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The responsibility of spinning the 
former Ark Party into something fresh 
and respectful of our 21st century sen-
sibilities fell upon the class of 2020, and 
they delivered in spades with Patroklos’ 
Funeral Games. With the freshman vying 
for Patroklos’ body and the sophomore 
Trojans thwarting their attempts, the 
party vitalized the campus community 
by bringing us together and getting 
the year started right. 

For many years on 
this campus, 
the sopho-
more class has 
thrown a party 
at the beginning 
of the school year 
where, with high 
pageantry, they 
dress up as Egyp-
tians and cast the 
freshman as Jewish 
Israelites enslaved 
to the Pharaoh. After 
competing in various 
field games for their 
freedom, the Israelites 
take up a large Ark of the 
Covenant and follow someone 
playing Moses through Arroyo 
Chamiso to their salvation (or 
perhaps their desert exile?) on the 
dance floor. 

No excuses can be made for the cultural 
insensitivities required to put on some-
thing like Ark Party. College students are 
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expected to party, pour wine on them-
selves, carry large, uncomfortable objects 
through the woods for the sake of it, and 
absolutely not haze the freshman. Howev-
er, these rituals do not require a narrative 
of historical op-
pres-

sion to be valid. However, it would take 
no small effort to reform the pageant into 
something more productive towards the 
ends of justice; lucky for us, Reality heads 

FROM RENEWAL TO 
DEATH: THE BIRTH OF 

A NEW TRADITION

Thato Kgalema and Shannon Albritton 
took the lead and put together a tradition 
to last the ages. 

“It was very much our intention to cre-
ate something that could unify the fresh-

man class, given 
how difficult freshman 

year can be,” said Shannon 
Albritton. “I believe that 
this was a much more in-
clusive and inviting event, 
particularly the games, 
than Ark Party ever 
could have been.” 

The process for the 
change got rolling 
when Reality leaders 
started listening sin-
cerely to the mem-
bers of the commu-
nity who took issue 
with Ark Party, and 
by working with 
the JCB [John-
nie Community 

Board], the Adminis-
tration, and an ad-hoc group of invested 
student leaders to develop a more respect-
ful alternative. 

Next was the task of selecting a text 
with which the freshmen are acquainted, 
so they are completely familiar with their 
roles and can fully enjoy the party. The 
only text available to them so early in the 
year is the Iliad, but Patroklos’ memorable 
funeral games, hosted by Achilles, served 
a festive pretense for the party organizers. 
Students could still dress up like ancients, 

continued on page 9

INTERVIEW WITH MR. GOLLUBER, ASSISTANT DEAN (pp. 2 - 5)
LIKE ODYSSEUS, BUT SENTIMENTAL (p. 6)
LIFE IS ANYTHING BUT DORM-ANT (p. 7)

AN OLD ARK, A NEW PARTY (p. 9) 
NEW ANNAPOLIS JOURNAL (p. 9)

DO COMPUTERS REALLY MAKE US SMARTER? (p. 8)
DACA BENEFIT CONCERT (pp. 10 - 11)

COMIC; POETRY CONTEST (p. 12) 

THE PATROKLOS FUNERAL 
GAMES



2 |  The Mo on 

On Wednesday, September 27, 2017, 
Moon editors Abdullah Mirza and Cole 
Rehbein sat down with new Santa Fe As-
sistant Dean Michael Golluber in his office 
in Weigle Hall. 

AN EXAMINED LIFE 

Abdullah Mirza: I thought we would 
start by asking you some questions about 
who you are, and about your academic 
background. 

Michael Golluber: Sure, so there were 
two places I wanted to go [for college], 
there was Sarah Lawrence or St. John’s, 
and Sarah Lawrence was a much hipper 
place. It’s a very alternative school. I 
chose my own program, so I only did 
music and philosophy and literature the 
whole time, and didn’t have to do any 
math or science, which I thought was 
good at the time, but I came to regret 
that. That’s one of the reasons why I want 
to be here [at St. John’s]. I got interested 
in ancient philosophy, but then, to the 
unhappiness of my teacher—whom I still 
consider my teacher—I decided to do my 
senior thesis on Nietzsche and feminism 
and postmodern feminist thinking. So 
that was my senior thesis. 

I went to SUNY Stony Brook, which 
does contemporary continental philos-
ophy, for graduate work, and I was still 
interested in Nietzschean feminism. 
I studied with someone named Julia 
Kristeva, who’s a famous French feminist. 
I studied Freud with her, and Hegel with 
Seyla Benhabib, and finally, after study-
ing much Derrida, I saw that Derrida 
thought he understood Plato better than 
Plato understood himself, so I got a little 
tired with that, and I decided to go back 
to ancient philosophy. I studied with 
Ronna Burger, who is today still anoth-
er of my teachers, and studied ancient 

GOLLUBER’S TRAVELS 
Longtime Santa Fe tutor Michael Golluber has studied and taught everything 

from ancient philosophy to Nietzschean feminism to biomedical ethics. But 
how will he approach his newest task of becoming Assistant Dean?  
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philosophy and the Bible with her. I 
wrote my Masters at SUNY Stony Brook 
on Hannah Arendt and I wrote my PhD 
with Ronna Burger at Tulane University 
on Aristotle’s De Anima, 
and then I taught at 
different places. I was 
teaching biomedical 
ethics over and over 
and over again, and 
my dream job was St. 
John’s, and I got lucky 
enough to be here, and 
I feel really lucky to be 
here. 

Cole Rehbein: And 
where are you from 
originally, Mr. Gollu-
ber? 

Mr. Golluber: Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania. 
So I went to Central 
High School, which was 
at the time an all-boys 
public high school. I got 
a little tired of that, and 
Sarah Lawrence was a 
three-to-one ratio of women to men, so 
that was an interesting situation. 

BECOMING ASSISTANT DEAN

Mr. Mirza: And so how long were you 
a tutor and how were you selected to be 
Assistant Dean? 

Mr. Golluber: I have been here since 
2000, so I have been teaching for close 
to eighteen years. When I was first asked 
to be Assistant Dean, I politely said no, 
because it’s such a hard, impossible job. 
Then I was talked into it, and I’m doing 
this for the sake of the college. It seems 
to me that there are students who feel 
wounded in many ways by the admin-
istration, by other students, and I really 
want to help as much as I can, because I 
love this place, and I love our students, 
and too many of them are unhappy, I 
think. 

I’m doing two study groups, I want 
to stay involved with the students at that 
most important level, and it’s wonder-
ful getting to meet students whom I 
probably never would have talked to, 
because I wouldn’t have had them in my 
classes otherwise. We’re doing a study 
group on Judith Butler’s Gender Trouble 
and a study group on Maimonides’ The 
Guide of the Perplexed, and I love them 

both and I want to be able to keep doing 
that. It’s a way of getting students who 
normally don’t talk together to talk with 
one another. 

Mx. Rehbein: So I 
kind of just wanted to 
hear from what you just 
said about the hurt that 
students feel, you said 
they were being hurt by 
administration? 

Mr. Golluber: They 
feel hurt, and some-
times justifiably so 
and sometimes I don’t 
think justifiably so. I 
just know that a lot of 
them feel betrayed in 
some way, and I want to 
fix that as best as I can, 
and I’m working with 
fabulous people to do 
that. 

THE ROLE OF A ST. 
JOHN’S EDUCATION

Mx. Rehbein: I’m really interested in 
that, cause I kind of have been trying to 
put my finger on that same sort of sense 
of betrayal in my work with the SCI 
[Student Committee on Instruction]. I 
don’t know where it’s coming from, but 
I was wondering if you could talk a little 
bit more to that. In my 
work with the SCI it 
seems like people might 
feel alienated from the 
program because it’s all 
white and males, and 
that the administration 
isn’t doing enough for 
that, but I’m wondering 
what your perception of 
this betrayal is. 

Mr. Golluber: So 
people know that that’s 
what they’re going to 
be studying when they 
come here, so I get 
confused by that. If you 
don’t like our authors, 
why are you coming 
here to study them? 

Mx. Rehbein: It’s also interesting that 
St. John’s seems to offer more than just 
studying these authors, it claims to have 
some sort of liberating effect, becoming 
a liberally educated person is something 

that we all want to do, and many people 
take issue in the way in which we achieve 
that. 

Mr. Golluber: This is a place where 
we set you up in the future to pursue the 
kinds of readings and books that you 
want to do, so I see this place as a way 
of [setting you up]. Originally it was the 
way that a Westerner can understand 
who they are, which is maybe the hardest 
thing there is to do. It might be easier to 
(superficially) understand other cultures, 
but to be able to get past all the prejudic-
es that you have, and the assumptions 
you have of what it means to be part of 
this Western tradition, the tradition of 
science, [etc.]. This school, I think, helps 
us to put that radically into question, and 
it’s only when we first understand our-
selves that we can then go out and be able 
to properly understand other cultures. 
So I think that you can go into graduate 
school, and you can do Gender Studies, 
you can do African American Studies, 
but I think this is a place that helps you 
to do a better job of it, [as opposed to] 
simply going into it immediately as an 
undergraduate. 

Mx. Rehbein: Yeah, absolutely, and 
what you said about doing the study 
group on Judith Butler, I think is some-
thing that the student body is really—I 
can’t speak for the whole student body 
obviously, but that’s something that peo-

ple are really interested 
in seeing: tutors lead 
study groups on mod-
ern texts, because, of 
course, there’s like fifty 
Platonists, but finding 
someone, especially, 
and that’s why your 
graduate experience in 
studying feminism is 
also interesting to me 
too, because those are 
just the kinds of influ-
ences it seems that the 
students are wanting. 

Mr. Golluber: Right, 
and I plan to do this for 
my entire stint as As-
sistant Dean, [to] read 
modern books with 

students who want to read them, and so 
it’s exciting for me to get back into a lot 
of the stuff that I used to do in graduate 
school. All these names that we’re reading 

I’m thinking about 
field games in the 

Spring, to continue 
the funeral games 
party, so we can 

actually have teams 
and get tutors 

involved. I will 
wrestle Michael 

Grenke, and then, 
after him, Ned 

Walpin...

I plan to do this for 
my entire stint as 

Assistant Dean, [to] 
read modern books 
with students who 
want to read them 
[in study groups]. 

All these names that 
we’re reading in 

these books, I’ve read 
them, and it was a 

great time in my life, 
and I get to enjoy 

that again. 
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in these books, I’ve read them, and it was 
a great time in my life, and I get to enjoy 
that again. All different kinds of students 
from different backgrounds I’d like to get 
to know in that way. And I’m hoping that 
will also help students understand that the 
administration does genuinely care, they 
do, but somehow that hasn’t gotten across. 

THE FUTURE OF TITLE IX

Mr. Mirza: I hate to turn things to a 
serious note, but I’m sure we’ve all heard 
about the education secretary revoking 
some of the Obama-era Title IX rules, so I 
wanted to ask you just on behalf of the stu-
dents who might be concerned about this, 
and all of us, how St. John’s will respond to 
these changes? 

Mr. Golluber: I said at some of the 
class meetings that the 
present [US] adminis-
tration is pulling back, 
but, as much as we can, 
we’re going to keep 
moving forward. We will 
be forced to do certain 
things, but until that 
happens, we’re going to 
stay on the path that the 
CCC and the Board and 
the [college] President, 
and the Dean, that we’re 
all interested in going 
forward with this, and making sure that 
this is a safe place for students. 

What’s important is that we feel safe 
enough to go to class and read these books 
and talk about these books together, and 
it pains me that students may not feel safe 
here. They should be worried about the 
changes, but until we’re forced to change 
our standard remains preponderance of 
evidence. Right now, the Trump adminis-
tration is saying you can leave it that way 
for now, but if it’s going to be required of 
us to change the standard by which we 
judge whether someone is guilty of sexual 
misconduct, we’ll have no choice, but we 
will never, even with those changes—I 
know Mark Roosevelt is so serious about 
this—we will do everything we can to 
make sure that people feel safe on campus 
and feel safe reporting any misconduct or 
harassment. 

Mr. Mirza: Yes, I’d heard you talk about 
that at the [Sophomore] class meeting, I 
just wanted to ask you that. 

Mr. Golluber: Are students concerned, 
are students paying attention to these 
changes, do you know? 

Mr. Mirza: Yeah, at least in my con-
versations in the dining hall at least, you 
know, they do read the news and stuff. 

Mr. Golluber: Yeah, I think I overheard 
one of your conversations! 

Mr. Mirza: Yeah, [I remember that]. So 
unless we have any more questions, I just 
wanted to ask you if there’s anything else 
you wanted to say to the students about 
your vision, and where you see the college 
going, that you haven’t already said. 

Mr. Golluber: Vision… . I want this to 
be a thriving, healthy, happy community, 
where we can take great joy in reading 
books together and talking about them, 
and also learn to be able to talk about oth-
er things besides our books. We are good 

at talking about books 
together, but I don’t 
think we’re very good 
at talking about sex, 
and race, and all those 
things. Things are going 
terribly wrong on other 
campuses right now, 
regarding these things 
[mentioned], regarding 
free speech, for example. 
I want to change that. 
I’m in the initial stages 
of planning a public 

forum so we can talk about free speech is-
sues on campus and our ability to commu-
nicate with one another on campus. That’s 
going to be some time in October. I want 
to do things like that, so we can learn to 
be kind, and generous to one another, and 
listen to one another. I feel like both sides 
of the political spectrum feel like they can’t 
say what they feel, because they’re going to 
be talked about, so they feel intimidated, 
and that’s just not healthy. 

So I want to have more of those events, 
and I’m excited about certain things that 
will help bring the community together. 
There’s the poetry contest coming up. 
I’m thinking about these talks with the 
community, and I’m thinking about field 
games in the Spring, to continue the Fu-
neral Games party, so we can actually have 
teams and get tutors involved. I will wrestle 
Michael Grenke, and then, after him, Ned 
Walpin, and get tutors involved. Whether 
they’re doing the wrestling or not, they 
can put people out there to represent their 
team. I think there’s all sorts of interesting 
things we can do, and I’m hoping to work 

with the JCB [Johnnie Community Board] 
and the Student Committee on Instruc-
tion, and get ideas from them. Maybe I’m 
a little new to the job, and therefore a little 
over-optimistic, but I am excited about 
changes that we can make. 

ST. JOHN’S IN THE GLOBAL AGE

Mx. Rehbein: There were some ques-
tions I wanted to ask you about specifically 
how you see the role of St. John’s moving 
forward into the global age, into globalism. 

Mr. Golluber: I am very optimistic 
about that, and you’ve probably heard this 
before, [that] the technology changes so 
quickly. People who are simply trained 
to do this technology, they’re just getting 
training. Once that technology goes away, 
they’re going to be looking for a new job. 

The present [US] 
administration is 
pulling back [on 
Title IX], but, as 
much as we can, 

we’re going to keep 
moving forward. 
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St. John’s students, they’re taught to be 
adaptable, they’re taught in order that 
they have the confidence to go deeply into 
something. We do Einstein here. Nobody 
else does that. 

If you can do Einstein, then you can do 
some really important work in the world. 
You have some abilities, and you have the 
intellectual heft to really adapt to a world 
that needs students like this. I do feel that 
way, I do feel that the world hasn’t quite 
caught onto that yet, and I’m optimistic 
that while all these other schools become 
more like technical training colleges, 
people are going to see that this [St. John’s] 
is where you get a real education, this is 
what’s important. I’m optimistic about 
that. I don’t know if the students are. I have 
a feeling they’re frightened, and I have the 
feeling the parents who are paying for this 

education are frightened, but I’m optimis-
tic. 

STUDENTS OF STUDENTS

Mx. Rehbein: I think the benefits that 
St. John’s offers towards grad school, for 
instance, if you’re going to be studying 
computer science, or law, or education, 
anything at a serious level, you’re going to 
be going on to grad school, and St. John’s is 
one of the best places for that. 

Mr. Golluber: That’s right, and I’ve 
helped a number of my students get into 
really good graduate programs. Mostly 
in philosophy, because that’s what I’m 
familiar with, but now I have a bunch of 
students who are studying with my teacher, 
and that’s very exciting to me; they’re going 
to Tulane to study with Ronna Burger.

Mx. Rehbein: That must be really 
interesting, the opportunity to imagine, 
like “oh, those people were taught by you, 
they’re going to your teacher,” what you 
[and your teacher] can make together, that 
would be so interesting. 

Mr. Golluber: Yes, it is interesting, and 
it really makes it all worthwhile for the 
teachers whom I’m sending my students 
back to. They really feel like their success 
as an educator has been confirmed because 
we’re sending students back to them, we 
love them so much, and we thought we’d 
learned from them so much. I still social-
ize with these students who are in graduate 
school. We get to talk together about the 
classes that they’re taking, classes on the 
same books, and that’s really wonderful. �

THE MOON / FILE



Last week I had the privilege to be a stu-
dent leader on the Freshmen Wilderness 
Orientation Backpacking Trip. Getting to 
know a few of the incoming freshmen was 
a great time. I led “The Boyz,” a group of 
six kind and hilarious freshmen.

One of the best moments of the entire 
trip came from a freshman trying to 
describe his favorite meme to one of my 
fellow student leaders. She just wasn’t 
understanding his description, so the 
freshman completed his explanation by 
stating, “It’s just so deep in the meta.” So 
many laughs were shared, and the growth 
that took place over the short time we were 
in the backcountry was amazing to experi-
ence. We got to watch them struggle with 
their tent on the first night, taking over an 

By Isabella Copeland 
SF ‘20

COURTESY / ISABELLA COPELAND, 
ST. JOHN’S COLLEGE OUTDOOR PROGRAM

hour to set up. By the last night they had 
an organized group dynamic. 

In addition to all the laughs and 
growth, it was personally satisfying to have 
such a full-circle experience. Last year I 
was on the same Wilderness Orientation 
Trip, as a freshman. This year I got to lead. 
It was an extremely reflective time. A year 
ago I had no idea how 
much I was going to 
change in just one year. 
I had no idea that St. 
John’s could become my 
home, as it has. I had 
no idea that the girl I 
went backpacking with 
as a Freshman, who 
introduced herself by 
saying, “I”m awkward 
in these situations. Can 
you just tell me about 
yourself?” was going to end up co-leading 
with me a year later. I had no idea she was 
going to become such an important part 
of my life, that she and the rest of those 
Virtuous Maidenz were going to become 
more like home than any physical house 
I’ve ever had. 

While we were backpacking I was work-
ing very hard to stay in the moment and 
enjoy the backcountry, but all the while 
I was so excited to start my sophomore 

year. I was looking forward to moving in. 
I couldn’t wait to dive into the curriculum 
and start working as a Lab Assistant. I 
couldn’t wait to see the people I care about 
so much yet haven’t seen for so long. 

Over the course of the trip, my eager 
attitude to get back to campus was obvi-
ous. My fellow co-leaders and I kept joking 

that I was going to have 
everyone up at 5 AM 
for the last day’s hike 
out. During dinner on 
the last night, our two 
expedition leaders sug-
gested we just stay up all 
night and get an alpine 
start the next morning. 
They were suggesting 
that we hike out at 0200 
hours. At first we were a 
little hesitant, “Can we 

actually do that?” Six hours later we were 
hiking out of the Pecos Wilderness with 
our headlamps as our only source of light. 

As we drove back to campus, the sun 
rose and turned the clouds to pink and 
purple cotton candy. I was overwhelmed 
with a sense of purpose. Before my fellow 
leader put her head on my shoulder to fall 
asleep, she whispered, “We’re going home.” 
I mused: every homecoming deserves an 
alpine start.                                              �

THE 
ALPINE 
START

Last year I was 
on the same 
Wilderness 

Orientation Trip, 
as a freshman. 

This year I got to 
lead. 

Freshman Wilderness Orientation student leaders, from left: Lyla Rosen, Isabella Copeland, 
Georgia Foster-Cooper, Noah Tsui, Kalysta Fern, Hannah Ann, Natalie Gammill, Bridget Wu. 
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Every Thursday evening after seminar, 
a bunch of us gather at the Ferdinand 
Common room and have a feast of Domi-
no’s Pizza with its special garlic parmesan 
sauce. The people at the feast are not only 
from the dorm itself but also other people 
across different levels—wide-eyed fresh-
men, battle-hardened juniors etc. The 
scene might seem a typical scene for many 
of us but somehow it is different, and it is 
good. This dorm culture is what keeps me 
going at St. John’s where I have to con-
stantly battle with the intensity and rigor 
of the Program as well as the existential 
questionings the great books put upon me. 

I first time experienced this beautiful 
culture in my freshman year last year when 
I was staying at Anderson. The culture was 
real and organic in a sense that the fellow 
members of the dorm have a genuine in-
terest in other’s ups and downs and helped 
out each other in terms of emotional trou-
bles, academics and social welfare of each 
individual. While it is hard to put down all 
these nuances in the paper, all I can say is 
that it was a very fruitful as well as a fun 
experience and I enjoyed all the heart-felt 
conversations which are very seminar-like 
but without some form of academic pre-
tensions some individuals may put up.  

The culture of this camaraderie contin-
ues this year in my new dorm where me 
and my friends are replicating and refining 
the dorm experience we had last year. The 
number of activities have increased and it 
has become more meaning-
ful. As Aristotle said, “man 
is a political animal”, the 
interactions we have become 
fuller. From the late-night 
movie sessions to discus-
sions on the importance of 
universals and particulars in 
platonic philosophy, this is a 
great place for us individuals 
to grow up as adults.  

One seemingly contradic-
tory thing that we have with 
the rest of the populace from 
the school is that our group 
is substance-free. I am not 
taking some sort of cultural 
Marxist view of ours being 
the ultimate truth. Howev-
er, I am just expressing my 
happiness in the human 
interactions which helps me 
to grow in a physically and 
mentally stimulating sense.  

This article may seem 
vague for you to decipher 
what the importance of 
the dorm culture in St. 
John’s College is in specific 

setting. This happens only because of the 
limitations of the language which does not 
capture the full flavors of the experience. 
Just say hi to fellow neighbor in your dorm 
and let the experience talk to you.  �

Cheesecakes and emotional rollercoasters: the 
beauty of the dorm culture at St. John’s College 

By Minn Thant
SF ‘20

COURTESY / MINN THANT

The dark side of The Moon | the opinion pages
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EDUCATIONAL
NECROMANCY

The marketing of comput-
ers by their advocates has 
reached horizons never 

before attained nor expected. Busi-
nessmen-advertisers might have hinted 
that you would be smarter, nobler and 
more virtuous henceforth by owning 
their jewelry, car or kitchen appliance, 
but their shamelessness did not dare 
them into saying so explicitly. This is 
just what the conglomerate computer 
industry now implicitly claims about its 
victims, using sophistry that should be 
transparent even to the meanest under-
standings. 

I will not explore the negative conse-
quences of this new form of fervent in-
formation-fundamentalism and decla-
ration of avenues for salvations through 
the chimeras of ease, convenience, and 
time-saving (What, exactly, is time? 
How is it “saved?” Where is it locked-
up or put aside when so disposed?), or 
marshal evidence that by and large, as 
used by ninety percent of consumers, 
computer technology (with television, 
its twin Fury) is merely the newest and 
most insidious means to stupefaction. I 
am only to deal with one aspect of the 
net-electronic buncombe: its new avatar 
as educational necromancy. 

Not only do viruses infect computer 
networks; computers themselves have 
colonized learning institutions. Com-
puter infiltration of the classroom is as 
obvious as the specious reasons for this 
contagion ought have been. The claim 
that information is important in educa-
tion has been alchemically transmuted 
into a self-evident dictum (coming 
from Mount Sinai, I surmise): All there 
is to education is information. This 
preposterous nonsense has become a 

By Jorge H. Aigla, M.D.
Santa Fe Tutor

nec-
essary 

illusion for the 
survival of the sorcerers of Progress in 
education, and the microchip corpora-
tions have flourished through this, for 
them, vital lie. 

A library mouse has access to much 
information, little bits of which it 
digests in its very own fashion: he or 
she is fattened but not enlightened; he 
or she assimilates in crude blessedness 
without being changed. Gastroin-
testinal economics 
touches not the mind, 
let alone the soul—if 
such a thing there 
may be. 

We are yet to define 
“thinking” (I know at 
least that it takes time 
and that it may entail 
some pain), or to 
delineate and under-
stand fully what good 
habits of thought 
might be—the goal 
of any education 
worth the name. Most 
computer use by 
most students at all 
levels certainly does 
little for these worthy 
endeavours, granting 
mostly the seductive 
and very dubious 
benefits of distrac-
tion, impatience, haste, incoherence, 
interruption, inattention, indifference, 
instability, intoxication, excess, and a 
cult for nebulous raw data. Understand-
ing and reflection, ideally preceded 
by some knowledge, are by necessity 
undervalued and eventually seen as an 
aberration. 

The use of computers and the miry 
swamp (called “the web”) is at best an 
instrument, a tool. It might be a means 
to something (what exactly I know not 
yet). As things now stand in the world, 

the ubiquitous presence of 
household, office, classroom 

and personal idol (or deity) 
is seen by most as an end in 

itself. 
It is not a question of my being 

a skeptic; it is a matter of attempting 
some integrity and mustering hones-
ty in observing and reflecting, newly 
and coldly. Speaking in ignorance and 
innocence of computers, while none-
theless with a little common sense, I 
do not see why children of all ages are 
made to spend so much time (in order 
to save it at a non-existent future) 
before electronic crystal screens, ob-
sessively punching the same QWERTY 
keys our forebears were condemned to. 
I can attest from watching and convers-
ing with those around me that most of 
what is needed to use the modern fetish 

and emblem of science 
(which regrettably has 
displaced books and 
the microscope) at 
an efficient common 
level can be learned by 
anyone, even tenured 
college professors, in 
a dozen or so hours. 
Why then the sub-
jection of a world-
student-body for 
thousands of millions 
of precious millisec-
onds to this hungry, 
self-feeding and auto-
catalytic entity, under 
the sanction of e-pun-
dits (the militant, 
modern false prophets 
of unexamined re-
ceived notions)?

I bear with happi-
ness and little or no 

resignation the burden of my comput-
er-handicap (a delightful, newly-manu-
factured term), and revel in my luxury 
of using this manual typewriter, pen, 
paper and a brain (or a body-mind). 
Deprivation can be seen perspectively 
as external (on this earth of mankind) 
or as internal (personal). I do not con-
sider myself any the poorer for failing 
to adopt a metastatic fashion that a 
cursory survey of learning during the 
past three millennia could already have 
proven superfluous, and dismissed. �

(OR, BUNCOMBE.COM)

A library mouse 
has access to much 
information, little 

bits of which it 
digests in its very 

own fashion: he or 
she is fattened but 
not enlightened; he 
or she assimilates 

in crude blessedness 
without being 

changed. 
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An Invitation of 
Epoch Proportions

Hello Santa Fe, this is Annap-
olis, and we have an exciting 
new proposition for you that 

will forever change the level of interaction 
between our two campuses.The Epoch 
Journal has been a staple of SJCA culture 
for many years now, and on Saturday the 
16th [of September] we launched www.ep-
ochjournal.com. In addition to being able 
to connect more people to the journal, by 
far the most exciting new door that the site 
opens is being able to now accept submis-
sions from you, our brothers and sisters 
in Santa Fe. This new opportunity allows 
for you to write articles of any length on 
scholarly topics and have them posted on 
the new website. If you have any questions, 
or have an article to share with us, please 
email epoch@sjc.edu. 

Sincerely,
Ivan Syritsyn | The Epoch Journal

Here at St. John’s, where the 
Great Books are always 
Great, where the reading list 

hardly changes, and where Herodotus’ 
maxim, “Custom is King of All” rings 
ever true, changing a tradition is hard. 
Changing it for the better is even more 
challenging, and yet the sophomore 
class did just that. Patroklos’ Funeral 
Games were a wild success.

I worked on a subcommittee of the 
Johnnie Community Board last year 
that was lobbying for changes to Ark 
Party as we’d all known it. This began 
in response to concerns that I and other 
Johnnies raised over the co-opting of 
the story of the Israelites’ exodus from 
Egypt as the backdrop for bacchant 
revelry. This seemed to us to be both 
a poor reading of Exodus and deeply 
disrespectful of an event that is sacred 

By Owen Gemmer 
SF ‘19

The Ark of History is Long, 

to Johnnies of all Abrahamic faiths, but 
especially to our fellow Jewish students.

After some preliminary brainstorming 
last year, we handed it over to the rising 
sophomores, and they took over from 
there. I genuinely could not have been 
happier with how the party turned out. 
Not only was it themed off of something 
the Freshmen had recently read, but it 
opened up opportunities for many more 
sophomores to dress up in incredible 
costumes, role play, and really bring The 
Iliad to life to welcome the Freshmen.

I want to give my deepest thanks to 
the entire sophomore class, especially to 
Thato and Shannon, for all the planning 
and energy you put into this party. Many 
freshmen with whom I talked really 
loved how special you made it for them, 
and those of us who thought the theme 
should change greatly appreciate your 
boldness in this complete re-visioning. I 
truly hope that what you’ve started will 
remain a tradition here at St. John’s for 
many years to come.        �

but it Bends Towards Δίκην and Ryan Kohl, who played Achilles, 
went to extravagant and commend-
able ends to achieve this goal, having 
several pieces of armor shipped to the 
school. Sophomores John Stuart and 
Benson Welles volunteered to build 
the funeral pyre, which should last for 
several years, at least. The freshmen 
were still able to wear white while 
they carried the pyre, in tribute of his 
exemplary displays of the Homeric 
virtues of friendship and loyalty. “We 
wanted to put something on where 
everyone felt included, equally,” 
Albritton said. “We wanted to avoid 
setting up hierarchies that made peo-
ple feel like they were being oppressed 
or living out the violent memories of 
their ancestral heritage. Everyone has 
more fun that way.” 

The response from all classes has 
been overwhelmingly positive to the 
changes. Mr. Albritton said he has 
recieved a lot of positive feedback 
from students, “particularly upper-
classmen.” As for next year, Albritton 
hopes that “the freshmen will make 
this into a tradition similar to Ark 
Party and follow our intentions of 
unifying the incoming class.”

As for the future of Reality this 
year, Albritton says he hopes that Re-
ality will this year be more inclusive to 
a greater portion of the student body. 
“We’d like to have events that are 
accessible to more people, so ideally 
we’ll be having daytime picnics and 
things that don’t necessarily involve 
nighttime partying.”

The new Assistant Dean Michael 
Golluber has also indicated his inten-
tions towards planning a field games 
event in the Spring, and even to get 
tutors involved in the competitive 
aspects of the sporting events. But 
students won’t have to wait till Spring 
to start seeing changes in the social 
scene on campus. 

The positive and thoughtful 
precedent set by these students will 
undoubtedly serve as a model for 
years to come, with the Trojans and 
Achaeans coming together in compet-
itive amity every September for the 
good of the budding College commu-
nity.    �
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STANDING 
FOR DACA
On Friday, September 22, St. John’s Amnesty Interna-

tional Club held a benefit concert for the Santa Fe 
Dreamers Project, a non-profit organization that pro-

vides legal assistance to dreamers in addition to supporting im-
migrant youth and their families. The event was co-sponsored 
by the Santa Fe Council on International Relations (CIR), and 
present as special guests were twelve CIR delegates from across 
Europe. Performances included St. John’s students, as well as 
CIR member Joey Shultz and delegate Guy James Spence, from 
the UK. Tutor Cary Stickney highlighted the program, joining 
undergraduates in traditional American folk music. 

According to Nani Detti, head of the St. John’s Amnesty club and 
organizer of the event, a total of over eight hundred dollars were 
raised for the project.              �



The Moon, in partnership with the Assistant Dean’s Office and the grout, announces a 

POETRY CONTEST
on the theme of the Statement of the Program (available on the college website), 

and the College Mission Statement (below):
 The educational mission of St. John’s College is to foster searching consideration of the 
most important human questions through reading and discussion of great books — works of 
philosophy, literature, science, mathematics, and music. Through the study of these works, 
the College seeks to free human beings from prejudice and unexamined opinion, and to help 
students make thoughtful choices in public and private life. 

Categories: 1.  Haiku 2. Shakespearean sonnet 3. Limerick (in this category, points will be 
awarded for wit, subtracted for insufficiently-veiled naughtiness).  4. Open category. 

Tutors may also submit entries in any of the four categories above (no epics—please!).

Judges: Susan Stickney, Santa Fe Tutor Emeritus; and Sarah Stickney, Poet and Annapolis Tutor.

Prizes: Dinner with tutors, prepared by tutors; bookstore credit/REI gift card; winning poems 
will be published in The Moon and/or the grout literary magazine.

To submit your poem, please email a copy to sjcmoon@gmail.com and 
AssistantDeansOffice@sjc.edu, or submit a hard copy to the Assistant Dean’s Office by the 

deadline, October 20, 2017. Winners will be decided by early November, and prizes awarded by 
early December. 

Special thanks goes to Tutor Judith Adam, for the idea of the contest. 

Comic | Cecilia Kirkpatrick, SF ‘19


