
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Flood Insurance 
 

What does it cover? 
 

x Overflow/Rising of inland or tidal waters 
x Unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters 
x Mudflow 

 
I am not in a flood zone, but I want to purchase flood insurance to prepare for the heavy rain 
this year. What should I know? 
 

x If you voluntarily purchase a flood policy through the National Flood Insurance Program, you will have a 30 day 
waiting period. If you buy the policy on December 1st, your coverage will be effective December 31st.  

x You can purchase an excess flood policy to insure your property to full replacement cost if you need more than 
$250,000 dwelling coverage for a home, or more than $500,000 for a commercial building. 
 
Is the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) the only option for flood insurance? 
 

x We have a private flood market to insure the property at full replacement cost with increased limits for contents, 
loss of use, and building code upgrades.  

x Some Preferred Home Insurance carriers, offer private flood coverage through their home insurance product. 
 
What flood zone am I in?  
 

x Your property address and flood zone will determine if you qualify for preferred, standard, or provisional rates.  
Flood mapping and flood zones can change. Some property owners benefit from getting an elevation certificate 
from a surveyor to determine if they qualify for a more preferred flood zone. 
 
You can find valuable information regarding flood zones and how to prepare/protect yourself at the following 
websites: 
 
http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/services/home/floodzones.asp 

 
https://msc.fema.gov/portal 
 
https://www.floodsmart.gov/floodsmart/ 
 
If you need assistance to review or purchase your flood insurance and protect yourself, feel free to contact me: 
 

Brashears Insurance: Martial Keyzer, M.A., CLCS  - Office (805) 564-7645 
ext. 302 or Cell (805) 450-4188  martial@brashearsinsurance.com 
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                                                         martial@brashearsinsurance 

 3891 State St. Suite 106, Santa Barbara, CA 93101 
ca license 0c73856   brashearsinsurance.com 
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