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The Pierre Claeyssens Veterans Museum and Library Foundation 
is committed to carrying out the mission of building a world-class 

destination museum to carry on Pierre’s dream that American military 
history will never become lost in the fog of time.

2013 marks he 60th Anniversary of the signing 
of the Korean Armistice Agreement, which ended the Korean War.  

There were more than 36,000 American casualties in the Korean War 
and over 105,000 wounded.  

Today’s concert is sponsored in part by:



Opening Procession 
Gold Coast Pipe Band led by Bill Boetticher

Welcome and Call for the Colors
LT. John W. Blankenship, USN 

Color Guard members of the AIRPAC Squadron, USNSCC 

Pledge of Allegiance
Master Ryan Marsh

“Star Spangled Banner”
The Westmont College Orchestra 

and
The SB Choral Society, Dr. Michael Shasberger, conductor

Invocation
lst LT. Larry Crandell, USAF (ret)

Call to Retire the Colors
LT. John W. Blankenship, USN 

     
“America the Beautiful” arr. by Carmen Dragon

The Westmont College Orchestra 
and

The SB Choral Society, Dr. Michael Shasberger, conductor
 

Colonel Edward J. Dewey, USA (ret)
Introduction by LT Blankenship

 
“Two Brothers” 

Written by James Stevenson
Comments by Dr. Michael Shasberger 

Reading of  letters written by brothers on both sides 
of the American Civil War.  

Letters read by LT. Stephen E. Penner, USN and Peter Bie, USArmy

with Paul Salamunovich, the late Robert Shaw, and Roger Wagner.  Ms. 
Wasserman has been Chorus Master for Opera Santa Barbara, has served 
on the faculty of California State University, Northridge and currently 
conducts the Women’s Chorale at Westmont College. This season Ms. 
Wasserman will conduct the chorus in special tribute to American 
composer, Morten Lauridsen, performing his Mid-Winter Songs at the 
Lobero.

LT Stephen E. Penner, USN. 
LT Penner is a 1971 graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy. He served as 
a combat veteran during the Vietnam War in 1972-73.  He served as 
Gunnery Officer on the USS Turner Joy, which was one of the two sister 
ships that started the Vietnam War in what is called the “Tonkin Gulf 
Incident” of August 1964; and after 13 years of war, on January 28, 1978 
the High Command gave the order for the USS Turner Joy to fire the last 
hostile round of that war. “Since I was Gunnery Officer, my claim to fame 
is that I was responsible for firing the last shot of the Vietnam War.”

SP5, Peter Bie, USArmy
Peter Bie is a longtime voice on Santa Barbara radio, having been on 
the air for over 20 years with such stations as KDB, K-LITE, KTYD and 
KTMS.  He served in the Army from 1967-1970.  His first year-long tour 
in Vietnam was as a combat correspondent for the military.  He then 
volunteered for an additional six months in-country and was assigned to 
the 1st Air Cavalry Div. as a helicopter door gunner.  The remainder of his 
enlistment was as a disc jockey for the Armed Forces Radio & Television 
Network in Alaska.  He and his wife, Melinda, reside in Carpinteria.

1st Lt. Larry Crandell, USAF
First Lieutenant Larry Crandell flew 35 missions in World War II as a 
bombardier in the 15th Air Force. He was based in southern Italy. On 
December 11, 1944 his B-24 bomber went down in the Adriatic Sea 
after having two engines shot out. He received the Purple Heart for the 
injuries he suffered when the plane ditched. He received the following 
decorations and citations: European-African-Middle East Theater 
Campaign Ribbon; Air Medal with Three Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters; 
Distinguished Flying Cross.



Songs from the 1950’s
The Westmont College “Andrews Sisters”

Paige Tautz, Lauren White, Christine Nathanson
Don’t Sit Under the Apple Tree • Sincerely • Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy

Piano Accompanist John Chu

“A Veteran’s Heart”
Brigadier General Frederick R. Lopez, USMCR (retired)

Presentation of Proclamation of  Honor from the United States Congress
Raymond Morua representing the Honorable Rep. Lois Capps

to Major General Philip J. Conley, USAF 

Presentation of Proclomation of Honor by the State of California
The Honorable Sen. Hannah Beth Jackson 

to LT. Col. Jack Harris, USMC (retired) 

Recognition of Korean War Veterans 
and their families and survivors

 
“Homeland” by Holst/Stroop

Performance by SB Choral Society, JoAnne Wasserman, Director
 

“I Believe” (arr. Peter Gee)
The Westmont Orchestra, SB Choral Society

Soloists soprano Celeste Tavera and baritone Emil Cristescu.  
Words and Music by Ervin Drake, Irvin Graham, Jimmy Shir and Al Stillman.

TRO-Copyright 1952 (Renewed) 1953 (Renewed) Hampshire House Publishing Corp., 
New York, NY.  Memory Lane Music, New York, NY, and Lindabet Music Corp., 

c/o The Songwriter’s Guild, Nashville, TN. 
Used by Permission.

Closing and Thanks by Colonel Dewey

Recessional
Bagpipers and drummer and color guard.

LT. Colonel Jack Harris, USMC (Ret)
Lt. Colonel Jack Harris is a retired Marine, whose 22 years of service 
included WWII, Korea and Vietnam.  His combat decorations include 
Distinguished Flying Crosses awarded for action in both Korea and 
Vietnam.   He is a member of several local Veterans organizations, and 
a board member of the Pierre Claeyssens Veterans Museum & Library 
Foundation.In addition to his continued active participation in Veterans 
affairs, his retirement has included service in local government following 
his appointment as a Continuing Education Specialist at UCSB.  His 
interest in Special Districts as a form of local government led to the 
California Special Districts Association, of which he was a founding  
board member  He also served on the board of a local Special District, 
and was CEO of The Special District Board Management Institute.  He 
was appointed by California Governor Reagan to represent California 
Special Districts as a member of the California Local Government 
Coordination Council.   He also served two terms as a Santa Barbara 
Harbor Commissioner.  He and his wife Betty have five children, eight 
grandchildren and four great grandchildren.

Michael Shasberger D.M.A. 
Conductor and Music Director
Dr. Michael Shasberger is an educator, composer and singer. He holds 
the Adams Chair of Music and Worship at Westmont College, developing 
artistic collaborations with the Santa Barbara arts community. He is 
active as a conductor, currently serving as the Artistic Director Designate 
and Associate Conductor of the West Coast Symphony and Chamber 
Orchestra.  He conducts the Westmont College Choir and Orchestra, 
teaches voice, and assists the campus pastor in coordinating the campus 
Chapel program. He has considerable experience as a performer in 
opera, oratorio and musical theater as well as conductor and music 
director of numerous orchestras. His doctorate is from the University of 
Southern California. 

Jo Anne Wasserman, Artistic Director-Conductor 
of the Santa Barbara Choral Society
Ms. Wasserman is in her 21st season as conductor and artistic director 
of the Santa Barbara Choral Society.  She has worked with an impressive 
list of outstanding choral and orchestral conductors including John 
Alexander and Lawrence Christensen and participated in master classes 



“Two Brothers” 
accompanying music by Jim Stephenson

“A Prayer for Peace” by Severn Teacle Wallis (1816-1894)
Peace! Peace!  God of our Fathers, grant us Peace!

Unto our cry of anguish and despair  Give ear and pity!  From 
the lonely homes, where widowed beggary and orphaned woe fill 
their poor urns with tears; from trampled plains, where the bright 
harvest Thou has sent us rots–the blood of them who should have 
garnered it calling to Thee - from fields of carnage, where the foul-

beaked vultures, sated, flap their wings o’er crowded corpses, but that 
yesterday bore hearts of brother, beating high with love and common 
hopes and pride, all blasted now– Father of Mercies!  Not alone from 

these our prayer and wail are lifted.

Brothers: LT. Edmond D. Halsey, 15th Regiment, New Jersey: 
and Captain Joseph Halsey, 6th Virginia Cavalry.

From the diary of LT. Halsey: “...if a man claimed he heard a rebel yell 
and said he wasn’t scared, then he didn’t hear it.”

From the diary of LT. Halsey: June 2nd, 1864:....We lay in our pit, 
anxiously looking at the wood in our left from which the enemy could 
at anytime make our position.  Our regiment lost another position.  Our 
regiment lost another here.  He had been digging a grave for one of our 
men and asked Colonel Campbell if the grave was deep enough.  At the 
same time, a musket ball struck him in the face and he fell dying at our 
feet.  He was laid in the grave he had dug.  We widened it for two. In 
the evening, I wrote a long letter to my brother Joseph which I hoped to 
leave for him.  I never sent this letter.

Brothers: William Rufus Terrill, 
Brig Gen, 33rd Brigade, Army of the Ohio; 

and James Barbour Terrill, Brig Gen, 13th Virginia Infantry.  
Both brothers killed in battle.

Colonel Edward J. Dewey, USA (Ret)
Graduated from West Point in 1967 and commissioned into the Field 
Artillery. Commanded units on four separate occasions and served on 
various high level staffs to include the Department of the Army. Final 
position was the Chief of Plans for the US Army in Europe responsible 
for the planning and deployment of the US Army’s VII Corps from 
Germany to participate in Desert Shield/Storm. Awarded Legion of 
Merit, Bronze Star with ‘V’ for valor and 3 oak leaves, among other 
awards.
 
Brigadier General Frederick R. Lopez, USMCR (Ret)
31 years on active duty and in the United States Marine Corps Reserve. 
Tour of duty includes 13 months in Vietnam 1968-1969. Billets include 
Rifle Platoon Commander (Vietnam) and Sniper Platoon Commander 
(Vietnam), Company Commander, S-3 Operations Officer, Infantry 
Battalion Commander, Assistant Division Commander, Commanding 
General 4th Marine Division, and Deputy Commanding General 1st 
Marine Expeditionary Force.  Medals and decorations include: Navy & 
Marine Corps Parachutist Wings, Distinguished Service Medal, Bronze 
Star Medal with Combat “V”, Navy Commendation Medal, Combat 
Action Ribbon, and 12 other medals, decorations and badges. BGen 
Lopez holds a BS, Mathematics, from Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, and 
an MS, Computer Science, West Coast University. He retired from 
Raytheon Company in 2007 as a Director of Engineering, Electronic 
Warfare Systems. Gen Lopez’s family includes wife of 45 years Mrs. 
Anne Lopez, two daughters Dr. Jennifer Marsh and Ms. Jamie Lopez, 
and grandson Ryan Austin Marsh 7 years old.

Major General Philip Conley, USAF
General Conley graduated from the Naval Academy on 2 June 1950 and 
was commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant in the United States Air Force. After 
flight training in the T-6 and the F-51 Mustang he was assigned to the 
6147th Tactical Air Control Group at K-6 Airbase, Pyong-tack, Korea. 
The mission of the 6147th was to control all close air support between 
the front line and the bomb line-a distance of about 8 miles. After 20 
combat missions he was assigned temporary duty as a ground forward 
air controller with the British Army”s First Commonwealth Division. 
On returning to 6147th he completed his 100 mission tour as a Flight  
Commander and Instructor Pilot with 248 hours combat flight time and 
was  awarded three Air Medals and the Distinguished Flying Cross.



“The Blue and the Gray: - by Francis Miles Finch: (1827-1907)
By the flow of the inland river, whence the fleets of iron have fled, 

Where the blades of the grave-grass quiver, 
asleep are the ranks of the dead;

Under the sod and the dew, waiting the judgment-day; 
Under the one, the Blue,

Under the other, the Gray.

No more shall the war cry sever, or the winding rivers be red;
They banish our anger forever when they laurel the graves of our dead!

Under the sod and the dew, waiting for judgment-day,
Love and tears for the Blue
Tears and love for the Gray.

From the diary of LT. Halsey: July 2, 1863: “Daylight found us marching 
as rapidly as possible towards Gettysburg.  The band struck up–and the 
marching of the men was perfect.  Their SPIRIT was excellent!”

Brothers: William Culp, Company F.87th Pennsylvania; 
John Wesley Culp, Private 2nd Virginia Infantry, 

killed at Gettysburg, at Culp’s Hill, the property of his very own uncle.

“The Burial of Latané” by John Reuben Thompson: (1823-1873)
The combat ranged not long, but our’s the day;

And through the hosts that compassed us around
Our little band rode proudly on its way,

Leaving one gallant comrade, glory-crowned,
Unburied on the field he died to gain,

Single of all his men amid the hostile slain.

One moment on the battle’s edge he stood,
Hope’s halo like a helmet round his hair,

The next beheld him, dabbled in his blood,
Prostrate in death, and yet in death how fair!

Even thus he passed through the red gate of strife,
From earthly crowns and palms to an immortal life.

“A Certain Civilian” - Walt Whitman:
Did you ask dulcet rhymes from me?

Did you seek the civilian’s peaceful and languishing rhymes?
Did you find what I sang erewhile so hard to follow?

Why I was not singing erewhile for you to follow, to understand -
 - nor am I now;

(I have been born of the same as the war was born,
The drum-corps’ rattle is ever to me sweet music, 

I love well the martial dirge,
With show wail and convulsive throb leading the officer’s funeral;)

What to such as you anyhow such a poet as I?  
Therefore leave my works, 

And go lull yourself with what you can understand, 
and with piano-tunes

For I lull nobody, and you will never understand me.

Speakers and Presenters

LT. John W. Blankenship, USN
Former US.Navy pilot Squadron VP-19 and Founder of the Pierre 
Claeyssons Veterans Museum Foundation, LT Blankenship flew P-3s 
between 1965 and 1970 during the Vietnam War The P-3 plane was the 
largest the Navy had at the time. Concerned that the deeds of the “Greatest 
Generation” of WWII not be forgotten, John, early in life, became 
a collector of memorabilia especially from World War II.  He has his 
own WWII museum with a library that numbers at least 1800 volumes. 
Along with scale models, he also has collected flags, helmets, uniforms, 
medals, and photographs. Those who participated on both sides are 
represented from generals to Auschwitz prisoners, from the Tuskegee 
airmen to the French underground. “The amount of information and 
artifacts is gigantic and growing every day”.  LT Blankenship and his 
wife Hazel reinstated the Veterans Day Parade which had died out in 
the 1970’s, as well as a Military Ball that is sold out this year, supports 
the annual concert, and a Veterans part of the Santa Barbara Marathon.  
He established and sits on the Board of the nonprofit Pierre Claeyssens 
Veterans Museum and Library Foundation.



July 1, 1862, Battle at Malvern Hill, as told by Captain D.P. Conyngham:
“Sergeant Driscoll, of the Union Irish Brigade, when at the advance of 
a daring, reckless boy, raised his rifle, fired and over went the enemy 
officer.  Driscoll turned him over on his back.  The boy opened his eyes 
for a moment and faintly murmured: “Father.”  And closed his eyes 
forever.  Later, Driscoll himself led a charge and soon fell dead riddled 
with bullets.”

Poem by Walt Whitman: (1819-1892)
A sight in camp in the day-break grey and dim,

As from my tent I emerge so early; sleepless,
As slow I walk in the cool fesh air, the path nearby the hospital tent,
Three forms I see on stretchers lying, brought out there, untended 

lying,
Over each the blanket spread, ample brownish woolen blanket,

Grey and heavy blanket, folding, covering all.

Curious, I halt and silent stand;
Then with light fingers I from the face of the nearest, the first, 

just life the blanket:
Who are you, elderly man so gaunt and grim, 

with well-grey’d hair, and flesh all 
sunken about the eyes?

Who are you, my dear comrade?

Then to the second, I step - - And who are you, my child and darling?
Who are you, sweet boy, with cheeks yet blooming?

Then to the third - - a face nor child nor old, very calm, 
as of beautiful yellow-white ivory;
Young man, I think I know you - - 

I think this face of yours is the face of Christ himself;
Dead and divine, and brother of all, and here again he lies.

A brother bore his body from the field,
And gave it unto stranger’s hands that closed
the calm, blue eyes on earth forever sealed,
And tenderly the slender limbs comprised;
Strangers, yet sisters, who with Mary’s love,

Sat by the open tomb and weeping looked above.

Brothers: John Baillie McIntosh, Colonel, 3rd Pennsylvania Cavalry;
James McQueen McIntosh, Brigadier General, 
Arkansas Confederate Army, killed in battle.

Poem by Emily Dickinson: (1830-1886)
It feels a shame to be Alive –

When Men so brave – are dead –
One envies the Distinguished Dust –

Permitted – such a Head –

The Stone – that tells defending Whom
This Spartan put away

What little of Him we – possessed 
In Pawn for Liberty –

The price is grea – Sublimely paid –
Do we deserve – A Thing –

That lives – like Dollars – must be piled
Before we may obtain?

Are we that wait – sufficient worth –
That such Enormous Pearl

As life – dissolved be – for Us – 
In Battle’s – horrid Bowl?

It may be – a Renown to live –
I think the Man who die –

Those unsustained – Saviors – 
Present Divinity –


