
SITES OF INTEREST 

A-LIBERTYTREE 

One of the last of this country's Liberty Trees stands on the northern side of the 

campus near the Barr-Buchanan Center. Believed to be more than 400 years old, 

this tulip poplar sheltered the Sons of Liberty before 1776 as well as French 

troops on their way to Yorktown during the American Revolution. 

B-LIBERTY BELL 

The replica of the Liberty Bell standing on the front campus is one of 48 cast in 

1950 by the U.S. Department of Treasury as part of a nationwide drive to promote 

the sale of defense bonds. 

C-ALUMNI MEMORIAL TABLET 

This memorial erected in 1920 honors the 24 St. John's students who served and 

died during World War I. The figure on the bronze tablet depicts the alma materwith 

a drawn sword bowed in mourning over those alumni whose names are inscribed on 

the shield. St. John's sent 452 alumni overseas during the first world war. 

D-COLLEGE CANNON 

The cannon near McDowell Hall was used in the War of 1812 and is one of 13 

dredged out of Baltimore Harbor. 

E- QYADRANT AND RING 

On the walkway adjacent to Mellon Hall a quadrant and bronze ring are mount

ed on a granite plinth. These instruments are described by Ptolemy in his 

Almagest. The graduated quadrant measures the noonday altitude of the sun, 

and the ring in the plane of the equator identifies the moment of equinox. 

F- NEW PROGRAM SEAL 

The bronze-cast New Program seal located at the foot of the quad was made by 

88-year-old John Cook, a former St. John's laboratory technician. The motto on 

the seal is "Facio liberos ex liberis libris libraque," which means, "I make free 

adults from children by means of books and a balance." 

G - RUTH SUTPHIN ROSE GARDEN 

This rose garden honors the late bookkeeper Ruth Sutphin, who served St. 

John's for 24 years until her death in 1982. 

H-KATE MOORE MYERS MEMORIAL GARDEN 

The boxwood garden behind the Carroll Barrister House was dedicated in 1984 

to a long-time college benefactor, the late Kate Moore Myers. 

I - FRENCH MONUMENT 

The monument near the college boathouse honors the French soldiers and 

sailors who died en route to Yorktown during the Revolutionary War. They were 

buried on campus. Dedicated by President Taft in 1911, it is among the first mon

uments to the unknown war dead in this country. 
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HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE 
AT ST. JOHN'S COLLEGE 



AN HISTORIC VIEW OF THE CAMPUS 

St. John's College traces its 

origins to King William's 

School, founded in 1696 in 

Annapolis. The present site of 

the college was proposed as 

early as 1761 by, among others, 

Charles Carroll, the Barrister, 

whose house now stands on 

campus. When St. John's was 

chartered in 1784 to perpetuate a succession of able and honest men, it 

was with a view also to its being the western branch of the University of 

Maryland, with Washington College on the Eastern Shore as the eastern 

branch. Four of the college founders were signers of the Declaration of 

Independence: Charles Carroll of Carrollton, Governor William Paca, 

Thomas Stone, and Samuel Chase. Chase and Stone were members of 

the first Board of Visitors and Governors. The richest man in the coun

try at the time, Carroll was not a member of the original board but did 

join it in 1786. He contributed the largest sum to the founding of the 

college - 200 pounds. To assure that St. John's would be for the benefit 

of youth of every religious denomination, the charter was written by 

three clergymen of different faiths : William Smith, an Episcopalian and 

St. John's first president pro tern; John Carroll, a Roman Catholic; and 

Patrick Allison, a Presbyterian divine, representing other religious 

sects. When St. John's began classes in 1789, the college absorbed the 

property of King William's School and all the students attended the col

lege. Among the first students were George Washington's step-grandson 

and two nephews. Francis Scott Key was also an early student, graduat

ing in 1796. During the Civil War, the northern forces used the campus 

first as a parole center for the exchange of prisoners and then as a hospi

tal. The college became a military school in 1884, resumed its liberal 

arts program in 1923, andin 1937 adopted its New Program centered on 

the reading and discussion of great books. In 1951 the college became 

co-educational. St. John's opened a second campus in Santa Fe, New 

Mexico, in 1964. The Annapolis campus is a National Historic 

Landmark and lies within the Annapolis Historic District. 

CHANCELLOR JOHNSON HOUSE 
(CIRCA 1720) 

A fine example of an early 18th century gam
brel roofed dwelling, the Chancellor Johnson 
House was moved to the campus in 1937 
after being purchased by the Chesapeake and 
Potomac Telephone Company, which needed 
its location on Northwest Street to make 
room for projected offices. The house is 
named for John Johnson, an alumnus of the 
class of 1820 who at one time owned the 
property on which the house stood but lived 
with his family in a larger brick house 
fronting West Street. Johnson was the last 
chancellor of the state of Maryland, a 
position abolished in 1851. 

CHARLES CARROLL, 

THE BARRISTER HOUSE (1722-23) 
The Carroll Barrister House was built by 
Charles Carroll, the surgeon, and moved by 
Historic Annapolis in 1955 from its location 
on Main Street to the St. John' s campus. 
Carroll's son, Charles Carroll, the Barrister, 
born in the house in 1724, was the principal 
writer for the Declaration of the Delegates of 
Maryland adopted on July 6, 1776. A member 
of the board of King William's School, 
Carroll introduced a conciliatory bill in 1761 
that repeated a recommendation that 
Bladen's Folly, now McDowell Hall, be used 
as the site of a new college. Portraits in the 
reception room are those of a former mayor 
of Annapolis, Thomas Jennings, and his wife. 
The college offices of Admissions and 
Advancement are now located in the house. 

MCDOWELL HALL (1742) 
Simon Duff, a Scotsman, came to Maryland 
especially to construct this building as the 
official mansion of Thomas Bladen, colonial 
governor of Maryland. Begun in 1742, it was 
abandoned as being too grandiose and 
became known as Bladen's Folly. It was orig
inally designed with wings, in the style of 
James Gibbs work. Thomas Jefferson 
admired the unfinished building, writing in 
1766: "They have no public building worth 
mentioning except the governor's house, the 
hull of which after being finished, they have 
suffered to go to ruin." 

After being completed as the first (and only) 
college building in 1789, it held classrooms 
on the first and second floors, student sleep
ing quarters and faculty rooms on the third 
floor, and the kitchen and dining room in the 
basement. Here Francis Scott Key, who grad
uated as class valedictorian and later helped 
organize the alumni association, attended 
classes. In 1824 two dinners and a ball were 
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given in the Great Hall for General Lafayette. 
The Great Hall also served as headquarters of 
the Union Army Medical Corps from 1863 to 
1866. Almost destroyed by fire in 1909, 
McDowell was rebuilt according to its origi
nal 1789 design . The building is named for 
St. John's first president, John McDowell. 

HUMPHREYS HALL ( 1837) 
The first building added to St. John's was 
Humphreys Hall, named for the Rev. Hector 
Humphreys, president from 1831 to 1857. It 
is an excellent example of castellated Gothic 
Revival, notable for its octagonal towers at 
the comers. Known initially as the boarding 
house, Humphreys first was used as a dormi
tory and later as a science hall. In 1958 the 
interior was remodeled as a dormitory. The 
college bookshop in the basement displays 
the original center support of the building, a 
foundation wall of brick culminating in a row 
of round-headed arches. 

CHASE-STONE HOUSE (1857) 
Built at the end of the classical revival period 
and at the beginning of America's Victorian 
era, the Chase-Stone House is considered to be 
in the style of a Florentine palace. It was used 
originally as a duplex residence for the presi
dent and vice-president of the college. Since 
then it has served as a dormitory. In 1963 it was 
completely renovated. The building is named 
for Samuel Chase and Thomas Stone, mem
bers of the college's original Board of 
Governors and two of the four Maryland sign
ers of the Declaration oflndependence. 

PACA-CARROLL HOUSE (1857) 
Although the Paca-Carroll House was built 
early in the Victorian era as another duplex 
to serve two faculty families, the house is a 
simple, well-proportioned building reminis
cent of the Federal era. It was named for two 
signers of the Declaration oflndependence: 
William Paca, who was among those peti
tioning the General Assembly for the college 
charter, and Charles Carroll, of Carrollton, a 
member of St. John's first board. James Cain, 
the American novelist, whose father taught 
at St. John's, was born in Paca-Carroll in 
1892. In this century it became a student 
dormitory, which was enlarged in 1981 when 
a contemporary wing was added and the orig
inal section was gutted and rebuilt. 

PINKNEY HALL ( 1858) 
Dedicated in 1858 as a dormitory, this build
ing with Italianate overtones was named for 
William Pinkney (1764-1822), the only pupil 
of King William's School that historians 
have been able to identify. Pinkney served as 

minister to England and Russia and as 
Attorney General under Madison. Like 
Humphreys Hall, Pinkney' s roofline was 
once fretted with turrets. 

BARR-BUCHANAN CENTER 
(1899) 

This building, known as Woodward Hall, was 
constructed to serve as the college library. In 
19 68 it was extensively renovated; the rear of 
the building was extended and a fourth level 
added below ground. After the college 
library collection became too large for 
Woodward Hall and was moved to the 
Greenfield Library, the building was remod
eled and rededicated as the Barr Buchanan 
Center in 1997. It is named for Stringfellow 
Barr and Scott Buchanan, the founders of the 
New Program established in 1937. The Barr
Buchanan Center contains offices for the 
Graduate Institute, classrooms, common 
rooms, the King William Room, a computer 
lab, and tutor offices. 

RANDALL HALL ( 1903) 
Randall Hall was named for the Randall fam
ily. Its neo-classical Edgar T. Higgins dining 
room, with high Georgian details, is consid
ered one of the handsomest rooms in 
Annapolis . A 1930 addition houses a modern 
kitchen and serving area as well as a small 
private dining room. The upper floors of 
Randall are used as a dormitory. 

IGLEHART HALL-(1910) 
The college gymnasium is named for Lt. E. 
Berkeley Iglehart, an alumnus who had a dis
tinguished military career and who helped 
make the building a reality. Its suspended run
ning track is considered a rarity for its day. 

BENEFICIAL-HODSON 
BOATHOUSE ( 1934) 

Constructed in 1934 and renovated in 1989, 
the building houses a large upstairs room 
used for college functions and parties. Below 
is a spacious boathouse where the college 
boats used in the rowing, crew, and sailing 
programs are kept. 

GREENFIELD LIBRARY 
(1934, 1996) 

The building originally known as the 
Maryland Hall of Records was constructed in 
1934 on land deeded to the state by St. John's 
for $10. Designed by Baltimore architect 
Lawrence Hall Fowler, the Georgian Revival 
style Hall of Records contained a core of 
seven stories housing the state archives and 
perimeter rooms that reflected different 

periods with architectural details based on 
Maryland history. The conversion to a library 
for the college, begun in 1994 and completed 
in 1996, involved adding an underground 
annex topped by a landscaped plaza; gutting 
the central core and replacing it with a three
story atrium lit from above by a large sky
light; and restoring the perimeter rooms. 
The renovated building was named the 
Greenfield Library, in honor of the support 
of Stewart Greenfield (St. John's class of 
1951) and his wife Constance. It houses the 
college library collection, which numbers 
100,000 volumes. 

CAMPBELL HALL ( 1954) 
Designed in a modified Georgian style, 
Campbell Hall was built as a dormitory for 
women students, first admitted in 1951. It 
was named for Levin Hicks Campbell, a 
member of the class of 1793 whose descen
dant Milton Campbell contributed funds for 
the construction. 

FRANCIS SCOTT KEY 
AUDITORIUM AND MELLON 

HALL (1958) 
Designed by the California firm of Neutra 
and Alexander, this building contains the 
600-seat Francis Scott Key Auditorium, 
Conversation Room, music library, music 
and laboratory classrooms, and administra
tive offices (added in 1989). The auditorium 
was named for St. John's most famous alum
nus; the building was named for Paul Mellon, 
a student at the college in 1940 and a gener
ous benefactor. The building also houses an 
observatory and the Theodore McKeldin 
planetarium. President Eisenhower dedicat
ed the complex in 1958. 

HARRISON HEALTH CENTER 

( 1972) 
Constructed in the shape of a Greek cross, the 
infirmary is designed to live quietly by the 
Carroll Barrister House, its 18th century 
neighbor. The building, named for John T. 
Harrison, class of 1907, was funded for the 
college by his widow. 

ELIZABETH MYERS MITCHELL 
ART GALLERY ( 1989) 

The contemporary glass and limestone block 
gallery enables the college to offer museum 
quality traveling exhibits and special pro
grams related to the arts. 


