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Pizza Reviewed: Raoul vs. the Upper Criist
For the great masses of you out there who 

took half a glance at the part of my recipe in
volving “wait one hour' and filed it away in the 
“I’ll make it over Christmas Break/When hell 
freezes over“ pile, I present to you this alternate 
route to pizza. No work, exercise, advance 
preparation or sacrifices to the Great God of 
Yeast required.

Places for pizza;

1) RAOUL SLAVIN'. This is not a pizza 
place per se, but rather a senior. Makes a damn 
fine pie, though, and if you can ever entice him 
to invite you over for it, it will be without ques
tion a singular experience. Offer him good wine 
or good sushi. Even with these your chances of 
a surprise are pretty low, but it’s always w'orth a 
try.

2) LfPPER CRUST. These guys require no 
enticements save a little cash ($5.75 for a small, 
$10.75 for a large) and deliver a pretty mean 
slice. Go with the traditional crust. There’s 
nothing really unusual about their pizza, it’s just 
really, really good. 988-0000. Open ’til around 
10 in the winter. First place in the cold-pizza- 
for-breakfast category. Not much next to Raoul, 
but a definite second-place finisher. On Old 
Santa Fe Trail Just down the wny from the State 
Capitol.

3) IL PRIMO. Far and away the heaviest 
pizza in Santa Fe. The delivery tends to be a 
little on the sporadic side, so I suggest pick-up 
when possible. A few annoying habits (they cut 
their pizza in squares), but overall a go^, "solid 
(really solid) pie; thick crust, freshish sauce, tons 
of cheese. A step or two behind Upper Crust. 
They charge $7.50 for a small, $7.95 for a 
medium. I know’, it seems kind of weird to me 
too, but that’s what the woman on the phone 
just said. 988-2007. On Guadalupe, just before 
Paseo de Peralta. Open ’til 11, ’til 10:30 on 
Saturdays and Sundays.

4) TONY’S. I’ve never had these guys de
liver, but they do pretty well in a dine-iii/take

out kind of way. Seems to me that Tony’s makes 
about the most collegiate pizza in Santa Fe. A 
little sloppy; thin crust, kind of greasy, but aw
fully, seriously good. This is a real restaurant 
too, more so than Raoul, Upper Crust or II Primo. 
They have Ms. PacMan, they have tablecloths, 
they have drippy candles stuck in old chianti 
bottles. I mean, how could you possibly go 
wrong? Right next to Baja Taco on Cerrillos. 
471-8272. Small is $7.95, large $11.95. Open ’til 
11 weekdays, 10 on ’til Sundays.

5) HOME RUN. The pizza here is sort of 
fair to middling. It is, however, pizza, and on 
Friday and Saturday night these guys deliver un
til 2 am. That’s right, in Santa Fe, open until 2 in 
the morning. This is the “I’m. super hungry', but 
too blasted to drive to Denny’s” option. Use it 
well. $7.75 for a small, $9.75 for a medium, 
$ 11.25 for a large. 984-8494.1 have no idea where 
they’re located. On days other than Friday and 
Saturdav, these folks stav open ’ til midnight.

5)'pizza hut,'DOMINO’S, LITTLE 
CAESAR’S. Just like they are at home. Just like 
they are everywhere else. Domino’s is your best 
bet of the three for pizza. Little Caesar’s for 
feeding large numbers of people for cheap. Pizza 
Hut for large men drinking pitchers of American 
beer. 471-1010,984-3030,473-4673, respectively. 
If you really miss home, give these folks a call, 
otherwise I’d say they all fall short of the local- 
type joints.

-Eli Castro

We remain interested in printing po
ems, artwork, recipes, reviews, commentary, 
opinion pieces, original essays, and all sorts 
of other material. We’d like to print tutors’ 
pieces, too.

There will be a meeting in ESL-115 on 
Wednesday at 1 PM; anyone who wants to 
contribute should come.



Great Books—West and World
We now have a graduate program in the 

classics of India, China, and Japan, which will 
begin next year. The faculty on both campuses 
voted on Monday to establish it, by a margin of 
70-23 with 16 abstentions. It includes two se
mesters of seminar, accompanied by four con
secutive preceptorials and a class in either San
skrit or Chinese (so students will know one or 
the other of the source languages). The plan to

teach languages is still
controversial, and Mr. 
Taylor has circulated 
and submitted a fac
ulty petition requiring 
the Instruction Com
mittee to reconsider it. 
Also, the program will 
require a final eight- 
week summer seg
ment, “devoted to di
rected readings that 
might serve as an oc
casion for comparison 
of selected Eastern and 
Western classics.’' 
This segment will re
quire “a more substan
tial” essay, which to
gether with the pre
ceptorial essays, will 
form the thesis for a 
fully-accredited 
master’s degree.

During the fac
ulty meeting before the 
vote, two main objec
tions were raised 
against the program. 
On one hand, the pro
gram might add too 
much additional mate
rial to the repertoire 
new tutors are ex

pected to learn. On the other hand, it might end 
up being taught by only a small clique of tutors, 
and so make St. John’s more ’’departmentalized”. 
Some supporters of the program, however, be
lieve that it will actually make tutors better at 
teaching our own civilization’s classics. And 
many tutors have long thought that it would be a 
good idea to apply the St. John’s approach to 
other civilizations’ great books. The present

Translated from the Chinese

Might that be laughter
on Cold Mountain roadway.

Yet,
not a carriage horse’s traces?

Connected gorge,
troublesome to recall its bends 

Folded range of peaks,
not aware of its layers.

Wept, silent tears
dew a thousand kind of grasses

Moaning wind
unites a mountain tree and pine tree. 

Here, time
deludes a short-cut’s usefulness 

A figure
asks its shadow, what follows?

-by Han-shan (original at left) 
-translated by Rende Glenn Potter 
1992-93 student in the Institute 
for the Study of Eastern Classics 
at St. John's College

According to Wu-chi Liu & Irving Yucheng 
Lo’s .Sunflower Splendor—Three Thousand 
Vpnrs of Chinese Poetn^, Han-shan lived 
during the TOOs A.D., in the T’ang dynasty.
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graduate program, in fact, is the outcome of a 
faculty study begun about five years ago by its 
current director, former dean Mr. Carey. One tu
tor who was at the recent faculty meeting noted 
that it was unlike the meetings five years ago, in 
that nobody said “Why do you want to read these 
books anyway?”

Misgivings were said to be somewhat stron
ger in Annapolis. The Annapolis half of the In
struction Committee, in fact, approved the pro
posal only after it was agreed that the diploma 
would not claim to be given by St. John’s Col
lege as a whole, but only by the Santa Fe part of 
the school. There are a number of other restric
tions, which may explain the wide margin of ap
proval. The program will be limited to 21 stu
dents per year; Mr. Van Luchene says “we should 
think hard before we allow it to get any larger.” 
Also, the program is not allowed to depend on 
general college funds, and must be funded with 
money not otherwise available to the school. This 
provision is taken quite seriously; anyone who 
might contribute to the main fundraising cam
paign cannot be approached for money for the 
Eastern program. Since it will probably be im
practical to fund the program by tuition alone, 
some outside source will be required; but appar
ently there’s no shortage of foundations willing 
to fund something like this.

The effects on current students are not many, 
aside from an expansion of the collections of the 
library and bookstore. I don’t think the existence 
of the Eastern program will have any bearing on 
the issue of reading Asian books on the existing 
programs; after all, when we consider a book for 
the undergraduate program we don’t care whether 
it’s read by GIs. Also, there is still talk of requir
ing St. John’s graduates to take at least a year off 
before entering the Eastern program; but this re
quirement may again be waived, as it was during 
the pilot program last year. So if you’re thinking 
of applying for the Eastern program, take note of 
this remark from the press release: “Due to the 
limited enrollment, anyone interested in applying 
should contact the college as soon as possible.”

-Randall Rose

People to bitch at if you don’t like 
what’s going on here:

Randall Rose 
(editor)

Allison Eddy-Brown 
Alexa Van Dalsem 
(layout and delivery)

Aaron Fredrickson 
(filler-inner)

Chris Allison 
Tom Jacobson 
(clarity and grammar)

Cass Carrigan 
Hope Del Carlo 
Kathryn Hoar 
(taste and judgment)

The “split” in Grex
What’s happening to St. John’s theater

‘There is no split in Grex,” Ted Schaeffer 
tells us: “Grex is still going strong and it‘s better 
than ever.” The facts, as far as they can be 
checked, are these: Most of the members of the 
theater group want to make it responsible for su
pervising all theater on campus, in order to ensure 
the quality of plays. Others disagree, and (dem
onstrating their point) have resigned, to work on 
their own independent production.

What exactly do the remaining members of 
Grex want? Ted, who has now become the chair, 
explains that Grex will no longer be just a group 
that produces plays, but a group that supervises 
and assists anyone who wants to produce plays. 
It will help keep the budget under control, reserve 
rooms for rehearsals, supply names of students 
who can fill roles, and pass on more experienced 
students’ knowledge. The officers of Grex (chair,

continued p. 5
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Public Letter(s)
Dr. Strangevote,
or how I learned to stop worrying 

and love the Brew Crew

In recent weeks, the emer
gence of what can only be called 
a political faction or party on 
the Polity Council has caused 
occasionally ner\'ous comment. 
This has generally been caused, 
unfortunately, by the known or 
assumed character of the stu
dents forming the party, rather 
than the deeper question of what 
party politics inevitably be
comes. I, too, was concerned 
about the sudden entrance not 
too many weeks ago of a raft of 
formerly disinterested Johnmes 
in various states of intoxication 
into the Polity Council meeting, 
and became more concerned as 
they continued to arrive, despite 
the occasional and to my mind 
desperate attempts of various 
members of the Polity Council 
to prevent them from gaining 
voting privileges. I know about 
them because I was there when 
they happened.

This apprehension is mis
placed. There is nothing harm
ful, really, in the interest which 
the Brew Crew has taken in the 
running of the Student Polity 
Council; there is in fact some
thing wonderful about so many 
Johnnies “caring enough to send 
their very best.” Apathy on 
campus is and has been one of 
the greatest problems which the
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campus community faces, and 
if any group of students, par
ticularly one so large as the 
Brew Crew, takes an active in
ters in happenings on campus, 
then so much the better.

It is certainly true that the 
Crew has for the most part a 
reputation for drinking often and 
well, on occasion before the 
Polity Council meeting. This is 
not a problem, as anyone who 
attended the last meeting of the 
previous semester can well at
test. There was a significant 
amount of Sam Adams in atten
dance, and anyone who emerged 
from the meeting sober wasn’t 
trying hard enough. Intoxica
tion at a Council meeting is a 
time-honored tradition, although 
perhaps never so frequently em
ployed, and has not yet, at any 
rate, posed a problem in the 
running of the meetings.

What has caused problems, 
and what should be of some 
concern, is that the Brew Crew 
almost without exception votes 
as a bloc, and rarely do any but 
Chuck Brew and Bob Forrester 
speak. This suggests a danger 
which any form of party politics 
engenders — that one voice has 
the force of many. It is difficult 
to say that this is always a prob
lem, because I genuinely think
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that, in their way, the Brew 
Crew has the polity’s best inter
est at heart. Unfortunately, be
cause they are a bloc and not a 
collection of independently- 
thinking individuals, they have 
on occasion hampered good 
people and causes who con
flicted with their agenda, and 
this is poor government. The 
vote against the chartering of 
Amnesty International and the 
Polity treasurer’s election have 
both been tainted by a faction’s 
presence in the council. None
theless, as a democracy, the 
Polity Council is remarkably re
sponsive in its actions toward 
the people who care to become 
involved. The Brew Crew, in 
becoming involved, has to an 
extent made it their own. If in 
doing so they have created a 
political party, then perhaps the 
accomplishment is not so im
pressive. It would be foolish, 
however, to claim that this kind 
of interest in the campus com
munity is something which 
should be discouraged. In this 
light, while I cannot approve 
of their tactics, I admire the en
ergetic interest which the Brew 
Crew has taken in the continu
ing work of the Polity Council.

-Aaron Fredrickson

Nov. 22,1993



EPHEMERA
TUESDAY 23 NOVEMBER
10:00 am - 5:00 pm - Senior Common Room
United Blood Drive (see note on back)

noon - Dining Hall, SW Comer
GREX Meeting: All members of the college community who are interested in any part of 
theater productions are invited to attend.

8:00 pm - Junior Common Room
Symbolic History Through Sight and Sound: Charles Bell, Tutor Emeritus 
"1890: Avant Garde Break: Impressionism and The Drunken Boat'

* * *

WEDNESDAY 24 NOVEMBER
12 noon - Private Dining Room
Interested people meet to organize support group(s). Jan Boyer

« « «

Gracias! Gracias! Carmen and Mike in the Financial Aid Office would like to send a warm 
thank you to the following individuals for their efforts and time in organizing the Latin 
Dance Party. Hope everyone had a great time.

Joaquin Baca, David Beltran del Rio, Angela BUlick, Lawrence Black, Juan Carlos Bonilla, 
Joshua Briggs, Olivia Delgado de Torres, Jean Escoz, Susan & Dan Friedman, Aaron Garza, 
Jerry Griego, Todd Homann, Karla Kreft, Molly & Fernando Multedo, Sebastian Pagani, 
Caroline Sells & Reyes Sandoval, Shana Sassoon, Michelle Sterling and David Testa.

Rotary is sponsoring a high school student from Bulgaria. The student is attending Santa Fe 
Prep. If you would be interested in providing housing for him, please call Bryan Valentine, 
984-6067.

I wish to make public the results of the United States Karate Alliance New Mexico State 
Championship that took place on Saturday, Nov. 13, 1993, and that we entered as a school. 

DeSal Kwong, Freshman, 3rd Place, Women's White Belt Kata (Form)
Alex Schwartz, Freshman, 3rd Place, Men's White Belt Kata 

John Blouin, Junior, 1st Place, Men's Yellow Belt Kata 
Sebastian Pagani, Juionr, 1st Place, Men's Green Belt Kata 

Patricia Simpson, Senior, 1st Place, Women's Purple Belt Kata 
Steve Dietz, 1992 Graduate, 2nd Place, Men's Black Belt Sparring 

Jorge Aigla, Instructor, 2nd Place, Black Belt Weapons Kata 
Our Dojo (Karate-Do School) showed true spirit, nobility, and etiquette. We should all feel 
proud of the 12 students that entered the tournament, and of the Dojo at large for its 
continuous commitment to this Martial Art. I would also like to thank Mark St. John and 
Bobby McClees for their support through SAO.

Sincerely, Jorge Aigla, Tutor

Wonderful turn out for the HIV test this past Tuesday. The results will be available on 
Wednesday, Dec. 1, in the Fireside Lounge from 1-5 pm. Don't forget your test slip 
number. Thank you for caring for yourselves and those you love.

Kathy Mizrahi - Housing and Such
- OVER -

THE ST. JOHN'S WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS



student Instruction Committee:
Thursdays at noon, PDR

Senior Lab Study Group: 
Sundays at 4:00 pm - ESL-126

Student Tutoring Center Hours:
8:00-10:00 pm Tuesdays
8:00-10:00 pm Wednesdays
1:00-4:00 pm and 7:00-9:00 pm Sundays
The tutoring center is located at the card catalog desk in Meem Library.

Resident on Duty: Nov. 22-25, Ms. Reahard; Nov. 26-28, Mr. & Mrs. Starr

TUESDAY 23 NOVEMBER (SCR) 10 am - 5 pm
f K V X XXX X X X X X V X X A A x v

BLOOD DONOR QUALIFICATIONS
DONORS REQUESTED TO SHOW I.D.: Driver's license, donor card, social security card, work or student I.D. or 
other. AGE: 17 years and older.* WEIGHT: At least 110 pounds (50kg.).
YOU MAY NOT DONATE IF YOU HAVE HAD: Hepatitis / Cancer within past 10 years / Diabetes requiring insulin / 
Intravenous drug use / Sex with an AIDS patient or with any'one who is at risk oi catching or spreading the AIDS virus, 
or if you have done anything to put yourself at risk of catching or spreading the AIM wus.
y»(i cannel get MDS or any othor infocUout d/sease by donating blood.

•Some restrictions may apply to 17-year-olds and to people 80 and over. If you have any questions regarding your 
eligibility to donate please check with your Blood Drive Coordinator or the blood center.

Donate

Happy Thanksgiving!

Ephemera is posted each Monday; copies are available at the switchboard. 
Notices to be included in Ephemera should be turned in at the Dean's Office 

by noon on the preceding Friday.



Grex Split
continued from page 3
vice-chair, secretary, and trea
surer) will be responsible for 
helping to organize the students 
working on a production, and 
will act as a liaison between the 
students and the administration. 
Ted says that in the past, St. 
John’s has put on bad drama 
performances to which the pub
lic was invited; and he doesn’t 
want that kind of thing to hap
pen again and damage the repu
tation of St. John’s and Grex. 
He hopes that the Polity Coun
cil will make Grex responsible 
for overseeing the production of 
every play; Grex would receive 
money for the play from Polity, 
to which it would be account
able. If a play was turning out 
badly, the Grex officers would

first try to persuade the produc
ers to improve it; if this failed 
and thev absolutely had to can- 
cel a production, they’d report 
to Polity immediately. I asked 
Ted if he saw Grex becoming a 
long-term campus institution, 
like the Film Society. He said 
that if it starts to degenerate, it 
would be okay if it dies.

The previous chair of the 
theater group was Erika 
Hildebrandt, who, as she says, 
“originated Grex”. She left the 
group out of disagreement with 
the plans to become a supervi
sory organization; she empha
sizes that she prefers freedom 
in theater production. Art re
quires freedom - to get good 
theater sometimes you need to 
pay the price of bad theater other 
times. Also, she says that 
Polity’s “chartering” process

may tend to discourage people 
from putting activities together, 
because a chartered group is ex
pected to set up its own organi
zation and miniature Polity, with 
officers and bureaucracy. She 
wants only to have a group of 
people get together who want to 
put on a play, as in the original 
Grex, and without claiming any 
sort of monopoly over student 
productions. Some of the people 
who have stayed in the new 
Grex disagree, on the grounds 
that whenever there’s an active 
student theater group, it tends 
to become thought of as the only 
one doing drama.

There will be a meeting to 
organize the remainder of Grex 
on Tuesday; see the announce
ments.

-Randall Rose

Announcements
Grex, the college theatre 

group responsible for the St. 
John’s stagings of Midsummer 
Night’s Dream and Antigone 
will have its next meeting at 
noon on Tuesday the 23rd of 
November. The meeting will be 
held at the large table in the 
South West comer of the dining 
room. Grex will be discussing 
proposals for production in the 
Spring Semester and the new 
charter. With the resignation of 
Junior Erika Hildebrandt, 
Sophomore Theodore Schaeffer 
has filled the position of Chair 
of Grex. All are welcome to 
the meeting, and people with 
special talents and interests in 
any aspect of theatre are enthu-
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siastically invited to attend.
-Theodore Schaeffer

Our uficoming blood drive 
is on Tuesday, Nov. 23,1993 in 
the senior common room from 
10 AM-5 PM.

The results of the HIV 
test will be available on cam
pus Wednesday, December 1st 
in the Rreside Lounge from 1-5 
PM. Don’t forget your test slip 
number. Thank you for caring 
for yourselves and those you 
love.

-Kathy Mizrahi

If you’re interested in 
coming to organize support 
group(s), the actual time to meet
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is, in fact, 12 noon, Wednesday 
November 24th in the Private 
Dining Room.

-from information passed 
on from Jan Boyer

Karate Winners
In the U.S. Karate Alliance 

New Mexico State Champion
ship on Saturday, Nov. 13,1993, 
our school’s results were:

John Blouin, Sebastian 
Pagani, and Patricia Simpson, 
for their Kata (form), received 
1st place in their sections, while 
DeSal Kwong and Alex 
Schwartz received 3rd place in 
theirs.

Steve Dietz, a 1992 
continued p. 7
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The Taking of Time ”
THUMBS UP THUMBS DOWN

:

Mr. Allanbrook, a tutor 
from Annapolis, began his Nov. 
12 lecture appropriately enough: 
“It is very brief so I shan’t take 
too much of your time.” Specu
lation abounded that afternoon 
as to what the topic of the 
evening lecture could be. The 
title did not tell much: could it 
be on music? Aristotle? Ben 
Franklin? Who knew? Happily, 
all those who went to the lec
ture were not kept in suspense 
as there were photocopies of 
three sonnets waiting at the 
door.

The time referred to in 
the title was that of the poet. 
Mr. Allanbrook brought to our 
attention the movement and 
rhythms of some familiar 
phrases and sonnets. His musical 
background was evident in his 
continually referring to our 
photocopied sonnets as ‘scores’.

I quickly realized that this 
was not a lecture to fall asleep 
in; Mr. Allanbrook was compel
ling, witty, and charming. Be- 
ginmng with a note of serious
ness, Allanbrook assigned us to 
brand on our souls the Latin 
phrase Deus Creator Omnium. 
Ah yes, a serious old Latin 
scholar-relatively predictable. 
Before I could feel satisfied in 

judgment, Allanbrook was 
writing muinmO rotaerC sueD 
on the board. This was the be
ginning of a whimsical and 
sometimes poignant evening.

After a look at Robert

continued next page

There are some lectures 
which start by having a subject, 
and try to say something 
thoughtful about it; there are 
other lectures which start with 
something they want to say, and 
then say it about as many sub
jects as they can think of. The 
recent Taking of Time” lecture, 
by an Annapolis tutor (Douglas 
Allanbrook), belongs in the lat
ter category. It took the idea of 
passing time, and applied it to 
poetry, theology, love, science, 
and music; given such a general 
idea, there was no difficulty' in 
finding so many illustrations.

The lecture’s style was 
decorated with a large number 
of famous phrases, like “suffer
ing a sea-change”, which in 
context just meant being af
fected. These phrases tended to 
be piled in most during the most 
serious and fundamental parts of 
the lecture, such as in the fol
lowing passage:

‘The moments, 
weeks, months, and years 
of our life, the totality of 
such parts, the very ages 
of man, are not one 
damned thing after an
other, mere perturbations 
in the sea of becoming to
morrow and tomorrow 
and tomorrow...”

When you’re stringing to
gether stock phrases like this, 
it s hard to avoid adding in 
words like ‘Very” and “mere”.

There was some pointless 
elaboration in the less important
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parts of the lecture, too. When 
the tutor discussed rhyme, for 
example, he had to explain that 
the rhyme scheme of the Italian 
soimet being considered was “a 
b b a”, etc.; and he added that 
all Italian words end in vowels. 
(Both statements were false, as 
the sonnet itself showed.) And 
there was also some of the kind 
of filler that is easy to indulge 
in if you know what style your 
audience expects. For example, 
a discussion of the phrase “Deus 
creator omnium” started by re
citing it twice and writing it on 
the blackboard, and continued;

‘It is now present to 
you in space as you take 
the time to read it, as con
vention prescribes, from 
left to right, though I could 
write it from right to left. 
[Here Mr. Allanbrook 
writes the phrase right to 
left, writing some letters 
normally, turning others 
backward, and still others 
upside down.] It would 
take the same time to read 
it [reads it again]. Once I 
have the verse in mind, 
however, and utter the 
syllable De the whole of 
the verse’s future begins to 
pass through my present 
utterance into the past. If I 
have the verse memorized 
it is, of course, all of it 
present in some unspeak
able manner in my 
memory. If I recite it, give

continued next page
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Thumbs up, continued
Bums’ line “My love is like a 
red, red Rose”, and how we ex
perience the passing of the 
phrase (our tongues “dance over 
the iambs”), Allanbrook hit us 
with a vibrant recitation of the 
line “I can’t give you anything 
but love 2-3-4 Baby!” from the 
popular song of the 40’s. No, I 
suppose this is not your usual 
old scholar. Allanbrook even 
appealed to the basketball fan 
in me by referring to the “slam 
dunk into love” of this phrase.

With his sensitive analysis 
of the sonnets (by Petrarch, 
Hopkins, and Frost), Allanbrook 
himself was emulating the po- 
etiy' and ‘finessing us into the 
universal seduction game.” 
Anyone who has heard 
Allanbrook play will understand 
when I say that his lecture was 
much like his harpsichord con
certs: nostalgic, romantic, and 
sublime. I was delighted and in
spired by his self-proclaimed 
“sophisticated sappiness”.

-Allison Eddy-Brown

Thumbs down, continued
life and breath to it, its di
rection is by no means re- 
versible-it has a begin
ning, a middle, and an 
end. It is in this sense 
analogous to the relation 
of God to his creation, 
except for the fact that our 
verse was made, not cre
ated, and has an earthly 
author, the estimable 
Bishop of Milan, St. 
Ambrose, a formidable 
rhetorician.

‘The time it takes to

recite our verse may be 
longer or shorter depend
ing on the speed with 
which I read it. By paying 
attention to the motion of 
the second hand on my 
wrist-watch I can tell you 
how long it took to recite 
it. I count as the second 
hand sweeps past and if 
in one recitation I count 
up to ten and in a second 
recitation I count to seven 
I say the second recitation 
is faster than the first and 
that the first is slower than 
the second. When I have 
done this I have not done 
much, though it is my at
tentive mind which has 
done it. It has numbered 
a motion and has com
pared it numerically with 
another motion. It’s not 
however as if I had taken 
the true measure of the 
verse. If, experimentally,
I slow up the recitation 
excessively I will run out 
of breath. [Demonstrates.]
If I speed it up too much 
it will sound breathless. 
[Demonstrates again.]”

This kind of writing is quite 
adequate for a student essay; but 
it is completely out of place in 
a lecture.

The lecture did try to make 
a point-though the point was not 
really defended or questioned, 
but more taken for granted. The 
idea is that we want our lives to 
be like a melody, having a true 
“beginning, middle, and end” 
(this phrase got used a lot); that 
there can only be a true begin
ning, middle, and end if every

thing is created by God; that 
scientific, mathematical theories 
which give no intrinsic place or 
time for us to belong to are de
pressing and unsupported by 
our bodily intuition; and that we 
should believe in God. All this 
rests on a number of question
able assumptions, but I was par
ticularly bothered by the use of 
feeling to discredit theories. A 
lecturer who’s going to aid the 
cause of feeling against thought 
needs to show some hard work 
to avoid the suspicion of mental 
cowardice.

I have not yet mentioned 
that there were some interesting 
running allusions strung through 
the lecture, which required 
readings to recognize, and which 
helped to tie the statements to
gether. Does this redeem the 
lecture’s other faults? I think 
not; the verbal connections did 
not have the power to convince 
because they were elaborations 
upon the main idea, not evidence 
for it. They did not have the au
thority of a true poet or a Plato, 
but sounded more like some
thing a speaker would add to his 
speech after the topic was cho
sen. And it is on nights like 
these that 1 think our lecture se
ries is far too inbred, and that 
we might learn more if we in
vited more people who had less 
connection with our school.

-Randall Rose
Announcements, continued

Graduate, received 2nd Place in 
Men’s Black Belt Sparring.

Mr. Aigla received 2nd 
Place for the Black Belt Weap
ons Kata.

-from Mr. Aigla
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Press Release Digest
“We let no press release get in unscathed.”

Bach publicity
“Yehuda Hanani,” it says, 

is “a champion of contemporary 
composition.” What he’s play
ing for us, though, is Bach’s 
Complete Suites for Solo Cello 
on Friday the 3rd (the Friday 
after Thanksgiving, to us). His 
standard publicity package in
cludes more rhetoric and re

viewers’ quotes, which will not be repeated here. 
Most of the quotes, though, sound like they prob
ably came from favorable reviews, and only the 
most enthusiastic ones were from minor newspa
pers. Carl Condit, who ought to know, says that 
the Bach suites are fantastic, and that Hanani is 
very' good and worth seeing. Any-way, the 
concert s at 8. Lesli Allison, the Director of 
Communications (or P.R.), writes that “Early ar
rival is recommended”-but it would be very un
common for the Great Hall to be packed for a 
concert like this, especially since the De la Soul/ 
Tribe Called Quest concert’s on the same night 
If you arrive on time, you’re not going to miss 
much.

Classic Quotes
“This new' project is sometlung that will be 

noticed nationwide,” Mr. Agresto wrote in a pre
pared statement. He was writing about the new' 
graduate program in Eastern Classics, which 
“pushes out further the boundaries of liberal edu
cation.” These quotes come from the official St. 
John’s press release on the new program (for less 
official infonnation, see the story inside). The 
press release goes on to say that the program 
“shows the rest of academia what it really means 
to take other culnjres seriously, not patronizingly 
or politically” (again, quoting Agresto). But for 
people actually interested in participating in the 
program, all this hype is less important than the 
last quote: “Completion of the program requires 
... a total tuition of approximately $13,260. Lim
ited financial aid is available.”

Mean to Extremes
In one of the earliest recorded cases of 

pseudo-technical buzzwords, Aristotle defines

virtue as a mean; this sounds impressively math
ematical, except that Aristotle didn’t have much 
clue how the mathematical meaning could be 
precisely applied. Certainly a virtue like sober
ness is somew'here between tw’o extremes, but 
how can you place it mathematically? Maybe by 
using a modem delinition: soberness is having 
less than .10% of alcohol in your blood (about 4 
beers), as measured by police examination. This 
press release we just got, though, says that starting 
January 1st persons under age 21 will be consid
ered sober only if their alcohol level is less than 
.02%-so can the same state represent sobriety in 
one person and intoxication in another? This 
doesn’t look like a consistent mathematical defi
nition, and it’s not-it’s just the latest driving- 
while-intoxicated law given to us by the New 
Mexico Traffic Safety Bureau. The rest of the 
press release, filled with mindless bureaucratic 
intimidation-the bat-signal logo reading “Opera
tion D.W.I.”, the schedule for a press conference 
giving details of “an extensive sobriety checkpoint 
program”-still includes one thing that is entirely 
appropriate and, well, sobering-“The news con
ference w'ill conclude with a short, visual cer
emony of remembrance for the victims of DWI.”

Immortal work
Though it is hard to imagine our lectures 

and essays as containing much of permanent 
value, the library staff seems to take them with 
an amazing seriousness. Not only do they think 
we’ll want to reread (or rehear) these things-1 
can think of many that Td rather forget-but 
they’ve also just finished putting a complete list
ing on computer of all the senior essays, all the 
lectures, and all of this year’s outstanding GI es
says. They say that “every essay and lecture was 
assigned subject headings”, which must have been 
quite a difficult task in some cases. The main 
purpose is to help us look up old lectures and 
essays. “These indexes can be searched by any 
word," they say-but unfortunately “only one word 
at a time”, which may explain why they state 
that looking an essay up will take “yiAs/a few 
minutes”. Wouldn’t it be a lot easier to simply 
put the information in a card catalog?

-Randall Rose
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