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Careering Down the Path of Life
The importance of a St. John‘s Career Day (ap

propriately held on December 7th) may have been 
lost on all but the seniors, who attended in droves. I 
arrived late, just in time to chat with the representa
tives from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Fire
arms (they do bombs, too) and hear the guy from the 
U.S. Marshals seiv'ice justifying the police officers 
who beat Rodney King within an inch of his life. The 
majority of representatives present were from vari
ous arms of the U.S. Government the fact that there 
is currently a national hiring freeze for most of the 
positions represented didn’t seem to deter either the 
career-seekers or the career-speakers.

Career Days are, by their nature, a strange mix
ture of hope and fear. Hope is supplied in the form of 
countless brochures, pamphlets and booklets depict
ing happy career-having people pushing paper across 
expensive-looking desks; the fear comes upon realizing 
that, after carting all of said materials home (and per
haps even reading it), you still don’t have any idea 
w'hat you want to do. )^Tiat’s a Liberal Studies major 
to do?

Join the Army! The recruiter, stationed conve
niently by the exit, assured us that the U.S. Army was

the perfect place for those with degrees in ...what did 
you say your major was again?

Stopping by the Nuclear Regulatory Commis
sion and F.B.I. stations was a more sobering experi
ence. The F.B.I. guy, who ’’usually doesn’t do this 
kind of stuff,” said that today’s F.B.I. is looking for a 
few good lawyers, accountants and computer pro
grammers over the age of 30. However, he pointed 
out that they were always looking for good clerical 
help. Except for that dam hiring freeze. Same story 
from NukeReg, except they wanted engineers. Go 
figure. I did get some nice stickers from them, though, 
which read “Keep it Safe” in big yellow letters.

The one thing I realized after attending Career 
Day was how ill-prepared I was to deal with the 
concept of Career Day. Seeing the Great Hall packed 
with employed people brought my vague anxieties 
about the future into sharp focus. We need more of 
these. Why haven’t we had them before? Freshmen, 
sophomores and juniors, beware! Not until senior year 
do you learn the hard facts of time dilation from 
Einstein, and by then it’s too late.

.Are they still accepting applications for tutor
ships?

—Tom Jacobson 

I chirp 
my feelings 
I cry.

Snakes, Spiders, 
Butterflies

They crawl, 
the spiders, 
beneath our bed.

Snakes,
Spiders,
Butterflies

The first time 
I saw you standing.
I knew that you knew 
about the world 
But then I became unsure 
and went on looking for

Snakes,
Spiders,
Butterflies

You caught me one, 
a butterfly, 
it gleamed with 
gold and purple

I wear one, 
a snake,
around my slender arm 
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Beneath the sheets 
the reality 
of our love 
speaks freely

And our freedom, 
oh our freedom 
it flies 
it crawls 
it wanders

My love,
I knew you 
yesterday 
and the day before 
What happened?
Tell me, 
what happened?

Because in my cage 
my swollen, 
absorbed cage,
I see you through the bars
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A long time ago 
there was something
we clicked 
we sparked 
we loved

Now we 
don’t talk
we are like strangers 
we are vacant

May we 
talk again of

Snakes
Spiders
Butterflies.

—Leisa Takako Mills
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EPHEMERA
TUESDAY 14 DECEMBER 
8:00 pm - Junior Common Room
Symbolic History Through Sight and Sound; Charles Bell, Tutor Emeritus
"Ars Nova (14th Century): Heroes in Hell, against the quietest East"

* » «

THURSDAY 16 DECEMBER 
12:10-1:00 pm - Senior Common Room
Informal Limch Concert and discussion by Mr. Peter Pesic: Beethoven Piano Sonatas, 0pp. 
54 and 57 ("Appassionata")

* * *

The library now has one copy of all Touchstones and Touchpebbles reading materials and 
teacher's manuals available on reserve for use in the library. The Touchstones Discussion 
Project was developed by Annapolis tutors Howard Zeiderman, Geoffrey Comber, and 
Nicholas Maistrellis for classroom use with elementary, middle and high school students. 
The texts provide short excerpts from classic texts and reproductions of works of art. The 
teacher's editions provide discussion questions and class activities along with suggestions for 
leading discussions of primary texts.

Food Service will be closed from December 17 to January 14, reopening on the 14th with 
breakfast.

Resident on Duty: Dec. 13-16, Mr. and Mrs. Starr, Dec. 17-19, Ms. Dunn

Happy Holidays 11

Ephemera is posted each Monday; copies are available at the switchboard. 
Notices to be included in Ephemera should be turned in at the Dean's Office 

by noon on the preceding Friday.
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Prayer
To Charles Baudelaire

Oh, obstinance.
Oh, ugly yellow malice.
Show me your poisoned viper’s tongue. 
Maggot who feeds on slime and drivel. 
Teach me your fetid trade.
Lover of filth; child of sludge;
Pather of festering swill.
Let bile be my guide.
Jealousy my love.
Let the rot of my soul 
Be my putrid pleasure.

Amen.
—J. Hersh

People to bitch at if you don’t like 
what’s going on here:

Randall Rose 
(editor)
Allison Eddy-Brown, Alexa Van Dalsem 
(layout & delivery)
Aaron Fredrickson 
(filler-inner)
Chris Allison, Tom Jacobson 
(clarity' & grammar)
Cass Carrigan, Hope Del Carlo,
Kathryn Hoar 
(taste & judgment)

—Ryan Underwood
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Public Letters
Aeresto Replies
Dear Randall,

Let me offer another perspec
tive on the changes in our food 
service.

In the last few years, because 
of serious and well-founded student 
complaints. I’ve personally tried to 
maintain the quality of food and 
service as thoroughly as possible. 
Because of just complaints, I have 
repeatedly asked Marriott to change 
their work or to dismiss managers 
(Bill’s our third in three years) 
when I knew student interests were 
misserved.

While over the last few 
months food in the cafeteria has 
surely gotten better. I’ve seen no 
change in the rest of the service 
provided or in the level of safety 
and sanitation in the kitchen. 
Meetings with alunmi, with donors, 
with trustees, with others from 
outside the college have often been 
disasters. We have gone to outside 
food services for some events, but 
this is too expensive to continue. 
We’d like to have a food service 
that can serve the whole college 
community well. Putting the con
tract out for bid is a way to achieve 
this.

I have, since the day I came 
here, taken student complaints 
about food seriously. I’ve backed 
every reasonable demand. I’ve in
sisted on serving only the highest 
quality food available and I’ve dis
missed managers that haven’t 
worked well for you. With that, I 
always expected some support in 
return when other parts of the col
lege community have problems or 
need help.

Sincerely,
John Agresto
President
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Classes Dissolved
All sophomores received a 

letter in their mailboxes from Dean 
Van Luchene on Dec. 1 informing 
them that three sophomore tutori
als will be disbanded second se
mester. The thirty students who are 
directly affected will be reassigned 
to new tutorials based on “size and 
ability to reassign students”. As 
students who have very little choice 
about what classes to take or which 
tutors under which to study, we 
are alarmed that yet another deci
sion which seriously affects our 
academic lives was made without 
our knowledge, with the explana
tion merely that our current tutori
als are too small.

As members of Ms. Delgado 
de Torres’ dissolved music class, 
we are infuriated. We have been 
working all semester to improve 
our music class, and have made a 
great deal of progress. I have never 
been in a class which has worked 
so hard and, through working to
gether, felt such a connection and 
unity as a class. Caroline Jackson 
says, “ I feel a unique dynamic in 
my music class which I have never 
felt before.”

Since the beginning of the 
year, students have expressed a 
concern about the class. Due to the 
nature of the music program here, 
and the difficulty of the material, 
building a class dynamic took more 
time than we had expected. In a 
meeting I had with the Dean the 
week before Thanksgiving, he 
suggested that we ask for time in 
class to discuss ways that our class 
might be improved, and requested 
that I return after the break to let 
him know how the talk went The 
Dean gave me no indication dur
ing our meeting that he was con

The Foreword

sidering dissolving the class; rather, 
he gave me hope that things would 
get better after the class discussion. 
The classes after our ”love-in” were 
greatly improved, and the class 
now feels a sense of unity and co
operation. However, coupled with 
our satisfaction at having achieved 
our goal of improving the class, 
there is now a feeling of utter frus
tration and hopelessness, as we will 
no longer have the opportunity to 
work together, and have been given 
no hope that we might be able to 
get our class back.

Ms. Delgado de Torres, who 
spent her summer in Santa Fe to 
attend the music study group, is 
upset about the situation as well. 
She feels that it is unfortunate, and 
regrets that the class was dissolved 
when it had finally come together 
so well.

Hoping we could change the 
situation, or at least gain a better 
understanding of its necessity, we 
discussed the matter with Dean Van 
Luchene. First, the Dean mentioned 
that he knew from the beginning 
of the year, when the expected en
rollment did not materialize, that 
he would need to rearrange sopho
more tutorials. He said that he de
cided to wait until second semester 
so that we could enjoy smaller 
classes for half of the year. Hasn’t 
he read the student manual: ’’Class 
changes at St. John’s College often 
interfere with the spirit of coopera
tive learning and with the continu
ing conversation in ... the subse
quent class”? This policy is meant 
to discourage individual students 
from changing classes, and yet the 
Dean has no qualms about disrupt
ing the tutorials of the entire 
sophomore class.

Then we discussed class size. 
Our class has thirteen students this
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And More Public Letters
semester, and next semester would 
have had twelve. The Dean felt that 
this class size is not as productive 
as a larger class with a “greater 
pool of ideas“, although the St. 
John’s Catalogue advertises an av
erage tutorial size of’’about thirteen 
to fifteen students’’. In 1941, a St. 
John’s Catalogue states that ’’tuto
rials meet in small classes, not over 
ten in a class, so that individual 
observation and instruction are the 
rule". Now that the school’s finan
cial situation is tighter, the Dean 
claims that new students will ’’in
vigorate” old class structures. It 
appears that the number of students 
necessary for a successful tutorial 
is being determined solely by the 
budget.

Finally, the Dean assured us 
that the tutors and archons had been 
consulted about which classes to 
dissolve. Perhaps some tutors and 
archons were consulted beforehand, 
but our tutor was not among them. 
Rather, she was notified that one 
of the music classes was going to 
be disbanded, but was not made 
aware that it was her class until 
after the decision had been made 
and the letters informing the stu
dents had already been drafted.

Perhaps we would have been, 
if not happy, at least satisfied, if 
we had been given more concrete 
reasons for the necessity of our tu
torial being disbanded. The Dean 
claims that each disbanded class 
will save approximately $10,000. 
That seems a small figure in com
parison with the $100,000 it costs 
each student to attend this institu
tion for four years. What exactly 
are the priorities here? Is it the 
money that is needed to make the 
school function, or the education 
that the school is committed to of
fering for each of its students? We

simply ask that the administration 
remember that without satisfied 
students willing to pay SL John’s 
College tuition, we would no 
longer have a school.

—Angela Cole and Becky 
Amaral

I think the administration’s 
handling of this situation is indica
tive of a horribly flawed system of 
priorities. Obviously, not everyone 
would have been happy with the 
decisions about which classes to 
disband—but these decisions 
should not have been based prima
rily on numbers and logistics. The 
assumptions that all classes are 
equally productive and that they are 
equally valuable to their members 
is, imfortunately, ridiculous. My 
language tutorial with Mr. Venable 
was disbanded—because, accord
ing to Diane Trudell, Mr. Venable 
conceded that if it was absolutely 
necessary to disband the class since 
his schedule is more flexible than 
that of other tutors, he W'ould not 
mind. I, on the other hand, am an
gry. This class was one of the few 
highlights in my academic life this 
year, and the realization that it was 
dissolved for entirely arbitrary rea
sons infuriates me. It is generally 
acknowledged that Mr. Venable is 
among the best scholars of Greek 
at this college; that he should lose 
his class and we should lose him, 
before classes whose members 
wished they could have been dis
solved, is absurd. Students should 
have been consulted in these deci
sions, tutors should have been 
made more aware of the situation, 
and the entire community should 
have been informed of the possi
bilities. I had two classes dis
banded, and I am appalled that de
cisions like these were made en

tirely without the input of the 
people they would most drastically 
affect, and without apparent con
cern for these students’ welfare.

—Kate Mulder

In Loco Parentis gone loco
(The Drug Policy at St. John’s)

The office of Assistant Dean 
is no doubt a difficult one, and we 
should probably assume that Mr. 
Cook is doing the best he can in 
that role. Recently, however, VIr. 
Cook has become quite active in 
an attempt to root out drug use on 
campus, and while his aim is well- 
intentioned, it has great potential 
for causing more harm than good, 
and for that reason should spend a 
little time thinking about what the 
real intent of the newly-toughened 
enforcement of the drug policy is.

It cannot be denied that Vlr. 
Cook is acting within the Charter 
of the college; it is required by law 
to prohibit the sale, possession and 
use of controlled substances on 
campus, and Mr. Cook is in that 
light well within his rights — in
deed, he is obligated to enforce the 
policy. It’s’nis job.

Unfortunately, it is also true 
that a majority of the student ’oody 
uses or has used illegal drugs of 
one sort or another. This does not 
excuse such behavior, but it makes 
a vigorous enforcement of the drug 
policy problematic. Such an atti
tude is likely to cause widespread 
disaffection with not only the As
sistant Dean’s office, but the ad
ministration at large, and among the 
student body between students who 
do occasionally use drugs and those 
who are suspected of informing on 
their classmates. The whole pro
cess seems irredeemably and un-

continued on page 6
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Letters ...
continued from page 5

necessarily divisive, and is antithetical to the idea of an 
open community where one can freely discuss not only 
seminar readings and lab experiments, but also the outside 
world and the things that are truly important in one’s life. 
The gradual but inevitable mistrust that an aggressive en
forcement of the drug policy will bring about puts all this in 
jeopardy, and without these discussions, the college wdi 
fail.

It is important, too, that the drugs in most common use 
are relatively mild, nonaddictive hallucinogenics — primarily 
marijuana, LSD and mushrooms. These are mild in their 
long-term effects even compared with cigarettes and alcohol. 
Occasional use of any of these will cause negligible harm to 
anyone. There is a much greater problem on campus with 
continual drunkenness than with those students who smoke 
a joint or trip once in a while. The best way for a college, 
particularly St. John’s, to handle these problems is not to 
ensure strict adherence to the law by creating a kind of

Juniors — Are you aware that Newton wrote the 
Principia a’oove the level of his peer mathematicians? Qieck 
out Ms. Densmore’s Guidebook to Newton's Principia, which 
has step-by-step demonstrations of the lemmas and proposi
tions. It’s available in the Bookstore.

P.S. — Randall, what does the word “drowckab” mean? 
Shculdn' t it be “drowkcab”?

— J. Arends 
Oops! — Randall Rose

From this issue on, we will have a new’ format, 
v.^ith artwork on the cover. Naturally, this means that 
we’ll be looking for more artwork to publish.

The next issue wiU be in January', a week after 
we come back. I hope Christmas will be as much of a 
break as it’s supposed to be. If you find any books, 
music, or movies that you like, please write a review; 
we’d be glad to print it As bsual, you don’t haye.to 
get involved in the magazine to turn a piece in.

—Randall Rose

police state, but rather to explain why the use 
of any of these drugs — including alcohol and 
nicotine — is a poor idea.

The situation might be different if really 
danuercus drugs, such as heroin or cocaine, 
were in common use, but only because of the 
real health dangers involved with addiction to 
them, and also because of the harder criminal 
nature of the people who deal really addictive 
dru2S. I say “might” because even here there 
is the question of personal responsibility. A 
hardcore junkie w'on’t be able to continue at 
the college because of the demands the college 
makes on one’s time and energy. Certainly, if 
someone were to smoke pot on the placita, or 
come to class on acid, they should be expelled 
— they know the rules, and they’re asking for 
trouble. Occasional, responsible and most im- 
portandy private drug use is not a true threat to 
the Sl John’s community. The privacy of dorm 
rooms is, according to the school’s charter, in
violate. It would be lunacy to pretend that 
controlled substances are not being used on 
campus, but it is self-destructive to the com
munity to pursue all drug users with the single- 
minded intensity' of a rabid poodle.

—Ryan Underwood
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