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A Serious Question
I have recently heard someone say that
there are no modern heroes. It i-s-·
corrunon to say "som~thing is good" but
how often, in 1982, do we exclaim
"he or she is noble!" In Homer, in-old
fashioned war, noble passions filled
the lives of the young with the incentive to be noble. But now our wars
and our culture are very different.
When are you filled by a sense of
noble passion? Where is it today?

To The Polity:
On Wednesday night, January 27, at
about 7 p.m., while Juniors and January
Freshmen were having dinner together in
the Dining Hall, a group of students
began jumping up and down on the second
floor of Randall, in order apparently to
make a disturbance by way of welcoming
the newly arrived students. A disturbance it was. The chandeliers swayed
ominously, and a number of acoustic
tiles came loose from the ceiling and
fell down onto tables and floor. Luckily,
no one was hurt. Observers in the Dining
Hall have described the event as "scary" ..
This "welcome", we are informed, is
a
, a year and a week old. We
must add: it is a stupid, pointless tradition, with no saving feature, and is
dangerous and destructive as well. ·we
demand that the "tradition" be terminated
forthwith.. \-./e promise that students in a
future year seeking to repeat a "welcome"
of this sort will face stiff fines or
suspension or expulsion from the College.
In othe.r \lords: :::;to~> .:i.t.

DH..

Weinstein, ' 82

/
I
I

a

3arbara H. Leonard
Curtis ~,Jilson
Assistant Deans

Campus Mail will be distributed
twice on Sunday, Feb. 14: once at.1.L2
Noon; and once at 7pm.
~
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Monday, February 8 - Sunday, February 14, 1982
Monday, Feb. 8

Student Aid time sheets due

Tuesday, Feb. 9
_4:00-6:00
4:15-5:15
7:00-9:30
7:30 p.m.
_9:00 p.m.
. -~. W,~es~a:r, Feb, 10
.00 ,6.0Q.
'4:00-6:00
4:00-6:00
7:00 p.m.
7:00-10:00
7:15-10:15
8:00 p.m.
8:15 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 13
9:00-12:00
8:15 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 14
3:15 p.m.
6: 30 p.m.

Faculty Study Group - Mr. Zeiderman
Study Group - Mr. Raphael
Painting Class
New Testament Class - J.W. Smith
Delega.t~ Council Meeting

McDowell 24
Conversation Room
Mellon 207
McDowell 36
McDowell 21

Firecider
Wittgenstein Study Group - Mr. McKinley
Faculty Study Group - Mr. Zeiderman
Small Chorus - Mr. Zuckerman
Ceramics Class
Life Drawing Class
·study Group: Aristotle's Politics - Mr. Berns
Humphrey Bogart Film Series: John Huston's Treasure
of Sierr·a Madre 1948 Walter Huston, Tim Holt

McDowell 23
F.S.K. Lobby

Dining Hall

Sculpture Class
Film: Blake Edwards' The Great Race 1965
Tony Curti?, Natalie Wood, Jack.Lemmon, Peter Falk

Mellon 207
FSK Auditorium

Film: Blake Edwards' The Great Race 1965
Tony Curtis, Natalie Wood, Jack Lemmon,
Pottery Class

FSK Auditorium

Passing of the French Reading Knowledge
Examination is a pre-requisite for entering
the Senior year.

Sincerely yours,

Edward G. Sparrow
De~n

Cof;fee Shop·
Rare Book Room
McDowell 24
Great Hall
Mellon 207
Mellon 207
McDowell 32
FSK Auditorium

Annapolis Area Alumni Luncheon

The second French Reading Knowledge
Examination will be given on Saturday morning,
February 20 at 9:30 a.m. in McDowell 31.
The test is to provide· a readable translation
in English that gives accurately the sense
of the French original.

by Janet Durholz

Financial Aid Of :ti

Thursday, Feb. 11
2: 15 _p. m.
Delegate Council_ Meeting with Deans and Treasurer
10.:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Blood Drive
LONG WEEKEND BEGINS AFTER SEMINAR
Friday, Feb. 12
12:00 noon

Lecture Rev,iew

Pe~er

The Wednesday
possible (and
st. John's, continues this week with
The Treasure of the Sierra Madre, directed by John Huston, and starring Walter
Huston and Tim Holt. Walter is, of
course, John's father, and his excellent
performance won him an Oscar for Best
supporting Actor. The story is an engrossing study of the depths to which
greed can drive men: Bogart, Huston, and
Holt play three men who set out prospecting for gold in the mountains of Mex~
ico, and the changes in their personalities brought on by their mutual suspicions power the film to its ironic conclusion. (John Huston plays the American
tourist and Robert (Baretta) Blake plays
the little kid at the beginning of the
movie.) 8:15 Wednesday at 8:15, free!
Because it's long weekend and lots of
people like to go away, (including projectionists) there will be no Ascent of
Man or Friday late movie this week. For
those of you who find it hard to break
the habit, though, we will lower the
screen and turn on the projector for an
hour andr a half at 11: 15. Admission will
only be 75¢.

Falk
Mellon 207

The second Algebra/Trigonomet:ry Test
will be given on Saturday morning,
February 20 from 10 to 11:30 a.m. in
Room 24.
An account of the kind of problems
appearing on the test and how to solve
them is given in a short manual available
in the Bookstore.
Passing both the Algebra part and the
Trigonometry part of the test is necessary
for entrance into the Junior year.
Sincerely yours,

Edward G. Sparrow
Dean

For those who don't go awav, the film
on Saturday at 8:15 and Sunday at 3;15
will be The Great Race directed bv
Blake Edwards, and starring Tony Curtis, Natalie Wood, Jack Lemmon and Peter
Falk. The story is set near the turn of
the century and concerns a great autorrobile race from New York to Paris.
(There actually was such a race in 1908)
Tony Curtis plays the chivalrous hero
good guy in white, Lermnon plays the nasty crooked bad guy in black, and Wood is
the suffragette damsel in distress. It's
a big bawdy slapstick farce, spoofing
just about every type of movie ever made.
It's great fun, and includes the biggest
pie fight ever filmed, with Curtis in
spotless whites, wandering idly through
it. Come see if he gets it or not! It's
only a buck.

In Mr. Dark.ey' s lecture, "The Darkling Singer," he read and commented on
three poems that share the image of a
bird singing in the dark--and if you
didn't know that that was what 'darkling' meant, you weren't at the lecture.
The first selection was the opening
of Book I I I of Paradise Lost, Milton's
famous invocation of light. Mr. Darkey
spoke of Milton's loss of sight, and told
how he composed his poetry at night as he
lay awake, memorizing the verses, to be
dictated during the day. Thus the poet
writes, "as the wakeful Bird/Sings
darkling, 11 summoning the invisible
beauties of creation in song.
Keats' "Ode to a Nightingale" owes
something to Milton's bird, although it
calls the poet in a different direction:
"Darkling I listen; and for many a time/
I have been half in love with easeful
Death ••• " Keats had just lost a brother
so to him the nightingale's song spoke
of mortality.
The title of Thomas Hardy's poem,
"The Darkling Thrush," admits his indebtedness to both Keats and Milton.
It was written on the last day of the
nineteenth century, when Hardy, at the
age of sixty, had already written his
last novel. ("The tangled bine-stems
scored the sky/ Like strings of broken
lyres .. ") The darkness of this poem is
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spiritual, for it is set in late evening,
in winter; the sudden sound of the thrush's
song suggests "some blessed Hope."
Mr, Darkey tried to discover what
these birds had in cormnon. He said that
their wings suggest freedom, their bright
eyes alertness, and their beautiful voices,
the poet's act of singing. He mentioned
Homer's epea pteroenta, winged words. But
he stressed that these are not simply metaphorical creatures, and that in each case
the poet was very probably inspired by a
real bird singing a real song.
~~ In conclusion, he read a poem by Frost,
which was very lovely, and was not the
one distributed ahead of time, so all you
absentees lost out again. Everyone enjoyed themselves thoroughly at this lecture; Mr. Darkey' s readings were beautiful
and moving.
Now I am forced. to confess that if
I were presented with a nightingale, a
thrush, and a lark, all singing their
heads off, I should have no idea in the
world as to which was which--so I am not
qualified to report on the discussion
which followed the lecture. Mr. McGrath,
however, raised the following very interesting question: "Are all singers necessarily darkling, or are some larkling?"

From the Health Center
Our next Blood Dri~e will be Thursday,
February 11, 10 ~.m. to 4 p.m. in the
Lobby of F.S.K. The 10 a.m. appointments
will be reserved for 10-12 people with
0 negative and 0 positive blood. This
blood will be used for newborn babies who
can't tolerate anything but fresh blood.
Since 85% of the population have positive
Rh factor blood, it won't be difficult to
schedule O+ people. However, it may be
difficult to find 0- donors for this spe...
cial project. Your blood type is on your
donor card, and if you gave in our last 2
blood drives I have a computer print-out
with your type listed. There is a shortage
of blood so all donors will be welcome;
please call ext 53 or see me for an appointment. Total time to donate is about
1 hour--this includes time to check your
health history, temperature, and blood
pressure.
Marilyn Mylander
College Nurse

Lively Arts
Concert: The Albernie Quartet--at the
Library of Congress, Coolidge Auditorium,
Feb. 12, 8 pm, info., (202) 287-5108.
Recital:

Virginia Reinecke--on piano,

works of Beethoven and Chopin, at Loyola
College in Baltimore, Feb. 12, 8:15 pm,
info., (301) 323-1010 x 243.

Emlyn Williams--as Charles Dickens, solo
performances, at the Mechanic Theatre in
Baltimore, Feb. 15-20, (301) 752-1407.

"A Delicate Balance"--hy Edward Albee, at
the Arena Stage, in Washington, thru Feb.
28 9 info., (202) 554-9066.
"Pirates of Penzance 19 --by the USNA Glee
Club, at Mohan Hall in the Naval Academy,
Annapolis, Feb. 12-27, ( 301) 267-3464.

It has recently been my good for~une to.
discover on the third level of the library,
buried beneath
pile ~apparently)
tearodden notes for a senior essay, an irnpor~ant and as yet unpublished t:r·:.!:::.ti~e by th'"
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At the State Circle Theater: "Taps", with
George c. Scott and Timothy Hutton.
Folk Dancing Lessons••at the Maryland Hall,
Wednesdays' 7:30-9:30, see Miss Brann for
details.
L. DeSimone--Student Activities Committee
A100-101

8985-26
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At the Playhouse Theater: Livingston Taylor,
Main St .. , Annapolis, (301) 263-2641.
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There is no true existence .. *"
As evidently we cannot term
the existent as 'existing', an
idea hitherto confused by the
babbling of my esteemed colleagues,
we must term that which r~ers to
the existent in itself (b <.:t.cni-'f) u •
by the clear and distinct (hence
possible, hence true) term the
periaptic persistentialism of the
propotentioperception ~s ~ot ~
oriofortiori identical with the
existent. Hence 4the existent is
not.••••• Q .. E.D.

Revised in B
*Heretofore it has beet_{ the ·
811560-1
••A beingness of a being has
custor;i among :;hi losophers to
been an assumed existence of an
doubt all yet to dou~t not that
existent, hitherto taken as the
in the doubting the doubtfulness
reality of a real. Yet the pseudoof the doubter's doubts may doubtsusceptibility of the subject to
fully be doubting that which is
subjectivity is exactly in question ..
itself in doubt.. · Consequently
Hence an existent existence is a
despite the SU~)erhuman wisdom,
conditioned and not a conditional
dedication, inspiration and vircondition which consequently detue of my predecessor, they have
mands the devaluation of the difuniversally spoken not merely
fident, driveling disseminators
without a grain of truth to their
of that dogmatic doctrine that has
words, but even such that only a
hitherto kept the insight of my
stuttering, drooling, .-ulgar and
philosophy from the tutors and g~v_:erchance epileptic moron shoul0
2rnors of Heidelberg University.
85
be convinced.. From this fate I
B3.;65x10
• 0 (qua sum)
alone have had the good fortune
3 .. 66x10 86
to be rescued.
Revised in C
••••that is to say the circumvenCl-1.5
tuous co-consistency for the conceptocorelation
Revised in B
Revised in C'
*He..retofore it has not been
C'1.256•••••Hence is not the existent
the case ......
1 .. 25689

1. c.f.: the celebrated Plato
the illustrious Descartes
the most esteemed nasty)oor-soJ itary-brutish-andshort Hobbes
: the su~erlatively sage
Spinoza
: the superhumanly humane
Hume
: the divine Kant

2. And hence of course, a lucrative and well-deserved income
from myself
3. reading with Dingebatt 'identical' for 'the exact same'
4. see index Vol. 87 pp. 4982-4991
submitted

s.

Nelson, •83
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•6--------------------------------------------~-------------------------------------------~-A LOGICAL EXERCISE

CeR & AiR.
In a recent editorial in the New York Times i~ was suggested that there
was a certain irony in the fact that many of those who oppose abortion
also support capital punishment. Preswnably, the author thought he had
sniffed out a self-contradiction. If that is what he meant, I have heard
and read the claim a number of times.
The question of contradiction is not altogether a simple one, and to follow
it out is not without interest, particularly to sophomores who may be beginning legitimately to wonder whether the dry abstractions of traditional
logic have anything to do with the pressing issues of the day (we are unlikely
to become exercised over such examples as "No pelicans are Presbyterians").
Let A= abortion, C = capital punishment, and R = right (or, if you please,
"permissible"). Those who oppose abortion and support capital punishment
(hereafter referred to as "Group I") assert
AeR

&

CiR.

Now, if contradiction lurks here, one of the two assertions must entail the
of the other. That is, AeR and CiR are mutually contradictory
not-CiR and hence CeR,

AeR
or

All abortions are acts of capital punishment.
This is certainly false, as most abortions are not carried out with the
thought of punishing the victim for some offense. Let us, however, re-·
place C ("capital punishment") with K ("the deliberate killing of another human being"). Members of Group I will certainly not object to such
a substitution, for they will experience no difficulty in assenting to
AeR & KiR (at most they would complain that KiR is a bit vague), and they
would unhesitatingly reject the missing premise KaA. What about Group II?
Will they assent to KeR & AiR? It is my experience that many (though not
all) willv particularly if we further restrict K so as to leave out acts
of war, euthanasia, etc. Members of Group II will contradict themselves
only if they assert the missing premise AaK, that is,

CiR implies not-AeR and hence AiR.

Under what circumstances would these inferences be logically necessary?
We cannot irmnediately infer CeR from AeR nor AiR from CiR. To negotiate
either pass, some missing premise is required. We want .to reason
If

and AeR, then CeR,

or (2) If

and CiR, then AiR.

(1)

As for (1), the universality of the conclusion and the negativity of the
premise AeR require that the other premise be a universal affirmative proposition. As for (2), the affirmative conclusion requires that the missing
premise be affirmative, and the particularity of the explicit.premise CiR
requires that the missing premise be universal.
Accordingly, the missing
premise must be either CaA or AaC. A survey of the valid syllogistic forms
will show that only CaA will do. That is, those who oppose abortion and
support-capital punishment are guilty of self-contradiction if and only if

Ail1 acts of capital punishment are abortions.
Surely, this is a doubtful proposition, for, until recent years, not all
legal executions were performed in utero. But the members of Group I must
somehow be persuaded to embrace it if they are to be correctly charged with
self-contradiction.
Let us turn briefly to another group, those who oppose capital punishment
and support abortion (hereafter referred to as Group II).* They assert

*

Note that the characteristic assertions of Group II can be had simply
by exchanging the letters C and A in the characteristic assertions of
Group I. Pushmepullyous beget Pullmepushyous, and we can repeat the
analysis done for Group I simply by carrying the exchange of c and A
all the way through. The members of Group II fall into self-contradiction if and only if they assert the missing premise AaC, that is,

I overlook those who oppose both practices and those who support both
practices, as I am not aware that anyone has charged them with selfcontradiction.
·

All abortions are the deliberate killings of other human beings.
Now, unlike CaA, AaK is not universally recognized as a manifest absurdity.
Indeed, it is currently the subject of lively debate among intelligent
people, involving such questions as "What is life?" and "What is a human
being?". AaK would be endorsed by most members of Group I and some members of Group II, for example, those who would limit legalized abortion
to certain extreme cases (pregnancy as the result of rape, danger to the
mother's life, etc.) and who would consider abortion the.. lesser.of two
evils.*
To sum up, Group I is guilty of self-contradiction only on the assumption
of a proposition which everyone knows to be false. Group II is guilty
of self-contradiction only on the assumption of a proposition which is
generally recognized to be debatable and which some of its members endorse.
It therefore strikes me as "ironic" that the charge of self-contradiction
is most frequently urged by members of Group II against Group I.

*

They would probably prefer to replace "right" with "permissible." These
persons would undoubtedly be among those members who would resist the
enlargement of CeR to KeR and hence would avoid self-contradiction.
However, they place themselves in the somewhat awkward position of
having to maintain that it is never permissible to execute a criminal
but sometimes permissible to kill an innocent human being.
(Members
of Group I, on the other hand, can comfortably maintain that it is
sometimes right to take a guilty life but never right to take an innocent life.)
Robert Williamson

8-----------------------------------------------STUIJEHTS OF ST. JOHN'S CCLLEG E;:
Ladies and Gentlemen,
From time to time the College makes
available some of its facilities to
"outside" groups, principally the Lobby
of the Francis Scott Key Audi tori um.
I'm sure all of you have at one time or
another noticed the use of that area l;y
persons from outside the College.
The lobby is not only a lobby,
however. As we all know, it is also a
passageway to the classrooms in Nellon
Hall, and all of us have frequently used
it as such, purposefully winding our way
to our destinations amid a sea of strange
faces. It is the policy of the Colleg~
to let this happen, to let ourside groups
use the Lobby subject to its also being
used as a thoroughfare by the members of
the College.
Some of us, however, as we have
swiftly swept through the crowded Lobby,
have also swiftly swept some of the. food
there displayed. We have either thought
it our duty to sample the quality of the
refreshments being offered to our guests,
or we were htmgry and, assuming that the
friends of our friends were also our
friends, and that friends have all things
in common, we have gladly share(l with them
their food and drink.
Alas! Consternation among the hosts!
Rightly, too. We had not brought i t to
mind that those refreshments, that food
and drink, had not been provided by ~he
College for us but had been provided for
and by those very guests for their own
consumption!
And so we must bring this to mind
and keep it in mind when we use the Lobby
on crowded occasions. We may continue to
use the Lobby as a thoroughfare while
it is also being used for non-college
fWlctions, but only if we determine not
to consume--and succeed in not consuming-the goodies that tempt us away from the
direct pa.th of virtue.
To the wise, a word is sufficient.
There are other entrances to the .l'·Tellon
classrooms.
Sincerely yours,
Edward G. Sparrow
Dean

is
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This week both Venus and Mercury will
achieve station point.c. in the morning
sky, Wednesday and Friday, respectively.
From this point both of the planets begin
eastward motion, movin~ earlier into the
morning sky. Friday morninp at G:30, a
half-hour before sunrise, both planets
shonld be seen in the eastern sky close to
the -horizon, Mercury 7° and Venu~ 15°
ahove, while the moon will he by a few
degrees northeast of l10th Saturn and Mars
in the western sky.
Two astronomers we consider p,reat hegan
life this week many years aRO, Yicolas Copernicus, on the 14th in 1473; and Galileo
Galilei on the 15th in 15~4. To celehrate,
reminisce about the Copernican Revolution
on Sunday, and observe a falling body on
Monday.
Sunday, the sun enters the constellation ~quarius and the moon is at the
last quarter phase.
()From:
Assistant Deans' Office
()
Do not use thumbtacks on the doors of
McDowell.
Tape your messages on the
window panes or obtain special tape
from the Assistant Deans' Office that
will not pull off the paint.

33 West Street
268-4545
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SEEING REDS
Reds is a film whose assets and liabilities are-so intertwined that it's impossible
to discuss them separately. It has a lot
going for it - good performances and breathtaking cinematography among them, but it also
has a choppy narrative and several striking
errors of fact.
First some background: the film is about
the life of John Reed, the legendary American
journalist who wrote the classic ~ Days ~
shook the World. In his brief life (he died,
in Russia,--at3°3) he covered and was arrested
during the Patterson Silk Strike, rode with
Pancho Villa in Mexico, was one of the founding
members of the Provincetown Players, was tried
(along with the other .editors of The .Masses)
for conspiracy to violate the Espionage Act,
covered most of the important stories of his
time and a lot of the trivial ones, and witnessed first-hand the Bolshevik Revolution. A
man who did so much in so short a life is hard
to encapsulize in a fllm - even a long one.
Reds tries, and fails, to have it both ways while only covering the last five years of a
remarkably crowded life, it still manages to
sprawl.
The film can be broken down .into three
parts; the first is about the relationship between Reed and Louise Bryant. They met (in
Reed's hometown of Portland, where Bryant was
married to a dentist), fell in love, and
Louise left her husband to live with Reed in
Greenwich Village, which was at the time in an
authentic golden age of Bohemian radicalism.
They later went to Provincetown, Massachusetts,
where Louise had an affair with Eugene O'Neill.
The second part of the film concerns
Reed's part (along with Louise, whom he had
married by this time) in the October Revolution
and the third is about Reed's struggles within
the American Socialist Party, his return to
Russia in order to gain recognition from the
Comintern of the Communist Labor Party, his imprisonment in Finland, and his death from
typhus in 1920.
If this sounds like it makes for a sprawling film, it's because it does - the film never
achieves the kinetic energy which the subject
demands. warren Beatty (who produced, directed,
and stars as John Reed) wrote the script with
Trevor Griffiths, and it has the same flaws,
the same flabby lack of structure as the script
for Heaven Can Wait, which he co-wrote with
Buck Henry.---r:Fhe-5C"ript desperately needs a
Robert Towne to pull it into some shape, and an
Eisenstein to give it energy and passion - as
it is, the movie is less Russian t~an Californian - mellow, laid-back, and.without drive.
In addition, the film has a striking number of factual errors. The following are a
few of the most obvious:
1) The film has Louise telling O'Neill
that Reed and she are "free" sexually, when in
fact she lied to him, telling him that Reed
was impotent due to his kidney trouble •
2) Implies that Loise and O'Neill's
sexual relations ended with her marriage to
Reed (not true).
3) Has Louise seeing O'Neill, presumably
in New York, after the Oc~bor Revolution
(which not only didn't happen, but O'Neill was
married at the time, which the film doesn't
mention).
4) Has Louise returning from Russia at
the same time as Reed (she arrived before

and surprisingly, the film
the
trouble Reed had upon re-entering
country while the film shows Reed having his papers and
notes confiscated, they neglect to mention that
he was strip-searched and held for questioning
for hours) ..
5) Has Louise in Chicago for the factional
quarrel with the Socialist Party and the organization of the Communist Labor Party (she
wasn't there).
6) Has Gregory Zinoviev changing a phrase
in Reed's speech at the Baku Congress from
'"clus war" to "holy war".
(Not true - Zinoviev
used the phrase in a speech of his own. Considering the big deal the film makes of this,
it's confusing, to say the least.)

*

*

* *

*

* *

The acting, given the confines of the
script, is excellent (with two exceptions I'll
discuss in a minute). The film is packed with
well-crafted performances in small parts Edward Herrman as Max Eastman, George Plimpton
as an editor, Dolph Sweet as I.N.W. leader Big
Bill Haywood, Gene Hackman as a friend of
Reed's, William Daniels as a leader of the
Socialist Party, Paul Sorvino as Louis Fraina,
Maureen Stapleton as Emma Goldman, and novelist
Jerzy Kosinski as Gregory Zinoviev all give
outstanding performances. Like many another
actor-director, Beatty knows how to get the
most out of his performers - as a result, every
person on the screen (almost) is vivid and
makes an impression, no matter how brief their
appearance.
The two exceptions to this are Jack
Nicholson as O'Neill and Diane Keaton as Louise
Bryant. I've discussed some of my reservations
about Nicholson in a previous article. The
whole portrayal of O Neill, in the acript and
by Nicholson, I found much too soft:· .as if they
were conspiring to show O'Neill in a more flattering and unrealistic light. At the time he's
shown in' the film, O'Neill was living in a
shack (with a sign on the door saying "Go To
Hell") after occupying the hull of a wrecked
ship at Truro. He was inarguably an alcoholic
(in fact, his hands used to shake so badly that
he couldn't get his first drink down without
spilling half of it) and, for all extents and
purposes, a derelict. Arguably a misogynist
(he had a cute habit, picked up from his
brother, of referring to women as "pigs"), he
was certainly not as Nicholson portrays him and it's a shame, because if.the script had
given a better sense of the man, Nicholson
might have given a performance, instead of the
Looney Tunes caricature he was forced into
giving. As it is, he manages to come close at
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one point - when Louise tells him that she and
Reed have gotten married, O'Neill tells her,
"You're a lying Irish whore from Portland and
you used me to get Jack Reed to marry you."
It's a tense, angry moment - true to O'Neill,
but it doesn't last. Compare it to O'Neill's
last scene in the film (where he tells Louise
that, "You think that if you discuss the revolution with a man before you go to bed with
him, that i t ' l l be missionary work, not sex.").
Although the line invariably gets a laugh
(Nicholson delivers it with a fine, snotty
leer), it's totally untrue to O'Neill.
Diane Keaton as Louise Bryant is a different story. While Keaton gives a dynamic
performance, it seems somehow inappropriate to
the subject. Louise Bryant had a vivid personality and a flair for self-dramatization
(one of O'Neill's biographers wrote that she
"saw herself as a combination of St. Joan and
Mata Hari"), but she was not all that talented
or, it would appear, all that bright.
In fact, Louise Bryant bears a fair psychic resemblance to Zelda Fitzgerald. Both
were strikingly attractive women who felt
overshadowed by their legendary husbands and
tried, more or less unsuccessfully, to compete
with them. Bryant's writing could be vivid
(in her Six Red Months in Russia, she draws an
amusing portrait of Kerensky; theorizing about
what he'll do after the provisional government
falls, she playfully suggests, "Perhaps he
will star in the movies ••• "), but she lacked
Reed's force and power as a writer.
Warren Beatty is perfectly cast as John
Reed. Alternately boyish, serious, passionate
about both love and insurgency, he comes across
with the essence of the man's character. He
plays it a bit cute now and again (as when he
tries to cook dinner for Louise and messes it
RD), but he manages to give the only one of
the three main performances that captures the
character of the original.
·
The most interesting (and underdeveloped)
part of the film was the growing conflict between Reed and Zinoviev. Every biography of
Aeed will tell you that Zinoviev was Reed's
'bite noir; that he summed up the feudalistic,
bureaucratic soul of Russia at its counterrevolutionary worst. And it's true that he
managed to be a fairly constant thorn to
Reed, with a shrewd, unstated contempt for a
man who was in his eyes a revolutionary dilletante, although a useful one. His message
to Reed was, in effect, "What are you bothering
ua for? This is not your country. Our workers
are not your workers, and this struggle is
ours, not yours. You managed to become famous
writing about us, so now you have a name you
can exploit. Very well, we will do.so - but
don't think you are anything other than a
bureaucratic functionary. When your usefulness
is over, you will be discarded like a broken
printing press. What cannot produce propaganda
we have no use for."
Zinoviev had, I think, few illusions that
the new Russia would be much different than the
old - the new, having put him in a position of
power, would simply for that reason be preferable (Zinoviev would be thrown out of the Communist Party and later shot by Stalin's
orders). And he understood that Reed's position as regards Communism, Soviet or otherwise,
was that of a man who didn't know his place
and who wouldn't stay there - who was, essentially, a bourgeois.
But (and this neither Zinoviev nor Reed
understood at the time) the aftermath of the
October Revolution was Reed's attemp~ to re-

define the role of the journalist into that of
literary insurgent and thereby synthesize the
discrete elements in his own nature. It has
been a pattern in Reed's life up to that point
that he would hear about an existent situation
{whether in Mexico, Patterson, or somewhere
else), go there, listen, talk, get involved,
then write the story and spli~. His involvement was never and never could be more than on
a surface level, no matter how much his sympathies were engaged: and when it came down to
it he leaned (however half-heartedly) toward
detachment and objectivity because that's what
journalists do, and that's exactly what Reed
felt constrained by. That's what his best
writing fights against - that smug, censorious
third person singular. His genius for selfaggrandizement usually put him at center stage
in his journalism, and when reading his work
you cannot help but notice his profound didactic streak - Reed was at his best an angry
social satirist somewhat comparable (in aim
if not in execution) to Swift - and they both
shared the same thwarted desire for power.
Russia was Reed's attempt to fuse the objective journalist, social satirist, revolutionary, observer, and insurgent into a whole.
This kind of psychic dichotomy is (as
Zinoviev no doubt would have told him) unworkable - you've got to be either one or
the other. A phrase common during the 60's
ran - "In a revolution one wins or dies."
Reed lost.
Reds is good but should have been much
better, but I can't bring myself to censure
Beatty for trying to make a film that seems to
have been beyond his grasp. Ambition and
daring are shrinking faster than the price of
gold these days - and with everyone and his
agent playing it safe, it's heartening to
know that there are filmmakers interested in
and willing to make a film about a man with
dreams and ideals, and who died trying to
achieve them.
-by Tom Moran

To Socrates
So, so you think you can tell
Parmenides from Hell,
the like from the same.
;an you tell the others
from the One which is?
The whole from its parts?
'.::io you think you can tell?
And ·iid they get you
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How I wish, how I wish you were here.
We're just J50 lost souls
swimming in a fish bowl,
year after year,
Running over the same old ground.
What have we found?
The same old fears.
-M. Kinser • 85
& Pink Floyd 1 82

Contributions may be sent to the
Development Off ice and notification of the
gift will be sent to her family.

- - Spring Conoours 1982 - n to all college and university students desiring to have their poetry
=:,oDogized. CASH PRIZES will go to the top five poems:

$100
First Place

$50

$25

Second Place

Third Place

$15
$10 Fifth

Fourth

AWARDS of fr~e printing for All accepted manuscnpu m our popular,
handsorriely bound and copyrighted anthology, AMERICAN COLLEGIATE
?OETS.

Edwin J. Delattre
President

Deadline: March 31

CONTEST RULES AND RESTRICTIONS:
1.
p.ny student is eligible to submit his or her verse.
2. All entries must be original and unpublished.
3. All entries must be typed, double-spaced, on one side of the page only.
Each poem must be on a separate sheet and must bear, in the upper lefthand comer, the NAME and ADDRESS of the student as well as the
COLLEGE attended. Put name and address on envelope also!
4. There are no restrictions on form or theme. length of poems up to
fourteen lines. Each poem must have ii separate title.
(Avoid "Untitled"!) Small black and white illustrations welcome.
5.
The judges' decision will be final. No info by phone!
6.
Entrants should keep a copy of all entries they cannot be returned.
Prize winners and all authors awarded free publication
be notified
immediately after deadline. 1.P. will retain first publication
for
accepted poems. Foreign language poems welcome.
7. There is an initial one dollar registration fee for the first entry and a
fee of fifty cents for each additional poem. It is requested to submit
no more than ten poems per entrant.
8. All entries must be postmarked not later than the above deadline and
fees be paid, cash, check or money order, to:

From the Career Counseling Office:
We have received the 1982-83 Directory
of Summer Internships. It's the yellow
and orarige book in the reading room.
We have received a limited number of
Federal Summer Job Booklets; there
are not enough to distribute, but you
may extract the information you need
and I can provide the necessary forms.

Marianne Braun
Director of Career Counseling

INTERNATIONAL PUBLICATIONS

PLEASE NarE--

P. 0. Box 44-l

.ONLY 20 MORE DAYS TO ORDER YOUR
SABY ANIMALS OF THE WORLD

Los Angeles, CA 90044

·rHIMBIE COLLECTION

See Grady Harris for details.

to

trade
others for one? Number f'or w1i ty'?
Existence for change? Less for more?
Anr1 did. you exchange the whole in the
f11ture for the pa.rts in the present?
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A fund has been established at St.
John's College in Annapolis in memory of
the late Ruth Sutphin. It will be called
the Ruth Sutphin Memorial Garden Fund and
it is planned to have a plaque prepared which
will name one of the gardens at the College
in her honor.
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DIRECTORY CHANGES:
~

JANUARY· FRESHMEN

Delegate Council

..

Churchville, Zoe
304 Chase Stone
Braswell, Anne
303 Chase Stone
Malinowski, Christine
408 East Pinkney
Anastaplo, Theodora
204 Humphreys
Davis, Anna
206 Humphreys
Sharp, Marion
301 Pac a Carroll
O'Keefe, Rachael
303 Pac a Carroll
Lord, Susan
308 Pac a Carroll
Mullen, Alexandra
211 Pac a Carroll
Goodwin, Joie
209 Pa ca Carroll
Sha ch, Laura
208 Paca Carroll
Mease, Nancy
109 Campbell
Bonilla, Natasha
114 Campbell
Carter, Marion
104 Campbell
Fisher, Melinda
104 Campbell
Gosselink, James
103 Chase Stone
Moore, Chris
103 Chase Stone
Breslin, Peter
402 West Pinkney
Rice, Mike
306 West Pinkn~y
Corcoran, Richard
205 Randall
Parker, Donald
207 Randall
Johnson, Ward
202 Randall
Mcshane, Stephen
210 Randall
Stahl, David
315 Campbell
Plourde, Walter
315 Campbell
Marklin, Martin
311 Campbell
Robson, James
106 Humphreys
Zenzinger, Theodore
206 East Pinkney
405 East Pinkney
Williams, Gloria
Kezar, Annastasia
106 Campbell
Oppenheim, Lucy phone # 267-8736
Richardson, Laurie 4 Randall St.
267-8736
Talley, Claire
40 Murray Avenue
Nelson, Catherine 40 Murray Avenue
Kowalski, Daniel 41A Murray Avenue
268-5212

49
49

40
34
34
63
63
63
52
52
52
28
28
28
78

47
47
43
42
45
45
45
45
31
31
31
33
37
40
28

Aron, Carl
Block, Heidi
Frame, David
Cross, Amy
Fettig, Blaise
Forte, Tania
Friday, Jonathan
Glynn, Thomas
Hart, John
Jacobs, Genevieve:
Kidd, David
Kinsley, Pamela
Lewis, David
Liggett, Mary
Litton, Bruce
Paulson, MontPPritchard, Lee
Reinhardt, Alfred
Shaw, Sally
Siegal, Anthony
Sitorner, Ann
Stebbins, John
Vermette, David
Wiley, Robin
Wilson, Jeffery
Zerla, Terrance
Puckette, Linda
Spires, Jerald
Finnegan, Laura
Metsen, Karen

~WHAT

303
206
204
204
206
304
311

205
309

Campbell
31
Humphreys 34
Randall
45
Humphreys 34
Randall
45
Humphreys 35
Campbell
31
Randall
45
31
Campbell

45
202 Randall
37 Madison Place, Apt.
217 Campbell 29
46
302 Randall
303 Campbell 31
45
209 Randall
113 Campbell 28
45
204 Randall
303 Humphreys 35
45
206 Randall
113 Campbell 28
45
Humphreys 34
45
Randall
Campbell 29
Humphreys 35
West Pinkney 43
Humphreys 35
Humphreys 35

209 Randall

203
207
217
307
406
302
302
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m:L£GATZ COUNCIL FC:.2TING - February 2, 1922
Present: Brasacchio, Lord, crtle,.Ba~garten,
Benedict, Bucknell, Feldman, Harris, Henry,
Oggins, Peterson, Reichart, Trevisan,Viola
visiting: 3tebbins
1. ~s. Benedict briefly reported on the meeting which she.attended of the ~tate Board of
Higher ~ducation. Issues per~in~nt to students
were discussed such as the drinking age. Despite some faults, she said the meeting was
worthwhile and will continue to attend on a
monthly basis. See her article in the GALFLY
for further details.
2. The 3t. John's Community was invited to a
vigil at the 3tate House last ~onday night by
MADG--r~1other Against :Crunk ::..riving.
.:iince it
was a seminar night, it was unlikely that Johnnies could attend. If anyone would like to become more involved in MADD, Mr. Brasacchio has
a number you can call.

J. ocore mail--A letter was sent urging students
who are l\';aryland residents to write to their
legislators in favor of 3enate Bill 187 which
concerns tax reductions for Maryland sturlents
paying tuition. Posted in the Coffee Shop is
the bill and a list of the committee to whom
you can write for more information.
4.

~e voted to appropriate ~20.74 to
for new checks and a checkbook.

~r.

~rtle

5.

Andy ~hite put a motor in the mirrored ball
which cost him $23. ~ince the D.C. is not going
to pick up the tab, it would be nice if people
made donations. There was a motion to call it
the "Andrew 11hi te 1'temorial r::irrored Ball" but
did not pass. 'l'here was another motion to call
it the "A.ndre.v 11hi te fi:ernorial Niirrored Ball
~otor" but that didn~t pass either.
Gh well.
The L.C. does thank him, though.
6. Some toilet paper and shower curtains were
stolen from a maids' closet in Humphreys. No
suspects. If you have any information which
might lead to the authority's finding out Nho
the individual or individuals is or are; pleas~
let us know. All information will be kept
strictly confidential.

?.

There was a question about whether the
smoke detectors are battery operated.
Susan Lord • 84
Polity Secretary

2.
r: orm delegates should come to the 'Business
Office if things in the dorm need to be repaired
or replaced. They need not bring complaints of
that nature to this meeting.

J. N'.iss Leonard is concerned about the new
tradition of oednesday night parties which is
building rapidly. Thereare already plenty of
things to do on a dednesday night. Nor does
she like the spontaneity of these parties which
was made evident by the fact that she denied
someone permission to host a party at 9145 the
previous night. There used to be a rule against
parties during the week. Also, party hosts have
been getting sloppy about cleaning up after parties. ~uggestions are being sent to the student
clean up crew and it will be made sure that there
are cleaning utensils. She essentially would
like to know about these parties ahead of time
and feels that there should not be so many
Wednesday night parties that students will be
upset if there isn't one.

4.

The smoke detectors are not battery operatedthey are hard-wired. Fire extinguishers are
checked periodically. A certified firm recharges
them annually. New ABC extinguishers which put
out all types of fires will be installed in the
ne~.;;t few weeks.

5. The damper was off-track in the Chase-Stone
fireplace. It is now on track.
Susan Lord •84
Polity Secretary

0PECIAL DELEGATE COUNCIL if8ETING
February 5, 1982
Present: Brasacchio, Lord, Ertle, Adams, Baumgarten, Benedict, Feldman, Henry, Konyha.
Peterson, Trevisan

DELEGATE COUNCIL ME.CTING t'i'ITH LEANS AND TREASURER

visiting: Betor, Buchanan, Ross

Present: Sparrow, Leonard, ~ilson, Elzey,
Brasacchio, Lord, Lrtle, }eldman, Harris

The only decision made at this meeting was
to reimburse Joe Houseal for a new stylus bought
last dednesday.
.
There will be discussion about the SOB ~d'
~~OP!:; (Son of Bacchus and Maintenance of Polity
Equipment) Charters at the next meeting.

visiting: !Yiyland er, s eigh

submitted by James Hyder,
Never Eat Anything Bigger thaJ2
Your Head & other Drawings, b'f
B. Kliban

People who know that their blood type is O pos.
or 0 neg. are asked to donate in the morning
because of this new thing: A pedipak, which is
used for newborns, must be distributed within
24 hours. In order for that to happen, the
blood must be brought to the center in Baltimore
immediately and in-order for it to be done in
a 24 hour period, the process must start in the
morning. Mrs. Mylander is scheduling appointments but that does not mean that you need an
appointment to donate. Please give.

1. Miss ~eigh, representing the ried Cross, gave
Pres. Brasacchio some propaganda about donating
blood for him to distribute to students. There
will be a blood drive on Thursday, FebA 11 in
the lobby of FSK. Everyone is encouraged to
donate. (You also ·get free. GOOkies and juice.)

Jusan Lord '84
Polity becretary
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MEN'S

by B.ryce Jacobsen

Free Throw Tournament: This is it! Our
Tournament of Nerves! As we all
know, foul shooting is about 80% mental.
Which team has players who can concentrate
the best? We shall soon know.
Just come to the gym at the times listed ••• and shoot 25 fouls. There's really
nothing to it! A piece of cake!
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Volleyball:
Feb. 3 ••• Greenwaves-4, Spartans-3. The
Spartans were ~ close to winning this one
that it was ••• well, pitiful. Three times
in the fifth game they were serving for the
match ••• and three times it eluded them! This
excrutiating frustration seemed to have taken its toll. They lost the last two games
by 15-10 and 15-0.
Credit the Waves with really hanging tough
when it counted, and bringing off the dramatic comeback of the season.
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Feb. 4 ••• Guardians-4, Druids-0. The Druids
reverted to their old ways, losing badly.
Basketball: Hustlers-70, Spartans-68. Avery exciting, tense and competitive game •••
six players fouled out! The Spartans started out strongly, building a 26-12 lead in
the first period. The Hustlers only managed
to make three field goals in this period,
but went 6-for-6 at the foul line to stay
in sight.
Their B's narrowed the margin by outscoring the Spartans 19-13, so it was 39-31 when
the last period started. And now the Hustlers got it all together, closing within two
points with a few seconds left ••• and Mr.
Houston at the foul line with two shots coming. With a casual display of grace under
pressure, he sank them both, to force an
overtime period.
Once again it was Hustler accuracy at fobl
shooting that counted, they making 8-for-11
in the overtime. Foul shooting was the big
difference in this game. The Spartan A1 s
only made 5-for-19, whereas the Hustlers
were 19-for-24!
This victory moved the Hustlers a lot closer to a possible league title, with only
two games remaining.
All in ali, it was a very frustrating
week for the Spartans.

Guardians-79, Greenwaves-50. The Wave1
were shooting about three per cent in the
first period ••• or something like that. The
rest of the game was strictly a fun thing,
and a good time was had by all.
LEAGUE STANDINGS:
VolleI:ball
Guardians
Greenwaves
Spartans
Hustlers
Druids

W L Pts
4 1 13
4 1 13
2 3
9
2 3
1 5

9

8

Basketball
Hustlers
Druids
Guardians
Greenwaves
Spartans

w L Pts
5 1 1&
3
2
2
2

2
3

4
4

11
9
10
10

THIS WEEK'S SCHEDULE:

Free Throw Tournament:
Tues. Feb. 9
Wed. Feb. 10
Thurs. Feb. 11

3:00-4:00
3:00-4:00
1:00•5:30

Volleyball ••• Wed. 4:15 Hustlers-Spartans
(No basketball ••• Long Weekend)

WOMEN'S by Terri Hahn
Volleyball:
Feb. 2 Amazons 3 Nymphs 1
(15-11, 15-6, 11-15, 15-11)

In the third game Miss Braswell
finally got her serve to go over the net.
She raised the score six points which was
enough to lead the Nymphs to win that game.
Welcome to all the newcomers1
Feb. 4 Maenads 3 Furies 0
In the second game both teams had
some very nice volleys. The Maenads proved
that they were better at it and won·that
game 15-12. In the third game Miss Polk
put in seven consecutive serves to win the
'lame ..
Feb. 5 Nymphs 3 Furies 2
(17-15, 9-15, 8-15, 15-13, 15-12)

This was the first well-matched game
of the season. It was close all the way to
the last server. Both teams have their
serves down and now it's time to start practicing volleys.
Next Week: Tues. Feb. 9
Next Week: Tues. Feb. 9 Amazons/Maenads
Free Throw Contest-Come shoot free throws
on one of these days! Try not to wait
until the last day please!
Feb •. ~
3-5: 30 pm
9
3-4 pm
~o
3-4 pm
1-5:30 m
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Lost and Found Items
Gray suitcoat
Blue short sleeve shirt
Blue shirt
Blue-green wool sweater
Navy hooded sweat jacket
Plaid wool jacket
Black suit coat
Beige winter coat
Beige gloves
Beer stein
Black slipper
Brown felt hat
Brown suede shoes
Black leather gloves
Various other gloves and scarves
School ring
ID bracelet
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Please claim these items in the
Assistant Deans' Office

Staff
Artists
Copy Editor
Assistant Copy Editors
Circulation Manager
Assistants

Production Manager
Assistants

Elizabeth Stuck
Laura Trent
Helen Conlon
David R. Stein
A. Scott DuPree
Marlys-Johanne Pearson
Peter Wages
Jon Baumgarten
Mike Moore
Marion Betor
Mark Burks
Jody Skinner
Allen Speight
Tim Costello
Mike Cresswell
c. Todd Reichart
Eric Quinn
Stuart Kaufman
Demi McTamrnany
Mary lee Wielga
Ann Marie Kamensky

Printed in the St. John's College
Print Shop

'fHE GADl"U 1• an independent atudent
published every
while school is
seasion. It 1• free for student• and
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subscription
for one .-ater.
will be furniahed upon
payable to THE GADFLY. Write
St. John's Colleqe, Annapolis,
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