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THE VTOLENCR WTTHTN
by Sean ConneUy *93

As a child I grew up surrounded by almost mythical figures, 
men who were members of the militmy. At the age of seven my 
father introduced me to a man who told me that his job was to 
blow up bridges. Awestruck by this man, who seemed huge 
and invulnerable to me, I stared shyly at him while he helped me 
don a gas mask. He could also suck spaghetti up through his 
nose, a feat no less remarkable than destroying bridges in my 
opinion. He was a United States Navy SEAL and I have never 
forgotten him. Later, he became the stuff that my boyhood 
"shoot 'em up" fantasies were made of. I could not explain why, 
but the mystique of violence, even if imagined, was something 
heady and irresistable. There were other sailors and marines 
that I came to know, like Baby Grunt, a man who had risen from 
enlisted to officer status due to his aptitude in combat during the 
Vietnam War. Augmenting my romantic conceptions of the 
military were the stories told to me by my grandfather (a veteran 
of World War II, Korea and the early days of Vietnam) and a 
friend's father, who had flown numerous bombing missions 
over North Vietnam. In the woods behind my house in Horida, 
my friends and I would play at being soldiers in the jungles of 
QuangTri, or some other exotic-soimding province of Vietnam. 
In om games, as opposed to the reality of what occured in that 
war, the Americans always won. By the time I was thirteen we 
had graduated to elaborate rules of conduct and the use of Red 
Rider B.B. gtms. Soon after that, our interest fell off and was 
refocused elsewhere.

As children, most individuals are taught that violence in any 
form is unacceptable. At the same time we are inundated with 
fictional heroes who solve their problems through violence. The 
bloodthirsty games of boyhood are fed by images of John 
Wayne blazing away with cool efficiency at Japanese soldiers 
and Americcm Indians so grossly satirized that they seem to 
have sprung from a comic book. Gradually the love of this sort 
of fiction gives way to an understanding of what automatic 
weapons emd high explosives can do to a human body. For 
most, the later years of adolescence are marked by a knee-jerk 
reaction against war. This reaction, often scarcely thought out, 
is virtually a rite of passage. We have "grown" up when we 
realize that war is not a game and that the death of human beings 
is wrong. There still lingers, however, a fascination for violence.
During U.S. involvement (for lack of abetter word) in Grenada, 

recruiting offices for the military were swamped with eiUistees. 
After the release of Top Gun, a quintessentially American 
movie, the U5. Navy was almost unable to cope with the influx 
ofyoungmenwho wanted to fly jets. It is hard to ascertain what 
such behavior means in the context of our culture, though it can 
be determined that this paradox of human action is not simply 
a manifestation of modem society. The first book that we read 
in the St. John's program deals extensively with violence and

glorifies the act of vanquishing one's enemies. The youths who 
heard this story no doubt entertained dreams of fighting and 
defeating their enemies. These dreams of fighting and defeating 
their enemies. These dreams, when seen in our own age and 
culhue, should not be construed as a hatred for all mankind. If 
that were the case, then every person who enjoys watching 
football, wrestling and boxing, or who scmtinizes news items 
that tell of violence could be viewed as one who wishes for 
human destmction.
The source of our fascination with violence lies somewhere so 

deep and visceral that it is difficult to locate. At times it can seem 
almost physiological in origin. (Indeed, I have never felt so 
aware, so alive, as when a Mexican federale casually pointed his 
pistol at me and told me to empy my backpack). The "fight or 
flight" mechanism in the human brain can be triggered by a 
sense of impending violence, causing rapid physiological 
changes in an individual. A few symptoms are increased heart 
rate, shallow breathing and heightened awareness. Does vio-
lence feed a subconscious desire for intensity in our lives? How 
much of this desire for intensity stems from socialization? Can 
it be subordinated? Replaced?

We would like to believe that we are peaceful by nature. But 
one person's statement that "I abhor violence" is contradicted 
by the crowds that gather at the site of an auto accident, by 
rioting soccer fans and by the absorbtion with which we watch 
Iraqi targets disintegrating tmder the impact of Tomahawk 
missUes. If we could find the answers to the aforementioned 
questioits then perhaps in the future, conflict between nations 
could be avoided. Until then, the efforts of those who march for 
peace, admirable though they are, will have no long-term effect. 
By treating problems that confront humanity with political 
tactics, we can achieve only temporary solutions, if any. The 
end of violence does not lie in the treatment of its manifestations. 
To replace current world leaders with more peaceful ones is a 
cosmetic change at best. Instead, the antidote to violence is to be 
discovered within each of us: we need to change the way we 
think.



Letters Letters Letters

FINAL RESPONSE

A Second Letter to the Community:
This is my last response to the aggres-

sive attacks against me that have appeared 
intheformoflettersinTheMoon. Iwould 
like to commence by elucidating my 
feelings about Mr. Bolotin. I have noth-
ing against him personally. He is probably 
a fine tutor and a fine man. However, he 
made a mistake and I think he should be 
accountable for it instead of trying to 
deny it.

Any tutor who enters a student's room 
with Mr. Bolotin's demeanor (refer to my 
last letter in The Moonl is immediately 
creating a confrontation, a treatment 
students should not be subject to. I am 
sorry that the administration and faculty 
have not responded to my appeal for this 
community to become more accoimtable 
for its actions.

Mr. Bolotin claims to have attempted to 
reach me by phone: “After having failed for 
several days to reach him by telephone.” We 
are a dorm of 16 residents. There is a 
chalk-board for jotting down messages 1 
foot away from the telephone. I find it 
outrageous that one who has tried to 
contact the dorm for several days was 
unable to get through. Besides, I do not 
understand why Mr. Bolotin did not uti-
lize campus mail. Most students and 
tutors effectively communicate messages 
through this m^ium.

As for the allegation that I was the one 
to invite him to express his views, Ido not 
remember doing so. The conversation 
developed and Mr. Bolotin shared his 
feelings about the Israeli leadership's 
treatment of the Palestinians. I would 
like to mention here that if I go to 
someone's house and I vehemently dis-
agree with them I will not make statements 
as grave as Mr. Bolotin's statement that 
Palestinians should not make a homeland 
or if they must, let them make it elsewhere. 
The Palestinians are a suffering people 
that deserve human treatment. Anyone 
who denies them that is, to put it as mildly 
and politely as possible, insensitive and 
racist. It takes a very minimal amount of 
civility to refrain from insulting people in 
their home, a civility that I exp^ mem-
bers of the faculty to possess.

As for Mr. Venkatesh's aggressive and 
demeaning letter there is one point I will 
briefly address. Mr. Venkatesh claims 
that: "Anyone who knows Mr. Bolotin 
knows he is not capable of the crass 'in-
trusion' and 'harassment'." I do not even

know myself well enough to know what 
I am capable and not capable of doing. I 
am deeply impressed that Mr. Venkatesh 
knows another human being so perfectly 
as to know what he is capable of doing. 
The logic Mr. Venkatesh used of 'it could 
not have happened therefore it did not' is 
sophistry and has nothing to do with the 
truth.

The truth is often improbable and fre-
quently unattractive, yet it is always true. 
I think all members of this community 
should refrain fium using their intellect 
as a weapon to hurt other people Rather, 
we shovdd use our intellect as a tool that 
brings us closer to the truth.

These events have caused me a tre-
mendous amount of pain and agony. I 
hope we can invoke more compassion 
towards one another and relinquish our 
sadistic tendencies. I offer my heart 
peacefully and gently to Mr. Bolotin and 
Mr. Ventetesh in hope that they do the 
same. The circle of violence must be 
broken and it is with me that it begins.

Yours,
Karim Dajani

WE ARE NOT 
AMUSED

Madam:
Mary-Charlotte Domandi's at-

tempt at wit, or at least sarcasm (22 Feb-
ruary), serves only to elucidate her ap-
parent unfamiliarity with even the rudi-
mentary principles of what she blithely 
calls "the pro-war community." Never 
mind that her implied opposition to the 
present conflict seems to stem fi'om an 
odd interpretation of an oblingly violent 
book — the Bible — and an assumption 
that "concern for the lives of ftiends and 
relatives" is somehow synon)rmous with 
opposition to the liberation of Kuwait. 
Inanity like "Go to the plaza and read 
Nietzsdie to the Indians selling jewelry. If 
they askyou to go away, shoot th^ and their 
families," which would normally be be-
neath a graduate student, is the substance 
of her letter. If Ms Domandi's mission is 
to deride some hitherto-unknown sadists 
lurking on campus, so be it, but her in-
sinuation that supporters of the

President's actions are gun-toting, xeno-
phobic, fascist, criminally-minded, anti-
abortionist sociopaths precludes such a 
charitable interpretation of her purpose. 
I wonder if the "scrutiny" which Ms 
Domandi hopes to foist on others might 
be put to goc^ use before she again goes 
public with her opinion, however veiled.

Your faithful and obedient servant, 
Simon George Bone

ADIEU ET MERCI

Acting Head Librarian, Tracey Kimball, 
has resigned from the College. After 17 
years as Reference Librarian, she stepped 
into the top library position upon Mr. 
Benefiel's resignation. Sheorgaiuzedthe 
library move and generally helped to 
oversee the successful opening of Meem 
Library. Her knowledge of the collections, 
her concern for library users, and her 
readiness to address suggestions from 
the commimity has made her indispens-
able to this community. We have appre-
ciated her work and have enjoyed work-
ing with her. We thank her and wish her 
well. She will be missed.

—^The Staff and Student Assistants of 
Meem Library

F:LETTERS 
TO THE 
EDITOR 
MUST BE

SIGNED IN ORDER 
TO REPRINTED. 
THEY MUST BE 

TYPED
THEY MUST BE 
SUBMITTED BY 

SATURDAY AT 12.
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Monday, March 4; 4:15 pm 
Bodenheimer, Carey

^/im a

I diloi'; luli.i (.olJlH'i'i; 
rnxil iv.ulors; SU \ r liloom,
Simon lioiu',,\oil Burton,I lalliol oiglUon 
C'onirilnitors: Karim Dajiini,
Ai iol I )avirl W'oK/li'jn,
Mary \\’i,-lli\ or, Ron Scrogham,
Simon r5ono,Soan C'onndlv 
C irculation: Kelli .\laci\ er, Amv 
W'nebbels
Cjfaphics Aid; Macbeth

Boy, That’s a Lie-or- “Please take it,” 
says I, “and don’t ask me nothing then I 
won’t have to tell no lies.:—^Huck 
Committee: N. Buchenauer, Ch. L. Cave, 
L. Wiener, Presenter: K. Taylor

Tuesday, March 5; 4:15 pm
Kaiser, Joseph
Who is This God Guy Anyway?
Committee: E. Engel, Ch. R. Richardson,
J. Silver. Presenter: J. Cornell

Paper ripper: I homas Burke

Founded in October of 1983, The Moon 
was named for its monthly appearance. 
Published weekly as of August, 1990, The 
Moon is an independent student paper 
which is distributed free to over 500 
students and faculty of the Santa Fe 
campus and members of The board of 
visitors and governors. The Moon 
reserves the right to accept, reject and edit 
submissions in any way necessary to 
preserve and further its goal of b^g an 
entertaining, informative and essential 
publication on the Santa Fe campus.

Tax deductible contributions may be 
given to The Moon by sending checks 
payable to " The Moon at St. John's 
College," and specifying it as a donation to 
the paper. Send checks to Tire Moon.

For advertising information,please leave 
messages at the college: 982-3691 
Yearly subscriptions are available for 
$25.00.
Deadline: 8 p.m. Friday. All submissions 
should be typed and signed by the author.

There will be one more 
issue of The Moon before 
Spring Break. Submission 
deadlinefor this issue will 
be Saturday, (2/2), by 1:00

Thursday, March 7; 2:45 pm 
Newman, James 

Richard II: A Play In Three Acts. 
Committee: K. Venkatesh, Ch. R. Davis, 
J. Steadman. Presenter: S. Van Luchene

Thursday, March 7; 4:15 pm 
Taylor, Michael
Bach and His Passions ;an inquiry 
into the St. John and St. Matthew Pas-
sions
Committee: L. Cave, Ch. C. Fasanaro, H. 
von Briesen. Presenter: S. Van Luchene

DON’T MISS KARATE-nn

The Karate-Do promotion examination will take place on Friday, 
March 8, at 4:15 pm in the Great Hall. Students will test for color 
belts up to Brown belt (the highest rank ever to be awarded at this 
college). Everyone in the college commimity is most welcome to 
attend and join us for a dinner celebration afterwards.

—George Aigla

p.m. Submissions that are not typed and double-spaced will not be accepted. If 
----------------------------------------you would like to type your article on the Moon

computer, you are more than welcome to do so. 
Submit on Macintosh disk if possible. Merci...-j.g.
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STUDENT TUTORING CENTER
by Ron Scrogbam '93 
Mary Weliiver '92

The Student Tutoring Center, located by the card catalog in the 
Meem Library, replaced the Polity Tutoring Program this se-
mester as a temporary means of both providing extra academic 
help and evaluating what outside-the-classroom needs exist in 
the community. As we approach mid-semester, we would like 
to share what information we have so far and invite you to make 
suggetions for next year's program.

The Tutoring Center has been staffed by members of the 
Student Instruction Committee five nights a week for approxi-
mately 1-2 hours a night. The students sitting in the Center are 
available for instant tutoring when they can provide it,or can 
arrange for another volimteer to meet the requests when they 
can't. They have also advised and arrang^ regular study 
groups for students requesting long-term asistance with a class. 
Student volunteers are willing to talk to other students not oiUy 
about a specific part of a text, but also about the way a class is 
operating generally and how a student can prepare for the 
variety of dememds a St. John's classroom malis.

After five weeks of operation, the Tutoring Center has ten to 
fifteen visitors a week, not including the number of students 
using the Center's flashcards and practice tests on their own 
time. The topical breakdown of requests of the visitors during 
office hours:
Algebra review: 1 
Freshman math: 1 
Sophomore math: 2 
Junior math/lab: 24 
Freshman Greek: 2 
Sophomore Music: 3 
Junior French: 2
-Writing assistance: 1 (Referred to the senior writing assistants)

Note: The inordinate number of junior math and lab requests indicates 
the great difficulty that students have in this year.

However, all but five of the request were short-term, specific 
questions, directed at a partici^r section of the text. Most 
sessions on these questions were no longer than fifteen minutes 
of individual tutoring time.

Since seniors have not been in class because of essay-writing 
period, we have not yet had any requests from them.

Thirty people have visited the Student Tutoring Center for 
information or assistance since January 14. The students staffing 
the center have made a concerted effort to satisfactorily address 
each question or need of these students. Yet, uncertainty 
remains as to the overall effectiveness of the center. Of those 
who have been assisted, the SIC needs to know of the adequacy 
of that assistance. If there are other students who could use 
some additional help and are not receiving it, the SIC should be 
made aware of it. Foremost, opinions regarding the continua-
tion of this program as it is, or its modification or discontinuation 
solely depends upon the wishes of the student body. Therefore, 
if anyone would like to change this program, make a recom-
mendation for a new program, request academic assistance or 
offer an evaluation of received services, one should stop by the 
center, in the Meem Library at the card catalog desk, and speak 
with the student on call.

Current Hours are: 
Sunday 8:00 -10:00 pm 

Monday 4:00 -5:00 
Tuesday 8:00-10:00 pm 

Wednesday 8:00 -10:00 pm 
Thursday 4:00 -5:00 pm

WOMEN^S ANTHOLOGY
by J. Huebert '92

There are currently 183 women at St. John's. There are two 
female writers on the program. Almost fifty percent of the 
workforce in the United States is female and yet there is still no 
maternity leave in many corporations. Over and over again in 
our nation, our states, and our school, women are discriminated 
against in law, writing and thought.

For thousands of years society has built this male- dominated 
structure. If we want this society to change so as to recognize 
and appreciate both sexes fully, we need to start with our own 
conceptions and our own prejudices. If we can recognize the 
problem, we can solve it. If we can ask the right questions we 
can answer them.
With this in mind, we will be publishing a Women's Anthology 

at St. John's. Calling on tutors, students and other members of 
our community, we request submissions of poems, stories, 
essa)^ and art work. The only criterion for acceptance is that the 
work centers around women: the plight, pain, beauty, mystery, 
and strength that women bear. Our aim is to begin a forum for 
a concerned, imderstanding discussion of the femalekind. We 
welcome anything that contributes to such a goal.

Besides contributions we are also in need of an editorial staff. 
We need help publishing, typing, editing, business work and a 
whole slew of other stuff. But more than manual labor we 
would like to ask for your ideas. An organizational meeting will 
be held on Tuesday, March 5th in the ^Rat7:00p.m.If you are 
unable to attend the meeting but would still like to help, contact 
J. Huebert or Laura Farley. Other questions and submissions 
should also be sent to them.
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IN REPLY TO POWER AND INTERNATIONAL POLITIC
by Ariel David Wolsztejn

In the last issue of The Moon. (January 25 
issue) I found 'Tower And International 
Politic" by ICWolfe. Though the under-
lying spirit of this article was agreeable, it 
also had many assertions which unfor-
tunately contradict its basic intent. This 
underlying spirit which I refer to is well 
summed up in the Erst sentence of Mr. 
Wolfe's essay. There he wrote:
"During these timesofgraveintemational 
tension, it becomes especially important 
for all human beings who have the nec-
essary leisure to deepen oiar under-
standing of the workings of power and 
international politics and to act respon-
sibly and intelligently based upon that 
understanding and the decrees of our 
own conscience."
This is a call to try to understand the Gulf 
War better so that we may react to it 
properly. I am especially moved by this 
call because while I have spent alot of my 
spare time studying and thinking about 
tiiis conflict, I have not discovered any 
fully satisfoctory explairation of the causes 
or motivations of it. And if this search is 
difficult, it is even harder to divine what 
the result of it will be. So I certainly sup-
port Mr. Wolfe's call to understand this 
conflict better.

But he then strangely wrote in his sec-
ond paragraph.
Just as the Middle Ages was the era of the 
Church, so is Modernity the era of the state. 
Just as the Church had doctrinal 'truths,' the 
denial of which constituted heresy, so does 
the state. The questioning or rejection of these 
doctrinal 'truths' risked excommunication or 
the Inquisition, just as they do today, albeit 
with different degrees of severity depending 
upon which state one happens to live in.

The comparison between the American 
state of today and the Inquisition of the 
Middle Ages is without groimd. Even the 
worst abuses of the McCarthy era did not 
even come close to approaching that 
horror. I have not heard of any burnings 
of political heretics of late, though thou-
sands were burned during the Middle 
Ages. It is true that most Americans have 
certain beliefs in common, such as the 
excellence and superiority of their con-
stitution. But these views are not imposed 
upon them.Therearenocensorsdeciding 
what they read and there are no infor-
mants who will bring them before an 
Inquisition for what they believe. They 
are free to speak as they please here, as 
Mr. Wolfe has demonstrated by his own 
article.

According to Mr. Wolfe, the sacred cow of 
our era is the state. But I have not heard 
much assertion of the need to support our 
government wrong or right, nor have I 
heard that those against this war or against 
any sort of military endeavor by our na-
tion are being called traitors. In case of a 
draft, such people may get the title of 
conscientious objector to avoid bloodying 
there hands. But in a place where the state 
was truly, ardently worshipped by most 
of its people, the reaction to such behav-
ior would be very different. For example, 
many young men in England at the be-
ginning of the First World War, who did 
not feel inclined to volimteer immediately 
for the military, were given handfuls of 
white feathers by deputations of their 
fellow citizens as symbols of their accused 
cowardice. So far as 1 know, this sort of 
social persecution is not happening in the 
United States of America at this time. It is 
true that there do exist people who do 
wish that this was the case, but I do not 
think that they represent all or even most 
Americans. Tiiat congressmen, who are 
dependent on the votes of their constitu-
ents and who knew that their votes to 
support or oppose giving the president 
theright to declare war against Iraq would 
be carefully scrutinized, express^ a di-
versity of views about this conflict, smely 
points to a lack of vmanimity among the 
American people on this issue.

Mr. Wolfe then went on to say:
One doctrinal 'truth,' perhaps the most 
dangerous one, is that the Unit^ States has 
a 'free press,' that is,apress that does not serve 
the interests of state power. Much is made 
about the supposedly intense conflict between 
the Media and the government: the Media 
claim that they are 'objective,' while many 
'conservatives' accuse the Media of having a 
'liberal'bias. Both sides agree that the Media 
are free in the sense of not being subservient to 
state power.

This supposed truth is in reality not true at 
all. The Mass Media are therriselves huge 
corporations or parts of huge corporations- 
th^arepart of what Chomsky calls the 'state- 
corporate nexus'. They have power at stake 
and a product to sell- that product is nothing 
less than doctrinal truth itself- 'ideology' if 
you prefer Marxfs term. The Mass Media 
today are no more 'free' than bishops of the 
Middle Ages.

The only media that approach any degree of 
freedomare those that, in the official language 
ofNewspeak, are called 'extremists' or 'fringe.'

Being 'extremist,' they are political heretics 
and cannot be taken seriously by any 'true 
American,' as orthodox opinion would have 
it.

Mr. Wolfe states that although our gov-
ernment and press are said to be different 
bodies who at times are in conflict, in 
reality they are one body who have the 
same interests and project the same views. 
He defends this assertion by pointing out 
that the press does have to sell papers and 
that it would hurt the prestige of both the 
press and the government if the press was 
thought to be a government organ. This is 
misleading.

First of all, it is incorrect to speak of the 
press as one imited organization. Even 
within the mainstream that Mr. Wolf so 
abhors, there is a great deal of disagree-
ment. Such publications as The New 
York Times, The Wall Street Journal, The 
New Yorker, The National Review, and 
The Washington Post entertain vastly 
differing opinions. And besides this, the 
reporting of The New York Times during 
the Vietnam War or The Washington Post 
during Watergate certainly did not accord 
with the government's wishes. It is true 
that all of these publications arebuisineses 
who depend on the public to buy their 
papers. But as they appeal to different 
audiences within this public who have 
different interests, opinions and beliefs; I 
do not see how this is of any importance. 
Moreover, just because these publications 
are for sale does not mean that sincere 
attempts to report what is happening in 
the world are not inside them.

Thinking that he had illustrated how 
the mainstream media and government 
are one, Mr. Wolfe wrote that uninhibited 
truth could only be gotten from those that 
he refers to as fringe newspapers. I do not 
wish to impugn these so called fringe 
papers. There no doubt have been occa-
sions when they have proved of great 
importance informing our nation. But it is 
a mistake to think that they have some 
special freedom in telling the truth which 
the rest of the press does not have. Just as 
the more mainstream publications have 
audiences to read, so also do these fringe 
papers. The bias that the audience of the 
fringe papers suffer from is sometimes 
reveal^ when these papers try to find 
fault in the government's policies where 
there really is none and ignore the mis-

continued on page 7
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Friday, March 1
8:00 p.m. Great Hall. Lecture: Charles Bell, tutor emeritus, "Prophetic History: Kingdom Come"

Saturday, March 2
7:00 Great Hall. Fourth Annual Animation Festival
Sleeping Beauty 9:00: Fantastic Planet, Wizards. Plus: Winnie the Pooh and a Day for Eyeor

Sunday, March 3
11:30 a.m. Women's Issues Group. Contact Laura Farley, Pam Stark for more info.

3:00 p.m. Great Hall. Jeanne Grealish, mezzo soprano. Peter Pesic, piano 

4:00 p.m. Private Dining Hall. Student Polity Council Meeting.

6:30 p.m. Great Hall, Small Chorus Rehearsal.

Tuesday, March 5
4:00 p.m. FAB 206 Vespers Choir Practice: new voices welcome

•4:00 p.m. Fireside Lounge. Student Political Coalition

5:00 p.m. Thorpe Room. Sung Vespers. All welcome (to listen or sing)

7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. Senior Commons Room. Organizational meeting for Women's Anthology. 
Contact J. Huebert or Laura Farley

8:00 p.m. Junior Common Room. Charles Bell: Through Sight and Sound. 1400: Pilgrims All 
(Chaucer's World): "In the Temple Playing”

Residents on Duty: March 1-3: Beinder-Houser: 983-1457 (Paine House)
March 4-7: Collins: 984-1349 (Mnemosyne)
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TN RF.PI.Y TO POWER AND INTERNATIONAL POLITIC
(continued fi'om page 5)

deeds of other governments that they 
favor.

Time will not be spent discussing the 
fourth paragraph of Mr. wolf s essay as it 
only repeats what he said wrote earlier 
about the all pervasive political orthodoxy 
that supposedly dominates this country. 
But in his last two paragraphs Mr. Wolf 
wrote:

Yes, Machiavelli is right. We can no longer 
doubt it after an experience of three and a half 
centuries added to his ovm experience. Yes, so 
all history tell us: while the small states are 
virtuous only because of theirweakness, the 
powerful states sustain themselves by crime 
alone.' Bakunin wrote that in 1867, and we 
who are witnesses of the Twentieth Century 
have witnessed even greater expressions of 
state power and crime than Bakunin or pre-
vious history ever witnessed.

The reality is harsh, but before we can act 
intelligently and responsibly to makethe world 
a better place, we must stare it in the face. Any 
hope for the human race rests with those of us 
who can face the harsh truth and yet act with 
love and courage for the good of dl humanity

I have not yet read Machiavelli or Bakunin 
and so I cannot discuss how these authors 
relate to Mr. Wolfe's essay. But I can safely 
say that the statement quoted by Mr. Wolfe

from Bakunin is incorrect. Not all small 
nations have been virtuous because of 
their weakness and not all great powers 
have been unvirtuous because of their 
strength. One of the most unvirtuous re-
gimes I have ever read of was the Khmer 
Rouge in Kampucea. In just a few years 
they killed millions of their own people. 
On the other hand, the largest power of 
our time, the Uiuted States of America, 
hasnot had its intercourse with the world 
limited to unvirtuous behavior. Though 
many of the actions of our nation have 
been bad and foolish, many more have 
been virtuous. The Marshall Plan in 
western Europe that fostered democracy 
and stability there, the growth of de-
mocracy in Japan, South Korea, and now 
in Taiwan, the liberation of many Eastern 
European countries, and the attempts at 
reform in the U.S.S.R. all stem directly 
from the influence of our nation. These 
are not examples that should be lightly 
passed over or easily forgotten.

Having criticized much of Mr. Wolfe's 
article, I now return to those parts that I 
sympathize with. In his last paragraph 
Mr. Wolf eloquently calls upon us to 
carefully study and critically think about 
the events now taking place in the Middle 
East. This needs to be done. But whereas 
he suggests that we should do this

mainlythrough reading "fringe" news-
papers; I think we should do this mainly 
by studying the history of the Middle 
East. Mr. Wolfe was correct to criticise the 
American press. He was only wrong in 
what he criticized them for. The great 
problem with our press, mainstream or 
fringe, is that they are mostly not well- 
educated in history and therefore cannot 
offer us the historical perspective neces-
sary to have any appreciation of what is 
now happening there. If we read about 
the coming into being of the states there 
from the fall of, first, the Turkish then the 
English and French empires, the life of 
Gammel Nasser {who started the Baath 
ideology that Saddam Hussein ascribes 
to}, and the invasion of Nasser's territory 
by the English, French, and Israelis, our 
understandings will be much deepened. 
Also if the relations between the Israelis, 
the Palestiiuans, and the other Arab na-
tions were examined, much will be 
learned. Besides all this, the history of the 
Gulf nations and their relations with the 
West should be studied. Though I have 
only read a little bit about all this, I am 
convinced that in such studies lies the 
route to imderstanding the conflicts now 
taking place in the Middle East and 
properly deciding how it is best for us to 
react to them.
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POLITY MI NOTES
Matthew Kelly: Chairman 
Aaron Mason: Vice Chairman 
Greg Brown: Treasurer
Acting like the Secretary: Steve Bloom (Note from J.G: Having not taken these notes myself, I am unqualified to interpret them, and am 
merely typing them as 1 hive received them)

Class Representatives & Voting; Lila Kems(jr), Chuck Cohen(sr), Josh Cohen(fr), Justin Halter(so), Michelle Griest(jr)
Voting: Simon Bone, Steve Bloom, Don Labenski, J. Huebert, Sarah Bown, Matt Demattei, Dave Finley 
Not Voting: Don Cook, Hans Elzinger, Nate Heasley, Jeima Palmer, Rick Wannell

1) unanimous ruling, eliminate "dumb" law about off campus students not being allowed on campus between 1 &7. Student 
manual, pages 23 &24.
2) semi-officially notified that Van Luchen will be Dean.
3) parking-white curbs, library night/weekends, not in lowers, Mr. Collins wants his part of campus to be more of a walking 
campus.
4) maybe we will have a therapist next year- looks like a change in student health next year. Some are disappointed. Mr. Cook 
welcomes comments on this, (as well as whatever else concerns you.)
5) sectuity carries cellular phones with them at all times.
6) Simon wants to get a new amp for polity stereo- we commission him to look at prices.
7) Somebody might sell us a small microwave for cheap. Simon will bargain ruthlessly.
8) Sophomore reality proposal. $2,000 for better food. Greg agreed to be an asshole/ they get it.
9) Hans wants funding for Search and Rescue newsletter. $75 for one time shot, will ask for more money next time, he supposes 
he will get it.
10) Josh wants $150 for sheet music and a copy card for Swinging Recluses. We give him $25 for incidentals, then we give him the 
125 for music, so he gets it all.
11) Then we talked about Mr. Halter's proposal to substantially alter the council constitution, (see the2/8 /91 issue of Moon) for 
many more many more hours.
12) a motion to recommend to the polity that they amend the constitution and transfer polity funds to Sao Failed.
13) Please bring all proposals to Chairman Kelly by Thiusday for the Sunday, 4:(X) meeting, so he can agenda them
14) We agreed to talk about our internal rules, limiting debate etc, next time.
15) Meeting will go back to old schedule of meeting at 4^)0
16) We agreed to thamk Thomas for dinner.

PARKING ON CAMPUS
The campus planning committee reviewed designated parking areas here at the College. Based on their recommendations, some 
areas along the roadway that previously had been closed to parking during the construction of the new Meem Library, have been 
reopened. These curbs have been painted white while all other curbs in which parking is not allowed have been given a new coat 
of yellow paint.

The decision to leave one side of the roadway as a "no parking" area was due to safety concerns for both pedestrians and drivers. 
The adnunistration seeks the cooperation of dl members of the community to adhere to the various parking restrictions of personal 
vehicles on campus. Ticketing, issuance of fines, and the towing of vehicles could, in most cases, be averted by pa)dng closer 
attention to where one is parking. Designated campus parking is as follows:
STUDENT PARKING: Restricted to the new parking lot, along the roadway curb painted white, the student parking lot adjacent 
to the upper dorms, and the unpainted curb dong the roadway leading to the upper dorm student parking lot.
STAFF AND FACULTY PARKING: Restricted to the new parking lot, the staff and faculty parking lot adjacent to Evans Hall, 
assigned spaces at the basketball court and the small upper and lower lots adjacent to Weigle Hall, and assigned spaces adjacent 
to Meem Library.
SENIOR RESIDENTS: Restricted to new parking lot and assigned parking spaces near upper and lower garages.

Parking is not allowed along any curbs painted yellow or designated as reserved space for College vehicles. Some eu^s on campus 
have been designated as tow-away zones, not subject to warning tickets, because parking of vehicles in those areas could cause 
a safety hazard or interrupt the day-to-day operations of College business.
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