
A CLOSER LOOK AT “RUBRICS” AND MASTERY LEARNING WITH EBL IN USD #413 

     If you have been following the EBL (Evidence Based Learning) posts on Facebook this month you know that USD #413 

is going to model a new grading system this year.  One purpose of the system is to facilitate student-teacher-parent 

dialogue about learning in terms of what the student knows and can demonstrate.  This is opposed to dialogue about 

learning such as “I am a “B” student or a “C” student”.  The dialogue, as stated, will stem from rubrics which give 

descriptions of the desired student outcome.  Here are some examples: 

     Traditionally a student might say, “I got a ‘C’ in reading”.  Instead, a student, using the rubric as a basis for grading, 

would say, “I have demonstrated evidence of mastery in identifying themes and main ideas” etc.  The student should be 

able to have such a conversation about each of the essential learning outcomes in the class.  Research confirms that 

students who are able to specifically talk about their learning in terms of outcomes, retain information at a rate of 

50% greater than when the strategy is not implemented.  THIS IS A STUDENT’S FIRST change to our grading system. 

     Teachers will be using rubrics similar to this one to determine the level of learning each student has attained.  Please 

keep in mind, the description will be specific to one of the courses specific, essential learning outcomes: 

Level 0: The student shows no evidence of understanding the outcome and/or the student has not provided a 

reasonable effort in being responsible for his/her learning.  

Level 1: USD #413 has eliminated a “level 1” (See Below) 

Level 2: The student demonstrates an understanding of all fundamental material but have not met the 

requirements for demonstrating mastery without additional support 

Level 3: The student demonstrates an understanding of all fundamental material and can apply key concepts, 

processes, and skills at grade/class level. 

Level 4: The student demonstrates and exceeds an in-depth understanding of the fundamental material and can 

apply key concepts, processes, and skills at an advanced level/exceeding grade level. 

     Finally, you might be asking, “How does this fit at the high school level where grades must be used to report success 

for the college transcript?  The learning performance level will be converted to a letter grade.  The transcript will not 

look any different than it has traditionally.  Take a Look: 

Level 0: F 

Level 1: USD #413 has eliminated a “level 1” This would have been a “D”.  There will be no “D”s at Chanute High 

School 

Level 2: C 

Level 3: B 

Level 4: A 

Level 5: A+ (for students who demonstrate exceptional skill on an essential outcome at CHS only) 

Overall grade for a course will be an average of scores from the essential outcomes. For example, if there are 10 
essential outcomes scored as follows: 
 
Outcome 1:   4 
Outcome 2:   3.5 
Outcome 3:   2.5 
Outcome 4:   4 



Outcome 5:   4 
Outcome 6:   3 
Outcome 7:   5 
Outcome 8:   2.5 
Outcome 9:   3 
Outcome 10: 3 
 
Total         34.5   divided by 10 = 3.45  Semester Grade would be a “B” 
 

 


