
2017 SkillsUSA WELDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
On Sunday, June 18th, 2017, twenty-five (25) members of the National SkillsUSA Technical 
Welding Committee entered Louisville’s Exposition Center to begin preparations to conduct the 
2017 National SkillsUSA Welding Contest. In sixteen hours, the members of the committee had 
set up a 48 station welding contest area. The contest area consisted of sixteen, (16) 
FCAW/GMAW booths, sixteen (16) SMAW/GTAW booths, eight (8) cutting stations and eight 
(8) Visual Inspection stations. A fume extraction system was installed to properly ventilate the 
welding booths. The booths were constructed using unistrut with orange protective curtains, 
and contained a welding table with an adjustable clamp, and a ventilation extractor head. The 
welding equipment, all brand new were placed just outside the welding booths. The cutting 
stations contained eight (8) cutting tables and used Oxy-Acetylene cutting torches. The visual 
inspection area consisted of eight (8) work stations equipped with American Welding Society’s 
weld replicas and inspection tool kits. 
 
On Tuesday, June 20th, the Welding Committee met the Eighty-four (84) contestants for 
orientation. This included general instructions and a Q/A session. After the Q/A, the Advisors 
were adjourned, the contestants were given a fifty (50) question multiple choice written test to 
demonstrate their knowledge of safety and the welding and cutting processes they would be 
using, and to verify the contestant’s number. Their score on this test is included in the final score.  
 
SkillsUSA publishes a document entitled “SkillsUSA Championships, Technical Standards” 
defining minimum skill competencies in all the contest areas. The National Welding Technical 
Committee writes the competencies for welding. The Technical Standards for welding defines 
the requirements for the welding contest. It requires that drawings, welding terms and 
definitions, welding and nondestructive symbols are in conformance with the latest editions of 
the American Welding Society’s Standards. On Wednesday, June 21st, the College/Post-
Secondary contestants came to compete in their contest. Twenty-five (25) Committee members, 
twenty four (24) judges, and sixteen (16) Local 70 Louisville Ironworker apprentices conducted 
the contest. 
 
Although the same welding processes were used in both College/Post-Secondary and High 
School contests the scoring criteria is slightly different. The contestants were divided up into 
three groups and provided with committee escorts to move them throughout the contest sections. 
In all the contest areas the contestants were given the required materials, drawings and Welding 
Procedure Specifications to complete their projects. All contest materials were provided by the 
Welding Committee. Each portion of the contest has a time limit of one hour. After one hour the 
contestants start a different contest section. In the Visual Inspection area the contestants were 
provided an American Welding Society tool kit and used them to measure plastic weld replicas 
used in the AWS Certified Welding Inspection, Visual Inspection class. They are given a twenty-
five (25) question multiple choice test to answer the questions using the replicas and tool kits. 
 
All competitors are judged by three in process Judges, while they are preparing, welding or 
cutting their projects. These same Judges also pay close attention to safety violations. Final 
judging is done by Certified Welding Inspectors. After final Judging, the projects 



are placed on display for public view. Contestants enter the contest area at 8:30AM and leave at 
4:00PM. On Thursday, June 22nd, the entire routine repeats itself with the High School Students.  
This year the contestants were greeted as they exited the contest area by Mr. Matt Miller, the 
COO of the American Welding Society. The scoring is done by computers. The Welding Contest 
was the first to score the contest with computers, having started 25 years ago. On Friday, June 
23rd, a debriefing of the contest was held for students and advisors. Friday evening the Awards 
Ceremony was held and the winners announced, and medals presented to the top three (3) 
contestants for each division. 
 
Winners were as follows: 
 
High School 
First Place – Gold Medal 
Joseph Jarmuszkiewicz - OH 
Second Place – Silver Medal 
Logan Jacob - IN 
Third Place – Bronze Medal 
Jordan Wynn - UT 
 
College/Post-Secondary 
First Place – Gold Medal 
Ryan Fincher - GA 
Second Place – Silver Medal 
Slavik Borisov - PA 
Third Place – Bronze Medal 
Stephen Wiest - NM 


