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On Precision* 
I am afraid this will be a tedious and annoying lecture. 

I do not know how you will stand it. I propose to reflect 
on the meaning and the various implications of precision. 
Why should I do that? Well, however untidy, vague, and 
undisciplined we may be, something like precision rules 
over our lives, rules in fact over the Western world as a 
whole. And by the West I mean great many parts, al
though not all parts, of our globe. I said something like 
precision is a ruling power in our lives. For the very word 
"precision" is ambiguous. To begin with, it is not identical 
with "clarity." Something that is clear need not be pre
cise, and something that is precise need not be clear. 
Moreover we should note that the English word "pre
cision" does not retain the connotations of its Latin root. 
I shall have to come back to this point later on. On the 
other hand there is close kinship between "precision," 
"accuracy," "correctness," and "exactitude," but these 
words are not synonyms, although very often they appear 
to be and arc used interchangeably. (Modern statistical 
theories do, by the way, make a distinction between ex
actitude and precision.) At the risk of treading in the foot
steps of Prodicus, the man most concerned with the right 
usc of words, the man whom Socrates calls his 0 teacher"
a deceptively ironic appellation, which is as much funny 
as it is serious-! shall try right away to distinguish the 
meanings of these four words. Many examples will be 
needed for this purpose. 

A tailor has to be very careful about the length and the 
width of a suit at different points of the body of the man 
for whom the suit is made. The tailor has to be accurate 
in his measuring, cutting, and sewing. So has a carpenter 
in making a table or a door. Accuracy is required to fit a 
part of a machine into or onto another part or other parts 
of that machine so that it can do its work properly. If I 
am asked by a stranger how to get from the place where 
we meet to a certain building in town, I have to be care
ful in describing the way he has to take, as for instance: 
three blocks ahead, then turn to your right, continue for 
two blocks and then turn to your left; then you will see 
the building you are looking for. In saying this I must be 
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confident that the description I give is accurate enough. In 
all these cases accuracy connotes carefulness in the work 
one is doing or in the words one is uttering. Let us turn 
to correctness. I might ask someone to answer a question. 
After the answer is given, I say: this is correct. I mean 
the answer is a right one. I might advise a friend to behave 
in a certain way when he faces Mr. X and Mr. Y or some · 
peculiar circumstances. If he does, he behaves correctly, 
that is, in the right way. I might instruct someone how 
to pronounce certain words in a foreign language. If he 
learns how to do that, he will pronounce those words in 
the right way, that is correctly. Children are supposed to 
learn (and sometimes do not learn) how to conduct 
themselves correctly, that is, according to accepted stand-

. ards and modes of life. In every case correctness implies 
rightness in speaking, behaving, reacting. What about 
exactitude? We say: the collection comprises exactly 1163 
paintings; or, this lump of metal fits exactly into this hole; 
or, I feel exactly as you do about this event; or, the dis
tinction you just mentioned coincides exactly with that 
which exists between justice and mercy. Exactitude seems 
to point to the perfect matching ot something with some
thing in terms of number or of size or of some other 
quantity or even of some yardstick that cannot be quan
tified. It is in this vein that we speak of various mathe
matical disciplines as of exact sciences, allowing for ap
proximation procedures which do not detract from their 
exactitude. 

Thus carefulness, rightness, and perfect matching char
acterize accuracy, correctness, and exactitude. Do they not 
also circumscribe the meaning of precision? They do, and 
let me repeat forcefully: they do; and that is the reason 
why these words arc so often used interchangeably. But 
precision seems to have broader connotations. Let us again 
consider some examples. 

In a novel by Henry James, we find the following de-
scription. I quote, leaving out a great deal: 

He [Christopher Newman] had a very well
formed head, with a shapely, symmetrical balance 
of the frontal and the occipital development, 
and a good deal of straight, rather dry brown 
hair. His complexion was brown, and his nose 
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had a bold, wcii-marked arch. His eye was of a 
clear, cold gray, and save for a rather abundant 
mustache he was clean-shaved. He had the flat 

. jaw and sinewy neck which arc frequent in the 
American type .... The cut of this gentleman's 
mustache, with the two premature wrinkles in 
the cheek above it, and the fashion of his gar
ments, in which an exposed shirt-front and a 
cerulean cravat played perhaps an obtrusive part, 
completed the conditions of his identity. 

Henry James is praised for the "extreme precision of his 
style," but we might remain dissatisfied by this descrip
tion of Christopher Newman. Are the "conditions of 
his identity," to use Henry James' own words, sufficiently 
delineated? Can this be done at ail? 

Let us turn to another example. In an old zoology text
book a precise description of the leech is given, which 
again I shaii not quote in fuii: 

The leech is an elongated flattened worm, from 
three to five inches in length, and provided with a 
muscular sucker at each end. The body is marked 
externally by a series of transverse constrictions 
dividing it into rings of annuli, and is capable 
of considerable elongation and contraction .... 
The shape varies greatly with the degree of 
elongation or contraction. The body is broadest 
a little way behind the middle of its length, and 
is oval in transverse section, the dorsal surface 
being more convex than the ventral. _ .. The 
anterior sucker is oval, with the longer· axis 
longitudinal. ... The posterior sucker is circular, 
and larger than the anterior one .... 

The picture of the leech emerges distinctly, and we would 
appreciate its precision even more if I had quoted the text 
in its entirety. We note, it is nreant to be precise in the 
first place. 

The last example is taken from Gulliver's Travels. Most 
of you wiii remember that the Liiiiputian king orders a 
search of Gulliver's belongings and persuades Gulliver to 
submit to the search. Two officers are appointed for the 
task. Gulliver lifts them gently up and puts them into his 
pockets, although some of them he chooses not to divulge. 
The officers examine everything they find and write a 
formal and precise report about their findings. Most of 
the objects in Gulliver's pockets are unfamiliar to the 
two Liiiiputians, and espcciaiiy his watch, which-paren
thetically-is odd, considering the Liiiiputians' indisputable 
mathematical and mechanical competence and inventive
ness. This is what they write: 
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Out of the right fob hung a great silver chain, 
with a wonderful kind of engine at the bottom. 
We directed him to draw out whatever was 
fastened to that chain; which appeared to be a 
globe, half silver, and half of some transparent 

metal; for on the transparent side we saw certain 
strange figures circularly drawn, and thought we 
could touch them tiii we found our fingers 
stopped by that lucid substance. He put his 
engine to our .ears, which made an incessant noise 
like that of a watermiii and we conjecture it is 
either some unknown animal or the god that he 
worships .. _ . 

The description of Christopher Newman is that of an 
imaginary being. The description of the leech applies to 
any leech and is a description of a living creature. The 
description of Gulliver's watch might also apply to any 
watch, although the investigators do not know what it is, 
what purpose it serves. Ail these descriptions are as precise 
as they could be. What is to he learned from them about 
precision? 

In every case the description intends to show what the 
object described looks like, be that object familiar or 
unfamiliar to us. Depending on the degree of its precision, 
the description will enable us to recognize the object in 
question more or less readily. In the case of Christopher 
Newman, we are somewhat doubtful. But we should 
certainly he able to identify with the help of the descrip
tion a leech as a leech. And being familiar with old
fashioned watches, we recognize in the "wonderful kind 
of engine" described by the Liiiiputians-a watch. Note 
that in every case the description appeals to features as
sumed to be known: to a "well-formed head," a "mus
tache," a person "of American type"; to a "worm," 
"elongation" and "contraction," an ''oval" and "circular" 
shape; to a "globe," "transparency," the noise of a water
miii. The description brings up a realm of known things 
and appearances to which the object described is supposed 
to belong. This is all-important: without such a known 
realm to which the object described can be allocated, 
precision is not possible at all. The closer this allocation, 
the better described the object becomes. This is how all 
legal documents tend to be precise, so much so that 
precision in the domain of jurisprudence is the prototype 
of all precision everywhere else. The relation between 
persons, or bodies of men, or estates, must indeed be 
stated in terms that make it possible to apply the stated 
relation precisely to any particular case; or, conversely, 
actions of men, together with the circumstances surround
ing these actions, must be described in a way which per
mits us to refer to these actions as precisely falling or not 
falling under certain statutes or laws. To point out where 
something can he located, to what sort of thing or stuff 
something belongs, is indeed the primary task of a precise 
description, the primary concern of precision itself. And
to repeat-this allocation is accomplished by describing 
what the thing or event in question looks like. 

I just said: what something looks like. But should I not 
rather have said: what it is? You sense immediately that 
the phrases "what something looks like" and "what some-



thing is" can be, but need not be, identical. And you know, 
or at least you ought to know, that this phrase "what is 
it?" (.rl Ean) is the Socratic question, which-in all its 
seeming simplicity-revolutionized human thinking and 
human behavior. To answer this question requires indeed 
-precision. Both the closeness and the disparity of what 
things look like and of what they are have been forever 
incorporated in the Greek word <l8o> (or i8ta) and in 
its literal Latin translation species (in l'~nglish parlance: 
species). These words do indeed signify both the looks 
and the what of a thing. The use and abuse of these 
words have moulded human thought in various ways for 
more than two thousand years. Whether the looks and 

. . . this phrase "what is it?" (Ti irrn) is the Socratic 
question, which-in all its seeming simplicity
revolutionized human thinking and human be
havior. 

the what of a thing can be identified or must be sep
arated depends on what the thing in question is aiio
cated to, to what sort of group or family or tribe or 
genus of things this particular thing belongs. Examples: 
an oak looks like a tree and is a tree; a marine polyp (a 
coral) looks like a tree, but is not a tree. And let us not 
forget: while we were trying to grasp the meaning of 
precision~ we had to use examples of precision, and these 
examples showed us either something that was like what 
we were seeking or the very thing itself. Let us also keep 
in mind that the group or family or genus to which the 
thing sought is allocated, to which it is supposed to belong 
or actuaiiy belongs; is something familiar, something if 
not known 7 at least quasi-known to us. 

There is hardly any doubt that young and old in Plato's 
Academy exercised their powers to answer the Socratic 
question, what this or that thing is, with precision. (And 
may I say, this entailed more than I had occasion to men
tion so far.) Not only do Platonic dialogues bear witness 
to such exercises in precision-and do that as much seri
ously as playfuiiy, ironicaiiy, and even critically-but there 
are stories which report both gleeful and malicious attacks 
on this Academic preoccupation. There is a passage in 
Plato's dialogue, the Statesman,' in which Man is de
scribed-playfuiiy, to be sure-as a "featherless biped." 
And there is the story' that a Socratic extremist, Diogenes 
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the Cynic, threw a plucked rooster into the Academy, 
saying: ~<There you have the Platonic man," whereupon 
the Academy is supposed to have added to "featherless 
biped" the expression "with flat nails." It is possible that 
the passage in the Statesman, far from being the source 
of Diogenes' joke, is-among other things-an echo of it. 
Athenaeus the Grammarian (about 200 A.D.) quotes' a 
fragment of Epicrates, a contemporary of Plato, of Plato's 
nephew, Spcusippos, who succeeded Plato as head of the 
Academy, and of Aristotle. In this fragment Epicrates, who 
must have been an eyewitness of many things in and 
about Athens and presumably an avid coiiector of all the 
gossip swirling around him, gently parodies the pursuit of 
precision in the Academy. I shaH quote it in full. It is
understandably cnough-'a dialogue. I shall call the two 
speakers Q and A. Mentioned in this dialogue are not 
only Plato and Speusippos, but also Menedemus, another 
follower of Plato. Here it is . 

Q. What are Plato, Spcusippos and Menedemus 
doing? vVith what are they busying themselves 
now? What are they speculating about? What 
proposition are these people tracking down? Tell 
me this discreetly, if you have reached the point 
of understanding anything about it, tell me, by 
the Earth .... 

A. Oh, but I know how to speak about these 
things in ali clarity. For, at the Panathcnaean 
festival, I saw a herd of striplings . . . in the 
school of the Academy and heard them say 
things ineffable, out of all order. They produced 
definitions about nature, distinguishing the ways 
of life of animals, and the natures of trees, and 
the genera of vegetables; and, among the latter, 
they scrutinized the-pumpkin, searching to what 
genus it belongs. 

Q. And how in the world did they define it and 
to what genus did they say this plant belongs? 
Reveal it, if you know. 

A. First all of them were speechless, then they 
looked at it attentively and, bent forward, medi
tated for quite a while. Suddenly, while the lads 
were still bent and searching, one of them said: 
the pumpkin is a round vegetable, another said: 
a round grass, and another again: a round tree. 
Hearing this, a doctor from Sicilian lands farted, 
intimating that they were talking nonsense. 

Q. They must have been terribly angry, weren't 
they? Did they not shout that this was an insult? 
For to do that in public is unbecoming! 

s II59 D-F 
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A. The lads didn't blink an eye. Plato, who was 
present and exceedingly mild, did not stir a hit, 
and enjoined them to define the pumpkin again 
and anew and to state to what genus it belongs. 
... And they went on dividing. 

Some of the comical effects of this parody do not come 
through in an English translation. For the words ~'define," 
"distinguish," ''divide," as well as "genus" do not retain 
in this translation the flavor of the unusual mixed with 
their accepted colloquial meaning. And yet the pom
posity of these technically inflated terms is not the least 
important element of the parody. These terms arc the 
fruit of the pursuit of precision. Accustomed as we are to 
them, we understand-and misunderstand-them easily. 
There is, however, one word in the last sentence of Epi~ 
crates' fragment ("and they went on dividing") which 
certainly attracts our attention. It is the word "divide." 
It is pretty clear, by the way, that many exchmoges between 
Q and A, which must have preceded the last sentence, 
were not recorded by Athenaeus. What does that word 
"divide" mean? 

Let us assume that agreement is reached about the 
family, the genus of the pumpkin or of anything else. The 
family is familiar to us (as in Epicrates' parody "vege
table," "grass/' "tree" arc familiar to the young men), 
but is at best only a quasi-known. Does not, therefore, 
for the sake of precision, a new question necessarily arise: 
What is this genus, that is, to what family does tl1is 
genus belong, what is the genus of this genus? This new 
genus, this new family, will have to be larger than the 
first. And then again the question will have to be repeated 
for this new genus, and then again for the next one, and 
so on, and so on. Is there an end to this questioning in 
the pursuit of precision? If there is, will not the final 
genus be the all-comprehensive one? Will it still be a 
"genus" then? And shall we be able to comprehend it? 
It will have to be something that does not lack anything, 
that is self-sufficient, complete,-perfcct. Will it be acces
sible to us at all? And this question means: Is it within 
our powers to be really precise? Let me say haltingly and 
unprcciscly that this is the point around which the in
tellectual effort of Plato and of those who follow him 
gravitates always. 

Let us consider anew what I have been saying. In order 
to grasp what something is, we have to allocate it to a 
family of things quasi-known to us, and then to allocate 
this family of things, this genus, to another larger family 
also quasi-known to us, and to keep on ascending. Only 
when and if the last step has been made, can we say that 
we have found out what the unknown thing, that X which 
started us off on this journey is, can we say that we know 
what it is. It is this last step that illuminates-sun-like
not only all the intermediary genera, but the very thing, 
the what of which we wanted to know. 
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This entire procedure so far can be likened to an 
analysis in mathematics. A mathematical analysis handles 
the unknown as if it were known by relating it to known, 
or as we say, given, quantities, that is, by setting up an 
equation, and then, by reversing itself, finds out what the 
unknown is. I say "by reversing itself," because the final 
computation is not analytic, but, as the tradition calls 
it, synthetic. A 1\uclidean proof is synthetic: it descends 
from given magnitudes, through given magnitudes, to the 
unknown magnitude and thus makes it known. This is 
what is called a de-monstration, an U7r63n~t~, a showing 
by starting from something that is known. The finding, 
the discovery oi a de-monstration is accomplished analy
tically: we have to ascend from the unknown, taken as 
known, to the actually known. The proof, then, the syn
thetic de-monstration, is the reversal of the analysis. 

What we have been dealing with so far in the pursuit of 
precision was the ascent from the unknown, allocated to 
the quasi-known, up to the highest point which we have 
to assume as actually known. This assumption is fraught 
with uncertainty, and yet precision hinges on it. This 
much, however, can be said: if we reverse the direction of 
our pursuit and descend from the highest point to the 
unknown of which we want to know what it is, we shall 
"define" it. ''Definition" in the Socratic-Platonic scheme 
amounts indeed to "de-monstration" in the strict sense 
of the word. 

How can this descent be accomplished? The simple suc
cession downwards of the genera that could lead to 
Epicratcs' stately and ridiculous pumpkin for instance may 
not be immediately and directly available. What we have 
to do is to ''divide" every family, every genus, suitably into 
parts, into sub-genera (or sub-species, if you please), then 
choose that family part in which the pumpkin itself is 
finally reached. It is to this procedure that the word 
'

1divide" in Epicrates' fragment alludes.4 Had we more of 
Epicrates' text, we could perhaps witness Q's astonish
ment and A's joking explanations of such ''divisions." As 
matters stand, we have to rely on Plato's dialogues. There 
we find prescriptions for how to go about dividing a genus. 
In the Phaedrus it is said" that we should do the cutting 
"where the natural joints are" and not try to break any part 
after the manner of a bad carver. But where are the natural 
joints? In the Statesman6 we are enjoined to cut every 
genus "through the middle," for in that way one is more 
likely to find the species, the "ideas," inherent in the genus 
which is being cut. This prescription seems to favor the 
halving of the genus so as to get two sub-genera, two 
species, and it is not immediately clear why this should 
be the most desirable, the most advantageous, the most 
precise dividing. Nor is it clear how we can start dividing 
the all-comprehensive genus, if there be one. 

4 C£. Aristophanes, Clouds, 742 
'265E 
"262B 



In the examples of division given in Plato's Sophist and 
Statesman the cutting does not begin that high. The first 
division in the Sophist begins with the family of human 
arts, the genus ''art," and ''defines/' that is, de-monstrates 
"angling" as follows (I quote the summary of the divi
sion)7: 

Of Art as a whole half was acquisitive, and of 
the acquisitive, half was coercive, and of the co
ercive, half was hunting, and of hunting half was 
animal hunting, and of animal hunting half was 
water-hunting and of water hunting the lower 

Plato makes us understand that all artful act1v1ty 
has to be governed by the concern for the standard 
of due measttre, the standard of the right mean. 

part was fishing, and of fishing half was striking; 
and of striking half was barb-hunting, and of this 
the part in which the blow is pulled from below 
upwards rat an angle J has a name in the very 
likeness of the art and is called angling, which is 
at this moment the object of our search. 

It is assumed in this definition, this de-monstration, that 
the starting point, the genus "art" is known. Each cut 
divides the genus in question into two parts. The smn
mary lists only the right-hand parts, as it were, and ignores 
of course the left-hand ones and their possible sub-divi
sions. The procedure thus delimits what is to be found out, 
and this is precisely the meaning of the word "definition," 
so unbelievably familiar to us, namely-delimitation. In 
the dialogue, this division serves a deeply serious purpose, 
but we would be singularly blind if we overlooked its 
playfulness. There is still another awfully important aspect 
to it which becomes clearer in the first division of the 
Statesman. IIere the starting point is the family of know]. 
edges, the genus "knowledge," and that which is being 
defined, delimited, is "statesmanship." Again "knowledge,'' 
the starting point, is taken as a genus known. This genus 
is first divided into two parts: one, detached from all 
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manual work, all handicraft; the other, manifesting itself 
in any art, as for example in carpentry. The first one, the 
purely cognitive one, the one detached from all handicraft, 
is then again subdivided, and now I quote the summary of 
the delimitation which is given after the two main speakers 
in the dialogue had gone to great lengths to reach their 
goal": 

The purely cognitive knowledge had, to begin 
with, a part that gives commands; and a portion 
of this was called-from [its] resemblance [to 
the way of those who sell what they themselves 
produce ]-the part that gives its own commands; 
and again the art of rearing li.ving beings was 
detached, which is by no means the smallest part 
of the art which gives its own commands; and a 
species of rearing living beings was herd-tending, 
and a part of this again the herding ot walking 
animals: and from the herding of walking animals 
the art of rearing those without horns was cut off; 
and of this in turn the part called the science 
of herding animals that mate only with their own 
kind will have to be intertwined in no less than 
in a threefold way, if one wants to draw together 
into one name the very thing we seek; the only 
further cut, executed on the flock of bipeds, leads 
to the science at herding human beings, and this 
is what we were looking for, namely what is 
called both statesmanship and kingship. 

What this delimitation then finally amounts to is the 
statement that statesmanship is the "science of herding 
human beings/' which in Greek is only one word 
( UvOpw7r0110fW<0) · 

It turns out, as we see, that the way of reaching this 
result is far from precise. We do actually see that, in 
delimitations, precision may overreach itself. The explicit 
delimitation, to which the summary I just quoted refers, 
makes this even clearer. On the other hand, the subse
quent discussion of the delimitation of statesmanship 
reveals that it not only overreached itself, but also ne
glected to separate statesmanship from other arts and 
activities which compete with it in the herding and nur
turing of human beings. The delimitation proves to be 
not only excessive, but also deficient. 

The lesson Aristotle (and perhaps other people in the 
Academy) drew from these blemishes of divisional defini
tion was to limit it to the closest family, the nearest 
genus, and to add to it the unique feature which, within 
this genus, characterizes the thing sought. This remained 
the classical wdy of defining for centuries to come, of 
defining by the nearest genus and the specific difference 
(per genus proximum et diflerent.ian1 specificam). Aristotle 
cut the delimitation short, and the etymology of the 

8 267 A-C 
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Latin word praeclSlo reflects this short-cut.9 We should 
not forget that in crucial cases Aristotle does not stick to 
this pattern at all. And Plato himself has his own way 
of coping with the task of delimitation. 

Let me try to pursue Plato's own path or rather paths. 
Let us note, first of all, that both in the Sophist and in 
the Statesman the delimitation procedure is taken to be 
unaffected by the dignity or meanness of the genera it 
happens to descend on. The art of generalship and the 
art of louse-catching are equally well suited to belong to 
the genus "hunting"';10 kingship and swineherdship are on 
par11 as sub-genera of the genus "art of herding animals 
that mate only with their own kind." The delimitation 
procedure "pays no more heed to the noble than to the 
ignoble, and no less honor to the small than to the 
grcat."12 It does not prefer the king Odysseus to the 
swineherd Eumaeus. It is in this "neutrality" that the 
possibility of excess or deficiency in the procedure of 
delimitation appears to be rooted. Now, in pointing to this 
possibility of both excess and deficiency Plato makes us 
understand that all artful activity has to be governed by 
the concern for the standard of due measure, the standard 
of the right mean. This concern is actually kept alive by a 
power that man-and perhaps only man-possesses, 
namely the power of making comparisons. It is in com
paring-and only in comparing-that we may find different 
degrees of size, or of weight, or of beauty, or of worth. It 
is comparing that lets us see something as "better" or 
"worse" than something else, that makes us discern the 
noble from the ignoble, the impeccable from the faulty. 
To live up to the standard of due measure we have to 
refine our comparing power: we have to learn from "ex
amples." To cope with the danger of excess or deficiency 
in the delimitation procedure we have to turn to an 
"example.''13 This is what happens in the dialogue the 
Statesman. But before this happens the very meaning of 
"example" is subjected to a close scrutiny. Example, as the 
Greek word 7rapU0£~Yf!a implies, is something shown along
side of the thing we want to grasp. To use an example is 
to be engaged not in rbroOwwVvat, in ''showing down 
from. . .," but · in trapa3nKvVvat, in "showing alongside 
of .... " This kind of showing mn elucidate the thing we 
are after only if there is some resemblance between this 
thing and the example used. To avoid excess or deficiency 
in the delimitation procedure, this procedure must, then, 
be supplemented by the use of examples, based on re
semblances. It is thus that the ambiguity of the word ,roo~ 
finds its ultimate justification: both the what and the 
looks of the thing in question become apparent. And it 

9 Pmc + cad a = pmccido 
1o Sopll. 227B 
n Statesman 266C 
12 Ibid., 266D 
13 Exemplum (from eximo): something chosen out of an assemblage 
of similar things 
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is thus that out of "delimitations" and "examples" -or, as 
we could say, though perhaps kss precisely, out of defini
tions and comparisons-the web of learning can be 
woven. To rely on examples alone, that is, on nothing but 
resemblances (as Speusippos seems to have been inclined 
to do) is dangerous: a marine polyp resembles an oak 
and could be used as an "example," but not much would 
be gained by this. And let us not forget: in the dialogue 
the Statesman the Stranger asserts that there are no 
examples for the most important cases, that is, on the 
highest level of intellectual scrutiny.'' 

What examples have to provide, according to Plato, are 
safeguards against the dangers of excess and deficiency 
inherent in the pursuit of precision. They have to lead us 
to what must be the ultimate guiding light in the effort 
of delimitation. This light is that wl1icl1 is precise in itself, 
as it is said in the Statesman pointedly and yet obscurely." 
It would follow that the pursuit of precision which is re
quired to answer the Socratic question has the "precise 
itself" ( aDro raKp,f3i,) as its beginning and its end. Isn't this 
mockery! some of you may be tempted to exclaim. What 
is this "precise itself"? Let me try to answer this question. 
There are quite a few hints in Plato's dialogues and also 
explicit statements on Aristotle's part, when he refers to 
Plato's intimate views, which allow me to do that. The 
~~precise itself" is oneness itself, is the One, not one thing 
or one unit among many things or many units which, 
when gathered together, form a number of things or a 
number of units, but that which makes any one thing 
or any unit one, which puts on any one thing the stamp 
of its sameness, without which neither a world, nor think~ 
ing, nor speaking, nor learning, nor precision would be 
possible at all. It is, by the same token, that which I hesi
tatingly called a short while ago the all-comprehensive 
final stage to be reached when, facing a thing, we try to 
answer the Socratic question "what is it?" Being all-com~ 
prehensive, it is self-sufficient, perfect. Plato calls it the 
Good itself. The "precise itself" is the "good itself" beck
oning to the cognizing soul. The pursuit of precision leads 
to the Good. 

Still, the uncertainty remains: can it be reached? We 
tend to assume that it can not. More than that: that it 
ought not to be reached. When I say "we tend to assume," 
I do not mean that, traveling the path I have just indi
cated, we may arrive at this melancholy conclusion. I do 
mean that to insist on precision, to persist in being pre
cise, shows, often enough, lack of good manners, is offen
sive and ruins social intercourse. Does not this insistence 
lead to quibbling, a word derived from the formalistic 
precision in legal documents? Does not a pronounced and 
rigidly maintained tidiness in our living quarters stifle the 
spirit of a party? Let us hear Plato himself. In the 

14 285D-286A 
15 284D 



Gorgias10 he makes Socrates report the opinions of some 
well-bred and sophisticated young men to the effect that 
one should not be eager to be minutely precise in the pur
suit of wisdom. In the Thcactctus17 Socrates says: "the 
avoidance of strict precision is in general a sign of good 
breeding; indeed, the opposite is hardly worthy of a 
gent1eman,11 but Socrates adds: ((sometimes though it is 
necessary." Wherein lies the necessity? The Platonic an
swer to this question runs against the most cherished and 
most deeply seated habit of our thinking, not only in our 
age, but at all times. \Ve are inclined to think that things 
just are as they are; to attribute goodness or badness to 

It would follow that the pursuit of precision which 
is required to answer the Socratic question has the 
"precise itself" (avr6 rlixp,f3£,) as its beginning and 
its end. 

their factual existence is to make "value judgments," as 
we say cheerfully and with conviction. Such attribution 
is rooted, we think, in our prejudices, in our being condi
tioned by the prevailing circumstances, in our "culture," as 
we say no less glibly, perhaps in our gregariousness, per
haps in divine commandments. The Platonic answer is 
that the very being of things depends on Goodness, and 
that this alone makes the pursuit of precision possible and 
necessary. 

But enough of Plato and his kin. Why bring up this old, 
old wisdom, this alleged wisdom, some of you might have 
been thinking all along. Did I not say in the beginning 
that the world in which we live is full of something like 
precision? Are not our lives regulated to an immense 
extent by schedules which depend on the ever-abiding 
motion of the hand of a clock? Do not the marching of 
drum majorettes and the twirling of their batons seem to 
some ridiculously and to some pleasantly precise? Is not 
the step of soldiers-in peace time at least-impressively 
precise? But more than that: some of our joys and deep 
satisfactions depend on precision. It is my guess that a 
piece of music is the more excellent the more precisely it 
is constructed. The lasting impact of a poem is tied to 

16 487C 
'' 184C 
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its precision. I do not refer to meter and rhyme. In a 
poem that deserves this name, no word or, to be very 
cautious, almost no word, both in meaning and sound, can 
be replaced by another word; the sequence of words and 
lines is unalterable; any one line wins its significance only 
from the context of the whole. And something analogous 
holds for great works of prose. Do we not know that every
thing in good writing depends on how precisely the words 
we usc are chosen? Flaubert, we have heard, spent some
times one week to complete one page. He is one of those 
who are overwhelmed by the insight that what matters is 
to know not only what to say, but also how to say it. In all 
of these cases, we see, or in almost all of them, precision 
evokes praise. This precision does not imply all-compre
hensiveness. It implies either regularity or the exclusion of 
alternatives. 

But what about our knowledge of the world? What is 
striking, first of all, is that we use mostly another word 
for this knowledge, the word ''science." "Science" is de
rived directly from the Latin scientia which can only be 
translated by "knowledge." Yet, in common usage, we 
distinguish knowledge and science. Sometimes we say, 
redundantly, it seems: scientific knowledge. Occasiomlly 
we identify knowledge and science, as I have done in 
naming a sub-genus in the delimitation of "statesmanship." 
There is the verb "to know," a cognate of the noun 
"knowledge," but there is no English verb corresponding 
to the noun "science." Is all this a matter of chance, or 
does it have a good reason? It has, and this reason is not 
beyond our reach, although we are not always aware of it. 
Let me state it in the simplest way. The center-piece of 
science, mathematical physics, this colossal edifice which 
has been built in the last four hundred years, has-on the 
whole-abandoned the Socratic question "what is it?" in 
favor of the question "how does it happen?" And the 
answers that it gives are indispensably mathematical. The 
image of edifice is not quite appropriate. Science is like a 
very large city with many suburbs and parks, wide avenues 
and many smaller streets, with huge traffic in them, not 
too well regulated, and a massive down-town section con
sisting of quite a few blocks which are constantly reno
vated. This down-town section corresponds to mathe
matical physics. We all live in this city or in its suburbs 
and, although we might not be close enough to the down
town area, we all get our sustenance from it. It shapes our 
way of thinking and our way of living. The country-side 
around the city, on the other hand, corresponds to the vast 
complex of "social sciences" and to the domain called the 
"humanities" -a strange word, as if the life in the city 
itself were not a human life. Now, the down-town area, 
mathematical physics, thrives on exactitude, that very 
exactitude I talked about at the beginning of this lecture. 
It is bent on matching the consequences derived math
ematically from hypotheses with observations dictated by 
these hypotheses. The endeavor to accomplish such a 
matching is called an experiment. The mathematical de-
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rivation by means of differential equations or other equat
ing devices is exact. Only slightly less exact or, as we 
usually say, precise or accurate are the experimental meas
urements made to verify the mathematical results and 
thereby the hypotheses. These measurements, in turn, 
depend on the efficacy, precision, or exactness of the 
instruments used. Precision and exactitude arc indis
tinguishable in this context. We speak of instruments of 
precision to indicate that the results obtained by using 
them in observations are as exact as possible, that is, yield, 
on the average, numbers irreplaceable by others. What
ever mathematical operations and experimental observa
tions might be performed, they have nothing to do with 
anything that could be called goodness or badness, the 
dignity or baseness of the events considered. Science is 
totally neutral with regard to worth or worthlessness. It is 
proud of this neutrality. We are reminded of the pro
visional neutrality of the Academic delimitation procedure. 
The scientific neutrality, however, is not provisional, but 
final. It is only its exactitude itself, the perfect matching 
of mathematically obtained results with the observable 
data, that science considers praiseworthy. This matching 
provides the answers to the question "how does it hap
pen?" It is the light that shines over the city I have just 
described. It is the peculiar-and intrinsically incompre
hensi,b1e-''mora1ity" of science. This has ever been so 
since Galileo established that in a motion, which pro
ceeds with a uniformly accelerated velocity, the distances 
traversed are as the squares of the times in which these 
distances are traversed. The Socratic question "what is 
it?" lurks, as it were, behind the bright light of exactitude. 
But mathematical physics docs not presume to answer 
this question. It is not its business to say what, for exam
ple, gravitation, or electro-magnetism, or energy is, except 
by establishing in a symbolic-mathematical formula the 
relations that bind these entities (if it is at all permissible 
to usc this word) to observable and mathematically de
scribable magnitudes. To try to state what something is 
otherwise we consider a vain "metaphysical" endeavor, to 
use a post-Aristotelian term. We arc still in need of 
"definitions" in ·our quest of knowledge, but their char
acter is very different. A definition is now either a readily 
acceptable description of the meaning of a term, to which 
we are asked to subscribe, or a statement used as an 
irreducible element in a subsequent mathematical exposi
tion. However important the role of such definitions may 
be, it is subsidiary. A modern book on precise thinking 
need not mention the term "definition" at all_1 8 

The truly amazing intellectual effort that underlies our 
science cannot be disregarded for a single moment. It is 
one of the greatest achievements of man. It is the very 
foundation of the city in which we live, the city of science, 
the source of genetics, of electronic computers, of nuclear 
fission and ·fusion,-the source of technocracy. It is our 

18 E.g. Quine, Methods of Logic 
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duty, I think, to acknowledge this fundamental fact and 
to try to understand its meaning. The more so, since in 
the country-side surrounding our city, in the region of the 
humanities and social sciences, and in the region of politics 
as well, the light of exactitude or, if you like, of precision 
tends to dim. Let me give you two random examples of 
the dimness of this light, and I readily confess to being 
unfair by quoting out of context. Example one from a book 
on "personality": 

Personality may be defined as that which tells 
what a man will do when placed in a given sit
uation. This statement can be formulated: R= 
f(S.P) which says that R, the nature and magni
tude of a person's behavioral response, i.e. what 
he says, thinks, or does, is some function of the 
S, the stimulus situation in which he is placed, 
and of P, the nature of his personality. For the 
moment, we do not attempt to say precisely what 
f, the function, is. That is something to be found 
by research. 

Example two from a book on sociology: 

falling in love is a universal psycho-dynamic po
tential in the human being. Most human beings 
in all societies are capable of it. It is not. .. [as 
another scholar says] a psychological abnormality 
about as common as epilepsy .... Far from being 
uncommon, ... love relationships are a basis of 
the final choice of mate among a large minority 
of the societies of the earth. If all this is so ... 
how is the love relationship handled? As can be 
seen, this problem is derived from the problem 
discussed earlier, the relation of structural vari
ables to the functions of socialization and social 
control. 

That's what I meant by the dimming of the light of exact
itude in the country-side around our city of science. 

Beyond this, exactitude, the rule of the clock, of sched
ules, of tidiness, of squareness in our world today begins 
to produce waves of revulsion. You probably know this 
better than I do. But the remedy for this disease of exact
itude is not rebellion, or vagueness, or wildneSs, or love of 
flowers. It is the pursuit of precision in our speaking and 
thinking and acting. It is the concern about the "precise 
itself." 

Jacob Klein has been a Tutor at St. John's Co1Jege, Annapolis, since 
1938. He was Dean of the College from 1949 to 1958. He received 
his Ph.D. degree from the University of Marburg, Germany. He is 
the author of Greek Matl1ematical Thought and the Origin at Algebra 
(translated from the German), Massachusetts Institute of Tech· 
no1ogy Press, 1968; and A Commentary on Plato's Meno, University 
of North Carolina Press, 1965. His "Introduction to b-ristotle" may 
be found in Ancients and Moderns, Basic Books, 1964. 



The Report of the President 

1970 

><-··-·----------------··-·>: 
1 AND MAY IT BE ENACTED, by the King's 1 

most excellent majesty, by and with the advice, 
prayer and consent of this present General As~ 
sembly, and the authority of the same, That for 
the propagation of the gospel, and the educa
tion of the youth of this province in good letters 
and manners, that a certain place or places, 
for a free-school, or place of study of Latin, 
Greek, writing, and the like, consisting of one 
master, one usher, and one writing-master, or 
scribe, to a school, and one hundred scholars, 
more or less, according to the ability of the 
said free-school, may be made, erected, founded, 
propagated and established under your royal 
patronage. And that the most reverend father in 
God, Thomas, by Divine Providence lord-arch
bishop of Canterbury, primate and metropolitan 
of all England, may be chancellor of the said 
school; and that, to perpetuate the memory of 
your majesty, it may be called King William's 
Schoole, and inanaged by certain trustees, nomi-

l nated, and appointed by your sacred majesty. ~ 
_,.,_,_,, ___ ~-----------·-"-·" 

Thus read in part the Petitionary Act passed by the 
Council of the General Assembly of the Colony of 
Maryland on July 8, 1696. Addressed to "our Dread 
Sovereign," King William III, the Act was signed by the 
Royal Governor, His Excellency Francis Nicholson, and 
forwarded by him to London. So "King William's 
Schoole," forerunner of St. John's College, came into 
being just 275 years ago this year. It was only after the 
War of Independence that St. John's College was 
chartered in 1784 and that the property, funds, masters, 
and students of King William's School were conveyed 
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by the General Assembly to St. John's College. 
To celebrate this major anniversary in the life of the 

College, special events have been planned on both 
campuses. The first was a joint summer celebration with 
the Santa Fe Opera in early August, with Mark Van 
Doren as the speaker. The principal celebration in An
napolis will be five days of concerts, seminars, and panels, 
commencing October 12th and culminating in a formal 
convocation October 16th, to be addressed by Martin 
Meyerson, President of the University of Pennsylvania. 
In December the Santa Fe carnpus will be the scene of 
the dedication of the Tower Building. Other special 
events are scheduled for the year, including lectures on 
both campuses by Sir Eric Ashby, Master of Clare College 
and former Vice-Chancellor of Cambridge University. 

The Provost 

My report of last year told of the creation of the 
position of Provost in the latest revision of the College 
Polity. This new position on the Annapolis campus 
carries presidential powers, though the incumbent re
ports to the President rather than to the Board. The aim 
of this Polity revision was to relieve the President of 
administrative detail and to assure a greater measure 
of attention to the developing needs of the Annapolis 
campus. After extensive search, Paul D. Newland, of 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, was appointed first Provost. He 
assumed his new duties in January. Mr. Newland had 
had extensive experience in the business world and then 
had served as Executive Vice President of Franklin and 
Marshall College. He has already more than justified 
our confidence in orienting himself within the College 
and in addressing himself to problems of administration 
and finance for the Annapolis campus . 

. In his first report Mr. Newland cites the year just 
ended as a splendid one from the standpoint of in-
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struction. A number of Tutors told him that this was 
their most satisfying year of teaching. In the words of 
the Dean, "for most of the year almost nothing was 
happening except students learning and Tutors teach~ 
ing." During the second semester, however, there seemed 
to be a degree of complaining about the College. Some 
students cited the coldness of Tutors, the hypocrisy of 
grades, and the allegedly unfriendly spirit of the place. 
Any such complaints bear investigation, but certain facts 
seem to contradict them. Students did exceptionally wen 
in their studies: Only four students failed during the 
first semester; more sophomores than ever were enabled; 
and an unprecedented number of students are returning 
this September. For example, the Junior Class of 86 
will be the largest in the College's history. 

Dean Robert Goldwin's Statement of Educational 
Policy and Program was adopted by the Faculty on both 
campuses and reported- to the Board. The Statement 
calls for consideration of the question whether the pro
gram now requires too much work of the students. Some 
claim that students and Tutors are confronted with too 
much routine study and, therefore, have too little time 
to think for themselves. During the year ahead inquiry 
into this question will be pursued. 

Others matters to which the Provost and the Dean 
expect to address themselves are improvement of student 
morale, more vigorous recruitment of new students, and 
reduction of the overload of work in the Dean's Office. 
The Dean feels he should be, and hopes he actually can 
be, "a teacher and studier first, a leader of teachers and 
students second, and a manager of affairs last." 

The Vice President 

On the Santa Fe campus ]. Burchenal Ault of Oyster 
Bay, New York, was appointed Vice President with over
all responsibility for administrative and financial matters. 
Mr. Ault graduated from Yale University and held two 
presidencies in business firms. He had also been active 
in educational and civic affairs: He served on the alumni 
board at Yale and the alumni fund at Phillips Academy, 
Andover, and he was a trustee of Hofstra University and 
president of the Pro Arte Symphony Association on Long 
Island. He assumed his new duties September 1st and has 
demonstrated a high degree of imaginativeness and in
itiative ever since. 

Mr. Ault's interest in music and the fine arts has con
tributed importantly to making the Santa Fe campus a 
more exciting place, not only for students and Tutors 
but also for members of the community. Showings of 
the thirteen-part film series "Civilisation" were arranged, 
and Howard Adams, Assistant Administrator of the 
National Gallery of Art, came to Santa Fe for the open. 
ing. An "Indian Table" was instituted, bringing Santa 
Fe residents to the College for a monthly dinner and 
lectures by authorities on Indian culture, including N. 
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Scott Momaday who is a Pulitzer Prize novelist. A local 
radio program called "A College in Action" offered a 
half-hour weekly discussion by Tutors and students. 
Popular book-and-author luncheons continued to attract 
capacity crowds under the auspices of St. John's Library 
Associates. The Santa Fe, Los Alamos, and Albuquerque 
Boards of Associates met quarterly and continued to work 
helpfully for the College's benefit. 

The Students 

At commencement exercises on the two campuses, 71 
seniors received their Bachelor of Arts degree, 45 of 
these in Annapolis and 26 in Santa Fe. In addition, 
eleven Santa Fe seniors and four Annapolis seniors suc
cessfully completed their work in August under the 
three-year transfer plan. This was the first such summer 
program. It will be repeated next summer, but a decision 
has already been reached to discontinue the transfer 
program for the future. The total number of graduates 
for 197 I, therefore, is 86. Two Watson Traveling Fellow
ships and one Danforth Fellowship were awarded to 
Santa Fe seniors, while one Danforth Fellowship and 
one honorary mention went to Annapolis seniors. 

Attrition was greatly diminished during the last aca
demic year on the Annapolis campus. Because of the 
entering February class of 21, more students were 
registered in June than had started in September. Dean 
Goldwin believes that a major factor in retention of 
students has been the fact that poor and uninterested 
students have been asked to leave. This policy has 
tended to hold the better students. In Santa Fe, too, there 
was marked improvement in retention for the -:year, 
though larger numbers than usual have dropped out 
at the end of the year. St. John's is not immune to the 
"estlessness that pervades this college generation. 

Figures comparing the September and June student 
enrollments follow: 

Men 
Annapolis 

Freshmen 
February Class 
Sophomores 
Juniors 

Sept. june 

69 64 
13 

62 59 
35 35 

Seniors 36 35 

Totals 202 206 

Santa Fe 

Freshmen 61 56 
Sophomores 43 40 
Juniors 33 29 
Seniors 17 17 

Totals 154 142 

Grand Totals 356 348 

liVomen Total 
Sept. June Sept. june 

48 45 117 !09 
8 21 

48 45 110 !04 
16 16 51 51 
18 16 54 51 

--
130 130 332 336 

45 40 106 96 
35 30 78 70 
22 20 55 49 
13 12 30 29 

115 102 269 244 

245 232 601 580 

,\ 
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After sixteen years as Director of Admissions on the 
Annapolis campus, James Tolbert has relinquished his 
administrative responsibilities and returned to full-time 
teaching as a Tutor. In recognition of his effective and 
dedicated service, the Faculty passed a formal resolution 
of commendation. I, too, would record my deep gratitude 
for his devotion to the College. Michael Ham was ap
pointed to replace Mr. Tolbert. Mr. Ham received an 
M.S. in mathematics from the University of Iowa in 
1968. He has most recently been manager of PLAN 
Systems Analysis and Programming for the Westing
house Learning Corporation. 

The September 1970 freshman class in Annapolis was 
composed of 117 students from 26 states, the District 
of Columbia and Puerto Rico. Eighty-four percent ranked 
in the top or second fifth of their respective classes in 
secondary school. Five were National Merit scholars, 
16 were semifinalists, and eight received letters of com
mendation. The 23 February freshmen came from nine 
states, the District of Columbia, British Columbia, and 
Puerto Rico. Three-quarters ranked in the top or second 
fifth of their respective graduating classes. Six were 
National Merit semifinalists and two won letters of 
commendation. 

At Santa Fe Gerald Zollars completed his first year 
as Director of Admissions. The entering class of 106 on 
the western campus was drawn from 27 states and the 
District of Columbia. Eighty-eight percent ranked in the 
top or second fifth of their class in high school. Fifteen 
were National Merit scholars. An innovation this year 
was the use of the Educational Opportunity Service 
of the American College Testing Program. This intro
duced St. John's College by mail to over 12,000 students 
whose responses on the ACT examination matched the 
following criteria: (1)' a considerable interest in writing 
in high school, (2) a concern about the intellectual 
atmosphere of the college to be attended, and (3) a 
major interest in the arts and humanities or indecision 
as to a major field of study. Results from this program 
have been inconclusive for this first year, since infor
mation about St. John's reacl1ed the students late, after 
a choice of college had probably already been made. 

Comparative statistics on admissions for the two 
campuses show an increasing number of inquiries, but 
without a proportionate increase in the number of 
applications: 

Inquiries 
Visitors 
Applications 
Accepted 
Rejected 
Withdrawn 
Deposits Received 
Enrolled 

Annapolis 
1969-70 1970-71 

----
2.904 3,383 

178 277 
232 265 
!58 181 
59 60 
56 80 

113 125 
117 125 

Santa Fe 
1969-70 1970-71 

----
1,839 3,867 

164 208 
211 241 
!56 182 
40 50 
66 83 

104 108 
106 106 

October 1971 

Teaching Faculty 

Again both campuses were inundated with applications 
for teaching positions. Despite 300 applications submitted 
at Santa Fe, there was not a significantly larger number 
of promising candidates, fully qualified to teach in the 
St. John's program. Nevertheless, three excellent new ap
pointments were made for Santa Fe and one for An
napolis. The Santa Fe appointees are Mrs. Vida Chesnulis 
Clift, who holds a B.A. from Radcliffe and a Ph.D. from 
Harvard, and who taught for two years at Boston Uni
versity; C. Donald Knight, who has a B.A. from Baker 
University and a master's degree from the University 
of Toronto, where he was a teaching fellow; and Mrs. 
Caroline Higgins Richards, a graduate of the University 
of Colorado, who received a Ph.D. from Stanford Uni
versity in 1970 and since has been an instructor in the 
history of Western civilization at Brooklyn College. The 
only new Annapolis appointment went to John White 
who was awarded his B.A. at St. John's College in 1965. 
He holds his M.A. from the New School for Social Re
search, where he has been teaching. Aaron Kirschbaum, 
Annapolis Tutor, is moving this fall to the Santa Fe 
Faculty. 

Two teaching interns, Mrs. Toni Drew and Mr. Paul 
Mannick, both of them alumni of the College, were ap
pointed on the Santa Fe campus, thanks to a grant from 
the Ford Foundation in its Venture Funds programs. 
Both proved themselves to be promising teachers and 
valuable members of the Faculty. In reviewing their 
work, the Instruction Committee recommended that 
they be reappointed for the coming year and that they 
be allowed to submit essays in fulfillment of the re
quirement for the degree of Master of Arts during the 
coming year. It is hoped that the teaching internship 
program can be expanded in the future. 

With regret I report the resignations of two tenure 
members of the Santa Fe Faculty. Clarence .J. Kramer, 
who had served as Dean of the Santa Fe Faculty and 
as Associate Dean of the College for four years from 
1964 to 1968, resigned to accept the Deanship of Marl
boro College in Vermont. Thomas ]. Slakey, who was 
first appointed a Tutor on the Annapolis campus in 1959 
and who was one of the cadre that launched the western 
campus in 1964, resigned to accept the position of Vice 
President for Academic Affairs at St. Mary's College in 
California. I should like to record the College's debt of 
gratitude to both men for their service over the years. 

One of the new Tutors in Annapolis, Brian McGuire, 
resigned at the end of the first semester and returned to 
Europe. Four other Tutors completed their appointments 
and left the College at the end of the academic year: 
William B. Pitt in Annapolis, and Elizabeth F. Gilbert, 
John C. Rodgers, and Barnett ]. Sokol on the Santa 
Fe. campus. 
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The College's generous sabbatical leave policy con
tinues to pay dividends. For more than twenty years 
the College has made is possible for a Tutor to have a 
full year away from his teaching responsibilities at full 
salary. The first such leave is granted after nine years 
of teaching; subsequent leaves follow six further years 
of teaching. More recently the College has liberalized 
this policy to enable Tutors to take early sabbatical 
leave at a salary proportionate to the number of years 
served since first appointment or since the last leave. 
During the year under review four Tutors from An
napolis were on sabbatical leave: 'Samuel S. Kutler, 
Barbara H. Leonard, Michael S. Littleton, and Elliott 
Zuckerman; Charles G. Bell and Dean R. Haggard were 
on sabbatical leave from the Santa Fe campus. Two 
Tutors from Annapolis were on ordinary leave for the 
first semester at their request: Mrs. Gisela Berns and 
Thomas A. McDonald. 

Libraries 

Miss Charlotte Fletcher and Mrs. Alice Whelan, the 
Librarians on the Annapolis and Santa Fe campuses re~ 
spectively, report gratifying growth of the College's two 
collections. Thanks to the enlarged stack space in re
constructed '1\Toodward Hall, the book collection in An
napolis, which had always been held at approximately 
50,000 volumes, has now grown to 62,930 volumes. The 
Santa Fe collection has grown to half its goal of 50,000 
volumes, with 23,684 volumes catalogued and another 
4,000 volumes in special collections. Completion of the 
Tower Building in October will enable the Librarian 
in Santa Fe to consolidate books, records, and tapes in 
two locations~the present library in the Peterson Student 
Center and the ground floor of the new building. These 
expanded facilities will enable the College to make 
excellent use of the three fine music collections now 
stored: the Wilhelm Schmidt, the S. Ellsworth Grumman, 
and the Amelia Elizabeth White collections, all of them 
recent gifts to the College. 

GTaduate Institute 

Robert A. Neidorf was appointed Director of the 
Graduate Institute in Liberal Education this year, suc
ceeding James Shannon, who resigned to study law at 
the University of New Iviexico. Under Mr. Neidorf's di
rection the Institute completed its fifth session this past 
summer with great success. Enrollment of I 46 teachers 
and other adults was the largest to date. Eighteen students 
successfully completed the Graduate Program in the 
Liberal Arts and were awarded their M.A. degrees. This 
brings to 57 the total number of degrees awarded since 
the first class completed the requirements in 1969. 

There were twenty members of the teaching Faculty. 
Once again most of the Faculty was drawn from the two 
St. John's campuses, but there were six Tutors appointed 
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from other institutions. These were Brother S. Robert 
Smith, Glenn H. Ballard, and .James Collins from the 
Integrated Progtam of St. Mary's College of California; 
A. Lowell Edmunds, Assistant Professor of Classics at 
Harvard University; Charles E. Butterworth, Associate 
Professor of Political Science at the University of Mary
land; and Norman S. Grabo, Professor of English at the 
University of California at Berkeley. 

Once again the Institute received generous support 
from the National Endowment for the Humanities. There 
were helpful matching grants for fellowships from the 
Calritz Foundation of Washington, D. C., the Hoffberger 
Foundation of Baltimore, Maryland, and the Richardson 
Fund of New York City. In addition, generous grants 
for fellowship purposes were received from the Vincent 
Astor Foundation, the Jac Holzman Foundation, and the 
Henry Luce Foundation, all of New York City. 

The Staff 

At Annapolis Mrs. Gayle F. Kline was appointed secre
tary to the Provost in April. Mrs. Ingrid E. Miller re
placed Mrs. Amalea Noyes as secretary to the Director 
of Development in December, and Mrs. Susan Platt's 
place as secreta1-y in the Admissions Office was filled by 
Mrs. LaNece P. Lamonte at the start of the year. Mrs. 
Virginia S. Schenck replaced Mrs. Virginia West as Resi
dent Head in Humphreys Hall. Miss Phyllis Doyle re
signed her position as Laboratory Technician at the end 
of the year to undertake studies at The Johns Hopkins 
University. 

At Santa Fe Mrs. Geraldine Foster left the Admissions 
Office to become seo-etary to the President, succeeding 
Mrs. Minnie Mae Powell. Ivirs. Esther Lopez moVed into 
the Treasurer's Office as Cashier, and her place in the 
Development Office was taken by Mrs. Nicki Gonzales. 
Miss 1\tfary Lou Neal succeeded Miss Corinne Martinez as 
Bookkeeper, and Miss Dolores Vigil became secretary in 
the Buildings and Grounds Office. Mrs. Rebecca Lang was 
appointed Bookstore Manager, succeeding Charles Webb. 
Mrs. Ruth Archer replaced Mrs. Linda McCormick as 
Director of Reader Services in the Library, and the 
resulting vacancy on the switchboard was filled by Mrs. 
Dolores Williams. Mrs. Lois Delaney replaced Miss 
Georgelle Durkin as secretary in the office of the Vice 
President. 

The Alumni 

The revised College Polity provides that the alumni 
are lile-long members of St. John's College and that 
the Alumni Association is the formal means by which 
alumni participate in the life of the College. During 
the past year the Alumni Association evidenced its active 
concern for the undergraduates in two ways: a counseling 
program was undertaken, and three discussion sessions 
were held~one on graduate schools, one on law as a 
career, and one on opportunities in government and 



business. These sessions were well attended by juniors 
and seniors. A second program sought to involve the 
alumni more actively in college admissions. Temple G. 
Porter '62 conceived and published a comprehensive 
guide to helping alumni volunteers find and recruit able 
prospective students. A recruitment kit was assembled 
and is being distributed this summer. 

At Homecoming in October the alumni elected 
William R. Tilles '59 as President and Bernard F. 
Gessner '27 as Executive Vice President. Philip I. Bow
man '31 and W. Bernard Fleischmann '50 were reelected 
to the Board of Visitors and Governors for second three
year terms. For the first time in the history of the As
sociation, three alumni Awards of Merit were awarded. 
Recipients so honored were Philip A. Alger '21, 
Schenectady, New York; General Alfred Houston Noble 
'17, La Jolla, California; and Luther S. Tall '21, Balti
more, Maryland. 

The year just ended was marked by the finest record 
to date in annual giving. Under the chairmanship of 
Jack L. Carr '50, 880 alumni responded to the appeal 
of the College and contributed a total of $30,483. In 
addition, there were 17 gifts from alumni for scholar
ship endowments totaling $1,375. Including the special 
gift of Paul Mellon '44, the alumni gave a total of 
$400,860 to the College during the year. 

New Construction 

In October of 1970 a contract was awarded to the 
firm of Sewell and Stanton, general contractors of Santa 
Fe, for construction of the Tower Building. This two
story structure will enable the College to house all ad
ministrative offices under a single roof and thus free 
classroom and faculty office space now occupied in Evans 
Science Laboratory. Furthermore, the basement will pro
vide space for 20,000 volumes so that the Library can 
relinquish space in the women's dormitory complex and 
carry on its functions more efficiently. The building is 
fully funded, thanks to generous grants from the Fleisch
mann Foundation of Reno, Nevada, the Kresge Founda
tion of Detroit, Michigan, and the United States Steel 
Foundation of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, as well as to 
substantial gifts ·from two Board members-Mrs. Walter 
Driscoll of Santa Fe, New Mexico, and John D. Murchi
son of Dallas, Texas. The building will be completed in 
October and dedicated on December 4, 1971. 

At Annapolis a change in architects was made for 
the proposed Harrison Health Center: James Wood 
Burch of Annapolis, Maryland, replaced R TKL, Inc., 
of Baltimore, Maryland. Full architectural plans are now 
being drawn, and it is expected that a contract for this 
two-story building will be awarded this fall. The site 
will be between the Carroll Barrister House and Randall 
Hall. Meanwhile, the College will use the Chancellor 
Johnson House as a temporary infirmary and nurse's 
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apartment. The College's properties at 5 and 9 St. John's 
Street are being sold to the State of Maryland as part 
of the site of the new office building of the House of 
Delegates. 

Finances 

One could hardly overstate the immense material and 
psychological value of Paul Mellon's superb gift of a 
million dollars in December. In effect, it rescued the 
College from mounting indebtedness and assured that 
both campuses would complete the fiscal year in fully 
solvent condition. Moreover, it freed the Faculty and the 
stall from immediate financial worries and gave them new 
confidence and hope. The gift was divided between the 
two campuses in accordance with current needs. An
napolis received $354,562 and Santa Fe $651,000. The 
Treasurer in Annapolis applied $40,000 of this figure to 
repay a bank loan incurred to air-condition two dormi
tories, $118,584 to restore the depleted cash revolving 
fund, and $70,884 to balance the current operating 
budget. This has left the sum of $124,938 as a reserve 
for the future. 

In Santa Fe the fiscal year had begun with a cumu
lative deficit from the first six years of the new coiiege's 
life amounting to $143,936. Interest charges proved a 
heavy drain on the annual budget. Fortunately two spe
cial gifts during the early part of the year reduced the def
icit to $384,638. Mr. Mellon's generous gift erased this bal
ance and thus made available once again the College's 
full line of credit at a local bank. The sum of $130,975 
of the Mellon gift was used toward current expenditures, 
so that the Santa Fe campus, too, completed the fiscal 
year in the black. This has left $135,243 of the Mellon 
gift as a welcome reserve against future operations. 

The statements of current revenue and expenditures 
appended to this report are self-explanatory. It should be 
noted, however, that actual expenditures on the Santa 
Fe campus were $1,640,010, some $6,500 under the 
budgeted estimates of $1,646,539. At Annapolis, too, the 
actual expenditures of $1,844,196 were well within the 
budgeted figure of $1,856,282. 

Steps were taken during the year to place the entire 
investment portfolio in the hands of T. Rowe Price 
and Associates. By instruction of the Finance Committee, 
T. Rowe Price divided the total portfolio into two parts, 
one with growth as its primary objective, the other with 
maximum income as its aim. This arrangement was 
thought to constitute a hedge in investment under the 
"total yield" concept. The College draws six percent 
of the market value of the fund for current purposes. 
A portion of this drawal comes from dividends and 
interest, the balance from realized gains on the sale of 
securities. 

The year just ended has been one of painful adjust
ment, as the portfolio manager has sold off poorly per
forming stocks and has made new investments. Losses 
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of $463,503 were taken. Moreover, real estate previously 
donated to the College was sold at a book loss of $95,843. 
These transactions reduced the cumulative reservation of 
profits on the sale of securities from $895,527 to $336,181. 
Drawals under the "total yield" concept further reduced 
this balance to $186,385. As of June 30, 1971, the book 
value of the College's endowment funds stood at $8,-
333,008, and the market value at $8,541,349. 

It is significant that for the first time in some years 
major repayments were made by the Santa Fe campus 
to the Annapolis endowment fund against the monies 
advanced to construct the new campus in 1963 and 
1964. Gifts totaling $85,375 reduced the balance of the 
loan to $1,375,625. In addition the sum of $5,000 for 
debt retirement was raised by the Santa Fe seniors 
through a benefit showing of Bondarchuk's film, War 
and Peace. In presenting the gift the seniors said: 

We have two things in mind in wishing to 
give this amount toward the repayment 'of the 
Annapolis endowment debt. First perhaps, it 
can in a small way express our thanks to An
napolis for helping this campus to come about 
with its own critical funds, not to mention the 
men and experience it gave. Secondly, this gift 
is given in the hope of continuing and yet finer 
achievements, through books and discussions, by 
all members of the College. Money as well as the 
more magic constituents is needed and nothing 
can be put toward projects of an academic 
nature until this debt and the many others 
are paid. 

275th Anniversary Fund 

In recognition of the two and three-quarters centuries 
of the life of this institution and in commitment to its 
program of liberal education, friends of the College 
are being invited to contribute to the 275th Anniversary 
Fund. This fund is designed to provide a firm founda
tion of endowment for both campuses, to meet the im
mediate needs for new buildings, and to supply operat
ing funds for the three years of the campaign period end
ing in 1974. The goals established jointly by the Faculty 
and the Board of Visitors and Governors are $5,000,000 
for the Annapolis campus and $10,000,000 for the Santa 
Fe campus. As the fund is formally opened, I am pleased 
to report advance gifts and pledges of $1,460,462 for An
napolis and $4,357,723 for Santa Fe. Two notable gifts 
deserve special citation and acknowledgement: the pledge 
of a million and a quarter dollars by Mrs. Duane L. 
Peterson for the Student Center and the gift of a million 
dollars to erase current indebtedness and to provide 
operating funds from Paul Mellon, alumnus and honor
ary co-chairman of the College's National Committee. 
With challenge gifts of this magnitude, St. John's College 
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can move forward into the campaign period with confi
dence and enthusiasm. 

Gifts and Grants 

The year just ended has been considered a preparatory 
or preliminary year in the College's 275th Anniversary 
Fund. Goals for both campuses in the campaign in
cluded current operating funds for 1970-71, as well as 
for the following three years. Gifts and grants received 
at Annapolis and at Santa Fe over the past year have 
been credited against the substantial objectives of the 
275th Anniversary Fund. 

I am happy to report that the Annapolis campus re
ceived a total of $779,884 in cash from 1,372 donors 
during the course of the year. Apart from the $354,562 
received from Paul Mellon, alumni of the College con
tributed $46,298, parents of students $3,425, Board mem
bers $142,685, corporations $23,405 (including $17,251 
through the solicitations of the Association of Inde
pendent Colleges in Maryland), foundations $171,848, 
and Faculty and friends $37,661. These gifts were ap
plied as follows: endowment $267,481, plant $16,674, 
and current purposes $141,167. There were also gifts in 
kind, principally books for the library, aggregating 
$36,535. 

St. John's College records its deep gratitude to all 
who have demonstrated their friendship and their confi
dence through gifts and grants over the past twelve 
months. I should like to register our particular thanks 
to Paul Mellon for his munificent gift; to Mrs. Elizabeth 
Myers Mitchell for $125,000 to establish a landscaping 
fund in memory of her late mother, Mrs. Kate :Myers; to 
the Hodson Trust for an unrestricted grant of $40,000; 
and to the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation for $119,988 
for endowment purposes. The Mellon Foundation grant 
represents the final installment on a matching offer of a 
million dollars for endowment originally made by Old 
Dominion Foundation in 1963 and generously extended 
by the trustees of the new Andrew W. Mellon Founda
tion. 

On the Santa Fe campus gifts and grants for the fiscal 
year aggregated $1,869,210. Apart from the Mellon gift 
of $651,000, funds were received from the following 
sources: Board members $649,850, members of the 
National Committee $21,010, Faculty, staff, and students 
$15,091, parents of students $5,816, alumni $1,349, 
corporations $9,870, foundations $423,705, government 
$52,490, and friends $39,029. These funds were applied 
as follows: endowment $6,179, construction of the Tower 
Building $535,684, retirement of the loan from the An
napolis endowment fund $90,375, the Graduate Insti
tute in Liberal Education $126,145, and current purposes 
$459,527. 

Again I should like to record the College's gratitude 
to each donor. The task of underwriting a new college 



which lacks both alumni and endowment is at best a 
formidable one. All of us on the Santa Fe campus realize 
that our friends must demonstrate a special brand 
of confidence and hope in order to give as generously as 
they have. Special mention should be made of Mr. 
Mellon's gift and of the following: $125,000 from the 
Max C. Fleischmann Foundation of Reno, Nevada, 
$100,000 from the Kresge Foundation of Detroit, Michi
gan, $175,000 from John D. Murchison of Dallas, Texas, 
and $100,000 from Mrs. Walter W. Driscoll of Santa Fe, 
all toward the cost of the Tower Building, $50,000 from 
the Ford Foundation, as the initial payment of a three
year grant in the Foundation's Ventures Fund program; 
and $85,375 from Mrs. Duane L. Peterson toward re
tirement of the construction loan on the Student Center. 

Bequests 

The Board has already adopted a resolution on the 
death of Richard Herman Hodgson '06, who served 
helpfully for many years as a Visitor and Governor of 
the College. By the terms of Mr. Hodgson's will the sum 
of $100,000 will be added to the Hodgson Scholarship 
Endowment. These scholarships are awarded on the basis 
of character, academic achievement, and promise, with 
priority accorded applicants from Wicomico County and 
the Eastern Shore of Maryland. The Hodgson Scholar
ships are a fitting memorial to one of St. John's outstand
ing alumni. 

During the spring Richard Hammond Elliott '17 died 
following protracted disability. Mr. Elliott had. a long 
and useful career as editor of the Annapolis Evening 
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Capital. I well recall that he was the first person to inter
view me after my appointment _to the St. John's presi
dency in September of 1949. Mr. Elliott's entire estate, 
amounting to approximately $300,000, comes to St. John's 
College to endow a tutorship in his name. This consti
tutes a welcome addition to the College's permanent 
funds. 

Finally, let me record Mrs. Weigle's and my gratitude 
for the leave which the Board granted us this winter 
and spring so that we could take part in the Danforth 
Foundation's program of Short-Term Leaves for College 
and University Administrators. We made three separate 
trips during the four-month period from mid-January 
to mid-May. We spent the first five weeks in South 
Africa, Rhodesia, Tanzania, and Kenya. In South Africa 
we were afforded the opportunity of visiting a repre
sentative number of universities and of conferring with 
their administrative heads. In March we spent three 
weeks as members of a traveling seminar to study 
socialist education in Hungary, Romania, the Soviet 
Union, and Poland. The third trip took us to England 
in late April. For a fortnight we lived at Clare Hall 
in Cambridge, where I was an Honorary Fellow of Clare 
College. All three of these experiences abroad provided 
not only a welcome change from our regular routine 
but interesting new perspectives and insights on edu
cation in general. We return to St. John's with renewed 
faith in the College and its mission. 

September I, 1971 

RICHARD D. WEIGLE 

President 
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ST. JOHN'S 
Annapolis, Maryland 
BALANCE SHEETS, 

ASSETS 
CuRRENT FuNns 

Unrestricted 
Cash ................................... . 
Accounts Receivable ..................... . 
Due from SJC-Santa Fe ................. . 
Due from Other Funds ................... . 
Prepaid Expenses ....................... . 
Bookstore Inventory .... , ............... . 

Total Unrestricted Funds ............ . 

Restricted 

Annapolis 

$ 50,987 
4,316 

17,878 
1,503 

442 
25,514 

$ 100,640 

Cash .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. $ 317,331 
12,169 

840 
Investments ............................. . 
Loans Receivable ......................... . 

Total Restricted Funds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 
Total Current Funds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 

330,340 
430,980 

LoAN FuNDS 

Cash .................................... $ 5,893 
United Student Aid Deposit ............. . 
National Defense Student Loans .......... . 
Other Student Loans ..................... . 

146,290 
2,031 

Total Loan Funds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 

ANNUITY FUNDS 

154,214 

Due From Other Funds 
Total Annuity Fund.s 

ENDOWMENT FUNDS 

Cash ................................... . 
Accounts and Notes Receivable ........... . 
Faculty Home Loans ..................... . 
Loan to Santa Fe Campus ................. . 
Due from Other Funds .................. . 
Miscellaneous ........................... . 
Investments 

Securities-at Cost ..................... . 
Mortg-ag-es on Real Property ............ . 

Total Endowment Funds ........... . 

PLANT FUNDS 

$ 

$ 231,677 
6,759 

141,221 
1,375,625 

911 
830 

6,531,773 
46,677 

$ 8,335,473 

Cash .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. $ 64,363 
Investments-Real Estate ................. . 
Dormitory Trust Fund ................... . 
Land and Campus Development ........ , .. . 
Buildings and Improvements .............. . 
Cons~ruction in Progress ................. . 
Equipment and Furnishings .............. . 
Library Books .......................... . 
Land and Building-s-Other .............. . 

Total Plant Funds .................. . 

Total Funds ........................ . 

375,677 
5,194,326 

394,221 

$ 6,028,587 

$14,949,254 

Santa Fe 

$ 5,084 
59,718 

34,956 
27,236 
23,106 

$ 150,100 

$ 238,505 
3,226 

. '' .... 
$ 241,731 

$ 391,831 

$ 3,668 
1,000 

139,782 
24,675 

$ 169,125 

$ 210,910 

$ 210,910 

$ 44,000 
2,443 

....... 

....... 

....... 

15,596 
....... 

$ 62,039 

$ 91,286 
185,000 
136,774 
....... 

5,082,804 
284,743 
436,757 

77,452 
107,103 

$6,401,919 

$7,235,824 



COLLEGE 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 
June 30, 1970 

CURRENT FUNDS 

Unrestricted 

LIABILITIES 

Accounts Payable ........................ . 
Deferred Income ....................... . 
Due to Other Funds ...................... . 
Due to SJC-Annapolis .................. . 
Reserve for Future Operations ........... . 

Total Unrestricted Funds ............ . 

Restricted 
Fund Balances 
Due to Other Funds ...................... . 

Total Restricted Funds .............. . 
Total Current Funds ................ . 

LoAN FuNDS 

Fund Balances 
Due to Current Funds ................... . 

Total Loan Funds .................. . 

ANNUITY FUNDS 

Annapolis 

$ 19,478 
67,702 

13,460 
$ 100,640 

$ 

$ 
$ 

$ 

$ 

329,843 
497 

330,340 
430,980 

154,214 
. ..... . 
154,214 

Fund Balances . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 
Total Annuity Funds ................. . 

ENDOWMENT FUNDS 

Principal ............................... . 
Reservation of Profits-Sale of Securities ... . 
Due to Other Funds ..................... . 
Unexpended Income ..................... . 

Total Endowment Funds . , . , .... , .... . 

PLANT FUNDS 

Invested in Plant ........................ . 
Federal Dormitory Bonds ................ . 
Due to Other Funds .................... . 
Notes Payable to Annapolis ............. . 
Dormitory Bond Sinking Fund ........... . 
Unexpended ............................ . 

Total Plant Funds ................... . 

Total Funds ........................ . 

$ 8,146,627 
186,381 

2,465 
$ 8,335,473 

$ 5,964,224 

1,917 

62,446 
$ 6,028,587 

$14,949,254 

Santa Fe 

$ 13,627 
93,815 
20,512 
17,878 
4,268 

$ 150,100 

222,740 
18,991 

$ 241,731 
$ 391,831 

$ 156,108 
13,017 

$ 169,125 

$ 210,910 
$ 210,910 

$ 61,769 

270 

62,039 

$2,722,836 
1,693,000 

199,399 
1,375,625 

136,774 
274,285 

$6,401,919 

$7,235,824 
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ST. JOHN'S COLLEGE 

Annapolis, Maryland Santa Fe, New Mexico 

CONDENSED STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES 

Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 1971 

REVENUE 

Educational and General 
Tuition ................................. . 
Endowment Income ....................... . 
Gifts and Grants ........................ . 
Scholarships .............................. . 
Miscellaneous ............................ . 

Total ................................. . 

Auxiliary Enterprises 
Bookstore ................................ . 
Dining Hall ............................. . 
Dormitories .............................. . 

Total ................................. . 

Total Revenue 

EXPENDITURES 

Educational and General 

Annapolis 

$ 784,578 
418,754 
186,190 
87,464 
18,242 

$1,495,228 

$ 47,798 
161,390 
139,780 

$ 348,968 

$1,844,196 

Administrative . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 191,571 
183,392 
750,562 

General .................................. . 
Instruction ............................... . 
Graduate Institute ....................... . 
Student Activities ......................... . 
Operation and Maintenance ............... . 

Total .................................. . 

Auxiliary Enterprises 
Bookstore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 
Dining Hall .............................. . 
Dormitories (Debt Service) ............... . 

Total ................................. . 

Miscellaneous 
Student Financial Aid 
Federal Programs ......................... . 
Capital Appropriations ................... . 

Total ................................. . 

Total Expenditures .................... . 

Excess Revenue ........................ . 

15,391 
332,652 

$1,473,568 

46,127 
150,259 

$ 196,386 

$ 174,242 

$ 174,242 

$1,844,196 

Santa Fe 

$ 625,291 
2,833 

644,377 
40,713 
31,573 

$1,344,787 

$ 33,875 
140,260 
125,355 

$ 299,490 

$1,644,277 

$ 205,283 
159,586 
513,771 
117,688 
25,667 

160,013 

$1,182,008 

$ 34,141 
103,383 
109,302 

$ 246,826 

$ 171,170 
17,094 
22,912 

$ 211,176 

$1,640,010 

$ 4,267 



ST. JOHN'S COLLEGE 
Annapolis, Maryland 

October 1971 

PERMANENT ENDOWMENT FUNDS-PRINCIPAL AND INCOME 

June 30, 1971 

A. W. Mellon 
Gift Foundation Total Fund 

TUTORSHIP ENDOWMl•:NTS: 
of DonoY klatching Gift Principal 

Addison E. Mullikin, 1895 .$1,989,!153.37 $ 500,000.00 $2,189,953.37 
Arthur de Talma Valk, 1906 150,215.75 150,000.00 300,215.75 

$2,140,169.12 $ 650,000.00 $2,790,169.12 

SCHOLARSHIP ENDO\".IMENTS: 

Annapolis Self Help $ 15,000.00 $ Hi,OOO.OO $ 30,000.00 
George M. Austin, 1908, Memorial 25,000.00 25,000.00 50,000.00 
WalterS. Baird, 1930 2,500.00 2,500.00 
Chicago Regional 3,070.00 :!,070.00 6,1'10.00 
Class of 1897 8,672. I1 8,672.14 
Class of 1898 87,933.19 87,933.19 
Dr, Charles Cook 13,705.2{) 13,705.26 
Corp. George E. Cunniff III, 1930 135.00 135.00 270.00 
Faculty 26,12'1.25 2,359.00 28.783.25 
John T. Harrison, 1907 25,025.08 20,025.00 45,050.08 
Hillhouse High School, 1927 8,607.00 7,367.00 16,034.00 
Richard H. Hodgson, 1906 150,250.00 150,250.00 300,500.00 
Alfred Houston, 1906, Student Aid '12,787.10 2,500.00 45,287.10 
Houston Regional 500.00 500.00 1,000.00 
Jesse H. Jones and Mary Gibbs Jones 36,000.00 36,000.00 72,000.00 
Robert E. and l'vlargarel Larsh Jones, 1909 28,352.911 28,352.94 
Arthur E. and Hilda Combs Landers, 1930 4,445.00 4,44.\.00 
Massachusetts Regional 22,685.00 22,685.00 45,370.00 
Philip A. Myers II, 1938 19,362.17 9,000.00 28,362.47 
Oklahoma Regional 26,000.00 26,000.00 52,000.00 
Thomas Parran, 1911, Memorial 6,165.00 6,165.00 
Pittsburgh Regional 560.00 560.00 1,120.00 
Readers Digest Foundation 12,500.00 12,500.00 
Clifton A Roehle 7,055.56 7,055.56 
Murray Joel Rosenberg Memorial 3,061.00 3,061.00 
Hazel Norris and]. Graham Shannahan, 1908 3,6611.00 3,661.00 
Clarence Stryker 3,643.20 3,']-13.00 7,056.20 
Friedrich J. Von Schwerdtner 1,55!.91 1,551.91 

$ 581,715.10 $ 323,864.00 ·I 908,579.10 
-----

STUDENT LOAN FUND ENDUWMENTS: 
George Friedland $ 23,862.59 $ 20,000.00 I 13,862.59 
John David Pyle, Hl62, Memorial 4,908.54 1,170.00 6,378.54 

-------

i 28,771.13 $ 21,470.00 i 50,241.13 
----- -------

ALUMNI AND MEMORIAL ENDOWMENTS: 
Granville Q. Adams, 1929 ·I 1,100.00 $ $ 1,100.00 
Charles Edward Athey, 1.Y8l 5,825.00 5,825.00 
William C. Baxter, 1923 25.00 25.00 
Drew H. Beatty, 1903 500.00 200.00 700,00 
Dr. William Brewer, 1823 125.00 125.00 250.00 
Frederick VV. Brune, 1874 854.50 507.00 1,361.50 
Benjamin Duvall Chambers, 1905 2,637.50 2,637.50 
Henry M. Cooper, Jr., 1934 1,000.00 !,000.00 2,000.00 
Walter I. Dawkins, 1880 58,682.82 58,682.82 
Robert F. Duer, Jr., 1921 3,265.00 335.00 3,600.00 
Dr. Philip H. Edwards, 1898 1,135.44 985.00 2,120.44 
Joseph W. Fastner, Jr., 1960 2,000.00 2,000.00 
Allen Lester Fowler, 191.? 500.00 500.00 1,000.00 
Edna G. and Roscoe-E. Grove, 1910 16,555.96 16,555.96 
Charles W. Hass, 1927 10.00 110.00 
Dr. Amos F. Hutchins, 1906 658.18 633.00 1,291.18 
Clarence T. Johnson, 1909 100.00 100.00 
Clifford L. Johnson, 1911 100.00 100.00 
Helen B. Jones and Robert 0. .Jones, 1916 18,357.00 7,563.00 25,920.00 
Jonathan D. Korshin, 1966 200.00 200.00 
Oliver M. Korshin, 1963 200.00 200.00 
Dr. W. Oscar La:tvlotte, 1902 5,!10.00 5,140.00 

19 



The College 

John H. E. Legg, 1921 23,223.16 23,223.16 
William Lentz, 1912 1,020.00 1,020.00 2,040.00 
Leola H. and Thomas W. Ligon, 1916 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Col. Harrison McAlpine, 1909 325.00 325.00 650.00 
James R. McClintock, 1965, Prize Fund 441.50 441.50 
Vincent W. McKay, 1946 4,000.00 4,000.00 
Robert F. Maddox, 1876 600.00 600.00 
William L. Mayo, 1899 12,218.68 12,218.68 
Ridgley P. Melvin, 1899 100.00 100.00 200,00 

Wm. S. Morsell, 1922, AthlcLic Fund 5,0000.00 5,000.00 10,000.00 
John Mullan, 1847 10,000.00 10,000,00 20,000.00 
Walter C, My lander, Jr., 1932 5,133.34 5,133.34 
M. Keith Neville, 1905 1,000.00 1,000.00 2,000.00 

Dr. John 0. Neustadt, 1939 1,107.00 1,107.00 
Blanchard Ranc\all, 1874 850.66 330.00 1,180.66 
Susan Irene Roberts, 1966 502.00 502.00 
Leroy T. Rohrer, 1903 100.00 100,00 200.00 
Harrison Sasscer, 1944 4,300,50 •1,300.50 
G H, Schoff, 1889 500.00 500.00 1,000.00 
Henry F. Sturdy, 1906 28,633.39 28,633.39 
Rev. Enoch M. Thompson, 1895 3,000.00 3,000.00 6,000.00 
John Tucker, 1914 2,500.00 2,500.00 
Dr. RobertS. G. Welsh, 1913 125.00 125.00 250.00 
Dr. \Villis H. White, I 922 625.00 625.00 1,250.00 
Amos W. W. VVomkock, 1903 2,000.00 1,000.00 3,000.00 

$ 231,306.63 $ 31,973.00 $ 266,279.63 

OTHER ENDOWMENTS: 
Hertha S. and Jesse L Adams ·I 60,000.00 $ 60,000,00 $ 120,000.00 

Concert Fund 
Alumni Memorial Book Fund 355.00 355.00 
Philo Sherman Bennett l'rize Fund 308.ll 308.ll 
Benwood Foundation Library Fund 25,000.00 25,000.00 50,000.00 
George A. Bingley Memorial Fund 14,897.00 1'1,897.00 
Scott Buchanan Memorial Fund 5,770.00 5, 770.00 
Helen C. and George Davidson, Jr., 1916 20,025.00 20,025.00 
Fund for Tomorrow Lectureship 3,000.00 3,000.00 6,000.00 
Floyd Hayden Prize Fund 77.50 25.00 102.50 
Mary Safford Hoogewerff Memorial 

Library Fund 31,683.07 31,683.07 
Library Fund 560.00 400.00 960.00 
Monterey lVIackey Memorial Fund 400.00 400.00 
Emily Boyce Mackubin Fund 75,192A3 75,192.43 
Ellen C. Murphy tvfemorial Library Fund 1,500,00 1,500.00 3,000.00 
Kate lVloore Myers Landscaping Fund 124,349.36 121,349.36 
Henry H. and Cora Dodson Sasscer 

Newspaper Fund 1,500.00 1,500.00 
Adolph \V. Schmidt Fund 15,627.86 15,627.86 
Richard Scofield lviemorial Fund 895.00 895.00 
Mrs. Blair T. Scott Memorial Pri7e Fund 517.95 517.95 
Kathryn Mylroie Stevens Memorial Prize Fund 1,250.00 1,250.00 

. Clare Eddy and Eugene V. Thaw, 1947, 
Lectureship Fund 900.00 900.00 

Elma R. and Charles D. Todd Memorial 
Library Fund 19,500.00 19,500.00 39,000.00 

Clara B. \.Yeiglc Memorial Library Fund 1,195.75 1,195.75 
Daniel E. Weigle and Jessie N. Weigle 

Memorial Fund 2,500.00 2,500.00 
The Jack Wilen Foundation Library Fund 

in Memory of Murray Joel Rosenberg 1,000.00 1,000.00 
Victor Zuckerkandl J\llcmorial Fund 19,325.19 19,325.19 
Alumni Endowment 205,270.2 I 186,309.-00 391,579.21 
General Endowment 523,179.04 523,179.04 

-------
$1,155,778.'17 $ 295,734.00 $1,451,512.47 

------
Andrew \.Y. Mellon Foundation Grants 

Not Applied to Named Funds .$ $2,679,845.67 $2,679,845.67 

Reservation of Profits-
Sale o£ Securities $ 186,380.89 .$ $ 186,380.89 

Total Endowment Principal $4,327,121.31 $4,005,886.67 .$8,333,008.01 

20 

~ 



NEWS ON THE CAMPUSES 

CALIFORNIA CoLLEGE 
MoDELED oN ST. JoHN's 

St. John's has received news that its 
educational program has been adopted 
by St. Thomas Aquinas College, a new 
school in Calahasas7 California. 

"Unabashedly Catholic," the college 
will be staffed by laymen and is mod· 
cled on the "Great Books Liberal Arts" 
program. 

Located on a 200-acre campus near 
Malibu, the college will feature a cur
riculum emphasizing the ''classical 
ideal" of educating its students to the 
"integrative" thinkers \vith "relentless 
logic and absolute dedication to the 
truth," according to the August 8th 
issue of Twin Circle published by the 
National Catholic Press. 

The founder and president of the 
new college is Dr. Donald P. Mc
Arthur, a graduate of St. Mary's Col
lege in California who received his 
Ph.D. degree at the Pontifical Uni
versity at Quebec. 

Twin Circle notes the St. John's 
program has enjoyed ''stunning sue~ 
cess" since its introduction. 

COLLEGE AWARDS DEGREES 
TO FIRST SUMMER 
GRADUATING CLASS 

The first summer class to graduate 
from St. John's College received B.A. 
degrees at Santa Fe on August 18th: 
Douglas Cotler, Stephen R. Deluca, 
Twyla Fort Deluca, Cleo Fowler, Bruce 
F. Glaspell, Jan Goodman, Marc 
Haynes, Lewis M. Johnson, Lynda Jean 
Lamson Johnson, Patrick E" Porter 
and Gretchen Vadnais. 

These eleven students participated 
in a special program for students trans
ferring to St. John's with credits from 
other· institutions of higher learning. 
They were able to complete their work 

for a degree in three regular school 
yeaiS7 plus the summer course, which 
included writing of an essay and oral 
examination on it. 

President Richard D. Weigle pre
sided at the informal commencement 
program. He was assisted in the grad
uation exercises held in the Junior 
Common of the Peterson Student Cen
ter by Tutor David Jones, who headed 
the summer studies. 

GRADUATE INSTITUTE 
COMPLETES SUCCESSFUL 
SUMMER 

The summer Graduate Institute in 
Liberal Education enrolled a record 
total of 140 this year and awarded 
Master of Arts' degrees to eighteen 
students from five states and the Dis
trict of Columbia. It was the fifth sum
mer on the Santa Fe campus for the 
advanced studies program based on 
readings in the major works of Western 
thought. 

Robert Neidorf, a Tutor at St. John's 
College, is Director of the Graduate 
Institute. 'T'hc commencement speaker 
was James P. Shannon, who directed 
the Institute in 1969-70 and is now a 
student in the School of Law at the 
University of New Mexico. 

Members of this year's graduating 
class, the third since the Institute was 
started in 1967, included: New Mex
ico-Lucy MacGillivray Dix, Susan 
Kinslow, Betty Ann Milligan, Mary 
Navratil, Eleanor Bramlett Ortiz, 
Bruce Rolstad and Herbert Weinstein, 
all of Santa Fe; Maryland-Bela Kissh, 
Alice F. Kurs, Paul M. Blackwell, 
Cecilia JVI. Holtman and Mary P. Jus
tice; VVashington, D.C.-Juanita Good
son Allen, Edna F. Frye and Lovie W. 
Ward; other states-Debbe R. Gold
berg, Ohio; Jane G. Lemmond, Vir-

ginia; and Frances T. Zender, Illinois. 
The Institute offers four eight-week 

courses of study: Politics and Society, 
Philosophy and Theology, Mathemat
ics and Natural Science, and Literature. 
Completion of all four (or any three 
if nine hours of transfer credit are 
submitted) leads to the degree of Mas
ter of Arts. 

ST. JOHN'S IN ANNAPOLIS 
INCLUDED IN HISTORIC DISTRICT 

Recently the City Council of An
napolis unanimously voted to expand 
the boundaries of the Annapolis His
toric District to include St. John's Col
lege and additional areas within the 
old city. 

One of the new boundaries extends 
from the city to College Creek, the 
northwest portion of the 36 acre cam
pus. 

Last December the Board of Visitors 
and Governors unanimously agreed- to 
approve the inclusion of the College in 
the District after the Annapolis Faculty 
Campus Development Committee rec
ommended the action. 

The expansion of the District was 
made to assure the preservation of the 
historic atmosphere of a wider area of 
the old city. 

One disadvantage to the College 
would be the requirement that all 
architectural plans for new buildings or 
for renovation of old buildings would 
have to be approved by the Historic 
District Commission. 

On the positive side, it would seem 
inclusion in the District, which is reg~ 
istered in Washington, D.C., would 
help to assure the long-term future of 
the College from any possible incur
sions by outside organizations. 

The College is already included in 
a National Historic District, designated 
by the federal government. 
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MARK VAN DoREN WRITES 
SPECIAL POEM FOR ST. JoHN'S 
275TH ANNIVERSARY 
OBSERVANCE 

lVIark Van Doren, one of America's 
most distinguished men of letters, gave 
the main address at the August 8th 
Anniversary celebration in Santa Fe. 

Mr. Van Doren has written num
erous poems, plays, novels, short stories 
and books of literary criticism. He re
ceived the Pulitzer Prize in 1940 for 
his Collected Poems. He was a profes
sor of English at Columbia University 
for almost 40 years and is a mcm bcr 
of the American Academy of Arts and 
Letters. The Autobiography of Mark 
Van Doren was pu blishcd in 19 58 and 
1968. President vVeiglc, in introducing ~ 
him, cited Mr. Van Doren's book Lib- ~ 
eral Education as a major factor in Mr. ~ 
Weigle's decision to accept the presi- ~ 
dency of St. John's in 1949. ~ 

''St. John's College more than sur- 2 
vives, it flourishes," !vir. Van Doren 
·said in preface to his speech entitled 
"How to Praise a World That May 
Not Last?" He said Dean Darkey had 
suggested he might wish to speak on 
the act and the art of praise. 

"I said yes, of course, I would come 
and talk about praise. And I would 
even do some praising. I would not 
praise this or that thing, this or that 
person. I would praise everything and 
everybody. I would have the nerve to 
praise the world." 

During his remarks, he quoted three 
of his poems and he closed \vith one 
written especially for the occasion: 

IIow praise a 1vorld that will not be 
Forever? Stillness then. Time 
Sleeping, never to wake. No prince's 
Kiss. No prince. Praise? E\'en 
'l'he echo of it dies, even 
Memory, in the last brain 
That lm·ed it, withers away, and in mind 
Not even dozes, being done 
\Vith work that mattered not at all. 
IIow then praise nothing? 

Yet that day 

I las ncYer dawned. Here is the world 
So beautiful, being old, so 
:rviindftil of its maker-what 
Of him when that day comes-you say 
It mnst-vvhat then of him, and of this 
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The poet and the Governor-Mark Van Doren and Druce King, Ne\V J-..rJexico's chief executive
at the ''Summer Celebration" in Santa Fe, August 8th. 

Place so ermvdcd with his creatures
\Vith us all----{)h, praise the time 
That's left, ·praise here and now, praise 
Him that by his own sweet will 
May suddenly remake the world 
Forever, ever, ever, ever. 

ANNAPOLIS APPOINTS 
New ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE 

JVIrs. ~~Iichon Semon, a former grad~ 
nate assistant at the University of 
Maryland in College Park, has been 
appointed Artist-in-Residence for the 
Annapolis campus for 1971-72. 

A native of Portland, Oregon, Mrs. 
Semon lives in Laurel, Maryland. She 
received her B.A. degree in fine arts in 
1966 from the University of South 
Florida in Tampa, and her M.A. degree 
in fine arts in 1970 from the University 
of Maryland. 

In 1960 Mrs. Semon taught a sum
mer recreation program in the fine arts 
at an Episcopal summer camp in 
Florida, and in 1969 an adult recreation 
class for Prince Georges County in 
Maryland. 

In 1970-71 her exhibitions included 

paintings at T'yson's Corner, Virginia; 
a one-man show at St. John's; and a 
Master Thesis show at the University 
of Maryland. Her works have been 
in sales and rental galleries of the Bal
timore Museum of Art and the Cor
coran ~~Iuseum of Art in Washington, 
D.C. 

In 1965 she won second prize in the 
Advanced Art Student Competition at 
the University of South Florida, and 
third prize in 1966 at the Annual Side
walk Art Festival in Orlando. Her 
works were exhibited in the 1966 Area 
Show of University Teachers and 
Pupils in Clearwater, Florida, as well. 

SANTA FE RECEIVES GIFT FROM 
ARTHUR VINING DAVIS 
FouNDATION 

St. John's in Santa Fe has received a 
grant of $75,000 from the Arthur Vin
ing Davis Foundation of Miami, Flori
da. The contribution to the general 
support of the College will be made 
in three payments: $35,000 this year, 
$25,000 in 1972, and $15,000 in 1973. 



NEW APPLICATION PoLICY 

AT ST. JOHN'S 

The College recently adopted rad
ically new application procedures: it 
asks for no irrelevant information and 
requires no application fee. 

Admissions Director in Annapolis, 
Michael W. Ham, Class of 1961, stated 
in the announcement that "we admit 
persons, not collections of numbers and 
statistics. Therefore, we try to give the 
applicant a chance to tell us of his 
judgments and his values." 

All of the traditional but non-per
tinent requests-for the applicant's 
height, weight, age; for the names of 
the other colleges to which he has 
applied, and whether he was accepted 
or rejected; for the parents' name, oc~ 
cupations, college background-all are 
gone. 

Instead the applicant supplies no 
demographic data beyond his or her 
name, address, and telephone number. 
The rest of the application consists of 
answers to searching questions on the 
applicant's evaluation of his education, 
his non-school experience, his experi
ence with books, and his plans for his 
education and his life. 

Mr. Ham and Mr. Gerald F. Zollars, 
Class of 1965 and Admissions Director 
in Santa Fe, recently revised the entire 
application form. 

The College has also discontinued 
the application fee, the non-refundable, 
non-applicable charge of $10-25 that 
must accompany applications to almost 
every college in the United States. 

"There is no . reason/' added Mr. 
Ham, "why an applicant should have 
to pay in order to find out if he is 
acceptable as a student at St. John's. 
The six to ten pages of essay writing 
that are usually written in answering 
our questions-and I have seen appli
cations much longer-eliminate frivol
ous applications." 

St. John's will continue its policy of 
rolling admissions, in which an appli
cation is acted upon as soon as it is 
completed, and the applicant is noti
fied immediately of the decision. 

Mr. Paul D. Newland, Provost in 
Annapolis, noted that "students are 

admitted to St. John's on the basis of 
their own qualifications, not by com
parison with other applicants. There
fore, it would be unfair, and even 
pointless, not to admit them on a first
come, first-served basis." 

SANTA FE AssociATES 
VISIT SEMINARS 

Members of the Boards of Associates 
for St. John's in Santa Fe gather at the 
College from time to time to hear 
reports on its progress and to meet 
students, Tutors and officers. The As
sociates are friends of the College in 
Santa Fe, Los Alamos and Albuquer
que who help interpret St. John's to 
their communities. In September they 
were invited to have dinner in the 
student dining hall and visit seminars 
to see how they are conducted. 

In July the Associates met at the 
Peterson Student Center for dinner 
and to hear and see a report from 
President and Mrs. Weigle on their 
recent travels in Africa, Russia and 
England. Although not a fund-raising 
group, the Associates contributed 
nearly $500 to help pay Commence
ment Ball expenses as their gift to the 
senior class. Mr. A. J. Taylor is the 
chairman of the Santa Fe Associates, 
and he has been very active in efforts 
to help strengthen College-community 
relationships. 

MRS. NEIDORF PRESENTS 
CONCERT 

Mezzo-soprano Mary Neidorf and 
pianist Gillian McHugh presented a 
concert August 3rd in the Peterson 
Student Center at Santa Fe. Mrs. Nei
dorf is the wife of Robert Ncidorf, St. 
John's Tutor and director of the Grad
uate Institute in Liberal Education. 

Mrs. Ncidorf has sung in numerous 
oratorios, operas, and musical com
edies. Mrs. McHugh is a graduate of 
the Royal Academy of Music in Lon
don, England. She was three times 
winner of the Bach piano contests of 
Western England and various open 
piano competitions. She was a soloist 
last spring with the St .. John's College 
Chamber Orchestra. 

October l 971 

FIVE TUTORS JoiN 
SANTA FE FACULTY 

Five Tutors joined the Santa Fe Fac
ulty this fall, including one who trans
ferred from Annapolis-Mr. Aaron 
Kirschbaum. 

Mrs. Vida Chcsnulis Clift received 
her B.A. degree magna cum laude from 
Radcliffe, her M.A. degree from Berke
ley and her Ph.D. degree from Har
vard where she has taught English, 
composition and narrative fiction. 

Mrs. Carolyn Higgins Richards grad
uated summa cum laude from the Uni
versity of Colorado and won Phi Beta 
Kappa honors. She received her M.A. 
and Ph.D. degrees in history from 
Stanford University. She was an in
structor in the history of Western civil
ization at Brooklyn College and taught 
English and history at Santiago (Chile) 
College, where she also was an assistant 
to the Dean of Studies. 

Mr. Allan Pearson received an A.B. 
degree from Boston College and an 
A.M. degree from Boston University. 
He attended the University of Munich 
on a German government grant in 
1964-65. He taught German language 
and literature at Berkeley and was a 
lecturer in German language, literature 
and culture at the University of Cal
ifornia at Riverside. 

Mr. C. Donald Knight is a graduate 
of Baker University, Kansas, and he 
received his M.A. degree from the Uni
versity of Toronto (Canada) where he 
was a Teaching Fellow in moral philos
ophy and also participated in an ex
perimental high school. He was a Ful
bright Scholar at Annamalai University 
in India. 

TUTOR NAMED VICE PRESIDENT 
AT SAINT MARY'S 

Mr. Thomas J. Slakey resigned as 
Tutor at St. John's in Santa Fe this 
summer to accept an appointment as 
academic vice president of Saint Mary's 
College of California. A magna cum 
laude graduate of Saint Mary's in 1952, 
Mr. Slakcy was affiliated with St. John's 
for eleven years, joining the faculty in 
Annapolis in 19 59 and moving to . the 
·new campus at Santa Fe in 1964. 
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Annapolis Tutor Robert L. Spaeth (left) is interviewed by Paul F. Rhetts, Producer, Public 
Affairs, Maryland Center for Public Broadcasting, on a television program, "Crosstalk," which was 
broadcast on Channels 67 and 28. 

TUTOR CHOSEN 
OUTSTANDING EDUCATOR 

Robert L. Spaeth, a Tutor in An
napolis, has been chosen an Outstand
ing Educator of America for 1971. 
Nominated earlier this year, he was 
selected for the honor on the basis of 
his civic and professional achievements. 

Outstanding· Educators of America 
is an annual awards program honoring 
distinguishcd.men and women for their 
exceptional service, achievements, and 
leadership in the fi'ld of education. 
Annapolis Dean Robert A. Goldwin 
was named an Outstanding Educator 
in 1970. 

Newspaper accounts of Mr. Spaeth's 
honor led to a television interview on 
"Crosstalk," a program designed espe~ 
cially for educators who have interest
ing sidelights. A conversation with Mr. 
Spaeth covering St. John's College in 
detail was broadcast three times in 
September on Channel 67, WMPB, 
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in the Baltin1ore area, and on Channel 
28, WCPB, on Maryland's Eastern 
Shore. 

A member of the College Faculty 
since 1963, Mr. Spaeth served as an 
Assistant Dean from 1966 to 1971. He 
was Director of the Summer Program 
in Annapolis in 1969 and 1970. 

In 1969 Mr. Spaeth was elected an 
alderman from the Third Ward of the 
City of Annapolis, and in 1970 he was 
elected to the Anne Arundel County 
Democratic State Central Committee. 
He is a member of the City-County 
Joint Committee on the Property Tax 
Differential and a Commissioner on 
the Urban Renewal Authority. He is 
chairman of the Housing Committee 
of the City Council. Last summer he 
was at the Urban Institute in Wash
ington, D.C., doing research on the 
economic impact of airport noise. 

The Tutor is a native of St. Cloud, 
Minnesota, and a s·umma cum laude 
graduate of St. John's University in 

Minnesota in 1959. Upon his grad
uation he received fellowships from 
the Danforth, National Science, and 
Woodrow Wilson Foundations. 

He is married to the former Eliza
beth Stoltz of Minnesota and they 
have five children. 

Nominations for the Outstanding 
Educators of America awards program 
arc made by officials of colleges and 
universities including presidents, deans, 
and other faculty members. Guide
lines for the selection include an edu
cator's talents in the classroom, con
tribtJ.tions to research, administrative 
abilities, civic se1vice, and professional 
recognition. 

THREE FULL SCHOLARSHIPS 
AWARDED TO FRESHMEN OF 
INDIAN AND HISPANIC DESCENT 

St. John's in Santa Fe awarded three 
full scholarships funded by the Noyes 
Foundation to freshmen of American 
Indian and Hispanic descent: Anna 
Dean Arcvalos, Fowler, Colorado; 
Ernest A. Torres, Farmington, New 
Mexico; and Cynthia E. Williams of 
Santa Fe. 

This is the first year these scholar
ships have been available. They cover 
full tuition, room and board fees, and 
a campus job. 

INDIAN LEADERS ADDRESS 
MoNTHLY MEETINGS 
AT SANTA FE 

The monthly series of dinner meet
ings in Santa Fe called "The Indian 
Table" has lined up a full schedule of 
speakers on politics, education and the 
arts for 1971-72. They include, among 
others, Governor Robert Lewis of the 
Zuni Pueblo, Chairman Benny Atencio 
of the All-Indian Pueblo Council, and 
Fritz Scholder, well-known artist. At
tendance is by invitation and around 30 
townspeople, students and Tutors 
regularly participate in the lectures and 
discussions to be held on the third 
Tuesday of each month during the 
school year, except for December and 
March. 



ALUMNI ACTIVITIES 
PROFILE 

In the year in which St. John's cele
brates the founding of King William's 
School, it seems appropriate that we 
publish the profile of an alumnus who 
is vitally concerned with matters of his
torical record. In so doing we are also 
featuring the first pre-1937 graduate to 
appear in this series. 

Gust Skordas was born in Washing
ton, D.C., was raised in Virginia, and 
moved to Annapolis in 1928. Two years 
later, after graduation from Annapolis 
High School, he entered St. John's 
College. Mr. Skordas majored in eco
nomics, and received his B.A. degree 
in 1934. In a recent interview he spoke 
fondly of Greek classes with John 
Kieffer, freshman English with the late 
Richard Scofield, and English with 
Ford K. Brown. 

While at St. John's Mr. Skordas was 
historian of the Varsity Club for one 
year, which was as long as the Club 
lasted, he recalls. He was quarterback 
of the football team for two years, and 
lettered in basketball his senior year. 
The 1934 Rat-Tat alleges that he was 
the best passer on the football team 
his junior year; frmn the accounts of 
the 1933 season, he must also have 
been a great running back. 

Upon graduation Mr. Skordas per
formed a variety of j'odd jobs" until he 
went to work for the Maryland Hall 
of Records on August 2, 1937. He 
started as a general research assistant, 
and four years later was promoted to 
assistant archivist. 

The Hall of Records, under the 
supervision of the Hall of Records 
Commission, is administered by the 
State Archivist. It is charged by the 
General Assembly with being the re
pository of non-current documents and 
records of Maryland State agencies, 
cities, towns, and counties. For exam-

Maryland's Governor Marvin M~mdel and St. John's President Richard D. Weigle examine 
the King WilliaU1's School Charter which is exhibited in the Maryland Hall of Records on the 
campus in Annapolis. Standing, left to right, are Profile subject Gust Skordas '34, assistant 
archivist of Maryland; Mrs. P. James Underwood of Historic Annapolis, Inc., in a costume 
of the period; and Paul D. Newland, Provost of the Annapolis campus. 

ple, courthouse records which were 
created before April 28, 1788, the date 
on which Maryland ratified the Fed
eral Constitution, must by law be 
deposited in the Hall of Records. As a 
matter of interest to alumni, a number 
of historic documents of the College 
are also stored there. 

Gust Skordas, Assistant Archivist of 
Maryland, has been a Fellow of the 
American Society of Archivists since 
1959, and was among the first mem
bers to gain that status. (Only ten per
cent of the membership is elected to 

fellowships.) 
A contributor to a number of pro~ 

fessional journals, Mr. Skordas is the 
editor of The Early Settlers of Mart 
land, Genealogical Com
pany, Baltimore, 1968. In au•uaw••> 
has co-edited or contributed ""·""""'" ' 
eleven publications of the 
Records Commission. 

Mr. Skordas is married toth<efj)\(}" 
Anita Parkinson of 
have a son, Ralph, 
ifornia, and who is the 
two grandchildren. 
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ALUMNI ANNUAL GIVING 

Perhaps by the time this is published, the final report 
on Alumni Annual Giving will be in print; that depends 
in large part on how soon we complete Homecoming plan
ning. To cover any eventuality, therefore, we herewith pre
sent a brief summary report. 

agents, and telephone volunteers who made this year's 
results possible. We at the College are most grateful for 
their help. 

For .comparison, we present the results of the last four 
campmgns: 

1967-68 1968-69 1969-70 1970-71 
---· ·----

Unrestricted Gifts $14,390 $21,200 $26,139 $30,483 

P crcen t Response 13.1% 22.5% 29.2% 30.5% 
Alumni Donors 363 629 828 883 

The 1970-71 Campaign was simply the best ever. While 
the figures themselves are significant, they become more 
important in light of the economic situation which has 
existed in this country for the past several years. Our 
alumni obviously have not been dissuaded from supporting 
their College. 

King William Associates 83 87 99 

Highest praise must certainly go to the Campaign 
Chairman Jack Ladd Carr and the class captains, volunteer 

(The designation "King William Associates" was first ap· 
plied to donors of unrestricted gifts of $100 or more dur
ing the 1968-69 Campaign.) 

ALUMNI DELEGATES 

From September, 1970, through 
May, 1971, the following alumni gra
ciously represented the College on the 
occasions indicated: 

H. Willard Stern '43, at the inaugu
ration of Nathan W ciss as president of 
Newark State University; Stephen 
Benedict '47, the inauguration of Harris 
Wofford as president of Bryn Mawr 
College; Jolm D. Oosterlwut '51, the 
convocation in observance of the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of the found
ing of Montgomery College (Mary
land); Dr. Robert L. Burwell, Jr. '32, 
the inauguration of Merlyn Winfield 
Northfelt as president of Garrett The
ological Seminary (Illinois); James M. 
Green, Jr. '60, the fiftieth anniversary 
convocation and inauguration of Al
fonsc Ralph Miele as president of The 
College of St. Rose (New York); and 
William M. Davis '63, the installation 
of John Robert Silber as president of 
Boston University. 

CLASS NOTES 
1921 

A call from 'Vi11iam I-I. Y. Knighton in
forms us that the Golden Anniversaty Class 
is planning a class reunion at Homecoming 
time. A vety fine turn-out is expected for a 
reunion dinner at the Stafford Hotel in Balti
more on Friday, October 15th. (A detailed re
port will appear in the December issue.) 
The group plans then to come to Annapolis 
for the various activities on Saturday. 

1927 
Louis D. Clark writes that his brother, Henry 

B. Clark, has retired after 4 3 years of service 
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with the Chesapeake and Potomac Telephone 
Co. According to his brother, the newly-re
tired Mr. Clark will devote his time to such 
interests as travel, golf, and bridge. As a 
matter of additional interest in this anniversary 
year, the Clarks' sixth-great-grandfather, Colonel 
Edward Dorsey, was one of the original trustees 
of King \Villiam's School. 

1931 
James D. Morris's son Jim, whose career with 

the Metropolitan Opera Company shows 
promise of stardom, is scheduled to give a 
concert at \Vashington College, Chestertown, 
J'vlaryhmd, on next April 4th. 

1935 
Mmyland Governor Marvin Mandel recently 

appointed John C. Donohue as chairman of the 
Board of Election Supervisors of Baltimore 
City. 

1945 
\Ve have just learned that Kenneth G. 

Gehret is education editor of the Christian 
Science I\1onitor. 

The Rev. Christian A. IIovde may be a 
bishop by the time this issue appears. An 
early summer convention to elect a suffragan 
bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Chicago 
resulted in a three-way deadlock, with Father 
Hovde one of the nominees. Another election 
was to be held in October in an effort to break 
the deadlock. Father Hovde is director of 
the Bishop Anderson House in Chicago. 

John D. Mack this summer left his position 
as executive vice president of Cbirol Company 
to join The Gillette Company as group vice 
president of Gillette North America, 

1947 
Richard S. Harris continues his insightful 

probing of the many facets of the Federal gov
ernment in a series on political campaign spend
ing in The New Yorker. 

1948 
Peter J. Davies has returned to the United 

States after many years abroad with USAID. 

He i:> now Deputy Director, Office of Popu
lation and Civic Development, Bureau for 
L8tin America, ALD., U. S. Department 
of State, in Washington, D. C. Mr. Davies 
makes his home in Riverdale, New York. 

Alan S. Maremont is now the Executive 
Director of the Mid-Peninsula Coalition Hous
ing Fund, with offices in Palo Alto, California. 

Jules Pagano is now a professor of sociology 
at Florida Internatimml University in Miami. 

Another Pagano, LeRoy E., until recently 
professor of management and department 
chairman at Federal City College in Wash
ington, ha::; moved to the Department of In
dustrial Engineering at Newark College of 
Engineering. 

1950 
Last spring the World Research Institute at 

Villanova University, John J. Logue, director, 
was the site of a three-day "Fate of the Oceans" 
Conference. Ecology, Seabed Authority, and 
Ocean Wealth were the major topics for dis
cussion by an international panel of students, 
scientists, civic leaders, diplomats, and pro
fessors. 

1951 
A recent visitor to the Annapolis campus 

\vas Richard J. Batt, in town to do some re
search for his doctoral dissertation on American 
Revolutionary History. Mr. Batt received an 
LL.B. degree from Tulane University in 1954, 
and was in the private practice of law until 
1968. He entered Tvlane1s graduate school 
in 1967, and has taught there and at New
comb College, Tulane's Women's College, since 
1970. 

L. Donald Koontz writes that he saw John 
Franke, Jr., in Detroit at the annual meeting 
of the National Education Association. Mr. 
Franke teaches in St. Petersburg, F1orida, and 
is a member of the NEA Resolutions Commit
tee. Mr. Koontz, president of the Cherry Creek 
(Colorado) Teacher's Association, also leads a 
Great Books discussion group in his spare time. 

1952 
Vlilliam D. Grimes has accepted a two-year 

assignment to London as representative to the 
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United Kingdom for the U. S. Naval Ordnance 
I ,a bora tory at White Oak, Silver Spring, Mary
land. '11le 22nd staff member to hold this 
position since 1941, Mr. Grimes's major role 
is to provide for a ready exchange between 
British and American nava1 ordnance research 
and development activities. Mrs. Grimes 
(Diane), son Bill, and daughters Corky and 
Lauralce \Vill accompany Mr. Grimes. 

1955 
Classmates and friends of Elisabeth M. 

Chiem will be pleased to know that on August 
25th she successfully passed oral examination 
on her senior essay, "The Concept of Property 
in Karl Marx", and thus completed all_ re
quirements for the degree of Bachelor of Arts 
from St. John's College. 

1956 
Pasquale L. Polillo and his vvife Sandi 

adopted a baby girl, Liza Sloane, this past 
spring. About the same time Mr. Polillo was 
elected chairman of the California Assocjatctl 
Press Television-Radio Association. He has 
just completed his first year as News Director 
of KGO-TV in San Francisco. 

1962 
Wlilliam R Salisbury, Attorney-Adviser in 

the Office of the Legal Adviser, Department of 
State, was recently promoted to Classs 5 in 
the Foreign Service. He is married to the 
fanner S. Diane Curns of Detroit. 

1964 
Mary (Biggar) J\1ain is co-author, with T. 

Berry Brazelton, M.D., of an article in the 
September issue of Rcdbook. Entitled "Arc 
There Too Many Sights and Sountls in Yonr 
Baby's World?", the article concerns the effects 
of various external stimuli on infants. 

John F. White has joined the Annapolis 
facnlty this year. Since graduation from St. 
John's he has earned a M.A. degree from. the 
New School for Social Research and IS a 
doctoral candidate. 

1965 
Jan F. Rlits joined. the faculty in Colby 

College in July as an instructor in the depart
ment of government. Mr. Blits has taught at 
the Cathedral School_ in New York City and 
the American International School in Zurich, 
Switzerland. He earned a M.A. degree at the 
New School for Social Research, and during 
this past summer has been studying under 
a National Science Foundation Fellowship. 

1966 
George F. Kramer (SF) rcceived'his Juris 

Doctor degree in June from the University of 
New Mexico Law School. 

July lst brought a visit from Marine Captain 
Peter S. Morosoff. He was on his \vay from 
Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, to Ft. SiB, 
Oklahoma, \Vherc he will undergo advanced 
artil'cry training for about nine months. 

1968 
After leaving St. John's, John L. Bergman 

graduated from the State University of New 
York, and is no\v studying for a doctor's de
gree in the history of science at The Johns 
IIopkins Universi-ty. 

John McCaflery (SF) has joined the Holy 
Order of Mans in Chicago. l'ather McCaffery 
writes that he is grateful for the \VOrk he did 
at St. John's in Santa Fe. 

Just after the last issue went to press \ve 
received an excellent letter from C. Kerry 
Nemovicller. He writes that St. John's is much 
on his mind as he pursues his duties as a 
second lieutenant in the Israeli Army. Lt. 
Nemovichcr is now married to a native-born 
Israeli, Miss IIadassah Ben Sasson, a graduate 
of the University of Tel Aviv \vith majors in 
history and Bible. 

The class of 1968 did well with letters this 
summer; early July brought one from George 
\V. Partlow, yvith the Peace Corps in Jamaica. 
He has been \Vorking in a joint nniversity
government project to up-grade mathematics 
teaching in primRry schools on the ishmd, and 
has just extended for a third year. His address 
is c/o Peace Corps, P.O.B. 107, Kingston, 
Jamaica, \V.I. 

Amelia Ruth (Hummel) Rarick graduated 
in June from TI:c George _\Vashingt~n U,ni
yersity, with spccml honors m economiCS. She 
has held t11e position of summer research as
sistant \Vith the International Bank for Rc
constmction and Development, and has been 
awardee'~ a Virginia State Library Fellowship 
for study at the University of Maryland library 
schooL 

Sarah (Braddock) WI cstrick has been accepted 
this £811 as a student at Ursinus College. 

1969 

Philip G. Holt and Miss Meredith Morgan 
of Austin, Texas, were married on August 23rd. 
-Mr. Holt \Vill pursue his classical studies at 
St:mford University this fa11, after what he 
terms "a very good decompression period after 
St. John's" at the University of Texas. 

October 1971 

HOMECOMING OcTOBER 15-16 
Since a detailed Homecoming sched

ule was mailed about the time this 
went to press, we will not repeat it 
here. The July issue listed the 275th 
Anniversary Celebration events, to 
which all alumni are cordially invited. 
Of special interest will he a paper by 
Jacob Klein, about the St. John's 
Seminar1 to be presented Friday after
noon. A panel discussion will follow. 

Alumni activities that week-end will 
include an informal party Friday night; 
alumni seminars and a graduate school 
discussion for students on Saturday 
morning; the Annual JVIeeting in the 
afternoon; the Alumni Reception and 
Dinner; and informal parties Saturday 
night. Make your plans now to join 
us in Annapolis. 

1970 
A postcarc'l note from Jolin R. Dean, sent 

from r..llunich, Germany, informs us that he 
spent the summer in Bavaria_ learning Ge~man, 
climbing the Alps, and tcstmg the quahty ?f 
German beer. The language study was m 
connection \vith his doctoral \vork at the Uni
versity of l\llassachusetts, the other two activities 
purely for enjoyment. 

Stephen J. Forman, now in hi~ sec_ond year 
at the University of Southern Cahforma School 
of l\lfedicinc, writes that he was elected presi
dent of the student body of the school last 
spring. He comments that while the first year 
of medical school may be harder for a St. 
John's graduate because of the ~uantity ~f 
the information he must absorb, his academ1c 
background is a distinct atlvantagc. 

In Memoriam 
1912-Dr. Mark Ziegler, Olney, Mel .• July 

24, 197!. 

191 ~-Asa \Villard Joyce, Millersville, 
Mel .• July 30, 1971. 

1916-Hiram F. Plummer, Jr., Baltimore, 
Mel., July 6, 197!. 

1921-Gcorge B. Woelfel, Sr., Annapolis, 
Md., July 22, 1971. 

1922-W. Beaton Connolly, Baltimore, 
Md., June 30, 1971. 

1923-Gen. \Villiam C. Pnrnc11, Linthi
cum, Md., June 23, 1971. 

1931-IIorace H. Snow, Jr., Truro, Mass., 
July 2!, 1971. 

1934-W. Thetford LeViness, Santa Fe, 
N. M., September 9, 1971. 

1935-John H. Von Dree1e III, Annapolis, 
Mel., June 18, 1971. 

1953-Bemard H. Ude1, Vi/ashington, 
D. C., July 12, 197!. 

1970-Susan Una Schnurr, New York City, 
!968. 
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Friends of St. John's College and the Santa Fe Opera enjoy the "Summer Celebration" honoring the College's 275th 
anniversary and the Opera's world premiere performance of "Yerma" by Villa-Lobos. 

The College 
St. John's College 

Annapolis, Maryland 21404 
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