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From the Editors: 
D earest Johnnies: by the time you 

read this, we-the crack team of 
journalism commandos known as the 
Gadfly Force, (or Gadlfy for short) will 
have been surprised in a nighttime raid 
by the nefarious forces of the Badfiy, 
our hated adversaries. These villains 
will dress up in our clothes and act in 
our place for the next issue! We wish we 
could avoid this terrible fate, but it has 
been ordained by the oracle we consult 
in order to update the weekly calendar. 
Until our triumphant escape, then, Polity! 

-The Gadfly Force 
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Belarus, a Bismarckian Model 
Allison Tretina A'16 

When tension between Austria and Russia threatened war in Europe, Otto von Bismarck, 
the first chancellor of the German Empire, refused to take a side. As he told the Reichstag 
in December 1876, "I am holding two powerful heraldic beasts by their collars, and am 
keeping them apart for two reasons: first of all, lest they should tear one another to pieces; 
and secondly, lest they should come to an understanding at our expense." Bismarck's bal
ance of power diplomacy preserved Germany's unity and saved Europe from a tumultuous 
war. 

Bismarck's firm stance toward Austria and Russia has become a present day model for 
Belarus during the Russia-Ukraine conflict. Minsk, Belarus has become a neutral meeting 
place for many world leaders. Earlier this year, EU and Western officials met in Minsk to 
discuss the crisis in Ukraine. Just last week, the capital hosted the leaders of France, Ger
many, Ukraine, and Russia to negotiate a peace deal. 

While the Russia-Ukraine conflict has afforded Belarus the position of host, it has also 
challenged Belarus's efforts to sustain neutrality between Russia and the West. As Moscow 
Times explains, "For a long time [Belarus Prime Minister] Lukashenko has sought to walk a 
very fine line between Russia and the West, professing loyalty to Moscow and participation 
in Putin's Eurasian integration project, the Eurasian Economic Union, while at the same 
time seeking to sustain working diplomatic and economic relationships with the West, in 
particular with the European Union." 

Belarus's ties to Russia continue to grow stronger. In March, Belarus expects to finalize 
the guidelines for its agricultural trade with Russia. They will discuss amounts and finalize 
their agreements. According to CISTran Finance, in 2014, Russia imported 113,000 tons 
of beef from Belarus, 20% of Russia's total imported supply. Of Russia's 800,000 tons of 
cheese consumed, Belarus supplied 15% of it, a total of 120,000 tons. Belarus Agriculture 
and Food Minister Leonid Zayats considers further dealings to be a prosperous venture. 

In the past, dealings with Russia have not been as successful. In the 2013 global potash 
market conflict, Belarus accused the top executives at Russian producer OAO Uralkali of a 
criminal scheme. According to Bloomberg Business, Belarus detained Uralkali Chief Execu
tive Officer Vladislaw Baumertner and charged him for abusing his power in a joint venture 
with state-owned Belaruskali. Uralkali was the world's largest potash producer at the time. 
A few years before the global potash market conflict, Belarus cut off Russia's crude oil im
ports after the country failed to agree on a price, Bloomberg Business reports. 

At the same time, Belarus has faced challenges with the West. Five years ago, the EU and 
the United States sanctioned Belarus for Lukashenka's corrupt presidential election that 
violated a specific international code. The EU extended the sanctions for another year as of 
October 30, 2014, according to the Moscow Times. 

Despite the sanctions on Belarus, the United States's attitude towards the country 
has improved. For example, when Belarusian Foreign Minister Uladzimir Makei visited 
Germany the first week in February, the U. S. applauded the Foreign Minister's initiative. 
W ith Germany's federal authorities, deputies of Bundestag, representative of political 
foundations, and other institutions in attendance, Makei openly discussed long-term goals 
to cooperate with the EU and improve Belarusian-German relations. Lukashenka's "role in 
the attempts to resolve the conflict in Ukraine made us look in another way at the leader of 
Belarus," an official of the European External Action Service told the press. 

As much as Belarus improves its ties with either Russia or the U. S., Belarus still faces 
another challenge: the hostility of Russia toward the U. S. When former Belarusian Prime 
Minister met with U. S. Assistant Secretary of State for European and Eurasian Affairs 
Victoria Nuland, Russia responded with dismay. According to the Belarus Digest, Nuland is 

w idely blamed by the Russian regime for the Ukrainian crisis. Chairman 
of the State Duma Committee on Foreign Affairs, Alexei Pushkov, warned 
that by befriending America Lukashenka might finally face the fate of 
Milosevich, Qadhafi, and Hussein. 

The Ukraine-Russia conflict has made neutrality increasingly difficult 
for countries such as Belarus. It is unclear how long Belarus will be able to 
uphold a Bismarckian model, but for now, they are succeeding. + 

Q: Is Antigone girlfriend material?+ 
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A Letter To the Polity 
John Dusenbury A'll 

Dear Students, 
It is with great sadness that I report to you that four-score and 

however many days ago (April 12th, 2014)- for the first time in the 
history of the Annapolis Cup of croquet- St. John's College failed 
to reclaim the trophy and bring it back to its proper home in the 
Alumni Office; after a year spent across the street and over the wall, 
hidden somewhere in the depths of the Naval Academy. How could 
St. John's have sunk so low? 

I have four guesses: 
NUMBER ONE: Everyone was distracted by the rebranding 

scandal (which, by the way, was a Naval Academy conspiracy to 
thwart a Johnnie croquet comeback). Fortunately, we've all forgot
ten about that ordeal (and how bureaucracy is steadily sapping the 
vitality of American higher education) and we can now focus on 
what really matters: croquet! 

NUMBER TWO: This generation of croquet players never saw 
Micah Beck play. (He graduated in '09) He's walking proof of "the 
great person theory of history." Not only a scholar and a gentleman, 
Mr. Beck is also a Viking of a man who can run a three-ball break 
with one hand tied behind his back. St. John's went undefeated 

lovely garden party inaugurating the arrival of spring in Maryland's 
capital, is that it is a reiteration of the Peloponnesian War, pitting 
the philosophical Athenian spirit of St. John's against the disciplined 
Spartan spirit of the Naval Academy. How allegorical one wishes to 
be when analyzing this sporting event is, of course, a matter of per
sonal preference, but it is certainly not forbidden to see the tourna
ment as a symbolic war between good and evil. 

For the past two years, the militaristic Spartan spirit of the Mid
shipmen across the street and over the wall has well-marshaled its 
significant resources to outdo the scholarly Athenian spirit of the 
Johnnies. Perhaps this should come as no surprise, as St. John's is 
the natural underdog. St. John's has approximately a tenth of the 
student population as the Naval Academy, is not well known for 
athletic achievement, and is not owned and operated by the most 
powerful government in the world. But this two-year losing streak 
for St. John's is its first losing streak in the history of the Annapolis 
Cup. St. John's is generally the favorite. In 25 out of 32 meetings, the 
spirit of St. John's outdid the spirit of the Naval Academy. 

How could this be so? Well, the champions of St. John's have 
taken their not-so -serious pastime of croquet quite seriously. The 

while he was a student and remained un
defeated for as long as the freshman class 
of his senior year, i.e., the class of 2012, still 
attended the school. With any luck, another 
Micah Beck is out there somewhere in the 
wings waiting for the chance to usher in a 
new Golden Age of St. John's Croquet. 

NUMBER THREE: The restrictions on 
drinking have thrown the Johnnies off their 

(( Intercollegiate 
athletic competitions 
are always, in the 
final account, symbolic 
battles of spirit. 

Annapolis Cup is the most attended croquet 
event in the world, and the most attended event 
of the year at St. John's. It is just about the most 
public facing St. John's gets. The members of the 
croquet team have taken representing the school 
seriously because they want the world to know 
that a liberal education produces folks capable 
of practical mastery, and that St. John's is better 

game. Beginning in 2012, the year before 
the slump began, the school banned outside alcohol and began fenc
ing off front campus from the rest of the world. I have also heard a 
rumor that the school is capping the amount of beer that the team 
can consume on the day of the Cup, which is actually to the disad
vantage of the Johnnie's because lore has it that Red Stripe is to the 
St. John's croquet player as spinach is to Popeye. At the same time, 
the restrictions have put a damper on the carnival atmosphere that 
in years past so intoxicated the straight-laced Midshipmen that 
their prowess on the court was greatly impaired; this gave the St. 
John's croquet players, veterans of many a bacchanalia, a significant 
home field advantage. Until this administrative error is corrected, I 
am afraid the champions of St. John's will just have to persevere. 

NUMBER FOUR: The croquet team seems to have beeome 
distracted by another croquet tournament that occurs in a whole 
'nother state. The team has been spotted playing on back campus, 
perhaps because it's flatter than the front lawn and thus more 
similar to the courts played on in Pennsylvania. It's even been ru
mored that the team is traveling large distances to practice a type of 
croquet that has fewer wickets per court than the nine used in the 
Annapolis Cup, and while the croquet team used to distinguish itself 
from the croquet club (that every member of the polity is a part of) 
only by wearing absurd dress on the day of the match, members of 
the team can now be seen dressed absurdly over the course of the 
whole year. You can't miss them. They are decked out in all white -
kinda like the stormtroopers in Star Wars. 

But of course, these are mere excuses. Intercollegiate athletic 
competitions are always, in the final account, symbolic battles of 
spirit. 

The charm of the Annapolis Cup, aside from the fact that it is a 

than the Naval Academy, and that St. John's is a 
helluva lot more fun. 

That last point is of particular significance. A liberal educa-
tion teaches students how to examine their lives so they can freely 
choose a path in life that makes them happy. Croquet is a game that 
facilitates happiness and good feeling. It is fun and no stress. For 
some it is little more than an excuse to consume beverages with 
their friends outside on a nice day. It is in this skill, the skill of en
joying oneself, that I think Johnnies most outshine their neighbors 
across the street and over the wall. 

Croquet is a game that anybody can play. One doesn't have to be 
tall, or strong, or swift of foot when the most physical action a player 
must master is how they guide a mallet's swing between their legs. 
It's easier than throwing a Frisbee. Anybody can play. And every
body at St. John's should play. 

So I ask my readers, have you played croquet recently, and if not, 
why not? Do you not wish to help your little school win glory in the 
wider world? Are you more focused on what kind of status you are 
going to eke out for yourself after graduation? Remember, the Canon 
will always be there, but your chance to play croquet against Navy 
lasts only so long. In this life, we are all Achilles- we are all asked 
to choose between a life of glory and a life of comfort (Iliad Book 9, 
Lines 410-416). Which one will you choose? 

Go, St. Johns! 

Signed, 
John Dusenbury (A'll) 

P. S. Sam, don't forget to time the matches this year, and remem
ber the clips! + 
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Willamette River Valley, Oregon 
First Fish Taken Off Endangered Species List: Believe it or not, 
no fish has ever been taken off the endangered species until last 
week. According to Smithsonian Smart News, the U. S. Fish and 
Wildlife service announced on Tuesday, February 17, that a tiny 
minnow in Oregon has recovered from drastically low population 
numbers, and has been taken off the endangered species list. Thriv
ing in beaver ponds, flooded marshes, and backwater sloughs, the 
minnows can only be found in western Oregon's Willamette River 
Valley. When the minnows were first listed as endangered, they 
numbered 1,000. Now, there are more than 140,000, reports the 
Pacific Region Fish and Wildlife Service. "This doesn't mean that 
all of a sudden it's hands off, and we never need to do anything for 
them," Paul Henson, Oregon director of U.S. Fish and Wildlife, told 
the Seattle Times. 

Salt Lake City, Utah 
Utah's Possible Capital Punishment: Utah may bring back execu
tion by firing squad. On Friday, February 13, Utah's House of Repre
sentatives passed Bill OOll, which will allow executioners to resort 
to firing squad when materials for lethal injection are not available. 
According to Mic News, the bill passed the Republican-dominated 
chamber with a 39-34 vote. It still has to pass the Senate, but if the 
Senate shares the views of Representative Paul Ray, passing the bill 
is highly possible. Ray told the Salt Lake Tribune, "A firing squad 
is absolutely one of the most humane way to execute someone 
because it's so quick and, quite honestly, one of the most painless 
ways." 

Bentonville, Arizona 
Wal-Mart Offers a Living Wage: In the last year a number of pro
tests spread across the country and more than 1,600 on Black Friday 
alone-all concerning Wal-Mart's poor treatment of employees and 
severely low wage. According to Bloomberg Businessweek, more 
than half of the company's workers earn less than $25,000 a year. 
This year things are going to change. Wal-Mart CEO Doug McMil
lan announced that by the end of next year, Wal-Mart will raise its 
wage-floor to $10 an hour, which is $2.75 higher than the federal 
minimum wage. ''We are trying to create a meritocracy where you 
can start somewhere and end up just as high as your hard work and 
your capacity will enable you to go," McMillan told Associated Press. 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
Oklahoma Looks to Ban AP U.S. History: Oklahoma's legislature 
passed a bill on Monday, February 16, that will ban public schools 
from teaching Advanced Placement United States History, News
week reports. Republican Daniel Fisher, author of the bill, com
plained that the AP history course focused heavily on "what is bad 
about America" instead of emphasizing "American exceptionalism," 
according to Tulsa World. Oklahoma teachers are furious. "My first 
reaction is that this is totally going to undermine public education 
in Oklahoma," Matt Holtzen, who has taught 17 years of AP U.S. his
tory teacher in Enid, Oklahoma, told Newsweek. ''We're looking at a 
$6ll million shortfall in the budget for Oklahoma this year. And AP 
U.S. is what they target to cut?" 
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That Lonely Place on the Internet 
Man Creates Dating Site for Himself : Partly joking, partly seri
ous, Brandon Scott Wolf created a dating website, for which he is 
the only dating option. The site is called DateBrandonScott Wolf. 
Any woman can become a dating candidate by filling out a profile 
and writing an essay between 500 and 1,000 words about a specific 
accomplishment or event that impacted their life, the Huffington 
Post reports. "People have asked me, 'Are you serious? Is this a joke?' 
And my only response is, 'I'm not even sure,"' Wolf told Mashable. 
"There's a part of me that's hoping someone is going to get this 100 
percent, and won't catfish me, and then I'll ask them on a date." 

1 
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the U.S. 

That Scary Place on the Internet 
Anti-Dinosaur Mother Goes Viral: A Christian anti-dinosaur 
mother started a message board online that has gone viral, according 
to Mic News. She uses her screen name CADministry (which stands 
for "Christians Against Dinosaurs Ministry") to protest to the world 
that dinosaurs are harmful for our children. "Nothing about dino
saurs is suitable for children, from their lack of family values through 
to their non-existence from any serious scientific point of view," she 
writes. Dinosaurs, she claims, are invented by "curio-hungry Victo
rians", but apparently we have Charles Darwin to thank, because he 
disproved dinosaurs' existence. According to Mic News, when her 
children received toy dinosaurs for Christmas, she wrote, "My chil
dren were delighted because they know that dinosaurs are evil. I am 
fortunate that my family has been very supportive, and has disowned 
my children's former aunt." 
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New Haven, Connecticut 
Why Marijuana Makes You Hungry: Researchers at Yale Uni
versity discovered that marijuana prohibits neurons in the brain 
from suppressing the appetite. "It fools the brain's central feeding 
system;' Tamas Horvath, lead author of the marijuana study, said, 
according to the Washington Post. ''We were surprised to find that 
the neurons we thought were responsible for shutting down eating 
were suddenly being activated and promoting hunger, even when 
you are full." Horvath and his researchers found that instead of 
suppressing the appetite, cannabinoid receptors actually release 
endorphins that encourage eating. It is still unclear why people 
have stronger responses to marijuana than mice, the Washington 
Post explains. 

Westminister, Maryland 
A New Dr. Seuss Book: Random House is publishing a never
before-seen book from Theodor Seuss Geisel, better known as 
Dr. Seuss. The hidden treasure is What Pet Should I Get?, a likely 
sequel to the story One Fish Two Fish Red Fish Blue Fish. According 
to the New York Times, the manuscript was first uncovered shortly 
after Dr. Seuss's' death. In 2013, Giesel's widow, Audrey, and his 
secretary and friend, Claudia Prescott, found it buried in a box 
along with several other mysterious works. Random House expects 
to release the new book on July 28, as well as the other works at a 
later date. 

Beston, Virginia (CIA Headquarters) 
CIA Bought and Destroyed Iraqi Chemical Weapons: According 
to a new report from the New York Times, the CIA and U.S. military 
teamed up to find and remove 400 chemical weapons from an 
undisclosed Iraqi seller. "This was a timely and effective initiative 
by our national intelligence partners that negated the use of these 
unique munitions;' Retired Arm Lt. Gen. Richard P. Zahner told the 
Times. The report, however, revealed that many American service 
members involved in the operation did not receive the proper care 
following their exposure to the harmful chemicals. As Aaron Stein, 
an associate fellow at the Royal United Services Institute, said to 
the Times , "As it became more clear over the course of the war that 
our troops had been exposed to [chemical compounds], why wasn't 
more done to protect the guys on the ground?" 

Daytona, Florida 
New Bacon-Eating Record: Matt 'Megatoad' Stonie, one of Major 
League Eating's top two eaters in the word, set the bacon-eating 
record by housing 182 slices in five minutes, Huffington Post re
ports. The sponsors of the Daytona, Florida competition estimates 
Stonie ate more than six pounds of cooked b,acon and over 28,000 
milligrams of sodium. Stonie felt no regret after the event and still 
somehow had an appetite for bacon. "The bacon was cooked just 
the way I like it-a little crispy because I don't like having to chew 
it," Stonie told the Huffington Post after the competition. "I don't 
feel that bad. I 'm used to 10 or 12 minute contests, where I'm eating 
10 or 15 pounds of food. I came into this prepared." ' r 

r 
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Offshore Drilling in the Atlantic 

What is the Smart Choice? 

This past month, the White House took action to effectively ban 
oil exploration and drilling in 22 million acres ofland in Alaska. 
Great! However, they also opened up the leases for oil drilling off 
the East Coast. This may sound great- it'll be good for the economy, 
right? Or, it may sound like a disaster- it's going to destroy the 
delicate ecosystems of the Atlantic and the East Coast! There's a lot 
going on here, and a lot of possibilities up in the air. What should 
we think about this decision? In order to figure that out we must ask 
ourselves: is it a smart move? 

In order to answer this question we must first look at all the con
sequences, both good and bad, that could result from big oil com
panies drilling in the Atlantic. To start with the potential benefits: 
it could result in a growth in state economies along the East Coast, 
as the oil companies will need to invest in proper infrastructure to 
accompany the offshore drills (which are in federally controlled 
waters) and the increase in oil production could possibly lower gas 
prices. 

Now, let's look at the potentially harmful consequences: possible 
oil spills destroying coastal eco-systems and painful financial blows 
to the tourism industry for coastal states, deepening our reliance 

thousands of species of marine wildlife in the Gulf and countless 
residents and business owners in the effected coastal areas. BP has 
already paid billions of dollars in fees, fines, and claims and is in a 
position to pay out a total of upwards of $43 billion once everything 
is settled and done. This spill was a direct result of a badly built and 
badly regulated rig. The initial explosion killed 11 people, and the 
estimated total amount of oil leaked was around 4 million barrels 
(the US Government says 4.2 billion, BP claims it was closer to 2.45 
billion). This type of disaster could happen again, and it could prove 
to be even worse. 

East Coast states rely heavily on the revenue generated through 
the tourism industry. There are entire towns that live and die with 
the busiest tourist seasons. If something were to happen to destroy 
their main attractions, the beaches, not only would the state econo
mies be hard hit, but countless people who make their living in this 
industry would be devastated. The collective value of the tourism 
industry for Florida, Georgia, Maine, Massachusetts, New Jersey, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, and Virginia is $189 billion. In the 
event of an environmental disaster, a spill could reach the shores of 
any or all of these states, destroying the livelihoods of millions of 

Americans. on non-sustainable energy sources, and the 
definite harm caused by sonic-canons used to 
survey possible drilling sites to over 100,000 
sea creatures. 

'' Will we make short
sighted decisions that 

In addition to the financial impact a disaster 
would have, the environmental consequences 
would be unquantifiable. If another oil spill of 
the same size were to happen in the Atlantic 
Ocean, the harmful effects would be wide
spread and uncontainable. As it is, there are 
already 138,000 sea creatures who are in 

Yeah, there are more cons than pros ... Maybe 
the significance of the benefits outweigh the 
negative consequences? 

The estimated sum that could be generated 
by offshore drilling is upwards of $10.8 to $60 
billion (that number represents the collective 

put the planet, its ani
mal life, and our future 
descendants in possible 
jeopardy? direct harm's way just from the effects of the 

sonic cannon that would be used to survey the 
ocean floor to find suitable drilling areas. Most total benefits to coastal states from Delaware 

to Georgia). Additionally, there could be another $2.1 to $11.6 billion 
made in tax revenue. Finally, any effect on gas prices wouldn't be 
seen until 2030, fifteen years from now, and it is only estimated to be 
a difference of three cents. We can't predict what the geo-political 
landscape in 2030 will look like, so there is no way of guarantee-
ing that the extra oil production would actually result in lower gas 
prices. 

Fifteen years is a long time to wait to see benefits from a venture 
that could end up causing more harm than good. Which brings us to 
the cons of offshore drilling ... 

Oil spills happen, and they aren't pretty. The last major one 
to effect the United States was the largest one in our history, the 
Deepwater Horizon spill in 2010, which proved catastrophic for 

marine life relies on sound to communicate, and the cannon could 
cause significant and possibly permanent hearing damage, thereby 
leaving these dolphins, whales, turtles, crabs and other creatures as 
good as dead. 

All of these possible consequences are just in the event that there 
is an oil spill-we haven't even looked at the significance of offshore 
drilling encouraging our country's reliance on unsustainable fossil 
fuels. Leaving aside the obvious effects these fuels have on the cli
mate, the United States' reliance on oil has been a consistent cause 
for our involvement in contentious political situations, particularly 
in the Middle East, since the mid-twentieth century. As it is, we rely 
on oil to power our economy 
and our lives- leaving us in Continued On Pg. 7 
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George Ward A'.17 

Is it tough to imagine a piece of cinema as revolutionary as Fifty 
Shades of Grey? Yes. Its subject matter? Staggering. Its characters? 
So fleshed out, it hurts. In all seriousness, this is a film that isn't just 
groundbreaking, it takes the ground and dismisses it entirely, drill
ing through it until it's nestled in the spicy hot lava underneath. 

Christian Grey is the kind of man who makes money almost as 
fast as he makes his enemies sad. He's the kind of guy who has a 
house that's so big, even though no house is big enough to contain 
his piercing gaze. He's the kind of guy who has an unsettlingly 
strong handshake, like a handshake ghost, maybe. He's the kind of 
guy who thinks your girlfriend is ugly, but will steal her anyway 

Continued From Pg.6 
a position where we find ourselves needing to interfere in messy 

and costly situations overseas so that we can maintain our energy 
imports. One could say, "Sure, but that only makes offshore drill
ing more important! We can become self-reliant!" But this is a 
foolhardy claim. First off, the oil reaped from these rigs would be 
controlled and sold by the oil companies leasing the rigs, and more 
often than not the oil would be shipped overseas to be sold on the 
world market. Secondly, by saying "yes" to offshore drilling, we are 
only supporting the unsustainable reliance we have on oil, thereby 
keeping our nation's interests and assets tied to those of unstable 
governments overseas. Time and time again we have imposed our 
influence on regimes and governments of foreign states in order to 
ensure the stability of our energy supply, but we shouldn't continue 
to go down this path. To sum it up, any move to continue our reli
ance on fossil fuels when we could be investing in more sustainable 
forms of energy is not only a foolish choice when it comes to the 
environment, but an unwise choice when it comes to foreign policy 
and national security. 

The truth is, there is a lot of damage that can result from drilling 
in the Atlantic off the East Coast. Sure, it may be financially profit
able to some of the coastal states, but does that make it the smarter 
choice? As humans we may feel a sense of control over our environ
ment, to the point that we can manipulate it to our whim at will, 
but shouldn't we also feel a sense of duty too? We are not alone on 
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"The kind of book that Madame Bovary would read" 
-The Ne}V York Times · 

"Inexplicably a worldwide phenomenon" 
-The Washington Post · 

"No. My opinion is no.'' 
-Rebecca O'Brien, 
St. John's College Delegate Council member 

Note: these uotes ma not be real 

because then you will feel lonely like he does all the time. 
And nobody gets stolen faster than saucy college coed Anastasia 

Steele. She yearns for him so much, and who can blame her? Chris
tian Grey is the kind of man whose body is like a typhoon! His torso 
undulates like an ocean warning a peaceful island village of the 
violence to come. Imagine the peaceful island villagers to be kind of 
turned on, too. That's how I was the whole movie. I would wreck is
landers' villages for Christian Grey. I am not sure what his company 
does, but maybe it will help. I would wreck them sensually. 

And nobody gets wrecked more sensually than wide-eyed, 
virginal twenty-something Anastasia Steele. She takes one look at 
Christian Grey and alluringly bites herself in the face. Sometimes, 
she exhales deeply, and sometimes, she bites a pen. All this because 
of a man. A man so powerful, he has *many* cars. 

I think I've made my case. Their names may be metallic, but 
their love is fierce and wild, like a dog and a cat who want to be 
friends. At one point, they are both naked at the end. Christian looks 
at her naked body and wants it so much. Anastasia says no, and 
Christian makes an angry face. The sexual tension is palpable, and 
as an audience member, I'm sure I'm not alone in being grateful... if 
you know what I mean!!!! 

Fifty Shades may not be a fun treat for the whole family. But it's 
certainly a fun treat if you're on a girls' night out ... and an *especial
ly* fun treat if you're saucy enough to be out with a *boy!* 

"Laters, babes"! This is George Ward, signing out! + 

this planet and any decision regarding offshore drilling is going to 
effect the other species we share this environment with. They can't 
survive on money, and neither can we when it really comes down to 
it, so right now is the time when we need to choose. Will we make 
short-sighted decisions that put the planet, its animal life, and our 
future descendants in possible jeopardy? Or, do we make the wiser 
choice and act on behalf of our children and this shared environ
ment-a choice that would be even more likely lead to a stronger 
economy and national security down the road? Now, it is time for 
you to choose: what is the smart choice? + 

A Poem Inspired By Aristotle's Ethics 
+Anonymous 
As two stones 

are scraped together to be 

smooth 

so friends must chip off 

their faults, mimicking each 

other to become good people. 
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UPCOMING 
EVENTS 
Tuesday 02/23 
Crossfit 

11:40AM 

Kunai 
4PM 

Fencing 
7:30 PM 

Wednesday 02/24 
Crossfit 
11:40AM 

St. John's Chorus, Great Hall 
7 PM 

Thursday 02/25 
Crossfit 
11:40AM 

Intramural Basketball 
Championship Game 

lOPM 

SPRING BREAK BEGINS 

lOPM 

If you would like to see your 

event on the weekly schedule, 
please email sjca.gad:fly@ 
gmail.com. 

THE GADFLY 

Plate I' ll (cont i11J1cd) 
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THE STUDENT COMMITTEE ON INSTRUCTION: 

Examining Freshman Laboratory 
Henry Hirsch A'15 

On Thursday, February 19, the Student 
Committee on Instruction convened in the 
Private Dining Hall to discuss freshman 
laboratory. What questions does freshman 
laboratory (especially in the first semester) 
try to address? What aspects of the labora
tory can be improved? 

Many of the students who were present 
at the forum regarded freshman laboratory 
(particularly in the first semester) as an ex
ercise in learning to see in a variety of ways. 
They thought that the laboratory encour
ages students to compare the different per
spectives provided by observation of living 
organisms and dead organisms, of exteriors 
and interiors, and of wholes and parts. 
In other words, the primary focus of the 
laboratory is not the subjects that are being 
observed, but rather 

and structure of a subject. 
A tutor who was present at the forum 

suggested that a tension exists between the 
authors who are read in the first and second 
semesters of freshman laboratory. Some 
second semester authors (notably Lavoisier) 
claim that nothing is created or destroyed. 
Yet, much of the activity of first semester 
involves destroying beings, for example, 
dissecting a fish. The idea of wholeness that 
permeates the first semester is absent in the 
second semester. It is replaced by the idea of 
measurement. For instance, one can break a 
rock and measure its parts. But one cannot 
do the same activity with a fish; the fish has 
a wholeness that the rock does not have. 

One freshman was disturbed by what she 
perceived as the flippancy that is shown 

for the lives of the 
the different ways in 
which those subjects 
can be observed, and 
thus understood. One 
student pointed out 
that this is why fresh
men are provided with 
almost no guidance or 
methodology during 
their practicums; they 

'' Freshman are provided 
with almost no guidance 

organisms dissected 
in freshman labora
tory. She felt that 
alternatives (such 

or methodology during 
their practicums; they are 
learning to look for them
selves. 

as models or videos) 
should be provided for 
students who didn't 
want to partake in the 
dissections. How-

are learning to look for themselves. 
Another student at the forum felt that 

the most fruitful conversations in freshmen 
laboratory occur when students attempt to 
create theories to explain why the subjects 
they are observing are the way they are and 
how they work. He attributed this to the fact 
that students often generate a diversity of 
these theories, while they usually come to a 
general consensus regarding the appearance 

ever, another student 
believed that using these alternatives would 
undermine the purpose of the practicums by 
inhibiting students from learning to look for 
themselves. 

Lastly, one laboratory assistant thought 
that the Goethe readings should be moved 
later in the curriculum. (This year they 
have been scheduled earlier than usual) He 
thought that these readings were too theo
retical for freshmen to undertake so early. + 


