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by Mario Moreno 

“We’re all reading about 
how to acquire virtue. 
Why is the common room 
trashed all the time?”

In classes, on campus, 
and beyond the program, 
the ability to apply the 
knowledge and skills ac-
quired at St John’s is not 
always clear. For Ashley 
Zappe, a 2005 Santa Fe 
graduate, the process has 
been ongoing. The above 
opening question, for her 
seminar on Plato’s Meno, 
proved pivotal for her de-
velopment both as a stu-
dent and in the years since 
her graduation.

Ashley is passionate 
about the environment. 
She was a contributing 
author for the ‘Sustainabil-
ity Santa Fe’ 2015 Bench-
marks Report. The 38-
page report addresses the 
‘long-term sustainability’ 
of Santa Fe for the pro-
tection of ‘the health and 
well-being of its people’. 
In the following interview, 
we discuss her beginnings 
at St John’s as one of the 
‘quiet students’, her views 

on the program as a whole, 
and her current work with 
schools on local and envi-
ronmental issues.

How does St John’s fit 
in with your recent com-
munity work?

One of the most use-
ful skills I’m con-
tinually applying 
from St John’s is 
the ability to sort 
through complex 
issues and infor-
mation, and re-
ally think them 
through before 
doing anything 
with them. Hon-
estly, the envi-
ronmental and 
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y 
field really needs 
people that think 
that way. In the 
last two years as 
an AmeriCorps 
volunteer, I wrote the first 
draft of the [Sustainabil-
ity] Benchmark report 
for the city government, 
which required me to sift 
through a lot of different 
types of documents, data 
-- often very broad data 

-- and think about what it 
means and how to present 
it in a way that people will 
immediately understand. 
It’s what you practice at 
St John’s constantly: you’re 
looking at mathematical 
propositions from all sides 
and you have to explain 

them so that they’re under-
standable for someone else.

You mention that St 
John’s helped you learn 
how to ask those kinds of 
questions. Do you feel you 
wouldn’t have been able 
to ask before St John’s or 

without it?
Not as well. I mean, 

everyone can ask ques-
tions. But I feel like other 
environments that aren’t 
St John’s don’t necessar-
ily challenge you the same 
way. I don’t just mean that 
St John’s is difficult. I mean 

that in other schools, you 
may be asking questions 
and you may be writing es-
says for your teacher, but 
you don’t have a whole 
community saying, “I don’t 
know about that.” “But 
what about this?” “What, 

you can’t say that! It says 
here in the text--” A com-
munity of people constant-
ly questioning you in re-
sponse creates a refinement 
of that critical thinking 
process that you wouldn’t 
get from just one teacher’s 
occasional feedback.

Fair enough. 
That one of the 
interesting re-
lationships stu-
dents have with 
St John’s: the re-
finement of the 
individual along 
with the commu-
nity. How did you 
feel you fit in with 
the community?

Well, I was 
refined a lot. 
[Laughs] I was 
friends with stu-
dents who really 
annoyed others 
because they were 

so brash in the way they 
challenged people around 
them, but that worked for 
me. That strong challenge 
is what I needed, and St 
John’s really enabled it. 
They created a safe space 
for it.

Towards the end of be-
ing at St. John’s, I started to 
find my own voice, finding 
more ways to communi-
cate, to question and chal-
lenge other people. That’s 
also a skill that’s helped 
me in my career develop-
ment, in that I’ve been able 
to have conversations with 
people who think very dif-
ferently and not be person-
ally offended. I can talk 
about religion and politics 
with anyone and not be of-
fended. And that’s actually 
not encouraged in society 
at large. Were encouraged 
to be outraged and offend-
ed constantly, to not even 
bother asking how anyone 
can ever possibly think 
differently than we do. So 
I’ve learned that’s a very 
useful tool for working in 
city government, to help-
ing adapt me to non-profit 
work, and in many diverse 
situations.

Were you involved in 
any student-led St John’s 
groups or activitiesout-
side the classroom?

...(See, Ashley Zappe Re-
flects..., Page 2)      

TheMoon
DECEMBER, 2015                                                                                                                              VOLUME XX, ISSUE 2

We Are All Part Of The Conversation: 
An Interview with Ashley Zappe (SF ‘05)

The campus gleams on a snowy night.

St. John’s College, Santa Fe’s student-run newspaper

by Alex Bindrim

It’s hard to think about 
Chaco Canyon without 
thinking about the 3 ½ 
hour long drive to get 
there; the isolation of the 
place sets in far before 
you ever come near it. The 
Hopi name for Chaco 
Canyon is Yupkoyvi, “the 
place beyond the horizon.” 
Ten Hopi clans consider 
Yupkoyvi their homeland; 
they named it with care. 
The drive to Chaco ought 
to take a little planning, 
and you should absolutely 
take a solid car. The last 20 
miles over rough dirt road 
were terrifying in my little 
Acura, especially consid-
ering the nearest town is 
around 70 miles away.

The road north through 
Abiquiu goes through 
some truly stunning ter-
rain, especially in the fall, 
and I believe parts of it 
merit an article all on their 
own, but Chaco Canyon 
has been a significant des-
tination for travelers for 
over a thousand years, and 
it has kept that status for 
a reason. Chaco Canyon is 
actually far to the south-
west of Santa Fe, and there 
is another road through 
Bernalillo that I took com-
ing back, but the road 
through Abiquiu isn’t any 
longer and is objectively 

more interesting.
Before the Colonists, 

before the Conquistadors,  
and before the Aztecs, 
Chaco Canyon was the 
center of religious pilgrim-
age for cultures stretching 
over the American South-
west, and why the Ances-
tral Puebloans chose this 
location is still beyond me. 
Even the wind 
is quiet here; the 
steady breeze has 
nothing to rustle, 
and everything 
remains undis-
turbed. Fajada 
Butte is the only 
natural feature of 
any significance 
in what seems 
to be a 100-mile 
radius; the rest 
is dry plain and 
low, sandstone 
canyon walls. 
Fajada Butte is 
now closed to the 
public, so I only 
saw it from a dis-
tance, behind the 
ubiquitous signs warning 
you to stay on the trail. The 
butte gets its name from 
a band of black coal that 
runs around its middle 
and is barely visible from 
the vantage point by the 
road. A sign nearby tells 
you that at the top there 
is a petroglyph depicting 
circles and yellow daggers 

that the Chacoans used to 
measure the solstices and 
equinoxes. 

The plain around Fajada 
Butte is incredibly bare, 
except for the occasional 
tree, which, when I was 
there, shone orange in the 
afternoon sun. The spots 
of color in the desert are a 
welcome sight and became 

my main object of focus as 
I drove on. In the center 
of the canyon, where signs 
warn against walking, 
there is a narrow ditch at 
the bottom of which flows 
a tiny stream. It must have 
been bigger in the past; 
such a small rivulet could 
never have supported the 
civilization that built the 

immense sandstone Great 
Houses.

I’ve lived most of my 
life in the Southwest, but 
I’ve never seen structures 
like these before. The only 
place that compares that 
I’ve seen is the complex of 
barrow mounds at Bru na 
Boinne in Ireland, but that 
was a place for the dead; 

Chaco Canyon is for the 
living. The complexes of 
Great Houses were meant 
to house thousands of 
travelers during major reli-
gious ceremonies. The edu-
cational signs throughout 
the park try to make the 
visitor imagine the crowds 
that must have been pres-
ent during these times; 

the macaws, the beads, 
the fabrics, the merchants, 
the elders of varied tribes. 
But what one sees are the 
buildings meant to house 
these crowds. The stone-
work that composes these 
structures is staggeringly 
complex, and I must take 
pains to describe it here. 
The sandstone of Chaco 

Canyon appar-
ently breaks 
easily at right 
angles and was 
a favorable ma-
terial for the 
Ancients. The 
bricks of every 
Great House 
appear so well-
fitted to each 
other that I 
had difficulty 
believing they 
were not sim-
ply found that 
way; the bricks 
are not uni-
form in size 
or shape, but 
they each seem 

to have found the place 
they were most suited for 
in the world. The walls 
are further buttressed by 
brick outcroppings and 
occasionally supported 
by wooden beams. I can’t 
fathom where they got the 
wood from. They blend in 
well with the canyon walls 
that rise around them; they 

are, after all, constructed of 
the same material. I’m not 
sure whether to say that 
the human influence on 
Nature is more, or less, ex-
posed in these edifices. The 
ingenuity required to build 
them is everywhere ap-
parent, but of course they 
look very different now 
then they did at first. In 
the thriving days of Chaco 
Canyon, veneers disguised 
the Great Houses’ inner 
stonework, but now, as 
with the Egyptian pyra-
mids, the wind has worn 
away all but the (still very 
impressive) skeleton. As 
I made a circuit around 
Hungo Pavi, the first 
Great House, it occurred 
to me that it was the parts 
of the architecture that 
caught my attention, or 
the form, if you wish, but 
the whole content, the real 
image, was invisible under 
the Veil of Time.

The largest of the Great 
Houses is called Pueblo 
Bonito, and the words 
“Great Houses” don’t even 
begin to describe. Never 
before have I gotten lost in 
a “ruin,” but of course it is 
not a ruin, and doesn’t par-
ticularly feel like one. It is 
more of a massive, fortified 
city than a house...

(See, Exploring Chaco 
Canyon, Page 5)   

Down the Road in New Mexico: Chaco Canyon



Cont. from, An Inter-
view with Ashley Zappe , 
Pg. 1)

I was really involved in 
Search and Rescue at St 
John’s - that’s when it was 
a student-led team. I was 
on the board and an offi-
cer. It had the same kind 
of St John’s approach of 
“Let’s figure it out!” and 
“Let’s think about what 
this really means!”, but it 
was also very practical. In 
a way, I don’t think my St 
John’s education would 
have really meant as much 
if I wasn’t doing something 
that was really pragmati-
cally oriented. Developing 
skills and tying knots is os-
tensibly very different than 
developing these abstract 
thinking skills. But both 
of them were very impor-
tant to my ability to think 
through problems. I would 
say those extra curriculars 
that seem to have noth-
ing to do with St John’s are 
actually very important to 
getting the most out of St 
John’s.

Do you feel that rounds 
out the Program? Some-
times there’s a sense that 
it’s all about the ideas as 
opposed to the practical. 
Are you suggesting hav-
ing something practical 
along the way augments 
the books?

Maybe. I was think-
ing in terms of developing 
an approach to the world 
rather than - and that 
may be exactly what you’re 
saying. The curriculum 
seems to be all about the 
books, but you could al-
most switch out the books 
themselves. It’s the process 
of the books, the develop-
ment of an approach to 
the world. Our seal used to 
say -- I don’t know if they 
took it off in the branding 

-- ‘through books and bal-
ance’. Do you remember?

It’s not as prominent, 
but the motto’s still there, 
in the merchandising, and 
on the website.

Yeah. ‘Through books 
and balance’, and it’s sup-
posed to create this virtu-
ous person. The whole pur-
pose is to create virtue in 
someone, and I don’t think 
anyone’s under the illusion 
that virtue can only be in 
the books and ideas. So 
do those activities ground 
the program? I would 
think they can, but I’d also 
say that eventually you’re 

gonna be applying [the 
program]. So if you do it 
along with the program, or 
do it afterwards, eventually 
those fundamental skills 
that you’re developing in 
that approach is going to 
end up in both realms. At 
least you would hope.

Not many students do 
part-time at St John’s. Did 
you find it difficult to tran-
sition to jobs where you’re 
working with people that 
weren’t processing the 
world in the way St John’s 

seemed to prepare you for?
Continuing through my 

life, I have friends who are 
not interesting in ques-
tioning, who say, ‘I have 
figured out enough phi-
losophy to get through my 
life, and I don’t want to be 
up til 1 am again rehashing 
these things. I just want 
to live.’ And I can respect 
that. These are also highly 
intelligent people, and they 
just prioritize things in a 
different way. That’s okay, 
even if it’s a little frus-
trating sometimes. Some-
times, I want to say, “Ooh 
you have a totally different 
idea about this. Please talk 
about it! Let’s dialogue!” I 
value those thoughts, but 
not everyone wants to talk 
about it. And that happens 
with Johnnies too. There 
are definitely Johnnies who 
are ‘I just don’t want to talk 
to you about this’. Now 
that I’m thinking about it, 

the barriers of ‘Can I ap-
ply my St john’s style of 
interacting?’ apply to other 
alums as well.

That brings up an in-
teresting question: To 
what extent can studying 
these books, in this fairly 
restrictive format, change 
our character? It’s one 
thing to read Plato and 
Aristotle. It’s another to 
live out Plato and Aristo-
tle.

For me, it all comes back 
to that one seminar ques-
tion. The opening question 
of seminar my freshman 
year on the Meno was, 

“We’re all reading about 
how to acquire virtue. Why 
do the common rooms 
look trashed all the time?” 
And I think there should 
be a little more that kind 
of questioning alongside 
the books, really turning 
the things we’re learning 
around on ourselves, and 
looking at ourselves as an-
other text that needs to be 
studied and questioned. 
The program is limited if 
we think it’s really about 
the books and not about 

the conversation or the 
process of learning to be 
people.

Thats interesting. 
Within the seminar for-
mat, there’s always a ten-
dency to avoid looking at 
the application beyond 
the text. Yet so many of 
these books, we consider 
them great because of 
their application beyond 
the text.

Yes. And I don’t know 
if that should be done all 
the time. There’s definitely 
something to be said for 
not jumping the gun: we 
can’t apply a text if we 
don’t understand it. But I 
think the reminder that 
it’s meant to be applied 
eventually is enough, even 
if you’re ‘zoomed in’ now 
to really understand the 
thoughts and later you’re 
going to zoom out and 
see how to apply it. But, 
like you said, remember at 

St John’s that the 
reason why these 
books are great is 
their application.

Are there any 
books in par-
ticular, ten years 
later, that have 
been specifically 
impactful in that 
way?

I think the 
hardest hit came 
pretty early on 
with the Meno. 
Socrates in gen-
eral - I ended up 

writing my Senior Paper 
on Gorgias. But just the 
philosophy of the first two 
years is so different from 
the second two years, be-
cause it really was focused 
on how to become a good 
person, what is good, what 
is truth. And that’s very 
consequential, how you 
answer those questions. 
As much as I love the 
cognitive structuring that 
Kant does, it doesn’t really 
change how you live too 
much. But when you read 
Gorgias and you ask, “Why 
are these people so upset 
over being proved wrong? 

Why are they valuing their 
social power over truth? 
Why is Socrates saying 
that he would consider it a 
better state to be corrected 
than to correct?” These are 
very personal, consequen-
tial philosophies. It might 
not be obvious to all peo-
ple how reading Plato can 
help me analyze data to 
conserve the environment 
around Santa Fe in order 
to make life more livable. 
That may not be an obvi-
ous connection, and yet I’m 
living that connection.

Specifically with your 
current job right now?

Right. As I said, the last 
two years I was an Ameri-
Corps volunteer, and my 
specific job was to analyze 
data for the city to create a 
report that would inform 
city policy around issues 
like water use, conservation 
measures, greenhouse gas 
emissions, public transpor-
tation, and city develop-
ment. Having completed 
that, I’m now a Sustain-
ability Education Program 
Manager. So I am teaching 
teachers how to do hands-
on experiential activities 
that apply to our modern 
world. It’s not just about 
teaching science, but actu-
ally doing something with 
it that makes an impact in 
the world around them.

Our focus is on food se-
curity and our main work 
is with gardens, in terms of 
making sure that we main-
tain the ability to produce 
food locally. 97% of all 
food eaten in New Mexico 
comes from out-of-state. If 
anything happens to those 
states or overseas, such as 
the major drought in Cali-
fornia, access to that food 
can be cut off. If that ac-
cess is cut off, do we have 
enough food to feed our 
population locally? It’s 
possible, but we don’t have 
those structures built up 
yet. So part of what we’re 
doing is educating people 
about it and developing 
those structures. So in 
public schools, we’re giving 
people the knowledge to 
grow their own food, and 
to live sustainably.

Is there any text that 
you would include within 
the St John’s required 
reading list?

There isn’t any rea-
son why Mary Shelley’s 
Frankenstein isn’t on the 
program. As far as books 
that have influenced the 
Western world, it cre-
ated a genre. It created a 
whole different way about 
the relationship between 
man and God that has 
infiltrated so much media 
that we don’t even know it 
came from Frankenstein. 
I wish I could study it in 
that formal seminar setting 
instead of just retroactively 
thinking about books that 
have influenced the world, 
their invisible hand work-
ing through culture, and 

wondering why wasn’t this 
on the program. So that’s 
the big one.

You mentioned earlier 
that it took you a while to 
really begin to speak up 
in classes. Did you feel 
pressure from students or 
tutors to talk more? How 
did that process happen?

I honestly wish there 
was more direct support 
for the ‘quiet students.’ I 
think they end up disap-
pearing and leaving, be-
cause they ‘don’t fit in with 
St John’s’. I wish there was 
more support than the tu-
tors, every once in awhile, 
saying, ‘Hey loud people, 
talk less!’ What ended up 
happening with me is, I 
had a tutor intervene. Mrs. 
Stickney pulled me aside 
and in a personal conversa-
tion, she said, “What’s go-
ing on? You almost never 
talk.” She gave me support 
to figure out how to find 
my voice. It didn’t really 
take hold for another year 
or two, but just having had 
someone say, “I can tell you 
have things to contribute,” 
validates that you have 
something to contribute,  
and people coming out of 
high school don’t necessar-
ily have that kind of con-
fidence. Even if it’s just a 
question, even if it’s not the 
smartest thing ever said, 
that validation helps the 
individual eventually bring 
that to the table.

I also had a personal 
conversation with Ms. 
Greer over lunch, and I re-
member her saying, “I feel 
there are all these jewels 
on the table, and they’re all 
sliding off. If all you do is 
grab on to them and keep 
them on the table, that’s 

a service to this seminar.” 
Those personal conversa-
tions outside of class with 
my tutors enabled me to 
redefine what my role in 
the conversation was. I 
often thought if I didn’t 
have something super 
smart or relevant to say, I 
just shouldn’t say it. Or, I 
thought I should wait un-
til there was time to say 
something super smart. So 
having help in discovering 
that there are other ways to 
contribute was sort of the 
key that unlocked me.

And that’s why I was 
quiet. Not because I didn’t 
want to participate - I had 
done the reading, I had 
really thought it through, 
and I had conversations 
prior to class about it. But 
then I got to class, and the 

formalized setting felt as if 
I had to have this beauti-
fully prepared speech in 
order to speak at all, be-
cause it seemed like every-
one else did. But that pro-
cess of gaining the skills of 
seeing the different ways 
I could contribute made a 
big difference in my ability 
to function in the St. John’s 
context, and eventually in-
fluencd public speaking in 
my work now. St John’s, 
and that those tutors sup-
ported me in developing 
that skill, was very impor-
tant to my personal devel-
opment.

Did your experience of 
St John’s match your ex-
pectation? With gradua-
tion a decade behind you, 
what would you say to 
current students, particu-
larly Freshmen? 

Well, I went into 
sophomore year think-
ing I was going to find all 
those ‘stupid Christians’ 
contradicting themselves, 
and I ended up Christian 
instead. [Laughs.] So no, 
it did not give me what I 
expected. [Laughs.] I also 
thought St John’s would 
give me training on how 
to be great, how to be like 
the great authors, how to 
be a great thinker. It ended 
up teaching me how to be 
humble, and to realize that 
the people who were great 
thinkers were also people 
who were just as messed 
up as the rest of us.

The books don’t have 
all the answers.

Yes! I thought some-
body knew what was go-
ing on in the world, and 
I thought the great au-
thors would know it! And 
it turns out, still, nobody 

knows what’s going on. 
And that was something 
very surprising, that we’re 
all just part of the conver-
sation, contributing what 
we can.

On the other hand, I ex-
pected it to give me critical 
thinking skills and a more 
circumspect view of the 
world, and it definitely did. 
And I’m very grateful for 
that.

Mario Moreno is a Sopho-
more at St. John’s College, 
Santa Fe, and can be reached 
at mamoreno@sjc.edu
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“We’re giving people 
the knowledge to grow 
their own food, and to 

live sustainably.”
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By Mario Moreno

As the Holidays draw closer, many events in Santa 
Fe and Albuquerque are available to enjoy now or just 
around the corner. Many of these are free to the public or 
offer discounts for students and teachers.

If you need a break from classes, want to spend some 
time off-campus with friends or significant others, or are 
looking for family-friendly events for the weeks ahead, 
the following are a solid and varied selection of holiday-
themed events to choose from:

LIGHT SHOWS

GLOW: A Winter Lights Event
Location: Santa Fe Botanical Garden
Date/Time: Dec 11, 12, 17-19, 24; 5-8pm
Price:$6 for members, $9 for non-members

A beautiful display of winter-themed lights, with fes-
tive food and beverages to enjoy while you’re there. Also, 
a GLOW retail store, photos with Santa, and live music 
on select nights.

River of Lights
Location: ABQ BioPark Botanic Garden
Date/Time: Now Through Jan 2 (except Dec 24,25,31 

and Jan 1) 6-9:30pm
Price:$12 for adults, $6 for children (3-12)

Albuquerque’s premier light show with over 5000 
sculptures. Local musicians perform every day, and spe-
cial holiday trains pass through the Garden railroad ex-
hibit Wed-Sun until 8:30pm. Shuttle rides available from 
the Zoo to avoid traffic.

Cliff ’s Magical Christmas
Location: Cliff ’s Amusement Park, Albuquerque
Date/Time: Dec 11-13, 18-23, 26-30; 5-9pm
Price: $15

Decorated with over half a million Christmas lights, 
and a 120 foot tall tree names a “Top Tree To Visit” by 
USA Today, Cliff ’s Christmas is indeed magical. Along 
with all the lights you can enjoy amusement park rides 
and festive holiday foods.

MUSIC AND CONCERTS

Santa Fe Concert Band Holiday Concert
Location: Lensic Performing Center
Date/Time: Dec 14, 7pm
Price: FREE

This annual concert continues the Santa Fe tradition 
of free public concerts by volunteer musicians. A special 
Holiday performance will be held Dec 12 at 7pm at the 
Santa Fe Mall Food Court.

Santa Fe Symphony Presents: 
Christmas Treasures 
Location: Lensic Performing Arts Center
Date/Time: Dec 13 4-6pm
Price: $25+

Guest Conductor David Felberg leads the The Santa 
Fe Symphony’s annual afternoon of Christmas favorites, 
including selections of Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker 
Suite, Anderson’s A Christmas Festival, Corelli’s Christ-
mas Concerto, Faith’s Brazilian Sleigh Bells, and more.

Schola 25th Anniversary Christmas Concert
Location: Loretto Chapel
Date/Time: Dec 10, 18, 27: 7:30-8:45pm
Price: $20 adult, $15 student 

The Schola Cantorum of Santa Fe presents their 25th 
Christmas Concert, complete with carols, lullabies and 
Medieval chants of Christmas. They will also be perform-
ing at Christmas in the Palace of the Governors event 
(see below).

STAGE

Aspen Santa Fe Ballet’s The Nutcracker
Location: Lensic Performing Arts Center
Date/Time: Dec 19 2pm, 7:30pm; Dec 20 1pm, 5pm
Price:$25+

A whimsical interpretation of the classic, this magical 
version of The Nutcracker includes ballet, flamenco, Chi-
nese sword dances, and much more.

It’s A Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Play
Location: Santa Fe Playhouse
Date/Time: Dec 13 2-4:30pm; Dec 20 6-8:30pm; Dec 

24 3-5:30pm
Price: $20 adult, $15 student/teacher

In the style of 1940’s radio shows, a five-person cast 
tells the story of George Bailey and Bedford Falls, sup-
plying their own sound effects to create a delightful ver-
sion of a beloved holiday classic.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Christmas at the Palace of the Governors
Location: Palace of the Governors
Date/Time: Dec 11 5:30-8pm
Price: FREE

Donations of non-perishable food are welcome to this 
annual community event. In addition to hot cider, live 
music, and piñatas is the chance to operate an antique 
printing press, or visit Mr. and Mrs. Claus.

Las Posadas
Location: Palace of the Governors
Date/Time: Dec 13 5-8pm
Price: FREE

This annual candlelit procession travels around Santa 
Fe Plaza to the Palace Courtyard, recreating Mary and 
Joseph’s search for a place to give birth to the Baby Jesus. 
A distinct version of an old Hispanic tradition, with car-
ols, cookies, and refreshments at the Palace Courtyard.

Ice Skating at Civic Plaza
Location: Civic Plaza, Albuquerque
Date: Now through Jan 3 (Closed Monday and Tues-

day); Wed-Fri 4-8pm, Sat-Sun 12-8pm
Price: FREE admission, ice skate rental $3

Enjoy the festive holiday atmosphere in Downtown 
Albuquerque in a family-friendly environment. Note: 
skates with toe picks are not allowed on the synthetic ice 
surface.

Mario Moreno is a Sophomore at St. John’s College, Santa Fe. 
He can be reached at mamoreno@sjc.edu

Holiday Events In Albuquerque and Santa Fe!
Why not enjoy the holidays in New Mexico this winter break?

Tutor Stars in Breakout Musical Directed by Alumnus

River of Lights extends the Holiday Magic beyond just Santa. Here, a stegosaurus lights up the scene! Safari ani-
mals are also included in the show, among many other beautiful surprises. 

The Devil is a humorous character who shows up to mock 
the  procession  of Las Posadas.

In one humorous scene, Tutor Grant Franks is tied up with 
Christmas lights - a feat accomplished through the team-
work of Captain Hook, Rumpelstiltskin, and (as pictures 

above) Scrooge.
Grant Franks (far right) and his wife Martha 
Franks (far left) play Mr. and Mrs. Hatchett.

The musical “A Carol of Christmas” was shown Friday, December 
4th through Sunday, December 6th at Warehouse 21 in the Santa 
Fe Railyard, and was directed by alumnus Roy Rogosin (SFGI09). 

Another alumnus, Eric Fricke (SF14), provided keyboard accompa-
niment for the delightful, family-friendly feature.

The plot centers around a man named Charles Dickens IV who is 
struggling to make a name for himself as a writer. With the help of 

some of his favorite childhood characters, he is finally able to get out 
of his slump and create a masterpiece.  

Pictured above are some of the  whimsical characters of the show, in-
cluding Captain Hook,  Peter Pan, Alice from Alice in Wonderland, 

and Dorothy from the Wizard of Oz. 

 



By Kalysta Fern

Beware, Holiday cheer 
comes in different forms 
for everyone. For some 
of us, that special feeling 
comes with the annual 
decoration of the family 
Christmas tree, or buying 
presents for loved ones. 
Others feel it when watch-
ing Christmas movies.

However, I am not one 
of these people. Rather 
than compile a list of 
Christmas classics filled 
with thinly-veiled bore-
dom and cynicism, I have 
chosen to write about a 
different genre of film, one 
that fills me, personally, 
with a true sense of holiday 
cheer: movies about space. 
Here, my friends and fel-
low Johnnies, is a collection 
of truly spectacular, mind-
blowing space movies to 
enhance your winter break. 
Happy Holidays!

THE MARTIAN 
(2015, Matt Damon, Jes-
sica Chastain)

Man’s relationship to 
the cosmos is-- and per-
haps always has been-- a 
source of introspection, 
and even existential terror. 
Most space movies thus 
revolve around the demons 
inside of us, reflected by 
the void around us. The 
Martian (2015) is a must-
see movie if only because 
it turns this standard on its 

head; I have never seen a 
comedy about space before, 
and I don’t expect to again.

 Matt Damon stars 
as Mark Watney, a botanist 
marooned on Mars after a 
mission goes awry. The rest 
of the film chronicles his 
struggle to survive on a des-
olate planet, and the efforts 
of his fellow astronauts and 
his home planet to save 
him from a slow and seem-
ingly inevitable death. One 
might expect the movie 
to become a deeply-felt 
meditation on solitude and 
uncertainty, but it merely 
touches on these emotions. 
Instead, the viewer finds 
him/herself watching an 
action-comedy-- which 
happens, occasionally, to 
be suspenseful, heartbreak-
ing, and triumphant. Make 
no mistake: it’s very, very 
silly (for example: Don-
ald Glover, perhaps better 
known as Childish Gam-
bino, cameos as an irrever-
ent boy-genius who ulti-
mately saves Watney, and 
there is a montage set to 
David Bowie’s Starman).

 However, there is 
never a sense of real dan-
ger. Watney’s inexplicably 
glib attitude, combined 
with the film’s frequent 
deus ex machinas, re-

quires that the last act be 
as outrageous as possible. 
The emotional payoff is 
nonexistent. The action is 
boring. One becomes less 
willing to forgive, and all 
the film’s numerous flaws-- 
the slick depiction of space 
travel, heavy reliance on 
CGI-- become sadly obvi-
ous. Nonetheless, director 
Ridley Scott (Alien) has 
officially made the funniest 
movie about space, and one 
cannot help but applaud 
him for that feat alone. 

THE MAN WHO 
FELL TO EARTH 
(1976)

One watches The Man 
Who Fell to Earth as if 
through a layer of gauze. 
Nothing is clear, yet every-
thing is striking. It defies 
description, even as it in-
vites analysis. It’s truly one 
of the most unique movies 
ever made.

The film is most famous 
for its star, David Bowie, 
who gives a standout per-
formance as the enigmatic 
Thomas Newton, an alien 
visiting earth from a dying 
planet. Newton makes mil-
lions as an inventor, before 
the debauchery and deca-
dence of the human race 
overtakes him. It’s at once 
heartbreaking and chill-
ing. It’s also a polarizing 
experience; viewers seem 
to either love it or hate it. 
Regardless, its gorgeous 

portrayal of solitude and 
alienation render this film 
absolutely unforgettable.

 Bonus: Legend 
has it that David Bowie 
subsisted solely on ciga-
rettes, whole milk and co-
caine during the process of 
filming. 

EUROPA REPORT 
(2013)

 There’s little re-
spect, in general, for hor-
ror; and found-footage 
horror movies perhaps 
have a worse rep than the 
rest of the genre. Two of 
the most important facets 
of film-making are timing 
and setting, and their im-
portance is magnified in 
horror films. Europa Re-

port succeeds magnificent-
ly in each of these regards: 
taut and claustrophobic, 
it is a true found-footage 
gem. It’s also a refreshing 
film, with little of the per-
sonal baggage and tacked-
on emotional subplots that 
made recent sci-fi ventures 
Gravity (2013) and Inter-
stellar (2014) so top-heavy 
and wearisome. There is a 
true air of scientific discov-
ery present throughout. 

 Bonus: Many clas-
sic space movies take the 
form of three hour epics; in 
comparison the 90-minute 
Europa Report is a delec-
table and bite-sized little 
snack. 

MOON (2009)
 
Blue-collar astronaut 

Sam Bell (Sam Rockwell) 
has just two weeks left 
harvesting lunar energy 
before he can return home 
to his beautiful wife and 
child. Unfortunately, time 
just isn’t what it used to 
be. Strange things start to 
happen around the ship, 
culminating in the appear-
ance of an identical Sam 
Bell following the first’s in-
volvement in a rover acci-
dent. This interloper claims 
to be a clone; stranger still, 
he claims that our original 
Sam Bell is no more real 
than he.

 The ethereal CGI 
creates an atmosphere 
reminiscent of a fairy-
tale-- think space gothic. 
Pretty and strange, one 
emerges from this movie 
with more questions than 
answers, but that does not 
diminish the winding, lab-
yrinthine sense of mystery 
that director Duncan Jones 
weaves.

 The jury’s out on 
whether this movie is 
good, mediocre, or terrible, 
but it certainly wasn’t great. 
There is a lot of poten-
tial present here, but one 
guesses that Jones was not 
willing to take the neces-
sary risk to make this film 
memorable. At one hour 
and thirty-seven minutes, 
it’s not merely succinct; 
rather, it’s too short for its 
own good.

 Moon nods, variously, 
to Solaris and 2001: A 
Space Odyssey. As a result, 
this reviewer personally 
spent quite a lot of time 
wishing she were watching 
one of those masterpieces, 
rather than this strange 
and abortive venture. 

Kalysta Fern is a Freshman 
at St. John’s College, Santa 
Fe. She can be reached at  
krfern@sjc.edu

Page 4                                                                                ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT                                                             DECEMBER, 2015

Holiday Special: 
Space Movies!

Holiday Gift Guide 
to the St. John’s College BookstoreMOVIE CORNER: 

By Cecilia Kirkpatrick

This easy molasses cookie recipe has been in my father’s side of the family for quite 
some time, having been passed down from my grandmother. It is a variation of the typi-
cal ginger cookie recipe. My cousins and I make these cookies whenever I go visit them 
in southern Ohio; at home my father and I make them for any occasion, but especially 
during the holidays.

Makes about 20 cookies, plus leftover dough for tasting.

Ingredients:
2 cups flour
1 cup sugar
1 tsp cinnamon
1 tsp ginger
1 tsp baking soda
1 egg
2/3 cup vegetable oil
3 tbsp molasses (but be generous about it)

Preheat oven to 350°F. In one bowl mix together the dry ingredients: flour, sugar, 
cinnamon, ginger, and baking soda. In another larger bowl mix together the wet in-
gredients: the egg, oil and molasses. (Remember that too much molasses is better than 
too little.) Gradually fold the dry ingredients into the wet, about one third of the dry 
mixture at a time, until a dough both moist and kneadable is formed. Set aside a small 
bowl of sugar; take a chunk of dough about the size of a golf ball and roll it in your 
palms, then roll it in the sugar before placing it on the cookie sheet. Repeat until all of 
the dough is either used or eaten. With the bottom of a glass or cup, gently press on each 
ball of dough to slightly flatten it. Bake for 11-12 minutes, or until

Enjoy!

Cecilia Kirkpatrick is a Freshman at St. John’s College, Santa Fe. She can be reached at  
CEKirkpatrick@sjc.edu

Holiday Cookie Recipe

By Siena Powers and Samantha Ardoin

Are you searching for the perfect gift for 
your loved ones this holiday? Are you ner-
vous about your adequacy as a gift-giver? 
Do you doubt your ability to find the gift 
that will truly acquiesce with their soul? I 
know you do, it’s a common fear. But don’t 
fret, or despair! For within the friendly 
bounds of The St. John’s College bookstore, 
you can satisfy all your needs. Whether it 
be the wholesome and profound gift for 
your gold-souled aunt, or the virtuously 
mediocre but sensational present for your 
bronze-souled brother, this gift guide to 
the bookstore is here to help you navigate 
your gift-giving anxiety no matter what 
kind of soul you are buying for. 

1. The Philosopher King: they don’t need 
anything, but if you feel so inclined, they 
might accept your soul. 

2. The Gold Soul:  The Gold Soul is de-
ceivingly easy to shop for. All you need to 
do is buy something that seems to be en-
lightened and slightly above you. The Gold 
Soul is most likely going to love whatever 
you give them, and ultimately not need it, 
so don’t worry too much about this one. 
For example, the Socrates Candle or Bud-
dha hand puppet would both make excel-
lent gifts. If you’re going for something a 
little more silly, perhaps Mathematics and 
Art: a Cultural History by Lynn Gamwell, 
or something even more silly, The Complete 
Works of Plato. 

3.The Silver Soul: The Silver Soul gen-
erally wants something that is balanced 
between being useful and interesting.  For 

this soul type, perhaps give them some-
thing that will bring out their inner child, 
for example The Brothers Grimm Color-
ing book or the Dali pop-up book. I would 
also suggest a book of poetry. Everyone 
knows that, although Gold Souls know 
better than to read a poet, Silver Souls 
tend to be more confused. Perhaps they 
are still caught in the myth that beauty is 
real. Look to Federico Garcia Lorca, or 
Sylvia Plath to raise the holiday spirits. 

4. The Bronze Soul: The Bronze Soul is 
more complex to please. They tend to be 
a bit more temperamental, and may ac-
tually think that they “want” things or 
“need” them. They may have trouble being 
organized, so perhaps they would enjoy 
the lovely “Passport to Hell” Notebook 
or some “I Love Books” pins or bumper 
stickers so that they can make sure other 
people know they are smart (I have one of 
those pins, so no judgment). 

5. The Rebel Soul: Slingshot Planner. 
Kurt Vonnegut Candle. The Second Sex or 
Giovanni’s Room, because what?! There 
are women and people of color that write 
books!? A stolen Johnnie Chair is always 
a winner.  Or anything that’s not a book. 

Siena Powers is a Sophomore at St. John’s 
College, Santa Fe. She can be reached at  si-
ena.p73@gmail.com

Samantha Ardoin is a Senior at St. John’s 
College, Santa Fe. She can be reached at slar-
doin@sjc.edu

Cecilia and her cousin making Holiday Cookies.
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By Samantha Ardoin

New, accurate dates for 
zodiac signs are in italics, af-
ter the traditional dates. Will 
you choose to read your tradi-
tional sign or will you choose 
based on the factual reality? 
It’s up to you. 

Aries 
(March 21 - April 20) 

(April 18 - May 13)
As the sun is less able to 

transfer its energy to you 
during the winter months, 
your adventurous nature 
may be focused into less 
dynamic endeavors, such 
as hanging up Christmas 
lights. While not as dan-
gerous as your usual dare-
devil activities, take care to 
not electrocute yourself or 
fall off any ladders. How-
ever, if such an accident 
does occur, be sure to milk 
it for all its worth at the 
following Christmas party. 

Taurus 
(April 21 - May 21) 

(May 13 - June 21)
The Holiday season is 

the time for you to shine, 
dear Taurus! The joy that 
being around your family 
brings you, the safety and 
warmth of your home, and 
the excessive amount of 
presents you will get will 
satisfy your every desire. 
Go ahead and indulge!

Gemini 
(May 22 - June 21) 

( June 21 - July 20)
Gemini, I know that 

the Holiday season can be 
a hard time for you. But if 
you can remember to be 
witty without being exclu-
sive, you’ll avoid offending 
all your less witty neigh-
bors, friends, and family. 
Your inconsistent skills at 
gift-giving tend to make 
others feel left out, so if you 
put more effort into giving 
all of your family mem-
bers the best gift possible, 
which is really just emo-
tional and mental presence 
in their lives, then you’ll 
successfully evade any dis-

putes that may arise. Make 
sure to drink a lot of hot 
chocolate and bake a lot 
of homemade gingerbread 
cookies, as making holi-
day foods with your family 
always gives you more joy 
than you allow yourself to 
recognize.  

Cancer 
( June 22 - July 22) ( July 

20 - August 10)
The most difficult part 

of the winter break will 
be the very end of it. You 
will not want to leave 
your family to return to 
St. John’s. Prepare yourself 
for this in advance by re-
minding yourself of how 
little you wanted to 
even leave St. John’s 
in the first place be-
cause you would miss 
your friends so much. 
Really, you are a very 
clingy person – you 
should also remem-
ber that others need 
their space, much 
more space than you 
ever need. Maintain-
ing healthy boundar-
ies this holiday season 
will be very impor-
tant. But it’s also ap-
propriate to indulge 
in your loving, emo-
tional nature during 
gift-opening ceremonies, 
around the dinner table, 
and during any other holi-
day traditions. Perhaps it 
would be best to go all-out 
during these moments, but 
then remember to let oth-
ers cool off for a bit after-
wards. During those times, 
you can perfect the holiday 
drinks and desserts, or add 
more ribbons to any of the 
gifts you haven’t yet given.   

Leo ( July 23 - August 
23) (August 10 - September 
16)

Your bossiness will 
come out full-force this 
holiday season. But that’s 
okay, as others in your fam-
ily will appreciate being led 
by you, as long as you can 
laugh at yourself and for-
give them when they break 

an ornament or burn the 
holiday feast. Throw any 
excess energy into your 
creative endeavors. Why 
not make a homemade 
gift, or just make the en-
tire holiday feast yourself ? 
Then you don’t even have 
to bother with bossing 
people around. Be gener-
ous not only in action, but 
in word – when someone 
disagrees with your politi-
cal opinions, it may be best 
to remember that refusing 
to argue is another kind of 
gift to give. 

Virgo 
(August 24 - September 

22) (September 16 - August 
30)

It would be best for you 
to lay low this holiday sea-
son. Indulge in your own 
quiet, shy nature by al-
lowing yourself to observe 
the unfolding of winter. 
Make sure to enjoy those 
private pleasures, like the 
crunching of snow under 
your boots, or your favor-
ite Christmas song on the 
radio. If you can, avoid vol-
unteering to cook any holi-
day foods and make sure 
to get your shopping done 
way ahead of time – this 
will save you the unneces-
sary worry and self-criti-
cism that will erupt when 
you’re under pressure.    

Libra 
(September 23 - Octo-

ber 22) (October 30 - No-
vember 23)

Libra, you’ll be in your 
element this holiday sea-
son. Practice your diplo-
macy by working out fam-
ily disputes, indulge your 
romantic and sociable na-
ture by being the elegant 
life of the party, and feed 
your idealism by watching 
unrealistic holiday movies. 
Try to plan a party while 
you still can, and send out 
as many holiday greeting 
cards as possible – these 
things will make you even 
happier. 

Scorpio 
(October 23 - Novem-

ber 21) (November 23 - 29)
Dear friend, there is no 

need for you to be jealous 
of other people’s presents! 
Why not ask for a ton of 
gift cards or cash and just 
buy your presents yourself ? 
That way, you’ll avoid the 
disappointment that awaits 
you when you fail to de-
scribe your most secret de-
sires to others. Your desires 
are really nothing to be 
ashamed of; you just tend 
to be very secretive. I sup-
pose you could reveal what 
you really want to Santa, at 
least, if not your mother. 
Why not write a letter to 
Santa, even if you don’t cel-
ebrate Christmas, and send 
it to the North Pole? That 
way, you can at least figure 

out what you really want, 
and then when your mom 
asks you, you can give her a 
real answer.     

Ophiuchus 
(November 29 - Decem-

ber 17)
Be careful if you choose 

to visit your home this hol-
iday season, as it is likely 
that you will let your flam-
boyance get the best of you. 
You will most likely try to 
leave Santa a kale salad 
instead of a plate of cook-
ies, but be forewarned that 
Santa does not take such 
imprudence lightly.  

Sagittarius 
(November 22 

- December 21) 
(December 17 - 
January 20)

Oh boy. Be wary 
about your words, 
dear Sagittarius. 
Your honesty tends 
to get the best of 
you, especially dur-
ing the Holiday 
season. If grand-
pa’s new wife isn’t 
to your liking, it’s 
best you zip your 
lip. On the other 
hand telling people 
how much you love 
them comes easily 

to you, so indulge in that. 
Write some really heart-
warming notes inside your 
Holiday greeting, and send 
them to everyone. You 
could even hand-draw your 
greeting cards – that’ll get 
the tears flowing, at least 
from your mom. And if 
you can, you should totally 
go out and cut down a real 
tree to decorate. Your jo-
vial nature will relieve the 
stress that usually accom-
panies such an outing.  

Capricorn 
(December 22 - January 

20) ( January 20 - February 
16)

Capricorn, nothing I 
can tell you will change 
your holiday season. It’s 
all up to you. Whatever 
you feel on the ride home 

will govern the rest of the 
holiday. One thing that 
would be best for you to 
remember, however, is to 
have patience. Then again, 
not going home is always 
an option, and it’s probably 
the best. Just mail all your 
presents.  

Aquarius 
( January 20 - February 

19) (February 16 - March 
11)

You are in for a treat! 
Santa’s reindeer will swoop 
down and take you for a 
ride on Christmas eve! 
Santa is full of interesting 
stories, and he’s also a time 
traveler, so you’ll still be 
able to get a great night’s 
sleep after he drops you 
back off at home, and you 
slide down that chimney. 
So make sure to clean your 
chimney ahead of time! It’s 
going to be awesome!

Pisces 
(February 20 - March 

20) (March 11 - April 18)
Don’t forget yourself 

this holiday season. You’ll 
probably land yourself in 
some serious credit card 
debt if you do. While your 
compassion is extremely 
admirable, you really don’t 
need to spend that much 
money on other people. 
They’ll love you just as 
much, even if their present 
was only $20. But do make 
sure to buy yourself a little 
something while you’re out 
shopping for others, even if 
it’s just a box of chocolates. 
You really do deserve it.

Samantha Ardoin is a Senior 
at St. John’s College, Santa 
Fe. She can be reached at 
slardoin@sjc.edu

Christmas Horoscopes: A Little Notice On 
How Your Holidays Will Go

Comic by Cecilia Kirkpatrick (‘19)

(Cont. from, Down the 
Road in New Mexico: Chaco 
Canyon, Pg. 1)

...and in its time could 
contain thousands of peo-
ple. The veil of Time now 
obscures those thousands, 
instead leaving the gran-
deur of the architecture 
intact, but I think they are 
there, in some way, all the 
same, sitting in the huge 
kivas, taking shelter in the 
rooms, peeping out from 
the other side of massy 
square windows. Every site 
in Chaco Canyon closes at 
sunset; I was there just as 
the sun began to disappear 
over the horizon. Ostensi-
bly, the closing time is there 
to protect the monuments, 
but I believe it’s there to 
protect us. An eerie feel-
ing came over me as the 
buildings began to glow 
in the sun, in that surreal 
hour before the dusk when 
all colors burst out strong, 
sharp against the contrast 
of their shadows. 

The Chacoans who built 
this place, I think are not 
really gone; they are sim-
ply away, hiding behind 
the canyon walls, or rest-
ing in the still-unexcavated 
ground floors of Pueblo 
Bonito. I am speaking part-
ly in parables or metaphors 

here, but there is simply 
no other way to describe 
the feeling of mystical vi-
vacity that Chaco Canyon 
exudes. The Chacoan cul-
ture went behind the Veil 
of Time hundreds of years 
before the first white men 
ever came to America, but 
tribes such as the Hopi, the 
Puebloans, and the Dine 
still hold Chaco Canyon 
sacred. The place, in spite 
of (or perhaps because of?) 
its remote location and 
harsh natural environment, 
contains tremendous pow-
er. Chaco Canyon is the 
center of a vast network of 
roads on which pilgrims 
would move to get to this 
American Mecca. I won-
der if now, the Chacoans 
are hastening back along 
these roads—or perhaps 
they have been back for 
some time now, and move 
about the houses, invisible 
to us.

A last occurrence as I 
was leaving the Canyon 
struck me as odd. I was 
driving out and stopped 
the car, and to my left 
stood a large, solitary male 
elk, as if lost, in the middle 
of the canyon, amidst the 
tall prairie grass. The wind 
was still silent. I turned 
off my car. Elk are appar-

ently rare in Chaco and 
I hadn’t expected to see 
any wildlife, but there he 
was—staring at me. I made 
a move to open my car 
door and he bounded off; I 
don’t know where he went 
to, or where there was to 
go, and he seemed to van-
ish far too quickly into the 
grass. For a moment, that 
elk and I were the only two 
living things in sight, and 
perhaps I shouldn’t have 
made much of him, but I 
did. Why was he watching 
me? Who had sent him? I 
felt suddenly, as I have at 
times in the night in the 
mountains of Arizona, that 
suddenly the landscape 
had turned on me, was 
now hostile to me—and 
suddenly I was in a hurry 
to be gone.

If you go to Chaco Can-
yon, I advise you to treat 
that place with the utmost 
respect. The stones there 
have a way of making you 
superstitious.

Alex Bindrim is a Senior at 
St. John’s College, Santa Fe. 
He can be reached at atbin-
drim@sjc.edu

Exploring Chaco Canyon
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The Moon 
Editorial Policy

The Moon is the independent student publication of St. John’s College, Santa Fe. Its goal is 
to provide a forum to serve the entire community—students, faculty, staff, and administration.

All opinions expressed in The Moon are the opinions of the writers themselves.  Unsigned 
editorials represent the majority view of the editorial board and do not necessarily represent the 
opinions of St. John’s College, Santa Fe.  Editorials representing individual opinions will be 
signed by the writer.  

Contributions to The Moon in the form of suggestions, written submissions, and other art-
work are encouraged by the staff.  Submissions must be signed and The Moon reserves the right 
to edit contributed material to follow professional journalism standards.  

The Editor-in-Chief bears prime responsibility for the contents of each issue.  

The Moon is getting a new coat of paint next semester, so new that it might not 
even be The Moon anymore. Not only are we members of the Editorial Board add-
ing new roles, updating our article-writing guidelines and handbook, and attempting 
to produce more articles dedicated to current events and opinions, but we are literally 
renaming The Moon. A survey will be distributed via student email and surveymonkey 
in January. 

Why the rapid change? Well, if you haven’t noticed, The Moon has never really 
been taken seriously by the student body, at least not in the last four years – even the 
hardworking journalists that comprise The Moon have struggled to take it seriously, 
to the point of failing to complete articles by given deadlines, so on and so forth until 
reaching the point of apathy and journalistic failure to launch. It’s been pretty dismal. 

But did you see that last issue we came out with? It was beyond rad! It was chock 
full of serious, interesting, compelling, well-written, thoughtful, and dare I say al-
most radical journalism. It was an oasis in the desert of our own political stagnation; 
it is hard to deny that Johnnies have a lot of opinions about the program, but when 
it comes to acting on those opinions we tend to throw our hands in the air and say, 
“Don’t ask me, I’m not the Magnanimous man! I’m the contemplative man!” or, in 
more contemporary terms, “Ain’t nobody got time for that!” But come on, you know 
you have time for voicing an opinion on the goings-on here at St. John’s, as you voice 
them every day. I’ve heard you do it. 

That’s why we are going to start recording you, and uploading your oral blurbs to 
our website. (Don’t worry, we will ask your permission first!) Also, did you even know 
we have a website? It’s sjcmoon.com, and while it’s full of old articles from the past six 
years, it’s beginning to become a place that holds brand new articles as well, especially 
timely movie reviews and restaurant reviews. But back to the point, not only are we 
planning on branching out our journalism in the physical paper and on our website, 
but we desire to incorporate recordings, both visual and auditory, into our schemes for 
world domination – I mean, student discussion. 

To make our rebranding efforts worthwhile, we need your help. Calling all students 
who have an opinion about something, want to get to know their surroundings a bit 
better, or want to cover the news as it is happening right now on campus and in the 
world! Let’s come together to make this a better newspaper. We need journalists on all 
fronts to keep this momentum going. 

Looking forward to another semester of newfound energy, 
-The Moon
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Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor,

 I want to talk about virginity, from the P.O.V of a concerned and constantly 
frustrated virgin. Coming to college, it’s easy to get caught up in the notion that by 
this point you should have had sex, or if you haven’t you should and should be having 
sex. There is a lot of talk about the notion that virginity is only a societal construct, but 
for that to be true we must all play some role in enforcing it, we are all a part of the 
society.
 The social climate of this campus is not shy when it comes to casual sex – and 
I personally don’t believe there’s anything wrong with casual sex. However, I do think 
that for the most part casual sex is 50% attraction to the person and 50% desire for a 
body to sleep with. What this can do, in conjunction with virginity, is create the no-
tion that the first time having sex is 50% feeling you’re  attractive and 50% feeling like 
you’re only an object. In my opinion, this should not be the case. Having sex can be 
liberating, it can allow you to learn to love yourself, to see that not only are you attrac-
tive but also that you are entitled to do whatever you want with your body. But what 
does it take to get to this point? Is it possible or even realistically attainable to reach 
this point on a campus full of sex fiends only out for their own satisfaction ?
 I think, perhaps falsely, of sex as a form of actualization as a human being. Sex 
is natural, right? It’s a part of the human experience and we’re one of the few mam-
mals that do it for the sake of pleasure, all puns intended. Yet the problem with think-
ing that sex is a form of actualization - by breaking the virginity barrier and opening 
yourself up to a part of life that has been previously inaccessible (i.e. having all of the 
sex) - forces the idea of remaining a virgin as being unactualized: there’s a part of your 
humanity that you haven’t yet fulfilled. In some ways it seems that there is a life barrier 
imposed by maintaining your virginity: there are conversations you can’t be a part of, 
stories you can’t relate to because you haven’t acquired the experience. There is a way in 
which you’ll always be behind. Does this mean that I am somehow that much less of a 
legitimate human being because I’m still a virgin?
 And what about if you aren’t just heteronormative and worried about how 
the opposite sex will see you? I, for example, find the idea of having sex with a woman 
more palatable and less frightening than having sex with a man; though there is no 
bias in my attraction to either gender (I just like people, monogamously). But isn’t 
having a sexual encounter with a woman equal on the losing your virginity scale to 
having a sexual encounter with a man? It can’t simply be about “popping your cherry” 
(if you’re a biologically female participant) right? Sex with a woman or sex with a man 
involves intimacy and exposing both literally and metaphorically a part of you that 
maybe you’ve never shared with anyone before.
 My big problem, I think, brings us back to the 50/50 equation of casual sex: it 
feels like something is being given up by allowing the fact of being a body to have sex 
with, something that infringes upon the idea of being sexually attractive. I genuinely 
don’t believe that I will ever be sexually attractive to someone, and not simply for the 
sake of being a body but for the sake of being desired for the sake of myself. I have 
had three encounters where sex was on the table: instance one involved a long-term 
romantic partner who made it feel as if I owed him sex because we were in a relation-
ship; instance two illegitimated me feeling sexually attractive because I was clearly 
only being fetishized – I was attractive not in my own right but because I fulfilled 
a fantasy that had nothing to do with me; and instance three left me feeling strung 
along emotionally when really the only intent on behalf of the guy was to have sex 
with me. Society has made me feel like because I want it to be more- because I want to 
feel sexually desirable for the sake of myself and not simply as a part of the collective 
mass of sexually desirable beings – it’s my own fault that I’m still a virgin. Because the 
fact of the matter is that I’m not frigid, I’m not anti-casual sex, I just want a genuine 
connection – even if it’s momentary. The fact that I’m still a virgin isn’t a crime, and I 
shouldn’t be made to feel like it is.
 Our campus is hypersensitive to sexual abuse, to making sure people feel safe 
in their sexual choices and protecting all parties involved – but I think it’s important 
to remind everyone, not just those who aren’t so sexually active, that virgin-shaming 
can be just as painful as slut-shaming, that not being sexually active is okay the same 
way having all the sex you want is okay as long as it’s your choice. I don’t want to put 
virginity on a pedestal because we all know that’s the wrong move – virginity should 
mean whatever the virgin in question wants it to mean and it’s nobody’s right to os-
tracize or tease the individual, no matter the sanctity or lack thereof we assign virgin-
ity with. I clearly have no experience with the act, but I’ve heard the best thing about 
becoming sexually active is learning that you can desire yourself, that you don’t have to 
self-objectify or be objectified. I’m not waiting for prince charming, for marriage, or 
even for the perfect stranger. Honestly, I don’t even know what I’m waiting for. But I’d 
love to feel like I’m on a campus where my waiting is just as legitimate as my room-
mate or my friend having a constant stream of sexual partners. It’s a two sided coin, 
isn’t it?

Sincerely,
Anonymous

Dear Anonymous,

 I agree with everything you said in your last paragraph, and I recognize that 
other people are hurtfully judging you for your own sexual preferences –  but it’s not 
helping at all for you to judge them so harshly in return. I know you don’t want to 
judge those who engage in casual sex, but you are doing it anyway. I don’t think it’s 
fair to call this “a campus full of sex fiends only out for their own fulfillment.” While I 
haven’t exactly been “on the market” for almost three years now, and I was clearly never 
a “sex fiend,” I remember being a freshman on the lookout for my own fulfillment. 
But what does it mean to be fulfilled? What does it mean to be actualized? How can 
the desire to be fulfilled be wrong, but the desire to be actualized be right? Why are 
we even imposing morality words like “should” on this? You recognize that the word 
“virginity” is problematic, but you continue to use it throughout your letter, and then 
impose even further complex, undefined vocabulary that further confuses any reader, 
including you.  
 I also don’t think it’s helpful to think about sex with a hypothetical man or 
woman – it’s not rooted in the reality of life. This isn’t a moment where the books and 
their abstractions can help us. Sex isn’t a time when philosophy books are important 
anymore, except insofar as they can be used as seductive rhetoric. I’m most interested 
in the three encounters that you describe. The encounters were unfulfilling because 
those involved weren’t attracted to you, but to some idea of you. It wasn’t just any idea 
of you, but an idea that apparently had nothing to do with you. It wasn’t just that they 
had a false idea of who you were, but that they weren’t interested in getting to know 
you any better – they weren’t interested in getting to know you at all. I should think 
that it is your fault that you’ve never had sex with anyone – it’s your choice, and if you 
don’t want to have sex with someone who isn’t interested in who you really are, besides 
who you look like on the outside, then that ought to be your decision. There’s just no 
need to voice it in terms of “virginity,” no need to shame yourself, and really no need 
for others to judge you either, as it only reveals their own insecurities about their own 
sexual activity. 
 However, it may be important to ask yourself “Why am I not having a genuine 
connection with anyone right now?” instead of “Why am I still a virgin?” It’s not really 
sex that it sounds like you’re really concerned with, but an intimate relationship that is, 
inherently, a genuine connection. You say you don’t know what you’re waiting for, but 
then you do – it’s this genuine connection, whatever that means. It’s not worth it to be 
cynical about it for a second. Eventually, as impossible as it may seem right now, you 
will have a genuine connection with someone who is interested in you in your entirety 
– but there will always be moments, even with that person, where you are only being 
looked at as an object, and you will also have moments where you realize your own 
limitations of your knowledge about that person. 

(See, Letters to the Editor Continued., Page 7)
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By Bryanna Briley

Sometimes I can’t even walk past mirrors or glass 
doors, anything really that would show me a reflection 
of myself, because I just can’t bear the weight of being 
different, of being looked at or looked past because I’m 
different, particularly because it wasn’t my choice to be 
different in this way. I am fat, I’m not very pretty, I had 

bad skin and stretch marks – but the reason I feel most 
unattractive is because I’m black and oftentimes I feel like 
I don’t have a chance with whoever my crush of the week 
is, or that I won’t even be looked at as someone a per-
son could conceivably be attracted to. The larger question 
here is why, as a person raised in America, do I feel like I 
must instinctually resort to my race as the reason. At the 
same time, given the multiform reactions my first article 
received, how do I talk about race without attacking any-
one or sounding like a victim? How do I protect myself 
while stamping my face directly in the crosshairs? 

It is interesting how the pieces of life fall together in 
ways that are alarmingly poignant. I had already intended 
to write this second article with respect to race and the 
element of appeal. I was scrolling through yik-yak, an app 
where one can anonymously post whatever they want, 
with these messages being made viewable by people in 
their location who are also using the app, when I found 
the discourse in the above and following pictures.                                                                                                 

If someone can explain to me how, as a black woman 
who has experienced racism, I am expected to talk about 
race impersonally, I would appreciate the advice because I 
have no idea how to accomplish that. I am not complain-
ing. I would like to lay out some clarifications: racism is 
defined as “any action, intentional or unintentional, that 
is based on race or skin color and that subordinates an 
individual or group based on skin color or race.” What is 
the difference in saying a girl is really good-looking ver-
sus saying a “really good looking black girl”? The second 
phrasing, perhaps unintentionally, subordinates the race 
to gender. Moreover, “Individual racism consists of overt 
acts by individuals that cause death, injury, destruction 
of property, or denial of services or opportunity. Institu-
tional racism involves polices, practices, and procedures 
that have a disproportionately negative effect on racial 
minorities’ access to and quality of goods, services, and 
opportunities. Systemic racism is the value system that is 

embedded in a society that supports and allows discrimi-
nation.” There is no such thing as “natural attraction,” 
because the general belief that a lighter skinned body is 
more attractive than a darker skinned body is embedded 
in our society, which does not make it any more justified 
of a bias on this campus. Consider the following state-
ment: “I would never date a black person.” Everyone has 
preferences and is entitled to them, but the active exclu-
sion of one race nourishes the idea that it’s okay to ac-
tively discriminate against a specific race.

Calling someone racist is not immature. The stigma 
of difference still exists, and is particularly evident with 
respect to race. One argument for why some white people 
don’t look at black people is that they feel like they can’t, 
because in general it can be difficult to look at someone 
different without ogling their differences. Some white 
people feel like they have to “place their stake” in the con-
versation about race but that simply isn’t true, we can’t 
let it be true because that act puts a barrier in how we 
address racism, especially on our campus. Everyone is en-
titled to their beliefs and their voice deserves to be heard 
and needs to be heard in order for us to make any prog-
ress within our community that is beneficial for everyone, 

regardless of race. 
I am not blaming my problems on racism. I am fully 

aware of the fact that I am not the only one who feels 
ostracized on this campus, that the reason people don’t 
look at me or acknowledge my existence could be because 
I’m quiet or awkward. But this doesn’t invalidate my ar-
gument in talking about race, because even in the hypo-
thetical universe where racism doesn’t exist at St. John’s 

talking about race is still worth talking 
about. Nor did I say anything about 
feeling invisible with respect to men on 
campus: I feel universally invisible, not 
just to potential romantic partners but 
to anyone. Institutional racism has in-
grained in some people the notion that 
it’s okay to strip race from the equation, 
so even if I conceded that being black is 
a part of my unattractiveness, it isn’t the 

only part. Similarly, my white introverted friends are still 
fairing better than I am with acknowledgment within 
this community- so my introvertedness alone would not 
suffice to justify my invisibility.

While it is true that interracial dating is becoming 
more commonplace, exoticism and fetishism still exist. 
The most basic sense of exoticism is finding someone ap-
pealing because of how unusual they are, generally with 
the connotation of being affiliated with foreignness (i.e. a 
foreign country). Fetishism, on the other hand, is a sexual 
behavior gratifying a specific object, activity, or feature to 
an abnormal degree. To fetishize or to exoticize strips a 
person of their full personhood by marveling upon some 
aspect of them as if it were the only aspect. In a past ro-
mantic encounter a few years ago I was led me to believe 
a guy was totally in love with me. However, he was just 
interested in a physical relationship and he clearly wasn’t 
attracted to me for my own merit (of which I apparently 
have very little): he made fun of my weight as something 
for his amusement, his benefit; he found me exciting be-
cause he fetishized my skin, I was a real-live way for him 
to play out his deviant “jungle fantasies” – which meant 
that I wasn’t treated as an actual person. I was an object. 
Regardless of my prior self-esteem sensitivities, to feel 
that my skin was only attractive because it fulfilled some 
ulterior desire outside of my living in it was mollifying. 
My personhood was injured, my race made a disadvan-
tage. 

I’ve talked to a few people, too. What I’ve heard is that 
my column is well-written but I haven’t heard anyone 
else’s opinions on race. I’ve heard “it” needs to be talked 
about on campus, but what is “it”? What I’ve heard is 
that some people didn’t realize that “this” was a problem, 
which is all the more reason for me to keep talking about 
it. I’ve heard that my experience as an introvert on this 
campus might be more interesting than my experience as 
a black woman, because being black biases me in a way 
being an introvert never could. I am learning that identity 
is a plethora of intersectionality, and as I said in my first 
article, my true concern is not necessarily that people are 
racist, but more so that I have been raised in a society 
where my first assumption is that it must be because I’m 
black that x, y, and z are happening. If  people ignore me 

because I don’t talk that doesn’t make it any less of an is-
sue to be addressed; and if I feel convinced that it must 
be about race I’m not going to back down because I have 
yet to be proved otherwise. 

As a black woman in America, I have been taught that 
no one is going to fight my battles for me: I am responsi-
ble for myself just as black men in America are constantly 
reminded that they must be responsible for themselves. If 
I feel like a victim or I feel like I am being objectified I 
owe it to myself to understand why that is, the same way 
anyone else does. I know I wasn’t fetishized because I’m 
quiet; I know that the reason the first thing people have 
to say about my writing is that it’s “well written” isn’t be-

cause I’m an introvert. Race isn’t easy to talk about it and 
it isn’t made easier by avoidance. So again I ask: How 
do I talk about race without attacking anyone or sound-
ing like a victim? I’m not going to stop writing because I 
don’t know the solution.  My experience as a black wom-
an on this campus is no less valid than my experience as 
an introvert. This article is as much to educate me as it is 
to educate whoever may read it. 

It feels a lot of the time like I’m on the awkward end of 
the spectrum in all circumstances: I’m not “black enough” 
for black people, but “too black” for white people; I’m not 
something enough for anyone to be attracted to me; add 
to all this my skewed belief that if I can’t be attractive to 
my own race, of course I could never be attractive to any 
other race; therefore, I’m just not enough, and my black-
ness compounds it all. Q.E.D. Blackness isn’t a spectrum, 
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Appearance, Appeal, and Fetishism: Part II

(Cont. from, Letters to the Editor , Pg. 6)
 You’ll ask yourself, how do I know this person is really the person I think they are? Asking questions 
such as these change your objectification of your partner into something through which you can grow, and learn 
how to no longer objectify; it alters your current understanding of objectification. And as for the people who are 
not willing to ask those questions about anyone, especially not casual sex partners – they’re missing out on genu-
ine intimacy. Every relationship deserves reflection, even if it’s a casual sex relationship, or your relationship with 
an acquaintance you have a crush on. 
 And you should reflect on your single self, too – are you not having a genuine connection with anyone 
right now because the people around you are not your type? Maybe you’re feeling insecure after all the sham-
ing and it’s giving others a negative vibe, or making you feel less confident and therefore less likely to initiate 
something? Maybe you’re just waiting for someone to ask you out first, or initiate an encounter – someone with a 
particular set of attributes including, most importantly, the desire to get to know you, the whole you. 
 Really, wanting to be liked, even wanting to be liked really badly, isn’t a crime. We all deserve to be liked 
(or desired), not for a particular physical attribute, but for ourselves as a whole. 

Sincerely, 
The Editor-in-Chief

Letters to the Editor Continued... nor is any other race or culture–  every black person ex-
periences their blackness differently and there can’t be 
one standpoint from which we all are judged, or which 
we all must align to in order to be “properly ordained” 
blacks. My experience being raised in mostly white/
Hispanic neighborhoods means that I don’t know how 
to “act black” the same way that someone whose been 
raised in a predominately black neighborhood does – but 
does that invalidate either of our experiences, either of 
our claims to something so tenuous and so threatened 
in America right now? I am not accusing anyone, nor 
am I vindicating myself. Race is a topic that hasn’t quite 
penetrated the so-called “Johnnie” bubble – I just want to 
understand why.

    Until next time,
     Bryanna

Bryanna Briley is a Sophomore at St. John’s College, Santa 
Fe. She can be reached at bryannabriley@gmail.com
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White Crunch

Origin Story:

Walking in a snow globe
there is not pitter-patter
there is only hush
as fingers fumble numbly
snow kisses cheeks softly,
tenderly leaving frozen memory
gingerly hiding tracks of existence,
obfuscating the path from there to here
making her invisible,
eyes alight like Christmas lights
soul pushed forward by
yule-time cheer, even as everything else
in the world pulls back,
everything else wanting her to fall,
still there is the cascade, the calm,
the serendipitous crusade

of journeying
snow-globe bound.

ESU*

Esu river, O peaceful Esu river,
Your breeze makes the old ones shiver,
At the sight of you, little children quiver.
Regretfully, the harmattan  is your killer.

Your fluid, you distribute generously,
Through your branches that flow gently.
Only when the season is rainy,
You tend to move more strongly.

When its dry, you appear dusty,
Then, the neat ones will say you are dirty.
But when the rains come with purity,
The neat ones come feeling thirsty.

Esu river, my home river,
Urchins dive in to look neater. 
Though not as famous as a diva,
You remain my village pillar.

*Esu: a river in my hometown. 

Poem by Bryanna Briley
Poem by Joy Adirimchukwu

An Evening in November

I am trapped in a world of beautiful things—
Poems and poets and prairie dreams.

Purple light on the mountains, 
And peppermint tea.
Please nobody send for me! 

I like it here. 
I think I’ll stay. 

The Gods and the Greeks in their glory can wait.

Poem by Rebeccca ’Brien


