
Eric Flaton, CHS assistant principal/athletic director. He comes to 
us from Pittsburg High School where he taught Language Arts and was the head girls 
basketball coach.  At his other stops, he taught Project Based Learning and Social 
Studies.  While on the court, he earned 3 Southeast Kansas Coach of the Year 
Awards.  He received his leadership endorsement from Newman University, Masters 
from Pittsburg State, and Bachelors from the University of Kansas.  His wife, Ashley, 
will be joining the Chanute elementary team to teach first grade.  They have three 
kids, Addison, 9, Sophia 6, and Miles, 3. 

 
 

Eric Hoops, assistant principal at Chanute Elementary School.  He 
has spent the last eleven years working for USD 418 McPherson, KS.  He has spent 
six years as a special education teacher and the last five years as a regular 
classroom teacher.  He received his bachelor’s degree from Bethany College in 
elementary education with an endorsement in special education.  He pursued his 
master’s degree from McPherson College in curriculum and instruction and a 
master’s degree from Fort Hays State University in Education Administration.  His 
wife, Wendy, enjoys reading and scrapbooking.  They have two kids, Kyzer and 
Korbyn.  Kyzer is three years old and enjoys playing outside.  Korbyn is four months 
old and enjoys watching her brother. 



Noel Shinkle, new assistant principal at Chanute Elementary.  She 
graduated from Pittsburg State University in 2008 with a Bachelor's degree in Elementary 
Education and Minor in Special Education.  She was employed by USD 413 in 2008 as a first 
grade teacher and has taught first grade for 9 years at Chanute Elementary School.  During 
her teaching experience she learned to really enjoy the teamwork and collaboration of 
working with staff.  Her absolute passion is to make school a safe and engaging environment 
for students so that they are excited to be here everyday!  This passion inspired her to obtain 
a Masters in Leadership so that she could pursue a career in which she could enjoy both 
passions in a new capacity!  She is very excited for the opportunity to serve in a new role in a 
school that is supported by the community and an outstanding Board of Education that 
always puts our students first!  She is eager for a new adventure and look forward to a great 
year next year! 

 

Tyler Applegate, new principal at Lincoln Early Learning Center and 
technology director. This will be his first year as an administrator. He is very excited about the 
new challenges and opportunities to help students. He has spent the last ten years teaching 
social studies and physical education, and coaching/sponsoring a variety of groups at the 
middle and high school level. He received both his bachelor's degree (2006) and master's 
degree (2017) from Emporia State University. Go Hornets! 

   His family moved to Chanute in 2013 where he began teaching History at Royster Middle 
School. He and wife, Marti, have been married 10 years and have two boys, Tucker (8) and 
Cason (5). He enjoys coaching his son’s teams, bird hunting, working in the garden, and 
playing board games. He is active in their church, and loves to spend time with family.  The 
education of our students is very important to him. Teaching them the skills to be successful 
after graduation is why he became an educator. As the Pre School Administrator and District 
Technology Director, he looks forward to helping students reach their potential. 


