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COUNTY AGRICULTURAL THRESHOLDS ANALYSIS 

 

The County of Santa Barbara utilizes Agricultural Resource Guidelines to assess potential 
project-related impacts to agricultural resources.  These Guidelines employ weighted factors 
such as parcel size, soils, water availability, land use designation and a range of other issues to 
help determine if projects would adversely affect significant agricultural resources.  These 
Guidelines are included within the Santa Barbara County Environmental Thresholds and 
Guidelines Manual (Santa Barbara County, 2008). As outlined in Table 1 below, the proposed 
2.5-acre project site, 76.87-acre APN 155-070-008 and 20.69-acre CC (03CC036) were assessed 
under the County Agricultural Resource Thresholds and Guidelines.  The County’s weighted 
point system uses a figure of 60 points to identify what constitutes a significant viable 
agricultural operation.  Review of the project site indicates that it would receive a total of 54 
points, which is below the County significance threshold.   

The project site remained below the County significance thresholds primarily due to the very 
small acreage proposed for development, the site’s residential land use designation of 2 acres 
(Semi-Rural Residential [SRR-0.5]), the inability of the site to qualify for agricultural preserve 
status due to its urban designation, and its small contribution to the site’s overall combined 
farming operation. APN 155-070-008 was found to remain viable after loss of 2.5 acres as the 
site would retain more than 51 acres of active agriculture, a large parcel size, prime soils, 
relatively adequate water availability, and compatible surrounding uses.  Similarly, the remaining 
18+ acres of CC 03CC036 would remain viable after loss of the 2.5-acre project site for similar 
reasons, although its smaller parcel size would leave it less viable (e.g., 61 points), but still above 
the County’s thresholds of 60 points.     

 

 

 

 

 



Table 1.  Agricultural Viability Rating of the Proposed Project Site 

Criteria Possible 
Points 

Points Assigned 

Comment APN 155-
070-008 03CC037 Project Site

Parcel Size 15 10 7 2 

The project site’s 2.5 acres is 
mid-way on available point scale 
of 1-3 points.  Rating for existing 
APN or CC after loss of 2.5 
acres would remain unchanged 
due to available acreage closely 
matching point scale.    

Soil 
Classification 15 14 14 14 

The site’s Class II soils are 
highly suitable for orchards and 
have only moderate constraints 
for erosion and avocado root rot.  

Water 
Availability 15 13 13 13 

Adequate water supply is 
available to the project site 
through Montecito Water 
District, wells and stream 
diversions.  

Crop 
Suitability 10 10 10 10 The project site is highly suitable 

for irrigated orchard crops. 

Existing and 
Historic Land 

Use 
5 5 5 5 

Historic and existing lemon 
orchard cultivation on the project 
site and larger CC and APN. 

Comprehensive 
Plan 

Designation 
5 0 0 0 

The project site is designated as 
Semi-Rural residential (SRR-
0.5) 

Adjacent Land 
Use 10 9 9 9 

The project site is partially 
surrounded by agricultural 
operations with some urban uses 
adjacent, in a region with 
adequate support uses 

Agricultural 
Preserve 
Potential 

7 0 0 0 
The project site is too small to  
qualify for prime agricultural 
preserve with adjacent parcels 

Combined 
Farming 

Operations 
5 5 3 1 

The project site comprises a 
small component of a combined 
farming operation while the CC 
and APN constitute increasingly 
larger portions of the combined 
operation. 

TOTAL 87 66 61 54  

Sources: Santa Barbara County 1993; 2008. 
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4. AGRICULTURAL RESOURCE GUIDELINES (Approved by the Board of Supervisors 
August 1993) 

A. Introduction. 

The State: California's 36,000,000 acres of agricultural land produce important economic and 
environmental benefits to the people of the state, nation, and world. Covering one-third of the state, 
agricultural land suppo rts one of California's major industries and is responsible for the production of an 
important portion of the nation's food and fiber. The state is also a major exporter of produce to the rest 
of the world. A unique combination of geography, climate and soils enables California agriculture to 
produce many crops that are produced nowhere else in the United States. 

The state's agricultural land also plays a critical environmental role. Farmland is an important filter for 
rain and snowfall runoff, allowing groundwater basins to recharge themselves. Farms and ranches are 
wildlife habitats for many common game and endangered species. Agricultural land provides valuable 
open space, giving visual relief for urban dwellers, and protecting the rural way of life important to 
farmers, ranchers, and small-town residents. Because of these great public benefits, the unnecessary 
and/or premature conversion of agricultural lands to urban uses should be discouraged. 

Achieving the goal of agricultural land conservation requires wise and efficient land use, and a strong 
commitment to that goal by local officials. A California appeals court in Cleary vs. County of Stanislaus 
(1981) 118 Section App. 3d 348, has indicated that the conversion of agricultural land to 
nonagricultural uses may in itself be considered a significant environmental impact. To assure that the 
impacts of agricultural land conversion are considered in project decisions, environmental documents 
should contain information about the impacts of projects on agricultural land. Government officials can 
make better decisions affecting agricultural land when they have complete data about the land and its 
relationship to the agricultural economy. 

The County: Agriculture continues to be Santa Barbara County's major producing industry with a 
gross production value for 1991 of more than $500 million. This is an increase of nearly two hundred 
million dollars from the 1981 total. Santa Barbara County's agricultural industry includes vegetable, 
field, fruit and nut, and seed crops, nursery products, livestock, poultry, and aviary products. (Santa 
Barbara County 1991 Agricultural Report) 

The diversity of our agriculture continues to provide a strong economic base through its multiplier 
effect on our local economy. With thirty-seven different commodities exceeding a million dollars in 
value, our local agricultural diversity provides stability against the cyclic nature of weather, pests, and 
especially market fluctuations which currently are plaguing agriculture in other parts of the nation. (Op 
cit) 

Agricultural preservation in the County has been extremely successful to date in placing lands adjacent 
to urban areas, as well as more remote lands, under Williamson Act agreement which provides for 
taxation according to agricultural rather than market value of the land. 

Qualifications for lands to be designated as agricultural preserves are found in "Criteria for Agricultural 
Preserves", adopted by the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors. The land must either be in a 
Class I or II Soil Capability classification, as prescribed by the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, or 
qualify for an 80 to 100 rating in the Storie Index System to be designated prime land, in which case the 
minimum size of a preserve is 40 acres. Land also can qualify as prime if it fulfills one of the following: 
it supports livestock at a density of one animal per acre; is in orchard use that can return at least $200 
per acre; or is devoted to other agricultural production that generally would return $200 per acre. Farm 
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land not meeting these qualifications is classified as non-prime, and the minimum size for an agricultural 
preserve is 100 acres. However, in certain instances, super prime land of at least 5 acres in a separate 
ownership may be combined with adjacent prime land to meet the 40 acre minimum requirements. 

B. Determination of Significant Effect. 

CEQA Section 15064 states that: 

“(b) The determination of whether a project may have a significant effect on the environment 
calls for careful judgment on the part of the public agency involved, based to the extent 
possible on scientific and factual data. An ironclad definition of significant effect is not 
possible because the significance of an activity may vary with the setting. For example, an 
activity which may not be significant in an urban area may be significant in a rural area. 

(d) In evaluating the significance of the environmental effect of a project, the Lead Agency shall 
consider both primary or direct and secondary or indirect consequences. 

(1) Primary consequences are immediately related to the project such as the dust, noise, 
and traffic of heavy equipment that would result from construction of a sewage 
treatment plant and possible odors from operation of the plant. 

(2) Secondary consequences are related more to effects of the primary consequences than 
the project itself and may be several steps removed from the project in a chain of cause 
and effect. For example, the construction of a new sewage treatment plant may 
facilitate population growth in the service area due to the increase in sewage treatment 
capacity and may lead to an increase in air pollution.” 

CEQA Appendix G states that a project will normally have a significant impact on the environment if it 
will: 

1. Conflict with adopted environmental plans and goals of the community where it is located. 

2. Convert prime agricultural land to non-agricultural use or impair the agricultural 
productivity of prime agricultural land. 

C. Comprehensive Plan Policies and Goals. 

The following agricultural goals and policies are taken from the County's Comprehensive Plan Land Use 
Element, the Environmental Resources Management Element (ERME), the Local Coastal Plan, the 
Agricultural Element, and adopted Community Plans. 

Land Use Element 

Agriculture: In the rural areas, cultivated agriculture shall be preserved and, where conditions allow, 
expansion and intensification should be supported. Lands with both prime and non-prime soil shall be 
reserved for agricultural uses. 

Carpinteria - Summerland Area Goal: The agricultural economy and the semi-rural qualities of the area 
should be preserved. Every effort should be made to preserve fertile lands for agriculture. 

Santa Ynez Valley Area Goal: Agriculture should be preserved and protected as one of the primary 
economic bases of the Valley. 

Goleta Area Goal: Existing orchards and groves should be preserved, and expansion of agricultural land 
use, particularly orchards and grazing, should be encouraged. 

Lompoc Area Goal: Prime agricultural lands should be preserved for agricultural use only. Preservation 
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of lesser grades of presently producing or potential agricultural land should be actively encouraged. 

Environmental Resource Management Element (ERME) 

The Santa Barbara County Comprehensive Plan Environmental Resources Management Element 
(ERME) states that existing croplands on prime soils should be preserved. For agricultural lands on less 
than prime soil, is should be preserved insofar as possible. 

Under Category A, Urbanization should be prohibited in: 

• Existing croplands with a high agricultural suitability rating (within study areas) or a Class I or II 
soil capability classification. Modification to permit urban uses may be made, within Urban 
areas, on parcels of 10 acres or less. 

• Agricultural preserves subject to Williamson Act agreements. 

Under Category B, Urbanization should be prohibited except in a relatively few instances in: 

• Existing croplands with a moderate or low agricultural suitability rating (in urban areas) or a 
Class III or IV soil capability classification. 

• Lands highly suitable for expansion of cultivated agriculture. 

It is noted that agricultural preserves, although not subject to environmental constraints, are included in 
Category A. The reason is that in entering into Williamson Act agreements, the County has made a legal 
commitment that the land will remain in agricultural use for a minimum of ten years, subject to 
automatic annual renewal. 

Agricultural Element 

The Agricultural Element Goals and Policies can be found on pages 7 - 14 of the document. These goals 
and policies are briefly summarized below: 

Goal I speaks to the preservation, encouragement, and enhancement of agriculture. This is 
accomplished through policies which discourage incompatible uses, promote an agriculturalist's freedom 
for determining methods of operation, encouraging land improvement programs, supporting the 
Williamson Act, recognizing certain nuisances are part of agricultural operations, protecting the 
availability of resources for agriculture, and encouraging sustainable agricultural practices on 
agricultural land. 

Goal II calls for agricultural land to be protected from adverse urban influence. This is accomplished 
through policies which prevent flooding and silting from urbanization, protect agricultural property from 
being illegally violated, discourage expansion of urban spheres of influence, and discouraging 
conversion of highly productive agricultural lands. 

Goal III calls for the preservation of remaining agricultural lands in cases where it is necessary to 
convert agricultural lands to other uses. This accomplished through policies which discourage expansion 
of urban development into active agricultural lands, and to promote and retain productive agricultural 
land within urban boundaries. 

Goal IV recognizes that agriculture can enhance and protect natural resources, and therefore these 
operations should be encouraged to incorporate resource protection techniques. This is accomplished 
through policies which encourage range improvement and fire reduction programs, the use of 
agriculture on certain slopes to prevent erosion, and preventing grading and brush clearing on hillsides 
which would cause excessive erosion. 

Goal V calls for the County to allow for areas and installations of uses supportive to agriculture. It 
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accomplishes this through policies allowing the installation of commercial suppo rt uses on-farm, and 
allowing areas for supportive agriculture services within a reasonable distance to the farm user. 

Goal VI calls for making provisions to allow for effective access to agricultural areas. This includes a 
policy which encourages the County to design roads in agricultural areas with agricultural vehicles in 
mind. 

Coastal Land Use Plan 

Agricultural policies in the Coastal Land Use Plan (CLUP) are found on Pages 106 - 113 of that 
document, and are listed as Policies 8-1 through 8-10. Briefly, these policies speak to the following 
issues: 

• Defining the criteria for assigning agricultural land use designations in rural areas. 

• Defining the criteria for allowing conversion of agriculturally designated land not contiguous 
with an urban/rural boundary. 

• Defining the criteria for allowing conversion of agriculturally designated land contiguous with an 
urban/rural boundary. 

• Defining the finding which must be made for approving a land division of any land designated as 
Agriculture I or II. 

• Setting the criteria and findings for environmental review of greenhouse projects of 20,000 or 
more square feet. 

• Setting setback and maximum lot coverage requirements for greenhouses, hothouses, and 
accessory structures. 

• Setting landscaping and screening requirements for greenhouses and/or accessory buildings. 

• Setting the criteria for the protection of large, non-prime agricultural operations of 10,000 acres 
or more in the Gaviota Coast or North Coast planning areas or large, non-prime operations in 
the Channel Islands planning area, including the findings and conditions which must be 
made/required in order to approve any development/land division on such property. 

• Setting the criteria for subdivision of legal parcels of non-prime agricultural land in excess of 
2,000 acres which are designated as AG-II-320. 

Goleta Community Plan 

Policy LUA-GV-1: Land designated for agriculture within the urban boundary shall be preserved for 
agricultural use, unless the County makes findings that the land is no longer appropriate for agriculture 
or there is an overriding public need for conversion to other uses for which there is no other land 
available in the Goleta urban area. 

Policy LUA-GV-2: New development adjacent to agriculturally zoned property shall include buffers to 
protect agricultural operations. 

Policy LUS-GV-4: In consideration of conversion of any agricultural land within the urban boundary to 
urban uses, the County shall first consider smaller, more isolated parcels with greater urban/agricultural 
conflicts prior to larger blocks of agricultural land. 

Summerland Community Plan 

Policy LUA-S-1: Existing land designated for agriculture shall be preserved for agricultural use. 
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Policy LUA-S-2: New development adjacent to agricultural zoned property shall include buffers to 
protect the viability of agricultural operations adjacent to the community. 

Montecito Community Plan 

Policy LUG-M-2.1: Agricultural activities on residential parcel that are consistent with the provisions of 
the applicable residential zone district shall be supported and encouraged by the County. 

D. Methodology in Determining Agricultural Suitability and Productivity 

The County Initial Study form contains two questions pertaining to impacts on agricultural resources. 
The first is as follows: 

“10.d. Will the proposal result in the conversion of prime agricultural land to non-agricultural use, 
impairment of agricultural land productivity (whether prime or non-prime), or conflict with 
agricultural preserve programs?” 

The following weighting system is provided to perform a preliminary screening of a project's 
agricultural impacts during the initial study process. The initial study screening looks at the value of a 
site's agricultural suitability and productivity, to determine whether the project's impact on loss or 
impairment of agricultural resources would be a potentially significant impact. These are guidelines, to 
be used with flexibility in application to specific sites, taking into account specific circumstances and 
specific agricultural uses.  

The weighted point system is utilized to assign relative values to particular characteristics of a site's 
agricultural productivity (e.g., soil type, water supply, etc.). Where the points from the following 
formula total 60 or more, the following types of projects will be considered to have a potentially 
significant impact: 

• A division of land (including Parcel and Final Maps, etc.) which is currently considered viable 
but would result in parcels which would not be considered viable using the weighting system. 

• A Development Plan, Conditional Use Permit, or other discretionary act which would result in 
the conversion from agricultural use of a parcel qualifying as viable using the weighting system. 

• Discretionary projects which may result in substantial disrupt ion of surrounding agricultural 
operations. 

If a potentially significant impact is identified using these criteria, further more detailed, site-specific 
evaluation of agricultural impacts is completed in an EIR. This analysis should focus upon the factors 
and criteria, but not the points, in the weighting system of these guidelines, and any other relevant 
factors such as the history of agricultural use on the site, land use trends, etc. Final determination of the 
project's level of impact will be based on this analysis. 

As a general guideline, an agricultural parcel of land should be considered to be viable if it is of 
sufficient size and capability to support an agricultural enterprise independent of any other parcel. To 
qualify as agriculturally viable, the area of land in question need only be of sufficient size and/or 
productive capability to be economically attractive to an agricultural lessee. This productivity standard 
should take into consideration the cultural practices and leasehold production units in the area, as well 
as soil type and water availability. For dry land farming and grazing operations the production or 
carrying capacity should be based upon normal rainfall years only, not periods of drought or heavy 
rainfall. It should be noted that the Santa Barbara County Cattlemen's Association has stated that an 
appropriate threshold for impacts to grazing land in the County is the displacement or division of land 
capable of sustaining between 25 to 30 animal units per year. This "threshold" utilizes a carrying 
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capacity threshold similar to the weighting system below. Because of this, on grazing projects, detailed 
information of the number of animal units supportable on a particular parcel should also be considered 
in the project's environmental document. 

The Agricultural Threshold is weighted toward physical environmental resources rather than economics. 
This emphasis is in keeping with CEQAs emphasis on physical environmental impacts and not social or 
economic impacts (State CEQA Guidelines Section 15131). Given high land values in the County and 
the subdivision and turnover of agricultural lands in some areas of the County, agricultural production 
on some lands may be economically marginal. Because of these factors, economics is considered 
primarily a planning issue and will not be addressed in environmental documents. 

The following determination of agricultural land value is divided into nine components which are 
weighted according to their estimated resource value. These nine areas are: 

Parcel size Agricultural Suitability Adjacent Land Uses 
Soil Classification Existing & Historic Land Use Agricultural Preserve Potential 
Water Availability Comprehensive Plan Designation Combined Farming Operations 

1. Parcel Size. Large parcel size is, in general, an important indicator of potential agricultural 
suitability and productivity. However, because of the wide variability in the value of various 
agricultural products, suitable and productive parcel sizes also vary. Smaller parcels may be 
viable for high value crops, while significant acreage is necessary for viable grazing 
operations. 

Project Parcel Size Points Assigned 
less than 5 acres 0 - 3 
5 acres to less than 10 acres 4 - 6 
10 acres to less than 40 acres 7 - 8 
40 acres to less than 100 acres 9 - 10 
100 acres to less than 500 acres 11 - 12 
500 acres to less than 1000 acres 13 - 14 
1000 acres or greater 15 

2. Soil Classification. Points in this category are based primarily upon soil capability classes 
from the US Soil Conservation Services Soil Surveys. 

The Soil Conservation Service has defined eight soil capability classes. Classes I and II are 
considered to be prime agricultural soils because they impose few limitations on agricultural 
production, and almost all crops can be grown successfully on these soils. More limited 
agricultural soils are grouped into Classes III and IV either because fewer crops can be 
grown on these soils, special conservation and production measures are required, or both 
these conditions exist. Classes V, VI, and VII include soils that are suited primarily for 
rangeland. (Class V is not found in the County.) Finally, soils and landforms that are 
unsuited for agricultural use are placed in Class VIII. 

Where a variety of soil types are present on a site, weight should depend upon extent of 
useable prime/non-prime acreage. As appropriate, points may be assigned according to 
approximate percentages of site area containing various soil classifications. 

Application of points within the ranges should be based on area and site-specific 
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considerations. For grazing land, the SCS survey should be checked for opinion on soil 
suitability, and site vegetation should be inspected for forage value. Sites with soils which 
can support good forage should be assigned higher points within the range. Similarly, sites 
with soils classified as non-prime, but which can support specialized high cash crops (e.g., 
strawberries, avocados and specialty crops) should be assigned higher points within the 
ranges. 

In addition, initial studies should note whenever a site contains large, contiguous areas of 
prime soil, as this may constitute a separate significant impact. 

Soil Classification Points Assigned 
Class I (prime) 14 - 15 
Class II (prime) 11 - 13 

Class III 8 - 10 
Class IV 6 - 7 
Class V 1 - 5 
Class VI 1 - 5 
Class VII 1 - 5 
Class VIII 0 

3. Water Availability. Availability of water of suitable quantity and quality is a critical 
component of agricultural suitability and productivity. Assignments of points within the 
ranges should take into account suitability of water resources for the type of agriculture 
practiced (i.e. crops or grazing). 

Water Availability Points Assigned 
Land has an adequate water supply from on/offsite sources suitable for crops or grazing 12 - 15 
Land has water, but may be marginal in quantity or quality suitable for crops or grazing 8 - 11 
Land does not have developed water supply but an adequate supply is potentially 
available 3 - 7 

Land does not have developed water and potential sources are of poor quality/quantity 0 - 2 

4. Agricultural Suitability. Based upon the Conservation Element of the Comprehensive Plan 
(p. 195) County lands were assessed and mapped for agricultural suitability classifications 
based on a computer model which applied weighted factors, including soil classification, 
water availability, slope, and environmental constraints (flood hazard, local water resources, 
biological tolerance-intensity, and high groundwater). 

Because the Conservation Element does not fully account for the effects of weather on crop 
suitability, the assessment of suitability should account for the approximate frequency and 
intensity of frosts and other climactic factors in applying points within the ranges. Parcels 
which are relatively frost free and may accommodate multiple croppings may be considered 
more suitable than those which can support only a single crop or limited crop types due to 
climactic factors. 
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Agricultural Suitability Points Assigned 
CROPS  
Highly suitable for irrigated grain, truck and field, orchard, or vineyard crops 8 - 10 
Highly suitable for irrigated ornamentals, pasture, alfalfa, or dry farming 6 - 8 
Moderately suitable for irrigated crops, orchard, ornamentals or dry farming 4 - 5 
Low suitability for irrigated crops, orchard, ornamentals or dry farming 1 - 3 
Unsuitable for crop production because of soil capabilities, environmental constraints, 
etc. 0 

GRAZING  
Highly suitable for pasture or range 6 - 10 
Moderately suitable for pasture or range 3 - 5 
Low suitability for pasture or range 1 - 2 
Unsuitable for pasture or range 0 

5. Existing and Historic Land Use. Current or previous use of a property for agriculture can 
provide a practical measure of its suitability for agriculture, while urban development 
generally indicates a lack of suitability. 

Existing and Historic Land Use Points Assigned 
In active agricultural production 5 
In maintained range/pasture 5 
Unmaintained, but productive within last ten years 3 - 5 
Vacant land: fallow or never planted with range of suitabilities of agricultural potential 1 - 3 
Substantial urban or agricultural industrial development onsite 0 

6. Comprehensive Plan Designation. The County general plan land use maps designate 
property for long-range uses. Agricultural and open space designations generally provide an 
indicator of agricultural suitability. However, some older land use designations provide for 
smaller agricultural parcel sizes than are suitable or viable for sustaining agriculture today. 
Designations applied more recently by the County as part of community plan updates 
establish agricultural designations with more realistic parcel sizes. This should be taken into 
account in assessing suitability with this factor. 

Comprehensive Plan Designation Points Assigned 
A - II 5 
A-I 4 
MA 3 - 4 
Existing public/private open space or recreation 3 - 4 
Proposed public/private open space or recreation 3 - 4 
Open lands 3 - 4 
Rural residential 40 - 100 acres 3 - 4 
Residential Ranchette 5 - 20 acres 2 
Residential less than 5 acres 0 
Commercial, Industrial, Community Facility 0 
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7. Adjacent Land Uses (existing). Adjacent land uses can play an important role in the 
continuing suitability and productivity of a property for agricultural uses. In general, being 
surrounded by agricultural or open space is conducive to continued agricultural use, while 
encroachment of urban uses may be problematic. However, applying points within the ranges 
should be based on specific circumstances and uses, recognizing that some urban uses are 
more compatible with agricultural, (e.g., industrial, public facilities), while others conflict 
(e.g., residential). In addition, the existence or ability to create buffers between incompatible 
uses should be considered in assessing agricultural suitability with this factor. The adequacy 
of agricultural suppo rt in the vicinity may be another factor affecting agricultural suitability. 

Adjacent Land Uses Points 
Assigned 

Surrounded by agricultural operations or open space in a region with 
adequate support uses 9 - 10 

Surrounded by agricultural operations or open space in a region without 
adequate agricultural support uses 7 - 8 

Partially surrounded by agriculture/open space with some urban uses 
adjacent, in a region with adequate agricultural support uses 1, 2 7 - 8 

Partially surrounded by agriculture/open space with some urban uses 
adjacent, in a region without adequate agricultural support uses 1, 2 3 - 6 

Immediately surrounded by urban uses, no buffers 0 - 2 

Notes: 
1. Various types of urban uses create more potential conflicts than others (e.g., residential 

could create more spraying problems than light industrial). 
2. If project is well buffered, it may be agriculturally viable even with adjacent urban uses 

(e.g., stream, roadway). 

8. Agricultural Preserve Potential. Qualifying for agricultural preserve designation under 
State Williamson Act agreement for prime and non-prime preserves entails meeting criteria 
for soil type, parcel size [individually or jointly with adjacent parcel(s)], and/or 
productivity/value on return. Agricultural preserves have constituted one of the most 
successful means of sustaining and preserving land in agriculture in California. 

Agricultural Preserve Potential Points 
Assigned 

Can qualify for prime agricultural preserve by itself, or is in a preserve 5 - 7 
Can qualify for non-prime agricultural preserve by itself 2 - 4 
Can qualify for prime agricultural preserve with adjacent parcels 3 - 4 
Can qualify for non-prime agricultural preserve with adjacent parcels 1 - 3 
Cannot qualify 0 

9. Combined Farming Operations1

 

. This section is designed to award bonus points to parcels 
which provide a component of a combined farming operation. The reason these points are 
assigned as a bonus is to address cumulative impacts and to recognize the importance of 
combined farming operations in Santa Barbara County. 

                                                
1   Combined farming operation refers to more than one separate parcel managed as a single agricultural operation. 
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Bonus Points for Combined Farming Operations Points 
Assigned 

Provides a significant component of a combined farming operation 5 
Provides an important component of a combined farming operation 3 
Provides a small component of a combined farming operation 1 
No combined operation 0 
Cannot qualify 0 

E. Use of State Important Farmlands Map 

A second question on agricultural land resources is included in the Initial Study under Land Use: 

“e. Will the proposal result in any effect [potentially significant adverse effect] upon any 
unique or other farmland of State or Local Importance?” 

The State Important Farmlands Map is used in answering this question. The map is also 
considered in applying points under the "Agricultural Suitability" category. 

The map identifies lands in the following categories: 

Prime Farmland - (Land with the best combination of physical and chemical features for 
the production of agricultural crops) 

Farmland of Statewide Importance - (Land with a good combination of physical and 
chemical features for the production of agricultural crops) 

Unique Farmland - (Land of lesser quality soils used for the production of the State's 
leading agricultural cash crops) 

Farmland of Local Importance - (All dry land farming area and permanent pasture) 

Grazing Land - (Land on which the existing vegetation is suited to the grazing of livestock) 

Urban and Built-up Land - (Land occupied by structures or infrastructure to 
accommodate a building density of at least one unit to one and one-half acres, or 
approximately six structures to ten acres) 

Other Land - (Land which does not meet the criteria of any other category) 
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