Zen Paradise

What Makes Pebble Tiles a Green Building Material?
A large percentage of Zen Paradise products are made from naturally occurring pebbles harvested from beaches throughout the archipelago of Indonesia.   This archipelago is made up of thousands of islands with a vast variation of geologic treasures.  Because each of the islands have a unique geologic history and make up, pebbles of every color are naturally created.   There are a number of factors that qualify these materials as being GREEN.

Though it takes thousands of years for rocks to be eroded into perfectly shaped, smooth pebbles, the pebbles themselves are rapidly renewable.  In fact, many of the beaches that are picked clean of pebbles one week will be completely full of new pebbles the following day.
New harvests of pebbles literally come in with the tide.  Stronger waves or storm surges bring in larger amounts of pebbles.  The exact place of origin for many of these pebbles is not specifically known, but the best theories state that the pebbles are deposited and possibly created in large, deep trenches located off the coast of many of these beaches.
All the pebbles used for our pebble tiles are harvested by hand.  There is no heavy machinery in use for this process.  This creates a low impact on the near shore environments that the pebbles are located along with increasing long term sustainability.   All workers harvesting the pebbles are of legal age and have good working environments.

All tiles created by Zen Paradise are made by hand.   This leads to extremely low manufacturing impacts.   The pebbles are adhered to the plastic mesh with a polymer based adhesive.   Zen Paradise is working to find more eco friendly alternatives for the plastic mesh backing such as hemp derived mesh.  All tiles are boxed in cardboard that is easily recycled.
Pebble tiles are a rapidly renewable, naturally occurring resource.   They are highly durable and require very low maintenance.   They are created using low manufacturing and are minimally processed using very little energy.   They are transported from Indonesia via freight ship which is considered the most energy efficient form of product transportation. 

Other Zen Paradise products such as the mosaic and java stick line are marble made from quarry seconds that are collected after the large slabs are cut from the quarry walls.  This is using materials that would have been waste in the past.   Other products are made with materials that are in extremely large natural supply such as pumice and sandstone.  Zen Paradise is continually looking for ways to make our products a little more green.   We work hard to leave as light of a foot print on the Earth as possible.
