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From the Editors: 
I t's been awhile, Johnnies, so welcome 

back to the pages of the Gadfly! 
We'd like to draw your attention to 

two new columns starting this week. 
The very best, Samuel Collins and Joe 
Kensok, will deliver us a regular scoop 
on all things intramurals- and, yes, that 
includes Kunai! Then, highlighting the 
most intriguing stories from the past 
two weeks, "Around the U.S." will be 
sure to deliver overlooked, absurd, and 
wow moments from around the U.S. 

Happy reading! 

- - - ------
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Terror in Bosnia 
Allison Tretina A'16 

The recent attack on Paris has sent a pang of 
terror through countries across the world and 
Bosnia is certainly one of them. With half of 
the Bosnian population following Islam and a 
tumultuous history of religious division, Bosnia 
is taking necessary precautions to prevent 
uprisings from within their own country. "[The 
Paris attack] was a hugely important event," 
Mladen Ivanic, the Serbian chairman of Bosnia's 
tripartite Presidency, told Radio Free Europe on Thursday, "one which will certainly have 
consequences like those of the 9-11 or the attacks in London and Madrid." 

It was only a week ago-and a day before Mladen lvanic's talk with the press- when 
Bosnian Muslims, on the border between Christendom and the Islamic lands, celebrated 
the Orthodox Christmas on January 7. Adherence to the Orthodox Christmas, or any cel
ebration of Jesus Christ's birth, is a matter of controversy in Islam. Sunni fundamentalists 
prohibit the celebration of any prophet's births, Muhammad included, as an "impermis- . 
sible innovation in religion," according to Stephen Schwartz, the Executive Director of the 
Center for Islamic Pluralism. 

Throughout Islamic history, however, some traditional Muslims have disregarded the 
Sunni fundamentalist's prohibition, offering their non-Muslim neighbors Christmas greet
ing and adopting their holiday. For Bosnia, participating in the Orthodox Christmas is a 
great act of goodwill toward their Serbian neighbors. It was only twenty years ago, with 
the fall of the Yugoslav Republic, that more than 7,000 Bosnian Muslim men and boys were 
massacred largely by Christian Serbs in the Srebrenica town. 

Unfortunately, this spirit of goodwill is not present throughout all of Bosnia. Milorad Do
dik, the President of Republika Srpska, a primarily Serbian entity of Bosnia, is deeply aware 
of this truth. ''We dread something eventually happening to us here because the records 
about people in Bosnia and Herzegovina who promote radical Islam show that there are 
more of them," he told the Balkan Insight. He estimates that around 3,000 potential Islamist 
radicals are present in the country, a great deal too many for the weak security structures in 
Bosnia. 

Bosnian officials and leaders are doing what they can to secure national security. As of 
Thursday, securities around the French embassy and other diplomatic premises in Sarajevo 
have been increased. As the Balkan Insight reports, prominent voices in the Islamic com
munity have been speaking out against the killings in Paris. Grand Mufti Husein Kavazovic, 
for example, sent a telegram to the French ambassador in Bosnia, Claire Bodonyi, which 
read: "I express my full solidarity with France and its people in the fight against terrorist 
violence and the suffering of innocent people, and I condemn in the strongest terms those 
who plot and carry out terror and spread fear." In addition, Mustafa Ceric, former Bosnian 
Grand Mufti, joined citizens, journalists, and intellectuals in front of the French embassy in 
Sarajevo to pay their respects to the victims of the Paris attack. 

For a country whose history is impaired by regular religious division, the attack on Paris 
has foremost served as a reminder of this dangerous division; it is a warning of Bosnia's 
susceptibility for harm. Bosnia can only hope that it is only a reminder and nothing more.+ 

Q: Would you trust Socrates to be 
your real live actual midwife? + 
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Concert Review: The Parker Quartet 
Featuring Pianist Shai Wosner 

Kerrigan Dougherty A'16 

The Parker Quartet returned to St. John's to offer yet another 
enchanting program. This year, the group brought together composers 
Franz Schubert and Gyorgy Kurtag as well as guest musicians Shai 
Wosner and Thomas Van Dyck. 

The two hour program, divided at the midpoint by an intermission, 

close to the stage, I could see precisely what was being done to 
bring out the sharp chirps and flutelike sounds. The players used 
many, if not mostly, harmonics. This is the process of bowing as 
normal but only lightly touching a finger down on the string, rather 
than pressing all the way down to the fingerboard. Juniors and on 

was very smartly crafted. At first, we heard 
Schubert's Quartettsatz. This one movement 
was composed for an otherwise unfinished 
string quartet. There is a 40 bar fragment of the 
second movement, which the Parker Quartet 
graciously played for a few music classes on 
Thursday morning. 

Shai Wosner, a well-rounded NYC pianist, 
teamed up with the Parker Quartet, currently 
made up of Daniel Chong on violin, Ying Xue on 
violin, Jessica Bodner on viola, and Kee-Hyun 
Kim on cello. Both the classical powerhouse 
Schubert and modern, cutting edge, still-living 
Kurtag adopt the form of moments musicaux 
for some of their compositions. The harmonic 

( ( Wosner played a 
Schubert delight 
and then the Parker 
Quartet launched 
into difficult and 

with a keen sense for Laboratory practica 
will recognize the importance of nodes on a 
vibrating string. Placing a finger either above 
or below the prefect spot will produce a dull 
and muted sound, but placing the finger in the 
precise place of string division will bring out 
an amazing and metallic sound. In the end, 
six consecutive sweet Schubert pieces or six 
consecutive challenges from Kurtag would be 
too much. However, the alternation between 
styles and instruments lead to a very exciting 
and pleasurable listening experience. 

disorienting, but 
extremely exciting, 
Kurtag Most of the musicians from the first portion 

returned to the stage to play Schubert's rarely 
performed but very worthy Trout Quintet. 

structures and the playing techniques necessary for these two sets of 
moments differ greatly, but something about the two sets made them 
a natural pair. Wosner played the first Schubert moment, marked 
Moderato, and it was everything a sophomore music student should 
expect: a clear A-B-A structure, understandable tonal centers, and 
discernable phrasing and 
meter. Then, the Quartet 
immediately launched into 
a chaotic and sour sounding 
Kurtag piece. 

A classmate remarked on 
the similarity between the 
middle of this piece and part 
of Jingle Bells, the holiday 
classic. Aside from this, the 
piece was fascinating with 
short and dissonant outbursts 
blended with long and eerie 
soundscapes. Sometimes 
the players would all bow at 
the same moment, but then 
they would slow down and 
each play longer and less 
urgent lines, leading to an 
unparsable sound. Listening 
to the piece on a recording, 
I can no longer tell which sounds come from viola, violin or even 
cello. This pattern continued: Wosner played a Schubert delight and 
then the Parker Quartet launched into difficult and disorienting, but 
extremely exciting, Kurtag. Sophomores and older students should 
recognize the second Schubert moment from many listenings in 
music tutorial. The piece, marked Andantino in Ab major, is featured 
in The Sense of Music in Texture and Structure in the section called 
A-B-A-B-A. 

Also, many listeners remarked on the birdlike sounds of the 
strings in Kurtag's fifth moment, ... rappel des oiseaux ... Sitting 

Chong on violin, Bodner on viola, Kim on cello, and Wosner on piano 
march back out. However, they have the young but quite tall Thomas 
Van Dyck in tow. He apparently had to drive many hours to come down 
from Boston, where he plays in the Boston Symphony Orchestra. Just 
minutes before the performance, he was spotted walking around 

FSK auditorium with his 
shirt, jacket and shoes in one 
hand, and what looked like 
an iced latte in the other. He 
seemed to be searching for 
the backstage area! The cello, 
which in a traditional quartet 
is the foundation and lowest 
sounding, biggest instrument, 
was made quite small in this 
second segment. 

Van Dyck plays double bass 
and was situated right next 
to Kim (cello). I had to giggle 
when looking at the two 
instruments. What at first 
had seemed like such a large 
and commanding instrument, 
the cello, then appeared 
quite petite by comparison. 
As well, the cello happens to 

be a lighter stained wood with a consistent color. The bass is much 
darker and varied brown and seemed to have bracing on the sides, 
only adding to its stature and prominence. This team of five played 
the simply lovely Schubert. In the moments musicaux, the piano and 
strings were not played simultaneously. But here, in the final offering, 
the players united to put on a great show. The bass added great depth 
as well as warmth. The piano nicely punctuated the music on the 
strings. 

Both guests contributed greatly to the musical presentation and, 
as always, the Parker Quartet did excellent work. + ' l 

r 
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Chicago, Illinois 
"Kale Chips", an 85-pound beagle: One Tail at a Time, a rescue 
shelter in Chicago, rescued a 85-pound beagle, well over the 22-25 
pound range for a healthy adult male of his breed. They named 
the dog "Kale Chips", because "that's pretty much what his future 
looks like," the animal shelter said in a Facebook post last Tuesday. 
Members of the rescue team had to use a wagon to transport the 
beagle to his new home at the rescue. Heather Owen, co-founder 
of One Tail at a Time, told the Huffington Post, that they are testing 
the dog for medical-related reasons for his obeisity, but she sus
pects that his obeseity is due to a poor lifestyle. "It's our assump
tion that the owner wasn't able to walk him or care for him," Owen 
explained. "His nails were really long and the owner certainly 
overfed him." 

Los Angeles, California 
Bullet-proof train: Last week, California began construction on 
a $68-billion bullet train from San Francisco to Los Angeles, which 
is predicted to be completed sometime in the 2020s. The train will 
travel at 220 miles per hour and deliver passengers from one city 
to the next in three hours. It will be the first high-speed rail system 
in the United States, CBS News reports. Proponents of the project 
say it will help with traffic and improve air quality, as well as bring 
in new jobs, while opponents believe it will destroy neighborhoods 
by tearing down buildings and blocking streets. Diana Gomez of 
the High-Speed Rail Authority says the train is good for California, 
telling CBS News, "Our project is going to transform how we move 
around in the state." 

Colorado Springs, Colorado 
Terrorist bombing: The FBI is searching for a "person of inter
est" -described as a balding, white male in his 40's driving an 
older-model pick-up truck- connected to the small explosion at a 
building that houses the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People (NAACP) office in Colorado Springs. Nobody was 
injured by the Monday incident. The homemade device damaged 
the sidewalk besides the building but did not ignite a canister of 
gasoline placed next to it. The Denver chapter of the NAACP said 
that the blast appeared to be a "cowardly" hate crime, the Los An
geles Times reports. "This is proof that racism is still alive," the civil 
rights groups said in a statement. 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
Wearing a hoodie illegal: The Republican state senator of Okla
homa, Don Barrington, proposed a new law prohibiting people from 
concealing their identity in public by "means of a robe, mask, or 
other disguise." Violators can be fined up to a $500 ticket or could 
be subject to "imprisonment in the country jail for a period of not 
exceeding one year." There are, however, a few exceptions to the 
bill: anyone wearing "religious garments, protections from weather, 
parades, Halloween celebrations and numerous other circumstanc
es", such as "minstrel troupes" and "sporting events". According to 
Oklahoma's KOTV, the bill was written, because lawmakers received 
too many complaints about robberies committed by men wearing 
hooded sweatshirts. 
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Hudson , Florida 
"I have drugs" T-shirt: John Balmer was strolling through his local 
K-Mart in Florida, when he was arrested while wearing a t-shirt 
printed with "Who needs drugs. No, seriously, I have drugs." Balmer 
was standing in the check out line when he saw a deputy walk in. Af
ter failing to swiftly hand a bag to the customer behind him, he then 
placed the bag on the ground and attempted to continue to check out. 
The cashier told the deputy about the bag, who then asked Balmer if 
he had drugs. After noticing the t-shirt the deputy found the bag to 
indeed contain drugs. He will now be charged for possession on two 
counts, the first for methamphetamine and the second for 20 grams 
or less of marijuana. Photographic evidence of the shirt can be found 
on the Pasco County Sheriff's Office official Facebook page. 
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Baltimore, Maryland 
Misdiagnosed uterus: Joyce Ferguson checked into a John's 
Hopkins hospital experiencing severe pelvic pain only to be 
released misdiagnosed. After three trips to the emergency room 
and no solution, the 59-year-old woman was re-examined after 
being found unresponsive. Doctors found an infection in her 
uterus that had hindered her blood circulation enough so that 
she was cold to the touch. The restricted blood flow resulted in 
an amputation of both arms and legs. Ferguson has now filed a 
lawsuit against John Hopkins over the loss of her extremities due 
to their failed attempts to diagnose the infection sooner. Fergu
son's attorney insists that the amputations could have easily been 
avoided. 

05 
Tiffin, Ohio 
Vital tubes pulled: A 69 year old marriage ended when both man 
and wife died in the hospital only 8 hours apart. Gene and Pat War
rington met in junior high and married while Gene was on leave 
from boot camp during World War IL After his safe return the 
couple had been inseparable ever since. After a visit to his wife's 
hospital room, which revealed her ailing condition, Gene decided 
to pull his own tubes and cords out telling a son, "It wouldn't be 
fun without her." This did not come as a surprise to the family who 
knew the couple to only do things together. The couple has left 
behind 3 children, 7 grandchildren, and 12 great-grandchildren. 

Boston, Massachusetts 
Oldest known time capsule: On January 6, Museum of Fine Arts, 
Boston conservator Paul Hatchfield opened the nation's old-
est known time capsule in the walls of the Massachusetts State 
House. It was originally buried on July 4, 1795 by none other than 
midnight-rider Paul Revere and Samuel Adams, who was then 
Massachusett's governor. Inside the plaster-sealed, corroded box 
were five neatly folded newspapers, a collection of 23 coins dating 
as far back as 1652, a medal depicting George Washington, a replica 
of Colonial records, and a silver plate commemorating the erection 
of the new State House. The capsule had until last week remained 
unopened since it was orinally found in 1855 by workers making 
some repairs on the State House. 

Hartford, Connecticut 
Forced chemo treatment: Connecticut Supreme Court forced 17 
year old cancer patient, Cassandra C., chemo treatment against her 
and her mother's will. Cassandra was diagnosed with Stage 3 or 
4 of Hodgkin's lymphoma in September and immediately under
went a surgery operation to have part of her lymph node removed. 
Once her treatment shifted to chemo therapy, Cassandra and her 
mother, Jacki Fortin, left the hospital against the doctor's orders. 
The hospital reported child abuse and neglect to the Department 
of Children and Families (DCF), which in turn made Cassandra's 
case a state Supreme Court issue. The court granted DCF tempo
rary custody of Cassandra, and the hospital went on to perform 
two chemo treatments-that is, until Cassandra ran away from the 
hospital for a second time. Cassandra has since been removed from 
her home and forcibly hospitalized since late December. 

Brooklyn, New York 
Turned backs on Mayor de Blasio: At the funeral for Wenjian 
Liu, one of two New York City police officers killed on December 
20 in an ambush by a gunman who had said he was out to avenge 
the deaths of unarmed black men killed by officers, thousands of 
police officers and city officials were in attendance. In a eulogy to 
Liu, Mayor de Blasio took the opportunity to call for reconciliation. 
But, according to the Gothamist report, hundreds of police officers 
"turned their backs on de Blasio," whom the officers believed to 
have stirred up anti-police sentiment. 
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Intramural Madness 
Samuel Collins A'15 

Welcome back Johnnies! I hope you all had a wonderful break, 
full of leisurely intellectual inquiries and close examination of your 
seminar readings and senior essays. Now that we're all back at 
school we can direct our rested minds towards enlightening and 
thoughtful conversations, both inside and outside the classroom. 
But not here. Here, we talk sports. What kind of sports? The best 
damn sports around ... intramurals. In a new weekly segment, a 
couple others (looking at you Kensok) and I will explore the wide 
world of sports at St. John's. We're talking basketball, handball, 
rowing, croquet, and those other ones that people don't really con
sider sports (looking at you CrossFit). In this article, I'll be laying 
down the what's what about the upcoming semester in intramu
rals: Who's hot, who's cold, who's wearing who. You know, real 
talk. Without further ado, here we go. 

First up: Basketball. It's the sport we all came here for. Every
one has had enough of that weird feet and disc stuff; do not even 
get me started on that weird oblong "ball" that somehow purports 
reason as its muse. No, this is a real sport, filled with real balls and 
real rules. Let's talk teams. The Hustlers and Greenwaves domi
nated last year. Nikos Frank, TJ Schaub, and a whole lot of other 
men in red exhausted the other A-teams with their athleticism and 

' ' Expect blood everybody, 
expect blood. 

physical 
play. If it 
had not 
been for 
the Gre-
enwaves, 
led by the 

stellar play of Sebastian Abella and Jerry Januszewski, the season 
would have been case closed early on. Both teams were close all 
season, up until the final buzzer which coincided with a missed 
buzzer beater by some Greenwave (source?). 

Still, graduation, the draft, and other variables make for a differ
ent storyline for this year. 

The Hustlers, losing several key players, reloaded their team 
with GI Jeremy and brothers Marco and Jordan. All three are stel
lar players with great court vision. Former MVP Nikos Frank and 
senior floor general Joe Hamd return to make for another stacked 
Hustlers A-Team. Unfortunately, the B-Team took a major hit 
when they lost 1st Team All-Hustle Clayton "Bigsby" Williams to 
the Colorado School of Mines (Mimes?). However, the two-peat is 
looking possible. 

The Greenwaves lost star A-Teamer Brett Lowry to the real 
world, but still have the stalwarts of their program, Sebastian 
Abella and JJ, to lead the charge. Both players bring a whole lot 
of skill and basketball I.Q. to the table, with Abella as the main 
ballhandler and JJ as THE MAN down low. The B-Team has a lot 
to offer. Jermaine and the Kims promise a lot of shutdown defense 
in the 1st and 3rd quarters, hopefully fo llowed by a heap of fast 
break points. The Waves certainly can threaten for first this year. 
However, with an ever dwindling stable of alumni and a general 
animosity towards them, anything can happen. 

The Spartans return with their Big 3 intact. Matthew Denci, 
Christopher Zeller, and Graham "Cracker" Gordon all tower over 
the opposition with the shortest being 6'3. The loss of point guard 
Ian Tuttle is hard, but I see Zeller taking over that role with ease. 
On B-Team, they are as stacked as ever: Grace Athanas-Linden, 
Matt Saburn, Zachary Peyser, SUBHA, etc. The only question is, 
can they stay calm and not get so angry? My bet is they will be as 
angry as ever. Expect blood everybody, expect blood. 

To Know the Joy of Leaving 
+Erik Neave '16 

To know the joy of leaving-flesh and blood 

On flesh and blood-between the murmuring tongues, 

Before the song is buried in thunder, 

Takes the gentle burden of tired offspring 

Filling the cradle of cause and result; 

Eyelids heavy, set on sleep, mimicking 

Pizzicato cries and swells of close chords 

Sound, diminished, down the skeletal hall 

Emptied of life, a ghost of the future. 

(When clapped hands might carry grateful bodies 

Into the cavernous foyer for tea 

And tan coffee and pleasant, hushed talk 

And force the ghost to shuffle, wind-like, 

And slip slow between civilised whispers 

And into the cold corpse of now ... and now ... ) 

And now each quivering step on matte ice 

Sends memory to its mirror image. 

Like summer rain and white-washed nights converge, 

Toying with memory. 

Each season demands absolute regard, 

A quartet of individual voice 

Legato as the sliding, icy steps. 

Stones to home and warm, silent midnight-a 

Squirming torso bending towards the darkness, 

The haze, or the vague routine of childhood 

Guiding the dying present to dead past. 

One hears, at last, the palm-muted ballad 

Of flesh and blood on flesh and blood leaving 

Overflowing auditoriums then, 

For a vacant, translucent stillness now. 

A stillness that fills the whole unended song with joy. 

"Fallen" Tyler, and "Jack" John ''.Jack" ''.John" "Jack" Whitman gear 
up for one last go around. In their 4th year together, chemistry 
will be at an all-time high. In addition, they retain stud Florian 
"Nacho" Ancho. Things are looking good for the Druid A-Team. 
The B-Team has a lot of athletic talent, the only question is: Can 
MaryBeth and Jenna put aside their issues with one another. The 
team has split up into factions, Team Beydler and Team Alton, 
with former friends Will Kinum, Connor Mccourt, and Corey 
Kirner all now bitter enemies. As a result, the B-Team offers up a 
stark contrast to the grooving A-Team. 

The Guardians ... well they had a good showing in the Holiday 
Invitational, thanks to now-gone Chris Tracey and his ill-gotten 
"cousin" Anthony (who is in reality 
a good guy and does not reflect the Continued On Pg. 7 
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Continued From Pg. 6 weasly Guardians). Now, 
both are gone and a lot de

pends on how well John Neal and TJ Schaub can haridle the scor
ing load. Will Pack, Mike "Could you please pass the" Mayo and 
Mr. Burke fill out a solid A-Team. The B-Team is where this team 
has a chance to win it, with sophomore ballers Josh Mccourt 
and Thanja Jaygbay going all out each time on the floor. Unlike 
the Greenwaves, the Guardians' stable (albeit this one of tutors) 
remains strong-minus the presence oflights out scorer J-Mac 
due to foreseen sabbatical. Still, the talent in the league this year 
might be too hot to handle for the cagers in gold. 

Second: Kunai. Listen, I have a confession. I am a man (boy?) 
and therefore cannot play Kunai. The strong, virtuous, Amazo
nian character required to play in the fiercest league at the school 
has not been endowed to me. All I can do is sit on the sidelines 
and watch the She-Dogs of the Underworld as they take on every 
sport imaginable. They do so with a swagger and a level of fun 
incomprehensible to most people out in the world. The music 
is blaring, the captains are cheering, the smiles abound on every 
person who makes the trip to Iglehart to take part in one of the 
college's best traditions. Whether you are looking to compete, 
exercise, or have some down time with the best ladies on campus, 
Kunai is for you. It is such a valuable experience that two years 
ago a senior male paid around 300 dollars to be able to play 
sports with these women. No where else in the world do you get 
the chance to be a part of something like this; the Kunai girls that 
I have talked to profess that it is truly a unique, powerful, joyful 
thing to partake in. Tuesdays and Fridays at 4 p.m., whether its 
snowing or not, Kunai awaits. 

Third: Handball. Unlike with basketball, most people at the 
college are probably unfamiliar with this game. In this category, 
I include myself. I just do not understand how it works. Sure, I 
have scored some goals, argued with the refs (in fact I have even 
referred a few games), and gone iso mode before, but what is 
handball? Is it basketball? Soccer? Baseball? Spin the Bottle? 
Are weapons allowed? Can one discuss the absurdities oflife and 
their manifestation in our rational thought at this sport? Can 

we investigate the 
property and puis
sance oflanguage 
while playing? The 
issue is, no one 
knows, not even 
Mike McQuarrie. 
A couple of days 
ago I asked him 
about handball. 
Here was his re
sponse1: "Hand
ball? Honestly, I 
thought it was a 
type of macrame ... " 
There you have it 
folks, its a type of 
craft reserved for 
those who probably 
had trouble learn
ing how to tie their 
shoes as a kid and 
people not allowed 
around sharp 
objects2. Games 
are on Wednesdays 
at 4pm and will 
continue up to the Rt~( t \II."'- ll11tt l'\(\1~ 
end of March. Find 
out if your team is playing and put on your handball hands. 
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Well, that is all I have for you today. There is a lot more to 
cover, and I'll make sure to get to those in later articles. In the 
mean time, feel free to ask any of the Intramural and Kunai cap
tains about whatever. Also, do your homework and don't drink 
on Wednesdays. The latter is a loud and obnoxious thing to do, 
and I can hear you all from Gilliam. + 

Student Video Contest: 
"Why Choose a St. John's Education?" 
How would you persuade prospective Johnnies to attend St. John's? What kind of buzz could you create about the Great Books? The 
Alumni Association wants to know how current students would answer this question: "Why Choose a St. John's Education?" 
We would like to see your answers in video form. It doesn't have to be cinematographic, just creative and compelling, especially to those 
who might be considering applying to St. John's. Do ai;iything you like--a song, a skit, a poem, an animation, a puppet show, a short docu
mentary. Videos should be no longer than 5 minutes. 

The contest period begins at 12:00 PM MST on Friday, January 23, 2015 and ends at 12:00 AM MDT on Friday April 24. During that time 
you can upload your video and try to get as many popular votes as you can. The videos will be showcased to Alumni, film-making profes
sionals and other members of the St. John's Community in June during the Alumni Leadership Forum on the Santa Fe campus. Distin
guished judges will choose winners from the top five videos determined by the popular vote. This is a great opportunity to showcase 
your talents! 

FIRST PRIZE: $500 
SECOND PRIZE: $100 
THIRD PRIZE: SJC branded goodies 

For more information about the contest and to register for the contest, contact the Alumni Office at: 
anna.perry@sjc.edu or 410-295-5532. 

Regards, 
St. John's College Alumni Association 
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UPCOMING 
EVENTS 
Tuesday 01/13 
Kunai 

4PM 

Fencing 
6PM 

Wednesday 01/14 
St. John's Chorus, Great Hall 

7PM 

Thursday 01/15 
CrossFit 

11:40AM 

Friday 01/16 
Fencing 

6PM 

Lecture: "What Does Music 
Mean?" by Tutor Matthew 
Caswell 

FSK Auditorium 
8PM 

Saturday 01/17 
New Carrolton Shuttle 

9AM 

Sunday 01/18 
Shopping Shuttle 

4:30 PM 

Gadfly Meeting, 
Lower level of the BBC 
7PM 

If you would like to see your 
event on the weekly schedule, 
please email sjca.gadfiy@ 
gmail.com. 
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Geometry · Problem: 
For the Math Enthusiast at the College 

Yosef Trachtenberg A'.15 

A geometry problem has come up in an experiment I've been working on, and I thought 
I'd enlist the help of fellow math enthusiasts at the college in solving it. Seniors might 
recognize the diagram from the Rutherford lab reading, but the problem presented is just a 
problem in geometry. 

Given 2 branches of a hyperbola with foci S, B, center 0, and tangents. 

Other givens: 

AC =FD = SN= p 

FC =DA,=b 

OS = OB = OC = OF 

<NOR = cl> 

<OCA = cl>/2 

<COA = <AOR = 9 

<SNO = <FDO = <CAO = right angle 

Let a random point M be taken on the right branch of the hyperbola, and from the focus of 
the other branch join SM, making <ASM = a . 

It is required to find an expression (the simpler, the better!) for the length SM as a function 
of the angle a and the givens b, p, e, cl>. 

If you have a solution or an idea for a solution, email me at yosef.trachtenberg@sjc.edu, or 
just find me around campus. + 


