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To define the scope of the EIR, the Montecito Fire Protection District (MFPD) provided the 
public an opportunity to comment on the environmental review of the Station 3 Site Acquisition 
and Construction project at a scoping meeting on March 17, 2014.  Twenty members of the 
public attended the scoping meeting, of which eight testified.  The Notice of Preparation (NOP) 
was distributed to Federal, State, County, and City agencies and local libraries on February 25, 
2014 with a comment period that ran for 30 days following distribution of the NOP. Notice of 
the EIR scoping meeting was published in local newspapers, sent to various local agencies, 
special interest groups, and owners of properties in the vicinity (within approximately 250 feet) 
of the project site.  The purpose of the meeting and notifications was to identify public and 
agency concerns regarding potential impacts of the proposed project.  MFPD received 12 letters 
of comment on the NOP (see Appendix C).   

Through this process, MFPD has determined that the EIR analysis should focus on the following 
resource areas: 

• Aesthetics and Visual Resources  • Geologic Processes 
• Agricultural Resources • Land Use 
• Air Quality  • Noise 
• Biological Resources • Transportation and Traffic  
• Cultural Resources • Water Resources, Supply and Service 
• Fire Protection  

This section of the EIR (Section 3.0) addresses the potentially significant environmental impacts 
of the proposed project for the resource areas listed above.  Each environmental resource area is 
discussed under the following subsections: Existing Conditions, Regulatory Framework, Project 
Impacts and Mitigation Measures, Cumulative Impacts, and Residual Impacts. 

For each impact identified in this EIR, a statement of the level of significance of the impact is 
provided.  Impacts are assigned to one of the following categories: 

• No impact would result when no adverse change in the environment is expected; no 
mitigation would be required. 

• A beneficial impact would result when the proposed project would have a positive effect 
on the natural or human environment and no mitigation would be required (Class IV). 

• A less than significant impact would not cause a substantial change in the environment, 
although an adverse change in the environment may occur; only compliance with 
standard regulatory conditions would be required (Class III). 
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• A significant (but mitigable) impact would have a substantial adverse impact on the 
environment but could be reduced to a less-than-significant level through successful 
implementation of identified mitigation measures (Class II). 

• A significant unavoidable impact would cause a substantial adverse effect on the 
environment, and no feasible mitigation measures would be available to reduce the 
impact to a less-than-significant level (Class I). 
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