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ther be in Micrsoft Word or JPEG format. 
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prior to publication . 
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From the Editors: 
Dear Readers, 

Some of our articles contain hidden 
messages. The first person to find all of 
them wins a prize. Regardless, welcome 
to our campus. We hope you enjoy this 
issue of the college's newspaper, and 
may it provide some relief from the 
croquet game. 

-The Gadfly 
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[Editor's Note: This article is reprinted with 
minor edits from a '90s-era Croquet Issue of 

the Gadfly.] 

Annemarie Catania A'97 

A
s you sit in the sun, eating, drinking, 

and possibly burning, you may dis
cuss the game of croquet. In the midst 

of this community picnic, your attention may 
turn to the game. Just in case this happens, you 
may be interested in the rules of croquet. 

Today's game is traditional American nine
wicket croquet, essentially following the rules 
of the United States Croquet Association. Each 
of the five matches consists of two Johnnies 
versus two Middies. One team plays with the 
red and yellow balls, and the other uses black 
and blue. The order of play follows the colors 

painted on the stakes. 
The point of the game is to hit both balls of 

one team through all the wickets, hitting one 
stake in the middle of the game, and the other 
stake at the end. The pattern zig-zags through 
the center wickets and the wickets to the right 
of the direction of play. 

As you watch, you may notice that some play
ers have very short turns. We hope that these 
turns happen more often for the Midshipmen, 
since we hope to allow them no other option 
than to set up for their wickets. A long turn is 
more advantageous. You may hear someone 
asking, "How long has this Johnnie been play
ing this turn?" This question indicates that the 

St. John's player has been using every oppor
tunity for continuation quite successfully, and 
probably also means that the Johnnie player 
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Illustration by Hayden Pendergrass 

has run many wickets. 

Two types of shots result in continuation. 
One is running a wicket (or scoring a wicket, 
as the USCA calls pushing one's ball through 
the metal structure). This results in one more 
shot. Although going through the wicket is al
ways the goal in mind, hitting a ball with one's 
own ball may be more immediately beneficial, 
since this type of shot results in two continua
tion shots. 

Our friends from town may ask you about 
these two shots. As an articulate liberal arts 
student, you will provide them with the termi

nology for these turns, which even the players 
do not bother to remember. The proper name 
for hitting another ball is "roquet." (You may 
say, "She has roqueted the ball.") Upon hitting 
another ball, the striking ball becomes cloaked, 
which means whatever happens to it before it 
stops rolling is incidental and does not count. 
Impress your friends by telling them that it 
does not exist. The official USCA term for this 
is a ball in hand. The player places the ball in 
hand next to the roqueted ball and shoots. This 
is called the croquet shot. The second shot is 
called continuation. 

Continuation is not cumulative. This means 
that a ball that runs a wicket on a croquet shot 
does not receive that continuation in addition 
to the continuation gained by completion of 
the wicket shot. 

Scoring a wicket erases whatever effects the 
player may have incurred by hitting balls prior 
to going through it. Although hitting a ball has 
the advantage of two continuation shots from 
that ball, it also means going dead on that ball. 
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This means the ball struck cannot be hit 
again before the striking ball goes through an
other wicket. 

Lest the rules become too complicated for 
your relaxing brain, take a sip of your drink 
of choice, sit back, and observe the deadness 
board. This scoreboard of sorts keeps track of 
which balls have already been hit. Each ball 
has its own row with three spaces that indicate 
which ball it is dead on. At the beginning of the 
game, every ball is dead on every other ball for 
the first shot. Any contact between balls on this 
turn is incidental. After this shot, every ball 
becomes live on every other ball. Through the 
course of a game, going through a wicket re
stores liveness. The deadness board assists the 
memories of those enjoying too much of their 
drinks of choice. 

This much knowledge will suffice for follow
ing most of the game. The basic strategy is to 
advance one's own ball and one's partner's ball 

through as many wickets as possible while de
terring the other team's balls as much as possi
ble. You may hear the players politely referring 
to messing with the other team by taking them 
off their sets, using stop shots to shoot them 
away from their wickets, and taking advantage 
of them with split shots. 

The most cruelty you will see in this most 
civilized of croquet matches will be in block
ing, or in staking out the rover. The first of 
these is a simple defensive move. If a player's 
opponent is dead on her ball, and the opponent 
is set up for his wicket, she may shoot her ball 
into a place directly between his ball and the 
wicket. This will obstruct his shot unless he is 
able to execute a jump shot over her ball. 

Staking out the rover is the most detrimental 
type of play, and occurs in the end game. When 
a ball has completed all the wickets and has not 
yet hit the final stake, it is called a rover. An 
opponent has the opportunity to hit that ball 
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into the stake on a croquet shot. The staked-out 
ball must sit out for two turns, and hit the stake 
at the other end of the field before coming back 
into play. A rover still in play may go through 
wickets in any direction to gain continuation 
as long as it is dead on two balls (or two-ball 
dead). After going through a wicket, the rover 
remains temporarily dead on the ball it last hit 
before going through the wicket until it hits an
other ball. 

Have a fine time sunning yourself, eating, 
and drinking. Wander off to chat with friends 
and strangers. If you find yourself with further 
questions on more complicated strategy or mi
nor rules, ask someone who often plays croquet 
to expound on the game's intricacies. + 
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St. Iohn's College Croquet Team 

Shane Hettler 
" People fear me on the field because my 
clique love sipping Houston drank/Yeah, 
that's purple, magenta, and fuschia, mane." 
" My dream date in five words or less: Tin
der; believes in objective truth" 
"I f my life were a TV show, it would be 
'Maury"' 

Charlie Carpenter 

" People fear me on the field because of fear 
itself." 
" My dream date in five words or less: loung
ing around at Agathon's house." 
" If my life were a TV show, it would be Mad 
Men." 

Tom Balding 
" People fear me on the field because I carry 
a big mallet." 
11 My dream date: Six Flags and chill simul
taneously." 
11 If my life were a TV show, it would be 
Swamp People on History Channel." 

" People fear me on the field because I am 
funky funky but tres chic .... " 
11 My dream date in five words or less: smok
ing crack and watching Gremlins." 
" If my life were a TV show, it would be The 
Tonight Show Starring Johnny Carson or 
Neon Genesis Evangelion." 

Jared Bassman 
" People fear me on the field because the 
croquet team speaker, my bluetooth com
patible phone, and my Verizon LTE access 
to Spotify's Rap Caviar playlist." 
"My dream date in five words or less: Satur
days are for the boys." 
" If my life were a TV show, it would be 
Community." 

John Jane III 
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St. John's College Croquet Team 

Robin Lancaster 

Alex Muradian 

" People fear me on the field because ... see 
below." 
" My dream date in five words or less is a 96 
hour lon:g Frogs seminar." 
" If my life were a TV show, it would be 
Curb Your Enthusiasm." 

Mack McGowen 
" People fear me on the field because of their 
amygdala?" 
" My dream date in five words or less: baby 
aspirin, Bartles & Jaymes, you." 
" If my life were a TV show, it would be 
about my brother and I and our life which 
changed one fateful night, November 2, 
1983, when our mom was killed by Azazel." 

{ 
) ' 

Subha Niroula 

" People fear me on the field because be
cause I have memorized everything Tommy 
Wiseau says in The Room." 
" My dream date in five words or less: I won't 
need five words." 
" If my life were a TV show, it would be The 
Office (UK)." 

Sean Miller 

Tyler Snyder 
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(cont.) 
Croquet Crossword 

Mifield Xu 
Across 

2 Tti s type of mallet rs usua v usec rn nor1-co~ :;et :rve games 

The Annapolis Cup .isea to be no sec a: :hrs ns -, 'es:a ·ar • 

Th s croquet-obsessed Ear began t'le" a~Jfac:ur<- ot trie c,i_; :-.i.. > Cr0qLle' Set 

Fou· strokes can a.so be ca'led hrs .. voro 

Tre w riner o: today's gar'e takes home t'1.s trophy 

10 'Croquet' can be anothe• ... ora 'or t'1 s sort of g'lt food 

11 Croquet rs basea or a garre w'l1c~ was pla:,.ed dur ng !he mea e al ; ~s • 
courtry 

12 Pos1t1or..ng a ball to empt an opponent to d1stract1on Is given th s name 

13 This tyoe or croquet uses 6 wickets 

14 This city famous for 1ts tennis. used to house croqi..et groups 

15 Croquet was finally played tor the first trme on tr11s conbnent rn 2005 

21 How many times tne M ashrp'l'e'l have taken 11ome tr.e roohy 
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Johnnie Word Search 

How well do you know SJC? 
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The las 1:>1)0k ead 1 senior sen ina 

Author o f the rsl: hook read 1n lreshma seminar 

The name or our school's do 

O r unoffi ·a1 mascot 

What we call our no -semi ar classes 

Cif'/ where our second campus is located 

The Annapolis cai 1pus' library 

The last name of o r campus' new p esident 

The name o o r party club 

The a campus' library 

The name of o r program for high schoolers 

0 r newest campus pu lica on 
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5 Croquet rel es on tnis deal a ow1 gr 1i::-n and ""omt:-'1 to corr;1 '=:~ on tr~ sar1e 1e-rr1s 
6 Croquet was a one-time e. ent 1n trl : atr et.c com pet, on 

- <:. ... rro?t fl''"?~ c1 oquet is pla>ed on t"l1s ma.:ti n-:- to "'<3~ e the ga.- £- rr1or-= c :f cut 

r.,. d~e of the lo••1est croquet ;inp 

16 More modem croquet ba s are made or thrs matenal 

17 These are the part or the handicapping system for croquet 

19 Supposedly only the only thrng that 'spread :aster through the British Empire tnan 
croquet 

20 Thrs Is what a ball rs called wheri t scores at twelve wickets 

Indentured 
R. M. Goad Xl9 

Damp greens share the rumor of the morning, 
spreading over hillside by shrill, elated whispers. 

Without pause they are passing off the joy baton, 
but when it gets to me: cowed heart, 

cramped fingers. 

By the dawn infuriated and aroused: 
I want to pin his wrists and feet, 

take a scalpel to splayed limbs, 
wrench open his rigidifying torso: 

I want to vivisect the sun. 

Petals bask on spines which bend in searching, 
and my contorted neck serves only knowing. + 
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Sweet SPCA Adoptables, Croquet Edition! 
Kira Anderson X18 ================================== 

Have you been feeling that your home could use a new addition or two? Have you been feeling lonely and looking for a companion? 
Well, we contacted the Anne Arundel SPCA to find five animals who desperately need homes. Some of them have been in the shelter 
for almost half of their lives! If any of these animals seem like they could be a positive addition to your life, contact the SPCA via either 

their website, aacspca.org, or visit these sweeties in person at 1815 Bay Ridge Ave. + 

Meet Kida Ktty! 

Kida is sweet four year old cat who has spent nearly half of 
her life in the Anne Arundel SPCA. She's beautiful, with a 
very expressive face, and she loves to play and nap on you. 
She is a little nervous when first meeting people, but she 

warms up very quickly. You can even foster her! + 

Meet "Double X" Rexx! 
He's an energetic and loving dog who would love to take walks 
every morning or evening as well as spend time with you on the 
couch. Rexx would require a calmer home with no children as 
well as a patient and loving owner who could work with him on 

socialization and training. + 

Meet Sebastian! 

This handsome boy is affectionate, playful, and quite a character! 
He loves when people pet him, and his favorite toys are wands (but 
be careful or you'll never get them back!). With his energy level, he 
would do well in a variety of different situations: indoor, outdoor, 
or even a barn cat. He would, however, need to be the only pet in 

the home. + 
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Meet Roxy Meatball! 

Roxy is a strong, cuddly girl who doesn't need a lot of mainte
nance. She is a very loyal dog who loves trips to the water as much 
as she'll love you. She becomes quickly attached to people and 
would love an owner who could be as loyal to her as she would be 

to you! + 

Meet Kelso! 

Kelso is a smart and energetic boy who would love to have an 
experienced owner. He is very social and loves attention, but due 
to his medical history he cannot be placed in a home which has 

children.+ 
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ANSWER KEY 

Croquet Crossword 
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Johnnie Word Search 

How well do you know SJC? 
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