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From the Editors: 
We editors at the Gadfly would like to 

formally apologize to Mr. Sonheim for 
misattributing his article"WhateverYou 
Would Like" to Mr. Miura. We will accept 
public flagellation as our punishment, 
if Mr. Sonheim so desires. It was a lovely 
piece, and we regret our oversight. We 
would like to remind our readers that 
most mistakes are made by the Gadfly 
Team, but some, in rare instances, are 
made by the lizard people that reside in 
the office. 
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"Give me your tired, your poor, 
Your huddled masses, yearning to breathe free" 

Kevin Lam N 18 

l am concerned about Trump's policies 
against immigrants and refugees. His 

executive order barring refugees from set
tling in America cuts especially deep into 
my heart, for their struggles remind me of 
my family. 

My great-grandparents' and 
grandparents' generations left China for 
Vietnam around the time of the Second 
World War. My parents' generation is 
also all immigrants and refugees; they 
fled Vietnam, the country of their birth, 
after the Vietnam War for a better life in 
America. History calls them the "boat 
people:' Countless refugees crammed into 
tiny fishing boats to flee Vietnam. They 
were subjected to storms, disease, starva
tion, and pirates. It is unknown how many 
people perished during those difficult 
times. When you see pictures of that time 
in history and look at refugees packed into 
unseaworthy boats on the Mediterranean 
today, there is no difference between 
them. They are all people suffering from 
forces outside their control who nonethe
less have hope for a better life, especially 
for their children. The spirit of refugees 
represents the core of our humanity, for 
we are all people fighting against the slings 
and arrows of the world and perpetually 
striving for a better life. Ignoring refugees 
would make us inhuman. 

My father spent two years in 
refugee camps before coming to America. 
My mother attempted to flee, but she was 
arrested by the communists and impris
oned for several months until her family 
could bribe the prison guards. During this 
time, my parents were around my age. It is 
surreal to imagine when I compare what 
my parents were doing in their early 20s 
and what I am doing in my early 20s. 
When I see refugees on the news, I see 
my family, and America cannot abandon 
these people. I believe our country is the 
Shining City upon the Hill, where the 
people of the world come to prosper to
gether. Yes, the progress of our nation has 
not been linear, for our history is stained 
with injustices, but we cannot allow this 
executive order to be another stain. Our 
Statue of Liberty is a symbol that stands as 
a beacon of freedom and opprotunity to 

the world. There is a plaque of Emma 
Lazarus' sonnet, The New Colossus, which 
is mounted on the Statue of Liberty. The 
famous lines of the sonnet are: 
" ... Give me your tired, your poor, 
Your huddled mass-
es yearning to breathe free, 
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. 
Send these, the home-
less, tempest -tossed to me, 
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!" 

These lines resonates so deeply 
within me, and represents the American 
ideal: a country open to all people, where we 
are all equal and have the freedom to pursue 
our own happiness. 

Recess during my early elementary 
school days, which I often reminisce about, 
is a microcosm of what America represents. 
I was a small chubby kid who would call dibs 
on being goalie because I did not want to run 
when my friends and I would play soccer. 
Recess was a beautiful time for me, and I 
spent many hours playing with my friends. 
We were the children of the world. Many of 
us came from immigrant families, and we 
were all of different races, colors, and creeds. 
Despite our differences, we were all able to 
play together, and our parents had the same 
aspirations for us: to have a better life than 
them. This is my dream for America from 
sea to shining sea, where a diversity of people 
can live, work, and are happy together. I have 
a moral obligation to dedicate my life to 
bring this dream into fruition. 

I ask you to believe and to have 
faith in the human spirit, which still shines 
through America even during these dark 
times, when xenophobia and the blatant dis
regard for the truth seem to have the day. We 
cannot recede ourselves to cynicism and to 
merely complain in our own echo chambers, 
for all of that amounts to nothing more than 
inaction and public silence. Our inaction 
and public silence is not only condoning but 
advocating for injustice. 

I call on my fellow Johnnies to rise 
up and break our self-imposed shackles of 
cynicism. As you are reading this, our fellow 
students are organizing to make their voices 
heard. Join them. Start your own initiatives. 
We must fight for not only a better America 
but a better world for all. + 
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The United States Abhors a Vacuum 

Ripley Stroud A'l7 

Atopic that consistently comes up over the course of the Program is 
that of "cause and effect': Any input must have a corresponding out

put, and it is up to students to discover the relationship of these two things. 
While this correlation mostly presents itself within the physical world, it 
would be a mistake to think that it exclusively occurs there. Parts make 
up a whole, and that whole is composed of all sorts of fields where this 
is pertinent: e.g., interpersonal relationships, axiomatic mathematics, and 
political systems. 

It has not been so long since Trump put the immigration ban into mo
tion, and the quick, passionate backlash has been a stunning demonstra
tion of a multigenerational desire to protect our democracy and the cul
ture of the United States. It is a moving display of how many Americans 
believe that our country is not only one that ought to be invested in help
ing those who need it, but also one with a fundamental creed that any 
citizen of Earth should be able to be a part of. The desire to stand against 
the ban is one that is honorable and just, and one that is necessarily nested 
in a plethora of social issues. 

Let this be said: the immigration ban is a movement that is rooted in 
fear, rather than a desire to protect. It is a fear that is rooted in the mental 
dehumanization of a people and a religion to a symbol of war and terror
ism, a dehumanization that lies in direct contrast to a foundational article 
that bars the ability to "prohibit the free exercise" of religion. It is not ethi
cal, and the place from where it stems is a scary one. I believe that people 
are right to point this out and take action against it, but I would like to 
draw attention to another angle of this predicament. 

International relations and foreign policy in general are subjects that 
ought to be at the top of the President's agenda. The United States is too 
large and influential of a nation to put these issues behind purely domestic 
ones. In researching all of the different possible candidates at the begin
ning of this election cycle, I was dismayed by how few candidates appeared 
to have a solid statement of what their mode of interaction with the rest of 
the world would be. As important as social issues may be, I was also aware 
of the importance of foreign policy and did not know where it seemed 
to have disappeared to. I saw a video this past October that compared 
Clinton and Trump, bewailing all of the bad things that Trump had said, 
done, or promised thus far. Of the 30-something things mentioned, the 
vast majority were uncouth statements - perhaps only two were ones that 
involved his plans for engaging with the world. 

What I want to emphasize is that this immigration ban is not only social
ly disgraceful, but dangerous as a means of interacting with our neighbors, 
allies, and enemies. The United States does not exist in a vacuum, and 
while social policy may impact us domestically, it also has an enormous 
impact on 1) trade with other countries, 2) the maintenance of positive 
and respectful relationships, and 3) the way other countries view us in 
the world arena. How will our access to resources in the Middle East be 
altered by this national statement of hatred and fear of Islam? How can 
we be willing to jeopardize an already tense relationship by making a mo
tion such as this? How can we stand to be publicly mocked by most other 
countries across the world? 

If we want our country to have values that do not discriminate against 
those in need, we need to keep that in mind not only domestically, but 
also internationally. If freedom and diversity are at the cornerstone of 
our democracy, we need to demonstrate that both among our citizens, 
and also to other countries. President Trump, INC. runs on the attention 
gained from saying off-color and ugly statements, ones that distract from 
the drastic shift in the logistical movements of this country - this is clear 
enough from the quiet appointment of Bannon happening while we were 
yelling in airports. We must continue to make our voices heard, but also 
keep an eye out for the world-wide ripples a ban like this would have. We 
must not advertise fear within the homeland, nor abroad. 

We are citizens of the land of the brave, not the fearful + 
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II __ B_e_n _H_a_as_A_n_s_w_er_s_ll 
On Hangovers the Prevention and Cure 

Thereof 
I went to a party last night, and when I woke up this 

morning I realized I'd had a little (OK, a lot) too much to 
drink. What can I do to prevent this morning-after agony 
(or at least how can I mitigate it after the fact)? 

So, this is an incredibly broad question, the entire answer 
to which is going to boil down to me saying "Take care of 
yourself, (insert name here)!" to the entire campus. This 
probably won't be a terribly amusing column, but it will be 
useful, so let's begin! 

The amount alcohol affects any given person varies im
mensely, but there are certain factors that are close enough 
to universal that I can recommend some things easily. First 
off, before you start drinking: 

Eat a solid meal, if possible; one with protein and some 
good carbs (vegetables, whole grains, fruit, beans). Having 
food in your stomach absorbs some of the alcohol. 

Consider setting a limit for yourself so that your drunk 
self can say"I said I could have ... seven drinks tonight, and 
this is my seventh. I guess I should stop!"This may not work 
for everyone, but you may as well try. 

I'm setting my paragraph about water by itself, because 
water is incredibly important all of the time: 

Make sure you've been drinking water throughout the 
day -- about a gallon a day is good, spread out over the 
entire day. If you chug a quart all at once, your body isn't 
going to process it nearly as well and you'll end up losing 
most of it. Hydration is always important, let's be clear, 
but it's especially so when you're taking in alcohol; alcohol 
basically makes your kidneys try to get rid of all the water 
in your body via your bladder, so it's good to keep those 
water levels up. 

While you're drinking, everything stills goes: chips, bread, 
meat, and cheese are always good. At the very least, for 
every two drinks you have, drink a cup of water, and try to 
keep track of what you've had. Losing track, believe me, 
leads to the next section of today's special: regurgitation! 
This will happen sometimes, and it's generally not a big 
deal if you treat it right. Drinking too much too fast makes 
your stomach revolt and try to remove the poison you've 
just poured into it. For the sake of your hosts and com
mon decency, try your absolute best to get to a bathroom 
before that happens. Though if you do get sick, you're go
ing to lose a lot of fluids. Drink some more water, or (better 
yet!) some Gatorade. Lie down, keeping a trash can near 
you, and don't sleep on your back, just in case you do get 
sick again. 

As to the morning after, I've heard the phrase"hair of the 
dog" being thrown around recently, and I want to be very 
clear here: it doesn't work. Drinking more may make you 
feel better briefly, but it's just pushing off the inevitable 
pain. Drink water, eat bland foods (toast is always good) 
and take it easy. Lie down, listen to some chill music, and 
think about this feeling next time you want to drink. Essen
tially, take care of yourself, St. John's! I love you all. + 
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A Response to President Roosevelt 
Kira Anderson A'18 ----------------------------------

"Students in these [traditional] 
schools do not need to go places 
they do not want to go or have 
not already been. They can stay in 
their comfort zone. Increasingly, 
even within that zone, they can 
take courses they have handpicked 
from professors with whom they 
are already comfortable. And even 
in those courses - just in case 
students might still be caught off 
guard - many schools now offer 
what are called "trigger warnings" 
to alert students ahead of time to 
something in a reading that might 
make them uncomfortable. Do not 
mistake me, I am not mocking this 
path. I understand it. But I do not 
think it is a brave way to pursue 
an education nor an intellectu
ally curious one. I think it begins 
from a place of woundedness, not 
strength, and it maintains that 
woundedness rather than seeking 
to overcome it." 
-President Roosevelt, Convocation 
2017 

Trigger warning: sexual assault, 
rape 

There are a lot of statistics 
regarding the rape and assault 

of women. According to a study 
conducted by the CDC in 2011, 
19.3% (approximately [gl) of women 
are raped in their lifetimes; and 
according to ptsd.va.gov, "among 
women who were raped ... almost 
all ( 94 out of 100) women experi
enced [PTSD symptoms] during 
the two weeks immediately follow
ing the rape:' These statistics are 
in fact universal and apply even 
to our own polity, although it may 
look as though St. John's is a haven 
according to the Public Safety 
crime statistics. How, then, might 
we get a more accurate count? 

Have you ever wondered why 
the sexual assault policy changes 
so often? There have been three 
changes in the past five years 
alone, each of which the polity 
signed off on. The additions may 
seem frivolous or strange, but the 
last few times changes have been 
made to the policy, it has been 
because of one of these unsuc-

cessful cases. The cases of these victims, 
however, did not fall under the jurisdiction 
of the policy at the time, so these victims 
received a consolation prize: the promise 
that at least it wouldn't happen to the next 
girl. The school learns from its mistakes at 
the cost its of students and only even those 
students who can report their assault. 
Note that these numbers are based on the 
number of assault victims that I personally 
know; imagine how many more have been 
silenced by our administration and their 
after-the-fact legislation. 

You are protected because someone else 
on campus was not. 

Consider the rapists among you who 
don't see themselves as such because what 
they did didn't fall within the boundaries 
of the then-and-still spotty policy. More 
importantly, think about the victims who 
live in a college atmosphere where their 
assault will protect other people, but they 
cannot talk about it openly because of 
the administration. Further, these victims 
must struggle with their mental illness and 
PTSD everyday in a college atmosphere 
that disregards and disrespects them. 
Soldiers join the military voluntarily; they 
offer their lives up to protect the lives of 
their polity. No student attends college 
under the same sort of oath. If students 
are suffering the same mental illnesses as 
soldiers, it is because the school has failed 
them. These survivors are left alone. Who 
will believe them when the school doesn't? 

In President Roosevelt's address to the 
incoming class, he states that the need for 
trigger warnings comes from a place of 
"woundedness:' He states that he "under
stands" what causes people to need trigger 
warnings, but he thinks that is it does not 
come from a place of "strength:' Appar
ently, however, President Roosevelt does 
not at all understand what happens at 
his school. In contrasting 'strength' with 
'woundedness: the President of our cam
puses provides an easy comparison: being 
wounded is being weak. 

The rape survivors on campus that I 
know are anything but weak. They struggle 
to come to terms with what happened to 
them, particularly in an environment that 
they openly call unsafe. I personally know 
of three people failed by the administra
tion's ex post facto legislation, and those 
women are the strongest people that I 
know. Each one of them, however, has had 
to step out of a class at some point because 
their classmates, in the heat of discussion, 
questioned what classified a rape or what 

made someone a rapist. We read 
many books on the Program which 
discuss rape: Phedre, Don Giovan
ni, The Canterbury Tales, Paradiso, 
and the Bible to name a few. We 
then expect women who have been 
told by their college that their rape 
'didn't count' to read these books 
with no issue. If your classmates 
wish to argue what defines a rape 
when the school's administration 
itself doesn't believe you, the least 
we can do is provide warning. If 
the President wants his students 
to work from a place of 'strength; 
he should provide the regulation 
to prevent and punish rape on our 
campus and the mental health sup
port to assist survivors. He should 
not disparage the very idea of 
adapting the Program to those he 
has already failed. There is noth
ing weak in leaving a conversation 
or asking for a content warning. 
There is strength in taking care of 
oneself. 

It seems quite evident that one 
of two things were necessary to 
allow this part of President Roo
sevelt's speech: either he did not 
understand the purpose of trigger 
warnings, or he did not know what 
happens every year on the campus 
that he now runs. Either way, his 
ignorance is not an excuse, and 
it is important to tell the silenced 
women on campus, and anyone 
else who needs trigger warn-
ings, that it is not weak to ask for 
warning when classmates will not 
consider their words during dis
cussions they cannot understand. 
If Mr. Roosevelt already fails to 
understand his student body, he is 
upholding a proud St. John's tradi
tion. Although he may not believe 
it, you are strong. 

If you wish to talk to me about 
something that has happened to 
you, or you wish to discuss this 
piece, please email me at my stu
dent email: kranderson@sjc.edu. 
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The Women's March on Washington 
Mary Kate Eckles A'l6 ---------------------------------

I t is impossible to talk about any 
aspect of the Women's March on 

Washington without talking about 
its size. I have never been a part of a 
crowd of so many people packed in 
so closely together and will prob
ably never be again. My group and I 
were at Independence and 4th street 
with a solid DC block of people in 
front of us, two blocks to our right, 
a block and the National Mall to our 
left and 11 blocks back. We filled 
the marching route hours before 
the march even happened. All those 
pictures all over the internet of the 
packed National Mall were actually 
pictures of the overflow, the starting 
point on the march was one street 
over. When we first arrived around 
8:30 the crowd was elbow to elbow, 
by 9:30 we were shoulder to shoul
der. As a fairly tall individual, I could 
see about 30 feet in every direction 
which included a good view of a 
screen on the stage. My more petite 
friends could only see shoulders and 
signs. 

Our day started earlier than 
this. I woke up at 5:30 am so I could 
be on the road to my friends' house 
in College park (a fellow alumna and 
her roommate) by 6 am. None of us 
are particularly early risers, so we 
moved slow and finally got to Green
belt Metro station at 7 am. That's 
when things got exciting. It was 
jam packed. There were three buses 
unloading women in statue of liberty 
hats in the parking lot and lines for 
all the metro card machines. I could 
already see veteran protesters all 
around with their professional signs, 
and groups of teenage girls with their 
sharpie and cardboard signs and 
other homemade gear, obviously go
ing to their first protest. 

The pink pussy hats were 
ubiquitous. They were interest-
ingly diverse as the crowd, obviously 
bought and/or made in all corners 
of the country. They varied in shades 

and pinks and rogue colors and in material. 
It was incredible to see beautiful and vener
able grandes dames in their very expensive 
wool coats in hot pink knit hats. It was 
disheartening to little girls in cat hats they 
obviously already owned but had now taken 
on a new meaning due to HIS grossness. The 
DC mayor had one on during her firebrand 
speech calling for Congress to leave her city 
alone. 

Walking from rEnfant Plaza to the 
Mall was a giddy experience. Random cheer
ing started as soon as we got into DC, from 
the out of state bus groups cheering their 
successful mastery of the metro, I assume. 
Weeks of waiting had finally come to fruition. 
I first signed up for the Women's March when 
it was just a Facebook page and I hoped and 
dreamed that the number of RSVP's online 
would turn into real people. It was a giddiness 
like the midnight premier of the last Harry 
Potter movie. It grew as we were directed to 
walk up the mall still adorned with all the fix
ing of the inauguration. 

That joy turned into a more somber 
resolve once we took our place in the crowd. 
We stood and admired the many signs. Some 
of my personal favorite were "Fighting Ab
solute Power Since 1776" or "Et Tu Electoral 
College?" or "The System Is Not Broken, It 
Was Built This Way" or finally just "No': Most 
appropriate was the 'Tm With Her" signs 
with arrows pointed in every direction. The 
crowd was about 2/3 female by my approxi
mation, so the arrows were truly pointing at 
a woman in every direction. A little past 10 
am (nothing this big starts on time) a Native 
American woman sang a hauntingly beauti
ful song entreating the ancestors to march 
with us and the fired inauguration announcer 
opened the rally. So the speakers started to 
roll out. After some initial sound problems, 
their voices rang out crystal clear. America 
Ferrera nearly brought me to tears, Gloria 
Steinem was impressed by us, Michael Moore 
was funny but long winded, Ashley Judd cut 
him off with her fantastic poem recitation. 
One of my friends remarked that he couldn't 
wait to read the transcripts later so he could 
actually remember what they said. 

Unfortunately, at about 12:30 I 

started to wane, we had been up 
since 5:30, standing in this crowd 
since 8:30, the closer we got to what 
was supposed to be our march time 
the more claustrophobic it got. Every 
speaker and musical performance 
was worth listening to, but 3/4ths of 
my group including myself were be
coming lost to exhaustion and crowd 
stress. Things got worse once the rally 
extended past the march time. We 
discovered later that the organizers 
were in a mad rush trying to find a 
new place for us to march since the 
crowd was nearly triple the size of 
the original permit. The crowd was 
not rowdy; we peacefully squished 
ourselves to let two ambulances and 
a police car through at one point or 
another. I am just a claustrophobic 
person who really could not handle 
it anymore. We had moved from 
the center of the crowd to stand next 
to a press tent (a friend of mine got 
interviewed by The Atlantic), but we 
were starting to be pushed into the 
side of the tent. We left at 2:30. We 
missed Madonna. We missed the 
actual march part. As we left, heading 
towards the nearest available metro 
station not overflowing with people, 
almost everyone in hearing distance 
was comparing it to Obama's 2008 
inauguration crowd. We escaped 
to a diner for an early dinner and 
even there the pink pussy hats were 
abounding. 

At the end of the day, it must 
first be said that every metro employ
ee, police officer, military officer and 
member of the emergency person
nel were wonderful and helpful, the 
march ran more smoothly than any
thing more than twice the original 
size could be expected to thanks to 
them. 

Secondly, after we got to 
a place cell service would reach, 
I shared my experience with my 
mother. She texted me back, "Was 
it worth it?" after I told her I almost 
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threw up due to my crowd anxieties, 
I responded that doing your duty 
is not always comfortable. I will be 
better prepared to take care of my 
mental health next time. 

Many conservative com
menters have since questioned as 
to what the point of the march was 
since it occurred. I would say to 
them that it was a "stand up and be 
counted" moment and not just to 
remind our president that he lost the 
popular vote or to remind him that 
now that he served us, and we were 
going to hold him accountable. It 
was also for ourselves. The night of 
the election was lonely. We got the 
results in around 4 am, most elec
tion parties would have broken up 
by then. I remember reaching out 
desperately to social media to find 
anyone else who was awake to talk 
to about it. This was us, the people 
who did not vote for Donald Trump, 
who honestly thought his election 
would be impossible considering his 
obvious authoritarian tendencies, 
reaching out to each other. 

A fair criticism from the left can best 
be summarized in a widely shared image of a 
black woman carrying a sign 'Tll see you all 
at the next Black Lives Matters march, right?" 
The crowd was for the most part white wom
en, and 52% of white women voted for Trump 
or not at all. We certainly did not come out in 
the numbers Hilary needed. While the crowd 
was white, the majority of the organizers were 
not. Linda Sarsour was most notable among 
them as a Palestine-American woman who 
has come under an insane amount of scrutiny 
since coming to prominence. The line-up 
of speakers spoke to a diversity I have never 
seen before in a public discussion. Almost 
all speakers spoke to the theme of 'we will 
rise together or not at all: What victory is it 
if we leave some of our sisters behind, after 
all? This experience held me accountable to 
my own internal biases. It will be no surprise 
to the readers here who did not know me as 
a student, but I am a white woman. I was ex
cited for this march and told everyone I knew 
about it, but while I have supported the Black 
Lives Matter movement, I have never done so 
publicly. 

The most important thing the speak
ers all agreed on as well was that this was not 
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a final statement, it will be a begin
ning if we make it one. 

Tips for getting started: 

1. Register to vote if you have not 
already. Trump won Michigan by 
about 10,000 votes so your vote really 
counts. 

2. Read Indivisible: A Practical Guide 
for Resisting the Trump Agenda 
(available online). 

3. Find out who your 2 senators and 
house representative are and save 
their office phone numbers in your 
phone. 

4. Call early in the morning with one 
specific issue for your member of 
Congress to vote for or against or at 
least speak out for or against. 

5. Reach out locally (Facebook 
groups are a great resource) for local 
news and events. + 

A Personal Insight 
Jose Miura GI 

I had a personal insight today while talking to a friend. 
I realized that in a way I am a lot like a Liberal. Liber

als reflexively defend minorities while pointing out the 
faults of White America; I reflexively defend White 
America while pointing out the faults of minorities. We 
both have a reflex. How did I develop mine? I think it 
is a reaction to the gratuitous White America bashing 
that I have noticed throughout my life; I happen to have 
spent most of it in places that lean Left (Latin America 
and the Northeast). I have always thought that gratu
itously bashing White Americans is just as bad as gratu -
itously bashing any other group. What's worse is that we 
minorities (especially Blacks and Hispanics) are seen as 
beyond criticism. I do not agree with that either. Thus, 
I have spent a lot of time pointing out the good things 
about whites and the bad things about minorities. Does 
this mean I see only good in Whites and only bad in 
Blacks and Hispanics? Of course not. I just prefer things 
to be called out, both the good and the bad, as they are 
in reality.+ 

As a student coming from a Muslim
majority country, I've always been 

taught and believed in education as a 
unifying force and diversity as a source 
of strength. Trump's executive order 
"Protecting the Nation from Foreign 
Terrorist Entry into the United States" is 
not only an attack and outrage targeting 
immigrants, students, asylum seekers 
and tourists of the countries listed in 
the order but all of us who believe in a 
common, shared humanity. This order 
openly promotes bigotry and hatred, 
and forces the label "terrorist" on me:' 

• 
-- Sila Karibiber, X20 
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SCI on: Class Schedules 
Ripley Stroud 

On Thursday, February 9th, at 11 :45 in the 
Private Dining Room, the SCI convened 
to discuss the topic of Class Schedules. 
This meeting w"s remarkable in that Dean 
Macfarland has begun to send members of 
the Instruction Committee to sit in on the 
meetings and keep track of what the polity 
has to say. Tutor Daniel Harrell was present, 
as well as Melissa Steiner from the Regis
trar's Office, the section of the administra
tion responsible for creating and organizing 
the schedules. 

The forum began with atten-
tion being drawn to two notable aspects of 
scheduling that affect students' academic 
life and performance. Firstly, having semi
nar from 8-1 Opm means that 9am class slots 
the following morning are difficult to either 
be fully rested for or entirely prepared. 
Secondly, the phenomenon known as "hell 
days" (in which students have three or more 
classes within a single day, necessarily back
to-back), which presents similar problems 
for student performance. 

In attendance were two mem
bers of the junior class, whose core had a 
schedule with three hell days, two of which 
were back-to-back. They commented on the 
stress of this schedule, and lamented that it 
had become very hard for them to experi
ence the Program with the same wonder 

that they once had been able to. This piqued the 
question: why is it that, even with numerous "aver
age': well-spread out schedules, so many schedules 
at St. John's still occupy a more extreme side of the 
spectrum (i.e., three hell-days, days which either have 
no classes or only one, &c.)? 

Tied into this was the absence of the 
2:20pm slot on Wednesday afternoons, which is not 
present due to faculty meetings being held then. The 
inability to schedule classes during that time makes 
it harder to make everyone's schedule well-balanced. 
It was pointed out in the meeting that the absence of 
2:20 Wednesday classes is what makes many extracur
riculars possible. It is not known where extracurricu
lars would be scheduled to or how they might change 
if there were regular classes during that time. 

When the day-after-seminar 9am slot was 
discussed, it was put into contrast with the seminar 
scheduling in Santa Fe, which is from 7:30p to 9:30p. 
A student present that had spent a year in SF com
mented that he did not notice much of a change in 
his life or scheduling due to this difference, but rather 
that he changed his study habits to fit this alternate 
schedule. 

Various tangents occurred over the course 
of the discussion, one of which was the stress that 
laboratory assistants experience within their schedule, 
as they essentially take on another class. This too was 
contrasted with the experience in Santa Fe, where 
(with the exception of freshmen) lab assistants assist 
their own class. It was pointed out that this could 

present problems of its own, namely, lab as
sistants having an unfair advantage in their 
class. 

We left the meeting with the 
following notes: sometimes the schedules 
are ridiculously inconvenient. Maybe it 
could be possible for the Registrar to allow 
students to demonstrate preference for a 
morning or an afternoon schedule. Perhaps 
it would be possible to add an additional 
class slot in the later afternoon, much like 
other universities have. Generally though, 
hell days suck, and everyone is tired at 9am 
on Tuesday and Friday. 

Jhe Student Committee on Instruction 
meets biweekly in the PDR on Thursdays at 
lunch to discuss various aspects of academic 
life, and meets a few times a year with the 
Instruction Committee to serve as a liaison 
between the faculty and the polity- ad
dressing your needs. 

Coming Soon: Plato in the 
Springtime! 

Polity Herald Reports: 1/11-2/8 
Katelin Safford 

Wednesday 1 /11: 

x Your new elected officials were sworn 
in! 

x Reality received $1200 in emergency 
budget money to help with throwing 
Meet Market. 

x The new officers gave their officer 
reports. 

x In his President's report, Mr. Neale 
went over the changes to budgeting 
that are to be expected and his plan 
to establish a committee to work on 
re-instating the Committee on Student 
Life (CSL) More to come about all of 
those things in the future! 

x Mr. Syritsyn had a rather bleak 
treasurer's report- he had just gotten 
access to the bank accounts, and knew 
that we were low on money, but was 
unclear of exactly what we had to work 
with as some clubs may still be cashing 
checks from last semester. 

x My Polity Herald report consisted 

of listing the methods by which I am planning 
to disseminate these reports (Select facebook 
pages, email, and gadfly) and asking for feed
back on how I can make the DC more accessible 
to the polity. If you have any suggestions please 
throw them my way! 

Sunday 1 /15: 

x Black Student Union received $453.77 in 
emergency budget money so they can order the 
supplies they will need for their Black History 
Month celebration in time. 

x Mr. Syritsyn gave another treasurer's report. 
We have roughly $2200 (before BSU's budget) 
of wiggle room until we actually get our semes
ter's funding from the Business Office. It is still 
unclear when we will get our semester's fund
ing, but it SHOULD be in early February - late 
March. 

x We voted to elect John Jane our new Polity At
torney! The Polity Attorney position is filled by a 
recommendation from the President and a vote 
from the Council. 

x We began the process of amending our Consti
tution to provide a little more wiggle room when 
it comes to budgeting. The current Constitution 

reads that all of the budgets will be 
considered on a first come, first serve 
basis. The amendment will alter that so 
that the budgets will be considered on a 
first come first serve basis OR any other 
way that the Council deems fit. This is 
to allow room for the budgeting com
mittee that we are working on forming. 
The budgeting committee process will 
roughly involve a committee looking at 
all the budgets at once, forming them 
into one mega super budget, and then 
passing all of them at once. This means 
everyone would receive their money at 
the same time. This process hopes to 
make budgeting more efficient and eq
uitable. Because this is a constitutional 
amendment, there will be a public 
hearing on it if you have something to 
say! The date of the public hearing is 
still pending. 

x We also passed an Act of Council 
related to Budgeting, in the form of the 
Budget Role Clarification Act. This Act 
served to define the different possible 
budgets that a club can submit; Se
mester, Supplemental, and Emergency. 
As of the passing of this Act, In the 
future clubs will not be able to request 
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Supplemental or Emergency budgets the 
total of which exceed the amount they 
were granted on their Semester budget. 
Please keep this in mind when you are 
budgeting!! It also clarified that Supple
mental Budgets cannot be used to pay for 
past events which were NOT on the club's 
Semester budget and that Emergency 
budgets cannot be used for past events 
at all, only for events happening in the 
subsequent two weeks. 

x Elections for new representatives will be 
held on the 27th! More below. 

How Is This Going To Affect Me? 

x IF YOU ARE A CLUB ARCHON: Please 
keep in mind the changes that have been 
made to the budgeting process! 

You cannot receive funds exceeding 
your Semester Budget in Emergency and 
Supplemental budgets. Please do not plan 
to 'come back later' for money for any 
event you want to have if you will need 
more funding than what you are granted 
in the Semester Budget. Keep in mind 
your semester budget may be cut and 
the final amount you receive for that will 
determine the cap on your Supplemental/ 
Emergency budget spending. 

Also keep in mind that Supplemental 
Budgets are for unexpected expenses of 
previously planned and thrown events and 
Emergency Budgets are for events that are 
occurring/funds that are needed in the 
subsequent two weeks after the budget is 
passed. 

Wednesday 1 /18 

x Mr. Miller proposed an amendment 
to the Budget Act that I made a big deal 
about last week. The idea was to provide 
for an exception to the Supplemental and 
Emergency budget cap in case of emergen
cies that are critical to the club's survival. 
We bandied about some ideas for awhile 
but ultimately tabled the amendment for 
further discussion. If you would like your 
voice to be heard about this amendment 
feel free to attend the lunch meeting this 
Wednesday the 25th in the Private Dining 
Room. As always, all DC meetings are 
open to the public. 

x Reality submitted another Emergency 
Budget for Meet Market and were awarded 
$1073. 

Sunday 1 /22 - Financial Sub-Commit
tee Meeting 

x The DC is doing a fun new thing this 
semester where budgets are being largely 
handled by a sub committee that met for 
the first time on the 22nd. 

x The Financial Committee's first order of 
business was to discuss some fair evalu
ation guidelines, to try to establish some 

rules about how budgets are considered. 
They believe that public guidelines for 
consideration would help with transpar
ency, consistency, and trust between clubs 
and the DC. 

x That being said, they decided not to 
codify these principles just yet as they wait 
to see how they play out. If you would like 
a copy of these guidelines please contact 
myself, Mr. Collin Doherty, or Mr. Ivan 
Syritsyn. 

x Budgets for HEMA, Film Society, Pink 
Triangle, Waltz Committee, Spirit of 
Radio, MSL, Reality, and KWP will be 
considered at their next meeting on the 
24th. As always, members of the polity 
are free to attend these meetings! This 
next meeting will be in the General Hartle 
room in the BBC at 7pm. 

x Unrelated to the Finance Committee, 
but there will also be a meeting of the CSL 
Re-Chartering Committee that same day 
at 9pm. We are aiming to also be in the 
General Hartle room. 

How Will This Affect Me? 

x Many people expressed concern about 
the constitutional amendment and the 
Budget Role Clarification Act. If you are 
concerned about this please attend our 
meeting on Wednesday in the PDR during 
lunch. 

x If you have input about the proposed re
instatement of the CSL, feel free to attend 
that Committee Meeting! 

**** Remember that every DC meeting is 
open! You are welcome to come and voice 
your concerns! Please do the thing. We 
want to see your faces. 
**** If you have any questions, comments, 
or concerns about anything related to the 
DC please feel free to email/text/facebook 
message me! I am very responsive to fb 
messages! 

A General Schedule of Usual DC Shenani
gans (Subject to Change): 

CSL Re-Chartering Committee - Tues
days, 9pm, Somewhere in the BBC (usu
ally Hartle Room or that one room on the 
bottom floor that isn't the computer lab or 
the gadfly office. you know the one.) 

Finance Committee - Tuesdays, General 
Hartle Room, 7pm and Sundays, Hodson 
Conference Room, 8pm 

General Meetings - Wednesday, Private 
Dining Room, 11 :45am, and sometimes 
Sunday, Hodson Conference Room, 8pm 
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Wednesday 1 /25 

I decided it wasn't worth it to go into huge 
details about every move that the bud-
get committee and the CSL rechartering 
committee make-- A link will be available 
shortly to all of the minutes for all of the 
committees and for the general meetings 
if anyone is curious, but it seemed silly 
to go into the tedious details oflisting 
every club and how much money they've 
been tentatively approved for and every 
suggestion that's made in the CSL rechar
tering meetings. If you have any questions 
though you're always free to ask me, and 
of course all of the meetings are open to 
the public. 

A small note that you are free to speak in 
the meetings! The general meetings have 
an agenda but if you get the president's 
attention before or during the meeting you 
can be recognized, or email the secretary 
(Annie Brong for the general meetings, 
Stuart Lombard for CSLR, and Collin 
Doherty for Budgetary) to get an item put 
on the meeting agenda. 

x The Waltz Committee emergency budget 
was passed. 

x We approved the Miller Amendment 
to the Budget Role Clarification Act. 
This allows the Council to approve a 
club's supplemental or emergency budget 
request even if it is over their quota if the 
item is shown to be absolutely necessary 
to the existence of the club. 

Sunday 1/29 

x New members were sworn in! A belated 
congratulations to Underwood, Schiller, 
Davis, Meyer, and Wilder. 

Wednesday 2/1 

x BVG emergency budget was passed. 

x Humane Society and Endurance Club 
were chartered 

Wednesday 2/8 

x There is a date set for the SCI elections 
and the senior run off election! 

The freshmen SCI candidates will be voted 
on by the Council during our next meet
ing, Wednesday the 15th at 11:35 in the 
Private Dining Room 

The Senior Delegate run off election will 
occur next Friday in the dining hall from 
11:30-12:30 and in the coffeeshop from 
3:30-4:30. The election board will be the 
same as before: Mr. Doherty, Mr. Syritsyn, 
Mr. Neale, Ms. Brong, and Mr. Jane. If you 
have an issue with this please message or 
email Mr. Jane+ 
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The Ongoing D.C. Budget Crises 
Rose Pelham A'20 

A t the behest of the Gadfly, I have been 
investigating the new D.C. club bud

geting process for the past three weeks. 
What I have found is an ongoing crisis 
acted out in slow, perhaps even glacial, 
motion. I last interviewed the Treasurer of 
the Delegate Counsel, Ivan Syritsyn (./\19), 
On February 4th to discuss the situation. 
At that moment the Delegate Counsel 
was facing a budget deficit of $7,677.59 to 
$11,427.59 according to a report by Mr. 
Syritsyn. Since then, the Financial Com
mittee of the Delegate Counsel has made 
further cuts to club budgets reducing 
the size of the deficit by around a couple 
thousand dollars, according to Sean Miller 
(./\20), a current member of the commit
tee. 

The situation as of a week ago broke 
down as follows. The expected budget of 
the Delegate Counsel was approximately 
$25,000, as estimated by Mr. Syritsyn. 
15% of that is required by D.C. law to be 
kept as an emergency budget, and so the 
remainder available for club budgets was, 
and still is, $21,125. The D.C Financial 
Committee had considered all but sixteen 
club budgets, and of the $21,125 esti
mated semester budget, it had committed 
$24,328.03, which means there was by 
then a deficit of $3,078.03 that had to be 
cut. And there were cuts under consid
eration. Three clubs: The Chess Society, 
HEMA, and the St. John's Knitting Circle, 
all had "uncommitted" budgets, mean
ing that the committee had tagged them 
for further review. But the total budget 
requests of all three clubs were only 
$899.00. As a consequence it was, and still 
is, necessary to reduce funding to more 
clubs with budgets that have already been 
considered by the committee. In addition, 
there were sixteen clubs with budgets that 
had not been considered by the financial 
committee. The total amount of money 
that they were requesting at the time was 
$7,450.56. That brought the total deficit 
up to $11,427.59. I asked Mr. Syritsyn if a 
deficit of this size at that point in the bud
geting process was a common occurrence. 
Rest assured, it is not. 

So the total amount of budget cuts 
necessary at that time, if the D.C. is to 
maintain its emergency budget of 15%, 
was $11,427.59. This number has since 
been reduced, and in all likelihood the 
emergency budget will be cannibalized to 
help bring that number down even more. 
Clubs may request "emergency budgets" 
of their own in order to get around the 
constraints of the Delegate Counsel's regu
lar budget. When I sat in on a meeting 
of the Financial Committee, its members 
suggested to more than one club that it 
could send in a later "emergency budget" 
in order to get funding for day-to-day 
expenses that exceeded the D.C:s regular 
budget. This is a risky practice, because it 
reduces the amount of money available to 
the student government in the event of a 
financial contingency. Some of these con
tingencies can be expected. According to 
Mr. Syritsyn, overdraft fees are a problem 

commonly faced by the D.C. and are perhaps one of 
the primary reasons why the emergency fund was 
mandated in the first place. These can easily cost 
the D.C. multiple hundreds of dollars a semester. 
He suggested that $600 to $1000 of the emergency 
budget would be necessary to cover potential over
draft fees. If the D.C:s emergency budget is reduced 
to a sum within that range it could free up a couple 
thousand dollars, but it would still be far from suf
ficient even with the cuts currently in place. 

Over the next two weeks the financial committee 
will meet to hammer out the remaining more than 
$8,000 in budget cuts. According to Mr. Miller, in 
an interview on the eleventh, the D.C. will priori
tize cuts from non-essential budget items. Snack 
budgets will be cut; in all likelihood a number of 
potential parties will disappear, although from clubs 
other than Reality. A host of other things will go as 
well. The austerity measures will need to significant, 
but hopefully not overbearing. Yet, they underlie a 
greater and more permanent problem. 

The Delegate Counsel's funding is static. Remem
ber the estimated $25,000 budget from earlier? That 
budget is derived from the "activities fee" that every 
student pays as a part of tuition here. More specifi
cally the activities fee is split between the Annapolis 
and Santa Fe campuses, and of the amount that goes 
to the Annapolis campus, one third of it goes to the 
D.C., according to Mr. Syritsyn. As the number of 
students at St. John's has remained more or less the 
same over the years, so has the funding made avail
able by the fee, and the D.C. has no, or else little, 
alternative sources of income. As a consequence 
its funding, with some variation, has remained the 
same. But the needs of clubs on campus have not. 
According to Mr. Syritsyn, when the D.C. began 
there were only twenty or so clubs, while now there 
are around sixty. All of those clubs are vying for 
funding from a pool that has remained precisely the 
same. And each of those clubs, with a couple excep
tions, are trying to maintain their budgets from last 
year. But D.C. funding is a zero sum game, so there 
will either be more clubs with less funding, or else 
there will be fewer clubs with more funding, but 
there cannot be both. So inevitably, so long as more 
clubs come into being, the average club budget 
from the D.C. will see a downward trajectory for 
the foreseeable future. As a consequence, we will be 
forced to replay this very same situation over and 
over again. More clubs ask for money, more clubs 
get cuts. But it might not have to be this way. 

There are ultimately two ways of dealing with 
the perpetual budget crisis. The first is to increase 
the amount of funds available by some means. The 
second is to change the way funds are allocated. 
When I spoke with Mr. Syritsyn he suggested that 
D.C. take an active role in ensuring its own fund
ing. He had precisely two measures in mind. The 
first was to ask the college for a greater share of the 
activities fee. This would be accomplished when he 
next meets with representatives of the college's two 
campuses. The second would be for the Delegate 
Counsel to hold polity fundraisers, such as selling 
used program books, or tee shirts, in order to gain 
additional funds for clubs. This would likely be less 
profitable than the previous option, but it would 
also come with fewer side effects. 
The "activities fee" funds more than just the D.C., 
and accordingly, clubs. It goes to a number of ad
ditional things. Both the gym and the boathouse 
take their funds from the activities fee. So too do a 
number of groups that one might not expect. The 
Gadfly, for instance, is funded directly from the ad-

ministration, not the D.C. Therefore, any 
change in the proportion of the activities 
fee that goes to the D.C. will also change 
the proportion of it that goes to other pro
grams. It is just another zero-sum game. 
But perhaps it is a worthwhile game to 
play; if the polity enjoys clubs funded by 
the D.C. more than other things that draw 
from the activities fee, then it would make 
sense to re-evaluate its distribution. There 
is, however, another option besides these 
two, although it is at once more difficult, 
and yet necessary. 

On a fundamental level, the total funds 
available to the D.C. are a subset of the 
economy of the campus. That is to say, 
even if the D.C. starts selling books, tee 
shirts, and all manner of things, it would 
still be dependent on the sum total of 
money brought in by students. And that 
amount, no matter how we try to tap it, 
and provided that the size or composition 
of the student body do not change, will 
remain the same. There is a fixed ceiling 
beyond which funding and fundraising 
cannot go. And so no matter what we 
do, we will have to prioritize what gets 
funding and what does not. At the mo
ment, whether we realize it or not, we are 
choosing between two different options. 
The first is to maintain the clubs that we 
have, and the second is to prioritize new 
ones. This is a choice that we renew every 
year and every semester, and one that we 
make every time we start a new club or try 
to maintain, or even increase, the funding 
of an old one. It is simply inevitable, but 
difficult. The situation is fundamentally 
Malthusian. 

Now, at the moment the D.C. is trying 
to do this as best it can without con
sciously choosing. And it has good reason 
for doing so. We, as humans, are driven 
towards two things: tradition and novelty. 
On the one hand we want to keep what 
we have, because in the past we enjoyed 
it, and it would be shame to let it go. On 
the other we desire the new, which we 
enjoy like the first taste of some heretofore 
unfamiliar but plainly delicious food. But 
we cannot have both. So I advise this con
sideration to have in mind in addition to 
fundraising and increasing the share of the 
activities fee that goes to the D.C., and that 
is to be critical of what you want to keep. 
Do not try to hold onto everything, and 
the expense of its poor execution. Instead, 
take an active part in reshaping the tradi
tions of the campus by acknowledging 
that they must change over time and some 
must go as new ones come into being. The 
recent reforms of the Delegate Council, 
which established the financial committee 
and ended the first come, first served style 
of budgeting are ideal for this. A commit -
tee of students representing the polity's 
interests is an ideal body for choosing the 
new direction of campus life. But it will 
have to keep in mind that we will need to 
get rid of some old traditions in order to 
allow for new ones. + 
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Kit Rees X17 
Seniors on Essay Writing 
The Good 

Sally Jankovic: 
1. I don't have to write about emotion so it's not as subjective. 
2. I have more solid pages than everybody else right now. 
3. Leibniz is easy to spell. 

Wes Sonheim: 
1. Brobdingnag is actually supposed to be spelled Brobdingrag. 
2. The book I'm writing on makes less sense than Kant. 
3. There aren't any horses in Annapolis anymore. 

Kit Rees: 
1. I'm writing on a great book. 
2. I use lots of short sentences. 
3. I really want cornbread, com-pone, or com-dodgers all the time 

(com-dodgers are very controversial). 

Jon Shrestha: 
1. Mr. Beall. 
2. Mr. Beall. 
3. Mr. Beall. 

CJ Vaughn: 
1. I get to spend a whole month writing about feelings. 
2. It's an excuse to go to coffee shops and order chai lattes. 
3. It is less likely to have an innuendo in the title than Sally's essay. 

John Himes 
1. It's deep. Super deep. 
2. Spending lots of time with Mr. Holtzman. 
3. It's like mostly depressing but it has a faint glimmer of hope. 

Joumie Kirdain 
1. Is it really lame to say I like what I'm writing about? 
2. I get to say genitals so often. 
3. It's genius. 

Sebastian 
1. I really thoroughly make use of Locke. It's like killing a buffalo 

and using all its parts. 
2. It's something I'm super interested in. 
3. It draws on really imagery from the program. 

Zach Gold 
1. The part that I should scrap. 
2. Block quoting the Iliad and As You Like It. 
3. That I have 18 pages. 

Claire Racette 
1. I'm having a lot of fun. I really love Genesis. 
2. We're only a week and two days in. 
3. I think I did a lot of the work I have ahead of me sophomore year. 

Hayley Dunn 
1. It's made me confront why pain is necessary in life, which I think 

is an important question. 
2. Today Ms. Higuera told me to be bold, which gave my license to 

express my thoughts and feelings on pain. I've always wanted, 
but not needed, permission to do that. 

3. I'm enamored with Kierkegaard so fully. This experience is 
beyond intellectual for me. 

The Bad 

Sally Jankovic 
1. I am starting to call exponential curves "logarithmic". 
2. That it isn't done yet. 
3. All the predicate nominatives. 

Wes Sonheim 
1. It is a hard copy, so it can be destroyed by fire. 
2. I can't type it in the library because I'm afraid the bell will dis

turb my peers. 
3. I can't write an outline without using a curse word. 

Marybeth Beydler 
1. It's not written yet. 
2. It probably won't be long enough when it's written. 
3. "It will probably be a failure at its purpose" - Ms. Seeger 

Jon Shrestha 
1. It's about quantum physics; I haven't talked about entanglement 

in 18 pages. 
2. I think it could exceed 40 pages. 
3. I don't have a title yet. 

CJ Vaughn 
1. I will spend a month writing about feelings, and therefore I will 

inevitably have feelings. 
2. Caffeine intake is increasing 
3. I don't have a full outline yet! 

Jonathan Gordon: 
1. It's not done yet 
2. The fact that it's not done yet 
3. The fact that it's not done yet. 

Jonathan Llovet 
1. It exists as an unrealized concept. 
2. Rhetorically, not s 'good. 
3. There's not enough of it for me to say. 

Joumie Kirdain 
1. The shortness of it. 
2. Having to capitalize pronouns. 
3. Having to use the word genitals so often. 

Claire Racette 
1. It's Genesis, so it's the beginning of civilization. That's a ton to 

narrow down and I want to talk about everything .. 
2. It's Genesis, so there are a contradictions all over the text. Who 

knows who wrote it and when. 
3. I'm pretty sure mankind is doomed. 

Zach Gold 
1. It has two clear halves. 
2. I'm not sure if I say the same thing too many times. 
3. That I've forgotten to revise the line "literally the Son of God" 

out of my paper. 

Hayley Dunn 
1. It's currently on thirteen different Word documents. 
2. It both lacks a question and direction at the moment. 
3. I think I chose something that can't really be articulated, so this 

can't really be an essay or an exploration because it can't be 
expressed in words. 
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Untimely Election Article 
Zach Gold X17~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

What happened? Everywhere you turn, 
it's difficult to avoid hearing the ques

tion. Everywhere you look there's someone 
blaming someone else. There's some story 
on some magazine, on the nightly news, on 
your phone, on Facebook, in your email, in 
somebody's mouth. Who is to blame? What 
are we to feel? I set down my thoughts here 
so I can have something to remember these 
times by, so I am ready when I am asked or 
when I am able to share. 

If I recall, at first, people laughed. 
People laughed because Donald Trump 

is a very good setup to a punchline. He's a 
good setup because, like three men walking 
into a bar, there are many different jokes 
that can be delivered: the beginning of fac
tion within the GOP, if you please. The end 
of hippie liberals hiding in safe spaces, say. 
The beginning of real oligarchy in America, 
I guess. Even fascism, if it's funny in context. 
A lot of these jokes were just jokes until the 
real punchline showed up: the 45th presi
dent of the United States. 

These kinds of jokes are a way of playing 
with fire. On the left, we burn the right by 
guffawing at the potential dismembering 
of the party. On the right, we set ablaze 
the left by laughing at the thought of those 
crybabies getting what's coming to them. We 
laugh at pinkos for fearing oligarchy, and we 
laugh at anarchists who cry "fascist" at every 
elected official. 

We can't forget that the lion's share of 
these jokes were made on television: the 
Colberts of the world, the Jon Stewarts and 
the Bill Mahers, they saw Mr. Trump for 
what he was -the perfect setup-- and in 
exchange gave him unprecedented coverage 
and airtime. How many times that video of 

Donald Trump descending an escalator in his gilded 
tower to announce his candidacy get passed around 
and replayed? More than Jeb!'s announcement, that's 
for sure. People came to trust comedians in the way 
they used to trust reporters. Stewart's face was one you 
could count on, just as Brokaw's used to be. So this, 
coupled with the roughly equal amounts of airtime on 
CNN and NBC culminated in legitimizing a man who 
(in my opinion) didn't deserve the mantle of the GOP. 

But enough about the 'dangers' of humor. Everyone 
saw that it was happening, but nobody feared that it 
would. Why not? There are a few answers. There's that 
now obvious "rural/urban divide': there's social media 
and selective advertisement, and there's political 
apathy. These are all different ways of abstaining from 
dialogue. To blame social media moves the target-- it 
really only blames the magnification of one's own bias
es. To blame the rural/urban divide blames geography 
for building prejudice -for deciding people's opinions 
for them. To blame apathy blames the apathetic. 

Social media has, in the days following the elec
tion, been denounced as an echo chamber. What 
should this tell us? It tells us first, that we have biases. 
Second, it tells us that we can't blame those biases. 
While we are right to believe the former, we are fools 
to believe the latter. Targeted advertising shows users 
the stories that make them happy, rather than the 
stories that are breaking or educating, all in the name 
of "user friendliness:' If we do not want to forsake so
cial media wholesale, we can realize that no company 
increases user-friendliness for free. We were not pow
erless when we were "stuck" in our "echo chambers:' 
Each time Facebook increases user friendliness, they 
stand to make more money by expanding their user 
base or by increasing the rate at which their current 
users produce a profit. We must be watchful of what 
increased user-friendliness means. There are some 
ways in which it pays to make oneself a Luddite. 

But we can learn from the urban/rural divide, too. 
We can learn to empathize a little. In the same way 

we all saw Mr. Trump's freakishly meteoric 
rise, we all saw these 'rural' people. They 
were funny to us too, if I recall. I wonder 
how long it took country folk to get tired of 
city people making fun of them on national 
television. Probably an election cycle or two. 
It's easy to mock the uneducated for being 
uneducated, to sweep conservatives in with 
creationists (and there are plenty of nice 
creationists, too), and to mock whomever 
using whatever sweeping generalization or 
two second soundbite happens to be close at 
hand. Some say "there are dark and danger
ous times ahead:' And I say: we musn't learn 
to stop laughing, but we must learn why the 
joke is funny, who it hurts, who it hands 
a cloak of invisibility. Sometimes, all the 
aspects of a joke align to show things as they 
truly are, and sometimes, in our hubris, they 
serve only to blind us. 

At least the apathetic maintain their 
agency in all this! They at least knew what 
they were getting into, and chose it. 

But let's not be apathetic-- the apathetic 
have little taste for humor and their blind
ness was willing, so they have nothing to 
complain about. That we ourselves could not 
see this coming should wake us up, it should 
teach us to be vigilant of things that exist 
only to satisfy our humors. It should teach 
us to be better citizens, to be both more 
courageous and more understanding. But 
let's not mistake this courage for stoicism: 
no, in our courage we must always find a 
place to laugh, but as we are careful with our 
words, we must be careful with our laughter: 
A courageous laugh-not a scornful one-is 
the one that can dismantle lies + 
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Polity Initiative Letter to Elected Officials 
The Annapolis campus student body of St. John's College has started an initiative to express our 
concern over Executive Order 13 7 69. Below is the content of a letter, which was sent to fifty 
eight elected officials representing the students of St. John's College. 

We, the student body of St. John's College in Annapolis, are concerned about the potentially 
negative effects of Executive Order 13769 and others with similar aims, which pertain to immi
gration and travel, on our international students. 

St. John's College is a unique educational institution, where we dedicate ourselves to studying 
the Great Books of Western civilization in a collaborative seminar setting. Our college attracts 
students from all over the country and the world. Each student plays an integral role in our com
munity of learning, and our education is enriched by our international students. Their contribu
tions to the college are invaluable. 

St. John's College educates us in the art of civil discourse and instills within us the aspiration 
to become free citizens who strive to contribute to informed democracies, both at home and 
abroad. We welcome everyone to study the Great Books with us, regardless of their religion or 
national origin, and this executive order is antithetical to our values. We fear that it will estab
lish a precedent that will hurt our college by preventing international students from attending 
and sharing their views and unique experiences with our community. 

As students at the college, we have a responsibility to foster a richness and diversity of thought 
among our peers. We cannot accomplish this if some of our peers are restricted from returning 
to the classroom. As citizens of the United States of America, we have a responsibility to inform 
you of how Executive Order 13 7 69 affects us, our interests, and our ability to grow together. 

As citizens and students, we are obliged to stand together and express our belief that Executive 
Order 13769 will cause irreparable damage to the liberty of discourse at St. John's College. 

Sincerely, 
The Annapolis campus student body of St. John's College 


