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October 20, 2014


Don Carrington
Carolina Journal
dcarrington@carolinajournal.com

Re: FOIA NC-15-002


Dear Mr. Carrington:

This letter responds to your request for the records related to the grant application and grant award for JDC Manufacturing LLC received in my office October 14, 2014.
  
In order to respond appropriately to your request, we solicited the view of the business submitter involved, so JDC Manufacturing, LLC might review and evaluate the applicability of Exemption 4 of the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. 552(b)(4), to their documentation.   This exemption applies to information such as trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person on a privileged or confidential basis.  It is intended to protect both the interests of the business that submits proprietary information to the Government and the interests of the Government in receiving continued access to such information.

Your request is granted in part and denied in part.  Upon review of the records responsive to your request, we determined that 49 pages of records for JDC Manufacturing, LLC should be withheld pursuant to FOIA 5 U.S.C. 552(b)(4).  Included are the federal tax returns which are being withheld in full pursuant to Exemption 3, 26 U.S.C.6103, third  party request for tax information.  The remaining pages are granted in full/with redactions.  

In addition, some of the material contains Personal Identifying Information (PII) which has been determined should be withheld in full pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552 (b) (6).  Exemption 6 permits the Government to withhold all information about individuals in “personnel and medical files and similar files,” where the disclosure of such information “would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.”  

The FOIA provides you the right to appeal this determination.  Any appeal must be made in writing to the Administrator, Rural Business and Cooperative Service, 1400 Independence Avenue, S. W., Stop 0742, Washington, D.C. 20250-0742.  The appeal must be received within 45 days from the date of this letter.  The phrase “FOIA APPEAL” should be placed in capital letters on the front of the envelope.  To facilitate the processing of your appeal, please include a copy of this letter and/or reference the FOIA control number NC-15-002.


Sincerely,


/s/ Delane M. Johnson

Delane M. Johnson, NC FOIA Contact
[bookmark: _GoBack]USDA Rural Development 

Enclosures: 
NC-15-002 JDC Final


USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form (PDF), found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov. 
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