yellow 

Jackets. The Johnnies were clearly out
matched by the Jackets, who were expecting 
to add an 18th game to their winning streak. 
But the Johnnies, well prepared by new head 
coach Valentine "Dutch" Lentz, held back 
Randolph-Macon's star quarterback. Nei
ther team scored until Johnnie Lambros 
(class ofrg38) passed the ball to Bill 
Stallings (class of 1939), who crossed the 
goal line. The game ended in a 7-0 victory 
for the Johnnies, the second in a six-game 
winning streak. 

But the glory days for the college's 
athletic teams were waning. In earlier years, 
even as the college's academic program 
struggled, the athletic program thrived. 
Championship lacrosse and football teams 
regularly humbled rivals including Johns 
Hopkins and the new state college, 
Maryland Agricultural, now the University 

of Maryland. The Johnnies' 62-0 victory 
against MaJ:yland in r8gg recently made 
the front page of the Washington Post as 
one of Maryland's 13 worst losses in 
football, a sidebar to a story on a Virginia 
Tech-Maryland game. 

The brilliant rg36 season was attributed 
to some outstanding players and the coach
ing prowess of Lentz, a rgr8 alumnus who 
became athletic director later that season. 
A professional sports star in football and 
baseball, Lentz had played with the Orioles 
basketball team in the Eastern League and 
was a high school coach until he returned 
to his alma mater in 1926. The 1937 season, 
with only two wins and one tie in a ro-game 
season, was attributed to a tough schedule 
and several injuries. The great triumph of 
the final season, rg38, was a o-o tie with 
Johns Hopkins, with whom the Johnnies 
had the third-oldest sports rivalry in 
intercollegiate sports. Failing to win a 
single point that year, the team earned the 
nickname "the galloping goose-eggs." 

In 1939, President Stringfellow Barr 
announced the college would no longer 
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THEigo8FOOTBALLTEAM, 

AT A TIME INTERCOLLEGIATE 

ATHLETICS THRIVED AT 

ST. JoHN's. 

participate in intercollegiate sports. 
In the account given in J. Winfree Smith's 
A Search for a Liberal Education, Barr 
cited difficulties in scheduling games, 
adding that intercollegiate athletics 
"involves substituting a spectator 
psychosis for student participation." 
Lentz left St. John's and later became 
head basketball coach at West Point. 

Seniors from the class ofr939 voiced 
their disappointment with Barr's decision 
in thatyear'sRat-Tat, the college year
book. "With the graduation of our class, 
intercollegiate sports pass out of the 
picture. And while it is no more our 
purpose to bring up that question than 
to re-fight the Civil War .. .looking at the 
list of our activities, we find that half of 
the class played [a sport] at one time or 
another during our stay here." 

The yearbook writers couldn't have 
anticipated how many Johnnies still play 
sports. More than roo of the students in 
Annapolis and about J20 in Santa Fe take 
part in intramurals. 

-CHRISTOPHER UTTER (Ao6) 

--------- --·--- · 

Experience the beauty of early summer 
along the San Juan, Colorado, or Green 
rivers in an outdoor adventure led by 
Mark St. John, director of student activities 
in Santa Fe. This adults-only trip is open 
to all alumni and their spouses/partners, 
but is limited to r6 participants. Partici
pants are invited to camp on the launch 
site on Thursday, June r6.The cost 
is $300. Contact the Alumni Office at 
sos-984-6103, or e-mail Roxanne 
Seagraves at rseagraves@sjcsf.edu for 
more details. By April I, the office will 
know which river has been chosen for 
the trip. 

Reunion classes are '70, '75, 'So, '85, 'go, 
'95, 'oo. This year, a special roth anniver
sary reunion is planned for Eastern 
Classics participants. Events include 
reunion class parties and seminars, the 
annual Alumni Art Show, Homecoming 
Dinner Dance, Friday Night Lecture 
(relating to Eastern Classics), and a 
Saturday night Midsummer's Night Ball. 
Meet the new president of the campus, 
Michael Peters, over Sunday Brunch. 

Join Annapolis president Christopher B. 
Nelson and Santa Fe president Michael P. 
Peters for an "Evening of Conversation" 
about the state of the college and plans for 
securing its future. 

The venue is the Fogg Museum of Art 
at Harvard University, and guests will have 
the opportunity to tour the museum's 
galleries before and after the program. 
Beer, wine, and light fare will be served, 
and there's plenty of time set aside to allow 
Johnnies to catch up with each other and to 
hear about what's happening in Annapolis 
and Santa Fe. 

This year's summer program is a week full 
of intellectual stimulation, fun events on 
and off campus, and a special participatory 
theater event. Alumni can choose from 
three seminars: 

Chushingura, or The Treasury of Loyal 
Retainers, led by Claudia Honeywell 

Machiavelli, Discourses on Livy, led by 
Kenneth Wolfe and Jay Smith 

Milton, Paradise Lost, led by Eva Brann 
and David Carl 

Participants can also explore A Midsum
mer Night's Dream and The Tempest by 
joining a Shakespeare Reader's Theatre 
production of the comedy. Reader's 
Theatre is minimalist theatre in which 
the script is used openly, staging is simple, 
and no full sets or costumes are involved. 
Special outings include a picnic and winery 
tour along the Rio Grande and Puccini's 
Turandot at the Santa Fe Opera. For infor
mation on fees, housing information, and 
hotel discounts, visit the college's Web site 
(click on "Alumni" and choose activities in 
Santa Fe) or call the Alumni Office at 
sos-984-6!03. 

"An Evening of Conversation" 
6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Tuesday, March rs. 

Fogg Museum of Art · 
32 Quincy Street, Cambridge 
RSVP by March r: 410-295-sssr, or 

alexandra.fotos@sjca.edu 
This event is the first of four planned 

for 2005; similar gatherings for alumni, 
parents and friends will take place in 
San Francisco, Albuquerque/Santa Fe, 
and Philadelphia later in the year. 
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A QUIET MOMENT BY THE POND DURING 

SANTA FE's HoMECOMING LAST suMMER. 

September 30-0ctober 2 

Reunion class years are '45, 'so, 'ss. '6o, 
'6s., , , 

Alla11 
Ce 

:~~ DATE DUE 

I 
Back cover: Photo by David Trozzo 



• 

STJOHN'S COLLE~GE 
ANNAPOLIS · SANTA FE 

PUBLISHED BY THE 

COMMUNICATIONS OFFICE 

P.O. Box 28oo 

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 2I404 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

PERIODICALS · 

POSTAGE PAID 

~ I 




