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From the Editors: 
Give us your voices, Polity. In you 

resides the potentiality for a 
euphonious choir, singing the praise 
of wisdom. In you is the capacity 
to appreciate, to love, to critique, to 
complain about the quality of the dining 
hall food, all in perfect harmony. Will 
you not contribute? Will you not join 
our celestial harmony? Give us your 
voices, Polity. We aim at the Good. 

-The Gadfly 
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SCI: Language Tutorials 
Henry Hirsch A'15 
On Thursday, January 22, the Student Committee 

on Instruction (SCI) convened in the private dining 
hall to discuss the language tutorials. The primary 
goal of the language tutorials, according to the State

ment of the St. John's Program, is "training in the ~ 
means of precise communication." It is also often said 
that the language tutorials explore the connections 
between language, thought and experience. Do the 
language tutorials accomplish these objectives? Do 
students have any practical concerns regarding the 
language tutorials? 

Most of the students at the forum did not feel their language tutorials were training 
them to communicate more precisely. Several thought that not enough emphasis is put on 
examining the relationship between language, thought, and experience. They objected to . 
the amount of time that their classes spent both comparing the technicalities of their trans
lations and discussing the "plot points" of whatever text they were translating. The latter, 
one student argued, could be mitigated by translating texts that are familiar to students, as 
is done with Antigone in the sophomore language tutorial. 

Several others students believed that the language tutorials could better achieve their 
stated objective by incorporating texts into the curriculum that address the nature of lan
guage such as Heidegger's The Ode on Man in Sophocles' Antigone, Nietzsche's The ~irth of 
Tragedy, and Strunk and White's The Elements of Style. One student reported that ~1s class 
had begun to address the nature of language by translating in reverse (e.g., translatmg a 
Shakespeare sonnet into Greek). Another student thought that it would be constructive for 
freshmen to spend some time reviewing English grammar in their language tutorials. 

The forum concluded that the language tutorials currently fall short of their objectives. 
Not enough emphasis is put on investigating the connections between language, thought, 
and experience. This might be rectified by incorporating additional readings into the cur
riculum and by adjusting which aspects of translation are focused on in class discussion. + 

Book Collecting Winners 
The Greenfield Library is pleased to announce the win
ners of the 4th annual Book Collecting Contest. 

First Prize 
Christopher Hutter, Junior (Al6) 
I Didn't Learn That in High School: Books on Obscure 
American History 

Second Prize 
Brady Lee, (AGI14), Web Specialist, Senior Resident for 
International Student Services 
Legos and Greek: Books for My Daughter 

Read the Prize-Winning Essays here: 
http://www.sjc.edu/academics/libraries/greenfield
library/exhibits/ 

Please stop by the Library to view these unique collec
tions. The exhibit will be on display from February 4th 
through March 30th and is located in the Lillian Vanous 
Nutt Room on the 1st floor of the Library. + 

THE GADFLY 03 

I Dig Your Mirth 
Jerry Januszewski Counselor 

In the late 1970s, I lived in a rural university town where a significant 
number of people could have been called hippies. They rejected 
prevailing bourgeois values and led back-to-the-land lifestyles. 
I respected their bold, independent ways and imagined myself a 
kindred spirit, even though I myself was thoroughly bourgeois. 

One day I was reading a book in the "radical cafe" near the campus 
when a hippy-man sat down at my table. Sharing tables was common 
in that cafe, which espoused a more Marxist, communal way of doing 
things. When I glanced up from my book to acknowledge the man, he 
started talking. Eventually he explained his philosophy oflife and his 
solutions for what ailed the human race. One of his big ideas involved 
bananas. 

prisoner who escaped a brutal Soviet labor camp described a brief but 
humorous encounter with the great man: One day as Wallenberg was 
being treated roughly by his captors he called out, "Taxi!" -much to 
the amusement of his fellow prisoners who, despite their privations, 
were heartened by his gutsy gallows humor. 

A sense of humor in the face of suffering can be a saving grace that 
strengthens resilience and suggests a spark of hope. When we laugh 
we are fully present in the moment, if only briefly. The clarity of that 
present-ness is pleasing despite what other burdens we carry. As they 
say, laughter is good medicine, but it can also be good food, water, and 
oxygen. 

While traveling in India, I lived for a time 
He said, "Everyone's so depressed and you ' ' 

knowwhy?"(Ididnot)"Theydon'thaveenough Mirth at its best is a 
potassium, man! If everyone ate bananas they'd 
get enough potassium and they wouldn't be 
depressed. It's all in the bananas!" This made me 
laugh and so we talked for a while, enjoying each 

in a third floor apartment adjacent to a beautiful 
park. I immediately learned that a Hindu 
worship group gathered in the park beneath my 
window every morning at 7 AM. Egads! Their 

shared experience. 

other's company, laughing at each other's jokes. 
When he got up to leave, he paused and with genuine sweetness said, 
"I dig your mirth, man." We shook hands, then he was gone and I 
never saw him again. But the memory of him and our brief but warm 
encounter still makes me smile and appreciate the connecting power 
of humor. 

Sometimes humor can penetrate our discouragement when all 
else has failed. Ten years ago a friend of mine was admitted to an 
inpatient addiction rehab clinic. I sat with him for moral support 
while a staff counselor conducted the orientation interview. For my 
friend, entering rehab was a moment of real defeat-just barely better 
than going to jail. 

The counselor asked, "Do you smoke 
cigarettes?" My friend looked at her with 
despair, as if this were the final indignity, and 
answered, "I'm trying to quit" -which made 
all three of us laugh out loud, considering 
where we were. I greatly appreciated his sense 
of humor and how it slightly but significantly 
mitigated his misery in this situation. 

Mirth at its best is a shared experience 
that has power to reduce obstacles to 
intimacy. When I worked with incarcerated 
men, laughter was a great therapeutic tool 
that often eased them closer to each other, 
creating bonds and softening the hardened 
edges that men sometimes form around tl{eir 

deep sadness. As one inmate astutely observed, "If I didn't laugh, I'd 
cry, but laughing makes crying feel better." 

A shared laugh is a great leveler, a way to feel human together, even 
a way to restore dignity. Raoul Wallenberg was a Swedish diplomat 
in Hungary during WWII who saved tens of thousands of Jews from 
extermination. After the war, he was arrested by his former Soviet 
allies and charged with espionage. He was presumably taken to 
Siberia, and no one heard from him again. 

Information about Wallenberg in captivity is scant, but one 

meetings lasted one hour and always ended with 
laughter yoga. 

Laughter yoga involves group members 
looking directly at each other and forcing laughter, in the belief that 
feigned laughter is as beneficial to the body and soul as spontaneous 
laughter. I noticed it didn't take long for the fake laughter to become 
genuine, leaving the whole group cracking up for real. Sometimes I'd 
stand at the window and tell jokes at my normal volume and pretend 
to enjoy the hysterics of my "audience". What might have been a 
noisy nuisance became a secretly shared mirth that helped me feel 
tenderness towards this group of devotees. 

Mirth may be a higher order of humor, a deeper kind of delight. 
The poet William Blake said, "Too much fun is of all things most 
loathsome. Mirth is better than fun, and happiness is better than 

mirth." It is reasonable to me that a growing 
sense of mirth, rather than a growing cynicism, 
is a tremendous asset for a happy life. "Mirth is 
better than fun" is a strange sounding phrase 
to the modern ear, which distinguishes very 
little between the two. Contemporary life offers 
countless options for mirthless fun, empty 
entertainment, and banal diversions. Mirth, 
on the other hand, is uplifting and informative: 
it has meaningful content. It brings people 
together and leaves a person physically and 
emotionally healthier when concluded. 
In a moment of mirth we've banished the 
critical voice that brings toxic judgment to 
ourselves or to others. 

A mirthful approach to life may be akin to meditation, attending 
fully to the present moment, the opposite of escapism. I wonder how 
much sooner we'd hear whispers of contentment in our souls if we 
intentionally cultivated a humorous or mirthful filter for the moments 
of our day that might otherwise be irritating or discouraging. Mirth 
enlarges our capacity to take on the poignant struggles of life. For 
these reasons and others, I dig mirth, too. And with all due respect 
to my long lost hippie friend, I'd say mirth is probably better than 
bananas. + 
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Salem, Oregon 
Angry Owl Attacks Joggers: Salem officials warn joggers of an 
angry, hat-snatching owl located in the state capital area. According 
to Reuters, Keith Keever, the city's parks superintendent, explained 
that the Salem officials had never heard of case like this before. Brad 
Hillard, 36, was one of the last two joggers to have lost headgear to 
the owl. "It was kind of amazing how [the owl] just swooped down 
and grabbed my hat like that, Brad Hillard told Reuters. "It just 
pulled it right off like it was nothing!" Signs are now hung around 
Bush's Pasture Park to warn runners against jogging before dawn. 

Pinedale,"lllTyoming 
Sheriff Bans Western Attire: Longtime deputy of Sub-
lette County, Gene Bryson, retired after the new sheriff in town 
changed the deputies' dress code. Sublette County's deputies are 
now banned from wearing cowboy hats and cowboy boots and are 
instead required to wear black trousers, a tan shirt, black boots, and 
a black ball cap, Associated Press reports. The new deputy, Sheriff 
Stephen Haskell, 53, told the Star-Tribune the change was for safety 
reasons and uniformity. But for Gene Bryson a change in uniform is 
a change in identity. He explained, "I 've been here for 40-odd years 
in the sheriff's office, and I'm not going to go out and buy combat 
boots and throw my vest and hat away and say, 'This is the new 
me."' 

Denver, Colorado 
Marijuana Makes Taxpayers Money: Colorado's taxpayers are 
making money off the tax revenue from the legal marijuana sales. 
Passed in 2012, Amendment 64 from the Tax Payer Bill of Rights, or 
TABOR, restricts the amount of money Colorado's state treasury can 
take from tax revenue. As Mic News explains, once the state has es
timated how much the state will generate from a new tax, the state 
treasury must refund however much falls under their projections. 
For the Centennial State residents, this could mean $50 million in 
tax cuts in one year. "The only way to fix the refund would be to ask 
Coloradans to vote yet again, this time on an initiative that would 
exempt taxes on marijuana from the refund," Mic News reports. 

Kermit, Texas 
Boy Suspended for "Lord of the Rings" referenc: When 9-year
old boy, Aiden Steward, in a playful act of make-believe, told a class
mate he could make him disappear with his "one ring to rule them 
all," Kermit Elementary School called it a threat and suspended the 
boy. According to the Daily Times, Aiden claimed he could put the 
ring on his friend's head and make him invisible like Bilbo Baggins, 
who stole Gollum's "precious" in J. R. R. Tolkien's fantasy series 
"The Lord of the Rings". When the boy's father, Jason Steward, 
heard the school suspended him, he was shocked. "It sounded un
believable,'' Steward told the Daily Times. He insists his son "didn't 
mean anything by it." 
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Around 

Annapolis, Maryland 
'Serial' Star Has Been Granted an Appeal: Maryland Court of 
Special Appeals approved Adnan Syed's application for appeal, the 
Baltimore Sun reports. Adnan Syed, convicted of strangling his ex
girlfriend, Hae Min Lee, was the subject of Serial, a podcast series 
hosted by Sarah Koenig. "It's the first step in a pretty long process, 
but we're extremely happy," Syed's attorney, C. Justin Brown, told 
the Baltimore Sun. Syed was convicted of his ex-girlfriend's mur
der in 1998 and sentenced to life imprisonment. Many years after 
his conviction, Syed's family wrote a letter to journalist Koenig to 
further evaluate the case. Koenig has since shared her investigative 
work on what has become the most downloaded podcast in history, 
Serial. Public pressure pushed the state of Maryland to re-open the 
case. Syed's appeal is scheduled to be heard in June. 
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the U.S. 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Comcast Turns Customer's Name to "Asshole": When Ricardo 
Brown's wife, Lisa Brown, called Comcast and tried to waive a can
cellation fee, Ricardo's next billing statement read "Asshole Brown" 
in place of his real name. Comcast bounced Lisa from a customer 
representative to a "retention specialist", a member of the army of 
employees responsible for keeping customers from dropping Com
cast, Consumerist reports. Lisa told consumer advocate, Christopher 
Elliott, that she was never rude and cannot figure out why she was 
called an asshole. According to Consumerist, Comcast's local offices 
could not explain the name-calling, and Comcast headquarters has 
since apologized and refunded the Browns two years of service. 

05 
Detroit, Michigan 
Vital tubes pulled: A 69 year old marriage ended when both man 
and wife died in the hospital only 8 hours apart. Gene and Pat War
rington met in junior high and married while Gene was on leave 
from boot camp during World War II. After his safe return the 
couple had been inseparable ever since. After a visit to his wife's 
hospital room, which revealed her ailing condition, Gene decided 
to pull his own tubes and cords out telling a son, "It wouldn't be 
fun without her." This did not come as a surprise to the family who 
knew the couple to only do things together. The couple has left 
behind 3 children, 7 grandchildren, and 12 great-grandchildren. 

Burlington, Vermont 
Oldest known time capsule: On January 6, Museum of Fine Arts, 
Boston conservator Paul Hatchfield opened the nation's old-
est known time capsule in the walls of the Massachusetts State 
House. It was originally buried on July 4, 1795 by none other than 
midnight-rider Paul Revere and Samuel Adams, who was then 
Massachusett's governor. Inside the plaster-sealed, corroded box 
were five neatly folded newspapers, a collection of 23 coins dating 
as far back as 1652, a medal depicting George Washington, a replica 
of Colonial records, and a silver plate commemorating the erection 
of the new State House. The capsule had until last week remained 
unopened since it was orinally found in 1855 by workers making 
some repairs on the State House. 

Boston, Massachusetts 
Harvard Just Banned Sex Between Teachers and Students: It's 
official. Harvard has banned sex between teachers and students. 
According to Quartz, Harvard announced their revised policy 
on Monday, February 2. Previously the university only warned 
against "amorous relationships" between faculty and students or 
junior colleagues, without ever banning them. The revised policy 
explicitly states that no faculty member can engage in a romantic 
or sexual relationship with any undergraduate student. However 
there is an exception: graduate students. Harvard only prohibits 
such relationships when the professor is supervising or teaching 
the student in some way. In those cases, Quartz explains, as long 
as the supervision has concluded, the final grade has been submit
ted to the Registrar, "professors and graduate students may enter a 
romantic relationship." 

Hunterdon County, New Jersey 
Chris Christie Faces Criminal Investigation: Bennett Barlyn, 
former prosecutor with the Hunterdon County office, may likely 
have jeopardized Governor Chris Christie's political future as 2016 
presidential candidate, the Inquistr reports. Four years ago, the 
former prosecutor accused Christie for obstructing justice to help 
some of his political allies. Christie's then-Attorney general, Paula 
Dow, overturned all 43 of the grand jury's indictments; and, Barlyn 
was fired soon after. Four years later, the Justice Department is 
returning to Barlyn's charges. According to the Inquisitr, no formal 
charges have been leveled. Michael Drewniak, Christie's spokes
person, said, "This is conspiracy theory stuff from someone who 
is obviously casting a wide net with hopes of coming up with a big 
fish or something. It's nonsense." 
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Edward Dickinson 
Holly Huey A'16 

The Elizabeth Myers Mitchell Gallery celebrates the life and work of Edwin Dickinson in its exhibit, A Lineage of America! Perceptual 
Painters. Gallery guard, Holly Huey,focuses our attention on one of the many fascinating pieces included in the exhibit, An Anniver
sary. Be sure to stop by the exhibit before it closes on March 1. Gallery hours extend from noon to 5 pm, Tuesday through Sunday. 

(This piece was originally published on the Mitchell Art Gallery's blog, themitchellgallery.wordpress.com.) 

For Edwin Dickinson, life and art were 
inextricably joined. As one of his students 

talented yet deeply depressed and alcoholic 
musician. "Burgess was the chief influ-

once commented, "Dickinson didn't think ence in my entire life," Dickinson once 
independently of his life and what hap- stated (Carbone). After Burgess committed 
pened on the canvas or the drawing paper suicide-it was Dickinson who found the 
- they were exactly, identically the same body-Dickinson was awakened to a new 
thing." (TFAO).His large hauntingly, enig- aesthetic of intensely dark and profoundly 
matic paintings are a piercing look into the psychological symbols. 
mind of the artist. At the top of the trinity, a male musi-

Dickinson was highly influenced by cian (mostly likely symbolizing Dickinson's 
realist artist and mentor, Charles Webster brother) holds, but does not play, a vio-
Hawthorne. Under Hawthorne's instruc- lin. Multiple other unplayed instruments 
tion, Dickinson learned to look for the scatter the scene, and sheets of music score 
unexpected and to paint without formulas, lie unnoticed by the figures of the painting. 
to squint to determine value relationships, The fact that neither the instruments nor 
to establish compositions between "spots" the music score are used seem to suggest 
of color (Hawthorne, wiki). It is here Burgess' unfilled potential as a musician. 
in the seemingly strange juxtapositions of The somber gathering of people, all dressed 
monochromatic forms, dark figures, and in black or dark attire, seem to depict a 
miscellaneous objects of his paintings that funeral setting. Yet Burgess' presence 
Dickinson's life emerges in image. within An Anniversary (perhaps an anniversary of Burgess' death or 

In An Anniversary (1920-21), the dark symbols of Dickinson's funeral) is very much living. Symbolically as a musician dressed in a 
life are an overwhelming and intimate portrayal of the artist. Anniver- lively red and clearly a major influence of the painting, Dickinson's 
saries were significant dates for Dickinson, who meticulously record- brother is quite present. In a painting of memories, time blends. Past 
ed the anniversaries of births and deaths of relatives, dear friends, and present come together in the artist's mind. 
and individuals he greatly admired-including Beethoven, Bach, and The following year of his brother's suicide, Dickinson's father 
Proust, as well as Civil War battles and other major events in history remarried to a young woman twenty one years his junior. It is argued 
(Driscoll, wiki). It is thought that the painting was directly inspired that perhaps besides Dickinson's brother (or more so), Dickinson's 
by Thomas Hardy's poem "An Anniversary," relationship to his stepmother is the greatest 

in which anniversaries are "the saddest days ' ' The profound depth of influence and subject of An Anniversary. 
of the year." Yet Dickinson's An Anniversa- His father's marriage was a deep source 
ry does not seem to depict a single day of the Dickinson's personally ofresentment for Dickinson, whose taboo 

year. The crowd of figures, who appear to be dark life are seen and Oedipal conflict with his father caused him 

unaware of each other, and clutter ofmiscel- intensely felt in his much estrangement from society's ac-
laneous objects strewn across the bottom of ceptable norms (TFAO). The aged father 
the painting do not contribute to a unified work. (left within the trinity) waves a weak but 
narrative. Instead, the shadowy forms and admonishing or accusatory finger toward the 
densely layered composition of the painting viewer. In this moment, the viewer is imme-
seem to evoke the notion of memories. diately and uncomfortably placed within the disjunct narrative of the 

At the center of An Anniversary, three brightly toned faces-an painting. Here, the viewer would seem to assume the role of Dickin-
aged father, musician, and young woman- form a certain composi- son himself. It is clear Dickinson does not paint his father favorably 
tional and symbolic trinity of Dickinson's life. nor does his father look back favorably upon the viewer- that is, 

Several major tragedies deeply affected Dickinson and his work. Dickinson. Yet it is unclear whether the decrepit father truly sees the 
During his youth, Dickinson was a constant witness to his mother's viewer; his eyes are barely open and given his appearance of extreme 
protracted tuberculosis and eventual death. After her death, the age, it is possible presbyopia has altogether claimed his sight. Like his 
family was shattered, and relatives drifted away from each other as unawareness to his son's romantic feelings toward his wife, so too is 
Dickinson's father was unable to hold together the family. he physically blind. + 

Ten years after his mother's devastating death, Dickinson found 
himself living in New York with his brother, Burgess, who was a Continued On Pg. 8 
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Johnnie of th·e Vine 
Warren Winiarski is a much celebrated California winemaker. He graduated from St. John's College in A nnapolis, Maryland, in 

1952. Winiarski then returned to the University of Chicago to begin graduate work in political theory, as well as spending a year 
of study in Naples and Florence, Italy. He taught at the University of Chicago for six years while working toward his Ph.D. Win
iarski's experience in Italy invited him to be a winemaker. After working for, and learning from, various wineries, including that 
of Robert Mondavi, he bought a carefully selected SO-acre prune orchard in 1970, which he turned into a vineyard that he named 
Stag's Leap Vineyard and W ine Cellars . 

Six years later, a bottle ofWiniarski's very firs t vintage at the winery (1973) was selected for comparison in the historic Paris 
Wine Tasting of 1976, where it won first place among iconic Bordeaux-classed growths and California Cabernet Sauvignons. A 
bottle of his award-winning 1973 S.L.V. Cabernet Sauvignon wine is on display at the Smithsonian's National 
Museum of American History in Washington, D.C. In its November 2013 issue and related book, Smithsonian 
magazine included this bottle as one of the "101 Objects that Made A merica." The wine bottle was selected 
from among more than 137 million artifacts, works of art, and specimens in the collection f or its historic 
importance in creating awareness and recognition of the quality of wine being made in California. Other 
items chosen from among the collections for this historic list included Neil Armstrong's space suit, Abraham 
Lincoln's top hat, Charles Lindberg's Spirit of St. Louis, and Lewis and Clark's compass. ~ 

Winarski played an integral role in the creation of the 1968 Agricultural Preserve A ct in Napa County and 
was inducted into the California Vintners Hall of Fame at The Culinary Institute of America at Greystone in 
2009. Winiarski sold Stag's Leap Wine Cellars in 2007 and continues his passion for greatness in grapes and 
wine at his Arcadia Vineyard in 
the Napa Valley. 

Warren Winiarski A'52 

St. John's College's curriculum implies the possibility of a philo
sophic life. The way the liberal arts are practiced at St. John's is a 
path to this life in part because its curriculum has such a strong 
focus on learning about learning, what learning is, and reflecting on 
what it means to know. But such an education also prepares one to 

quickly and make up for a late start) an unsleeping need to ask 
"Why?" Now, my teacher in the first, small winery where I was an 
apprentice was not the kind of man to say each morning "This is 
the lesson for the day." His winery was a workplace and we had 
jobs to do - so while being a good master, in the sense that he was a 

ask questions about all sorts of other more 
practical and non-philosophical things. It 
prepares you to reflect on the form of your 
questions and thereby to reflect on how 
your questions relate to the objects or the 
realities you are attempting to understand. 
St. John's attempts to give you the habits 
of a learning frame of mind, maybe even a 
learning 'frame of soul'. 

' ' But such an education 
good practitioner of the craft, his morning 
greeting was followed by the words "This 
is the job for today." Being thrown back on 
my own resources to understand required 
a certain reliance on my training in those 
skills of questioning and reflection that I 
had learned at St. John's. After awhile I re
alized I was getting good at knowing why 

also prepares one to ask 
questions about all sorts 
of other more practical 
non-philosophical things. 

So what is it like learning the habits of 
the soul to become a wine maker and a grape grower? It is, in many 
ways, the "way" of the St. John's liberal arts curriculum - trying 
to get down to the bottom (or to the top) of each step in a complex 
sequence of things that can be described by means of some of the 
methods students employ in curriculum inquiries. For example, 
"what is it," "how is it," "where," "how much or little" and similar 
modes of pinning things down. 

Getting to the bottom of the craft of grape growing and wine 
making also required for me to acquire (since I had to catch up 

step B followed Step A - and that step C 
would be next or else, given the end to be 

achieved, step D might be the alternative. I also began to see that to 
achieve a goal, some means would be better than others that were in 
general practice at that t ime in the wineries of the Napa Valley. With 
the resource provided by this kind of learning, I was enabled, maybe 
even compelled, to innovate beyond the methods and practices 
which were, for the most part, current at the time. + 
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UPCOMING 
EVENTS 
Tuesday 02/10 
Kunai 

4PM 

Fencing 
6PM 

Wednesday 02/11 
St. John's Chorus, Great Hall 

7PM 

Thursday 01/15 
CrossFit 

11:40AM 

Friday 01116 
Fencing 

6PM 

All College Seminar: 
Heraclitus' Fragment 

McDowell Hall 
7PM 

Saturday 01/17 
New Carrolton Shuttle 

9AM 

Sunday 01/18 
Shopping Shuttle 

4:30 PM 

Gadfly Meeting, 
Lower level of the BBC 
7PM 

If you would like to see your 
event on the weekly schedule, 
please email sjca.gadfiy@ 
gmail.com. 

Continued From Pg. 6 

Indeed, only the young woman is star
tlingly aware of the viewer. Though the 
trinity of figures lies at the center of the 
painting, the young woman's face (right 
within trinity) is most central to An Anniver
sary. With pursed lips, her Mona Lisa-esque 
expression makes it unclear of her feelings 
of the viewer. Yet as the viewer looks upon 
her, she gazes back with equal attentive
ness. Amidst the chaos of dark images, the 
viewer's gaze natural settles on her enigmat
ic face. Her face is calm, and as one gazes 
into her eyes, so too does the viewer become 
calm. Perhaps An Anniversary the depres
sion Dickinson experienced at his father's 
marriage to another woman or perhaps the 
depression experienced when he realized 
his love for his father's new wife? Perhaps 
the painting depicts his father's impending 
death or funeral? 

The profound depth of Dickinson's per
sonally dark life are seen and intensely felt 

THE GADFLY 

in his work. Because of the viewer's per
spective and painted deliberate relationship 
with the figures of the painting, the viewer, 
in a sense, becomes Dickinson himself. The 
viewer sees and feels as Dickinson does. 

Yet as much as these images seem to sym
bolize Dickinson's life, they do not explain 
his life. Perhaps these symbols do not exist 
at all. Dickinson generally "avoided explana
tion except to describe procedures, techni
cal problems, and formal concerns. Even 
when he mentioned the underlying subject 
or theme of the painting or identified, he 
acted mystified abut some of its particulars." 
(Ward, wiki).Yet in this, Dickinson frees the 
observer to experience the painting in terms 
of its mood and formal interplay and its 
suggestion of memories evoked by the title. 
The viewer need not experience the dark 
intensity and sadness of the painting merely 
as Dickinson's feelings. The viewer feels the 
intensity and sadness as one's own. + 

Q: Who would win in a fight, 
happiness or virtue? + 

A Question About Johnnies 
Q: Why do Johnnies check their mail 7-8 times a day when they only ever get, 
like, one thing a week? Isn't that kind of sad? 

-Concerned Citizen 

A: The checking of the mail is an important ritual in the daily life of a Johnnie. 
After class, and after meals, the Johnnie feels lethargic, either with a belly un
comfortably full of food, or a mind uncomfortably full of knowledge (or drained 
of all knowledge it thought it possessed, as the case may be). In such situations, 
the Johnnie does not feel like immediately returning to work. However, neither 
does the Johnnie (usually) feel like sitting around like a bum when there is so 
much work to do. Therefore, the subconscious says, "Hey, I know! I can check 
my mail before doing work. That's a thing responsible people do, right? Check 
their mail? And hey! I can keep hanging out with my friends!" So you see, it is 
a way of avoiding work while also pretending to be responsible. Thank you for 
your question! 

-The Gadfly 


