
Adult Education Budget (AEB)
Funding and reference data



Introduction

We will be covering the following subjects:

1. Key sources of information 

2. The current system for assigning funding qualifications 
including the Funding Formula

3. Single Activity Matrix (SAM)

4. Exceptions to SAM (policy derived rates)

5. Other reference data including validity and categories



Guidance

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/a
ttachment_data/file/640223/Adult_education_budget_fundi
ng_and_performance_management_rules_version_2.pdf

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/adult-
education-budget-funding-rates-and-formula-2017-
to-2018

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/640223/Adult_education_budget_funding_and_performance_management_rules_version_2.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/adult-education-budget-funding-rates-and-formula-2017-to-2018


The Hub

The database holds key reference data including 
qualifications and apprenticeships.



Principles

Our funding system is based on the following four principles: 

1. Fairness

2. Transparency – it is simple and easy to understand

3. Recognising the diverse needs of adults

4. Protecting public funds



Funding formula

Funding = rate x disadvantage uplift x area cost uplift 

We refer to rates as ‘unweighted’ before we apply programme 
weightings

Disadvantage and area uplift application



Single Activity 
Matrix (1)

The amount you earn recognises the relative costs of delivering provision 
in different sectors and subjects, and we set the rates using the following 
criteria:

1. Regulated guided learning hours (GLH) where the qualification is 
part of the Regulated Qualifications Framework (RQF)

2. Planned activity in hours – for non-qualification-bearing learning

3. Certain qualification types with policy derived rates



Single Activity 
Matrix(2)



Policy Exceptions



Any questions?



Validity

Availability of a qualification:



Other reference data

Other information available:

Example of “Key details” tab–
“Other information” tab includes 
dates

Example of a “Category” tab



Earnings 
methodology

Example of the earnings method for a learner starting a course in 
September and achieving in June with a total cost of £1,000. 

20% is retained for achievement = £200

Earned over the nine-month period: nine monthly on-programme payments 
(OPP) of £80, plus a double monthly OPP (that is, n+1) of £160 in the first 
month and an achievement payment of £200 upon completion. 



Support funding

Learning Support

For eligible learners including traineeships at a fixed monthly rate of 
£150 if it has been identified on the ILR against a learner’s learning aim

If the cost of providing support to a learner exceeds the total earned 
from the fixed monthly rate, you can claim this excess through the 
Earnings Adjustment Statement (EAS)

Learner Support 

Available to provide financial support for learners with a specific 
financial hardship preventing them from taking part / continuing 
in learning



Any final questions?



Thank you for subscribing to the 
webinar
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