
UCSB — A Study in Community Enrichment 

UC Santa Barbara, a research university within the University of 
California system, is much more than a campus that sits near the city 
of Goleta. The public university, ranked 9th in the nation by U.S. News 
and World Report, is a prominent part of the community, and gives 
back to the area in several ways — from economic benefits and 
educational outreach to entertainment and recreation. 

The 1,055-acre seaside campus is Santa Barbara County’s largest 
employer, with 9,000 full-time and part-time workers, including 
1,166 faculty members, five of whom are Nobel laureates. In addition, 
UCSB graduates and faculty founded more than 90 local companies, 
including Soraa, a clean-tech company started by LED pioneer Shuji 
Nakamura and other professors. 

In line with its educational mission for 22,000 graduate and 
undergraduate students, UCSB offers community members access to 
its campus libraries, which hold more than 3 million volumes. Those 
looking to extend their own education can enroll in UCSB Extension, 
which offers courses and certifications in several areas of study. 

Beyond college-level education, UCSB’s reach extends to local 
schools. Through the Physics Circus, UCSB students and faculty 
introduce physics concepts to K-12 students. At Dos Pueblos High 
School, UCSB alumnus Amir Abo-Shaeer founded the Engineering 
Academy, which introduces high school students to science and math 
through a robotics program. 

Performers and lecturers, who are brought to the Central Coast 
through Arts & Lectures’ nationally recognized programs, include 
visits to local classrooms as part of an outreach initiative. On top of 
that, Arts & Lectures offers the regional community diverse and 
cultural programming, such as singer-songwriter Laurie Anderson, 
author David Sedaris, and the Joffrey Ballet. 

Before anyone thinks UCSB only attends to the intellect, look at 
campus athletics and recreation departments. Intercollegiate sporting 
events throughout the year include soccer, basketball, and volleyball, 
and many are open to community spectators. In addition, the 
Recreation Department offers year-round and summer-only 



programs – from adventure to exercise and well-being to wine 
tasting. 

The UCSB Alumni Association’s All Gaucho Reunion, from April 29-
May 1, showcases a sample of all that the university offers to the 
extended Gaucho community, which includes all Goletans and the 
20,000 alumni living in the region. 

What’s left to say, but — Go Gauchos! 


