
Mitchell Gallery Exhibition Schedule 2004-2005 

Where the Water Meets the Land: Selected Works from the Phelan Collection 
August 24 – September 10, 2004 

America has always had a love affair with the sea, a fact well-understood by Washington-
area art collector Jay Phelan.  Phelan began to collect nautical paintings in the 1960s; his 
collection ranges from ship portraits of the early 19th century to Connecticut Impressionist 
works to representations of Depression-era industrial waterfronts. 

The Mitchell Gallery will display 25 of the most notable pieces from this collection, 
spanning the last 200 years of maritime art.  

Louise Nevelson: Selections from the Farnsworth Art Museum 
September 14 – October 30, 2004 

Russian-born American artist Louise Nevelson (1899-1988) is considered a pioneer of 20th 
century art in both painting and sculpture. After many years of struggle she was recognized 
in her lifetime as the “grand dame of contemporary sculpture.” 

This exhibition presents 37 paintings, prints, sketches, sculptures, and collages and a 
selection of pendants made by Nevelson from the Farnsworth Art Museum’s collection. It 
traces the full span of the artist’s career, from her student days at the Art Students League 
to her emergence as an artist of national stature. 

The Book of Kings: Art, War, and the Morgan Library’s Medieval Picture 
Bible  
November 6 – December 19, 2004 

In the mid-13th century King Louis IX of France, later canonized as Saint Louis, 
commissioned a picture book of astonishing beauty, depicting stories from the Old 
Testament. This manuscript came to be known as the “Crusader Bible,” a picture book of 
remarkable power and beauty that is now in the collection of the Pierpont Morgan Library 
in New York.  Because this manuscript is so fragile, it was only on display at the Walters 
Art Museum, the curating and originating museum for this extraordinary exhibition.  
However, a superb facsimile was printed in Germany and pages from this manuscript will 
be on display in this scholarly presentation. 

Twenty objects from the Walters Museum’s Medieval and Islamic collection, including 
armor, enamels, ceramics, textiles, and manuscripts from England, France, Italy, Germany, 
and Iran, that correspond with those depicted in the Bible are included in this exhibit. 



A Community of Artists: The Collection of the Provincetown Art Association 
and Museum 
January 16 – February 26, 2005 

Provincetown, Massachusetts, the isolated fishing village perched 40 miles out to sea, was 
coined the “Biggest Art Colony in the World” by the Boston Globe in 1918. Almost 87 years 
later, Provincetown is still home to a wealth of artists, art lovers, and those who bask in the 
clear light and natural landscape. 

This exhibition from the Provincetown Art Association and Museum includes 80 works by 
Avery, Hawthorne, Hofmann, Kline, Knaths, Maril, Motherwell, Rothschild, Tworkov, and 
others.  The Collection of the Provincetown Art Association and Museum began in 1915 and 
continues today to represent the best of the area’s artists, and a record of the art 
movements of the last century. 

Heroes, Villains, and Mermaids: The Fantastical World of Ronald Markman 
March 5 – April 22, 2005 

Inspired by popular culture as a child in the Bronx, Ron Markman drew to the sounds of 
Jack Benny, Fred Allen, and Charlie McCarthy on the radio.  As a young boy he was 
influenced by the power of color and costume and design of Broadway musicals, comic books 
heroes such as Smokey Stover, Lil Abner and Krazy Kat, and in his teens he trained as a 
cartoonist.  Pursuing his BFA/MFA at Yale and studying under Josef Albers, Markman’s 
early painting influences included Klee, Chagall, Miro, Calder, and eventually Claes 
Oldenburg. 

While in Italy in 1962 on a Fulbright scholarship, Markman conceived of the world of 
Mukfa, a fantasy realm of unbridled absurdity that became the wellspring for his art over 
the next four decades.  Creating a country of his very own, complete with its own heroes, 
villains and mermaids, newspapers, nightclubs, airline, and university (Yes U!), offered 
Markman the freedom to be seriously silly.  “In Mukfa, I was free to explore the limits of 
the nonsensical, the absurd and the subversive.  Lewis Carroll found his creativity in 
Wonderland; in 1962, I found my way home to Mukfa.”  Represented by the Terry 
Dintenfass Gallery and in the collections of the Museum of Modern Art, the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, the Art Institute of Chicago and the Hirshhorn Collection, this exhibit of 
Markman’s work promises to thoughtfully engage the viewer. 

St. John’s College Community Art Exhibition 
May 1 – 15, 2005 

This annual exhibition affords members of the St. John’s College community an opportunity 
to explore the visual arts. The result, a diverse collection of ceramics, paintings, drawings, 
prints, sculpture, textiles, and photographs, elegantly represents the artistic talent of the 
community. 
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